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Thk  [ire-sent  iircoiint  ol  iht  trial  of  Mrs.  Jessie  M  L.nhhm  f(ir 
luuiiler  in  (Jlasgow,  known  as  the  :  andvt'ord  invstcry,  has  bei'ii 
jiifiKiieil  fiom  the  t'ollowing  sources:-  (!)  The  original  record 
in  ilie  Ikioks  of  A'ljnurnal  oi  tiie  High  Cowrt  of  Justiciai'v  : 
(J)  ■■  Co]iy  of  the  Proceedings  at  tiic  Trial  ol  Jessie  Mlniosii 
or  M'Laehlan  for  Murder  and  Uobbery  at  Glasgow  in  Se|>teniher, 
lf<j2,  and  of  tlie  lividence  taken  at  the  subsequent  Inquiry 
before  Mr.  Young,  oidered  liy  the  House  of  Commons  to  be 
printed,  littli  May.  l.'>G;t."'  wiiidi  is  the  oliicial  report  :  and 
(3)  the  reports  in  tiie  contemporary  newspaper  Piess. 

ihe  text  of  the  e\idence  at  the  trial  contained  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary papers  is  plainly  an  unrevised  reprint  of  tiie  separate 
reptirt  j-ulilisUeU  in  pauipuleL  loini  ai  the  luue  ^Viiasgow  :  J.  H. 
Hastings,  l.'^6:^),  which,  in  luiu,  was  repriuteU  from  ihe 
columns  ol  the  Mur.iiny  Jtiuriiiii.  As,  upon  exiinunaiion, 
numerous  inaccuracies,  couauon  lo  each,  were  found,  ranging 
from  inconsiderable  tnuta  to  the  omi.ssion  of  one  witness,  that 
evidence  Uun  been  collated  \wth  ii'c  very  full  and  excellent 
repoit  III  ihe  .\oitii  ontisli  Dwly  Ala:'  (^iPth  to  I'Uth  .•Septem- 
ber, l^^JJ).  'ihe  additional  evidence  taken  by  the  Crown 
Commissioner,  wlacli  apijeais  to  be  correctly  reported,  has 
been  repriuled  iiom  the  Parliamentary  papers. 

The  otdcial  report  of  the  trial  doe.-  iiol  lULiude  eithei  the 
addresses  of  couii--el  vi  the  judge  s  charge.  these  are  here 
supplied  from  a  caieful  and  somewhat  laborious  collation 
thereof  tsM  reported  m  the  ScoUuian,  the  Glatyow  Htrnld,  the 
Mtirnini/  Journal,  and  the  Sort!  Urttinh  Viiily  Mail  (20th  and 
22nd  Se, umber,  1862),  it  is  IioihmI  with  sutisfiictory  r.jults. 


I'lIKi  ATOIIV    XOTR 

Mrs.  M'liucliliin's  statt-meut  is  j.rinted  from  the  original 
document  signed  liy  lier  and  read  by  Mr.  Clark  at  tlie  trial, 
presei'ved  in  the  Justiciarv  Office.  Kdinlmrgh,  the  versions 
previously  puljlished  being  far  from  imm.iculate. 

Till-  liistoiy  of  the  case,  as  narrated  in  thi'  Introduction,  :b 
chiefly  based  upon  thf  chiciiicles  of  the  local  Press  for  the 
years  1862  and  )8G-').  No  account  has  liithcrto  been  available 
of  the  extraordinary  events  ensuing  upon  the  trial,  which  are 
of  sufficient  inteiest  and  importance  to  warrant  the  detailed 
relation  now  given. 

All  the  portraits  reproduced  in  the  present  volimie  are  contem- 
poTjry,  and  the  jilaiis  of  the  /ucus  are  facsimiles  of  those 
prepared    for   the   trial.  W.    11. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

iMiDWAV  in  a  \\alk  westward  alon^  Sauchiehall  Street,  an 
artery  ol  iiatfic  in  the  comnurcial  capital  of  Seotbind,  the 
curious  in  mr.tters  criminal  will  cill  to  niia'l  that  altout  his 
p.;tli,  anil  wiiliin  an  ini\trnsivc  railius,  were  formerly  rom- 
mitted  lour  trieat  erinus.  In  the  street  itself  is  the  dwellin^'- 
house.  adaiited  to  niereantile  uses,  where  the  victims  of  Dr. 
i'litchard  mel  their  cruel  fate.  On  the  one  hand.  thoUL'h  now 
in  the  sillier  oceujianey  of  an  iiisiiranee  riini|i:iii\-.  stands,  in 
Itlythswood  Sijtiare.  the  mansion  wliieh  sheltered  the  dark  and 
passionate  secrets  ol  Madeleine  Smith  :  on  the  other,  the  house 
in  Queen's  Terrace,  hut  retentlv  the  scene  of  Miss  Gilchrist's 
trairic  end.  Fiiither  west,  in  ::  h.iekw.itei  of  the  Imsy  fairway, 
respectahle.  and  a  favourite  hahitat  of  physicians,  Sandyford 
Place  has  <;iveii  its  name  to  a  mystery  still  more  perplexing  and, 
once,  more  notorious  than  these. 

IIow  did  .lessie  M'Plierson  meet  her  death  !  Noliody  knew 
for  certain  at  th''  tinte.  n<nv.  prohahly.  imtMidx-  r:\vf^.  'Net  the 
question  was,  in  it^  day.  a  Imi  iiiiitr  (nn-,  whieh,  like  that  later 
[irohlem,  the  identity  of  ''The  Claimant,"  dist\irlied  the  laace 
of  families  and  afjitated  a  freneratiou.  TIk'  eiime  itself — a 
sorry  and  .sordid  business  enotifrh — apart  fimn  the  eoinplexity 
of  its  circumstances  ami  its  remarkahle  re.ailts.  wouhl  spee.lily 
have  passed  from  the  memory  of  men.  The  nnirder  ol  a 
servant  irirl  in  the  hotise  of  a  middle-d;!-  Chistrow  family  miijrht 
well  have  aroused  hut  a  temporary  an.l  local  interest.  Was 
the  dead  woman  silenced  hy  a  wicked  old  master  to  avert  her 
threatened  disclosure  of  hi>  ttnsdcrds,  or  di.l  she  fall  an 
iinsuspe(  tin<r  prey  t()  the  treachery  and  urreeii  of  her  famdiar 
friend  !  Such  was  the  puzzle  that,  once  upon  a  time,  set  tlie 
people  of  Scotland  hy  the  ears,  and  even  occupied  the  <jfrave 
attention  of  rarliament  itself.  The  former  was  the  more 
iiopular  ofiinion  :  at  the  trial  jiidu'c  and  jury  tinanimously  took 
the  Intter  view.  The  oracles  of  the  Fourth  Kstate  spoke  with 
divergent  voices.  F.ach  faction  had  its  leaditi-j:  organ— the 
,.  xiii 
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"  .Mi.aililaiiifis,"    n^    tlirv    ■v\(_ir    tii'iiic.].    I.'^ini:    loiidlv    cllMm- 
I'IOIUm]    \>y    tlie    Morniii,/    Jmiriinl.    \\liil,_.    tlif    (./w^f/oir    Ihrdhl 
vigorously  uf.hore  the  flai:  oi'  i1k.  •■  Mcniincrites."       The  names 
of  the  rival  parties  nii<.'lit.  t<.  I  lie  nniiiitiated,  siisrpest  some  new 
variety  of  Scots  dissent.       The  hntilc,  ra-injr  for  over  a  yinr, 
«as    no   sham   fijrht  :    shrew.l    l,]o\v.s    were    <riven    and    received 
without  respect  of  peisons.        The  issue  inclined  to   ■    vonr  the 
forces    of    the    (loomed    woman  :     a    respite,    an    extrajudicial 
in.|uiry.  a  comh'tional  pardon,   and  two  liii'.,'ihy  Parliamentary 
dehates  left   them  the   noniinal   victors.        The d".-'^   of  contro- 
versy,    however,     lendeivd     only    more    ol)scure    the    clond    of 
mystery  l)y  \k\v<:\\  the  subject  was  encompassed.       One  living 
person,    or    perhaps    two,    could    dissipate    tliat    darkness— the 
prison,  r  and  .^M   Fl.  iiiii,-.       The  lirst  declared  much.  ai,<l  pro- 
poitionally    lied;    yet,    was    her    famous    '•Statement"    wholly 
false?        The    otlier    told     once,     in    the    witness-),ox,    a    story 
possibly  true,  thoiic-i,.  y„„,    ,[,,,  Hunl'l  and  tlie  learned  judee, 
unsatisfactory    and    stranpely    improlial.le.         Where,    if    with 
either,  lay  the  truth?       Let   those  who,  ;.s  .Mr.   Andrew   Lan- 
lias  somewhere  sai.l.  ■•  lil.c  le-il  mysteries  and  the  arts  of  the 
literary  detective  "  decide. 

For  .such  as  care  for  none  of  these  thin'rs,  this  trial,  apart 
from  its  interest  as  a  [iroblem  in  the  law  of  evidence,  is  sug- 
g-stive  of  reflections  u[.on  the  aihuinistiation  ui  our  svstem 
of  criminal  investigation  tin.i  the  means  whieh  our  crimina.l 
code  has  provided  for  obtaining  redress  in  the  event  of  a 
possii^le  miscarriitge  of  jusiire.  The  special  <!efence  lod-ed 
for  the  pri.soner,  tint  the  mur.jer  with  which  she  stood  cliarge.l 
wa.s,  in  fact,  committed  l,v  the  chief  witness  for  the  Crownr  is 
as  dramatic  as  it  is  tmusual.  The  elaborate  •■Statement," 
I  uij.orting  to  be  that  of  at;  eye-witness  to  the  deed,  read  by 
counsel  a.t  her  request  after  tlie  verdict  had  l.-ei.  returned— 
jaobably  the  most  remarkable  docunu'nt  ever  read  in  a  Court 
of  justice— and  the  strong  opinion  of  its  ultci-  ftdsity  expressed 
extempore  by  the  judge  in  ji.issing  sentence,  are  equallv  note- 
worthy ;  while  the  subsequent  in(|uiry  into  the  mattei,  involv- 
ing' the  examination  of  new  witnesses  before  a  member  of  the 
bar  as  Commissioner  apjiointed  by  tlie  Coverntiunt  to  that 
end,  is  unique  in  the  criminal  [.racficc  of  Scotland.  For  th.se, 
if  for  no  other  reasons,  it  \\onld  se.-m  d,si,able  that  some 
record  of  a  case  so  singular  shouM  be  included  in  the  present. 
series. 
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In  tbu  year  18C2  tlierc  lived  at  Nn.  17  Sandyford  Plaro, 
Glas^'ow,  the  lamily  i,(  Mr.  Jdlm  I'leniinrr.  .1  rcputalile 
accountant  <>1'  that  city.  In  addition  in  his  tnwn  h<iust_'.  .Mr. 
nerniiiir,  like  many  ol  his  well-to-do  I'ellow-citi/.en.s  had  .1 
iountiy  I'esidenee  on  the  ('l\de  coast.  Avomlale  Lo<l<_'e.  .situated 

between  Innellau  aiid  li'a n.       'riiitlici   in  the  suniiiiei-  months 

his  domestic  establisliment,  consistin<r  ol  his  sister,  two 
(laii|irliteis,  and  the  seivants.  removed.  Diirinfr  the  week  it 
was  the  haliit  ol'  Mr.  Flemin<:  ami  his  son  John,  a  hal  of  twenty, 
to  attend  Iheir  olHcc  in  St.  \  incent  Street,  sleeping  in  Sandy- 
foril  Place  and  jroing  down  to  Dunoon  Tor  the  week-ends,  at 
whii  h  periods  the  sole  occtiiiants  di'  tiie  (jlasprow  house  were 
his  i.irhcr,  James  FleminfT,  an  old  man,  said  to  he  eigluy-seven 
\ears  of  age,  and  one  of  the  servants,  Jessie  M'Pherson,  who 
was  left  in  charge  01  tiic  [iicini-cs.  The  hitter  had  been  for 
some  years  in  Mr.  I'li  ;niiig"s  service.  .-ukI  enjoyed  his  entire 
confidence. 

At  ten  (I'rlock  on  the  morning  of  I""riday,  4th  July,  Mr. 
neiiiing  and  his  son  went  to  business  as  usual,  leaving  the 
old  man  and  tlie  servant  al^iif  in  the  house,  and  pi'oeeeded  to 
I)\inoon  in  the  afternoon  Avitlmut  rettirning  home.       Thev  came 


back   to  Glasirow   on   Mcmd.iv.    t!ie    7th, 


intr   strai'_r!it    to   the 


office  on  their  airival.  At  four  o\!(M;!i  thi^r  day  ynunix 
THeming  went  liiaui'.  The  iloor  was  opened  liy  his  ^rand- 
father,  ami  the  he'  natuially  asked  wln'ie  was  tiie  sei\ant( 
"She's  awa^•,  she's  cut."  said  the  nld  man:  "I  have  not 
seen  her  since  l''riday.  and  her  door's  leaked,."  Younu' 
Fleming  at  once  ini|uire'd  if  he  had  iievei'  thciught  she  might 
b''  dead,  to  which  the  oM  ueiiileinan  rejoined.  "  Dead  or  not 
dead,  she's  auay."  Mr.  I'liniing,  ariiving  at  the  moment,  was 
informed  i>y  his  s(ui  of  what  liail  jiasseil.  the  latter  addin<_', 
"She  may  be  lying  dead  in  her  rnoni  for  anything  he  jtliu 
old  man]  knows."  The  house  is  one  of  three  storeys:  ba.se- 
nient,  street  floor,  and  flat  above  ;  and  is  peculiar  in  respect 
that  the  sunk  front  area,  GJ  feet  iti  ilepth.  surmounted  by  a, 
railing  .T  feet  0  inches  high,  is  not  accessible  eituei'  by  steps 
fiom  tlie  street  or  by  door  from  the  house,  but  solely  l)y  a 
wick.et  HI  the  stancliions  of  the  pantry  window  opening  thereon 
beniath  the  area  lifi<l!r<'-  Mr.  Fletliinir,  acct.mpanied  bv  his 
fatiiei-  ami  son.  went  downstaii's  to  tlie  kitchen.  Finding 
tluii  the  ddor  of  the  servant's  bedroi.m  was  locked,  his  first 
Thought   wao  to  get   out   ii'to  the  area   bv   the  wicket    so   as   to 

XV 


xMrs.   M'Lachlan. 


look  tlirouffli  tin-  l)f.lioom  win.luw;  liis  second  was  (o  tiy  tlie 
key  oi'  thf  (..iiitiy  ilooi-  which  :i.ljoine<!  tliat  of  the  l.odrooni. 
It  o[iciic(l  tiie  lock,  and  they  entered  the  looin.  i  lie  IiHikU 
were  (hawn.  and  om  half  of  the  slmtters  was  closed.  Ujion 
her  fi'ce.  on  tiie  Hoor  beside  tlie  l)ed,  lay  the  dead  IhxIv  of  the 
servant,  almost  naked,  the  upj.er  jiart  alone  i.eiii^r  covered  hy 
some  .laik  cloth.  Fatiier  and  son  were  struck  with  ron- 
sternarion.  and  the  jirran.lfather.  holdini:  ii[.  liis  liands, 
exclaimed.  '■  She's  I)cen  lyinfr  there  all  ihis  tiinr,  ,.,nd  nie  in 
the  lioise.'"!  They  then  went  nj.stans  to-etiur,  and  .Mi-. 
Flemix.tr.  inshintr  out  for  assistance,  c;ot  iJr.  Watson,  with 
whom  lie  returned  to  the  Iiouse. 

(»n   their  way   Mr.   Fleming'  told   Dr.   Watson  thai,   when   he 
uid(M  ke,l    tlie    hedroom   door   with    the   jiantry    key,    there   w,is 
alre.hly   a   key    in   the   lock    inside,    which    he   .struck    nut,    and 
which  fell  witiiin  the  room.       The  doctoi    e.vamined  the  body, 
and    found    various    wounds— over    forty    in    nunilier,    as    after- 
wards aj.fieared— upon   the  head,    face,    n.ck.    and    wrists,    and 
also    '-one   remarkable    l)riiise  "'    upon    tlic    lower    part    of    the 
back.        -'This   is  evidently   not   a   suicide,"    -end    l>r.    Watson 
to  Mr.   Fleminir;    "you  had  ))etter  call  in  fl,,.   poliic.-       This 
was  aecordinjrly  done,  and  Constable  (  ,iinrr„n  and   l»r.   .Foseph 
Fleniim.'.   surfreon  of  police,   arrived   ..n   the  scene  about    half- 
past    four   o'clock.        To   Cameron    Mr.    I'l. mintr    rei,.'ate.l    bi< 
statement  as  to  seeinpr  a  key  in  tlie  lock,   nusbin;.'  it   out    with 
the    p.intry    kev.    and    hearing    it    fall    inside    the    rooni.         lie 
also    menrioi!    1    the    fact    to    Mis.    Walker,    a    neiirhbour.    who 
came  to  the  hoii.sc  about  five  o'clock.       ranienm  looked  for  the 
key,    but    failed    to    tind    it.        Yet    at    the    ti-ial.    when    cross- 
examined  ujioi!  this  j.oint  by  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Hemina  not   enlv 
denie.l  that  there  wa.s  any  key  in  the  lock  at  all,   but   that  ho 
ha<l  ever  said  so  to  the  witnesses. 

r>rs.  Watson  and  Flemin<r  then  examined  the  condition  of 
the  b.isement  flat.  In  the  kitchen,  where  a  tire  was  buniintr, 
they  saw  bhiod  stain.s  on  the  jawbox  'Anijfire,  .sink),  and  ,ilso 
upon  the  back  of  the  kitchen  door  and  the  doorpost,  four  or  five 
feet  above  the  floor.  The  mat  in  the  doorway  was  bloody,  and 
adhered  to  the  floor.  In  the  lobby  they  observed  a  trail  of 
bloo«l.  as  if  caused  by  the  dragirinp  of  a  body,  extendinjr  fiom 


T   ^I^'^J""';"^""''  '1  "•o   innooenro  of  oM   Flemini?   will   bp  veniindeii  of 
Laay   .\Iaibtth  s  sunil.ir  exclntnation— "  What,   in  our   house!  " 
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tlif  kitchen  to  tlie  ludiootn.  wlare  (he  deail  woni;in  lay. 
These  stuins  were  ohvious  anil  iii!e(|iiiv(ioal  :  further  traces  of 
blood  were  suhseijueiitly  fouiiil  in  various  otlier  [larts  of  the 
lower  iiaf.  'I'liese,  and  the  eoriilitJdii  of  the  liedrooin.  which 
atlordtil  anijile  evick'nee  of  tlic  tra^adv,  we  shall  afterwards 
consi(K'i'.  The  doctors  next  made  a  remarkalile  discovery. 
The  lloors  of  ilie  kitchen  and  hedrooni  and  the  stone  fiat's  of 
the  loh})y  h:  d  boen  partially  washed,  as  also  had  the  f,ue, 
neck,  and  cliest  of  the  cor[isc.  '"  Tlic  lobl)v,"  said  Dr. 
Heminj,'  at  the  trial,  "'was  ]ieifectly  moist;  it  was  veiy 
daiuji,  as  if  it  had  been  recently  washed.  Tlie  kitchen 
[Hoor]  was  drier,  but  still  there  was  a  dam])  appearance.  'Iliey 
had  the  apfiearance  of  not  havinj;  been  done  on  the  same 
day."  When  .'Superintendent  M'Call,  witli  two  detect  i\'es, 
examineil  the  [iremises  at  ten  o'clock  that  night  the  llooi'. 
tliourjh  appe.irinj,'  to  have  been  recently  washed,  was  then  dry. 
In  the  course  of  their  investigations  these  otticers  found,  in  a 
drawer  of  the  kitchtn  dresser,  an  iron  cleaver,  of  which  they 
took  possession.  In  the  Ijedioom  they  noticed  tlie  servant's 
I'ox.  open  and  almost  empty,  its  contents  in  confusion.  '"  as  if 
some  bloody  hand  had  been  working  among  them  " — the  dead 
woman's  best  clotiies  had  disappeared.  On  the  bedioom  floor, 
outside  that  portion  which  had  been  washed,  were  seen  three 
bloody  imjirints  of  a  naked  foot.  There  were  also  discovered 
in  a  chest  of  diawers  in  which  the  old  man  kept  his  clothes  in 
a  room  on  the  sunk  flat  two  shirts,  newly  dressed,  sjiottei.l  with 
blood. 

In  .mswer  to  ipiestions  by  Mr.  M'Call,  old  Homing  stated 
that  he  had  been  wakened  [at  fo\ir  o'clock  oti  the  Saturday 
nioiningj  by  screams,  which  at  the  time  he  attribute*',  to  '"  loost> 
chiii.u  tcrs  "  who  were  in  the  habit  of  fre(]uenting  the  vac;int 
ground  at  the  back  of  the  house,  and  that  he  did  not  then 
get  out  of  bed.  but  laised  himself  on  his  elbow  atid  looked  f>t 
his  watcli.'  What  further  account  of  how  he  had  si'C  it  that 
momentous  week-end  old  Fleming  at  this  time  gave  to  the 
police  we  do  not  know — we  shall  ste  in  the  seipiel  wliat  was 
his  story  in  the  witness-box  ;   but  that  his  explanation  failed  to 


1  Thfiw  f.aots  wero  elicited  hy  Mr.  Clark  in  hi.s  CTOsp-examination  of 
Sitixnintendent  MT.tII  at  the  trial.  I»rrl  Deas.  however,  hel  ;  that 
it  waf!  incoiii|ietent  to  put  qacstinn.s  "  whirh  miylit  le.ad  to  the  contra- 
diction of  wliat  hiid  been  .siiid  [by  old  Fleming]  out  of  the  box  ";  and 
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satisfy  the  autlioritit's  woulil  ajijiear  from  tlic  fact  that  on 
AWilncsilay.  itih  July,  two  days  after  tho  discovciA .  lir  was 
ajpjirehcmled  as  l)fiii<r  CDiiceiiicd  in  tlir  muiiUr.  Sir  An  hihalil 
Alison, 1  Sheriff  of  Laiiaikshire,  who  ultimately  Iteeanie  closely 
connected  with  the  case,  of  wluih  he  later  jjuhlis^hed  an 
account,  ohserves,  "  His  [Flemiiiji'sJ  eomluct  after  tlie 
murder  had  been  extremely  sus[iieious.''2  Tlie  evident 
frnainds  of  susjiicion  aL'aiiisc  him  at  this  staLre  were  (1)  that 
having  heard  screams  in  the  niudit,  and  in  the  niorniii,<;  found 
the  servant  niissin<r  and  her  door  locked,  he  raised  no  alaiin 
and  took  no  stejts  at  all  to  ascertain  what  had  hecoine  of  her  ; 
(2)  that  he  admitted  noticinji;  on  the  .Saturday  the  l»loo<l  stains 
on  his  shirts  ;  (.'i)  that  for  tiiree  days  he  lived  alone  in  tiic 
house  without  makinjj  any  inijuiry  whatever;  (1)  the  condition 
of  the  kitchen  in  which  he  pas.sed  his  time  ;  and  (5)  tlie  recent 
washinir  of  the  hasement  floors.  The  (/fangoir  Htrnhl  of  10th 
July.  18G2,  nariates  the  circumstances  of  his  urresi  as 
follows  :  — 

This  horrid  traRcdy  continues  t<i  be  shrouded  in  niyptory.  and  iu*  ftio 
inquiry  into  the  ca.'-o  ])ro;;re.s.'ip3.  the  more  unaccountable  doe.»  the  affair 
become.  Yesterday  aftornoon  Mr.  M'Cail.  jissititant  i<u|ieiinteiidont  of 
police.  apprehLuded  the  old  man  Kleniing,  for  exaniiiialion  coiicernini; 
the  murder  of  the  unfortunate  woman,  Jes.<ie  M'f'her.^on.  Fleming  was 
bronniit  before  .Slioriff  Strathern.  and.  after  nn  examination  which  Ijwted 
upwards  of  four  hourf ,  lie  wius  committed  to  pri.-on  foi  fiatlicr  intjuiry. 

Ii  would  he  of  the  utmost  imjiort.ince  to  learn  the  lesult  of 
tliis  four  lioiu's'  examination  and  to  conipare  the  declaration 
then  emitted  liy  old  Fleming  with  his  later  evidence  tit  the 
trial.  In  Scotland,  however,  the  secrets  of  a  ciirniiial  investi- 
pation  conducted  hy  the  Procurator-fi.scal  (the  ofiicial  who 
collects  evidence  and  reports  to  t!ie  Ivord  Advocate  as  Crown 
firosecntor)  are.   unfortunaldy,    inviolahle. 

Meanwhile  n  fresh  elenietit  Innl  heen  introduce<l  into  the  cuse. 
Late  on  the  Monday  nipht  Mr.  Fleming  miHsed  from  the  side- 
l>oiird  in  the  dininfr-room  certain  silver  and  fJatod  articles, 
spoons,  itc..  wliich  the  servant  had  out  for  daily  use.  A  silver 
teapot  and  st^nd  and  a  silver  cream  jug  remained   safelv  iii 


ISir  Anhibald  Alison,  Rnronet.  D.C.L.  (1792-1867),  author  of  the 
Ifi't'T}!  of  F.iiniitr.  nnd  other  works,  wfui  laMed  to  the  bar  in  1014; 
npp()int«>d  Advo(  lite  depute.  1823;  nnd  Sheriff  of  L.-innrkMiirr,  liU4, 
whiih  ofTice  he  held  for  thirtv-threo  ve.irit.  He  \va«  treated  a  liaroiul  m 
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the  open  sidchoaiil.  r|iiiii  it  stood  the  bottles  of  the  cruet, 
the  {dated  frame  of  wliiiii  was  found  under  lb"  table  in  the 
servant's  room,    near  tli-.'  Imk'.v. 

t)n  Tuesday,  the  fth,  Dr.  Fleming,  accompanied  by  Dr. 
^facleod^  (\\ho  had  visited  the  house  the  iiiLrht  before),  again 
inspected  the  Inciin,  and  made  a  post-mortem  ?xamination  of 
the  remains.  The  result  of  their  invcstijxations  \\as  cmboilied 
ill  a  jiiint  leport  (a  c(i|'y  whereof  will  be  found  in  tiie  report 
iif  the  trial),  in  which  thL-  repiutcrs  drew  the  fullouinir 
conclusions  :  — 

1.  Tliat  this  woman  wa.=  luurdoioil,  aiui  tlial  with  extreme  fer(xity. 

2.  Tliat  Iter  death  li.ui  taken  yhice  within  three  day.s. 

3.  That  a  M'vere  .slnii^i^le  had  taken  i)hiLe  betoro  death. 

4.  That  Rurli  an   in.^tnniient  as   a   cleaver  for  eiittiiii^    meat,    or   a 

KiL.ilar  weajjon,  wiis  that  most  likely  to  liave  cau.scd  the  fatal 
injiiiie.s  found. 

5.  That  the  injuries  had  been  inflicted  before  ur  ininudiatoly  after 

death. 

6.  That  ail  llio  wounds  on  the  neok  and  head,   with  the  e.xcopiion 

of  tiioso  on  the  nose  ;.nd  forehead,  had  apparently  bc«n 
inflicted  by  a  person  standing  over  tlie  deceased  as  she  lay 
on  her  face  on  the  ground. 

7.  That  the  comparatively  slight  depree  of  strength  shown  in  the 

blows    would    i>oint   to    a    female   or    a    weak    man    liavuig 
inflicted   them  ;  and 
ija>tly.  that  the  body  had  been  drawn  by  the  head,  with  tiie  face 
downwards,   aloni;   the   lobby  from   the  kitchen   to  the   front 
rjfim. 

Hy  Dr.  M.ielcod's  advice  tiiat  part  of  the  floorini;  which 
contained  the  l)loor!y  footprints  was  cut  out.  Tiie  impressions, 
vliich  were  all  of  ;■,  left  foot,  were  corajiared  by  hitn  with  the 
toot  of  the  deceasc<l,  and  nlso  with  that  of  old  Heniinp; — the 
nmer  was  in  every  resjiect  hirper ;  the  latter  was  perfectly 
different.  In  |)i-,  ^f,■lcleo<^s  opinion  the  footpriiit.s  were  those 
of  a  female.  This,  taken  in  connection  with  the  discovery  of 
marks  of  l>loo<l  upon  the  per[iendicuhir  portions  of  the  lower 
steps  of  the  Ktair  leadintr  from  the  basement  to  the  Hat  above, 
sii-rRestive  of  havinfr  been  made  iiy  the  bloody  skirts  of  some 
[icrson  ascejuling,  lc<l  to  tlit  inference  that  a  woman  was 
concerned  in  tiie  crime. 

Full  nccount.s  of  tlie  niiinier  and  [lartieulars  of  the  missing 
[date  and  clothes  were  circulated  in  the  form  of  official  bills, 
and  also  publisheil  in  nil  the  Glns-jow  ncwspa[>ers.       These  met 

Uioorne  Husband  Hainl  MacleiKl  (1828  1G92K  brother  of  »ho  R<>v. 
NoTinan  .Mni  ioxl,  D.I).  Ho  suecepded  I'mfessor  (afterwards  Lord) 
bister  in  lRfi9  .'is  ReifiuK  Professor  of  Snritery  in  (dasKow  Univcnity, 
and  woH  kni|;htPd  in  IBS?. 
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the  eye  of  Mr.  Liindie,  a  jiuwiihroker  in  F^ist  C'lyiii-  Street, 
wIjo  hiul  l)Oi'n  out  of  town  for  the  week-end  :  iind  on  Wednesflay, 
tlie  !)Hi,  the  day  of  old  I''kmini;".s  anest,  he  communicated  with 
the  police.  He  jiroductd  the  jiiate  in  ()ueislion.  and  stated 
that  it  had  heen  iiied<;ed  in  his  shop  for  .£6  I'js.  l)etween 
twelve  and  one  o'clock  on  Saturday,  tlie  r)th,  hy  a  younp  woman 
who  crave  her  name  i.nd  adilress  as  "  Mary  MDonald.  5  St. 
Vincent  Street.'"  hoth  of  which  on  in(iui!y  proved  to  l)e  false. 
He  had  ]iaid  little  attention  to  the  woman  at  the  time,  and 
cciiiM  pive  hut  an  imperfect  description  of  iier  appearance. 

I'ulilic  interest  in  the  crime  had  been  from  tlie  iirst  intense, 
ancl  tliosu  developments  further  stimulated  tlie  ]>0|iular 
excitement.       Tlie  lleniJd  (Monday,   1  1th  July)  rejioits — 

During  yesterday  aftomoon  m.any  thoits.Tn'ls  of  people  vi,«ited  Sandy- 
foril  I'hue  to  .see  the  exterior  of  tlu'  house  in  wtiich  the  iiiiiie  was 
romniitted.  The  street  wa.i  nearly  blocked  up  by  the  rrowd.  and  laij;e 
'iiimlwrs  a.<iser!ibled  on  the  vacant  s|>iice  of  ground  behind,  with  a  similar 
intention.  Along  Elderslie  Street  and  towards  the  weft  end  of 
Saucliiehall  Street  there  were  ii'ore  people  in  the  street  than  durini; 
the  tjoini;  in  or  di.'niipsal  of  the  churt-he.s,  and  this  state  of  matter."  con- 
tinued for  several  hourt^. 

Tlie  authorities  had  now  to  discover  the  woman  who  pawned 
the  plate,  and  also  to  trace  the  clothes  taken  from  (he  deceased's 
Ijox.  On  Sunday,  the  l;Jth,  Su|>erintendent  M'Call,  acting 
upon  "  infnimation  receivetl,"  from  what  source  was  not  dis- 
closed, went  with  four  detectives  to  a  house  at  No.  182 
ilroomielaw.  and  there  appreiiended  a  seafarinp  man,  named 
James  M'Lachlati.  and  Mrs.  Jessie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lachlan.  his 
wife.  Before  their  arrest  the  man  had  remarked  to  his  wife, 
on  reading;  in  the  newspapers  the  description  of  the  wanted 
woman,  "  That's  unco  like  you,"  to  which  she  liad  sijrnificantly 
re]ilied,  ''  It's  ower  like  me!  "  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  during 
the  jirecedinj,'  week  Mrs.  M'Lacldaii  had  been  twice  examine<l 
before  the  Procurator-fiscal  with  reference  to  the  muidcr,  but 
had  denied  nil  knowletlge  of  the  crime  and  of  the  missing 
plate.  How  the  attention  of  the  nuthorititd  was  diie-cted  to 
her  doe-s  not  appear.* 


1  "  The  whole  investii!ation  wan  londurtvd  by  the  Ciimuow  officials 
with  so  little  integrity  and  (ipennec*,  and  ."o  iiiurh  of  (be  dexterity  and 
riinninu  of  pittifoiigery.  that  it  i(<  not  at  nil  imjirohable  that  Mrs. 
.M'Lathlan  w.lm  .siinpei  t<>d  almost  «,«<  early  an  old  Fleniina,  that  fhe  wa* 
twi<e  ex.imined  by  llie  I'roeuriidir-ti/ieal  nieiely  to  entrap  bet,  and 
that  she  wafl  watched  dining  the  week  hhe  wo*  Ot  liberty." — Law 
Maijatint  niid  lUriiiv.  1863.  vol.  .\iv..  p.  73. 
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On  the  lollowiii^r  il:iy,  Mon.liiy.  the  14th.  :t  week  niter  the 
liscovery  oi  the  inuidcr.  bushiind  and  wife  were  sticcessiTely 
examined  hefore  Sheriff-Substitute  Strathern  and  emitted 
deed  a  rations.!  The  manner  in  which  these  were  taken, 
and  tlie  action  of  tlie  Trocurator-tiscal  in  apj.rehendinp; 
James  M'Laehian,  we  shall  have  to  consider  in  connection 
witli      the      sul)se(iuent      trial.  The      husbaml.      who     had 

jjeen  in  Ireland  witii  liis  vhi],  at  the  time  of  the 
murder,  and  had,  therefore,  no  connection  with  it.  was 
lilierate<l  so  soon  as  the  Fiscal  hail  secured  his  statement. 
The  wife  was  under  examination  for  four  hotirs  and  a  half,  and 
a  di'claration  was  taken  from  her  extemling  to  twenty-four  folio 
jiages.       In  it  Mrs.  MLachlnn,  inter  alia,  declared — 

I  iim  !\  native  of  Invernpsp.  twenty-eight  years  of  at;e,  wife  of  J.inies 
Mf.iuhlan.  .'-eiond  mate  I'u  board  the  .«tciniiship  /i'ldda.  anti  I  reside 
:it.  No.  182  ISrooniielaw,  t;ia.-^go\v.  I  knew  Jcs.sio  M  rher.*on,  who  was 
servant  to  Mr.  Fleniinji,  Saiidyi'oid  I'lace,  Saiuliii'liall  Stieft.  I  wa**  u 
foll'w-servant  of  hers  in  Mr.  Fieniini;'(<  eni)iloyiiient  in  hia  honse  at 
S.Tjiilvfcird  I'livce,  and  at  liis  coaM  houw.  near  Dunofm,  for  two  years 
pri<ir"t<>  Septcniher.  1857.  I  left  ^h■.  Fleniin^'K  i^ervioe  tlien  and  got 
manied.  and  sime  tlien  I  Iiavo  kept  up  an  intin^aiy  with  lur,  except 
for  a  period  of  about  eighteen  months  prior  to  January,  1861.  during 
wliich  lime  she  wan  at  service  in  Maiichestei.  I  la.st  taw  Jes.sie 
MT'liei-on  in  mv  own  l)oii*e  at  the  Broomielaw,  on  Siittuday  i  vening, 
the  28th  June  hi>t. 

She  denied  tiiat  siie  was  in  or  near  Mr.  Fleming's  house  on 
the  iii<:lit  of  tile  nninler,  and  stated  that,  haviufr  been  in  the 
company  of  a  fiieml,  Mrs.  Fraser,  she  went  home  at  a  (luarter- 
past  eleven,  letting  herself  in  with  a  check-lock  key,  anvl  that 
she  remainetl  in  bed  with  her  child,  a  boy  of  three  years,  till 
seven  or  ei(?ht  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  when  she  went 
out  for  coals,  and  returning  a  <|u;iiter  of  an  hoiu-  hiter,  having 
foigotten  the  check  key,  was  let  in  by  her  lodger.  Mrs. 
Campliell.  She  admitted  pawning  the  jilate  about  twelve 
o'clock  that  day,  and  stated  tliat  it  had  U'en  given  to  her  in 
her  own  house  by  ohl  Fleming  at  ii  (juarter-pnst  eight  the 
juevious  evening,  witli  inatnictions  to  j>awn  it  in  tlie  name  of 
"  M'Donald."  nc  "  he  "as  short  of  inonev,  and  h.id  to  "o  to 


'  Prior  to  1087  a  priy<»ner  wa/«  not  allowed  the  benefit  of  leital  ndvico 
at  thin  Htage  :  liut  it  ix  provided  bv  the  Ciiminal  Procedure  (.Scotland) 
.\.t  of  that  year  i.W  &  61  Vict,  c."  35.  ?  171  that  any  pcifm  nri-'ted 
on  any  ( rimiiinl  chnriio  i«lmll  b*  entitled  imme<liately  to  have  profeMJonal 
a«J<i^t.■lnce,  mid  that,  the  law  agent  phiill  be  entitled  to  have  u  piiv»t« 
interview  with  (<u<h  prisoner  before  the  latter  is  examined,  and  nUo 
to  be  prewnt  nt  such  exivnunation. 
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the  HiL,'lil;iiKls,  and  did  not  like  to  lift  money  out  of  the  Ixiiik  "  , 
that  Flemiiij;  returned  ..u  the  .Saturday  afternoon  and  offered 
her  to.  out  of  the  £0  l.js.  aUr  had  <_'ot  on  the  jilate,  foi-  hit 
trouble,  hut  that  she  onlv  took  Li  :  and  that  Hemin^'  (not 
unnaturally)  warned  he!'  to  tell  no  one  of  this  sin.i^ular  trans- 
action. .<he  then  made  explanations  as  to  certain  articles  of 
dress  which  she  had  taken  to  he  dyed  :  also  rejrardinir  a  visit 
she  had  paid  to  Hamilton  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  :  and  a  hlack 
leather  trunk,  despatched  thither  hy  her  on  ihi-  jurvious 
Saturday,  addressed  •-.Mrs.  Hain,  Hamilton.  lo  lie  till  called 
for.'"  to  all  of  whieh  we  shall  laier  refer. 

The  statements  made  l>y  .Mis.  M'Lachlan  in  this  and  her  two 
Nubsequent  declarations  wert.  in  the  main,  false.  It  is  suffi- 
cient here  to  lemark  that  the  authorities  had  .seen  Mrs. 
Campbell,  and  knew  Mrs.  M'L.achlan  had  been  out  of  lier 
hou.^e  the  wliole  nii:ht,  and  was  let  in  by  Mrs.  Campbell  herself 
at  nine  o'clock  on  the  Saturday  morning  ;  that  there  was  no 
ciicck  key  for  the  house  door  ;  that  she  went  out  on  the  I'"ri<lay 
ni^dlt  in  her  own  gown,  and  returned  next  day  wearing  one 
which  did  not  belong  to  her :  that  her  own  had  since  dis- 
appcaied,  and  that  the  otlier  (afterwa'ds  proved  to  liiue  been 
Jessie  MTherson"s)  had  liecn  sent  l)y  her  to  be  dyed  ;  that 
she  li;ul  been  tracked  to  Hamilton:  and  that  the  police  guessed 
what-  were  the  contents  of  the  black  trunk,  ihcji  emjity  and  in 
their  hands. 

The  CO  'Science  of  her  husband,  in  sj.ite  of  the  absolution 
which  ho  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Fiscal,  remained 
unea.sy.  and  on  Wednesday,  the  ICth,  he  made  a  voluntary 
conimunicalion  to  the  police,  whereuj>on  Superintendent  M'Cail 
went  to  Bridge  Street  railway  station  and  obtained  [tossession 
of  .".  japanned  tin  hux.  On  being  opened  it  was  found  to 
contain  tlie  clothes  taken  from  the  dead  woman's  room.  The 
history  of  tlie  iXMcgrinations  of  this  tin  l)ox,  as  afterwards 
ascertained,  is  as  follows: — On  Wednesday,  the  9th,  five  days 
after  tin  murder  had  b,?en  committed,  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  sent  the 
box  to  Ayr  addressed  "  Mrs.  Darnley,  .Ayr.  To  lie  till  calletl 
for."  It  was  afterwards  recovered  by  her  husljand,  deposited 
bv  him  with  his  sister  at  Greenock,  and  finally  given  uji  to 
the  police.  No  sooner  were  these  articles  in  the  hands  of  the 
authorities  than  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  was  again  examined  by  the 
Procurator-fiscal,  and  a  second  declaration,  extending  to  twelve 
folio  pages,  was  taken  from  her.  After  iinswerimi  some 
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further  (lucstions  with  iitVivnee  to  her  visit  to  HaiHilton,  her 
own  clothes,  ami  a  mum  Imftle  fnuud  in  the  Sand^  lOnl  Place 
JKMise.  saiil  to  have  been  taken  liy  her  from  Mrs.  Campheirs 
ro.mi  on  the  night  of  the  crime,  she  was  ([uestioncd  in  detail 
recjanling  the  missinpr  clothes  of  the  deceased,  all  of  vJiicii  a-^ 
described  to  her  she  ailmiited  knowing  to  have  been  Jessie 
M'Phersou's  iirojierty  :  and,  unaware  of  the  v.orkings  of  her 
husband's  conscience,  ami  lidieving  that  the  tin  box  wa>  safely 
out  of  the  wav,  siie  naturally  lied,  "  I  have  not  seen  any  of 
these  articles  of  dress  lately,  either  in  her  possession  or  any- 
wheie  else."  Then  the  ingenious  Fiscal  played  his  trumji  caiil 
by  iiniducing  the  box  and  clothes.  The  jjiisonci-  acknow- 
ledged that  the  box  was  hers,  and  stated  tiiat  the  clothes  had 
been  sent  to  her  l)y  the  deceased  on  I'liday,  4th  July,  to  be 
altered  and  dyed  :  that  finding  them  advertised  for  after  the 
murder  she  got  frightened,  and  sent  them  to  Ayr;  and  that 
slie  afterwards  explained  the  situation  to  her  husband,  a.nd 
iiiduccil  him  to  take  them  to  his  si-ster  in  Greenock. 

Tha.l  day.  Wednesday,  lOtli  July,  Dr.  Ma.deod  conducted 
an  experiment  for  the  nurpo.se  of  comfiai-ing  the  [>rint  made  by 
the  prisoner's  foot  with  the  footmarks  left  in  the  bedroom  of 
the  murdered  woman,  the  result,  but  not  the  mode,  of  which 
ho  ','ave  at  the  trial.  The  following  account  of  the  course  of 
this  experiment  is  taken  from  n  article  on  the  case  ]iid)lishetl 
later  by  Dr.  Macleod^  :  — 

When  >hs.  M'L.n htan  w.is  taken  into  custmiy  it  was  thoucht  most 
important  that  a  very  crircfully  made  comparison  should  be  in.«titnt(>d 
hy  a  profe.'wional  man"  bitwcuii  tbe  imprep-'ioiis  and  lior  foot.  Thi.-:  duty 
w'as  n-siunod  In-  the  SIicrilT  to  tl'o  autlior,  who  tried  .Kevrral  experiment.^ 
nn  ]w  own  foot,  to  test  the  accuracy  of  stveral  agents  to  produce 
l'iii>:i  -inns  on  wood  which  could  be  comparidile  with  t!iat  rnder  con- 
^i.ll  ,1.11.  Xolhini{  wa*  found  which  wa«  not  open  to  objection  except 
bliwd  :  i'tid  S.0  havin'.;  obtained  a  small  pliial  of  hullook's  blood,  a  thin 
coating  fif  it  Win  Tilaced  on  wa.'r.loth  and  the  prisoner  .a.sked  to  put  her 
left  foot  on  it  and  then  step  on  a  ptnnk  of  wood.  The  a.cfu.ied  icjieattd 
till."*  severnl  tiaies  without  th"  sliahtest  ohjedion— in  fiut.  apparently 
murtini:  the  test.  The  early  impressions  weie  not  suitable,  a."  the  plank 
cf  wood  ohiainrd  had  been  oiled  for  WJive  other  purix)se :  hut  when 
the  writer  had  n*  eloiiely  as  possible  imitated  the  conditio^.-,  in  which 
the  oriuinnl  impressions  had  been  made,  '.c.,  had  placed  the  bl(x>d  on 
one  side  of  the  room,  a  piece  of  carpet  between,  and  then  an  old  dry 
plank  of  wood   (all  the^te  conditions   bavini;  been  oKserved  at  No.   17 


1  "  .An  Account  of  the  Medical  Evidence  connerted  with  the  Trial  of 
JflKsie  M'Laclilau  at  nia-sguw  Autumn  Circuit.  1862.  Rv  Oeorize  H. 
H.  Mrule.id.  MI).,  F.R.C.S.E."  tiv.—Gho/ote  Mrdirol  JounwI.  1864 

vol    xi  .  50  61. 
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^andyl'ord  I'huc.  in  the  room  where  the  inipres.'^ions  wi-ie  frmml)  on 
wliich  to  ftanil.  two  iinjiii'S^iuns  were  got  wliioh  con.y|Miniif.i  with  ;i 
(itKrt'f  111  aiTMi..  y  which  was  quite  marvellous  with  the  marks  taken 
from  the  house.  In  the  minute;-t  detail  of  me:i.«uremeiit  and  uiitlliie 
did  tlicy  tally  with  the  original,  and,  in  fact,  eath  of  tht-m  was.  it 
po.'isihle,  closer  to  the  Sandyford  footmark  tlu.n  they  were  tu  one 
another. 

Thus  tlio  j)iL'M.'iice  111'  tlu'  ncciised  woman  in  the  house  wht'U 
the  deed  wus  done  was  hiM  to  be  conchi.sively  establislied  ;  and 
so  liv  one  moans  and  another,  jiartly  fair,  fiartly  unfair,  evi- 
dence was  l)rought  topotlier  which  was  considered  sufficient 
to  demonstrate  that  Mrs.  M'Lachian  ;»lone  was  piiilty  of 
tlie  murder  of  Jessie  M'l'herson  ;  and  after  eijrht  ihiys"  con- 
finement the  old  man  James  Fkining  was  set  at  liberty. ^  On 
Friday,  18th  July,  the  Undid  had  accordingly  the  [ikasure 
to  announce — 

Linr:i;ATioN  of  Mn.  Fi .^^ll^l:  .vsn  Committal  of  ti:i:  PnisoNiiK 
M'Laciii,an. 

On  W'ednes^day  altt»rnoon.  a-s  mentione<]  in  yesterday's  paper,  Mr. 
Slieriff  l^trathern  and  Mr.  Oemmel,  joint  rrocurator-Hscal,  jiroieedtd 
to  Kdinbnrgh  and  lield  a  consultation  with  the  8olicitor-(!eneral  and 
-Mr.  tlifford,  Advociife-Depute,  regarding  thi.s  ca.se.  It  was  there 
resolved  that  old  .Mr.  Fleming  shoulil  be  liberated,  as  tliere  wa.s  no 
irround  whatever  why  he  .^liould  be  loii>ier  detained  in  connection  with 
this  unha))[iy  ca.so — the  evidence  bearing,  we  a.'^unie,  that  he  was 
entiiely  cnijtless  of  any  knowledge  of  or  coinit'etion  with  the  murder  of 
Jessie  M'Pherfn.  Mr.  Flemini;  was  accordinjrly  set  at  liberty  yester- 
day morning.  It  w;i,s  also  resolved  at  the  consultation  above  referred 
to  that  Jessie  M'liitosb  or  M'Lachian  shoidd  be  fully  committe<l  on  the 
-barges  of  nuirder  and  tlieft. 


Now,  assuming  that  the  account  of  his  conduct  given  by  old 
Fleming  to  the  authorities  was  as  unsatisfactory  as  that  to 
which  ho  siibse'iueiitly  swore  at  the  trial,  there  imi\  be  little 
doulit,  in  the  civcunistancos  before  described,  that  he  laid 
liimself  open  to  the  gravest  Buspicion  of  having  been  at  least 
art  and  part,  if  not  actor,  in  the  crir.ie  :  and  that  instead  of 
beinir  libi'iated  for  the  purpose  of  ti-stifying  aLMiiist  his  fcllow- 


1  The  Sprilator,  in  an  article  .ipon  tlie  trial,  with  reference  to  the 
/irima  fmir  case  against  ohl  Fleming  and  tiiat  against  .Mrs.  M'Lachian, 
observes — "  Strange  to  ,say,  the  {!la.sgo'v  .-vuthorities  peein  to  have 
adopted  at  once,  and  witli  an  ainiwt  personal  bi.is,  the  latter,  and  to 
■)ur  minds,  we  will  not  say  the  least  prob;ihle,  but  the  most  i'nprob.^ble 
of  these  two  hypotheses.  The  fait  of  Mr.  Fleming's  inn.xe  ice  wms 
assumed  as  an  axiom,  and  the  object  of  prosiculion  appeared  to  be  not 
.so  mucli  to  prove  that  Jessie  .M'Lachian  w.i.h  guilty  of  the  murder  aa 
that   .Mr.    Fleming  had  no  concern  with  it  whatever." 
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prisoner,  ami  thus,  hy  Scots  liiw,  leivk-iLMl  immune  from  futui.; 
|.i08Ccution,  1..  oujrlit.  in  justice,  to  lir.ve  Ixeii  placed  besidu 
her  in  the  dock.  'I'li"  Ihn'hl  was  almost  ;d()iie  in  fvpressin;: 
approval  of  the  action  of  the  :iuth9iitics  in  lihenitin-jr  Fleming. i 

That  same  ni^'ht  (Tiiursday,  I7th  July)  S\ipcriiiten<k:it 
M'Call  received  a  telegram  from  the  Hami!r<  u  j.olicc  to  the 
ctYect  that  portions  of  the  skirt  of  a  ijrown  merino  gown  an<l 
of  two  petticoats,  hlood  stained  and  toin  in  jiieccs,  had  been 
discovered  in  a  field  a  mile  an  1  a  lialf  from  that  town.  The 
Glasgow  [police  then  made  a  fu'ther  search  of  the  prisoner's 
liousc  and  took  [possession  of  the  sleeve  of  a  brown  gown,  which 
was  afterwards  found  to  l)e  of  similar  material  to  that  of  the 
Hamilton  skirt.  The  torn  skirt  and  [.otticoats  were  later 
i.lentifii'd  as  the  jirojicrt  >■  'if  the  [irisonrr.- 

V.'e  shall  now  see  what  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  had  been  doing  at 
Ifamiii'su.  (tn  tlie  afternoon  of  Sat>n-day,  .")th  .July,  she  sent 
liv  her  .vervant,  Sarah  Adams,  a  black  leather  trunk  to  be 
forwarded  by  rail  to  Hamilton,  addressed  '"  Mrs.  Bain,"  as 
already  mentioned.  On  Tuesday,  the  8th,  she  jourm  yed  thither 
inco-jrnito,  chiimed  the  trunk  (which  she  left  emp^y  behind  her), 
and  was  seen  carrying  a  cons[)icuous  bundle  near  the  sjiot 
wheie  the  torn  clothes  were  afterwards  fomid.  In  the  course 
of  an  hour  or  two  spent  in  the  neighbourhood  u]'on  her  secret 
errand  she  contrived  to  converse  with  nine  [.ersons.  all  of 
whom  later  identified  her  as  the  woman  to  whom  they  had 
sjioken.  The  articles  thus  rceovi  nd  having  been  sent  to 
(dasgow,  the  prisoner,  on  '-'1st  July,  was  again  invited  by  the 
Procmator-tiscal  to  walk  into  his  otficial  [larlom-,  wheie,  being 
siiown  "  1:5  [.ieces  of  flannel,  as  also  6  pieces  of  wincey  cloth, 
as  also  CO  jiieces  or  thereby  of  merino,"  she,  in  pursuance  of 
her  fatal  [.oli>.y  of  negation,  denied  that  they  belonged  to  her. 
and  a  declaration,  extending  on  this  occasion  to  a  modest  three 
folio  [lagis  (inly,  was  taken  from  hei-  to  that  effect. 


1  "  It  io  no  smal  sntisfaction  to  us.  wp  nuist  dotlare.  that  in  spil« 
of  the  stronijest  prPJiiHice  and  irross  |>ct vprsi.m  of  f;ut.^.  wc  struck  in 
and  t/)ok  the  side  of  the  old  innocent  on  Saturday  liu-t ;  and  wc  believe 
we  are  the  onlv  naper  in  the  citv  that  did  «(i  without  tlie  ieas-t  equivo- 
ration."— ^•/1.-;'/.»«•  Ilrrtilfl,  19th' July,   1862. 

-  It  i."  to  be  observed  th.it  this  ideeve,  which  formed  jiart  of  the  dress 

•orn  liv  Mr.«.   M'l.a.liian  on  the  night  of  thr  rniuder.  wa»  entirely  free 

Mom  blood.      The  ijUirt  and  pettiioiilx.  on  the  other  hand,  were  soaked 

witli  blood  in  a  manner  difficult  to  account  for  except  a.x  explained  by 

her  own  "Statement"  ufttrnienlioned. 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


On  1st  August  tluix"  wore  suhiiiitted  to  PiofLssor  Pennv  for 
examination  the  iioitions  of  skirt  and  [ictticoats  aliove- 
mentioned — tlio  chemise,  worsted  polka,  and  tin  n>  1  -LinnKt 
taken  fiom  the  body  of  tlie  dccensi'd — the  cleaver  iound  in  the 
kitclien,  and  tlie  wires  of  a  crinoline,  which  had  Ijeen  L'iveii 
by  tiie  pi'isoner  to  the  witness  Mary  Black  or  Adams  on  Satur- 
day, "ith  July.  The  result  of  Professor  Penny's  examination 
of  these  articles  was  embodied  in  a  teiiort  <n  copy  whereof  will 
be  found  in  the  rejiort  of  the  trial),  in  wlii'  h  ihv  reinuter  drew 
the  following  conclusions:  — 

1.  That    tlie   stains    and    clot;!    on   tlio  feveral   aitii  lc.«    i,f    wearing 

apparc!  subjected  to  exaniinati 'ii  were  caiisod   by  blood. 

2.  Tliat  tile  ."tains  on  the  crinoline  wires  consisted  of  dried  blood. 

3.  That  the  .stains  and  clots  on  the  handle  of  the  cleaver  were  caused 

by  blood. 

4.  That   in  no  ia,'e  wa.^  it  pas-^ible  to  identify  the  Mnod  a's  iuunan 

blood. 

The  case  apiinst  the  prisoner  beiuL'  now  coini>lete.  the  indict- 
ment, charfring  her  with  the  crimes  of  tmiidi  r  and  theft,  was 
accordingly  served  upon  her  on  ."iOth  August. ^  The  tiial  was 
.ijipoiiited  to  take  place  at  the  Glasgow  Autumn  Circuit,  the 
sittings  of  which  would  i  "innieiice  in  Septcnd)er.  In  view  of 
the  intense  excitement  which  the  mysterious  features  of  the 
case  had  ni'oused  in  (Jlasgow  it  would  manifestly  have  been  in 
the  interests  of  justice  had  the  trial  lieen  removed  beyond  the 
influence  of  local  prejudice  to  the  calmer  atmosphere  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justiciaiy  in  Kilinburgh.-  The  case,  it  is  safe 
to  say,  had  been  daily  discussed,  and  each  scraji  of  news 
regarding  it  eagerly  canvassed  by  every  potential  juryman  in 
the  city.  To  meet  the  deman^l  for  information  the  Glasgow 
Press  anticifiated  the  worst  feattwes  of  modern  journalism. 
Reporters  dogged  the  footsteps  of  the  criminal  officers  and 
forestalled  in  jit  int  the  results  of  theii'  investigations  ;  even  the 
.sacred  operations  of  the  Fiscal's  rnniern  xefjrfta  were  not 
respected — witnesses    who   had    been    examined    \\er(     waylaid. 


1  With  reference  to  the  fact  that  the  deceased  is  nanie<l  iti  the  indict- 
ment "  Jessie  M'I'her.'on,  otherwise  Je.s.sie  M'Phersnn  Rii  liardfon."  it 
m.iy  be  e.\p!aine<l  that  her  real  surname  was  Ricliard.son,  she  having 
taken  the  name  of  .M'Pherson  from  the  per.*ons  by  whom  she  was 
bitmu'ht  up  at-  a  child. 

2  H.-id  this  course  been  adopted,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  trial  would 
th"ii  h.ive  been  presided  over  by  three  judi"  —-probably  the  Lord 
Justiee.rUrk  dnglis)  and  two  of  tlie  Lords  Comu'v-sioners  ofjustuiuiy. 
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III. I  full  ix[.f>rt,s  of  their  tviikncL-  imhlisbiMl  witli  such  coin- 
Tiurits  :is  filitoiial  bias  suggested;  some  j'ujiers  treated  "the 
wretched  woman  "'  ahemly  as  a  eonvictcil  murderess,  while 
■<hiddinfr  tears  of  ink  over  tlie  unmerited  sulferings  of  virtuous 
Ml.  Fleming  "'  :  others  clamoure<l  for  his  hlood  and  canonised 
the  ]iriso!icr.  Tiie  daily  nrws  sheets  rivalled  one  another  in 
startinir  fresh  theories  of  the  ci-ime.  and  advising  the  authori- 
ties how  and  how  not  to  conduct  the  inquiry.  One  journal, 
lu'ing  very  certain  that  the  rum  hottlc  found  in  the  hcise  con- 
tained laudanum,  insisted  on  an  ininiediate  analvsis.  A  wor.se 
instance  occurred  witli  reference  to  ceitain  superficial  marks  on 
tjie  jirisoner's  hands,  caused,  as  she  exjilained  and  as  the 
frown  doctors  believed,  by  the  bite  of  her  own  small  dog. 
Hiis  paiier,  liowover.  knew  better — "they  had  been  inflicted 
by  Jessie  M'Pherson  in  hei-  death  str^iggh."  In  such  circum- 
stances as  these  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  tlie  j.risoner  was  to 
obtain  that  im!^■u■Ii.■d  nial  to  A\liieh  she  was  by  law  entitled. 
Sir  Arcliiiiald  Alixon.  in  comnuntinu-  on  this  state  of  matters, 
remarks — 

Sinh  was  tlic  (luii'.ic  anxifty  for  inlelliui'nre,  tli.it  tlif  iiow-ipapors  for 
:t  month  toi,'fther  wen-  ilaily  tilled  with  tlitse  details,  accompanied  by  ihu 
iiiobl  violent  declamations  atraiiist  tiie  -woman,  as  each  successi\e  article  of 
evidence  wa.s  revealed.  To  such  a  pitch  did  the  jiublic  cxeiteirient  on  the 
snhjert  rise,  that  the  editors  of  some  of  the  daily  papers  told  my  clerk, 
-Mr.  YouML',  that  their  circulation  since  the  prc'cogiiitions  l,e(,'an  to  be 
pul)lijlicd  had  risen  from  lO.lMlo  to  '.o.fWK I  a  day  ;  and  that  if  they  could 
only  secure  a  Mrs.  M'bachlan  a  month  they  wo'idd  soon  be  in  a  situation 
to  retire  from  business  with  )i  .ndsonie  fortunes!  I  myself  was  olilii;ed, 
when  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  'vas  fixed,  U>  write  a  eirciilar  to  tlie  eili'tors 
re(|Uostinj.'  lliem  to  abstain  from  any  further  notice  of  the  cas.-.  ^-.s,  if  the 
incessunt  <lihCussion  went  on,  the  prisoner  could  never  liave  a  fair  trial.' 

On  Wednesday,  17th  September,  18G-J,  before  the  Honour- 
d)le  Lord  Deas,'  in  tlie  Old  Court  in  Jail  Square.  Glasgow,  the 
diet  against  Jessie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lachlan  was  called  at  ten 
o'clock.  As  it  Is  not  the  ]iractice  of  the  Lord  Advoca.tc  or 
Solicitor-General  personally  to  conduct  criminal  prosecutions  on 
circuit,  the  Crown  was  represented  by  Mr.  Adam  (iitTonl, 
iulvocate-deimtc,  assisted  by  Mr.  An<lrew  Mure,  advocate,  Mr. 
Andrew  Mtniay,  W.S.,  acting  as  Crown  agent.     Messr.s.  Andrew 


^  AutiihiiiijrdjJii/,  ii.  506-507. 

=  Sir  flfvirse  Deas.  (.,e>rd  IVas  (1B041887).  was  tailed  to  the  bar  in 
1828;  Sheriff  of  Ro.^s  .-m  I  (><mip,rtv  1850;  Solicitorfleneral,  1851  ;  raiced 
to  the  bentli.  1353:  knighUnl.  1858;  end  resii;ned,  1886. 
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l{iitliLifur(l  Cliirk.  Holiort  Miuloaii  su\<\  Adam  IJannatvno, 
advocates,  aiipcarcd  I'or  llio  iianm-l.  \ivv  agents  1)fiiiir  Mt>ss;s. 
.losepli  A.  Dixon.  Ji.lin  Straclian,  and  W.  M.  Wilson,  writers, 
Glastr'iw.'  ■'  lx)ii<r  iK-l'oiu  tliu  hdur  lor  ilie  asscniljliiifj;  of  the 
Court."  s.ivs  tlie  .Vorth  iititi^li  iJcili/  Mni/,  "Jail  S(]i;arc  was 
blockaded  l>v  an  t-atri'r  and  wistful  thronjr.  amoiitrst  whom  tltc 
most  c A tra vacant  rumours  ami  divcrsiticd  speculations  in 
lelation  to  tiie  case  [lasseil  freely  eurient.  Every  door  was 
l)esiejrfd  by  impatient  apfilioant.s  for  admission,  and  it  was  only 
by  dint  of  a  piod  deal  of  struprsrlc.  coiiHict.  and  turmoil  tliat 
otHcitds.  juiymen,  and  witnesses  were  able  to  force  ;i  jiassajje." 

The  punnel  was  placed  at  the  bar,  attended  liy  the  prison 
matron  and  a  female  warder.  Accorditip  to  the  Herald,  "  She 
entered  llie  dock  witli  a  quick  step.  l»ut  she  was  very  pale,  and 
evidentlv  slijrhtly  a<ritateil.  She  wore  a  straw  bonnet  trimmed 
with  white  rilibou  interwoven  with  black  lace,  a  lilac  merino 
;,-own,  and  a  thin  black  shawl."  The  Mitniiin/  Jniininl 
ilescribe.i  her  as  "  ]>resentin<:  not  the  slif,'htest  apjiearance  of 
ajritatioii."  and  with  "a  .slight  tlush  on  her  cheek."  'I'he 
reporters  also  diti'er  in  their  millinery  terminolopry— none  but 
the  jurv  ever  arrived  at  a  unanimous  ojiinion  on  any  ([uestion 
connected  with  this  bewilderin-r  case.  No  objection  was  taken 
to  the  relevancy  of  the  indictment  ;  the  punnel  pleadecl  not 
tjuiltv  ;  and  the  jury  were  balloted  and  empannelled.  A  special 
ilefence  was  lodpeil  for  Mrs.  M'Lachlan.  '•  that  th<-  nnuder 
;dlerred  in  the  indictment  was  committed  by  Janus  Klrinin<j-. 
residing  with  John  Fleminjr.  accountant,  in  or  neai  S^mdyford 
Place,  Glasgow."       The  trial  then  proceeded. 

With  much  of  the  evidence  accumulated  afiainsi  the  priNoncr 
wc  have  already  dealt,  i-.nd  it  is  only  nccessaiy  now  to  indicate 
the  remaininsr  portions  of  the  Crown  Ciise,  <,'roupinL'.  so  far  as 
possible,  the  various  witnesses  with  reference  to  ihe  points  to 
which  their  evidence  relates. 

The  first  three  witnesses.  Sheriff-Substitute  Strathorn  and 
Messrs.  Gemmel  and  Hart,  join*    Piocurators-fiscal,  were  c;illed 


1  It  i.-i  iiteresting  to  not<>  that  the  .senior  niunscl  on  both  .'<idos  of 
Iho  bar  iillimatelv  bpcanie  (hptinsiiishcd  occupants  of  tlic  iiuli.ial  bpiirh. 
Adrcii  <;ifio.a.  Lov.I  Oifford  (18201887),  cal!.'d  to  tl.c  hiir  in  1849 ; 
Adv.vato-ckpute.  1C61 ;  Sh.iiff  of  Or!:ary.  1865:  nd-sed  tn  the  liciuh 
lt370:  rc'ijrned.  1381.  Andrew  Rut!:r.fi:rd  Clark  (bord  Kullicifur.l 
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to  provi'  Mil'  pani'l's  throo  declriratinns.  They  woie  croBs- 
fxiuninfii  hv  Mr.  Cl.aik  with  ipiircTico  tn  the  circumstaiircK  in 
which  t\n«'  were  emitted,  iuid  espcciiilly  iiH  to  tlie  fact  that 
when  the  [iiisoner's  hushilid  was  appreheiideil  aii<l  his  dechira- 
tuiii  taken  I'or  use  aL'ainst  his  wife,  the  aiitliorities  well  know 
iha'  he  h:id  heeii  uliseiil  ficin  (llasjjjow  at  the  time  of  the 
inui'dcr.' 

Mr.  Fk.'iiiiig  and  his  son  Jnhii  havinir  L'lven  their-  evidence 
T' n;ardin<?  the  discovery  ef  the  houy  as  before  narialed.  tlie  old 
man  J.-mes  Fleniini:  was  calh'd.  The  Mnnitiiy  .Jnitrridl 
report  states  tliat  "'  h.e  eiitereii  the  (hick  [«?>1  ninihly  " — the 
wish,  no  doul^,  was  f.ithiT  to  tlie  Miouprlit.  I'nder  tlie  tactful 
i,'ni(Iance  of  Mr.  (lifford  the  old  man  then  told  the  followinp- 
eiirions  hut  coherent  tale.  Hi  staled  that  he  was  eighty- 
seven  vears  of  a^e  :  that  lie  wa-.  emyiloyed  liy  his  soir  in 
mana'j:in'^  certain  pr'operlies  and  collect iiri,'  the  r-ents  thereof  ; 
tliat  at  half-past  nine  o'clock  on  the  ni<rht  in  (inestion,  havinp 
spent  the  eveniuLr  with  the  servant  in  the  kitchen,  he  retired 
to  bed  in  his  own  i-oom,  situated  on  the  flat  above,  leavinj;  the 
irirl  still  busy  at  her  work — "  she  had  been  thran^  for  three 
day-'  vi'  a  .va^lini'."'  That  in  the  nioinin^  he  was  awakened 
"  wi'  a  lood  s(pieal,  and  after-  that  followed  ither-  two."  where- 
upo..  he  jr.mperi  out  of  bed,  and,  looking  at  his  watcli.  found 
it  was  exactly  fmir  o'clock — "a  bonny,  clear  morninix."  That 
at.  the  time  he  attr-ibirted  the  "  si]ueals  "  to  a  sister  of  the 
servant,  who.  he  thori;j:ht,  would  be  spendinpr  the  nipjlit  -with 
her;  that  he  r-etnrned  to  lied,  fell  asleep.,  and  did  not  waken 
aj^airi  till  six  o'clock,  from  which  hour  he  lay  .u^rikti-  irntil  he 
'•ose  :  that  it  was  the  ser-vant's  invariable  cn.stom  to  brinp  his 
jiorridj^'C  up  to  his  room  about  ei;..rht  o'clock  ;  that  her  failure 
to  80  do  on  this  occasion  surprised  and  disappo'uted  him — "  I 
wearied  very  much  for  her."  That  he  rose  at  nine  o'clock, 
put  on  his  clothes,  irnd  went  downstairs  ''  exactly  after  that. 
That  he  "pied  three  chaps  "  at  ;he  servant's  bedroom  door, 
and,  receivinp;  no  reply,  tried  the  "  snccl^  "  fh.tch],  found  the 
door  locked,  and  no  key  in  it  ;  that  he  then  went  into  the 
adjoininc:  panti-y  and  foirnd  the  window-  [wicket?]  in  the  area 
standiirg   open — "  I    drew    it    to.    and    teturncd   to    the    kitchen 


1  "  It  is  impossible  to  .ippi-ovc  of  the  nictliod  of  examination  wh'cii 
.ippears  to  h.ive  bceonie  tlie  practice  in  f!lai-Eow,  and  under  which  the 
iijc-v  of  a  declaration  a.s  a  ."pontaneoiLs  or  voluntary  ."tatcnipiit  of  I  he 
prisoner  i.-^  riitu-ely-  li^'t  .«it<ht  of." — JournnI  'if  Jiin.-</ini'irtirr.  io62. 
vol.  vi.,  p.  514. 
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apain."  That  the  hie  was  then  liuniiiig  there,  and  he  put 
on  some  coals;  tliat  the  door  bell  ranj:,  and,  on  answerinfi;  it, 
he  found  the  servant  from  next  door  [Elizabeth  JJrownlie],  who 
"  wanted  the  len'  o'  a  sjiade."  That  he  •  ent  down  to  the 
washinjif-housc  [at  the  end  of  the  garden]  to  pet  the  spade,  but 
when  he  reached  the  wushinp-house  door  "  there  was  no  key 
in  it."  That  in  the  course  of  tliis  errand  he  found  the  bad; 
door  of  the  house  locked,  with  the  key  on  flic  inside:  tliat  this 
occurred  at  eleven  o'clock  ;  that  before  this  he  had  found  the 
front  door  unlocked  and  the  key  in  it,  "  just  sneckod.  ye  ken, 
not  locked  "  [ujion  which  fact  he  volunteered  to  the  Court  th'^ 
comment],  "  sae  whaever  had  been  in  they  had  pot  out  ])V  the 
door  ;  there  is  nae  doubt  o'  that."  That  his  next  caller  was 
the  bilker,  who  came  shortly  after  the  pill  Rrownlie,  and  from 
whom  he  took  "  a  half-quarter  loaf."  That  at  twelve  o'clock 
he  went  to  Mr.  I'leminp's  oMIce.  tlicnce  to  the  r>ridpepnte.  to 
overlook  some  repairs  upon  his  son's  piopeity  theie,  hihI 
returned  to  the  office,  where  he  remained  t'11  two  o'clock,  when 
he  took  a  'b'ls  home  to  Sandyford  Place ;  that  he  y.reparcd 
his  0W71  dinner,  and  did  not  apain  leave  the  house  th:it  nitrht  ; 
that  at  seven  o'clock  a  younp  man,  pivinp  the  name  of  Darnley, 
ranp  the  bell  and  asked  to  see  Jessie  M'Pherson,  upon  whom 
ho  said  he  had  piomiscd  to  call ;  that  he  [witness]  said  she 
was  not  in,  whereupon  the  visitor  left ;  that  he  observed  that 
the  screens  containing  the  washinp  in  the  kitchen  Lad  been 
"laid  or  driven  down"  apainst  the  j)ress  door;  that  he 
removed  therefrom  a  dozen  clean  shirts  belonpinp  to  him.  two 
of  which  he  saw  were  "  maiked  with  IiIocmI,"  and  laid  them 
by  in  his  chest  of  drawers  ;  that  nt  eipht  o'clock  he  made  tea, 
and  sat  up  till  after  nine,  thinkinp  that  the  servant  "  wouM 
make  her  ap|uiirance,  but  she  did  not."  That  next  nuirninp 
(Sunilay)  the  bell  was  runp  by  the  milkman,  but  he  did  not 
answer  it  ;  th;it  he  made  his  own  breakfast  and  ■  ^nt  to  the 
church :  that  on  liic  way  tliithf  he  had  so?  .<  ■  -erRation 
with  u  neiplibour.  Mr.  M'.Mlister :  that  in  tin.  •  noon  ho 
dined  o-  bread  and  cheese,  and  went  apain  t>  churcli  :  tunt  fho 
same  nit'lit  the  lad  harnley  repeated  lii~«  visit,  and  asked  if 
Jessie  M'lMierson  was  in,  when  tlie  foUowinp  ccnversation  took 
place: — "I  said,  'No.'  lie  asked.  'Is  she  at  church?'  I 
said,  '  I  don't  know.'  J^ays  lie,  '  If  she  comes  out  the  town 
will  she  come  this  wayt'  1  said,  'I  suppose  she  will.'  li- 
went  away."       That  on  the  Monday  morninp  he  roRc  at  eipht 
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I'clock,  as  was  his  practice  on  that  day,  to  go  Ihroup-h  tlio 
Uridgcgate  propcTty  and  collect  the  rents  :  that  he  went  to  the 
oi'lice  for  his  hooks,  collected  his  rents,  deposited  same  at  the 
orHce,  and  returned  home  ahout  one  or  two  o'clock  ;  and  that 
at  four  o'clock  '"  yoting  John  "  came  home,  followed  by  his 
fatlicr. 

The  witness  then  descrihed  tlie  findinir  of  the  hofly,  as  l)efore 
narrated;  id(-n1iiieil  the  pawned  plate  as  his  son's  property: 
ii!i<l  denied  the  prisoner's  statemt^nt  that  he  h:'<\  jtriven  her 
those  articles  or  instnicteil  her  to  pawn  them.  He  recognised 
i'lc  prisoner  as  an  old  servant  of  the  family,   and  stated   that 

yciir  opo  he  had  visited  her  at  her  own  house,  having  been 
iiivitiH]  bv  her  to  do  so  when  she  was  ealline  on  Jessie 
MTlierson  :  that  he  had  once  done  the  like  on  a  previous 
occasion  :  and  that,  with  these  exceptions,  he  had  never  seen 
her  since  slie  left  his  son's  service  nntil  confronted  with  her 
on  his  examination  at  the  County  Buildings. >  He  said  that 
he  had  founil  the  glass  window  of  the  pantry  open  on  the 
iSatiuday  moi-ning,  when  he  jmt  out  his  hand  and  dicw-to  the 
wicket. 

i'liis  cl(ise<l  the  examination-in-chief  of  old  I'lcming,  and 
Ml-,  ihifhcrfurd  Clark,  then  Sheriff  of  Inverness,  and  one  of  the 
ablest  members  of  the  Scots  bar,  cnmmtnrod  his  cross-examina- 
tion, which,  to  be  apj)reciated.  must  be  read  in  ertenxn,  and  to 
the  re[iort  whereof,  jirinted  in  the  report  of  the  trial,  the  reader 
is  referred.  His  o[>cning.  "  Was  your  watch  ri^'ht  that 
S.itunl.'v  morning?"  is  significant,  for  it  was  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  time  that  the  statements  of  the  witness  were  to  be 
most  severelv  tested.  Old  Flennng  maintainod  that  on  the 
S  \t\irilav  moiTiinp  he  did  not  leave  his  lie<l  till  nine  o'clock  : 
th:!t  the  first  person  to  whom  he  spoke  after  he  rose  was  "  the 
gill  for  the  len'  o'  a  spade  "  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  that  the 
front  door  was  not  then  upon  the  chain.  Five  times,  in 
answer  to  reiterated  questions,  he  swore  that  the  girl  was  the 
first  person  to  whom  lie  oi<ene<l  the  door  that  morning.  The 
milk,  he  stnted.  in  reply  to  counsel,  was  usually  brouL'lit  to 
tlie  house  between  eight  and  nine.  Tlien  Mr.  Clark  put  his 
cnuinl  yinint,    "  Did  the  milk  come  upon  i\w  Snturdav  morn- 

1  Whc'M.  liy  ttip  wny,  iij>  w.'U"  roi")rl<'(l  iii  I  In'  ii<'\\-|..iii<  i^  ,ii  in  ■  iime, 
"  lir.  Hcninfl  iliat  he  pver  knew  lirr,  nnd.  lieini;  rpniimlpil  ihnf  flic  hail 
unco  l.iTn  hi«  oerv.itit.  affirmpd  ttiiit  Iip  would  in>t  li.ivc  taken  lipr  at 
all  for  the  n.itnp  poroon." 
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ingi  "  With  this  iipjwrently  Mmple  quostion,  frequently 
repeateil  in  viirioiis  forms.  t\n-  witness  fenced  with  an  infjenuity 
whicli  at  least  did  much  credit  to  his  mental  powers.  ""  .Seven 
sever.il  times  he  distinctly  swore  th:it  the  milklioy  .lid  not  call 
—th.it  he  ha.i  no  recollection  of  hi.s  dointy  so.  "  In  the  end, 
liowever.  he  was  l)roup;ht  to  a.lmit  that  the  milkhov  did  call 
that  moniinfj  "  betwixt  ei-ht  and  nine."  and  that  he  (witnessl 
toM  the  l>oy  that  'e  re.piired  no  milk  at  that  time.  He  first 
stated  that  he  "  suppo.se.l  "  he  wouhl  then  he  dressed;  but  on 
l)emL'  reun'nded  that  he  ha.l  rei.oate<lly  sworn  ho  did  not  rise 
till  nine  he  <iecline(l  to  '•  charire  his  memory"  as  to  whether 
ho  was  dressed  or  not. 

The  most  remarkable  p,:.ssafre  in  the  cross-examination  is 
that  which  relates  to  the  reason  (j;iveii  by  the  witness  for  open- 
in.-.'  the  door  himself  to  the  milkboy  on  'the  Saturday  morninp. 
inslea.!  of  allowiuf;  the  servant  to  do  so  as  usual.  His  answers 
to  this  question,  more  than  once  re[)cated,  were  as  follows:  — 
I'J.ssie.  ye  ken— it  was  a'  ower  wi"  .Jessie  afore  that"; 
"  There  wa.s  nae  Jessie  to  open  the  door  that  morninjj  "  ;  "  She 
was  deid  before  that  "  :  "On  Salur.lay  mornintr,  vAen.  Jessie 
was  .li.id— Nhe  couhhia  open  the  <loor  when  she  was  deid." 
Beint;  askefl  if.  when  he  answered  the  b.ll,  he  kn.-w  that  .lessi.- 
was  dead/  he  re[.lied  ("sharply  an.l  with  emphasis  ")  that  he 
•li'l  n..|.  In  answer  to  various  questions  as  to  the  position 
of  the  chain  upon  the  front  doiu-  when  first  seen  l)y  him  that 
moriiin-r.  he  said  that  the  door  was  not  upon  the  cliam  ;  then, 
that  it  was;  and.  finally,  that  it  was  not— "  I  couM  ^ive  my 
oatl»  on  it."  He  .dso  statcnl  that  he  had  l>een  throu^'h  the 
house  before  the  .nilkboy  came,  and  was  quite  certain  this  was 
after  nitie  oVln<-k.  a.hlinfr.  "  The  milkman  whiles  does  not  keep 
the  appointe«l  time."  He  refuse.!  to  be  further  drawn  as  t« 
whetlur  he  was  or  was  not  .Ircsse.i  wh.i,  lie  went  .lownstairs, 
plea.linur  ,hat  "  the  memory  .>f  a  man  of  seventv-ei^ht  yearn 
of  i-re  is  n..t  so  fresh  as  a  younjr  man's."  wher.-upon  a  juro. 
point..!  out  that  lie  ha.l  .-ilr.M.ly  piven  his  ap-  as  eiphty-s^v.-n. 
The  witness  ndhercl  to  the  lonper  fiirure.' 


1  "  Old  Mr.  FlomifiK  ii.  »  native  of  Cumboinnuld.  and  wiv*  well  known 

up   i.t    l»,.i    I'lith,    ^,I^vtl1.    and    previouH   to    HIh  rpmoval    I..   Cla^irnw 
whero   !,.>  ro:n,nen.o<l   l„.,inr.s  m  a  mar.uf..t„rpr.    \m   .K-ra,>ali„n   w».s 
thnt  ..a  hand  loot.)   weaver.     .     .     .     It   («  nU„  ^taf^nl   by  I  how-   who 
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In  rej.ly  to  fmtlitr  questions,  lie  stated  that  "  ho  couid  not 
lie  |iointed  "  as  to  whether  the  milkhoy  cinie  liefoie  or  after 
he  )iad  "  chiii)j)ed  '  at  the  servant  s  <l  or  :  ami  that  his  refusal 
to  take  in  any  milk  had  iiothin'r  to  do  with  his  not  havinp  pot 
Jiis  ).orrid;.'e  that  inorninjr — ••  I  eould  tak.-  my  jmrridp-e  wantiiiii' 
iny  milk,  and  can  do  m)  y(;i ."  The  cries,  he  said,  iieard  by 
him  in  the  nijrht  were  -as  if  somebody  was  in  distresR." 
Asked  if,  havini,'  hearti  these  rries,  .ind  in  the  mornin;,'  found 
thv  servant  missinj.'.  he^'  door  locked,  and  blood  upon  hi.s 
shirts,  he  did  not  Kusj>ect  that  something  had  hajipened.  he 
i.nsuvreii,  "No:  I  never  thocht  anythinp  was  wro'np."  He 
stated  further  that  nothing  in  the  a|i[)earan(e  of  the  kitchen 
a'.tracte«l  his  attention  on  the  Saturday,  Sunday,  or  Xfundav  ; 
that  durin-r  those  three  days  it  never  wcurred'  to  him  either 
to  send  for  the  {ioli(e  or  to  have  the  servant's  door  oj.ened,  or 
to  make  any  inijuiries  about  her  in  (lie  neiphliourhoo«l.  or  ro 
nuntion  to  the  servant  from  ne\t  df)or,  the  lad  Darnlev.  Mr. 
M'AUister,  Mr.  Sloan  (his  son's  confidential  clerk  at  the  office), 
oi-  the  other  jiersons  with  whom  he  had  spoken,  that  the  pirl 
V  :is  amissinjr— "  I  told  iiobo<Jy  ;  I  was  expecting'  her  everv  hour 
and  ever}  minute  "  ;  he  never  thoupht  that  she  had  run  away. 
Yet  he  admitted  that  she  had  never  before  been  absent  from 
the  house  excei>t  oi.  lior  d.iy  out  or  when  he  knew  her  where- 
alwuts.'  Asked  what  had  become  of  the  sinirle  teaspoon,  the 
oidy  article  of  phit.'  which  he  said  he  had  used  durinp  the 
three  days,  he  rei.lied,  '•  I  tell  you  I  ken  naethinp  about  it; 
I  took  no  charge"  [of  the  silverj.^  He  admitted  that  he 
liad  never  use<l  .spectacles  till  the  day  before  the  trial  :  those 
he  then  wore  were  given  him  as  a  present — •■  I  can  see  weel 
<  ue!ioh  to  read  without  tiiem."  He  said  that  no  milk  was 
t.(kcn  in  by  him  on  the  Saturday  or  Monday. 

This    concluded    the    ero8>5-exftmination    of    James    Meniuisj. 
It   is  noteworthy    that     I.K)nl    Deas    put    no  .,uestion   to   him 


I  And,  US  we  have  »ee:i,  he  iinnoiimi.l  to  his  mniulsoii  the  fait  of 
her  iliMip|io;iiun.i-  in  llio  won).-.  "  ,ShfV  away,  shc'.s  cat."  !t  is  alco 
to  be  iioloil  thill  altliouKh  he  nll^^.Ml.  ft«  ji  firrlher  reason  for  hi«  doinij 
iiothini?,  "I  kont  Mr.  F'leniinK  would  l.p  homo  on  Mondi.v.  and  wonld 
put  nil  thuigs  riKhl,"  he  wa*  ul  the  offico  twice  that  n'loniinK.  but 
in.*tefid  of  awaiting  hia  nonV  ntiun  fnmi  l)iui<Hm.  lie  left  oliortiv  before 
Vc.  rIeminK  ai rived.— Kvidenre  <if  Andrew  Sl<«in  at  trial. 

KIrminK  •hx-*  not  appeiir  to  li!jv.<  br<.|i  iu<ko<l   if  lie  did   no*    miy.s  the 
.."toinaiy  silur,  wliiih,  in-cordinK  to  bin  wm's  evidence,  was  wlmt  the 
nrvurit   "  had    onl    for   daily    use    from   the    sideboard   in    the    dininc- 
room.  " 
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directly  (tliouuli  his  loidsliiii  intLiiOLiratod  wtllniL'h  every  other 
witness  in  the  case),  beinsr  satisfied,  no  douht,  that  he  had  told, 
in  terms  of  his  oath,  "  thi'  tiutli.  the  wliolc  tnith.  and  iidthiiig 
but  the  truth."' 

With  i-efer-eiicc  (I)  to  the  a|iatliy  di-jilayed  li\-  all  Fkiuinp; 
rejriUilinjj;  the  servant's  disaiipearance,  and  {'2)  to  whii*  Ix)rd 
Deas  termefl  his  "  confusion  "'  as  to  the  incident  of  the  millihoy, 
althoiiph,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  Mrs.  Gamp,  we 
"  seek  not  to  proticijiate,"  it  may  now  be  mentione<l  tliat  the 
follov.ing  facts  were  clearly  ]iroved  by  the  evidence  of  other 
witnesses: — (1)  That  old  Fleming  was  notoriously  of  an 
alinormally  suspicious  and  inquisitive  disposition  :  that  nothinj^ 
could  take  [dace  in  the  house  without  arousing  his  curiosity; 
that  the  dooi-  bell  could  not  be  rung  without  liis  knowinfr  the 
cause,  and  th.it  he  would  even  rise  from  !iis  bed  to  look  out 
of  the  window  on  such  occasions  ;  that  if  a  servant  left  the 
house  upon  an  errand  he  must  know  where  .she  hiid  been  and 
what  slie  did  ;  that  he  devoted  much  attention  to  acquiring  a 
full  knowledge  of  such  jjcrsons  as  visited  the  servants,  and,  if 
possible,  jicrsonally  interviewed  them :  that  lie  extended  the 
sphere  of  his  observations  to  the  servants  next  door  so  far  a.^ 
he  had  oii])i)rtunitv  of  spying  upon  their  movements  ;  and  that 
in  everything  relating  to  the  decease<l  girl,  who  enjoyed  a  special 
share  of  his  attentions,  he  was  known  to  be  pecidiarly 
interested.  ('2)  That  the  milk  was  tisually  ilelivered  at  the 
hou.se  not  later  than  twenty  minutes  to  eight  in  the  morning ; 
that  jirior  to  the  Saturday  in  question  he  had  never  answereil 
the  cidor  to  the  milkman  ;  that  at  7.40  a.m.  on  tliat  day  the 
milkboy  rang  once  as  usual ;  that  there  was  no  delay  in  answer- 
ing his  ring  :  that  the  boy  heard  the  chain  being  taken  off  the 
door:  that  ohl  I'Tenung,  diessed  in  "  b'ack  clothes,  '  himself 
oj'tned  the  door,  and  "  said  he  was  for  nac  milk  "  :  and  that 
never  befoie  that  morning  had  milk  been  refused  at  that 
house. 

The  history  of  the  prisoner's  movements  upon  the  night  of 
the  Clime,  so  far  as;  known,  were  given  l)y  the  following  wit- 
nesses: — Jfary  Hlack  rir  Adams,  who  washed  and  went  errands 
for  her,  depone<l  that  on  the  forenoon  of  Friday,  4th  Jidy, 
when  washing  in  the  prisoner's  house,  she  was  sent  by  Mrs. 
M'Laildan  to  rwleeni  from  pawn  a  grey  cloak  which  tlie 
{irisoner  "  said  she  wanted,  to  go  from  liomo  "  ;  that  for  this 
purpose  the  |irisoner  gave  her  a  looking-glass  tn  pliMtge  for 
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(is.  to  eiiahlc  liLT  to  jiay  4s.  7Jd.  to  release  the  cloak  ;  that 
tiie  j.risoiKT  requested  witne.ss  tc  return  between  nine  ami  ten 
that  night  to  kecj)  her  child,  as  she  was  going  to  see  Jessie 
MI'lRi>uii  ;  that  witness  asked  Ijer  why  she  went  so  lute,  to 
which  the  i^tisoner  rejilied  that  it  was  the  time  when  Jessie 
was  got  alone— that  the  old  man  went  to  bed  then,  adding, 
that  '•  he  was  fashions  about  any  jiersnn  coming  to  the  hou.se  "  ; 
that  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  at  the  same  time  (old  witness  to  go  to  a 
smith's  shop  and  ask  tlie  smith  to  come  an<l  "  sort  "  the  check 
Key  of  tiie  front  door  :  that  witness  forgot  to  do  so,  and  was 
{.revented  from  retuiiiinu:  tliat  nigiit  to  look  after  the  nri.soner's 
chikl. 

Mrs.  Fraser  deponed  that,  calling  at  the  [irisoner's  liouse 
on  +he  Friday  night,  she  found  her  dressing  to  go  out  :  that 
Ihe  pri.soner  gave  her  a  glass  of  rum  out  of  a  bottle  ;  that  they 
went  out  together,  and  pa.  ted  at  the  Gushet  House,  in 
•Stobcross  Stroct,  at  about  ten  m-'iutes  past  ten. 

Mrs.  Camiibell,  who  lodged  with  the  prisoner,  heard  her 
and  Mrs.  Fraser  go  out  togetlier  about  ten  o'clock  ;  she  k's-vr 
of  no  check  key  for  the  front  door,  but  the  prisoner  had  often 
.'■jjokcu  of  getting  one;  she  missed  a  bottle  from  her  lunise  on 
the  following  ^fonday,  but  could  not  identify  the  bottle  pro- 
duceil  as  hers.  At  half-past  five  on  Saturd.iy  morning  (there 
was  a  public  clock  \isil)le  from  her  window)  slie  was  awakenf^l 
by  the  crying  of  the  prisoner's  child,  and  going  into  her  loom 
found  the  chihl  alone  in  the  bed  and  the  pri.soner  absent.  The 
door  bill  was  lung  at  nine  o'clock,  and  witnes.s,  answering  it, 
admitted  the  prison-r.  She  was  carrying  a  large  bundle 
under  lier  cloak,  and  went  straight  into  her  own  room.  Mrs. 
Campbell  noticed  that  the  pri.soner  was  then  wearing  a  brown 
merino  gown,  whicli  witness  had  never  seen  before,  and  difTerent 
from  the  (b-e.ss  siie  liad  on  the  previous  niirht. 
^  In  wliutever  manner  Mr.s.  M'Lachlan  had  spent  fliut  eventful 
Friday  night  »ho  allowed  herself  little  time  for  rest  or  reflection 
upon  the  following  day.  lie'-  movements  during  Saturday, 
nth  July,  itiay  bo  traced  with  much  minut^_ncs^  in  the  evidence 
of  tl;e  Various  witnesses,  of  which  space  here  permits  only  a 
rapid  survey.  .\f(er  her  return  Mrs.  Campbell  saw  her  go 
downstairs  to  her  cellar  with  a  clothes-basket,  and  at  ten 
o'clock  she  again  went  out.  Some  time  in  the  forenoon  the 
prisoner  purchased  in  the  shoj.  of  James  Fullcrton.  ironmonger, 
Argyle  Street,  a  japanned  tin  box,  in  wliieh  slic  placed  n  bundlc 
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nhv   had    l)r(,iiplit    with   hvr  :    sliu   then   paiiluclicl    the   box    and 
took  iuvay  the  key.       Slie  statul  that  she  was  j,'oing  to  K<)in- 
burtrh   in   the  afternoon  and   would    rit\)iii   later   for   the   box. 
Slje  did  not   do  so.  however,   until  We(hics<hiv,   the  9th.      This 
was  the  hox  tnrrnsted  on  that  day  to  the  i-.uc  of  the  mythieal 
"  Mrn.    Daiiik'y.    Ayr,"   eontaininir,    as   we   know,    the   ini.-^sinL' 
(lothes  of  the  deceased,    other   tiian   the   brown    merino   pown. 
At  eleven  o'clock  she  was  at  the  house  of  Mrs.   Hainny  '(Mrs. 
Adams'   lan.ilady)    inijnirin<r    for    Mrs.     Adams,    who   wa:-    not 
then  in.       IJi^tween  eleven  and  twelve  she  called  at  the  factors 
otBce  and  j.aid  the  witness  Uailton  £  1  to  account  of  the  .£4  I'tg. 
she  v.us  due  in  res|,eet   of  an  ears  of  /ent.       Raihon  paid  the 
money  into  the  bank,  which  clewed  that  day  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Between    twelve    an<l    one    she    pledjred,    in    name    of    "Mary 
.M'Donald."'  the  articles  of  silver  plate  before  referred  to.   with 
Lundie.  the  pawnbroker,  a.skin<r  t(j  10s.  and  receivinff  fG  ms. 
At  u  iiuarter-jmst  one  siie  was  back  at   Mrs.    Kainnv's  house, 
when.  imiViui:  Mrs.  A.iams  was  still  out.  she  askenl  Mrs.  liainnv 
to  redeem  for  her  a  black  pof.lin  dress.       Mrs.   IJainnv  did  so, 
and  the  prisoner,  in  her  house,  then  ehanj;ed  the  brown  merino 
j,'own  she  was  wearing'  and  put  on  the  pojain,  remarkint'  Ihat 
she    was   fjoinK   with    the     former    to    the-   dyers.        Kli/.aheth 
M'Crt.ne,   shopwoman  to   Robert  Miiiiav.   dver.   Arpvle  Street, 
<lepone(l  tiiat  on  Satunlay,  r)th  Jidy.  a  womiai  frivini:  the  nam.- 
of  "  .M- Donald    "  left  a   brown  merino  dress  to   be  dved  black 
and  a  jrrey  cloak  to  be  cleaned.        Witness  could  not  identif. 
the  prisoner  as  the  woman.       At  half-past  three,   in  her  own 
hou.se,    the   prisoner  asked   Sarah   Adams   («ho    had    until    Hve 
weeks  l,ef<.r,.  been  her  servant)  to  take  a   black  leather  trunk, 
with  an  address  .m  it,   to  the  railway  station  to  be  forwar.ied 
to   llannhon.        S.iah    •couldn't  read   writinp."    but    this   we 
know  was  the  trunk  consitrni^d  to  the  apocrvphnl  "  Mrs    Rain  " 
m  which  were  the  bloo.l-stnined  skirt  an-l  pettico.,t«  worn  bv  the 
prisoner  on  the  nipht  of  the  murder.        At   four  o'clock    Mrs. 
Adams,  havinp  heard   from   Mrs.    h'.iitinv  that  Mrs     M'l^iehlin 
w,she.l    to   see    her.    e.dled    at   the   j.risoner's   house,    and    was 
entriiste<l  w,th  the  sum  of    f2  for  the  purpo.^e  of  redeeminir 
certam   articles   belonirinc:   U,   her    from    pawn.        lU-infr  aware 
that   the   prisoner  ha.l    previously    been   short   of   monev,    Mrs 
Adams  made  the  jwular.  but  in  the  circumstances  infelicitous, 
remark,    "Whom   dirl    you    rob?"        The    ,.ri«oner    then    pave 
her  the  wires  of  a  crinoline,  whirl,  s|„.  v  nd  had  liem  acci,lcntallv 
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burmn]  Ly  her  child  jmshiii<r  it  from  a  chair  into  the  fire, 
nil  I  told  Mrs.  Adams  to  "  m:ike  them  rjown  "'  for  her  daiitrhter 
^^ariih. 

The  <|rcsses  of  Jessie  M'l'licrson  and  the  jirinonerH  clothen 
were  identitied  h_v  <livcrs  witnesses,  with  whose  evidence  it  is 
unnecessary  to  deal  in  detail— the  former  by  the  .leceased's 
riends  and  fellow-servants,  Miu-y  Pownie  and  Martraret 
Maclachlan  ;  the  litter  l,y  Mrs.  Campbell,  .Mrs.  Adams.  Sarah 
Adums,  and  Mrs.  M-Grefjor.  the  dressmaker.  The  adventures 
of  the  tin  box  and  <>:  ,!ie  leather  trunk,  an<!  how  Mrs.  M'Laehlaii 
spent  her  day  in  the  country,  have  f)een  alreaily  mentioned. 

We  hive  now   brieliy  to  note  the  purport  of  the  remaining 
evidence  adduced  for  the  Crown. 

Kliraiieth  Hrownlie,  the  servant  from  ne\t  door  who  came 
for  the  spade,  contraJicted  old  Heminp  in  several  jiarticulars. 
She  stated  that  she  ranijr  the  bell  of  No.  17  on  th.-  Saturday 
afternoon  between  two  and  three  o'clock  ;  that  the  old  man 
answered  it,  and  said  '"the  jrirl  was  out":  that  she  accom- 
p.-mied  him  downstairs  to  the  back  door  :  that  he  went  half-way 
down  to  the  wasiiins-house  outside,  turned  iiack.  and  (ol.i  her 
the  door  was  locked  ;  that  she  suppested  that  tlie  kev  mipht  be 
m  the  kitchen,  but  he  said.  "  No,  he  had  alrea.lv  looked 
there."  She  was  not  in  the  kitchen,  and  did  not  notice  the 
Hoor  of  the  lobliy.  In  cross-examinntion  witness  stated  that 
li  'lore  this,  at  ten  o'clock  the  same  morninp,  she  had  seen  old 
I'li'minp  po  out  for  coals  to  the  coal  cllar  adjoininp  the 
washitip-house,  and  that  his  manner  of  doinp  so  attracted  her 
attention  at  the  time— "he  looked  round  to  see  if  any  person 
wa.s  lookinp."  SI,,,  h-ul  l,een  informe.l  bv  the  .leceased  that 
old  M,'.,nin-  watched  all  thf-t  the  neiphbours'  servants  did.  ami 
witness  had  hear.l  lier  speak  of  him  as  "  that  auld  deevil." 

Andrew  Darnley  describtnl  his  visits  to  No.  17  on  the  Satur- 
day and  Sunday  tdphts.  He  stated  that  on  the  first  wcwi-m 
he  aske.1  old  1-leminp  "  if  there  was  one  Jessie  M'Pherson 
Ih.o?"  which  the  old  man  denied  and  afterwards  admitted; 
Ihat  m  reply  to  his  qui'stimis  the  ol.l  man  saiM  "she  had  Iwen 
out  a  poo,i  while":  and  that  ..n  the  followinp  nipht  when 
a-airi  informed  by  oM  Fleminp  that  .Jessie  was  not  in,  wim.ss 
retnarked,  "  .S„rely  she  was  often  out  just  now/'"  t..  uhi,  h 
the  old  man  made  no  reply. 

Andrew    Sloan,    clerk    and    cashier    to    Mi.    .I,,hii    Flemim;, 
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tlfmiiiLT,  to  coUoet  tho  rents  of  ;i  uuinher  of  Kinull  lioiises  at 
&  salnry  of  £10  -^  year;  that  on  Saturday,  5th  July,  old 
Fleming  was  in  the  ottice  for  half  an  hour  :  that  he  was  apiin 
there  on  Monday,  the  7tli,  at  nine  o'clock  :  tliat  he  paid  witness 
the  rents  he  had  collected  ;  tliat  iie  left  the  oiiice  at  ten  o'clock, 
before  Mr.  Fleming  and  his  son  came  uj)  from  Dunoon  ;  antl 
that  he  made  no  reference  to  the  disappearance  of  the  servant. i 

John  M'Allister  stated  that  he  met  old  Fleming  outside  his 
own  door  in  Berkeley  Terrace  on  the  Sunday,  shortly  before 
eleven  o'clock,  on  his  way  to  church.  "  Had  old  Fleming 
always  a  respectable  character?  "  asked  Mr.  (liflord.  "  So 
far  as  I  know,"  said  the  witness.  In  rcf)ly  to  Mr.  Gark, 
witness  never  heard  anything  against  his  character  until  the 
present  case  came  out,  and  did  nf)t  know,  until  Ijr  saw  it  stated 
in  the  newspajiers.  that  Fleming  had  been  before  the  kirk 
session.  "  Now,  Mi-.  Clark,"  said  his  lordshin  at  this  point, 
"this  need  not  be  opene<l  up  just  now  with  (he  witncs.s,"  and 
Mr.  Cl.irk  sat  down.- 

Charlcs  O'Neil,  architect,  jiroved  six  plans  of  No.  17  Sandy- 
fonl  n-.ce  prepared  by  him  (three  of  which  are  reproduced 
in  the  ])resent  volume).  In  reply  to  Mr.  Clark,  witness  stated 
that  the  iloor  of  the  kitchen  w,.s  composed  of  a  har.l  bluish 
stone,  which  woidd  dry  rapidly. 

Tlie  jury  at  this  point  desired  to  see  the  [ilans.  but  Lord 
Deas  told  them  "  that  the  less  they  confused  themselves  with 
plans  the  better."  The  reader,  undismayed  by  this  dictum, 
will  ob.scrve  from  the  jjlaiis  of  the  sunk  floor  that,  in  addition 
to  the  blooil  stains  in  the  basement  before  described,  there 
were  marks  of  blood  on  the  wall  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  ; 
on  the  floov  of  the  room  in  which  old  Fleming  kept  his  clothes, 
and  also  in  the  lobby  near  the  back  door.  None  of  these  marks 
W!iN  exj»Liine<l  by  the  evidence. 

The  motive  for  the  prisoner's  commission  of  tlio  crimes 
lil)elle<l.  as  stiggestccl  bv  the  Crown,  beinor  hor  noverty,  Thomas 
Millar,  pawnbroker,  was  called  to  prove  the  jiawning  of  goods 
by  Mis.  Ailams  and  her  datighter  Sarah  in  May,  June,  and 
July   in  name  of  "  Marv  Fraser,   Main  Street  "  ;    and  Thomas 


1  It  will  ho  ob.'sprved  that  Mr.  Rlo.in's  evidence  flatly  coiiti;«iict«  that 
of  old  Fleniinc  .n.«  to  the  time  fpetit  by  the  latter  in  hii<  K>n'»  otrue  on 
the  Saturday  .and  Monday. 

2  We  shall  pee  in  the  PiMinel  wlii.t  was  the  natiiro  nt  tlio  fnmn  to 
which  the  witness  ref!'rro<l. 
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liobl),  assistant  sujicriiUumlent  of  police,  (lojiotied  to  his  dis- 
covery in  the  prisoner's  house  of  foity-one  nawn  ticktts  in 
that  name.  Sarah  Adams  said  that,  hefore  she  left  the 
jirisoner's  service,  -Mis.  M'Lachlan  had  sent  her  to  liorrow  £'2 
from  Jessie  M'Pherson.  She  got  the  money.  Da  .id  Caldwell, 
wlio  had  char<;e  of  the  iiro;ierty.  li*2  Broomielaw ,  stated  that 
the  prisoner  was  in  arrear  with  her  rent  in  July.  In  reply 
to  Mr.  Clark,  witness  said  he  had  told  her  tliat  he  did  not 
desire  to  jiusli  matters  to  an  extremity.  lie  had  no  intention 
of  takinir  immediate  sti  |is  ajrainst  her. 

Two  bank  officials  deponed  that,  ar  tlie  date  of  the  crime, 
old  I'leming  had  £I.JO  and  £."50  at  tlie  credit  of  his  accounts 
with  the  Savings  15ank  and  Koyal  Hank  of  Scotland  resi)ectively 
— the  inference  beinj;  that,  in  such  circumstances,  he  was 
unlikely  to  steal  his  son's  plate  for  the  iiurjiose  of  raisin<j 
.£l'  ir)s.  for  a  trip  to  the  Highlands. 

The  medical  evidence  for  the  prosecution  was  given  by  Dr. 
Watson,  who  first  saw  tlie  body,  ami  by  Drs.  I-leming  and 
Maeleod,  who  had  conducted  the  jmst-mortem  examination,  and 
were  examined  wiih  refeience  to  tlieir  rejiort.  Some  portions 
of  their  evidence  we  have  already  noticed.  The  injuries 
infiicted  upon  the  deceased  were  of  three  classes,  viz.,  (tirst) 
two  tiansverse  wounds  across  the  bridt,'e  of  the  nose,  and  another 
of  similar  character  across  the  forehead  ;  (second)  a  multijilicity 
of  wounds  uiion  the  back  of  the  head  and  neck,  mostly  on  the 
right  side ;  and  (third)  certain  incisions  ujion  each  of  the  hands 
and  wrists.  The  body,  when  first  seen,  lay  on  its  face  on  the 
floor  between  the  taljle  and  the  bed,  the  bed-clothes  and  pillows 
of  which  were  heajied  together  and  stained  with  blood.  A 
blood-stained  sheet  was  found  rolled  up  under  the  basin -si. ind. 
It  was  damp,  an-  presented  the  ai)pearance  of  having  been 
washed.  The  upper  portion  of  the  body  was  clad  in  a  chemise 
and  a  woollen  jacket,  both  of  which  were  quite  damp.  The 
neck  and  chest  of  the  deceased,  and  also  a  poition  of  the  bed- 
room floor  between  the  table  and  the  heaithstone,  ai)peared 
to  Iiave  l)cen  waslsed  with  water.  The  furnitme  of  the  room 
was  in  confusion,  and  there  were  vai'ious  marks  of  blood  on  the 
hearthstone  and  on  tlic  floor  beyond  the  washed  area,  notably 
the  tliree  footprints  before  described.  The  dix-tors  wt-re  of 
I'piiiion  that  all  the  iiijtn-ics  inflicted  couM  liave  been  caused 
liy  the  cleaver  produced  :  altliough  Dr.  Watson  thoutrht  that 
the  cuts  on  the  wrists  must  have  been  made  with  a  sharper 
m,-,truinent. 
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Mr.  Clark  iToss-examiiied  Drs.  Fk'miiif,'  jiiid  Mackoil  with 
roierence  to  the  •■remarkable  bruise"  on  the  back  of  the 
boJy  spoken  to  l»y  Dr.  Watson,  liut  not  mentioned  by  them  in 
their  report,  anci  of  wliich  they  had  no  recollection.  f»ii  the 
reading  of  the  repoi  t,  l.ord  I)ea.s  rightly  objected  to  the  passage 
regarding  "evidence  oi  a  nevere  conflict"  therein  s(ated  to 
liave  been  ol>taine<]  in  the  kitchen,  as  not  jirojier  to  a  medical 
report.  Dr.  Fieniing  could  give  no  rea.son  in  sn]>port  of  this 
view  other  tlian  the  streaks  upon  the  kitchen  floor,  cauaed  by 
I  he  dragging  of  the  body:  but  Dr.  Marleod  niaintuined  thai 
liround  the  ciieiimference  of  the  washed  porti<m  of  the  kitchen 
fli.or  he  noticed  confused  lootmarks— ••  they  were  the  marks 
of  !i  sort  of  twist  or  tnni  of  the  heels  on  the  Hoor.  and  the 
ball  of  a  foot  had  also  left  its  marks  on  tiie  stones.  There 
were,  upon  the  jawbox.  upon  the  insiile  of  the  door,  upon  the 
doorj.ost,  upon  the  nig  or  mat.  upon  an  angle  of  the  wall 
immediately  outside  of  the  kitchen  door,  upon  the  upper  part 
of  the  door  of  the  pantry  press  close  to  the  kitchen,  in  the 
p.i.ssage  between  the  kitchen  and  the  room,  and  also  ui^on  the 
cornel'  of  the  wall  at  tiie  foot  of  the  stair,  marks  of  l)lood. 
Ilicre  was  also  blood  on  the  lowest  .stet)  of  the  stair."  l"pon 
these  marks.  couple<l  witli  the  wotiiuls  oti  the  deceased's  wrists, 
he  base!  Iiis  opinicii. 

Professor  I'enny  pioved  his  report   upon  rhe  several  articles 
esaniinetl  by  him  as  already  rieiitioned. 

'llie  declatiitions  of  the  jirisoner  were  then  about  to  be  read, 
when  .Mr.  ("lark  olijectcd  to  their  admission.  They  were,  he 
said,  unfairly  taken,  and  did  not  form  tli.-  .■oluntary  state- 
ments (.f  thi'  jirn!.'!.  'Die  right  of  the  Crown  to  take  declara- 
tions h:.d  been  greatly  abu.sed  in  this  case,  and  to  admit  them 
would  lie  o()y)ressive  to  the  prisoner  and  utijust.  His  objection.s 
were  as  follows: — (I)  That  ihe  husband  of  the  panncl  had 
lieen  apprehended  on  the  same  charge,  and  had  been  examined 
iiy  the  ."^hcrifif-Sub.stitute  and  the  Proein'atf>r-Hscal  before  six 
emitted  her  iirst  decluation,  and  at  a  time  when  the  SheritT 
and  Fiscal  had  no  reason  to  suspect  that  the  husljaiid  was  in 
any  way  conniTted  with  the  ciime.  and  that  his  declaration 
had  been  taken  as  a  |irecognition  l)y  which  to  cross-examine  the 
ji.'innel  ;  (•_')  that  the  three  declarati(;ns  taken  from  the  panrwl 
were  not  profier  declarations  or  voluntary  statements  at  all, 
btit  a  scries  of  answeis  to  questions  put  by  the  Fiscal  as  to  .1 
witness  :  (:i)  tiiat  the  examination  of  the  pnnnel  bail  bec" 
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ofipiessivo  in  resipcct  of  the  k'nurth  of  the  declination  nnd  thv 
tinii'  occii[)ie(l  in  the  examiiiutioii  :  and  (4)  that  the  panncl  was 
siibjctefJ  to  unfair  ti-catment  undei-  examination,  in  respect. 
Jis  apfieared  from  the  second  dei-hiration,  she  was  cross- 
examiutd  ahout  certain  articles  then  in  tlie  possession  of  the 
Fiscal,  whiclj  were  not  shown  to  her  till  after  the  exaniiniition 
with  reference  to  them  had  l)cen  coneludc<l,  "n  .  '  h  had  heen 
done  for  tlie  piirj'ose  of  entrapping  her  '  *o  '  I  in  i< '.  Lord 
IVas  repelled  these  ol)jections,  and  the  .eel  ,  Jioi  s  were  then 
read,  which  closed  the  case  for  the  Cro'xn.' 

The  evidence  for  the  defence  opened  with  dcoi^e  P.-iton,  the 
millsiaati.  He  stated  that  he  called  with  his  cart  as  usual  at 
Mr.  Fleniinfr's  house  at  twenty  minutes  to  eiitht  on  the  morniiifj 
of  Saturday,  .'ith  .Jidy.  His  assistant,  the  hoy  M'Qiianie, 
rari^  the  bell ;  it  was  answ-ned  immediately.  Witness  saw 
the  door  o[)ened  "  a  small  hit,"  hut  did  not  sec  who  opened  it. 
No  milk  was  taken  that  day  nor  on  the  .'Sunday  and  Monday 
following;.  On  no  other  occasions  h.id  the  milk  heen  refused 
at  tl.  .t  house. 

Donald  M'Qunrrie,  the  historic  nn'lkhoy.  deponed  to  the 
same  effect.  He  was  there  with  tlie  milk  alonjj  with  George 
Prtton  ;  he  went  up  and  ranpr  the  hell ;  old  Flemin-.:  answere<l 
it ;  he  did  not  rins,'  more  than  once,  and  had  not  to  wait  any 
time  before  it  was  answered.  lie  heard  the  chain  heincr  taken 
oil  thi!  door  before  it  was  ojieiied  iiy  old  Meniinj^.  The  old 
man  was  ilressed — he  had  on  black  clothes;   lie  said  he  "was 


ITIio  .htmnal  of  Jurl-/iniilrnrr  (1862.  vol.  vi..  p.  513),  in  an  Brtiole 
pomtKcntiii!;  on  the  mnniirr  in  which  those  declarations  were  taken, 
obsorvps — "  The  objocts  of  the  examination  appear  U)  have  been  two. 
bord  Dean  explains  one  of  them,  which  i.<;  comnion  to  all  sncli  examina- 
tions. '  Ov.p  ;;reat  object.'  .«aid  lii.';  lonl.'^liip.  '  is  to  allow  tic  prisoner 
an  oppoitnnity,  if  the  prisoner  think?  proper,  to  make  some  explana- 
tion of  the  ciicnnist/inces  which  may  seem  to  wei(jh  acainiJt  hci-.'  This 
wo  IkkI  bitlior'o  nn<iei>to<id  to  be  tlie  on'j'  object  of  such  exaniination.s  ; 
but  in  Ihi.s  caso  at  leiii^t  tlieve  wonld  aopear  to  have  been  another  jjreat 
object.  What  this  w.ia  Lord  Deas  failed  to  explain,  hut  it  may  be 
e.usily  jjatlioied  from  tho  ciicum?>tiiiuef:.  We  regret  to  say  that  it 
ap[>ear.i  to  liuve  been  i>i>lhini;  else  but  to  lead  the  prisoner  into  falfe- 
bowls  with  the  effect,  if  not  for  the  purpose,  of  do.strovint;  her  credit 
on  every  point.  .  .  .  l-'ortunately,  examinations  in  this  manner  arc. 
r.ire  ;  hut  why  f-ord  Deas  f^hoiild  have  passed  these  declarations  without 
anuniuherMon  is  not  veiy  j:pparent.  That  he  wonld  not  have  been 
jiisHfied  in  withholding  them  .altoijether  from  the  jury  may  (lerliaps  he 
admitted;  but  a  viciou.^  practice  in  a  matter  of  criminal  "iiivestij'.ation 
was  certainly  a  fair  .subject  for  criticism  bv  tho  superior  wisdom  of  the 
T-.rTn.   r :,"  Oourt  of  jiiuicaturc." 
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for  nae  milk."  'Ibis  would  be  aljout  iwoniy  iiinniti's  Xv  vns'ht  ; 
iliat  v.:,s  the  ordinary  time  of  {.'fttiiip:  to  Saii(iy;ov<l  Place. 
Witness  never  know  of  old  neniiiij^  answering'  the  door  before. 

Mrs.  Mary  Fulleiton  or  Smith  said  she  had  known  Je.ssie 
M'Plier.son  for  live  or  si.'c  years,  and  had  often  heard  hii-  speak 
of  the  [.risoner  in  friendly  terms.  She  last  saw  the  .Ureased 
on  Sunday,  '-'Sih  June,  in  Sauchiehall  Street,  when  walking: 
with  her  hiisbaml.  MrM.  Smith  remarked  to  Jessie  that  she 
was  lookint:  ill.  whereupon  the  1  itter  said,  "  I  do  not  feel  very 
hajipy  or  coinfoi  table  with  old  Mr.  Fleniiii!.'.  for  he  is  actually 
an  oW  wreteli  an  1  an  old  devil  "  ;  she  said  that  very  seriously. 
She  also  said  she  wotdd  com(>  to  see  witness  on  thai  day  fort- 
ni„lit — M-y  Sunday  out — when  she  would  tell  her  something' 
that  she  did  ii<.t  like  to  tell  before  Mrs.  Smitli's  busbniid— 
"  I  cannot  tell  you  what  is  the  cause,  because  Sandy  is  with 
vou."  Witness  knew  that  the  iirisonor  and  .Tcssie  MTlierson 
were  pretit  friemls. 

Mai  V  M'lMierre.n  or  .M'Ki'iiion,  i  losu  r-sistcr  of  the  decease<l, 
sjioke  to  the  allectionate  relations  ^;ll.•';istin<r  between  Jessie 
and  the  prisoner.  Witness  last  saw  lier  sister  nlive  a  month 
before  tiie  mutder,  and  asked  her  why  she  never  came  to  see 
her.  Ill  replv.  Jessie  saitl  she  had  so  much  to  do.  and  her 
heart  was  "broken  by  the  old  man,  who  was  so  in.piisitive 
that  the  dooi  oell  never  ranfr  l>"t  he  must  see  who  was  there 
and  know  idl  about  them." 

Martha  ^I'lulyie.  ii  feliow-servaiit  of  the  decease<l.  dejioned 
that  old  Fhniinfr  was  very  inqui'<itive  repudini'  who  was  in 
the  house  and  as  to  the  movements  of  the  servants.  When 
thev  went  <  U.  he  had  to  know  wliere  they  had  ^'one  and  wliat 
they  '>ad  l)een  <loinp.  He  always  inquiretl  particularly  about 
Jessie  MTherson— more  than  about  the  other  servants.  Wit 
ness  liad  seen  him  pet  out  of  bi-d  to  see  wiio  had  runp  the  doo 
bell. 

Alexiitider  Camenm.  police  constable,  who  was  summoned  by 
Mr.  Jolin  Kleniin'^  on  the  discovery  of  the  body,  pave  cvideiue 
PS  to  that  frentlenian's  statement  that  he  had  pushed  n.  kev 
out  of  the  l<M'k  of  tlie  lutlrooni  door,  as  alren<ly  mentioned. 
Witness  scarche  1  for  such  n  key  without  success. 

Ann  MInlosh,  sister  of  th<'  t  'i^oner,  stated  that  the  prisoner's 

husband  always  jjave   his  wife   his   wnce*.   amounting   to   30s. 

a  week.      The  prisotier  was  also  in  the  habit  of  receiving  uioin  y 

from  her  bv"''"        Ir.tin  >f'l!itiiili    a  vi'imriti.  affi"- evrry  vova^'e. 
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WitiU'.-s  kmw  \iv  liad  frivi'U  luT  twenty-five  sfivcrcifxns  on  9th 
November  last.  The  prisoner  had  liccn  in  had  heahii  since 
the  birth  of  her  child. 

Hobert  Jefliey.  criminal  citiicer,  diiKJtu'd  tliat,  when  eriLMi^'ed 
in  8earchiii<_'  the  house  after  the  murder,  he  found.  ••:i  i^th  or 
lUh  July,  in  old  Fleminfr's  liedroom  't  {jfiey  canvas  clothes 
bag  maiked  \vitli  blood.  lie  delivered  it  to  the  I'rocnrator- 
fiscal,  and  hail  mver  seen  it  since.  [Mr.  Clark  h' re  made 
in(|uiry  wheilier  the  ha^T  referri'd  to  had  been  labelled  bv  the 
Fiscal,  when  he  was  informed  that  i^  was  not  amor.<j  the 
articles  produced  in  evidence. i  \  Lau'  was  produced  and 
.shown  to  witness,  but  he  said  it  was  not  the  bag  referred  to.] 
The  bloody  mark  he  had  seen  was  of  the  .size  of  a  shilling, 
in  the  centre  of  one  side  of  the  bag.  "  Might  it  m.t  lia. vc 
been  something  else?"  suggested  Lord  Deas;  the  witness 
bclievc<i  it  w;.s  blood.  lie  had  drawn  Superintendent  .MTall's 
attention  to  it  at  the  time.  On  the  same  occasion  witnesri 
also  found  a  stiip  of  cotton  clotli  spotted  -with  blood  imder  tiie 
cover  of  an  ea.sy  chair  in  old  Kleming's  bedroom.  In  leplv 
to  Lord  Deas,  these  were  the  only  articles  f(,und  belonging  to 
old  Fleming  which  were  marked  with  blood. 

Superintendent  M'Call,  recalled  and  questioned  by  Mr.  (  lark 
regarding  this  bag.  added  that  he  saw  marks  of  blood  upon  it. 
Tlie  bag  ai){ieared  to  have  been  washed  after  tlio  blood  was  on 
it.  It  was  quite  dry.  The  mark  extended  almost  .dl  over 
the  bottom  of  the  bag.  Old  I'lcming  h:id  told  witness  that, 
on  the  morning  after  the  muidcr,  he  had  found  the  wicket 
open  and  tlie  pantry  window  closed  and  snibbed  on  the  inside. 
It  wris  in  that  state  when  witness  examined  it  on  the  following 
.Monday.'  Witness  exaniiii-d  the  area,  but  saw  n"  si  •,  of 
footsteps. 

Colin  Campbell,  police  constable,  deponed  that  he  was  on 
.light  duty  at  the  time  of  the  murder.  San<iyford  I'lace  was 
in  hid  bent,  and  he  knew  Mr.  Fleming's  hounc.  No.  17.  At 
half  jiast  eight  or  a  quarter  to  nine  on  the  night  of  Saturday, 
r>th   .lldy   (the   nisrht    nffer   the   innrderl.    he    wa-;   at    «he   .',...r   nf 


»  The  niillioritici".  Imvinjt  rr!p,inid  ol.l  Fl<'tninK,  uppnrentlv  had  no 
fiirUiff  iiiip  for  thin  biur,  which  coiilil  not  hojp  their  case  at:ainjit  the 
other  pri«)n('r. 

'Old  Kliming.  it  will  h««  renipnibcred.  h.-ul  iitat''<l  in  hi*  exn-iination- 
I"  chiif  tli.il  ho  found  the  pantry  window  open  and  iinfa»(enpd  on  tha 
.'^aliitiluy  morning. 
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No.  1.-^.  oiitfiik'  the  ruiliiiL'-!.  wUru  lir  saw  twn  winiitii  come 
out  of  Ihc  front  door  of  No.  17.  Tiicy  .stoo.i  for  aliout  five 
niimite.s,  then  one  went  hiiek  into  the  lioiise  .'UhI  shut  the  (hior, 
■ind  the  other  went  away  aii'l  pa^^sed  liitn.  'I'he  pris-omT  van 
not  ciiher  cf  the  women  hi  h'.i  f.vu  that  iii'j'ht.  VVItncs.; 
fixed  the  diite  l>y  tlie  faet  that  fie  bail  posteif  that  night  a 
letter  to  iiis  latiier  in  Ohan,  whiih  lie  liad  written  earlier  in 
the  evenin},'  before  poinij  on  dnty. 

This  closed  the  eviilenci:  for  the  defenee.  and  at  five  niinnleN 
to  five  o'cloek  the  .Advocate-Depute  rose  to  addtess  the  jury  on 
f)efi;ilf  of  the  Clown.  .Mr.  (iiflord's  speech  was,  in  the  ni.iin. 
11  fair  and  tein|)erate  ar'„'ument  uiion  the  evi.jonre.  hut  .1  nole- 
wortfiy  feature  was  his  silence  re;j:arding  the  many  weak  point.'^ 
in  his  case  and  his  failure  to  tjjrapple  with  certaiii  unexplained 
fiicts  w'.iieh  "lid  not  square  with  the  theory  of  the  jirosecution. 

IIow,  upon  that  theory    viz..  that  the   prisoner,    with   every 
circumstance  of  sava<re  ferocity.  Klauf^htercd  her  most  intinifite 
friend  for  the  sole  juirpose  of  plunder,  to  relieve  hei   own  press- 
inir  Jiecil,  were  the  fellowinp;  icmarkahle  facts  accoiiiitcd  fort  — 
That   the  u|iper  put  ef  the  liody  had   been  washed    \  ilh  w.iter 
Huhsctjuent    to   the    iiilliction   of  some   at   least  of   the    injuries: 
that  the  clothin,!.:   up<in  it  was  wet  when   found:   that   allhou'h 
the    floor    of    the    bedroom    liaJ    been    paitially     washed,     I  lie 
niurilere-;s  had  Iwen  so  considerate  :is  not  to  obliterate  the  three 
footprints  upon  which  alone  the  Crown  provcnl  her  preycnre  in 
the  house;   that  these  ap|(earances  were  all  presented   uiLliin   a 
room  fhf  (fmr  nf  u-hirh   wui  hirkfil  (mil  tlif  key  reinoird,   .".'id 
therefoie  weie  not  explicable  on  llie  hypothesis  which  accounted 
for  1h"  washinu'  of  the  kitchen.  /.'•.,  to  conceal  all  traces  of  the 
deetl    from    the    vi'^ilant   (and   then   unspectacled)    eye    of    old 
I'lemin;:;  that  tiie  floors  of  the  lobby  and  kitchen  wete  still  nimst 
when  observiHl  by  Dr.   Fleming  at  five  o'clmk  on  the   Monday 
ai'fernoon,  yet  were  dry  by  ten  when  examined  by  Superintendent 
.M'Call;  and  tliut  after  lin<?erint,'  nil  niixht  tipon  tiie  scene  of  her 
« rinie  till  neirlv  nine  o'chnk  next  morning  to  elTcct  this  clabo 
rate  "  reddin;,'  up  "  of  the  premises,  thereby  enormously  increas- 
ing the  risk  of  di-tection  by  the  old  p:enfleman  in  his  room  on 
the  tl  it  above  (who,  on  his  own   showing;,   had  been  disturbed 
at  fotir  o'clock,  imd  lay  uwiike  after  six,  iind,  us  was  otherwise 
piKved.  hail  been  Up  and  al»out  the  house  before  twenty  minutes 
to  ei;;ht),   the  lobUir  depaited  witli  a  few  dresses  und  certain 
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inconsiiliiaiile  teasjiooiis,  liulf  of  which  were  platcil,  leaving  in 
the  sideboard  the  best  of  the  silver  (with  the  existence  of  whicli, 
as  a  former  servant,  she  must  Jiave  hecii  well  acijuaiiited)  and 
wliatever  other  portable  articles  of  value  the  house  contained. 1 

-Mr.    (JifYdiil   ai    ,lic   outset    very   projierly  reminded  the  jury 
that  thev  were  tiyiiip  tiie  pri>oiui-,  and  not  James  Flemino- 

Ajif)  ttiercfore.  while  yoii  will  ron.'ider.  while  yoii  will  anxiously  weigh 
every  Piiirixestioii  which  has  been  made  a»  to  the  "ix>*'^il>ility  of  the'murder 
i)cini^  f].rpctrate<)    by   .■^..inebody    else   than    tlie  prisoner— wliethcr  that 
other  [MTsori  he  Janiey  Fleming  or  some  other  jiartv  unknown  -vou  will 
inquire  into  these  matters  solely  with  the  view,  ami  onlv  to  the  effect 
of  jvsrertainini;  whether  or  n.>t  the  prisoner  is  iruiltv  of  the  charfje  which 
h:i*    been   imputed   to   her.       That  is   the   object  "of   the  inve«t>ation 
I  he  pnweiution  has  shut  out   nothini,'.     Kv.rv  fa.-ilitv  has   been   .^iven 
1  think  every  fmility  hiis  been   «:  .en  to  in<iniie  in   the  fulle.«it  po'ssibje 
way  (o  the   bottom  of  this  dark  mystery,  and   if  pnxjf  e.xist.s   if   proof 
aa.s   h.en    laid    before   yu.   if  circumstances   amountinK    to    proof    have 
h>>on  broinrht  ont  in  evi,len<e   before  yon  to  lead   von   to  suppo..e  that 
I  he  deed  wn.s  don-  not  by  the  pri.«oner   but  bv  <=oi"ue  one  else,  or  may 
have  been  .lone  by  .wme  one  else,  on  re.i.^)nable  probabilities    voii  will 
un.pi.-<;tio„ably  pivo  her  the  benefit  of  such   a,  doubt,   and  acquit  her  of 
the  rbarce  which  has  been  made  acainst  lier.       Hut   the  cnilt  of  James 
I  lemm-  IP  n>,    the  subj.vt  of  inquiry  at  ail.       It  is  ,H,.,s,ble  in  crimes 
of   t.os   lund     hat   more   than   one  person   h.a.-  co.uuvtion    with    it         If 
.:uilt   .s  broutsht  home  to  one.  it  will  not  he  enough  to  say  "  SomeboHv 
c  so  had  a  ».hare  ,n   it."       If  there  were  more   nundercr.s   than 
ho  prisoner  were  one  of  them,  you  must  find  a  Virdict  of 
her.        I'or   the  ■iue.«tion    always    is.    and   Ihi 


one.    if 
guilty  aijain.'-t 

.,  .      ,  .  onlv    oiic^tion    i.^     i«    the 

r>risor,er  umlty  or  ,.  she  not  Kuilty'-not  had  .-.leVorfederat^^s.  not  was 
.^lie  alM„,..        Ihe^e  are  not  the  questions,  and  your  verdict  will  not  find 
a   ybody  ei.se  concerned  in  the  crime.     That   is  no  part  of  vour 
all   that  vniir   verdict    can    lind    i.>    whether    or    not    the    ' 
concerned. 


pn- 


veiilict  ; 
^ncr    u  a.^ 


■11. IS  a.lniiralJe  passanrc  is  characteristic  of  th-  faiinov.,  ,„nre 
usually  nssociato<J  with  judicial  ;itternnco8.  wl,i<  h  mark,,]  M,- 
GifTord's  tone  throutrlmut.  Ho  franklv  admitted  "the  e.^tra- 
onlma.y  circumstances  connected  with  this  case— whi.''i 
d.sf,n,.u,sh  it  almost  over  dl  ..tl.cs-:  ,1„.  presence  of  old 
Flemm..r  m  the  house  when  the  -leed  was  d..„e.  and  his  behaviour 
durinp  the  three  following'  days.  "  And  vou  will  see.  gentle- 
men." said  he,  "that  the  pravcst  possible  "suspicion  is  attached 
to  such  a  person  so  actin-."  Then,  havinjr  piven  old  Flemi„p-s 
own  version  of  his  conduct.  Mr.  (lifToid  obscved.    "  Xn  doubt, 

1       l(   1.^  very  stiauge.  if  plunder  wan  (he  object  the  niurder-r  had  in 
view,  that  a  ...n,  of  money   which  lay  on  a  shelf  irM^'  erson'    bed 
r.x.m    wa-   left  untouched,   .wd  also   Ih..  several  articles  of  silver,,]   t  ■ 
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f^entlemen,  a  most  extraoidinaiy  statement;  and  ynu  will  not 
wonder  when  \on  bear  that  he  was  afJiuehendcd  and  tliat  a  very 
Kerious  cliarije  vas  made  ajjainst  him."  Mr.  (!ifl'oi-d  also 
.•idniitted  that  "  the  statement,  extraordinary  as  it  is,  is  made 
mole  ixtraotiliiiary  "  by  the  evidence  of  the  milkboy,  and 
continued,  "  ]?iit.  jiassintr  from  this — leaving  its  inconsi.stent  and 
its  extraordinary  character  to  receive  the  weight  which  you  think 
jiplit — I  iisk  you  to  look  at  the  far  moic  important  evidence  of 
guilt  affecting  the  jirisoner." 

Such  being  the  views  regarding  tlie  position  of  old  Fleming 
expressed  by  the  Crown  prosecutor,  whose  duty  it  was  to  destroy 
the  plea,  of  the  defence  and,  if  practicable,  to  vindicate  the 
man's  conduct,  it  will  be  of  interest  to  find  later  how  the  same 
facts  wen;  re['resented  to  the  jury  by  Lonl  Deas. 

Mr.  Gifford's  address  occujiied  two  hours  and  a  half,  and  on 
its  conclusion  Mr.  liuthirfuid  (Ink  coninienced  his  speocli  for 
the  defence.  His  address,  in  the  ojiinion  of  the  day.  suffered 
in  contrast  to  that  for  the  jirosecution :  but  it  was  unfortunate 
that  he  was  required  to  address  the  jury  so  late  as  half-jtast 
seven  o'clnrk.  at  the  close  of  the  third  of  three  long  and  strcnuoiis 
days.  It  has,  moreover,  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  Mr.  ("lark 
had,  as  we  shall  slii>rtly  see.  greatly  hampered  the  defence  by 
his  supi>ression  of  a  "  Statement,"  made  by  the  prisonei-  to  her 
agents  six  weeks  before  the  trial,  which  he  then  had.  so  to 
speak,  in  his  pocket,  where  it  evidently  caused  him  much  incon- 
venience. It  is  suHicicnt  here  tn  mention  that  in  th's  '•  State- 
ment "  the  prisf)ner  acknowledged  having  been  in  the  house 
when  t lie  murder  was  committed  ;  :iiid  that  Mr.  f'lark  h:'d.  .after 
(livers  anxious  consultations  with  her  agents  lieiore  the  trial, 
decided,  against  his  client's  wish,  to  reserve  the  same,  and  to 
rely  upon  what  he  conceived  would  be  the  inability  of  the  Crown 
to  prove  her  presence  in  the  house. •  No  doubt  he  was  influenced 
in  his  decision  by  the  fact  tliat  to  a  simihir  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecutor  in  proving  the  requisite  of)i)ortunity.  Madeleine 
Smith,  five  yeais  before,  owed  her  life. 

But   the  difficulties   involved   in   the   mloption  of  this  course 


1  Tlii*  wn."  not  piirh  a  dilpminn  a.«  tlint  in  wliicli  Charles  I'billips  wii« 
pliirod,  wb->ii  HofonHina  roiirvoin'cr  on  hi«  fri.il  for  tho  nuirdrr  of  L'T'I 
William  RiirrpU  in  1840.  by  the  priwiniT's  ndniission  to  him  o<  his  ijiiill. 
Mr.  rinrkV  ilii'ut  nF.oprtP(i  her  innorcnie ;  und  it  wm  for  the  Crown  to 
prove  fhe  wjvs  in  the  house  thnl  ni^ht. 
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iiy  the  (lofcnce  arc  obvious:  tlic  result,  was  that,  kiiowinL'  tlieir 
("ISC  not  to  be  based  on  fact,  tluy  were  afraid  of  eliciiine  the 
truth  l)v  cross-examination  for  fear  of  cominp  upon  evidence 
^vhich  would  be  fatal  to  tlicir  theory.  Had  Mr.  Clark's  bold- 
ness been  justified  i)y  succes.s.  liis  conduct  would,  of  course,  have 
lieen  coniinended  ;  his  failure  was,  after  the  event,  as  naturally 
condemned. 

The  only  trace  of  the  influence  of  the  "  Statement  "  visible  in 
his  address  is  aflfordcd  by  the  passage  at  its  close  wheic,  refer- 
rin<r  to  the  ca.se  for  the  pro.secution,  he  says — "  .Ml  the  frown 
can  show  is  this,  that  the  prisoner  was  with  Mr.  FlemiuL'  in 
these  circumstances  in  the  house,  and  the  prosecutor  calls  on  you 
to  select  one  of  the  two  as  bcinjr  the  guilty  party,"  and  then 
proceeds  .o  aigue,  even  accejitinp-  hei'  presence  as  proved,  that, 
in  the  circunistancea  disclosed  on  the  evidence,  such  miirht  not 
be  inconsi.stent  with  her  innocence, 

.^^r.  Claik  haviiifj  concluded  his  sjieech  at  nine  o'clock,  .imidst 
loud  ajiplaiise  from  the  audience.  Lord  Dtas  iiitiinated  that  he 
wa^^  I>repared  to  i.rocccd  with  his  charge,  but,  if  the  jmv  pre- 
ferred, he  womM  delay  doing  so  till  ne.xt  day.  'j'he  latter  course 
was  agreed  ujion,  and  the  Court  then  rcse. 

When  Lord  Deas  entered  the  Court-room  on  Siitiirda-   niurn- 
iiig,  the  last  day  of  the  trial,  it  is  stated  in  Ihe  newspa,ier>  that 
h.-  openly  carried  in  his  hand.  ;M:d  laid   up.,,!  the  bench   beiore 
'.i.iK  the  black  cap.       Hi,  l,.,,Kl,ip  was  j.lainly  {,repa-.d  tV.r  the 
wor.st:  and  this  ominous  act  would  doubtless"  not   br  lost    ii;.on 
Uie  jury.       Lord  Dea.^  commenced   his  charge  ,,bout   half-j.ast 
ten,    and   spoke  continuously    for   f.nir    houis.     His  loi,M,ip-s 
cliargc    is    characterised    by   Sir    Archibald    .\li.„„    as    "able 
hut    one-sided     and     unfeeling.'"         'Ihe     manner     in     ^^hich 
this    charge    «as    delivered,    an.l    the    n.atter    which    it    con- 
tained, were  afterwards,  in  certain  sections  of  the  local  press, 
made  the  occasion  of  violent  nn.l  mi.wmlv  al)uso,    subversive 
■•dike  of  the  dignity  of  the  bench  and  of  the  due  administration 
of  jtistice.       The  gro.ss  impropriety  of  such  ,  luidnet  was,  i,,  all 
respectable  quarters,  reprobated  at  the  time.     But  it  c.innot  be 
gainsaid  that  the  newspaper  press,  as  a  wliole,   disapproved  of 
the  undtie  emphasis  laid  by  Lord  Deas  upon  such  of  the  evidence 
a."*  made  for  the  prisoner's  guilt,   aii.l   the  verv  differnit  treat- 
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ment  ncrordcil  by  his  iDiilship  to  fvcrythinp;  adverse  to  the 
innocenri'  of  Fleniinpr.^  As  an  exainjilc  of  this  peneral  iVuliuj; 
we  111, IV  c|ii(iti'  ttv  folinwiny:  passafje,  not  from  some  hysterical 
local  oifran.  hut  from  the  lesjioiisihle  pa^es  of  the  Ldw  MiKjin'nif 
nij(l  Hin'rir  (If^C)').  vol.  xiv.,  ]i[).  ',H)-',U),  the  leading  Enj^'lish 
journal  oi   jurisprudence:  — 

Tlie  conduct  of  Lord  Dens  Iki.-^  )"'fr.  nlniosl  uiiivcisally  coiusiirod,  and 
we  are  sorry  to  be  conipcilcd  to  join  in  ttiat  cciisim'  airainst  a  Bvitisli 
judKP  of  ln^!h  talent  and  of  utidiud)t('d  zeal  in  llu"  disdiaiixe  of  what  he 
believes  to  be  his  duty.  Iii.--t('aJ  of  niaintaininn  a  pioper  jiidirial 
equilibiiinn,  and  holding;  the  balance  of  jii.'-tice  even,  he  put  his  foot 
fiercely  into  one  .srale  and  kit  ked  at  the  other.  We  shrink  from  the 
t.edioiis  and  iinpleasant  titsk  of  analysing  hi.s  charge  ;  we  leave  it  U>  the 
judgment  of  every  intelligent  professional  and  non-pi..ii'ssinnal  rea<ler. 
Others  may  tlnd  in  it.  what  we  have  failed  to  find.  It  la.sted  fonr  hours, 
and  from  beginning  to  end  of  it  there  is  not  one  observation  favourable 
to  the  prisoner;  not  one  fair  consideration  of  a  doubt  in  her  favour; 
not  one  sui;ge.«tion  that  any  fact  renders  her  guilt  a  matter  of  the  least 
doubt.  On  the  contrarj'.  facts  that  in  our  humble  opinion  tell  strongly 
in  her  favour  are  either  quietly  igiujrixi  or  dis|x>.s<-d  of  by  ni  kless 
assertion  of  the  most  tr;insparent  sophistry.     .  No  advwat-e  who 

could  be  replied  to  would  dare  to  lie  so  reekles-s  in  argument,  or.  rather, 
in  as.sertion,  for  arguMU-nt  must  always  conunend  itself  sonu'what  to 
the  reason  of  others.  We  believe  that  it  is  ccmnnon — too  conunon — for 
some  Scotch  judges  to  act  the  part  of  "  senior  counsel  for  the  Crown." 
and  to  forget  their  dignity  eo  far  as  to  beseech  juries  to  return  verdicts 
of  guilty  on  very  insufilcient  evidence.  This  e.xce.s.'^ive  loyalty  seems 
to  be  peculiar  to  the  Scotch  char:ictiT.  The  late  liord  ('ainiibe!l  intro 
duccd  ii  modified  and  comparatively  inoffensive  fonn  of  it  int^i  England 
H«  used  to  bo;ist  of  liLs  success  in  oblaining  convictions,  and  talked 
with  oatronLsing  comphicency  of  sm  h  eminent  t<ixicolot:ists  as  "  Dr. 
Christison.  whose  .ible  assistance  I  had  in  the  trial  of  I'ahner  for 
poisom'ng."  }{ut  such  undue  bias  is  unbecoming  to  the  bench,  luifaii- 
to  the  thrown,  and  dangerous  to  the  subject.  ;nid  we  hope  that  the 
public  censure  which  has  fallen  upon  Lord  Deas,  who  had,  and  will 
still  have,  some  reputation  to  lone,  will  ivct  as  a  wurning  to  .sni.iller 
occupants  of  (he  beni  h  who  would  be  more  nii.scliievous  if  they  had 
half  his  abilitv. 


The  s;ime  journal  (p.  88)  describes  Mr.  (lilToicls'  address  as 
'•■  vastly  more  judicial  than  the  charL'c  of  Lord  l>ous."  An 
es;imple  of  this  occurs  with  reference  to  the  important  fact  sworn 


1  The  alanffnu'  Tfrrnid,  having  from  the  first  made  no  secret  of  it« 
belief  in  "  the  wret(  bed  woman's  "  guilt  and  the  lompletv  iniKvence  of 
old  Fleming,  w,is  naturally  glad  to  have  its  opiniim  liai  ke<i  by  an 
authority  so  competent  as  his  lordship.  In  the  <our.«e  of  a  strong 
"leader"  on  the  result  of  the  trial,  the  llirald  (22nd  September, 
18G2)  s:\i(l--"  Lord  De.us's  summing  up  w.is  remarkable  for  all  that 
could  diftingtdih  a,  judge'K  eharge — dienity,  enlmnes*,  lucidity,  and  a 
searching  analysis  of  every  part  of  tlie  evidence,  without  "a  siiinle 
expression  of  feelitiij  by  which  the  minds  of  tlu-  jiuv  nii;'h(  have  been 
unduly  influence!," 
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to  by  Mrs.  Adnms,  a  Crown  witness,  tl.at  the  [prisoner  had.  upon 
iMiday,  4th  July,  toM  },er  she  was  f^'oin^'  to  vi.sit  Jtssie  MPheison 
tli:^t  nifzhr.  an.l  aske,]  her  (Mrs.   A.lan.s)  to  r.,me  an,]  attmd  to 
her  chihl  dunn-  her  al.seiire.      Mr.  Citiord  thus  referred  to  the 
incident — "  It    is   an    evidence   of    innocence,    fr.mklv    I   admit 
that  she  asks  Mrs.  .A.h.ms  to  keep  her  child,  and  tells  w!,e,e  she' 
IS   f^'oin-.        That    -oes   ..;,.ainsr    prenKMlifatiun    f„r  luurdu    c,r- 
tainly,    hut    it    does    not    go    much    further.    f.„'    it   leads   you 
naturally,    l,>  supjiose  that   the  person   does  uh.u  she   iTiteiidc.l 
lo  do— ^a.   to    visit   .Kssi..."      Thr   onlv   ailusion    made   l,v    Lord 
Deas  to  this  (for  the  [nisoner)  vital  fact   is  in  the  course  of  his 
statement  of  what  the  Crown  had  proved--  That  she  went  out 
u['on    Frid.'ty    cvenin-,    and    that    shr    had    anaiiL-ed    uj.on    ll,e 
iMiday  evemn<r  with  a  w  hness— Mr.^.  Fraser,  I  think  it  was-to 
come  and  1  ecp  her  child  of  three  years  old  whom  she  could  not 
n.ll  leave  alone  :   that,  Mr..  Ivaser  did  not  come.      Mr.  Cijinr,!— 
Mrs.    Adams.        Lord   /;,„.s-That   Mrs.    Adams   did   noieome; 
that,   nevertheless,    .she    dressed   herself    in    a    dress    which    was 
described  to  you-part  of  it  bein-  a  la  own  merino  gown  '^  .Vc 
^ot  only    IS  no   observ.uion   made   up.,n    u    fact   so  favourable 
to  the  j.risoner,  a.lmitted  by  the  proseeutor  himself  to  be  proof 
of  im,.remeditation.    but    his   lor,iship    has    even    forgotten   the 
name  of  the  witness  who  swore  to  it. 

Lord  Deas,  having  defined  his  ,lutv  as  '•  sittiii-  here  *,,,  the 
•lircct  purpose  of  tryi.u  the  guilty,  ■■  made  the  following  remark- 
able observations  upon  tlie  coiuiiict  of  old   Fleming:  — 

milthT'v/'"'";  "■'.'?  """   i:""-^''""   ^vhcther  he   oponcl  tho  d<x.r   to  the 
milkb-.y.    iuui    wh.>t   tunc    lie    opened   it,    voii   wi  I    c-otisider  how   f  ,r    ? 
boar,  on  the  .,ae.sti,m  of  the  muv.ier.       That    i.s  .  o„r,l"d  on   the  p/u       . 
Uio  p,,..oner  w,  h   wh.U  is  m„re  rem.-ukahle.  nanielv.'tlie  lenL^h  o    time 

ser"u,t  IT^^'-'T  '"'  '""'^n  ■■'"•''  ""*""  '"'  "-  •'■-(•pea  a,  V;/  '  : 
servant      i..n.    the    house.         Bat   when    yeu    eouple   these    two  (irnm 

artlat  o  r  r  '''T'"''''^"^  '""•■^■""*  f'™"  t'>"  h'»"=e."  or  doing 
n  Kiv  "^  a.  It  "".'■  T)  ^^^  '^"f"^'""  he  nnd„abtedlv  «ot  in  o 
n  K.vmK  his  teMirnony  almat,  the  openinK'  of  the  door  that  inemin.'-vou 

"e  .    Th S  :i     '"■  """.'  -'"',  -'".VthniK'   -n   tho  whole  of  the     \stj  e 

Sr"';nliir  h;?he;t"if  ihe'';;;;''^'^'"'^^;  -""'  t^  -" 

a.hh,..ed  apart  f..,n  .£  '^  J^  u'^o'tta;:^  l;;';:^^'';^^ 
^Un.es.    there  >.s  anything   to   inralpate  hin..  or   wh.  tl  er   l)mt    n-,T^ 

gavt   any  alarm  about    il,..  (li.s.,ppear.in(  ,■.  and   e.xcept 
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his  lonfusiim  reijartling  tlie  inilkboy  in  the  morning— you  will  ask 
whethor  that  thmws  any  liu'ht  on  the  question  of  the  murder  or  whether, 
if  he  hail  been  at  the  bar.  you  would  have  hesitated  one  moment  iq 
giving  a  verdict  in  his  favour. 

We  can  only  notice  here  one  or  two  instances  of  his  lord- 
sbip'.s  treatment  of  sucli  facts  as  apiioared  upon  the  jiroof  incom- 
patible with  the  innocence  of  F'  inin-^'.  Tlie  jmliceman  who 
swoie  he  saw  two  stranije  women  emerLre  from  the  hou.se  on  the 
yaturday  night  was,  no  doubt,  "  under  a  niisajipreliension  in 
repard  to  one  or  two  filings — in  the  tirst  ]iliice,  about  the 
ni^liT  .  .  .  but  you  likewise  can  account  fur  it  vrry  easily 
by  siij'iiosing  that  he  mistook  the  door,"  It  w;is  unlikely  that 
JHeming  had  dispo.sed  of  any  of  bis  clothing — the  jiolice  took 
possession  of  the  house  u]ion  the  Mondiy,  so  that  after  that 
he  had  no  opportunity — "  the  [nobability  is  that  if  he  had  done 
that  they  would  have  been  traced  and  found  as  the  prisoner's 
have  been,"l  Fleming'.s  failure  to  notice  the  lilood-stained 
state  of  the  basement  flat  '''  woidd  be  very  little  for  the  puri>ose 
of  this  case,  that  it  founded  an  obsurv.ation  that  he  had,  very 
little  capacity,  or  was  very  stupid."  With  reirard  to  the  thro" 
Rcreams  heard  by  Fleming  in  the  night,  "his  own  account  of 
that  was  th.at  he  thought  tlie  screams  proceeded  from  some 
loose  people  otitside  at  the  liack  of  the  house.'"'  I^mc'  Deas 
disposed  with  ease  of  the  obtrusive  and  incotivonient  milkboy. 
"The  time  for  ttie  mi'.!<bny  to  come  w.is  1  ctwecn  eight  and 
nine  o'clock.  lie  says  he  sometimes  came  later."  This 
judicial  gloss  upon  the  evidence  did  not  pass  uni  hallen'^ed. 
"  ^fl.    CJarl — It   was   twentv   minutes    licforo   eight    ".\hiti   the 


1  Yet  for  three  day.*  old  Fleming  w.ts  alone  in  the  kitvlu  n  v.iih  a 
Stood  file.  The  Ihi'ald  (23rd  Septeiiiher)  upon  thi.s  i>oint  states — "  Fi>r 
fear  that  any  waif,  however  iiisigiiili,  ant.  wliicji  eould  throw  liyht  on 
the  murder  nii'^ht  he  eonctaled,  they  [the  {M>li(el  took  down  tlie  wat*!- 
clocet  in  Sandylord  Place;  they  eleaned  out  and  minutely  searched  the 
cef:f=pool  and  ashpit,  and  they  dug  uji  the  garden  behind  the  premi.--es  ; 
but  not  a  single  .■auspicious  article  wa.'  found.  And  .ill  this  was  done 
before  .Ie.s,«ie  M'Ladilan  was  thought  of  in  connection  with  the  c.use." 
This,  however,  cuts  both  ways,  and  shows  the  strong  suspicion  att.ich- 
ing  to  old  Fleming  at  the  time.  It  is  notewoithy  that  no  question 
as  to  his  clothes  was  put  either  to  lii.«  son,  grandson,  or  daughter  wlien 
in  the  witness-box. 

'  This  W.I.';,  no  doubt,  Fleming's  original  version  as  given  to  ttie 
police;  we  know  that  from  Mr.  Clark's  cross-ex.imination  of  .Suiicriii- 
tendent  M'Call,  At  the  tri.il.  liowever.  ho  .<:woro  "  It  wa.s  a  .«qur:d 
like  as  if  somebody  wiis  in  di.stress.  I  thought  that  .Te.fsic  had  got 
Home  person  in  to  stop  with  her." 
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milkboy  came.  That  was  the  statoment  of  Ijoth  the  boy  him- 
self and  his  master.  Lord  Z»e,/v— We  shall  see  that  when  we 
come  to  the  evidence.  It  docs  not  touch  my  present  observa- 
tion at  all.  My  observation  was  that  the  boy  sonielinies  came 
sooner  and  sometimes  later,  "l  The  ve.xed  question  of  whether 
or  not  the  chain  was  upon  the  front  dooi-  when  it  was  ojicncl 
by  Fleming  for  the  first  time  after  the  muider  is  settled  as 
follows:— The  old  man   was   jirobably   up    before    tlie    milkbov 

came  and  fotmd  that  the  iloor  was  not  upon  the  chain '•  in  that 

case  he  might  very  naturally  have  put  the  chain  uj.on  the  door 
before  the  milkboy  came,  and  have  taken  it  oil  a-ain  before  the 
milkboy  arrived  "  :  and  his  lordship  clinched  "this  argument 
by  ailducing  his  personal  experience  of  jiersons  who  haiUocked 
tlieir  iloors,  and  iialf  an  houi-  afterwards  were  uncertain  whether 
or  not  they  had  done  so.  Or,  if  the  jury  preferred  ii,  they 
would  judge  whether  the  milkboy  heard  any  chain  at  all,  '•  anil 
not  some  other  movement  connected  v.i;h  the  opening  of  the 
<loor."  In  view  i,f  the  fact  that  the  deceased  wa.s  prove.I  to 
have  called  Fleming  "an  auld  deevil,"  his  lordship  exjaained 
tiuit  this  v,as  due  to  the  dislike  of  the  servants  to  him— "  he 
was  very  inquisitive"  and  ■•'mi-ht  look  a  little  sharplv  after 
them." 

But  perhaps  the  most  striking  instance  ef  the  partiality 
displayed  by  Lord  Deas  is  his  treatnuiit  of  the  sicniricant 
and  suggestive  incident  sworn  to  by  the  wi(iie"s  Mi.,. 
Smith,  to  whicli  his  lor.iship  did  ni>t  refer  until  re- 
minded of  it  by  Mr.  Clark.  Ii  v. ill  be  reme.nbered  that 
Mrs.  Smitii  met  the  deceased  in  the  street  a  fortiii-ht  before 
her  death,  and  lemaiked  that  she  was  looking  ill.  whereupon 
Jessie  MThenson  told  her  that  she  was  verv  unhai^i^v  with 
I'lemmg,  who  was  '•  actually  an  old  wretch  and  an  old  devil," 
and  that  she  could  not  then  tell  Mrs.  ."^miih  the  cause  because 
her  hu.sband  was  present,  but  said  she  would  call  upon  the 
witness  for  that  ymrpose  on  her  ne.xt  Sunday  out.       What  was 
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hero  any  trace  ,n  the  evidenco  of  tl,e  milklx,y,  Donald   >I<t/Ku'  ie    of 

Iho    .taton,..nt   hero    attributed     to    him    by    Lrd     Deas         To    on  v 
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Deas  18  the  evidence  of  Jutne^-  Klem.ng  biinpelf.  "* 
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thf    serrtt    so    .i.Iicatc    that    tlie    frirl    could    iiofc    disclose    it 
to   her   itian-if.!    iViciid    lu/fore   tliat   friemra   hushaiuU        Mrs. 
amith  iKver  knew,  for  tliat  daj-  fortnight  Jessie  M'Phtison  was 
l.yiug  .had  in  thi'  h'ckt-d  rioni  in  Sandyfnrd  I'hice.      Hut.  .seem- 
in>:h-,  L(.ni  IkAs  kiHW.     it  niisod  .at  the  time  a  very  natuial  .sus- 
picion in  thf  mind  ,,f  Mrs.  .Smith  ;  ■■  hut,"  said  hi.s  lordship,  •■  it 
raises  no  susj.icion  in  mine.       This  \voman  she  met  was  an  old 
a<'(|ijaintance  of  hers,  and  it  is  (jiiite  a  natural  thing  to  su[ipo.se 
that.   wlie-.  .she  said  she  had  something  to  tell  her.   \\hat   she 
niiL'iil   nave  t.-  sav   Was   f/^at  x//,     ,/v,,s-  ,,oui'/  to  rwi.jral,   '    :         So 
L'Hd    Teas   was    ai,le   to   a.ssure    the   jury    "  that'  there   is    cer- 
tainly no  trace  in  the  uhole  case  of  anything  hctMe.n  the  old 
man  and  this  woman  of  an   improper  c'liaracter  ,al    anv  time." 
I'  Ciiviinistaiiees,"  observed  liis  lMi,l>l,ii.  in  another  connection, 
"cannot   lie";    and,   again,    •'there   may   be  circnmstances   of 
suspicion  wliicli  mi-ht   be  explained  away.        Y,.u   v.ill  consider 
whether    the    circunistanrcs    of    susjiicion    said    to    lie    directed 
airainst  old   FUniin;:  in  tl.;s  case  would  or  wi.uld  not  b.-  unsafe 
to   go    uiKiu."        In   e, inclusion,    we    mav    (|uotc    the    foUowin-' 
ingenuou.   remark   to  the  jury:—"  I   have  said  that   there   is  a 
great  deal  of  the  evidence  which  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  trouble  veu  with,  nUl.niiij},    i<- n.iirahh'  to  t!ir  Cinini." 

If  it  be  thnu-ht  that  too  miic!:  stress  has  here  been  laid 
ujion  one  aspect  only  of  this  singular  charge,  we  wnuL!  remind 
the  reader  that,  in  reviewing  the  evidence  of  the  prisoner's 
SJTililt.  eveiv  p,,int  was  put  bv  Lor,l  Dea^  witii  ,•(  cop  m  v  wldch 
left  no  lo(,phole  for  escaiie.  and  the  conclusion  to  which  it  hd  was 
inexoraldy  imlic'ited  :  that,  in  her  case,  there  was  a  t..!.d  aV-.nee 
of  such  reasonable  or  utu'easonable  doubts  as  those  bv  wl,ich  his 
lordship  was  beset  in  liis  consideration  of  the  case  a-ainst 
James   T'lcming. 

Lord  Heas  eonclulcl  bis  charge  at  twenty-five  minutes  pa.st 
two,  wiien  the  jury  ix  iicd  to  cotisi<ler  their  verdict.  At 
twenty  minutes  to  three  they  returned  to  Court  with  a  unani- 
mou.s  verdict  of  guilty  upon  both  charges  jis  libelled.'  While 
the  verdict  and  sentence  were  being  recorded,  Mr.   Claik.  after 


niie  shortne.'^.*  of  time  oompied  hy  tlic  iiirv'.s  (lcIib«ration<!— fift<>en 
minuH.-:— wa.s  'n  view  of  the  fart  that  tlip  jiuhie  took  four  hnars  to 
sum  up  thn  evidence,  juMly  charart<'ri.«fd  in  tlic  I'rcs.^  as  "  iiuipe<>nt  " 
It  wa.=  attprw-ard.s  stated  that,  on  their  retiring,  the  foreman  went  into 
a  corner  of  the  room  and  rcqiie?t<'d  each   juryman  to   write   his  verdict 

fnnM^  ''  "f  W7J'."V".''  '^  '°  hi-n-aa  ingeniou-s  but  somewhat  per- 
functory mode  of  dischargiuL'  their  diitv  ^ 
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^'n  earnest  conversation  with  his  client.  ini'nrn,e,l  the  Court 
that  the  |,nsoner  desired  to  make  a  statement,  either  l,v  her 
own  hiKS  or  to  he  read  lor  her.  Lord  Deas  intimated  tha.  she 
^•m,.,  do  so  in  any  way  she  pleasi.!.  an<l  the  prisoner,  throwing' 
ha.  li  her  veil  and  stan.Iintr  'ij.  in  the  doek,  said,  ••  I  de^ire  to 
liu.e  It  read,  my  lord.  I  am  as  innocent  as  mv  ei:i!d.  who 
IS  only  three  ye.irs  of  ajre  at   tliis  d.ite." 

Mr.  Clark  then  read  the  statement  before  refcne^l  to,  which 
Imd   heen  rommnnicated   l.y  Mrs.    M'Laehlan  to  her  a-enrs   on 
lifh  .VuLHist,  a  copv  wliereof,  made  from  the  original  d'ocument 
m  the  Justieiary   OiHce,    Kdiidmrirh,    will   be   found  printed    in 
the  report  of  the  trial.        Its  substance  is  brietlv  as  f.,]]c,ws-  — 
Ml...    M'Lad,lan   went   to  .see  .J^ssi,.   M> I'laMson'  on   ;i,e    Fridav 
n.irht,    takin;^   witli   her  some   rum    in    Mrs.    Campbell's    bottle 
ami   rea,.h,.,|   :.andy.ord   IMace  about  haU'-past   fen.        She   found 
■'d   Hennnjr   still   up.   and   sittin-,-   ^uth   Jessie    in    the   kitchen, 
•b.'y  had  a  dr..m  from  her  bottle,  and  then  the  oM  ni.an  pro- 
■  need    another    bottle   containing'    spirits,    as    to    which    he    and 
•lessie  had   some   w„rds,    the   latter   remarking,    "  I've   a    toiiirue 
Mat   wouhl  fr,n:ht(„  somebo.ly   u   it   were  breakin-  loose   upon 
Mem.  About     eleven     o'clock     ol.i     Flennn-     sen,      Mrs 

M-l.a.idan  out   with  i,is   b,,ttk-  for  more  -b-ink,   and  .fes.ie  irave 
l>er  the  key  of  the  lane  ,ioor.        She  wc.tt  to  a   [.tblic-hou.se  in 
North    Street,    but    the    shoj,    was    shut,    so    ,,he    rett.rned    to 
Sanuylord  Place,   and   at   the  corner  of  the   back  lane  saw  two 
women,    one   of   whom    she    reco-ni.sed    and    n.amed.         She    let 
herselt  in  by  the  lane  door,  an.]  locke.l  it.       The  back  ,ioor  of 
tae  iHUlse.  w^hich   sia.  l,ad  left   open,  .as  .dosed.      She   i.nocked, 
a'l'l  ^litc.r  a  little  it  was  oi.ene.l   by  Fleming,   who  sai.l  he  had 
•^  .Ht  r,     •  on  them  brutes  o"  cats.''       They  entered  the  kitchen, 
>he  old  man  re-lockinp  the  back  door  behin.l  her.       She  asked 
Wliere  s  .less.e?       It's  time  I  was  froins,'  awav  horn..."       Tl,e 
;;';    "'^";    •".■mI.^   no   rer>ly.    and    went   out    to   the   lobbv.        She 
t-'llowe.l.  ...Hd,   hr.nup  moa.ns,  enterc.l  the  be.lr.,om  where  she 
saw  Je..s,..  Iv.n,.  t.isensible  on  the  floor,   "  with  her  elb.nv  below 
i^'.-  and   her  head  ,l,.,wn.        She  had  a   lar^e  woun.l   across  her 
>r.,w,    a,,d    her    nose   was   cut,    and    she   was    blee.iin^'   a    -aeat 
dctd.  Ihete    was    ,a   larjre    .juantity    of    bh...l    „n    the    iioor." 

Mrs.M  j.,,ehl,-m  threw  off  her  bonnet  an.l  .l,„d.-,  an,l.  while  she 
Knelt  supportin,.  .b.ssie's  head  and  shoulders,  aske.l  the  old 
..an.  wh(.  ha.l  b.llowed  her  into  the  room.  "  What  he  ha,]  d..no 
Mns  to  the  ^,rl  for?  "       He  replied  that  he  had  not  JJr^ 
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to  liii.'t  hor.       IK'  .lid  not  apjicar  to  l)e  in  a  jiassion,  and  Mrs. 
M'L::i_hlan  was  ni.t  alVaid  ol'  him.       At  lie-  request  lie  ljio\i;:ht 
some  ^..1111  uatei'  from  the  kitchen,  and  she  hej:aii  fo  l)athe  the 
injureii  woman's  heail,  sitting  beside  her  on  tiie  lloor.       When 
Jessie    iiad    jiartialiy    lecovered    consciousness    Mrs.    M'Lachlan 
jiropo.srd    to  letch   a  doctor,   hut   .lessie   said,    "  \o.    stay   liro 
l<e>iil'-  me."        Wiiilc   sjie   was   liatliin<x  .Tessic's  wiiiinds  the   o' ! 
man  cniie  in  with  a  lai;_rt.  tin   hasin  and  hcLran  to  wash  up  the 
hlood  around  them  on  the  floor,   wiping;  it  with  a  cloth,  which 
he  wrung  into  the  Ijasin.        He  then,  accidentally  or  otherwise. 
upset   the  basin,    spilling   the   M,,(„ly    water   over   her   feet    and 
skirt.^,  .so  that  her  hoots  were  "  wet  through."       After  .Josit- 
had  somewhat  revive<]  •    c  asked  Mrs.  M-Lachlan  fo  lift  her  into 
bed,  which.   «i;h   the  eld   man's  assistance,    was  done.        Mrs. 
M'Lachlan  again  suggested  going  for  a  doctor,  hut  Jessie  said 
"  Xo."  and  the  old  man  .said  he  would  rrvi  one  in  the  morniii"-. 
Jessie,  nursed  by  her  friend,  1.  y  in  bed  till  tie..  ,]ay  was  break- 
ing, tlie  oM  ni:>n  going  to  and  fro  between  the  room  ,ind  the 
kitchen.        \Miile  they   were  alone  Jessie  told   Mrs.    M'Lachlan 
that,   some  \vceks  before,   old   Fleming  had   con.e  into  her   !>ed 
during  the  night  and  attempteil  to  take  liberties  with  her;  that 
(<he  had  threat.-ned  to  tell  hi>?  son  :  that  he  had  begged  her  not  to 
do   so,    and   offered    h^r   money:    that   there    had    been    words 
between  them  about  it  ever  since;    that  while  Mrs.   M'Lachlan 
was  out  lor  the  whisky  she  had  begun  to  take  off'  her  clotiies, 
when  he  again  interfered  with  her  ;   that  she  shut  her  bedroom 
door  uiir.n  him  ;   and  that  he  came  back  and  struck  her  on  the 
face  with  something,  and  felled  her.        In  presence  of  the  old 
man  Jessie   said   that   i.uw    '•  ,vhe   would  just  have   to   tell   who 
did  it.  and  why."      "  No.  no,  Je>s,"  said  he,   "yell  no'  need 
to  do  that,"   adding  that    he  v.ould   make   up   f.^r  it   to  her  if 
nothing-    was    said    abaut    the    matter.        He    then    m.ide    Mrs. 
M'Lacldan   swt.ir    uj-on    the   family    I^ible    "by    the    Almighty 
Ciod.   that  she  would  never  tell  to  man.   wom.iii,   o.    el.ild  any- 
thin'.-  she  had  seen  or  heard  that  night  bet.veeii  him  and  Jess." 
About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  Jessie  comjjlnined  of  fcelin'^ 
C')l.!.        .Nfis.    M'Lachlan    and    Fleming    assisted    her    into    the 
kitchen,  where  she  lay  on  an  improvised  beil  before  the  tire  and 
shortlv    f,ll   asleep.        Between    foui-    and    five   she   i:i,t    rapi<llv 
vorse.  and  asked  .Mrs.  M'Lachlan  to  f..'ch  a  doctor.      The  latter 
put  eh  be;-  boots  (which,  with  her  stockings,  had  f.reviouslv 

taken  of!  to  dry),  and,  going  into  the  bcdroo       put  on  Jessie's 
liv 


Introduction. 


French  merino  gown,  hanginp:  there,  over  her  o-.vii,  "  as  it  was 
iill  wet  and  draggled."  together  with  her  own  lioniiet  and  cloak. 
As  she  went  upstair.  ;.l,,    met  thu  old  man  cnniin-  down  to  the 
kitchen,  and  told  him  of  her  intention.       She  lonnd  the  front 
door  locked  and  the  key  removed  :  and.  refirniii!:  to  the  kitchen, 
insisteii  that  Fleming  should  let  her  out  as  the  girl  w:;s  dyintr. 
He  said  he  uould  not.     She  .-i-ain  went  upstairs,   ini;>nd.;u^r  t"o 
op    1  the  ^^ind<,ws  ..nd  call  1. 1-  aid.      She  had  Ofiene.l  the  paHour 
shutters   and    windou",    l,ut    saw   no   one   stirring   at    the   l>;!ck, 
and    was   going  into    the    dining-n.mu    to    look    out    in    front 
when  she^hcard   a  noise   in    the  kitchen,    and,    running  down, 
saw  th  •  oM  man  standing  '•■vjr  the  prostrate  trirl  and  strikin-' 
at  her  head  with  a  cleaver.       .She  stood  on  the  stairs  scream- 
ing. "Help,  help!"  imd  the  old  man,  pausing  in  his  ghastlv 
work,   looked  tip  and  sr^w  her.        As  he  came  towards  her  she 
cried,    '  ni,,  l,,f  ,„e  ^.vay  ;   let  me  go  ;   for  the  love  of  God,  let 
me  go  au.iy  '.  "       He  assured  her  that  ho  would  not  harm  her 
and  said  that  "he  kent  frae  the  first  she  [Jessie]  cou'dna  live,' 
ard    if  ;,ny  doctor  had   come  in   he   [Flomimr]   wouM   have   to 
answer    for    her    d-ath,    for    she    would    have    told."       Afrs 
M'Lachlan  Avas  terriPed,   ;;nd  did  not  kriuw  what  to  do.       He 
told  her  that  her  life  was   in  his  yiower.    as,    if  she  informed 
upon  him.  he  wouM  deny  it,  and  charge  her  with  the  murder  : 
but  if  both  of  them  kept  the  secret,  no  one  could  discover  bv 
whom  It  was  done.      "  Ho  said  that  the  best  war  would  be  for 
him  to  say  that  he  found   the  house  robbed   in   fh.e  morning 
and  to  leave  the  hird.r   window   o[,en."        Witl,    this    view   he 
gave  her  the  dresses,  telling  her  to  put  them  out  of  the  wav 
He  then  dragged  the  bodv  •'  by  the  oxters  "  into  the  bodrooi^, 
and    h.^vin::  "  dichte.l  up"  the  ki-rlien,   Inirned  certain  tlun.^s 
(includintr  his  shirt)   i„  t!ie  lire,  and  ohan-ed  his  rloth.s      He 
went  out  to  the  c.  ,I,n-  l.,r  coals,  which  he  put  on  the  fire.      The 
door  bell  rang,  and    Fleming  bade   Mrs.    M-Laehlan    .mswer  it 
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was  the  milkhoy.  "The  old  man  took  no  i„g  up  with 
r''-.  "^'  ^^"^'^  ^"  ''>^  ^''i'-t  -'foves  when  he  went,  up 
bnt  H,  .  co:,t  uhen  he  ,..n,e  down  a.-ain.  He  brontrht 
no  m.Ik  v,„h  hi.:i.-  TU.  ,],,„  „,,,  I,.,  „,,  ,^^,^_  ^,,4,^ 
she  could  either  p.wn  it  .,,■  dispose  of  it  alone  wiik'tl,:. 
dresses.  At  half-past  eitrht  old  tiemim:  let  her  ie;, .  o  tlie  house 
unlocking  tor  her  both  the  back  and  the  lane  doors,  and  Mrs' 
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M'harlilaii,   1,'ariyiiif,'  Uw  ]Utv  ami  liressfs  in   n   bnn.lle.   went 
liome,  and  was  adiuilticl  by  htT  lodger,  Mi.s.  Caru(.l)clL 

Tlie  reading  of  this  startling  document  oo'ique.i  torty 
minutes,  and  its  eli'eet  upon  most  oi  those  present  in  C'ourr  may 
well  he  imagined.  No  one  knew  wjiat  would  liaj.pen  next— 
would  Lord  J)e;;s  defer  sentence  so  tjiat  the  truth  or  falsehood  of 
the  prisoner's  statement  might  he  invest iirated  hv  the  Crown, 
or  «,.uld  his  lordship  himself  (|uestion  her  upon  it  there  ami 
then.'  Lord  Deas,  however,  was  eijual  to  the  oee.isinn.  unjire- 
eedented  thouL'h  it  was.  After  a  hrief  pause,  his  lordship 
addressed  the  prisoner  in  terms  to  whi.ii  the  epithets  '-harnh 
aiid  unmeieiful"  weie  later  in  some  (juartor.s  applied.  He 
(Iwcrihed  the  murder  in  the  mann.r  in  w)ii<'h  he  eo,  .-,  ive.l  it 
to  have  hem  eoimnil  f  e,l.  and  iiifoiinrd  the  [Miiriil  that  he  en- 
tirely e.-neuiied  in  the  verdict  deliv,  r.d  l,y  "as  attentive  and 
intelligent  ii  jury  as  ever  I  saw  in  tlie  liox.'i  With  ntrard 
to  her  statement,  his  lordship  said  that,  in  his  exp.-rience  as 
counsel  l.oth  for  and  a^'aiiist  fiiisoneis.  and  also  as  a  judge,  he 
•ver  knew  an  instance  in  which  the  statements  Tuade  hv  (hem 
...ter  conviction  '•were  auMhin-  el-c  hut  in  their  snhsfanee 
falsehoods."  "It  is,"  said  he.  "my  imper.-.tive  ,lutv.  after 
what  has  been  now  stated  deliherately  in  writin..'  for  you,  to 
say  tint  their  is  n,,t  upr.n  mv  mind  a  slii.h.u  of  a  Rusiiicion 
that  tiiat  ol!  L'enileinan  h.al  anything  wliatever  to  do  with  that 
tiiurdir."  Tlie  statc'Hicnt.  contimieii  I.oril  Deas.  "  eonvevs  to 
my  inmd  th,.  impression  of  a  tis^ie  oi'  as  wicked  i',-!s.hoods  as 
any  to  which  :  rv(  r  listened,  and  in  place  of  t.nditiL'  io  re.st 
any  suspn  ion  aL-ain-t  the  man  whom  you  wi-hed  to  imiilicate, 
r  thuik  if  anvthing  were  .Twantin'j-  to  satist'v  the  public  mitid 
of  thai  mati's  innoeenet  it  would  be  that  most  incre.lible  state- 
ment which  you  have  imw  made."  On  the  latter  point,  at 
least.  Lord  I  leas,  as  we  sjiall  soon  see,  was  totallv  mistaken. 
His  lordshiji  having  repeated  his  roncurretice  i'l  the  venlici 


ArcnrdinR  to  tlip  r(>i>ort  of  tlin  tri.-ih  (ho  fnllt)win(i  were  the  only 
•MJonB  when  the  jury  vcrh.olly  iiianifo>ti-ii  (he  iittentiiin  nnci  int^Ui- 
(ience  thus  commen<h'<|  ).y  liin 'lord.ahii" :  (1)  \Vh.>n  thev  pointfd  out 
that  nid  Flemina  had  !<t;it<-d  his  age  at  oeventv  oiijht  :  (2)  when  thev 
ftKked  (nr  the  piano  to  he  laid  before  them :  'and  (3)  when  iiiioii  , 
quMtion  nrising  hplwcen  Mr  riiirlt  nn.l  the  jnd^ie  reitiirdinir  the 
n<Tiirm-y  of  the  Intter's  noten  of  Snrnh  .AdaniK'  ovi.lKme.  •■  one  jiirv- 
\i*"  "'•'';'"'*■•*  t'lnt  •!••  thoi'tfht  the  nriKwer  wjix  qiialitied  a.^^  Muled  hv 
Mr.  Clark.  'Ay?'  wild  fiOrd  IVa-  interroKftlively;  whernipon  the 
juior»Htbiwk  with  a  red  ince"  (/m,/.,  Mail  leporl)  Iti  ih.mp  of  these 
inM.inocfi  WW  the  jury's  intelligence  apprecintcl  hv  die  l.,ii,  h 
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M  no  .,„.,.  veni.et   wo„l,i  l,av.  l„vn  consistent  with  the 

"'"""""■'"'■'""'"""-"—  -n.n,-.       \VlK..;.„,,.,ntlu.  doomed 
^voma,.  u,   the  ,i,..k  eNvl,,inir,l,    •'  Merrv  '  ..ve     II  '-ll  1,  .  • 

i"  n,„W«>n  [tiftoen]  nnnul.^    i  Z  wh     e    ho". vi '."'''"V"/'  '''"^'''' 

of   the  c,i.o    would   hav,.    1,.,)   ,„   a       •     i,,    of  V,'.   ,1    .'.""    '""'■"'■" "^""' 
.So.n.tarva,   ivodafter    h^;  „.  V  I'l'l'''^  V    ^'"'1'   ""'    H'""" 

"■"' ''  --  "^^" - 'vu>er'.:Lt'.,!'T;L.:;r':;;^r',:-,;':;;:;^T 

Tl,,^n.s,,I,    of  the, nal   was   van,,,,.!v    receive,!    l,v.l,,.IVs.. 
"7^"""';^'^  ^'''""^■'   ^''"""   i"   i'^  .•nrh,,.ias,i..  c^xpiession  of 
ul.ole-hearte.!     .,.,.nnal.  ...h..,.      neuspa,„.,s      as      «e       J 

^''7'''>- "'''''-•'''•  •••'■i-i-'.'."-te  .iei/an.  :;;i„:K-:^^^^^^ 

-].-  an.l  j..,y  ha,l  .hschar,.  ,1  th.ir  res,,...  „...  .hHu..  Hut 
'"  '■"■'-  t/'-..-,:,!  ,,,„n,„„  nn,ionl,te,lly  was  that,  .v^anl  l.ein^r 
,"     '""'■;  i-r.-:..,._^e„v,.ms,an.es.,f   the. ase   an,l    thef.esh 

-ictuent  n.tm,  u,v.l  ,nt.,  ,,  l.v  ,h..  ,.,,son,.,.'s  .tatenu-nt,  i,  woul.I 
1.0  unsafe  wuhou,  Uu,U,-  in.,nnv  ,„  earry  o-„  the  ir.ev.K'Hl.Io 
sen  et,re  ..  ,l„.  law.  Th..  newspa,., .-  of  the  ,h,v  containe.I  many 
JM^t  and  tempeiat..  .a.nnM.n,.  upon  ih.    l.iai.   I,„(   .■..nsi.leration 

';'    ^'"'';   "';^-  l""'""^    ''-    ' ••""■"   .>     Hh^   lolI.,.intr  ..x-vrpt, 

from  a  Icu.linj;  n.ti,  !.■  ,n  the  l^,n.hui   M/,7.v  T,  h  ,,ra  ph  : — 

No  tittle  nf  evidence.  Ftrange  I.,  sav.    u.,^  lM,,u..ht    f„.u-,,,t   ..     i 

»he  prevou,  relation,  betwo..,,  M,  M-,,,,,,.. '.:;;,:;:/;;'r';:;„;;;,^';[: 

'  ■i>it«h'"<,,rniiffi.  ii.  507. 

'A  candid  coriv5,<mdent  lh„.s  ad.Momsho.l  the  editor  .,f  that  io,,rn;.l 
'Vou.  mr.  are  a  ,Kuti,„„.  „nu  view  .'Vervthinir   in   a  f  1  .    li 
......  I.   in  the    m«nn.T   .,f  the   ,x>„r    An-lr  t  ^  ^„  L v    in    J  '         '"''^ 

per*..,   had  very  wirPedly   pnt^reen   «H,7tn.  le^       •  , .?  .  ""■   ""'•"' 

in,,....ntly    con..en..e..    ,o  ':„t  'haWnr  thiSin^''     e    "gr"""  ^f^" 

»ir.  \*  «hn»  yon  are  doit,^--    vn.i  «v  -'Vervthieu  »lir,.,wl    .t  j 

thpe  ..e!ohra...d  .,.e..,..L.   in,ro<l.u ed  IntV,  C^l.rr^'h  t.:t''"',;;: 
old  gentlrnmn.'  Fleming. "-W/n.^.^  //,,„,,,.  30,,,  S..,,temb.  rf  l(i,2. 
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Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 

eervants,  tlic  decoa^cd  wonian.  or  tlie  prisoner.  The  one  ciicnm- 
Ftance  ilenrly  est.ililislieii  in  liiy  favour  wtis  that  at  the  time  of  the 
murder  he  stoml  in  i;o  obviou.s  want  of  nioney.  Tiie  .tingle  fact 
indisputably  pioved  against  the  prisoner  was  tliat  Vhe  was  in  possession 
of  soii.e  of  J|.:-isio  .M-riiirson's  jiroperly  imniediatelv  after  tiie  com- 
niission  of  the  crime;  but  there  was  nothing  fiirtlie'r  to  connect  her 
with  it.  On  tin's  fact,  or  rather  prcsMmption.  the  Cla.vt'ow  jury  have 
found  her  guilty.  Ui.on  her  conviction  .slie  made  a  fresh  sta'tement 
thron^'h  her  counsel,  to  tho  effect  that  it  was  trne  ^he  had  been  in  the 
hoMso  nti  the  nnrhf  of  the  nnir.ler.  that  drring  her  ab'.ence  to  piiichase 
dnnk  tlie  (ieeil  had  been  committed  by  oid  .\Ir.  rien.inij,  and  that  after- 
wards slie  had  been  bribed  to  silence.  Ihis  Ftat<>tnent  the  judge  char- 
arterised  as  a  tissue  of  falsp)uiods.  Now.  we  have  no  wi«h  to  inipuRn 
l';f  jirstic-  of  either  (lie  Scotch  jurv  or  of  Lord  Deas.  It  is  c.  rtain 
that  Je.ssie  M'Lachlan  was  in  .«onic  f.  rm  or  otlier  an  accomplice 
v.hether  alter  or  beiore  the  I'act  we  do  not  sav.  It  is  impossible  how- 
ever,  to  believe,  on  th..  evide:,ce  before  us. 'that  the  pri-^oner  left  her 
home  with  tlie  deliberate  intention  of  killinir  Jessie  M'I'herson  and 
almost  as  di(fi<iilt  to  credit  that  the  crime  wa.s  committed  bv"  her 
alone  and  iinassi.sted.  An  .iwful  nivscerv  still  bancs  over  thi-  .strance 
traupdy— a  my.stery  which  th-  present  trial  has  failed  to  clear'  up  It 
has  been  ptoycd.  inde«L  that,  the  prisoner  is  Kniltv  of  some  rmrticipa. 
.ion;  but  till  It  IS  proved  to  what  decree  her"Kuilt  extends,  and 
whether  she  ,s  the  sole  or  principal  criminal,  we  cannot  think  the 
sentence  of  the  law  can  be  lustly  c.rried  into  effect.  There  -nust  be 
more  inquiry  before  Je.ssie  M'Lachlan  should  be  sent  to  her  last 'account 
••'s  the  niurdere.«s  of  Jessie  M'Pherson. 

The  f.iililic  nvriremcnt  wlnVii  m;nkcf1  the  opening  ..f  the 
triA  and  .•itten<1f.i  tlic  i>,o(.'if.^s-  of  fht-  cnsc  renchod  its  hiirlust 
I'itcli  oil  Saturday  nftcrnoon  ,,ii  the  piililication  of  the  charee, 
tlic  verdict,  nml  the  piisoiirr'.s  .st.itfnipnt.l  T]w  iiowsj.npor 
offices  were  liesiopcd.  the  demand  for  copies,  continiiinp  into 
the  snail  hours,  is  snid  to  hnvo  exceeded  all  previous  records, 
even  tlint  (.ce-sinncd  liv  the  f;inioiis  trial  of  Madeleine  Smith. 
Some  idea  of  the  pcpul.ir  ferment  may  he  pathered  from  the 
following  notice  in  the  Th.i/;,  Afait :—■■  The  pentleman  who, 
in  the  s^rramMe  in  the  crowd  in  front  of  our  office,  shortiv 
after  eijrht  o'clock  on  S;iturdny  evening-,  lost  one  of  tlie  skirts 
of  his  coat  can  have  the  lo.st.  skirt  rcturneil  to  iiim  ou  npplyinjr 
i:t  f'ur  office." 

The  first  question  nattjrnlly  supjrested  hy  tlie  pri.soner's  -iinto- 
ment  wns  n-*  to  the  time  when  rnd  the  circumstances  in  whidi 


•  '"  •  "■'"''P"*  number   we  Plated  Ihrt  several    persons   had  brmme 

in«ane  by  hn^nlinc  o%er  the  wronu'n  nf  Mrs.   M'Lachlan.  and   bad  been 
removed   to  Cartnavel    Lunatir    Asylum.        In    nd.lition    to    the.<e    we 
lenrn  (hnt  .-.ises  of  exlrene  nervous  irritnbilitv.  nrismir  from  the   san... 
eau.«e,  hnvp  occurred  in  the  privnfr  f.rnetie*.  of"medical  gentlemen  :  and 
tim.lv.    that  n   female    pauper    in    the   Town's   Hospital   hii»    lake,,   (he 

Too,  Or7ober"'l862    ^'"'^  ''"'  *""  *'""*"  "'*"  too-"-^'/"""'"'  /hrald, 
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I    ha,l  been  m:.le  l.y  Ikt.       M.>...  Dixo,,,  Str,.,.].,,.  .v  W.lson. 
t  .0  a^^.nts  f,;„.  the  d.-ienc.  ba.fenc.l  to  satisfv  th.  i,ul,lir  upon 
t  as  J,om^.        (.„  Satur.lav.   I'Uth  September.  'i,nim.,iiatdv  after 
then-  cht.nfs  conviction.  th.«e  gentk.n.n  addressed  to  the  local 
J  rcss  a  Ictt.Ti  fr,vin^'  this   information,   which  aj.pea.eJ   in  all 
.  K-  Uas^M)w  newpapers  on  M.,n,lav,  the  2l'n,l.       In  it  the  a-ents 
.tate.    that   wl,cn   they   first    vi<i,.,l    Mrs.    ^'Lachlan    in   piisnn 
she   ,h,     not   know   that   „1,1    Vl.u.u;:   ha.l    iK'cn   liberate,,    and 
«e,l  to  then,   -,h::t   .Mr.    Flennnj,  wouM  surelv  clear  her  " 
At   a    suhseqnent    .nterview,    npon   her   repeatinr  that   e.pecta- 
tH.n.   the  a,i:ent.s  mforme.l  her  that   ,l,e  oM  man  ha.l  been  .lis- 
ehar-ed    from    custody,    whicli    she    refused    t.    I  elieve         Thp 
pnson  offiei.-ds  v.onld  ,nve  her  no  information,   s.,  .,,,  ;.  ,,    !'. 
her  h„sb,n.d.   from  Mhom  she  learned  that  snch  was  the  f.ct 
and  t„ld  h::„  „.  „„■„,„,  J,,,  ,^^„^,  ^,,.^^  ^,^^,  -^^^^  ^^  communica- 
.on  to  make  to  them.       M  this  time  the  in.?ic.rr.ent  had  not 
l-n    served^-,t    was    not    served    till    ."iOth    Ana-nst-.,nd    "ho 
---nts  .er.  no,   .-nvare  of  the  evidence  that  mijrht  be  broncrht 
;.J^•unst   her   or  of   tl,e   names   of  the   Crown    witnesses.       To 
..^forn.at.on  whatever  relative  to  anv  p.nrt  of  the  case  had  beer! 
.ommumcatcd    .„    ^r,.,s.    M'Laehhu,    by    them.         Mr      T  lo" 
visHe.1  her  ac.ordui.dy  on  Tuesdav.    Ii'th   .A«.n,s,      .    ']   *' 
she  ver..llv  .ave  the  substance  of  the  statc:;:e,     ' '   'm      Wi  ^^ 
fornud  Mr.   I.„on.   who  went  next  day  (VMU)  to  sc        .   "" 
K.  subject    when  she  repeated  her  statement  t„  bin,.  „/  ,',i 
took  notes  at  the  time.         ■  From  the.,  notes  ,,.,ke„  b^- 
u.n..yh.s  occasion,    and    in,m    nn, her   eenversations\vH^^ 

o  .lotads    the  statement   which   was   read   to-dav   ;»!   .^ 
''Ut  It  was  written  out  i, ,■  ,nv,i  wu.ds    ,„,]  „„.,  ;J"]   , 

or  conn..ers  information  in  cnsuitn.,  al  to  o  r    t  ^ 

aken  upon  .t  After  careful  considen.tion  of  the  ca  ,.?in. 
h...  counsel  advised  the  ajrents  not  to  admit  that  she  was  kZ 
;.;  '  ;•  ';'7;>v  rutfinp  in  the  statement  as  a  speeia    dlf    c" 

•     .he  las    day  of  the  trial,  however.  Mrs.  M'lJchlan  sen      «; 

u.  counsel  and  ..pcnts  before  the  Court  met.  and  insisterthn 
""•  statement  sliould  be  read  in  open  Court 

he  publication  of  this  letter  provoke.l  v.olcnt  discus.i..„    „. 

.  : \''''   "••^••^  7"»'7  -l-»>-n»r   t„    ,h,s  extraordinarv   r\l. 

" J^^Wrsto^hom  the  innocence  of  Meming  was  an 
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articlo  of  faith  did  not  hositate  to  dononnce  the  whole  atlair 
as  a  euniiiiif.'  device  of  the  apfents  to  save  their  elient's  neek. 
As  these  ^rentkiiien  were  well  known  and  ies[^ectalile  menil)ern 
of  their  inofessiim,  and,  as  sueh,  had  a  i-epiitation  to  lose,  it  was 
obvious  that  some  otln  r  exjilanatioii  of  their  eonduet  must  he 
foiHid.  So  their  <.'ood  faitli  wi-  tacitly  admitted;  and  the 
groumi  was  shifted  to  tiie  (|iie.non  of  the  state  of  Mrs, 
M'Lachlan's  knowledfze  as  to  the  case  ajrainst  her  at  the  time 
will  n  she  made  her  statement.  To  this  important  jioint  we 
shall  I'eturn  wlien  ^ve  have  to  consider  lier  statement  in  the  lifjlit 
of  the  fresh  evidence  afterwaids  adduced  in  its  sti[>]iort. 

Sir  Aicliihald  Alison,  whose  intimate  knowledp'c  of  the  case 
lends  great  weight  to  his  opinion,  wiites  as  follows:  — 

This  .«tatement  bore  tlii>  ni.nk  ot  tinth  ;  and  as  it  cninridcfi  in  .1 
reiiinvkablp  way  with  the  evidence,  and  explained  nnich  in  the  case 
whiih  w^s  otlicrwisc  inexplicable,  it  m.-vde  a.  piodigious  inipre«;ion,  and 
led  to  tn.'OtinKs  in  ClnsKow  and  all  pai  tf^  of  Scotliind,  l>ra\ini,'  the 
Crown  to  .-tay  execution,  and  order  farther  inniiiry.  This"  rerjue^t 
wa.f  iici-eded  to  by  .'>ir  Ceorjrc  (!rpy,  tlii>  Home  Secretary;  and  the 
inve^liiiation,  which  w.is  idm  prayed  for  by  (tic  F.oid  rrov(>st"()f  (;Ui»f;ow 
am!  niy.>;p!f,  w.it:  sf>eedily  commenced,  and  conducted  partly  before  mo 
and  partly  before  Mr.  Yoiiiis,  afterw.irds  So'ii  itor-C.eneral,  who  w.ib 
.•ippointed  ('onnnisfiioncr  by  the  Home  Serretaiv  lo  condiKt  the 
investiuation.l 

.Me:in«liilc  that  taiLre  siclimi  <d'  the  iai'ili<'  v  iio  i  iiIht  lu'lievc^l 
her  inno<ent  or  held  ihat  tlie  cvidcn<'e  aofainst  her  did  not  warrant 
a  rorviction.  had  inple  opportnnity  of  expro«sin'_r  tlieir  opinion. 
Two  III. 'iionals  to  the  l|..tnc  ScrMt.iry  were  pn-Mared,  one  hy 
-Mrs.  M  hacidin's  couTi-td  ,in<l  agents,  settint'  lortii  tlic  letral 
groun<l  iii-in  which  tiiev  ..mvimI  a  'cspite  nf  the  senti'i!.  e  and 
an  irwiniM-  into  the  ■-■  liv  th^  Ciicvn  aiitlioritics  in  i''.diiilnir_'h 
(of  wiiich,  iinfortnn.itely.  we  iiave  i>een  unahle  to  olitain  a  copv), 
and  ,nioth(r,  intended  fer  signature  hy  the  general  puhlic.  The 
latter  u  .*;  in  t||,.  fcdhiwing  terms:  — 

Unto  the  Rittht    Honomable  Sir  (Jeorjie  C.ny,   K.C  IV,  Her   Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the   Home  Department, 

The  Memorial  of  the   undersigned    inhabitant.*  of  (d.ijsgow  and  ita 
iipinldionrhiKx!, 
Humbly  shnwelh — 

Tilt  in  the  case  of  Jpsi^ie  \fIntoph  or  M'l.a.  hjan.  who  is  at  present 
ronfmed  in  the  Prison  of  fdii^Row,  nmj,  .  scntenee  of  death  voiir 
mpiiior-ilHts  rPKpectfully  siibmil  — 

1st     lliat,  <.n  a  careful  perusal  of  the  evidence  laid  befoi,    il„.  j,„v 
they  fe-,  -il.-fird  that  the  Banie  does  not  warrant  the  veidiel  ietiitn»<<l 
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_  2nd  rij;il  m  tlie  p<>culiar  dr.-u-iiMantes  of  the  case  thev  deem  it 
imperative  tliat  an  ,r„iuiry  ho  made  hy  the  Cmwn  into  Uio  whole 
-natter,  and  particularly  tlie  .^ateinont  of  Mrs.  M'Lachlan.  which  vonr 
meinona  ,..t..  are  lus.-iired  was  made  by  her  on  the  13th  of  AiiKu.n  last 
bclore  the  precognition  of  the  witne.'^e.s  was  c<,mpleted.  and  which 
s  atenient  wa^  not  known  to  or  in  any  way  brought  under  the  notice 
ot.  the  jiiry   before  their  verdict   wa*  letumed 

3rd.  That  thi.-.  iii.,ui,T  is  the  more  nec<^.v.ary  beca,.,-c.  as  v,„n 
memonah.^.  are  mforuied,  additional  evidence  has  beet.  discnvVicd 
mnee  the  tna  .  which,  if  prev,ou..ly  known,  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  niatenally  afTeot<>d  the  issue.  >uuiin, 

4th.  That  in  the  meantime  a  respite  of  the  ,-entence  be  granted- 
atui,  upon  the  alv,ve  in.pnry  being  made,  that  the  Crown  be  graciously 
pieiused  to  iriterpo.se  further  in  the  case  a.s  ..liall  aiipear   just 

.■\nd  your  .Memoriali.-ts,  u^  in  duty  hound,   will   cvei  'pray. 

Tliirteon  htm.lred  siil)sprii.tion  shoots,  enrli  Mffof.Hnrr  sjiacc  for 
ninety   names,    were    rirrtilnt..,]    thi  ,,iiL'hniit    tho    citv     an.l   tho 
prisoner's  agents  feeeivd  :,,,,  lie,,,  ,„„s  for  a.l.litio,,.,]  eopies  from 
■■'II    tlio  princu.nl   tow,,,    in    S.o,l,,n,l,    and   even    tVom   Kn-Ian.J 
On  lT:.i:,v,   2r.tl,  ,^,.|„e,nl,e,-,   "a  prelitninarv  meetin- of  ,,arties 
l:iv...l,al,lr  ,,,  ||oMi,il'  ,,  puMic  ,„..,.ti„^r  to  nien,, „i;,liM.  the  iloinc 
^ee,vta,•v  ,„  ,lel,',y  the  exeention  of  .M,-s.   M'Laetilan.   now  un.l-  ,• 
sentence  of  death,  imtil  a  fn.tlu  r  jndieial  inve.sti-atien  he  made 
into    the    uliol,.    .aieum.tanees    of    th.^   ease."   was   hel.l    in    the 
l.el,-,ous   Institution   Hooms.       ConrHillor  Clark   j.re.si.ied  over 
■1  e.ow.led  meet,,,-,  notice  of  «l,ieh  l,,-,d  l,een  -iven  i.v  adveiti.se- 
mer,t.       Even   the   Ihm!,,  devoted   ,l„„,  eolnmns   t.,   a    ,e,,ort 
of  the  p,-orec<l„i.^s.       I,  was  .esoh-d  to  rail  a  pul.Iie  n.eetin.-  of 
the  ,nhal,itants  to  eonsjder  the  whole  matter;  and   a  l.uf;e  eom- 
m.ttee  of  '•  reprcsetitative  eiti/ens    •  (i„el„din.  seve,-al  men,he,s 
of   Town    (  ounoil)    uas   appointed    to  e.„ ,  v    ou,    tlie    ne.es.arv 
arrangements  and  to  decide  as  to  .s,.n.lin,^  a  deputation  to  wa.'t 
upon  the  I.„d  .\dvoe.,te  and  Sir  Ce,,,,..  (....y.     'n,e  s.inie  dav 
the  lollo«,n;:  nnpoitant   letter   was  uiitt.t,   |,v  P.ol'es.,,,    (  .fte,"- 
wards  Lo,d)  Lister'  to  the  editor  of  the  ILmld:  — 

privately  ex,.res.ed  ^h^  ^^ll  'i  '   h^n.;  h^al  f  J  t,:;  ' ' "m hf  t '  ''T 

are    ,n    remarkuble   accordance    with    tho     .'i  o n/^^  "      ,;i,^,'^^*?'<;-'^>- 

hav.^g,ve..  no  warrant  for  the  public  ap!.ara,.ce^|- 'u'TiVin.':;.'-! 

17  WcwdKide  Place.  S<.pt  26,  1862.  ■'°'""""  ^'''■'*^"- 


Then   RegiiiK   rrofen^oi    ,.f  Sur 


he  ,,b.orved  thai  thi.  diHtimjMi' h;d'authoritTdiff^ 
rollengue  and  »urce«,or.  Dr.  MarlwxJ. 


gery  hi  Olasgnw   rnivei-sity.       It  will 
rn  in  opinio-   'i,„.,  big 


h 


«-;i 


Mrs.    MT.achlan. 

We  mIso  read  tlint  in  Sandyford  rimi<li  "  „  niost  ( Inqnont  and 
;.dniiral.le  di-;cnurse  was  j.reached  last  Salihath  foicanon  by  Dr. 
.Mi)uff  with  rrl'er.'ncc  to  this  case  of  murder  en,i:ayrin<r  so  imi.h 
attention.  lie  showed  lin-v  tlie  smallest  ingredients '^omeiiincs 
brought  home,  under  the  i  yt-  ui  Providence,  the  surest  n-idts 
of  fruilt."  The  reverend  doetor  was  evidently  no 
".M'Lachlanite."  V/hether    or  n.,t   eld    Fkminir    jierson  lly 

{profited  hy  this  discourse  is  nf>t  recon'ed  :  hut  from  whn*  was 
.stated  in  several  newspapers  it  would  appear  that  the  old  {gentle- 
man had  not  much  imlucement  to  lin^'er  in  (llav^ow.  On  leavin<x 
the  Court  after  <rivin<r  his  evidence,  he  wiis  assailed  by  groan.s^ 
hoots,  and  hi.sses  from  the  crowd,  by  whom  he  would  Live  been 
rourrhly  liandled  had  he  not  made  his  escape  in  a  cab.  On  hi.s 
see'dnpr  refuse  at  Dimeon.  "  jM.pulai-  indignation  followed  him 
thither,  and  this  usually  quiet  and  decerous  place  "  became  the 
scene  of  moie  hostile  demonstrations.  On  one  occasion,  being 
recopnise<l  after  a  visit  to  the  locrd  barber,  he  was  aclunlly 
stoned:  and  the  imforfunate  barber  only  api.eascd  the  fury  of 
the  crowd  l.v  iliKiwinn-  iiit<i  the  sen  the  shavinp-tackle  emploved 
'  .on  his  uiipo],ular  cu.-.tomer.  This  .scandalous  persecution 
seems  to  have  been  lonj:  eontimied.  the  old  man  beinj,'  moblied 
nt  Greenock  so  late  as  the  end  of  Xovendier.  Nor  was  he  the 
only  sufferer:  innocent  stran,!.'ers  of  simihir  venerable  asf.ect 
weie.  by  a  rc-.'rettable  error,  puisucd  .itid  hustled  in  the  streets. 
Oiif  jiaper,  however,  jj-ives  a  different  and  less  excitinp  account 
of  his  condition  after  the  tri.il — 

James  Fr.EMiso  at  Isnei.t.an.— We  le.irn  that  old  >fr  Flomii-,-  is  at 
prespnt  rc.«ii]in«  at  llii.s  favourite  wat<>iitip.plate.  It  io  caid  that  he 
18  flints  at  lionio.  rcudinn  with  deep  interest  the  varioiip  coninif  nts  ef  tlm 
newsiiaiiers  on  the  rr^iilt  of  the  recent  trial.  We  uh-o  Jiear  that 
lettcr.s  from  vaiioii.B  parties  pour  in  lipon  liiai  (i,\ily. 

This  is  the  last  we  .shall  see  of  old  Fleuiii.L' :  let  us  hope  that 
his  j)osition  was  rendered  less  painful  by  requests  for  nutoirrnphs 
Jind  the  perusal  of  his  daily  Htrahi .^ 


■-"'  ri-  ,,,.., ,;y  li.,;  tliP  r,litor  vl.Td:!!..!  tlie  llial.l  with  the 
cau.«e  of  old  I'kininK  that  a  rorre.';pondent  inquired  if  it  wsu  the  fiwt, 
a*  he  had  been  credibly  informed,  that  Mr.  Jolui  Klening  w,-u>  eon- 
neited  with,  or  lia.l  .•iiifTirlent  inflmn.p  to  direi  t  the  rours!"  mior.ieil  hy, 
that  journal.  Tlie  editor  replied  that  \\t.  J.,liri  Fleniini,  had  ni  t  th/n, 
iind  never  had.  any  comiPition  with  the  papei .  and  >v.i8  '  tot  cily 
unknown.  exreptinK  l)y  name,  to  the  editor  and  to  every  member  of  his 
literary  fUif\."~aiai><jvw  Ileratd.  8th  October,  1862. 
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.M.;.  nuhilo.    ,n    .Imost    vwyy   town    tlnou-Iiont   the    country 
meetings  were  lu'M  in  support  of  th.  petition,  and  on  2!lih  S.p' 
teml.er    the   puhlle    nieefin.L'    hcforc    ritViTo.]   to   t.,ok    ,,]■  re    in 
'n.sjrow.      "Tl,e    Citv    [h,ll    was    crowded   to   overHowin,^     and 
l.trge  numl.or.s  were  unal,]..  to  ^-aiu  an  entranre."       The  rlinr- 
n.an  intnnale.l  that  up  to  the  time  of  speakin^r  nearlv  .-,()  (i,i() 
.-.?.iatur..s  had  heen  adhibited  to  tlie  petition  in  that  citv  ah,no 
A  h'tter  from  the  Lord  Provost  was  read  intimatinj;  that  ho  -.nl 
Sir  ArchihaM   Ah-son,   Sheriff  of  Lanarkshire,    had    a.l,he-rd    i 
joint  communiVation  on  the  subject  to  Sir  George  Grey    pravmg 
tor  an  inquiry  ;  several  lengthy  speeches,  some  of  them'  relevant 
to  the  matter  in  hand,   were  made:   and  resolutions   as  to  the 
necessity  for  furtiier  investigation,  the  memorialising  of  the  Home 
Secretary,   and  the  appointment  of  a  deputa.tlon  to  ^^ait    upo  i 
J.im    and    the    Lonl    Advocate    theroancnt.    were    una„in,onsIv 
<a>T,ed.       The  same  day  a  crow.lcd  f,ul.lic  meeting  was  he!     at 
■.":nl,„|.:l,,  in  the  Queen  Strcci   1I,,1I,  „un,bers  beinir  unable  to 
i-::)n  admittance,  when  similar  resoluiiot.s  were  agreed  to.      '•  In 
:li'    cur-.,  of  the  proceedings  the  ch.nrni.an   intimated  that   the 
"•V.   Pr.   Giitlirie,   who  was  unavoi,!ablv  absent,  had  expressed 
..IS  sympathy  with  Mrs.  M'Lachlan,  and  had  .....mmcnd,  d  cverv 
.•nan  and  woman  in  Kdinburgh  to  sign  thr  p,titi,,n  iu  f,.vo„r  of 
her  res^'ite." 

On  30tli  September  an  investigation   ini,,  the  case  was  ,-om- 
..enced  by  Sir  Aivhib.-Ud   Alison  and   fh,.   Procurator-fiscal     on 
:nstruct.o„s  from  .],.■  Lord  .\.lvoca.e.  vb.-n  cc'lain  w,fne<.es  xu-re 
examined.       The  inquiry,  ^^hich  w;,s  iuld   in   private,  v.as  con- 
tinued   from    day    to    day.         (>n    .Inl    October    the   ,1.  ,  ,H,,tion 
appointed  by  the  public  meeting  wa.ite.l  on  the  I^n,l  Advocate  in 
K-lmbur-.d,.  who  assured  them  that  the  lulle.t  possible  i.uesii,., 
for.  would  be  made  into  the  whole  case.       The  chairman  of  t"hc 
meeting  had  received  a  letter  fr.an  Sir  (Jeoi-e  Grev  to  the  efiect 
tliat  It  was  quite  unnecessary  for  the  prop,..ed  ,le„utaiion  to  go 
o  London,  as  the  Home  Secretary  was  in  communication  with 
the  Lord  Advocate  with  a  view  to  a  full  in<|ui,v  into  the  f„c;s    for 
"inch  .ample  opportunity  wouM  be  .'iven 

On  Saturday,   tth  O.'tober-a  week  before  the  date  Fued   for 
he  execution--, he  I.,rd   Provost  received  the  following  letters 
from  the  Ifnm.   Gdicc:  — 

\iv  T..ir.)      1  .       •     ■,  Whitehall.  Srd  Oct  C 

-My  Ivord.-I   an,  to  «,t,n,fy  to  you   ,1„.  Qnr.n.  co.nmanl   tllat    the 


n| 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


execution  ut  the  sinitciiLo  nf  death  pas.'^iil  on  .1ess<\e  M'Intosh  or 
M'l.a.lihiii,  now  in  OlasL^ow  Jail,  be  lespitmi  until  Satuni.iy.  tho  l.<»t 
day  ot  November  next.      I  am.  my  |iT(i,  yoiii'  loniship's  nhe.lirnt  t^rv.iiit. 

t;t:(Jl[i-,E    (IliEY. 

The  Lord   I'rovo.--t  ol  Ghis^'ow. 

,,     J       ,      ^  Whitehall,  3rd  Ortober,   1862. 

.My  Lord.— r  am  dirert..d  by  Senifary  Sir  Ceoru'e  Crev  to  inform  vou 
urn  he  lia.s  thoiiu'hl  it  rigfit  under  all  the  eireumstanfes"  to  advise  Her 
Majesty  to  r.s|Mle  tin  e.\.Hution  of  Jessie  M-Larhlan  until  Saturday. 
the  l.<=t  ot  November  next;  n.nd  he  request.^  that  vou  will  have  the 
K(XK)ne.«s  to  rau.-e  it  to  bo  clearly  explained  to  the  ronvi.t  that  th- 
respite  has  been  granted  only  for  the  puriK>s<.  of  allowini;  time  for  some 
further  inve.<ti(;ation.  and  that  if  that  shoul.l  i.ot  confirm  the  truth  of 
the  .statement  m.-uie  by  her  a-s  to  her  .<=hare  in  the  tran.-aotion.  no  hotie 
can  be  held  out  to  her  of  the  <oniniuta(ion  of  the  capital  sentence--! 
have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  your  obedient   .•servant, 

H.    \\  AIi0INi:Ti)N. 

A\i'b  icl'f'vnrc  (o  till'  in(|iiiiy  tlicn  in  inofrrr.ss  hy  tlir  Sheriff 

nnd  T'l-firiinitor-fi-cil,  th,.  ojiininn  w;is  very  frt'nerally  i'x[nv.ssc.l 

nri.l  cvfTi  sliareii  hy  tin.  //< /v//./— timl  no  invrstiLr:^ti(m  coriilnctfil 
I>v  1.  ,m1  ofKci,il<,  wh.iffvrr  thoir  iiitt'o-rity.  wIhi  had  boon  con- 
necicl  with  the  itTt-iit  iirosfculioti  would  \k-  satisfactory  to  the 
public  or  consisti'iit  with  the  cti.ls  in  vnw.  Accordintrh  .  tin- 
annnmicemoiit,  on  |:iii,  ()c|,,hc!-,  of  the  appointment  hv  the 
Hotiio  Secretaiv  ..f  .\!r.  Ccoi-jc  Voiin<r.  Slieiitf  of  lladdinL'toi),  > 
as  t'onimissioiier,  iimlcr  wImuu  tlu'  ni.|iiiiv  would  lir  conducted, 
■was  \velconu'<l  iiy  both  jMriics.  .Mr .  ^  ouin:  •.  position  as  leader, 
nftir  the  L<.id  .Advocate  (Moncredf)  and  the  Solicitor  (Jeneial 
(Maaland).  of  the  <cots  |,,ir  etiiincntly  fitted  liini  for  the  dis- 
chartre  of  this  d,-!ir,,|,.  and  anomaliuis  oftiee.  On  17th  October 
the  Crown  ('uninii--io!ier  itii.ird  upon  his  duties,  the  scojie  of 
which  is  delined  in  his  Ictlii-  to  Sir  (Mcrfre  (itey  of  Kjlli  .\Iav, 
1863/  It  seems  unfortunate  tb.it  tiie  Commissioner  '•  hail  no 
power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  a  witnes.s  oi  to  adnunister 
an  oath,"  his  function  bcinc  purely  extra judici.d.  Within  the 
limits     appointed     by     his     commission,    however,    Mr.    Vouiii' 


,nL    T^*^  NouiiR.    Lord   Young  (181919071.   was   ,alle,l   to  the  bar  in 
1840:  Sheriff  of  Inverne.ss,  1853;  Sheriff  of  Haddin^non,  18G0  :  S.  li,  itor- 
General.   1862;   T.,ord    Advo<:aU',    1869;  raised  to  the   bench     1874-  and 
resicned,  1905. 
3See  .\ppendix   111      (4). 
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..xamincfl  mMiiv  witnesses,  notes  of  whose  eviMencc  were  tiaris- 
niittc.1  l.y  bin,  i .  the  IFome  Serretiirv,  the  imrjiort  of  which  we 
shall  p.fterward^  eonsi,kr.  The  f,ioeee.li„..r8  were  conducted 
with  closer!  doors,  the  only  j.ei.ons  present  hcsides  the  (  om- 
raissioner  heint'  the  IVociirator-tiscMl  (Mr.  Cemrnel),  as  represent- 
Jiipr  the  prosecution:  Mr.  I)ix(,n.  ns  iiL'ent  for  Mrs.  M'L;.chlin- 
a  shorthand  writer,  and  a  vU-rk.  Sir  .Archibald  Alison  states 
that  he  was  requested  i,v  Mr.  VounL'  to  si.  with  hin,  and 
concki.ie  -:,e  inquirv,  huj  tl,,.,t  in  virw  .,f  his  (Sir  Archihdd's) 
offinal  i.osition  as  the  [...hlic  officer  wh<,  had  supcrintrnd.  d  the 
precognition  a-ainst  ,h,.  acns,  d.  he  deemed  it  l-.tter  nnr  to 
do  so.' 

The  inquiry  was  condudrd  on  the  L'Oth.  the  lesult  eonunnni- 
eated  to  the  Home  Secreta.y  on  the  '.'4th.  and  on  the  -Sth  the 
t-llow„-„.  !,,(.  ;■  was  received  l.y  the  Lord  Provost  fmn,  Sir 
(ti(  i;.'o  (Jri'v  :  — 


fl 


■  1  *?■ 


At      T       1       I  ■      ..  VVliitcliall.   28th   Oct      1862 

My  Loni.-I  ara  to  ...-nUy  t,>  you  the  Q„c,-a\s  \am,u^nd<  'tint  the 
cxcpitum  of  ;he  .scnterKo  .,f  death  pn-^.-d  urK,n  Je.sie  M'ln  s  ,  r 
M  Lavhbn.  now  m  Cla.sgow  Jail,  he  re.spite.i  Ltd  tanher  «ij  i  ;„"' 
of   Her  Majes  y.«   pha.snre.       I   have  the  honour   to   l,e,   ,nv    ,,  fr 

J'lrd.-liifi  s  (il,..,lieiit  .servant,  • -.      '      ■>'"^ 

Tlie   U>i(i   I'rnvost   of   (da.^Kow.  ^''   '-"^'''^ 

Mrs.    M-Lachh.n    was   iT,formed    !,v   the    I,.,rd   T'rovost     in    the 
eondemne,]   cell   in    the   North  Prison,    shortly  before  midniH.t 
*  lat  a   n  prune  i,ad   l.eon  granted.        "  Will  there  he  nartldn.' 
Wone  on  Saturday,   then/-   she  asked,   and   it  was  explained  to 
iier  that  the  execution  would  not  tak,  place. 

llov.ever  grateful  this  act.  whetiier  .,f  mercy  or  (,f  justice,  mav 
have  been  to  the  convict  and  her  supimrters,  it  was  hitte.lv 
resented,  by  the  ll^ro/J.  Th.  editors  of  that  paf.er  an,l  of  the 
Afonn,!,/  ./o,/r//,,/(„h!i,juely  referr.'d  to  by  the  former  as  '■  the 
woman's  orn-an  '■)  were  upon  te.ms  reminiscent  of  the  mutual 
■  elations  of  .Mr.  Pott  and  Mr.  Slnrk  and  the  editorial  amenities 
ol  hatansAvdl.  Tho  Mnriun,/  Journal  ha.l  abused  biah  judge 
and  jury  with  amazing  virulence  ;  the  Hvrald,  though  employing 
less  picturesque  inventive,  had  been  erjually  revere  upon  such  as 
dared  to  question  the  soundness  of  the  verdict.  The  "  Organ  " 
hailed  the  respite  a8  a  personal  triumph;  the  Uimhl  l)eivailed 


if 
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it  as  a  public  ralarnitv.'  The  discussi.,!!  was  by  no  iiu'aii-  er.n 
fin.Ml  to  the  hn-A  I'n-s  ;  \hv  ucwspaiiers  throu-jbout  the  c.unt.y 
{,n,,,oun.lr.l  m  Iradin^  aiti.K's  oi.nu..ns  no  less  vi^'oous  tbali 
vaiir.l.  v.liile  ai.aivlouiii'r  their  (•(.rresi.oudence  columns  to  the 
amateur  I.iv.v.r  aiM  tleteetive.  A  notable  e(,nt  ril)U!  ion  to  th.' 
controveisv  \vas  the  len-thy  an.l  il!o-ieal  Utter  of  ■■  Inquirer." 
publishe.l  in  '.lie  Sn,tsnu,„  en  tla  nio!  ninj,'  of  the  ivpnevr  ;.u.l 
lionouro,!  bv  a  ivpiint  in  the  Tim^s  (llh  November.  IS";-).  ,h,. 
writ.r  of  ^vhieh  vms  the  ibm.  Mrs.  Norton.  The  mcnvs  ol  this 
rt-lebrated  la.iy  were  in  c^loser  accord  uith  tlu.>e  of  the  Jfrrnid 
than  with  the  facts  of  the  case.  _    _ 

On  the  niorninL'  of  Saturdav.  ,-'th  N.venibrr.  Mr.  Stirlin-, 
the  Coverner  ol  the  North  I'lison.  ^vr,^ycd  the  Iollo\\mg  com- 
mtmication  from  the  Crown  aj.'eut  ;  — 

Crnv.n  OfTiie. 
LJiiibnrL'h.  6th   Nuv.,  1862. 

Sir -I  beg  to  inform  vou  that  I  have  reroived  Her  Majo.^tyV  < -..^ 
ditionn!  pardon  in  favour- of  Je.^sio  ^I'l''^'^-'^"^^''^^'^'']";  "''"  "[.tfj,! 
a  Ju..ti.  aw  Court  liohien  at  (:la.s..'ow  ,n  September.  1862,  ennvicte 
of  nurder  and  .^enteiued  to  death  fur  the  same,  pard.r.mg  the  M. 
Jes^o  M'lntosh  or  M'Laclda.i  of  the  .«aid  erime,  and  sont.nre  pa.«.-^ed 
upon  h.V  for  the  .ame,  open  eon-lition  of  her  being  kept  m  penal 
8prvitud.>  for  the  term  of  her  natural  life.  ,-.•       ,  „„,j„„ 

{  Live  tli-refore  to  re.piesl  that  you  ultimate  .Micli  .onditional  pardon 
to  the  .«aid  Jessie  M'Intosh  or  Ni'Lachlan.  and  acknowledge  receipt  of 
the  ielttr.— I  am.  mv.  vour  most  obedient  serwat.  .        ,  ■. 

"  AsnREW  Mranw.  Crown  .Vijent.^ 

1  "  Tii,il  by  jur^-.  the  palladium  of  Briti.-h  hlxnty,  hn.s  been  .sub- 
verted. The  nnreasonintJ  pub!ie  have  beea  t.nudit  that,  if  ""^y  0'''y 
crv  l.md  enough,  tliey  can  .Miat.'h  a  convi.trd  •  airdere.-  out  of  th« 
hands  ',H  th  nf  the  Hi-h  Court  of  Ju-sticiaiy  and  ot  the  Hntisn  3-.xeeutive^ 
Thcv  or  Oieir  oritans.  have  denounce  1  the  jud«e  as  a  liard-hoarteri 
wretch  and  bloodthirsty  ofTucr  of  the  law  :  they  have  sticmatiscd  the 
iurv  a«  Idiot-  or  ."avaaes  :  thev  have  yelled  exec.ation.-;  into  the  phw^e.s 
of  bu-sines..  of  these  ^entlenuM.  ;  aiul  they  have  curbed  them  on  the 
^tr.'ol-  and  .-pat  upon  them  in  pid.lic  omnibn-^'s.  ~(,lr-„o:v  ll.ralil. 
30th   O.tol.rr.    18C2.  . 

■- Th"  followini'  is  a  tran.'-'ation  of  the  orii;inal  I..;tin  text  ol  tlie 
remission  ;-Viet<uia.  bv  the  Crace  of  God  Queen  of  tJreal  Britain, 
Defender  of  the  Faith.'  To  all  lic^'c  n,en  to  whom  mir  present  letters 
shall  r.  me  t'ltH'tint!.  \Vhere.a,=  Je«.sie  M'Inlo.«h  <'r  M'La-blan  was.  ,at  a 
Circuit  Court  of  .Tu.sliciarv.  held  at  C.las^ow  in  th,-  month  of  Septtmber, 
in  the  vear  of  our  Lord'  one  thou.'^and  eiu'hl  hundred  and  .sixty-two. 
oonvi,  tod  of  murder,  and  .'-entcnee  of  death  wa.s  pronounced  ai;ain.st  her 
for  the  .-^ame.  we,  in  loni^ideration  of  certain  circumstances  humbly 
repnstnted  to  us.  and  of  oar  Royal  prerogative,  i.roi>cr  nu)tive.  Royal 
clenc'i.-y.  and  i;ood  pleasure,  have  remitted,  indeinnitied.  and  ()av<loned, 
and  hv'  these  prc-^ents  remit,  iiuh'nmify.  .ind  pardon  tlie  .s  lid  .Jessie 
MTntn^li  .,!■  \rr,ailil.an  of  the  said  nime  and  sentencp  pronnunred 
against 


for    the    .'-ame.     under    condition     that    fhe     be     kept 


penal   servitude  tur  tl'o  term   ot   ner   natural  inc. 
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IiiiiiKili,i'"ly  I1J1I1I1  F'Tcipt  of  tills  l.'ttiT  tli"  riiivi'inor  pro- 
ccoili'l  til  thr  (MiMlriiiiR'il  ivll  a;iil  int iiuiiteil  to  tlio  eo!i\ict  her 
coiiilitiiiii:il  jianion.  She  i\'(.-eivud  tLu  iiius  uith  foinposiuc, 
hut  sh'Iii.mI  (lisap[)iiint(.Ml  at  the  ilet'ision.  "  Anil  I'm  t,io  bt 
kept  in  j;ill  a'  my  days  I  "  was  her  only  eoinnieiit.  <)ii  Tuesday 
11th  Noveniher,  she  was  removed  to  the  General  I'li-on  ol 
Perth,  there  to  undor^o  lirr  conimuted  sentence. 

Mr^  MLaelil, Ill's  ilissalisl'aei  ion  ',\'th  the  ri'ti  iinilia  i'oiiild 
by  the  Horn.'  Seeretary  was  siiared  by  ;dl  th  ,■  partie.  eoncerned  ; 
and  tlie  question  since  put,  not  unreasonably,  in  similar  circum- 
stances was  as];ed.  "  It"  the  wcnian  is  ^'uilty.  why  is  vlie  nor 
liantr"il ;  if  she  is  innocent,  why  is  she  sent  to  penal  ter^itudc 
for  life'"  Tlv-  anomalous  state  of  matters  wa.'  the  occasion 
of  man;.  weii:hly  .irlicles  in  the  Hiiti^h  I're.,-.  ad\  oc.i  inir  the 
desiraliiliiy  of  alio".iii^  accu '.ed  j-H.-rsons  to  trive,  "^ubject  to  cfoss- 
examin  ii  ion,  evidence  on  their  own  behalf,  and  tiic  neccsssity 
for  the  coiistiiution  of  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appt.tl — needful 
reforms  only  of  late  years  e'Vected  in  l\ii!.;!.iiid.  the  l.itier  of 
wiiicli  luis  nut  yet  been  extended   to  Scotland. "^      Tiie   ]    pul.ir 


WH  have  ordered  oar  sea!,  appointed  by  the  Treaty  of  Union  'o  he  kept 
and  iLsed  in  Scotland,  in  rooui  and  pl.i<_'e  of  the  Crcit  Seal  of  the  .<-ame, 
to  be  ai)pended  to  tlio.-^o  pre.=cnts.  At  our  Court  at  St.  Jan-.e.-i'.s  on 
the  5lli  d.iv  <jf  Movepibcr.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1852,  and  of  our 
roign  the  t'venty-sixtb.  By  .-iR'r.iture  of  our  Sovcieittn  Laiiy  the 
Queen  above  v.aiiten.  Written  to  the  seal,  and  reKii^ttned  the  .'ixth 
day  of  November.  16C2.  James  Hav  ^hu■kenzip.  Depute-Keeper  of  the 
Seal. 

I  The  unsati^jfa' tory  nature  .jf  tlie  vitiation  did  rot  e.'oape  the  notice 
ot  thnt  veteran  reforTor.  Lord  Brougham.  In  a  letter  addies.^ed  to 
Lord  li.idnor,  an  extr  „  from  .■  hieh  appeared  in  the  Lav'  Manizinc 
nnd  lifviev  (November,  1B62),  Lord  Rrougha-.i  said — "  Vou  have  lately 
i-een  a  si-andal  in  Scotlami  ;  the  agitation  ove;-  great  part  of  the  country 
on  tlie  .-i'lbje'.t  of  a  convietii.n  for  murder.  Petitions  for  pardon, 
numerously  figned.  are  sent,  up,  and  a  meeting  wa.'"  held  at  CUa-eijow. 
attended  by  tliou.<^and.s.  to  pa?s  re'^oliitioi.s  in  favour  of  such  an  applica- 
tion nominally,  but  really  anain.«l  Hie  h.-anied  judge  and  rtspectable  jury 
who  tried  the  indictment.  The  Home  Setietary,  in  wlio.so  department 
the  consideration  o(  jiueh  a  peti'  's,  happtii:-  to  be  a  lawyer;  but 
thi.s  is  a  mere  and  la-e  .accident.  His  two  predeL,;o.«ors  were  nob; 
and  I  do  not  recollect  an  in.etance  of  a  lawyer  in  practice  holding  that 
ofRce.  Ought  no*  this  and  all  such  cases  to  bo'  brought  aefore  the 
Department  of  .InsMce?  But  this  ca.se.  and  the  .scandal  of  the  agitation 
upon  it.  in  all  probabihty  never  Wwuld  have  arisen  had  the  attempt  I 
so  often  made  .succeeded,  to  extend  my  Evidence  .\ct  to  defendant's  in 
criminal  e;i.--ps.  on  th.eir  desiring  to  la-  examined,  and,  >(  course,  sub- 
jected to  the  .».iftiiig  of  cro.ss-rxamination.  It  i.s  piain  that  the  woman 
convicted  would  have  desired  to  be  examined,  and  her  sifted  test'iiiony 
would  either   have   led    to  an    a(  nnittal    or  confirmed    the    ve.dict;    in 
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(li-conto!it  iiillowinp  upon  the  dorision  of  the  Hr.nio  OfMce  funn'l 
vftit  in  a  mi'nmri.il  tn  tlie  Piiino  Miinstor.  cravinfr  Li'id  I'alnier- 
sti'H,  inftr  filiVi,  "  to  make  jiuhlio  the  cnusis  niid  the  (.'videiico 
whicli  havf  Ifd  to  the  ro<\ilt  of  the  jirisoiier's  relief  froin  tlie 
C.npita!  sojitfiice."  'I'hc  ineiiiolial,  wliich  had  a  jii'i'ia'iij'.eed 
"  Fleniinirite  "  flavour,  wr.s.  accordiiitr  to  the  JTirnld.  siL'iied  by 
l.'7n;i  citi/eii^  of  (JhisL'ow.  Its  receipt  was  formally  acknmv- 
ledLTed  hy  Lord  I'alriu  i  aon,  hut  we  hear  iiothiilL'  further  of  tlie 
matter. 

Meaiiishile  the  h'cr.al  ailvisei's  df  oi.i  FliMiiiri','.  .Messr'--.  Sinitli 
A-  Wriirht.  writers,  (ihisirnw.  had  tirii  been  (''sposcd  to  "let 
sItrpiiiL.'  do<r«  lie."  ( »ii  .'ijst  <ict<iher,  aft.'V  the  •jrantiiij:  of  the 
reprieve,  tliey  addrcs.^jed  to  Sir  (reoi-o-e  (Ircy.  oti  fiehalf  of  their 
venerable  client,  a  req'ics-'t  that  he  would  "  coniiiiunii  ate  liis 
opinion  tliat  tlie  deration  upon  the  sentenee  was  not  intended 
to  lead  til  thi'  inftTonee  rliat.  in  his  jiidirinent.  Ml'.  Fleinincr  w-.as 
olherwi-^e  than  iunoiTot  of  the  nimder.  The  lloitK'  Secretary, 
in  his  reply  "f  ith  .Noveinh-'r.  iiitiniaiid  that  he  "must  decline 
to  cxpiess  any  opinion  on  the  pnint."  0,i  tlie  7th  the  law 
atrents  wrote  ag'nin,  iirf.'iii<r  the  ncces.sjty  of  a  renewed  investipa- 
tior  to  prive  their  client  nil  opportunity  fif  testinp  "  the  trnth 
o!  any  statenioni  which  n>ay  have  been  made  at  the  late  ini|niry 
tendincr  to  criminate  him.  That  in(iu;iy  \va  <  pii\atr.  and.  Mr. 
Fleniing  was  not  icpresentrd  .it  it."'  Tliry  im--"  nhjccnil  to  the 
inference  drawn  liy  ihr  ('ulilir  finni  ihe  fact  th.it.  iu  thr  iirst 
I)  sjiiic  if  was  stated  that  there  would  be  no  commutation  uidess 
.Mrs  M'Lachlan's  statement  was  snbstanti.itoil.  The  answer  of 
tlie  Hour  Secretary  was  as  follows  :  — 

Wlnt.'h.ill.  14! h   November,  1862. 
n^ntU'nien. — I  am  diriM  ted  by  Secrrtuiy  »mi   (UiMye  (!rpy  to  iickiiow 
\n\\ie  the  roccijit  tif  your  letter  of  the  7th   iii.-.t..  in   which   vou  iei|U('st 
llait   Ik    uill    oicltM-  a  vnuwed   itivoKtiKiilion   in   leference  t.     the   recent 


1  The  interests  cif  old  Kleininji!  may  be  said  fi>  have  been  vafeiiiiarded 
in  f)  far  that  llic  rniciiialortioral  crosjipxatnined  all  witiie-'-i's  iiilduci'd 
by  Mr*.  .M'l-arlilan'c  ajjerit,  and  himi-elf  led  i-iich  prixif  as  he  thmniht 
I'l-oper  ill  »<ii|.|">it  iif  the  verdict.  The  rommiiwioner  h.id  liitimat'.>d 
that  he  could  not  tomprl  any  one  fo  attend  for  exaiiiiniition.  .vnd  would 
ta'...'  the  evidence  of  Ihope  who  cln,.«e  to  come;  h-it  Messn".  S'tiifh 
&.  Wriuht  did  not  appa>ent|y  cee  their  way  to  advice  their  rheiit  to 
ivvail  lii'iiM'lf  of  thiF  ;.:<'ii(ial  invitation,  l-'urlher,  ii*  w.ih  pointed  out 
by  the  Lord  .Advocate  in  Ihe  debate  in  the  Iloiuie  of  Coninionii  after- 
ni<>ntione<l.  the  nawtinn  was  otie  between  the  condemned  woman  and 
the  Prown  alone,  and  no  thiid  piirty  tiavinj?  an  interc.-t  in  hci  execution 
could  l>e  allowed  to  utep  in  between  her  and  Uie  Uoyul  prerojjativc. 
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munlpr  <if  Jespio  M'l'hf-rson  in  (;la.«i;ow.  in  order  that  Mi',  l-'leming 
may  be  idforfled  an  opportuinty  of  adducing  evid('n(<>  to  te-^l  tile  truth 
of  any  statempiits  which  miiy  liavc  been  made  at  tlif-  hite  inquiiv 
tendini,'  to  criminate  him.  i  am  to  iufnnn  you  in  re[>ly  that  Sir  Ceortjp 
(Iroy  in.slitutcd  the  in(|uiry  to  wliicli  you  ref^r  under  the  very  [leculiar 'ir- 
cuin.'^t.iiues  i,f  tlii.-;  ca.'^e.  in  order  to  lU'.sist  liini  in  d.'(  id'ui^  wheti.er 
t^iifficient  doubt  existed  a.s  t<j  tlie  chare  which  the  priponer.  Jessie 
.M'Lachlan.  had  in  the  conimi.s.«ion  of  tlie  crimp  to  justilv  a  fo.iniutation 
of  tlie  (apital  sentence.  Tiie  re.-ult  i-atisned  .Sir  ( ;ei,ri;(' CiVv  that  tlu-wliole 
fact.s  relatini;  to  the  i  lu-^e  had  not  lieen  submitti'd  to  thi>  jiivv  at  tlio 
trial,  and  that  suiricient  doubt  did  exist  on  the  jioi'it  wln.li"  1  have 
mentioned  to  jiistily  him  in  recommendini;  a  coniniuiiil  ion  <.i  tlio  k'Ii 
tence  to  per.al  >.T\itude  for  life.  Hut  the  icsult  of  the  incpiirv  wai" 
far  from  removnij:  all  unce,  .linty.  nor  lould  it  be  ju.stlv  held  to"  tix  a 
share  of  the  irnilt  on  any  other  pers<jn.  c.-peciallv  when  cm  h  peiMm 
wa.s  not  repre.^^ented  at  the  inquiry.  Witli  reference  t<.  vour  piesent 
rciupst.  It  IS  not  in  Sir  Ceorge  they's  power  to  direct  a  judicial  iiuniirv 
to  be  held  upon  the  jrmit  or  innocnce  if  anv  person  not  .  har^-ed  wiiii 
any(>(Tenc<..  especially  when,  its  in  the  prest-iit  Ciu^e.  acl()rdin^  to  what 
he  18  informed  is  the  law  of  Scotland,  the  pei.son  on  whose  behalf  vou 
make  the  request  havini;  been  examined  a.s  a  witness  in  a  criminal 
tiia  .  .ann.it  afterwards  be  subj.-cted  to  a  criminal  pio.sc  ution  in  ve-peot 
ol  th.'  matter  of  such  tii.il      I  a'li.  p^nllcmcii.  yoiir  obedi.'iit  .s<>rvant. 

M.'S..rs.  Smith  &  Wri-ht.  W  St .  Vi'uent  Slic,.|.  r;la...j..w.   '' 

<»ii  tlic  17tli  tho  aL'.'iits  rc-tiiiiicl  t.,  tlif  cli.iiL'o.  c.mi.lainiiip 
"''''  ""■  iii'iuiry  lia.l  ■■  liroii-lit  sii.,ii,l.,n  ,ui  the  iiithcrto 
|nil,Kiiii>hc.l  .liaractrr  ..f  Mr.  Fl, ■1,1111-  in  a  lo.iirKT  must 
iiijuri..us  to  liiinsflf  aii.l  liis  laiiiily,"'  aii.I  ivii.-a  iii;r  tlioir 
ilcliiaii.l  l..r  1\n'  [,iil,licali..ii  ..1  th.  cm, ici.ro  lak.ai  l.v  Mr.  V-„i,,g 
■^'"'  ''  .■il'p.'iii  •ii.iii  ..1' a  I!..;  ai  ( '.  .iiiinission.  Sir  ( Iforiri-  Cfuy 
ivfilicl  on  tliu  -i:;t  i)y  iclViiiriir  tlif  a^'c-iits  t..  liis  l.iui  1.1  thorn 
of  Jill'  14tli  a.s  111.'  only  answfi-  !ie  oiihl  ^rjv,-,  .m,]  the  ..,ire- 
Bjjontli'ia't'  tli.u  cl  .-(.]. 

Tlii,-*  inci.k'til  wa.s,  a.s  usual,  mtv  .lilT.T.'iitIv  tr.att.i  i.y  the 
j.arty  urpmN.  Tin-  "  M  Laiiilanii.'^  •  j..,in.als  j.ol.l  li,;,",  ,,M 
Flemine'a  ajjcnis  l,:i.l  l.y  i...  m.-.uis  iiii[.r.,vr.l  In.  |,..s,ii,,n  in 
liicitinL'  from  tlic  ilonio  Scrivtaiy  tlio  reasons  ul.i.l,  l..i  hini  I., 
loniumti.  til.,  .s.nii.n....  aii.i  ..xpHss,.,)  th,.  ..pin,..ii  (i,,,i  they 
woiiM  l.a\,.  i„,.n  iHii.r  .i.ivi.,.,1  t,.  l.'t  «,||  ai.-u.  .  'I'la. 
••  Fl.min^'itf  •'  i.ri's.s,  li.jwtver,  waxi-.i  cueclnif.'  wroth  a'  thf 
aspc.si,,,,  oLst  hy  .Sir  (Jn.rgc  Groy  upon  tl-eir  I>I.miu'1..ss  ,,rnf,>/r. 
Jiiid  unanimoiiKly  urpwl  the  old  penfleman  10  app.il  ui.t..  (  n  sar 
—us  re[,re.vn(e.l  liy  tiie  lli^j],  C.uirf  ,,f  I'ari;.i.n,.„t. 

Notiiini:   note\wirttiy    in   heard   of   this   nmsr   ,;/,/,re   until    the 

1  U.th    refer,  no   t.,  the   "  hitherto    unblrm.sh..,!    .hara.t,.r'-    of    old 

Hemins;,   s.-,.    Kx,.rpt.s  from  .Sv«M..n    \Im,,m.   1 ,   ,,f   .\,..l.Tston    United 

i'n>i.byt6r.fta  Church,   (ihw<«ow.     Ap,Hmd,x   IN      i3). 
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fiilknvin,::  year,  v.hni.  on  Friday,  'Jltb  April,  l.-^r,3,  in  the 
House  of  Conimon-i,  Y.v.  Stirling  of  Kcir,  member  for  Perthshire, 
nioved  for  co[iit'>!  of  the  Mvoceeiliiips  at  the  trial  of  Mrs. 
M'Laclilaii  au'l  of  the  oviiur.ee  taken  at  the  sul)sequent  j)'-ivato 
ilKluirv  lie'  i  at  Glasirow  bv  Mr.  Yoiiii<r,  then  Solicitor-General 
for  ^^colianil.  He  went  over  ia  detail  tlie  cireunistanees  of  the 
case,  anil  said  that  he  wished  to  learn  from  the  Home  Seeretary 
■what  was  the  prerogative  of  mercy  exercised  by  tlie  t'rown,  and 
to  what  it  extended:  whether  it  enabled  the  Crown  to  icmit 
the  jiendty  to  a  emniet,  or  infilled  the  Minister  of  the  (.'rovin 
at  |ilea>ure  to  con.stitute  a  l^ecret  tribunal  oi-  (durt  (.f  Criminal 
Appeal,  by  which  the  sentences  of  the  Supretue  (  ourts  of 
England  ami  Scotland  might  bo  revi.sed  and  loversed.  Mr. 
Stirling'  censnrod  the  course  taken  by  the  Home  Secretary  and 
the  manner  in  wliieh  the  private  inquiry  had  been  conducted, 
and  str.ted  tha;  the  Fleming  family  anxiously  desire.!  the  jml  Ic  i- 
tiou  of  the  evidence  on  which  the  Home  Seeretary  had  acted, 
as  a  belief  in  tlie  old  man"s  i:a:lt  seemed  to  be  im[i;ied  in  the 
action  of  the  authorities. 

Sir  George  Grey  said   thr.t.  after  a  minute  and  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  ca.se,  he  had  requested  tlie  Lord  Advocate  to 
direct  an  irqtiiry  to  be  made  Mito  the  truth  of  the  written  state- 
ment put  in  by  Mrs.   M'Lachlan.     In  some  respect.s  the  state- 
ment   wai    corroborated    l»y    the    subsequent     in<iuiry.        Tlie 
impression  left  on   his  iiind,    and  it    was  a  very  <kcided  one, 
was  that  there  wa.s  sufficient  doubt  as  to  the  share  taken  by 
Mrs.   ML,i.;iilan  in  the  crime  to  make  it  inexpedient  that  the 
capital  sentence  shouM  be  e.xeeuted;  and,  as  there  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  in  .Scothmd  upon  the  niatier,   lie  feli    he  would 
have  been  wanting  in  his  duty  if  lie  had  not   interposed   aid 
obtained  for  tiie  woman  the  merciful  prerogative  of  the  Cr..wn. 
At  the  same  time,   there  was  no  doubt,   according  to  her  own 
statement,  that  she  was  un  accessory  after  the  fact,   and  tie' 
punisliment  to  wliieh  she  was  now  consigned  was  that  which 
she  would  iiave  incurroil  as  ati  accessory  after  the  fact  if  slie 
iiad  bwn  tried  in  Kngland.     With  regard  to  the  eviden-e  taken 
by  Mr.  Young,  lie  had  no  objection  to  jiroduee  it,  but  he  was 
afraid  ii   wouhl  go  to  establish  a  prinedent    for  converting  the 
House  of  Commons  into  a  Court  of  Criminal  Ai>peal.      He  ha<l 
felt  in  this  e:'.se  that,  consistently  witli  his  duty,  he  could  not 
have  taken  -.ay  course  otlier  than  that   wiiieh  he  had  pmsued. 
.So  far  as  tiie  verdict  was  concerned,  lie  thougiit  the  jury,  upon 
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the  evidence  ten(lere<l  to  them,  coulil  liave  arrived  at  no  other 
conclusion;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  tliat  the  statement 
subsequently  rcaci  on  behalf  of  the  v.oman  was  not  pot  up  for 
the  oceasi(.ii.  Ijut  h.id  l»''n  [ireparel  at  least  six  weeks  before, 
lie  mijrhl  liavo  said,  like  Lord  Deas,  that  the  statement  was  a 
tissue  of  falsehoods,  and  refused  to  havu  it  investigated.  He 
found,  however,  that  there  were  m>n  of  hi^rh  principle,  posiuon, 
.and  intlurnee  in  Scotland  who  iravo  civdit  to  that  statement,  and 
that  tn.  ^reiieral  feeling  of  the  coninmnity  ivcjuired  its  investiga- 
tion. He  had  had  the  advantage  of  the  assistance  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  in  conducting  tlie  in<iuiry.  but  he  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  tliat  the  sok-  responsibility  of  ad'-ising 
the  (Vo„n  in  the  cxerc:.~e  of  the  Vy^yA  prerogative  rested  with 
him. 

.Mr.  Denman  asked  tiie  Lord  Advocate  if  it  was  true  that, 
acording  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  a  man  who  had  given  evidence 
in  a  criminal  case  could  not  be  tried  hitiisclf :'  if  that  was  really 
so.  he  thouglit  it  was  an  anomaly  wliich  ought  to  be  removed. 

■{"lie  Lord  Advocate-  said  his  .  jiiniuu  undoubtedly  was  that 
Fleming,  after  having  been  called  as  a  witness,  could  not 
have  been  tried.  It  was  usual  to  tell  a  man  who  was  likely 
to  be  tried  that  any  statement  lie  might  make  would  be  brought 
against  iiim  at  a  subseipieiit  period.  In  tiiis  ca.se  ho  believed 
tha.t  warning  was  not  given,  and  lii.s  opinion  was  that,  if 
Fleming  luul  been  put  ui)on  his  trial  and  the  objection  taken, 
he  would  not  have  been  tried.  Tiie  woman's  original  story  was 
so  j.alpably  false  that,  on  the  best  consideration  which  the 
late  Solicitor-Oei  eral  could  give  to  the  case,  it  was  resolved  to 
try  iier  and  to  take  Fleming  as  a  witness.  He  was  asked  to  aid 
the  Home  Secretary  in  the  investigation,  and  he  did  so.  It 
was  not  ills  habit  to  ititerfere  with  regard  to  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  Home  Secretary  in  such  cases  com- 
municated with  tlie  judge  who  tried  the  case.  The  uniform 
pr.ictice  wan  to  use  the  machinery  at  the  disposal  of  th-'  l.'id 
Advwate  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  investigations,   .md 


I  Two  interwting  nnrl  inctructive  artiden  upon  "  Privilege  o{  Crown 
WitiiNUiefl  "   uppearwl  with   n-(erence  to  tlii.i  point  in   the  Journal  of 

.liiri.-'iini'Iriire,    1863.    vol.    v.i..  231230.   434 'M.'',    wlicr«>in    tho   subject 
i-i  (•xhau.itively  troatoil  dikI  tl-f  \arioiiK  .iiithoritioo  rpvieweil. 

'.Inineo  Moncrciff.  aft<i  ward*  iiaron  Moncreiff  of  TiilHbolo.  and  I'ae 
(iii>lininii«li<Ml  L<ird  .luslice-Clerk  of  Scotland  to  which  oRicc  ho  was 
B|p|M>itilod  in  1869. 
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Ir-  thouuiit  tlKit  coin-M'  a  j.mpf.r  mw.  :\<  it  was  hotter  to  have  a 
responsible  atu  ■  to  ilo  tli^it  .iuty  thai,  any  itlicr  iKi";oii.  He 
ivlatcil  the  Ktate:iients  contained  in  the  doeument  read  on  behalf 
iif  Mis.  M'Laclilan  to  the  jiiilL'e  .il'tor  the  v.-nlii-t.  and  said  it 
was  unpossible.  \\hen  a  jiention  i.t  Inrtlier  investigation  w„s 
presented,  that  tlie  Efome  Secretary  coul<!  disrejrard  it.  Tlie 
statement  of  tlic  pri;..!  ,t  was  a  very  material  element  in  the 
case.  As  theie  appeared  to  he  SMUie  doulit  in  the  ease,  he 
tlioufrht  the  de.Msion  Cnally  arrived  .it  a  very  (.roper  ojie.  At 
the  same  time,  he  dnuhted  the  j.rojiriety  nf  discus.sinff  qne-tions 
"I  this  Tiatiire  m  the  llni-e  of  Coinmi.ns. 

Th.'  discusshui  was  cor:tinn.d  hy  .Mr.  Mnir.  Mr.  linehanan, 
Mr.  Dnrdop.  and  ".ord  ("land  Hamilton,  who  nrtred  the  produc- 
tion of  the  eMdelur,  The  Home  S.cretafy  said  that  he  would 
take^  tiiiK.'  to  consider  the  siihject.' 

On  iSth  May.  in  rcjily  to  Mr.  lilaekhiirn.  Sii  (ieor-e  tirey 
stated  that  the  papers  in  the  .\ILa,  Idan  ei-e  would  he'laid  <.ii 
tlie  t.ihle  next  day. 

<'n  1th  .liine.  Mr.  .^tiilinL'  moved  for  the  foUowai-  returns:  — 
Copies  of  the  lettei  :i,ldiessed  in  .Messrs.  Diion.'struchan  A 
Wilson,  a^-eiits  for  the  convict,  to  the  (;f,,^;/„ir  llfnihi.  (.rillted 
111  thiit  aii.l  othei  newspapers  on  I'lind  Sepiemher,  and  referred 
t^'  in  !li.  PKicurator-fiscal's  .etter  to  .Mr.  \Vil-o,i  of  .'lOth 
S.  i.lcmher;  the  letter  or  other  document  ;ulilres.^e<l  to  the 
Secretary  of  .State  for  the  Home  Department  hy  tiie  Lord 
I'rovo.st  of  Glasiiow  and  tlie  .'^iierilf  .>f  l,.>n.ukdiire  {<n  .\ic!iil.,dd 
Alison)  piayinjr  for  a  ^'eiieial  in\est  i^'ation,  and  r.  forred  to  hy 
the  .Sheriff;  the  letter  of  Dr.  Cvoiu'e  .Macleod  In  (he  riocurntor- 
liseal,  and  forwarded  to  tlie  Lord  Advocate,  read  before  Mr. 
Vounj,'  previous  (o  lo.  M^.ckod  ,  e.\.iininatioii  on  20lli  October; 
tlie  refiort  or  refwts  made  on  the  evidence  taken  at  the  iiLpiiry 
before  the  Siieriff  of  Lanarkshire.  Pi  .curator-fi.sc.il,  and  Mr. 
tH'orj.'e  Yotmjr  to  the  .Secretary  of  StnU-  for  the  ITome  IVpait- 
ment :  and  the  summing'  up  of  thr  evidence  taken  at  the  tiid 
by  I/orl  De.-js  and  his  remtirks  on  the  statciiieiil  of  the  con  ici 
in  passing'  sentence. 

^\r  (Jeorfe  Grey  stated  that  neitlui  (he  1,  ii,r  <,i  li,,  .i^r,  nts 
for  the  -  ri^oner  to  the  f.'/(i.i;/i>w  /fim/d  nor  that  of  In.  Mul.od 
was   in   his   i„,v<..,i<i,,|)    :it    the   fi th<-    return    was    niovi'.l    lor. 


1  A  full  rcfwirt  of  tliix  dphnt<>  will  ho  ff.iiTi  1  iti  the 
1863:  -..   m's.,  :^  //„,M,,,-,/    ,Nx  .  681-703. 
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Thu  f'lrmer  he  had  iiovlt  swii— the  latter  hv  hu.l  only  iiKjuiied 
for  in  const, lut'iiLu  of  the  notice  oi  the  hunouiul/lc  member. 
The  letter  of  i)r.  Macleod  was  a  [nivate  letter  to  the  I'rociiiator- 
liscal,  which  he  was  willinL'  to  show  to  Mr.  Stirling,  hut  it  wa.s 
i-Gt  muteri:d  or  imj.oitant  enoufrh  to  be  niaile  the  subject  of 
a.  separate  retuii,.  He  -.bjecte.!  to  [.roduce  the  reports  of  the 
.Sherilf  of  Lanarkshire  and  Mr.  Young.  Thev  were  mere 
opinions  written  i?i  accor(la!;<;e  with  the  -eueiaf  rule  Joi-  tie' 
iiiiorin,:liou  of  tlie  Seerelary  of  .State.  He  wab  not  in  possession 
of  the  summing  up  of  Lord  Deas.  and  could  only  produce  the 
rejiort  in  the  newspapers,  for  the  a.viira.'v  ,,f  uhieh  he  could 
not  voiich.  On  the  uliole,  if  Mr.  SiirliuL'  was  willing  to  take 
tlie  letter  by  the  Sheritf  of  I,.,narkshire  and  tlie  Loji?  Provost 
of  (llasgow  he  had  no  objection  to  ]ir(idi!ee  it. 
^^  -Mr.  SrirlinL'  sai'!  Im-  \^nuld  lii.iif  liis  motion  to  that  letter. > 
'I'he  motion  was  then  .igreod  to. 

With  reference  to  the  reports  above  referred  to,  Sir  Archibald 
Ali-.iin  state;; — 

I    wrote   with    Rroat   care   a    long    memorial  on    tlio   cnfo     hntli    is   't 
v,/rT   "".^    '"    ''^•i''*'"'^P    •''«'  *''<>   »rin!.   nnd    n.<.    it    wa.    mmlififd    h'v 
what   liad   .suhse-iuiMitly    appeare.i   hplore    the    FJeval    Co.Miais.sion  \'. 

1  had  b.-eome  cuavui.  cd  of  the  w.. man's  innorerue  of  tlie  niurdpr  iiiv 
TTZ  ,  I'^'^'ri  "••"  •■"""  •;•■  ""  .lahorate  T'L-ading  in  her  favour, 
1  yave  ,t  to  .Mr.  Nouru^.  and  he  .«ent  it.  with  hi.s  report,  to  the  Home 
Secretary.  It  wa*  not  without  it.,  effect :  for  whca  the  ai^ent^  r 
he  pr,«,ner  went  to  A  r.  Waddinutnii,  ()„.  dii.f  under-seeretarv  i^  the 
(  rn„na  Department  ...  Ilie  Ho.ne  Office.  an,\  a  mo.st  ahh-  m,  "  ,, 
enforce  the  woman  «  -a^e  he  said-"(;ent!emen.  you  need  .av  nothnm 
I     liaNc    read     Nr    .An  h.l.a'd  V    .nemorial  :     it    i^  nnanswe.ahl,  Tit. 

prisoner  wa.«  nn   -.c'loental  and  constraine.l  witne^.s  of  the   mnr.Jcr      , 
not   a,j  a.torin  .t.       .She  urn   never   be  ha.i.e.)  ;   Imt  ar.«he  ro  a  ea  e 
a..d  adoptee  .t    fho  m„«t  h..  sevccly  punished."       .She  wa^    uvo    I ut^lv 

fe.v.tn.h.  for  life  for  her  aeres.s.on  to  the   miuder  after  the  f.et      t'l.w 

^  «h,ch   I   Iwk  back  w.th  more  ple.i^ure   than   the  haia!  I  had   in    .er 

Srtr  ■■;■;*','  ?"r".,";„s'  ij-jr  ,'i;r:,r"- '  -'" 


What  w.nR  the  puri^ort  nf  the  Cihwti   Tot 


"iinnssinnfr's   report 
we  ha.o  no  moans  of  judginir  further  than  the  bift  th; 
followed  bv  n  comnmtntinn  of  the  y.risoner's  sentenc. 
Iho  jmpcra  moved  for  hnvinp  been  .hih 


priiiti 


lat    It   w:\R 
Mr.   S'lrlinjr, 


1  A  copy  of  the  htlrr  refer.o.l  to  will  be  found  in  Ap,..adix  H 
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on  L'Gth  June,  in  a  speech  of  consiileiahle  lenptli.  called  atten- 
tion to  tlie  M'i^aejilan  jase,  ami  eoniplaiiic'  that  the  cuiirse 
jiuisiRil  liy  (l()\-e;  nn.riit  hail  luen  nii';t  unjust  to  Mr.  Mcniinjj; 
ami  iii-i  Liinily.  Mi.  Ininioj,  tntureii  into  a  hisfoi'v  ot  the 
case  with  a  view  of  pio\inir  tiiat  there  iiail  heen  a  niiscai  riafro 
of  justice,  and  tii.ii  lleiuin^r.  instead  o:'  .Mi-.  M'h,,ilil,;n,  oa^rht 
to  liave  been  ti-ied. 

The  I.oid  Advocate  del'cndeil  the  course  whiih  (loviinnient 
had  taken,  and  contended  ihat  it  was  contrary  to  (he  law  uf 
.•^^rotl.iiid  io  ;'lace  u  Person  on  his  trial  who  liad  <.'iven  evuinnf 
in  a  Court  of  jii.stice  upon  a  case  in  which  he  was  sujiposed  to 
he  an  accomplice.  'I'he  case  was  ori^'inally  con.<?i(leied  veiv 
maturely  hy  a  very  comjietent  authority,  the  late  Soliritor- 
Gcneral.'  Whatever  reniarkahle  fi  atures  there  niijrht  in  in 
the  eviilence  of  FleTninir.  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  the  woman 
M'Lachlan  was  co^'Tu'saut  »  the  events  of  that  ni«rht,  and  she 
had  then  made  no  statement  criminating,'  any  one  else.  There- 
fore the  Solicitoi-(!eneral  had  declined  to  put  Flenn'np  at  the 
bar.  The  Secretarj-  of  State  had  not  saii!  that  the  prisoner 
•■.va.s  innocent  or  that  Fleming  was  guilty  :  he  siniplv  siiid  that 
in  the  doul)t  and  mystery  which  attended  this  case  it  was  better 
not  to  break  into  the  house  of  life,  but  to  conmiute  the  sentence 
to  thf  next  highest  jiunishment,  and  leave  it  to  time  t<'  unravel 
a  mystery  which  ail  his  care  and  jiatience  had  not  enabled  hin; 
to  unveil. 

Sir  (Jeorge  (Jrey  also  justified  the  course  taken  In-  tlie 
Govirnment,  and  said  he  had  intended  no  disrespect  to  Lord 
Deas  or  to  the  Lord  .lustice-Clerk  in  ii  stitutinir  the  late 
inquiry.  He  belie\(Ml  th.it  the  evidence  given  at  the  trial 
fu^'v  warranted  the  verdict  of  the  jury.  Mr.  Sergeant  PiL'<jot 
«.. .rested  that  if  capital  punishment  were  to  be  continued  there 
ought  to  bo  establishc'l  a  mode  by  which  an  appeal  mipht  lie 
nia<le  to  a  properly  constitute<l  tribunal.  .\fter  some  remarks 
by  Mr.  Blackburn.  Mr.  .Muir  expressed  a  stronrr  opinion  'hat 
there  was  nothing  in  Scots  law  to  have  firevented  Fleming'  fr(  ni 
biing  tried,  notwithstandinir  that  he  h;id  given  evidence  in  the 
case.       The  subject  then  dropped. - 

Meanwhile  the  M'Lachlan   papers — the   "  Se.iled    Hook  "   of 


'  EHwnrd  Krancie  M.iitlanfl.  rnised  fo  the  hpnoh  in  1862  ns  Ixird 
Bnrcaplo.  wln'ti  Jin  wnii  Fiicii'fHhd  h."-  Snli.'itorOcnprnl  hy  Mr.    Y'HI'il'. 

'  A  fi.ll  rrpml  of  this  debate  will  be  foi  nd  in  the  Times,  27th  June 
ISfi."^:  i^pc  Mko  3  Ilnn'nTtl,  clxxi..  15311560.  ' 
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tin-  !I<m;d^\r.A  at  kTi-tli  L.-ii  t-'ivtu  to  an  un^',  .toful  uoil.l 
which,   ju'l<rinrr  fnu,i   its  oj.inioi,   as    i^.i-rscniol    l,v   xhv    I\-es/ 
"•as   <t!!l  ,!is^ali.ti.,!.l        Trm..  tl,.   M,.rnu,^  Junrnal^  arul  such 
ncu.pai„.,s    as    sha'v.l    the    views    of    "the    %vomanVs    or.r.,i.,-> 
claiined     that     the     additional     evidence     corrohonitcl  "m,s 
M-L:,c},lurs    Rtatc:nent    so    far    as    Mas,    in    the    circninstances 
possihk'.     and     that      its      auih-ntieity      was      therebv      "most 
thornn^dily    cstahlislied  "  :    In.t    the   H<  rahl    an.!    its    follo^'cs 
.lcs:e,ihcd    tlic    in.iuir;     as    "  unprofitn.hle."    and    the    evidence 
which   It  ,>ioduce.l    "woithlcss   ni).hish,-   contradictorv    rather 
than  confnniative  oi  that  famous  do-ument.       To  this  party  the 
statement    remained    "an    aitfr.I    I'ahnVation,    i.iomiilsj.Ued    bv 
a   murderess  when  in  si^'ht  of  Ih.*  tribhet." 

Whethe,.  or  not  such  be  in  fact  ihe  case,  the  evidence  cer- 
tainly throws  upon  this  dark  matter  some  fresh  light,  to  ^-hich 
we  may  now  very  briefly  refer.  As,  accordimr  to  tlie  Com- 
xniss.oncr,  "there  was  no  attempt  .1  onler  or  arrangement  in 
jikmg  the  evidence,-  we  shall  here  eonsi.lor  it  in  relation  to 
tiie  various  parts  of  the  case  upon  wldeh  it  bears. 

Messrs.  Dixon,  Stia.chan.  and  V.  ilson  were  examined  at 
great  length  regarding  the  time  when  and  the  manner  an.i  cir- 
eun.stanccs  in  whi-h  the  prisoner's  statement  had  firs^  been 
made.  'Ihcy  stated  that  they  ha.l  not  then  seen  any  of  the 
Crown  witnesses  except  those  at  Hamilton,  an.I  knew"  nothing 
of  t„e  m.lkboy  inci.lent  until  they  heard  i,  from  the  woman 
herself.  It  was  in  consequence  of  her  statement  that  the  bov 
was  searclied  for  and  precogno  ,-e<l.  The  Avhole  of  the  addi- 
tional detail.,  were  written  upon  the  notes  before  thesa  were 
tak.  n  |„  Edinburgh  for  con.5ultation  with  Mr.  Clark  before  the 
trial.  The-  testimony  of  the  agents  was  supported  bv  ihat  of 
Afr.  \\ils,,n-s  clerk.  Mr.  Brand  (afterwards  .Sir  Daviil  Hrm.l 
bheriil  of  Ayr),  and  Mr.  Conlon  .Smith,  both  of  whom  saw  the 
original  written  notes,  and  Mr.  Galbiaith.  ul,o  heard  their 
eontenls.       The  two  latter  gcnth  men  were  writers  in  Gh.s.r,,w 

But  the  ir,rnhl  was  still  sceptical.  .-,nd  in  a  le;.ding  .a'rticle 
(1st  .Tunc.  IPfi.-J)  more  thai.  Insinuated  ih,,;  ihese  six  professional 
mtn  were  not  telling  the  truth,  because  of  "discrepancies  •'  in 
their  ovi.knce  regarding  "the  outward  shape  and  form  which 
It  [the  statement]  a.ssumed  at  the  very  moment  of  its  birth."    Mr. 

1  Tlie  paper*  relating  fo  the  o.iso.  ordprp.I  t  v  the  IIoiiso  of  rnmmnn, 
to  be  printed,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  Ml.'  l-ommon. 
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Dixon,  however,  next  liay  wrotf  to  tl>e  etJitor  a  letter  containing 
a  complete  explanation  oi  the  ijifferent  expressions  used  by  the 
witnesses  in  dr.-ri  ihinL;  tlie  /i)ri/i  of  the  ori(;inal  notes.' 

Two  women  who  had  oee  ipied  the  same  cell  as  the  prisoner 
before  tlie  trial  depi'lied,  nifir  dlui,  to  the  effect  of  the  Hews 
of  oM  FleminL's  release  m]'Iiu  Mrs.  .M'l^aehlan,  and  to  ,>uiidry 
conversations  had  liv  them  wiiii  lier  while  in  [iiison.  Mr.  .John 
Fleminjr,  re-examined,  stated  ;iiat  in  the  open  wiiiLr  of  the 
sideboard.  Ui<i<.\  wideii  tiie  missiiiL''  plati,'  hail  lieiai  taken,  there 
were  a  solid  silver  teapot  ano  stand  aiid  cream  jnijr.  Tlie 
siijrar  basin  of  the  set  was  in  an  t>]ien  pre^s  m  the  pailour.  In 
the  same  pre<s  he  ke].t  wiiisky.  to  wiiiih  liolh  tlic  nld  man  and 
the  servant  had  acce.-s.  He  mi;.dit  have  remaikod  to  hi.s  isister, 
"How  (piiekly  that  bottle  iroe.>  down!  ''  For  some  vvars  his 
fathei'  had  not  iieen  in  tli"  habit  nf  i  isinix  til'  ai'ler  niiic.  exi'cpt 
on  Mcinday  mi;:  nin^.'S.  Witness  never  knew  of  any  frii  iid  slaying' 
all  niirht  with  tlie  deceased.  John  Flemintr,  junior,  was  also 
re-exaHiine(l.  ib  liiDUi/ht  tljat  the  servant  was  dead  so  soon  as 
his  Lrraudi'.ither  said  that  siie  had  "rut."  ".\d  ilia!  her  door 
was  locked.  He  could  not  behrve  she  would  ^o  away,  havin^^ 
been  so  hiiiir  with  the  funily.  There  were  two  silver  tea 
service.s  in  the  house  :  the  other  was  in  the  jiress  in  the  lobby. 

Rob.-rt  ."^tewart.  the  (.ccuiiiir  oi  No.  IG  Sandyford  I'lacc, 
next  Inoi-  lo  Ml.  Fleniiiifj;"s  house,  said  he  wiin  to  bed  on 
the  niL'lii  of  I  lie  in.rder  about  eleven  o'clock  and  fell  asleep 
at  once.  He  Was  .awakened  by  the  si'ieani  of  .1  hum.in  oire, 
wiiirh  !"■  coiiiecteii  in  hi-:  own  mind  with  Mr.  I'"h  miiiLr's  bouse. 
It  niiuhl  have  beet;  a  i|iiarter  of  an  hour,  but  \>.as  not  later 
than  two  hour.>  ai'ter  In.  had  falhai  asleep,  as  there  was  no 
lif;ht — it  was  as  dark  as  wh;ii  he  weiit  to  bed.  The  sun 
rose  at  .''.11  tjiat  niorninf.'.  Mary  M'Int\rc  said  that  on  the 
ni^rht   of   the   mtirdcr   she    was    leturninL'    to    N'o.    ^    .'^aixlvford 


1  ■'  I  took  with  nip,"  lie  wiiles,  "only  a  shcpl  of  ordiTiioy  blue  scroll 
p.iper,  t'.iiit  is,  two  leave**  fnlio.  whieli  I  felilcil  and  rcfulrjpil.  b(K>kwi.sp, 
into  eit'lit  leave*"  of  about  si.v  Indies  in  lonttth  and  (liiee  in  breadth  ; 
.ind  'II  tluit  folia  T  t«X)k  the  notes."  Mr.  Dixon  fiiillier  i-t.ited  that  in 
draftini;  and  ninking  iiote.i  he  habit iially  used  "  ;ai  nnnsnally  *iritall  and 
close,  yot  perfectly  clear  li-ind.  whiih  leaves  i-oom,  notwitli^tanding.  for 
iiitc'  (■■iiiiiiis  and  idtcrations."  rind  (ffcTi'il  to  in'odiue  drafts  prepared 
by  him  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  "  cont.iinintt  over  ACKX)  wurd? 
jier  yli  1  •  (if  siii  h  patier  a.s  I  used."  Tliis  'n  meet  the  llirnlil'x  iin- 
conoi.ilrd  dislielief  that  the  maffir  of  the  .statement  could  have  been 
contiiined   in  one  sheet  of  paper. 
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>ce   hy   Klderslie  Street,   shortly  after  el 
it  the  corner  of  the  iiiiek  Lme,  she 


e\'  II   o'clock,    wh 


en. 


Dykes    (I; 

at  tl 


Iter 


exaiiiiiicil)    talkiiir 


saw  Mrs.  Walker  and  Agnes 


■tl 


ii-r    near    a 
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le  s.iiuf  {\nw 


Sh 


into  the  1; 


inc 


Wl 


a  woman   in  a  i^rev  cloak  or  shaw 
si 


I'l 


en  slie  readied  tl 


ice  slie  ;.aw  tl 


ipeiiini;  into  .Saiidyford 


to  he  talkiii},' 


ol 


uvc  or  four  [.eoplc  standing,'  there,  who  appear 


A 


s  stie  ca 


nie  up  s\\v  h 
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len  oj.posite  .\o.  17  she  heard  "  a 
r  wailin-  noise,  just  like  the  moaning'  (,f  a  person  in  verv 
jzreat  distress."  ,S)„.  saw  that  the  two  windows  in  the  front 
area  wcie  lij.d,tcd.  Tjiere  was  no  litrht  in  the  iiouses  on  either 
Nide.  Mrs  Walker  said  that  the  .same  night  she  was  standing 
talking  to  .\gnes  Dykes  in  Klderslic  .^tieet  at  .ihont  a  quartet- 
p,;st  (Icven  when  she  aw  a  woman  in  n  grev  cloak  go  into  the 
lane  behind  Sandyfonl  Place.  .^he  saw "  ,a  secon.l  woman, 
whose  cloak  resembled  that  of  Marv  .Mlntvtv,  pass  a^  the 
same  time.  Witness  was  in  Mr.  Fleiniim/.s  house  on  .Mondav 
atternoon,  7rh  .Inly,  .ahont  five  o'clo-.k.  shortly  after  the  dis- 
covery of  the  nmrder.  Mr.  J,.hn  Fl  .ming  t.ild  her  that  the 
servant's  ladroom  door  h.id  In'cn  locked  inside,  and  from  that 
witness  under.stood  tliat  she  had  committed  suicide.  Witness 
also  narrated  a  convensation  then  ha.l  l,y  her  with  nU 
Heming   reg-rding    the     atlair.  Agnes     Dykc^s    corrol.orat,  d 

Mrs.  Ualker  as  to  .seeing  tiie  woni:ni  jj-o  into  the  lane.  Slie  ha.i 
heen  siiown  the  prisoner  in  the  North  Piison— "  I  then  thou-dit 
Mild  still  think  that  she  is  the  woman  referred  t,,."  Witness 
knew  th.  .lecea.sed  w..ll.  On  one  occasion,  a  month  l..-fore 
the  munler.  .1,-ssie  told  her  tli:,1  she  had  lent  ef  to  an  .,ld 
servant  of  >[r.  Flemi„L' ;  tint  si,.-  had  .-iske,!  it  hack  and  ".'ot 
the  height  of  ,.d,u.e  "  ;  |,„t  that  -die  ^^„s  goin^'  to  ask  it  aga'in, 
come  wh.it  would." 

Marearet.    Jessie,    and    Peterina    M'Lean-"the    three    jollv 
maidens"      „f     ,],,     //,,„;,/■,,     ,i.i,„,,    _,.,.•,      „,„.,.     ,„.„„;„^;^ 

marriage  part V  at  P,rn\  k  at  half-past  ihree  on  the  mnrnin.. 
of  .Saturday.  r,th  .Tuly.  P..,ssintr  through  Sandyford  J'lace  on 
l.eir  wav  heme  ahout  four  o'clock  their  attention  was  atf, acted 
l.y  the  singing  of  hirds  among  the  trees  in  front  of  the  1 
there.  Stopping  to  listen,  thev  ol)s(-rve.l  a  li.d 
I"  t''%^^-f  of  '!"•  <lo..r  of  No.  17.  and  ,|,;„nd:  three  open 
l.'ths  of  tlie  Venetian  l.hnd  they  saw  a  gasalier  Ird.ted  in  the 
/•■ 
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-nhv  ,,f  ,1„.  rnnn,.       They  won.lere,)  .In-  tl.e  ^as  ...  l„.rnin.^ 
at  thai  Inn,.  HI  ihc  indrniiitr.i  " 

D.m.M   M  (luarrie.  th.  niilkhoy.   ,-en.M  ,l,e  «rorv  of  lu,  .  el.- 
-at.-.    -^.11.       <'nSatunlavn,on.in,tl.e..hai„wasonth..Wr 
;''•■■''-;-;'-'  '^  -d  ol,!   Fl.nun,.  t,,,0.  oif  ,:.  chnin  .aC 
-  .r.n.,i   ilH.  ,1„.„,        Fl.n.inj,  .as  then   "  verv  well  -Ircsse,], 
-etter  iliai,    f  evtr  saw  him  dresse.!  bofoiv.-'     '  Ui,  eni-lover 
(^oorfre     ",„„n.    Ioolu.l    at   his   .atoh  af.vr   th,     1.,  11    ,,.,,;"; 
-swere.1,    a,„,   .,.1    that    it    .as  ji.t    ..entv    nn,,,.,.    ..;  ..i;;,: 
"  ''"'■'<•       ^^  i.n.ss  ha,l  never  rallo.!  so  late  as  eij^ht.       He  ealle,? 
:^:nu    „n    .he    Satunlay    afternoon,    and    on    the    Sundav    and 
Al  >n,lay  n.on.inors  at  the  usual  hour:  ,.,  all  ihese  occasion,  old 
I   -nn,.  o,,..n..,    ihe  door  and  said  he  required  no  n.ilk.      Ceorj^o 
Hton.    tne    inilkinan.    corroborated.         He    was    wif),    l,i.    cart 
•n   the  street,   and  did   not   see  who  opened    rl,,.  d.or.    hut    ho 
asked  the  l,ov  ,,t  tl,e  time  l,y  whom  the  milk  had  !.en  refused 
-"1  was  told  it  V  as  „ld  Hemin^.       Witness  ealh.)  a*  the  hous^ 
«|ra.n    on    the    .^aturdav    afte-noon    and    on    the    Sundav    .nnd 
Mondav  morn,nf..s.        On   each   oe.asion    the  hov  told   hin,   that 
old  Flemin-  .answered  the  door  and  refuse.l  the  milk       Witn.  s, 
thoueht  this  stran;?e. 

Marv  Rn.uu.    .^ivl   of  sixteen,   deponed  that  she  w.>s  ,K-ca- 
sionally  ,.n,,lnved   l,v  .Tes^ie   M'I'herson   to  wash  the  steps  ..nd 
to  ^o  -Tands.      ..he  called  at  Fleming's  house  by  appointment 
o    tie  deceased  ..n  the  Saturday  morning  about  nine  o'clock 
Old    M..mm5r  opened   the  door  upon   the  chain.      He   adnntte<l 
her.   r.Mha,n,.l  the  .loor.  and  a.sked  her  to  wash  a  portion  of 
the  upper  hall  Hoor,  jrivin-..  her  a  pail  of  water  and  a  piece  of 
fl.'nn..!  lor  that  purj,ose.     Fleminpr  was  dressed  in  l>lack  clothes 
and   had  on  a  "Sunday"  coat.     She  noticed  one  footmark   iii 
the  hall  between  the  bedroom  .-oor  an,l  the  head  of  the  kitd.en 
^■nr.       I  he   mark    appeared  to   have  been   covered   with    soot 
the    w.ashiUL'   occupied    ten    minutes,    the   old    man    rem.ainin.. 
.eside  her  all  the  time:  when  she  ha.l  finished,  and  was  abou^ 
to   n-o  downstairs  to  empty  the  pail,   he  t„ld   her  to   leave   it 
^here  itjras.     Mary,  if  (as  t!,e  //.../,/  maintained)  n  juvenile 

1  When  and  by  whom  wa.'^  the  cbr.inu-rooni  L'a«  lit  ■=      Ti 

<-UT.  r.t.Hl.  w,ts  ,„ore  „„n  „,„.,■  upMairs  in  the  roars.,  of  the  niKhV 
Ixxviu 


% 


I 


MICROCOPY    RESOLUTION    TEST    CHART 

ANSI  ond  ISO  TEST  CHART  No    2 


1.0 


I.I 


lim  12.8 
■  so    *^~ 

1:  u° 


IIIM 

2.0 
1.8 


1.25 

1.4 

1  - 

1.6 


/APPLIED  irvMGE     Inc 


^ 


Introduction. 


Sapi'lnr.i.  v.as  iit  least  an  aiti>t  in  fiction,  for  she  concludes 
with  this  realistic  touch— "  He  catchcil  a  frrip  nf  mo  by  the 
hand  and  put  his  hand  on  my  waist,  and  said  1  was  a  nice 
girl."  He  then  dismissed  hn  .  with  a  nxpcnci-  tur  her  tiouhle. 
Slie  told  her  mother  ahout  this  on  Wednesday,  IHli  July.l 
Mrs.  Brown,  mother  of  the  last  witness,  said  that  her  daufjfliter 
mentioned  tlie  matter  about  the  end  of  tlie  week  in  which  the 
murder  was  reported  in  tlie  newspap'.rs.  and  that  witness  had 
told    hL>r   to   say    nothin<j:   about   it,    lost    she    sliould    pet    into 

trouble. 

Charles  O'Neil,  the  architect  who  examined  and  pie|  ared 
jilans  of  the  lucita,  deponed,  with  reference  to  the  bl(Mjd  >tains 
in  tlie  bedroom  marked  i)  on  the  pl.ni,  that  fn.m  tlio  elongated 
spurts  or  sitiashes  of  blood  on  the  hearthstone,  dire<:ted  toward.s 
the  window  and  towards  the  wall,  outside  the  waslied  area  of 
tl»c  floor,  he  inferred  that  sometliin}^  h'avy  had  fallen  at  that 
place.  Thov  were  splashes  thrown  from  a  certain  point  in  one 
direction.  There  were  two  marks  of  blood  -H  or  f  Inches  K»iuare 
inside  a  press  door  in  the  lobby  at  the  top  ol  U  ■;  door,  the 
lieijrht  of  which  was  G  feet  9  inches.  They  were  not  fin<j-er 
marks,  but  appeared  to  have  been  made  by  u  Idoody  cloth. 
The  door  opened  outw.ml-  to  iho  passage. 

The  three  Crown  doctors  wore  re-examined  with  reference 
to  their  opinion  as  to  whether  Mrs.  Ml.aehlan's  statement  was 
contradicted  by  all  or  any  of  the  ajipearanccs  presented  by 
the  body  or  the  premi.ses  as  seen  and  examined  by  them. 

Dr.  Fleming  said  that  lie  tliought  the  wounds  upon  the  face 
had  been  inflicted  when  the  deceased  was  lying  on  hi  1.im  U. 
It  was  possible,  but,  in  his  view,  improbable,  tliat  they  weie 
cause.!  while  .she  was  .standing  on  iier  feet.  The  improbability 
would  be  diminished  if  she  were  sitting  when  struck.  }v  other 
respects  the  statement  was,  so  far  as  he  couM  judge,  entirely 
consistent  with  what  he  had  observed.  The  appearances  from 
which,  in  the  joint  report,  it  was  inferred  th  n  there  had  been 
ii  struggle  in  the  kitchen  were  equally  accounted  for  by  the 
statement.  The  rej.ort  was  <lrawn  \ii)  by  his  colleague,  iJi. 
Mttcleod,  wlio  had  inserted  that  phrase. 


1  On  one  point  at  le«»t  Miwy  «eeminf{ly  lied  ;  the  stated  that  "  4t« 
wan  at  pronoiit  cTiiployod  in  (lalhriiith'ii  Cnlender.  in  St.  Vincent  Street." 
nnd  that  che  had  hecn  tlierc  for  about  nix  w^pk*.  The  Ihntld  piib- 
lixhed  It  romiiiuni.ation  from  that  firm  to  the  effect  that  "  there  wai«  no 
Fueh  perfon  employed  l>v  them  iiiidor  ihal  iiunic  at  that  time  or  previous 

to  it" 
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l)r    Watson  s:vi<l  ho  .„nsi,l,.,vcl  it  was  quite  po.sib.e  that  tho 
rounds  refenv.1  to  i.ul  L-u   inili-to,!  whUc  th.  ^^^^-^^^^^ 
the  vH-tim   ^vere  hoth    in   a   .tandn,^^  pus.tH.u.       t   .a.     >     ^ 
n.eans  necessa.v  that  the  deceased  ...  ly.n,  <,n    -•;-;- 
her  lace  up  at  tl,o  time.     The  wounds  would  prnl,aM>  t  1    .  i.d 
sum  her.     He  saw  no.hin.  to  indieatc  that  a  .tru,,h.  had    aker> 
place  in  the  kitchen.     The  statement  was  consistent  w,th  ah  the 
appearances  excepting  the  wounds  on  the  wnsts.    whuh   we.e 
.:,t  exphdned.     'Hiese.  for  suruieal  reasons,  he  was;;    opuuon 
eoul.l    not    have   ...en    inflict..!    with    the   cleave,-.       Ih-.y   we 
probal.U   n.ad..  ui,h  a  pocket  or  table  knue.     He  a  so  thou,dr^ 
fhat  tlu:  Wly  l.ad  been  d     -ed  from  the  kitchen  to  the  bedr,.om 

'■  iCMarl-Kl  was  the  next  witness,  but  before  his  examination 
be^an  'a  ktter  written  by  him  to  Mr.  (kmmel.  the  I'rocuralor- 
fiscil  was  rea.l  The  first  question  put  by  the  Commissioner 
has  reference  to  a  conjecture  by  Dr.  Macleod  rc,ard.n,  the 
blood  stait.s  on  tl>e  insi<le  of  the  p.e.s  .loor,  ^^hK•h  it  is  evident 
he  hud  .uL'L'ested  Uy  the  I'is.'al  «ere  marks  of  bloody  hngers. 
Witness  now  said  H  was  ^c^y  difficult  to  make  out  whether 
they  were  f.nper  n.arks  .r  the  mark  of  a  cloth.  He  a.bn.tteu 
that  the  experts  who  exaniined  the  marks  sNcre  nut  a-ree. 
as  to  how  these  were  produc.l.  That  conjecture  was  one  of 
^■hkh  lie    was   not   disposed   to    take   any    account.-       It    was 

.     .         1        t  ..„.i    l-.v  firn  ilownwiuds.  with  the  head  tow.irds 
.The  »'«^y-;7;.,/",ii^ trvvirw    the  .loth!,,,  Uoin,  ..tlu-red 

table  ami  l'" J^  ^^^^  however,  in  the  urti.l.-  r,„  the  .as.,  .ontnbut^d 
feet  firct.  .'"•,;"*',.';,,,;,,,,;  J„urr,nl.  a^  before  nu-ntumed.  ob.-eives 
^y..^;':*'^.^r    ;^"  * ::  wntel';  o,:ini-.  to  be  expla,„ed   tin.     the  b-^y 

rV'^' In  thi  'wa;  .  e  m  'would  be  t-w.^d.  .be  window,  and  t.,e 
S,in«  movemenrwould  gather  up  the  clnthes  al>out  the  trunk, 

Thi,  i    tho  letter  move<l  for  by  Mr.  Stirling  on  4tb  -June    a.  be  ore 
narrlted.  which  Sir  OeorKe  Grey  declined  f.  pr.wluc  ,«.  ,...t  of  .uffi- „  nt 

'"Vvl^lir.,  ...  it  i.  remarkable  .hat  Dr.  M-'^^kJ  ^l-M  ^i;;;^: 
Wlow,n«   .tat'ment  in   the   a''-';-,^;;;'-; /i;;;;',t„    lobby  o,;::;.:    the 

rlivsc  v.'ilh  a  bloody  hand. 
bux 
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possible,  bat  he  thought  hl^Ay  improbable,  that  al    the  .ouna. 
Z  the  face  had  been  intlicted  upon  the  decea.ed  while  she  was 
in    an  erect  position.      If  the   first   blo«    had    i^'Ued   h.r     she 
would  then  be  in  a  horizontal  position,  and  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in   .....untinp  for  the  oth.-r  two.     ,\ny   inclination  of 
the  head  woald,  he  admitted,  ai?ert  th.   dinrtmn  ..f  the  wounds, 
and    the    extent    to    which    that    happenc.l    wouhl    remove    the 
difficultv.      He  was  .satisfied   from  the  app.'arance  ot   the  body 
that  it  had  been  d.rawn  l>,v  thr  hrad  NMih  the  face  ,lownwards, 
the  legs,  between  the  knees  an<l  the  toes,  beinj;  drag-ed  upon 
the  ground.     He  .still  liclieve.l  fmm  the  footmariis  seen  by  him 
on  the  lutchen  floor  that  there  ha-l  been  a  struggle;  there  w^as 
notiiini:  else  eontra.licto,-y  of  Mrs.  M  bachlan's  statement.     He 
thought  that   ,a   woman  who  ha<l   received  such  wounds  on  the 
i\,n.hca.l   .uui   nose  would  be  capable  of  engaging  in   a   severe 
strucrgle.      He  luid  no  theory  in  regard  to  tlie  washing  ot  the 
budv       It  was  inexplicable:  he  never  could  anount  for  it. 

I)r  Mathie  Hamilton  stated  that,  ulun  m  practice  m  N^uth 
■Xmeri.  a  between  l.^l-'G  and  1848,  he  had  seen  many  ca.es  of 
murder  and  assassination.  He  had  examine.1  the  head  ot  the 
deceased  in  a  st.ite  of  maceration  on  the  Monday  attc.  the 
trhd  (•-'•Jnd  September).  There  was  imthing  m  the  appearance 
of  the  incision  across  the  bridge  ..f  the  nose  to  indicate  that 
the  blow  had  not  been  given  vvh.le  the  deceased  was  standing. 
r„  tallv  .,f  .Mieh  a  blow  l,eing  impossible  was.   he  considered,  an 

"  Mr!  '  Mit<hell.  one  of  the  te.nnts  oi  the  Hridgegate  property 
,„  u.  .-ed  bv  ol  1  i'leinintr,  .K'puntKl  that  on  the  forenoon  ol  the 
Mondav  after  the  munier  (7tli  July)  Fleming  called  lor  the 
rent.  She  remarked  at  the  tmn-  lo  her  daughter.  '  Mr.  1  leming 
,s  very  raised  like  to-lay,  and  has  on  his  best  clothes.  He 
was  not  in  his  usual  state,  and  she  thought  something  must 
luvve  oecunt.l  to  agitate  him.  Klizabeth  Mitchell,  her  daughter. 
corroboraUxl.  Flemings  manner  was  very  agitated:  he  looked 
very  flushed,  more  flushed  than  he  was  "for  .rdmary.  an<l 
his'evcs  were  staring.'  '•  He  had  on  his  good  l>l:uk  <l..the8 
not  tiie  dothes  he  wore  for  ordinary  "  ;  he  usually  wore  a  black 
coat,   very   brown   with  the   wear,    a    long  tailed   cat;    il  was 


IThe  Ifrrnld  attributed  '•'«•«"  •"»''''i',^'^''''r^V^  ruJCninK 
hiF  hdlare  to  ohtaia  a  i..aympnl  fro,,,  Mr.-.  M,tchell.  H  f".  Hemmg 
must  have  be«n  luub.ly  Mweptiblo  for  a  c-.lle.tor  of  rent*. 
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'-huL-A  nnd  -ciLMsy-liKjkiuff  al"iut  th."  sleeves.  Daui"!  Patoii, 
clotlies  ik'aler.  Hridcre<rate,  nulI  ho  had  jiHid  his  rent  to 
Flemins?  on  M.m<l;iy.  7th  .luly.  Witness  observed  nntliing 
partieuhii-  ali.iut  either  hi^  elMthes  or  manner  that  day.  The 
statement  made  by  Reminfr  at  the  trial  as  to  seliinu'  a  biown 
coat  to  witness  was  not  true.  The  coat  ordinarily  worn  by 
Fleniin.i:-  alxait  the  time  ol  the  murder  was  a  biir.  luMvy.  blue 
beaver   .MKit.    louL^'r    than    a   shnotin-   jacket,    with   biLT   [.oekets 

at  the  sides.  1 

With  rel'erenee  U)  the  {.'eneral  eharattcrs  of  Mi,-.  MLa<hlan 
and  old  Fleming,  many  witnesses  were  examined.  Mrs.  Adams 
spoke  of  the  prisoner  as  a  weakly  woman,  often  in  troidjlc.  S!ie 
had  sailor  boarders,  who  sometimes  left  without  paying  lier. 
She  was  very  temperate,  and  her  "pawnin.!;  jinMlivities  '  (to 
adopt  the  llnald's  phrase)  were  tlue  to  her  nwessity.  not  to 
inU'iuperanee  or  extravagance.  Sarah  Adams  deponed  t..  the 
pris<mer'8  intima<y  with  .Jessie  M'Pherson,  and  her  friendly 
relati.-.ns  with  old  '  ■,  iniiiLr.  Witness  had  seen  Fleming  in  her 
house,  .uid  he.ird  the  i.ii-.mrr  address  him  famili.irly  as 
"(irandpa."  The  prisoner  was  often  ill  when  witness  wiis  with 
her:  her  b.id  iiealth  keiit  her  very  p'Kir.  Witness  left  her 
service  some  six  weeks  before  her  apprehension.  .lames 
M'Lachlaii.  husband  ..f  I'a'  pri-aier.  stated  that  he  "  bo.irded 
himself  on  the  shiis  and  '.rave  the  balame  of  his  wape.s, 
eicrhteen  shillings  a  week,  to  his  wife.  She  \\as  very  <lelicate. 
Mis.  Marsliall  and  Mrs.  Ciotworthy,  who  livt^l  in  the  same 
"land"'  as  t!ie  prisoner,  spoke  favonrablv  of  Mrs.  MLohhin 
as  a  very  mild,  gentle-temp<'red.  and  kindiv  wdiiiin:  nnther 
thriftlos.    exlr.i vagrant,    nor  ^'i\.'n    t<.   dnn's        lier    health    was 

bad. 

Mrs.  Smitli  ("f  ihe  '■  I  iniu'iatii'ii  "  ineidi;nt)  w,i.s  re-examined. 
She  i^nl•w  .lc.>.-ir  .M  I'herson  intimately.  Jessie  ami  .Mrs. 
Mi.iachlai'  wcir  very  all'ectionate,  almost  like  sisters.  Witness 
had  spoken  tu  .Kssie  about  the  money  wiiicli  the  prisoner  owed 
her;  but  Jessie  'said  never  to  hee<l,  as  she  [Mrs.  M  Lnchhin] 
had  been  at  pretit  expense  on  account  of  illness,  and  would 
pay  when  .she  jfot  better."     Witness  luul  »een  Fh  nmej'  twenty 


1  Neither  the  evidence  given  at  the  tri.il  nor  that  t.ikon  liy  the  Coiii- 
mLssioiHT  .saii|ilii'.'  aiiv  iiiforniiition  as  to  the  extent  of  Fleminj!^ 
wariirobe  btfore  iind  alter  the  murder.  Thi«  in  the  more  remarkable 
M  we  powess  a  complete  inventory  of  every  j>tit<h  of  clothing  beloti^- 
jnff  to  Mr.s.  M'Larhlan:  but  no  "doubt  the  autboritiep  wpio  F.iti.stiod 
upon  this,  ae  on  otbor  pcintB,  belore  Fieminge  iibcKitiuii. 
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times  in  the  shop  which  Jessie  formerly  kept   in  Hray  Rt-reet. 
Jessie  told  her  that  she  was  tonnente.l  hy  him,   .uul  coiihl  not 
get  (juit  of  him.      Josie   frequently  said   that    Fleming'   wanted 
to  marry  her.       •  She  seemed  to  feel  distrusted  towanlr'  him." 
Wilness'retold  how  she  met  Jessie  a  fortnight  before  tier  .leath. 
"  Sl.e    was    lookin'.'    very     ill:     1    never    saw    her    lonkincr    so 
melaneiioly,      I    said.    '  Jess,    what's   wronp?  '      ^he   said,    '  I'm 
no'  weel.      Vou  don't  know-  how  I  am  situated  :  I  live  a  miserahle 
life.     lie  [Fleminsr]  is  just  an  old  wn"<-h   and   an  old  detn-il.' 
I  said,  -Tell  me  the  lidit  way  of  the  story;  what  has  he  done 
to  ycu  /  '      She  said,  •  I  have  somethinqr  to  tell  you,  but  I  cannot 
tell  you  j'l-t  now  liciore  your  husband.        She  madr  lli.'  n-niark 
that  sh<    w.is  Will  enou^li  when   tiie  family  was  at   lioinc   and 
tliat  I:er  misery  liej^an  when  she  was  alone  with  him.      I  tlioULdit 
tliere  was  something  decidedly  wroniz  tVoUi   tlie  way  she  spoke 
that  day,  in  such  a  serious  kind  of  tone.  "     Jessie  promised  to 
call  and  tell  witness  on  Otii  July.     The  dead  seer.  t.   wi'  know 
was.  accordintr  to  Lord  Deas,  that  she  intended  to  emigrate. 

.\lrs.      MKinnou,     foster-sister     of     Jessie     M'Pherson,     re- 
examined. .lL[ioned  to  the  good  terms  upon  which  the  deceased 
was    witli    .Mr^.    M-Laeldan.         Wilness    saw    Jessie    four    weeks 
before   her  death.      She   then   said   her  heart   was   broken    with 
old  Fleming.      "She  styled  liiin  just  an  old  deevil,  an<l  said  if 
she  liad  that  six  months  put  in  slu-  would  n-t   put  m  another." 
Sho  disliked   him.   but  gave  no  other   reason   than   his   iiKiuisi- 
tiveness.      Witness  liad  seen  Fleiuhig  in  Jessie's  sli..[..   and  the 
decease.l   liad    remarked   that   "she  did   not    know    what    that 
Old  wretch  was  trailing  down  there  about."     Jessie  said,  when 
witness  last  saw  her,  that  .she  had  not  spent  her  watr--..      Witness 
was  the  only  person  Jessie  calhd  her  sis;,  r.     She  was  a  natural 
chil.l,  and  had  been  nur.sed  by  hei   (Mrs.   M  Kinnon's)  mother. 
Witness  never  stayed  all  night  with  Jessie  in  Sandyford  Place. 
«hc   liad  read  Fleming's  evidence  at  the   trial.        Me   had   no 
reason  whatever  to  stippose  that  she  was  with  Jessie  that  night. 
He  had  never  seen  her  in  tlie  house  but  once.l 

Ann  M'Intosh.  sister  of  the  prisoner,  said  that  Mrs.  M'Lachlan 
had  never  been  well  since  the  birth  of  her  chihl.  She  sutiere<l 
from  palpitation.  Witu,..  1,  el  bve.l  with  her  for  eight  months 
l„iMr  lo  N'.iveiuber  l.isi,  when   -he  ueiit  to  Service  in  KdiubuiL'h. 


I  FlemiiiK,  it  will  be  recalled,  had  stated,  in  explauutiiwi  of  the  criea 
heard  bv  him  in  the  night,  "  I  thought  «he  [Jcsfiel  had  Kot  ^..lcebo.ly 
in  to  stay  with  her.  There  wao  .a  woman  she  ca  d  a  ingtcr  o  Hero. 
Shf  "i-'inio  ["Dthovcnj  to  be  in  hc-f  room." 
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?>hf  IkkI  seen  old  McininL'  six  times  in  Iilt  sister's  limiso.  On 
one  (jL'casiiiii  he  jiski  il  witness  tn  <in  as  hniisemaiil  ti.  Sandvford 
Place.  Jessie  M'i'hersoii  visiteil  the  jirisdiier  every  secoiid 
SattmJav.  Witness  last  saw  Jessie  on  Itth  November.  She 
then  saiil  cl'  FlemiiiLT,  "The  old  ilevil  !  My  heart  is  near 
broken  with  him." 

Kli/alieth  llalliday  <leiione(l  that  she  liad  been  a  I'ellow-servant 
oi'  the  deceased  with  the  Fleming  family  two  years  before.  She 
described  the  old  man  as  very  in(iuisitive  and  l'ainili:ir  iu  his 
relations  with  the  servants.  When  witness,  Jessie,  and  Fleming 
were  at  the  honse  m  lUnioon,  shoitly  before  Jessie  left,  she 
sjioke  of  tlie  old  man  as  ■■  a  nasty  body,  or  a  dirty  body,"  by 
which  witness  understo,,,!  lie  had  been  bcliaving  indecently  to 
her.  She  was  jilainly  disgusted  with  his  attention>.  Witness 
was  siirpi-ived   when  she  went   back   lo  service  there. 

Kighl  other  women  servants,   within   recent  years  in  liie  em- 

ime   less  (as 


Fh  iiiin 


were  exainnieu 


[ikivment  of   Mr.  .hJm 
L,,rd  Deas  remarked  of  th,K,e  at   the  trial),   some  of  them  more 
attractive.      One.  iiresiimablv  belonging  to  the  former  category,^ 
wiio  L'ave  her  age  as  tifty-tive,   was  emijiiatic  in  her  denial   of 
any  improliriety  in  Fleming's  conduct.      All  of  them  describe.! 
his  behaviour  towards  the  female  domestics  as  irreproachable. 
The   fact   of   the   ol.i   m.i;.s   abnormal    inquisitiveness,    of   which 
we  have  he.ird,    vvas   furl  her  established,    and  the  new   circum- 
stance came  <mt  that  he  was  occasionally  "  tipsy."      11  is  general 
dem.'anour  seems  to  haxe  been  fannliar  ai,d  homely,   and   one 
lady,  whose  age  is  not  stated,  described  it  as  patern.d.     Anotlier 
deponed   that  Fleming   was  cont.inuallv   speaking  ahout   Jessu' : 
'■  Jess,  Jc-.  was  n.  ver  out  of  his  mouth."      If  anything  unusual 
occurred   in   the   house   he   was    "awfu'    liuiuisitive    an.l    anxious 
about  it."     A  third.   Martha   M-Intyre,   re-exiimine.l,  said   that 
Fleming  often   spoke  to   her  and  Jessie  about  getting  married. 
When   the   ..ther   members   of    the   family   were   at    Dunoon   he 
took  his  toddy  nightly  in  the  kitchen  and  gave 

a  share. 

James   Thomson,    .jrardcner    .it    the    Iioum 
that  Jessie  had  told  him  'iliat   he  (Fleming)  was  v.-ry  anxious 
to  marrv  hi  i .  and  w.mld  give  her  all  he  had  if  she  would  do  it. 
Witness"  believed  at  the  time,  and  still  belies ed,   that   she  ^^a8 
seriotis  when  she  said  so.      The  piisonei    was  then  m  the  .same 
service.     She    and    Jessie    were 
iiriVtiitug  CISC, 
tzxxiv 


ler   and   Jessie 

it    Dunoon,    stated 


iwo    sisters    than 
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Alfx:in<lcr  Blair,  brcwor.  Alloa,  depoiicrl  that  on  tlic  nijxht  of 
Thursday  or  Friday.  I'Jth  nr  JOth  .Tuiif.  ht  sk'[.t  at  17  Sjindy- 
li.rd  Vhvv.  Next  day  hv  and  old  Fit-nun,":  left  ihu  h..use  about 
one  o'clock  and  <lrnvc  to  llie  Cathedral,  and  thence  to  the 
(ieorge  Hotel,  where  they  had  two  brandies  and  sodas  each.  He 
jiut  ohl  Fleniin<r  in  a  cab  at  inur  o'clock,  jiaid  Ids  I'are.  and 
told  the  cabman  to  drive  hiii.  hdine.  "  Old  Flennnrr  was  not 
tipsy;  he  was  hearty  and  in  .trood  spirits."  James  M-Cinn.  the 
eabnian,  drove  Flemins;  to  Sandyl'ord  Place  on  the  occasion  in 
question  ab.iul  tivo  <,r  six  ,,\lMrk.  The  nld  prentleman.  he  said, 
was  unihr  th.'  intlu.aice  (.1  li.juor:  lie  had  to  ...ssist  him  up  the 
steps   to   the   inmt    door.' 

Excerjits  t'n.m  the  .session  tninutc  book  of  Anderston  Inited 
Presbyterian  Church  were  proved  by  the  ndidster  and  eMers, 
tlie  written  and  .iral  tc'stimony  hein^r  to  the  etTect  that  <,n  Sth 
.\[iril.  I^.")-'.  .lames  Flemin-r  umlerwent  the  discijdine  of  the 
Church  lur  ■•  the  sin  of  fornication  with  Janet  Dunsmore,"  by 
whom  h  ■  hail  a  child. ■ 

The  itev.  .Mr.  Aiknian  deponed  that,  in  his  phostly 
capacity.  I,e  had  cxandnt'd  Fleming  before  the  trial  with  refer- 
ence to  the  murdi  r.  an.l  v  as  satisiied  of  his  innocence.  Witness 
had  also  seen  him  later  rcjardinff  the  prisoner's  st.aement. 
•' Witli  reference  to  it.  he  jFlemintr]  spoke  of  the  depravity  of 
the  human  heart."  out  apparently  made  no  more  spcciHc 
eomnicnt . 

Robert  Jeffrey.  <!etecti\e  officer,  wlio  had  inspected  the  lonis 
.,n  the  ni;:hf  of  Tth  July,  re-examined,  described  tlie  sheet. 
sat\irated  with  blood,  foiin.l  l)y  him  under  the  basin-stand  in 
the  bedroom.  There  was  blood  on  the  blankets,  but  they  liad 
been  washed.  Some  articles  in  the  servant's  box  were  smeared 
with  ol.M.d.  Witness  asked  Mr.  John  Flrmin-  if  any  plate  was 
missin-,  and  he  said  he  could  not  tell.  Witness  exanuned  the 
sideboard,    and   saw    "a   <_'ood   deal   of   valuable   siutV." 


Mi 


Flemin-    remarked.    "Thev    mi'_dit    Ikpc   potten    away   that    if 
thev    ha.l   been    wanting   plunder."      Why    this   plate    was    left 


\  Thp  evidence  of  the^e  two   witnet^ses  luus   ifferoiao   to  tlir  ,h  ciu^ion 
,km   of  by  JtssH-    MIMieisuii  to  lh«  pnsuiifr.  as  niontioned  in   .\1.t=. 


NrL;"i''lil'a'i'""\l'aU'iin'nt,  when  l-'k-inine  came  home  diunk. 

^•tb.'   ■•  HiMiuiiL'ite"   l're8.s  charitably  iK'mires  this  j..itriajch;u   lu;)i:«. 
The  woman  ,:^  .latod  to  have  been  a  do„K*tir  servant  :  bnl  whether  or 
not  .«ho  wa*  in  ldeminn'.«  own  employment  d.M>.«  not  apr-ar. 
hi..  I.m«  connection  with  the  church-  beym.d  the  nummry  of  the  oldest 
elder     it  is  r<.>mewhat  curiuiiH  lliut  lii.s  r.iiivictiim  : 
in  thu  aii:;UU-3  uiiuf 


i„., 


In  view  of 
the  oldest 
nonid  have  be»n  recorded 
WiUiani,  inniead  of  James  I'lemiiiK. 
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w;is  til  witrn'ss  a   luystoiy  ;  "  I  have  not  seen  to  tlio  liottom  of 
it  yet." 

Beiiianl  MLiiu^'hUn.  sheriff's  officer,  searched  ihe  jireniiscs 
on  iL'ili  Julv,  The  Fiscals  were  [ircseiit  at  the  time.  Thero 
was  a  srieal  i|ua:ititv  ni  aslic;  uh'Ur  the  kitchen  Lrr.itc.  ajiiong 
wiiich  he  iuumi  a  .^hirt  button.  It  had  been  in  the  tire,  and 
was  burnt.  He  at  the  same  time  took  possession  of  a  hammer, 
the  head  of  wliich  u.i-^  innrked  v.  ith  bhHul.  found  in  the  kitchen, 
and  of  a  pair  of  men's  socks,  found  in  the  servant's  lu'droom. 
These  articles  wei'e  shown  by  witness  to  the  Fiscals. 

Colin  C.uiipiiel!.  jiolice  constable,  re-examined,  repeated  i}ow 
he  saw  two  women,  neither  of  whom  was  the  pri-^oner.  come 
out  of  the  house  on  the  ni,i-ht  of  Saturday,  ."jth  .lulv.  Campbell 
was  corroborated  as  reijards  tlie  d  itc  by  Mr.-;.  M'K.iV,  his  land- 
lady, and  a  friend.  Allan  M'Le.ni. 

The  e%-idence,  as  printed,  clones  v.illi  ihe  contiictin'.'  state- 
ments of  two  (_:las;j:ow  cattle  dealers,  one  of  whom  (bo,i>tin'.r  tht 
eminent  name  ol  Sheridan  Knowle.s)  said  tiie  other  had  told 
him  that  old  Flemiiej;  was  seen  by  a  third  party  at  the  iloor  of 
17  Sandylonl  i'laee  at  four  o'clock  .m  the  moiniuL'  of  the 
murder.  Witness  had  louiid  his  iiu'ormanl-  "  only  niiildlini» 
truthful  in  ueitters  '.'eueially."  His  expeiience  was  pro'hablv 
contirnied  in-  the  e\  idenre  of  the  latter,  who  denied  the  whole 
occurrence. 

This  Concludes  our  survey  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
Commissioner  at  the  inquiiy. 

While  the  issue  of  the  Parliamentary  jiajiers  ai"l  ihe  lieb.ites 
thereuiion  did  not  atlecl  the  faith  of  the  lliralil  oi-  ihe  Monnn;/ 
JiiiiriKiI  in  tlie  innocence  of  their  respective  clients,  many 
'■  M  Lachlanile  "  journals  iiad  modified  their  views,  and  held 
that  die  inie.-.;iiin  was  not  whether  the  pri-oi.er  wa<  L'uilty,  liut 
windier  the  L'Uill  was  divided,  and.  if  so.  how  it  was  dist :  iliuted. ' 


1  Oh  the  threshold  of  the  ■  a.'-f  the  di.ctor,';  .<;iiii  thai  thu  Imuws  liad 
bfOii  (lonlt  by  "a  female  or  a  weak  man."  U  i.<;  a  singular  liniiiu- 
ptance  that  all  the  prpsiimiUionp.  wbethor  in  favour  of  or  against  the 
pri.'soner,  arc  equally  aiiiiliralile  to  Fleming,  fr'imii  fnrif.  each  was 
an  unlikely  assas.oin  ;  the  one  a  woman  in  delicate  health,  the  other  a 
man  of  advanced  age.  Botli  know  the  victim  intimately,  ami.  in  their 
several  way.><,  h.ad  (irofe.'^sed  affection  for  her.  In  either  ease  the 
Motive  alle'aed  w:is  almost  iiureciibly  inadequate.  On  the  other  hard, 
both  hail  been  .q.iirehonded  f<n'  the  crime,  am..  ;vs  the  murder  wax 
certainly  committed  by  one  or  other  or  both  of  them,  eacli  had  a  vital 
interest"  in  the  other'p  conviction.  To  clear  themseives  both, 
unqu  ^t  los'.ably  bled. 
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I'lioii  tills  p. lint  tlif  L<uL'  M 
78-7'J)  oljs<;'rvi.'.s — 


(II II mitt  II n 


d  Ji'triew  (1.'^G:5,  v(i1.  xi\ 


Indofil.   liaJ  old  Flemintc 
liis   conduct   been   less   peuuliav 
character  anii  all  human  iirobability 


\vhol«!  bodv 


not  been  in  the  house  that  nicht.  and   had 

liar,    and   Ipj^s   at  variance    with    his  proved 

the  verdict  ol'  the  jury  niiKht  have 

the 


?idored  ius  fiee  tioni  reasonable  doubt,  and  as  j 


stifled 


)f  the 


evidence. 


Hut  foitunatelv   I'oi-  .Mrs.    M'l.achlan,   it 


ay  be   unfortunately   for  the  end.s   nf 


i-as  such   rus  to  subject   him  to 


justice,   old    Fleminji's   conduct 


very   heavy   suspicion,    and    let  us   say 


at  once 


that,    after  the  best    consideration   we 


have   been   able   to  give 


the   whole  evidenc 
pii)babilitie.s   bany; 


deliberately  of  opinion  that  the  balance 


of 


IDUt 


Iv    between   him    and    Mrs.    .M'Lachlan  ; 


jf  hi 


ther  words,  that  the  proo"f  of  his  guilt  is  as  strong  as  the  p 


roof 


.luilt. 


S:ili 


Heaven   t'orlii' 
dvt'i 


It   1 


ilii  filter  lit  anv  lenprth  int.i  the 


iimruer    eiise 


[)II)tUSt> 


C(3ITC.sp01 


idoiit    ol     the 


urn  I  III/ 


il,  ainl  toithwith  procewls  to  occui>y 


iliimi 


inu! 


One 


e  em 


l):,rk 


ijMin  that  vent'iie.   we  expert 


us 


tl\ 


111 


Perth    Penitentiary: 


hir  <litiiciiltv  in  qnittini,' the  .snhjoet.     Mrs.  >r'].;u'hlan  beiii?, 

(1   Fleniinfj,  ju.stly   nr  imt,    in 

ifj  been  discusse<l   in 

ths,    the 

tnih.ipiiilv 


il.il    the   ease 


vtihint  11  y    retirement 

every    cmeeivable    lorni    for    iipwan 

affair   niitrht    well   'if  eonsii 

for  the  re.iih'i ,  is  nn 


twelve    m.)n 


lered 


an    elul 


■IK 


m    tl 


tile  laCt. 


TJ 


.■iiesis  ol  the  e.xtrannhnai  V 


with  which  we  have  n 


ow  to  deal 


111- 


so  niuc 


h  el 


so 


)scure. 


Mil'    some 


time   the   Herald    had  been 


tliniwintr  out  mvsteiious   hints  ol   an  alle^rotl   eonlession 


bv  th 


mvict,   whieli  tlie  e<.litor  had,   so  to  sp^ 


tp  his  journalistic 


sleev 


The  first  overt  step  in  this  direction  was  the  publication 


m 
from 


the  yiirtli  Jinfis/i   Ihiihi  Mini  (-jrith  .lune.   lS(;;n,  of  a  letter 


Mc 


arjent  lor 


<is.  >mitli 


Mr 


iV  Wriuht,  Fleminc 


aueii 


ts,  to  M 


r.  i)ixon, 


MLaehlan.  toL'ether  with  that  fxentleman 


re 


nts   staled  tliat  thev  had   been    i]ilorme<l   bv 


The  agre 

Audlev  Thomson   and  Willi.im  Smith  that 


I  )etcetl\e? 


Mr.    Di.xon   had  told 


the 


latt 


Mrs.  M 


.aelil.m 


had 


contessei 


I  to  li 


that  she  had 


lone  the    dee 


d   1 


leisi 


emini. 


Fl 

th 


absolutelv 


>lf. 


Dixon 


wittmt 


It    tl 


le    an 


stniv 


Mr 

told    bv    the    deteetive,- 


1   or   knowledge  of  Mr. 
stated  in  answer,   "  I  have  to  say  that 


Smith    and    Thotnson 


fals 


I 


^tated   to   them   that   the  pi  isollel 


liad 


mad 


e  iiuidi  a  confession  as  they  speeiiy. 


that 


had 


made 


n  of  piiilt   whatever. 


iny  conlessio 
There  the  matter   restei 


jiuiflished    a    statemen 


itil 


t    by    the    t\ 


tUli   .lulv   the   Dili!;/  Mail 


detectives 


their 
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viisioii  of  an  iilK'geil  convorsiition  had  by  tlicra  with  Mi-.  Dixon 
ill  West  Geor}.'f  Street  a  few  days  after  the  icsjiite.  Thev  stJited 
that  Mr.  Divon  liad  then  expressed  t!ie  opinion  that  Fleming:; 
was  innocenl ,  and  hid  ehar'aetei  ise<l  his  own  elient  a^  "a 
damnable  woman'';  that  ):e  said  she  was  "  iantrin<r  up  and 
down  the  house  that  iiifrht  lookiiiL'  l(ir  what  answered  her  "  ■ 
(hat  wlien  old  Fleming.'  came  downstairs  she  liid  from  him  in 
tlie  lobby  press;  that  she  heard  the  milkboy  at  tlie  do(jr  anil 
answered  it  herself  ;  and  tliat  she  "ent  awav  by  the  baek  dooi-, 
which  she  left  open.' 

'llie  necessity  f(^r  any  rejoinder  to  this  enniintinica.tion  was 
superseded  by  the  publication  in  the  Glasgmr  Herald  on  the 
same  date  of  a  letter  fri'in  Mr.  Dixon,  and  a  si<_'iifd  statement 
givini_',  "in  a  eorreet  and  authentic  form,"  an  ai  rouiit  of  what 
his  elient  had  actually  tol<l  him.  This  docninent  is  of  so  remark- 
able a  character  that  it  has  been  re[)riiited  verbatim  in  the 
present  volume.^  \fr.  '>ix,iii  states  that.  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  having 
been  respited  and  the  inquiry  ordered  by  the  Home  Seen  tat  v. 
he  obtaiinMl  permission  to  confer  with  her  alone.  His  object 
ill  iliiiiiLT  sii  was  to  question  her  repardinij;  the  persistent  rumour 
that  ol<l  I'leuiinpr  bad  been  si'cn  outside  the  house  early  on  the 
Saturday  morninpr.-'  He  proceeded  to  put  several  questions  t(j 
bis  client  as  to  the  old  man's  movements  on  the  nicrht  of  the 
murder.  Instea<l  of  answering  him  she  talked  of  irrelevant 
matiors — incidents  of  the  trial,  the  portraits  in  the  pamphlet 
report,  &c.  "She  appeared  to  be  hy.sterical — sometimes  crying  and 
sometimes  laughing  or  giggling.  There  was  nothing,  however, 
about  the  peculiarities  of  her  behaviour  to  indicate  that  she 
was  insane."  Obviously  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  was  not  in  a  tit  state 
for  cross-examination.  Her  execution  had  only  been  postpone*!, 
her  fate  was  yet  in  the  balance  and  she  had  been  expressly 
watinil  that,  should  the  result  of  the  impentling  iiujuiry  tail  to 
substantiate  the  truth  of  her  statement,  she  must  still  pay  the 
last  penalty  of  the  law.  In  these  circumstances,  upon  Mr. 
Dixon  continuing  to  press  for  an  answer,  the  prisoner,  apparently 
becoming  bored  by  hi-  importunity.  '■  looked  in  bis  face,  laugh- 


1  Flemini!  at  thp  trial  swore  tliiit  on  the  Snturday  nioiiiing  he  t'l.und 
the  back  doer  IcKked  anc)  the  key  iju  tlie  iri.-5ide. 

*  See  Appendix  IV. 

■"  See  the  evidence  of  Alexander  Sheridan  Knnwles  at  the  Com- 
missiiinir'.-i  Imiuiry  ;  Appendix  111.    (3). 
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mg,  anil  naii],  '  I  may  just  as  weol  tell  ye  tliat  the  iuild  man 
wasna  there  at  a'.'"  In  reply  to  fuithor  questions,  Mrs. 
M'Lachlan  said  that  she  entered  the  !io\ise  by  the  Jack  door; 
that  siie  had  not  been  ni)stairs  at  all  that  ni'j;ht;  and  that  she 
was  not  out  lor  \v!ii>ky.  "  H\it,"  said  Mr.  Dixon,  "  Mrs  Walker 
and  Mi-s  Dykes  saw  yon?"  She  replied  that  she  was  then 
jjjoing  to  the  house  for  the  lirst  time,  and  that  she  had  i,'one 
straif^ht  there  alter  leavinfr  Mrs.  Fraser  (wluim  Mr.  Dixon 
misnames  '■  Mrs.  Maejrrerrdr  ")  at  the  Gu.shct  lIou.se.  Mr.  Dixon 
pointed  luit  that  an  hour  had  elapsed  between  her  lea\inf^  Mrs. 
Fraser  ami  lli(>  rime  when  she  was  seen  by  the  twn  witnesses; 
but  she  adhered  to  her  statement,  and  '■could  give  no  other 
account  <il'  what  she  had  l)een  dointr  in  the  interval."'  The 
fateful  milkboy.  who  at  the  tii.il  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Clark 
the  touchstone  of  old  Fli'miiiaf's  veracity,  was  now  invoked  bv 
Mr.  Dixon — "  Who  opened  the  door  to  the  niilkboy  ?  '"  he  asked. 
The  prisoner  replieil  that  she  herselt  hail  done  so,  adding  that 
''the  old   man   was   in   bed   at  the  time." 

If,  in  the  doubtful  and  elusive  eh-ments  of  this  batllini,'  case, 
there  be  one  fact  finally  established  beyond  possibilitv  of 
dispute,  it  is  that  old  Fleming  ojiened  the  door  to  that  mil'kboy 
at  twenty  minutes  to  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning;  of  Saturday, 
5tli  Jul;, .  1,-^Gl'.  It  is  proved  by  the  oath  of  the  niilkboy,  Donald 
M'l,)uarrie.:  by  that  of  George  I'aton,  the  milkman:  and  (after 
iiivers  prevarications)  by  that  of  J.-ime.-i  Fleming  himself; 
further,  it  is  admitted  even  by  Loid  Deas  an<l  by  the  editor  of 
the  Gfa<f/i)ir  IIn<iI('.  If  any  reliance  whatever  is  to  be  placed 
in  human  testimony,  this  fact  must  be  accejited  as  proved. 

On  being  reminded  by  Mr.  Dixon  of  tl,!.-.  cireimistance.  'she 
said  that  she  was  aware  of  that,  but  it  was  she  that  did  it 
notwithstandincr."  Mr.  Dixon  then  inquin  d  if  she  hi.'rself  had 
committed  the  murder?  "  slie  said  that  she  could  not  tell — that 
she  knew  nothing  about  it."  In  reply  to  further  questions  she 
made  a  rambling  statement  to  the  effect  that  both  she  and 
Jessie  were  drunk;  that  they  ii'iieatedly  vomited:  that  she 
therefore  washed  Jessie's  face,  the  Hoo",  and  the  blanket.s — "  not 


1  It  may  he  rt'eallpd  that  at  the  trial  Mrs.  Fraser  deponed  that  tliey 
parted  at  "  ten  o'clock  or  five  minutej)  past  ten  ";  thac  Thomas  Robb, 
Kiiperintendent  of  police,  ssid  it  would  take  "  ten  riiinuti-s,  or  inside 
of  that  time,"  to  walk  at  an  ordinary  pare  from  (lie  Ou.-lict  House  to 
Sandyford  I'lace  ;  and  that  .Mrs.  Walker  and  Agnes  Dyke.s  saw  the 
woman  go  into  the  lane  "  about  a  quartei-pasit  eleven." 
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to  remove  hlocul  stain.-.  "  :  thiit  Jessie  gave  her  Lunlnnum  to  step 
the  retchinpr,  w'.iicli  dni^'  had.  njiou  a  forimr  o<Tnsion.  mado 
her  delirious,  ;xs  her  husband  .md  sisior  cnuM  tell — "  a  statement 
which  tlie  Iin^liand  and  sister  afterwards  eiiiitrM(hcted  to  Mr. 
Dixon",  tli.it  'after  that  she  had  no  roeonection  of  anything: 
■whatever  till  -.he  f.iiiiiil  tiie  hedy  in  the  nioi'iiiiej  "  ;  and  th.it 
the  old  man  was  not  downstaiis  th.it  iii<rht  or  mornincr  at  all. 
She  alsi>  'stated  that  she  remained  in  the  house  till  nearly  nine 
o'clock,  be-cailse  she  was  +00  dazed  with  diii^k  and  l.ni'l,:num 
to  think  of  escai,in<r  sooner,  and  th.it  ^he  left  by  the  biok  door. 
"  No  (luestions,"  continues  Mr.  Di.fon,  "  were  put  to  her  re<;ard- 
incr  the  clothinpr  or  the  silver  ]ilate.  and  >h"  said  notliinjar  about 
them;  nor  did  she  make  any  other  statement  regarding  the 
night's  proeeedinirs.   ' 

'rhi<,  the  fifth  statement  nf  Mrs.  M  l.aehlan.  has  rniieh  more 
in  coniiimn  with  the  thri  e  deelaratiuiis  emitted  by  her  before 
the  Sheriff  than  witli  the  celebrated  statement  made  to  her 
apents  six  week.s  before  the  trial.  The  fomicf  wi  .  in  the 
words  of  tlie  Lord  .Advocate,  "pdp;',bly  false":  tested  by  the 
evidence,  they  are  clearly  so.  The  latter,  whether  true  or 
false,  fits  the  main  facts  as  subseipiently  pi  i\ed  "  itii  •-ntj. rising 
exactness,  and  iindonbtedly  makes  ])l.iin  many  points  otherwise 
iliexplie.ible.  i''nilher.  the  foriini-  were  extorti'd  by  methods, 
to  .say  lie-  lea-t.  lUidesiralil"  ;  tlie  hitter  w.i-;  a  spent, in.'ous 
act. 

On  receiving  this  commiitii(  atioii  \\r.  jiiNon  fold  the  pti-oner 
that  he  did  not  know  what  to  make  of  it;  th.it  it  pl.ieed  him 
in  a  very  awkward  position,  and  suggostcil  some  doubts  .is  to 

I  The  Dailif  Mail,  a  "  FleminKite  "  nrKan,  in  commentinp  on  thin 
"  tonfPM-it>ii,  "  observe* — "  We  have  further  lenrni'd.  nnd  thic  fa*t  will 
piob.ibly  be  tukeii  by  tliose  who  *til!  eiedit  her  firnl  di'cluralioii  as  a 
roa.ion  for  dpnying  her  .innity  in  iii.aking  the  confession  t'>  Mr.  Dixon, 
that  phe  was  at  tlie  time  labounne  under  r  uterine  diM>ii>e.  which 
I'leinu'iilly  lead.*  to  tenijmrnry  insanity.  Mr.  iJixon,  on  henrine  her 
ntnry.  did  not  attempt,  by  any  roiiliiiued  crof.-.  ijntHtionin^.  to  diveft 
the  apparent  falxehood  from  the  prf)bnble  truth  ;  and.  had  he  (hme  .«o, 
would  in  nil  likelihood  havo  been  baffled  by  an  exerrine  of  that  power 
of  fabrication  wliidi.  when  tlioronglily  on  hrr  (;»"rd,  M'I.,achlan  wil» 
ever  ready  to  bring  into  play.  Ite-iriPii.-i  of  quietly  makinji  Miin* 
invniitisation  into  the  rtartlinK  tale  he  had  heard,  Mr.  Dixon,  we  under- 
pland,  repeatedly  interrnj/ated  the  milkbey  as  t')  whether  he  ronld  be 
mistaken  in  saying  that  Mr.  Fleming  had  opened  the  di«ii  on  the 
morning  of  the  murder  Tbe  liu'  however,  ptood  firm  to  what  lu<  had 
all  idong  aPKerted.  declaring  that  he  ciaild  by  no  poraibility  be  mi-taken, 
havini;  seen  the  old  gentleman." 
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liis  cniitiiiuing  to  act  as  her  ajront.  Tlie  prisoner  tlien  said 
that  there  was  not  a  word  of  Inith  in  it  — ■  that  she  had  only 
Kaid  so  to  see  Ik.w  1il-  wovdd  ](«,k."  Mr.  Kixcn  told  Iht  he 
would  consider  how  he  slumld  act.  and  the  priNoner  said  she 
liofied  he  would  not  mention  what  she  hail  told  him.  rppcatin,:^ 
tliat  it  was  all  la-,  and  that  the  -tatcmrnt  made  at  th-  trial 
was  the  truth.  .Mr.  Di.xon  e.xplained  to  her  that  she  miudit 
rest  satisfied  ujH.n  that  [loiiit,  as,  being  her  agent,  he  v.:is 
bound  to  secrecy.'  He  then  consulted  confidentiallv  two  pro- 
fessional friends,  ai.d  decided  to  continue  the  ease.  In 
eonclusidii,  Mr.  lM.\nn  explains  how  he  came  to  make  the 
statement  ptiblic.  'In  tiie  cirrum.stances  in  i\hich  he  did  80 
we  shall   >h.)rtly  ri'turti. 

Meanwhile,     the     publication    of     this    statement     wa.-.     from 
th''   j.Mirndistic   standard,   disapjiointing.        I'nlike    its   famous 
f.avrumier.     it     caused     no     popular     exeitenietit ,     aid     failed 
'"     i""'     'he     ainalrnr     detective      into     print.        The     M,,rii- 
1111/     ./in/r/i'i'.     borrowing     the     Hfrahf'x     adjecti>-e     on     ihe 
evidetici'   at    the   iiii|iiiry.   described   the  statement   as   "  utterlv 
uorthless."        Eviii    the    Ilirahl    dealt    this    trump   card    with 
unwonted  modesty — evidently  the  '"  confession  "  would  not  bear 
riiu;.'h  handlinu'.        "  According  to  the  laws  of  evidence  and  the 
iiile   ef    iniiver>al    experience."    remarks    that    erudite   journal 
(Kith     .iulw     \y^{V.\').     "a    liar     i,     eiilitl..'     to    belief,    and     is 
fiil.v    to     be     b(li(  \.d     when     he     makes     a     revelation    which 
criminates      hitn-,  If,      and      wi'      are      n<ii      going      *o     deny 
'lis      time  hdiiMuied       ].rivile'j-e       to       the       heroine       of       the 
cleaver.  '  '  Had      the     Ih'.iUl     been      in      existence     some 

centuries  eaili'  r  the  eilitor  u  aid  doubtless  have  applio<l  this 
flictum  to  tlie  incredible  self-accusations  u]ion  which  dozens  of 
liarmltss  ohi  women  were  anntially  btirnt  as  witches.  The 
most  interesting  feature  of  the  leading  article  referred  to  is 
a  eiilogium  upon  the  action  of  Mr.    l»ixon.   which  is  in  marked 


I  Net  It  wp  are  to  credit  the  detectiveji'  stnpy,  Mr.  Dixon  forthwith 
disiliiw'l  the  whole  ninversution  (inrludine  (■tiilonM'nlR  ;i<«/  nindc  'iv  lu-r) 
to  the  tirpt  yeinoiifi  he  met  in  the  .»lreet.  who  were,  inorenver.  ni  Crown 
witnesses  perponnlly  interested  in  the  prrweriitinn  ;  nn<l  thi*  while  hiR 
dient'd  hfe  w.ts  Btill  nt  ftake. 

*  With  reference  l<>  the  vvell-ierocrni^ed  fart  th.it  miiiiv  pei-o'-  hnve 
charaed  Ihem.^rlve.*  with  the  riiniiTii*j<inn  nf  rrimes  of  whirl)  ili,v  were 
nndnnht«'dl"  c'lilHens,  wv  rnsex  cited  hy  ^1r.  .Tnhn  Pacet  in  hm  ;irrr>iint 
of  "The  C.^mpden  Wonder." — I'nraiioxrt  and  /'«:z/r«,  1874.  pp.  ,^37- 
358. 
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contrast   1o   tlie   ojiinions   jircvio\isly   exinessed    by    tin.'    Herald 
rey:iiiJing  tliat  pntU'iniin's  piotVssionul  conduct. ^ 

This,  Kurcly.  should  liuve  hccii  the  opitajih  of  the  M'Laclilan 
case;  and  the  curtain,  tt,  vary  tlie  metaphor,  would  Htlingly 
have  fallen  ujion  a  tableau  so  rtfective  as  the  editor  of  the 
Herald  takinir  to  bis  bosom  the  a^'ent  of  "  the  wretched 
•vvouiaii.'  Hut  Messis.  Smith  A  Wri^dit,  indefatiptblo  in  the 
interests  of  their  a,u;ed  client,  would  not  let  the  matter  f'st. 
There  was  j.ublished  in  the  Herald  of  l-'Uh  Aupust,  1.S63,  a 
letter  from  them  enclositiL'  certain  correspdndencc  and  official 
documents,  whieii  are  rejirniled  \\\  the  [.re<e;ir  \olunie.'  I  hese 
relate  to  an  interview  iiutween  Mr.  Dixon  and  Mrs.  MLaddan 
(now  known  as  "  ;58'.V-1  ")  i"  l^'^th  Penitentiary  on  10th 
June. 

It  appears,  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  l»i\on  l)efore  men- 
tioned, that  some  time  after  the  commutation  of  the  sentence 
his  stiitemc  lit  w, is  communicated  to  Mr.  nemintr's  aireiits,  and 
by  Mr.  Hixon  and  them  to  several  eminent  a.tid  .■xperienri'd 
pentleineii  <pf  the  Facnl'y,  iiicludinu'  I  he  hraii.  Thr  (ipmion 
of  thr  Dean  was  that,  wiihonf  hi-^  client's  samiioii,  .Mr.  Dixon 
could  nut  make  public  the  ' '  eonfessioi,. ' '  In  (utler  to  iibtnin 
her  peiniission  Mr.  Dixon  accordini;ly  went  tn  1'.  rth  ,ind  tliere 
interviewed  the  eonviet  in  presence  ot  the  (loveruor.  the  sur'.'eon. 
and  the  matron  ol'  the  jirison.  "The  residt."  the  Coventor 
reports,  ■•  wa^  uiisiieeessftd.  as  the  p)isoner  (h'liied  that  the 
conversation  referred  to  had  ever  taken  place."  She  reasserted 
her  innocence,  an'i  said  lliat  old  Fleming  "did  the  act."  On 
b  -'n^r  remin<led  that  "  Mr.  i  h  ininp;',-(  friends  all  declared  that 
he  was  innocent."  she  made  the  pertinent  rejoinder.  ''  TTow 
could  his  friends  know  whether  he  was  innocent  or  not  ?     They 


1  "  Mr.  Dixon,  wlio  ha'i  In-fore  .in  excellent  mtioii  of  il;iiii:u;os  acai.ist 
thp  lirrixli],  liad  lie  v\\n*m  to  proBPoute  it  (hut  natur.illy  n  l.iwypr  is 
phv  of  lic.v,  pxrppt  wlicn  .1  client  i<  to  be  trnilcted  hy  it),  i.s  now  .in 
object  of  miirli  lieference  and  roKpert.  .'?oniP  month!'  since  he  w;us 
hounded  down  by  the  Ihrahl  ax  one  of  the  lowi'i>t  *ic(iiindrf'l.s  unhung, 
A  \y.\yo  roc^ni'^i'tor  with  n  niur.iere'"*  niriiiiiHt  .in  iiinoi-ent  elil  irin. 
Yesterd;»y  the  (ir.iiseH  of  him  are  wmtul'd  in  the  fame  pajier  a*  eminent 
for  hii«  '  moral  cnnraee,'  '  of  pintfiilar  zeal  and  .ability,'  and  '  a  ko<h1 
citizen  '  who.  in  biimtinii  profes'-iiinal  bond«  iu<  .''amnon  did  the  withe> 
of  the  Philistines,  in  entitled  to  the  '.:r:iti(iide  of  the  iiniverwil  Britiph 
public."     }fnrnitnjJoiirnnl,  lUh  .Tiiiy.  1863. 

'See  .Atipendix   V.     It  i«  inteffliniz   to  note  that  one  party   fo   the 
(iorrej«pondcnre  in  .Tohn   Hill  niirton.  the  jrreat  historian,  in  hw  ofBcial 
caparity  nii  mana«er  and  eecret:iry  of  the  General  Piison  Board,  which 
•ppointinent  he  had  hrld  "inn,  1864. 
xcii 
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wcic  not   tliero.'"        Slic  w.is  ir,l,l   tli;it   wliMtever  she  said   she 

UciuM  not  111. 'A  hr  1i,i|il;v,1  ;  ll,,  1  liclchili)  wnill"!  1>0  CMTOil  fuf  ;  I  liat 
tlif  I- IcMiiiij.'s  woiv  miiir.l,  ■'i-viiv  uiic  (if  ihi-'lii."  :mil  wtix' 
.ilidiit  to  k'.ive  the  coiiuiry  ;  and  thiit  "  llio  liisc  had  lately 
licen  l)el'ore  Parliament."  As  she  was  neither  to  lie  t'riphtened 
nor  cajoled  into  alisolvinj,'  Fleniinfr.  the  interview  terminated. 

The  last  <lociiment  of  the  series — "  Note  bv  Miss  Ilisloji, 
Scriiiture-reader  in  the  (ieneral  Prison  " — calls  for  a  [lassinrr 
mention.  This  indiviilual  st:ited  that  "  in  !ur  olHriil 
capaeity  "  she  often  visited  tlie  ronxiet,  hut  neve)'  oiiee  alluded 
to  the  Clime,  liealiiiLT  lier  nierdy.  in  a  1,'en'ial  wav,  "as  a 
lost  siniK  r  in  the  siijlit  of  (Iml."  ( Ine  d;i\-  tlie  ].risoner 
remarked  (hat  lu  r  ease  was  a  very  sad  one,  wheieujion  this 
messen<j:er  of  mercy  pave  her  an  of}i(  i:d  cUisc  of  that  twiee- 
lilesseil  attriliute  :  "  I  lielieve  you  to  lie  tlie  {.'uilty  ]ierson,  and 
to  me  you  seem  to  Imve  acted  as  a  ;,Miilty  person  throiiL'iiont. 
You  iiave  been  jruilty  of  a  deed  for  which  you  onurht  to  have 
lieeh  liaiiL'id,  as  <!od  has  never  repealed  that  law  He  pave  that 
hlood  shouhl  answer  for  l)lood,  but  by  a  very  mysterio'is  pro- 
vidence your  life  has  been  spared."  This  moral  stimulant  is 
exhibited  in  a  nianiiei  which  k calls  that  of  Lord  Peas  when 
jiassinp  senlenee.  Ihv  rest  of  the  conversation  is  efpially 
irrelevant — no  one  wanted  to  laiow  what  Miss  Hidoj.  tiinu;.'ht, 
liut  uliat  Mrs.  M'l.aehlan  saicl  ;  antl  wliat  she  niiirht  have  saiil 
.Miss  llisjop  picMiited  her  from  sayinp.* 

Mr.  Dixon's  client  haviiifr  not  only  refused  lier  consent  to 
the  |.iilili(  :il  ieii  nf  the  ' "  lonfessitm , "  but   deliinl   tlial    such  was 
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1  Tlic  bini.inii  />ti'ihf  Tilrijvn fih,  in  an  artirlp  conimentin«  nn  tlii-i 
ppiKidc,  ii'niaiks  "  hvcii  in  a  Srutch  gaol  «o  tan  Fiano  helii-vt>  thai 
Scripluvp  n'a<lor»  me  allowed  to  in  t  an  privjito  itii|iii»itorc.  and  tn 
report  their  invefti«ntii)n8  to  lht>  aiitlioriticH  of  (he  Knoh  ■  •  • 
Kisilly  tliis  i.«  too  had.  f.et  (iaoleif.  I:i«yei>.  and  |iolicen"rn  try.  if 
tliey  hke,  to  exloit  maio  ntntement^  to  her  own  detiiiiipnt  from'  the 
lipi<  nf  the  iinliiippy  woiiiiin  who  hnj"  fallen  to  thi'ir  tendiT  merrie.^  ;  hut, 
for  Heiiven'*  wike.  lei  »*  l);\V'>  no  more  of  ii  larly  StTiptiiic-n-ider  acting 
an  iin  nnialenr  detective.  Our  law  does  not  iidniil  of  moral  torture. 
'  I  feel  Bometune!'.'  )>aid  .Tesi<ie  M'ba<  lilan  to  her  |>or»ei  utois,  '  an  if 
I  would  Ko  thi'ouitli  thefo  pri^on  walln.  I  often  think  my  mind  will  tfive 
way.'  Htirely  there  are  other  wayn  hy  wliidi  the  pnrti>^an>i  of  .Mr. 
KleminK  may  e.stahlioh  liin  innoeeme.  if  that  he  po«)iihle.  than  hy  tor- 
tiuinn  this  (•■loi  neature  iato  Hinne  uarhled  admi.-.''ioM  in  hi^  favnnr. 
bet  them  »:how.  ftji  they  have  never  dime  yrt,  what  hi.«  chararter  wa* 
what  hix  rel.it ioiii«  were  with  hi«  family,  his  xervant.s,  and  the  murdered 
woman  and  tliey  will  do  more  t<i  elenr  his  ie|Mite  than  hy  rerordinR 
every   doiihtful  expre«Hon  twivted,    none   knowH  how,   frnni  a   woman 

half.era«ed    with  miMPiy." 

"  xciij 


Mrs.   M'Lachkn. 


ever  miide,  it  does  not  iiipjitsn  liir,\ ,  in  \  itw  cf  his  i.rofessional 
scru'iles  and  the  ruling  of  tin  l)>;ni,  Mr.  Dixon  ln-camo  a 
tmsted  coriesipondcnt  oi'  tlio  ll'mfd.  The  only  li<rlit  thrown 
l)v  that  journal  ujion  tiiis  {loint  is  contained  in  tho  loatlins: 
article  before  (piolwl — "  We  have  done  our  best  to  jaobe  this 
notorious  case  to  its  very  fnundntion.  and  we  are  lontent  that 
•.re  lifivt  h<id  snuif  IkiihI  in  hii/iii;/  if  hrfore  fJu  jiiihUr  ,n  it^ 
present  shape.'' 

After   this  a   welcome   silence    h<\U   niion   the    subject.        For 
fifteen    years    the    journals    ceased    from    traidjlin(r,    and    their 
readers  were  at  rest;  nor  till  the  month  of  October.  1877.  was 
there  anv  recrudescence  of  the  ancient  sore.       On   Friday,  the 
.")t!i   of  tiiat  nu'iirli.    Mrs.   M'T>achlan.   havintr  served   h.r  com- 
n\uted     .senb  me.     was     rth  a<ed     from    Perth     General     Prison 
ujpon    a    ticket-of-lenvc.        Hn-    conduct    had    been    exiniiilary. 
She     was     in      her     forty-fourlh     year:      half     a     generation 
had    passed    since    she    vanished    nameless    from    the    common 
life    of    men  :    and     it    mu-l     have     been    to    a    chanfred    and 
unfamiliar  worM  that  .she  now  retmned,  a  siran-zer  an.!  alone. 
Old  Fleming,   in  the  course  of  nature,   had  long  since  gone  to 
his  account,  remaining  tid  ilie  d.iy  (.f  liis  dr.tih  under  the  black 
shadow  of  her  accusation  ;   the  son  siie  had  left  a  chdd  was  a 
grown  man;  her  husband,  it  is  said,  had  emigrated;   and  she, 
with  the   t;5U  which  she  had  eaimd  <]uiing  the  long  years  of 
her  iniiirisonment,  must  begin  life  afresh.       Avoiding  (ilasgow, 
whcio  she  could  not  hope  to  oscaiie  recognition,   she  went   the 
diiy   after  her   rele.nse   to  Greenock.        There,    apparently,    she 
expected   to  riiiialu    unnoticed  ;    but   she   reckoned   without  the 
ubiquity  of  an  eidightened  I'ress.     Tiie  diuiiurk  Adrertixer  dis- 
covered her  retreat,  ami  by  the  i|Mestionable  methods  of  "our 
own  Conunissioner  "   wa«  enabled,  on   !>th  October,   to   pulili.sh 
in  bad  Ilnglish.  and.  if  possible,  worse  taste,  the  result  of  an 
"  interview  "  with  that  emissary's  hapless  prey.       There  i'*  an 
echo  of  the    old-time    warfare    in   the   fact   that   the   Grreiinrlt 
Tihiiraph.    on    the    lllh.    ilenounced   tiiis    "interview"    as   a 
fabrication  and  "  a  perforr.mncc  that  would  be  disowned  by  any 
schoolbov."  in  which  contention  that  journal  was  ably  secondefl 
bv  the  (;itm/oir  h'run'ii;/  .\nr.<.       "  We  <an  conceive  of  nothing 
more  cruel  than  this  rctiansfixion  of  the  unfortunate  woman 
upon    the   spear   of  notoriety,"    observes   the   latter:    "n   diR- 
trraceful  attempt  has  been  made  to  achieve  pop\ilarity  and  profit 
bv  imrassihg  alt   unfortunate  woman,   .ind  hawking  the  re=;ult 


Intioductiop. 

aliout  I'oi  .1  halfpenny."  'J'his  is  tiot  tinwoiiliy  oi'  the 
Moniniii  Ji)iiriinl  at  its  best,  in  (he  stininp  days  which  follower! 
u['iiii  tlu>  trial. 

We  learn  from  an  article  on  the  ease  in  the  Dinnhnitnn  Ltader 
tliat  two  year<  after  her  liberation  her  hn.sban<l  died  ;  that  she 
afterwards  went  m  .\nieriea.  wiiere  she  was  joined  h\  her 
son  ;  and  that  she  married  as^ain,  and  .settled  in  the  new  world. 
On  llth.  Fehniaiy,  IS'.i'.),  her  .son  wrote  to  a  cousin  in  Greenock 
that  his  mntliti-  had  died  of  heart  disease  at  Port  Huron, 
Mirhiiraii.  on  New   Year's  Day. 

So.  in  tliat  outl.ind  jrravv  beyond  the  seas,  and  in  Xuc  homely 
eartli  of  .\nderston  Churchyard  where  old  I'leming  lies,  the 
secret  of  the  Sandyford  mystery  is  buried  ;  atnl  tl.oup;h  well- 
nifzh  half  a  eentuiy  has  j'asseil  since  that  work  of  darkness  was 
so  foully  wrought,  the  ri.ldk  nf  its  doing  yet  remains  unread. 
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[Till-    fnlinvhu,     l„ 


l„l,l.' 


rhi.l, 


,/l/ 


^  til  11     iiu-ii 


lr„t.< 


(IS    in  rf 


I'lllirr    (1) 


not   ill  <H.<iiuti  ;   (2)  /irorrd  by  indi  /k iirlnit  tctiniunij  at  the.  tr,nl ; 
1,1-  (3)  mattir'  (if  fo't  ol/nnciec  eftiihlifhrd.) 

1062.     4  July     10   imii.— Mrs.    M'L:i  lilan   li-avct.    her    hoii?c.    No.    182 


Bi( 


I'lau,  lo  v■i^it  .Ii\'i.~io   M'l'liorson. 


4  July -40.10  p.m.-  Miv?.   M'L.iclilau  parts  fruiii  Mrs.  Fia.-cr  at 

tlio  (U^lii't  House,  IStubtrufs  Street. 

4-5  July— Jes.-ie  .MTIicrson  uiuidercd  at   No.   17  Saiidyford  I'lace. 

5  July— 7.40  a.m.— James  Fleming  upeiit  the  diior  to  thr  milk- 

ln>y  and   refuse.';  the   milk. 

5  July     9  a.m.  -  .Mi.<.    .MLaclih.n  lotuins  home  and  is  aduiilted 
by  Mrs.   Cain|>beII. 

5  July— 11   a.m. -12   noon     .Mi.-.    .M'l^ai  hUm   pu\.s   lin-   inil. 


n. 


5  July- 

12  1  p.m.— .Mrs.   .M"L.aLnian  pawns  me 

Mivcr 

i'late. 

5  July — Mr:-.    M'Latlilan  .'^rnd.'.  to   TTamilton  leather 
taining  her  blood->taineJ   skirt  and  peititoalt. 

trunk   eon- 

5  7  July- 

-Jaiues  Fleming  alone   in  the  liouse   with  tlie 

eorpisc. 

7  July- 
aiid 

-4  p.m.— Discovery  ol   the  murder  by   M 
his  sun. 

1.    Jol 

m   Fleming 

8  July- 
and 

-I'oct-morleni    examination    cuuduilLd    li 
.Matleod. 

y  i)i 

5.    Fleming 

8  July- 

-Mis.  .M'LmhIan  .it   llamillun. 

9  July-^aniep  Fleiniug  arrested  as  being  eonecrnod  in 
e.xamined    for   four  hours  before  the  SherifY  ;  and 

the  erimc ; 
eoniniitted 

to  pri.'-on. 

9  July-Mr.".    .Ml.a.  hUui    ^end^    to    .\yr     lui 
docca^ed's  ciuthes. 

box 

tonlaming 
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1862.     0  July  — MissiiiL;   pinto   inodiiccd  by   Luiidic,  the  pa-viibrokir,   Ic 
pi>liLt'. 

13  , Inly     Mis.     .Ml.ai  liiari     iiiirl     imr    lui.'-li.uul    aiicliil     toy    the 

murder. 

14  July-   Jamr.-    IVI'Lai  hlan   and   hi.^.^    wife    siu'ceFsivpiy   examined 

before    the    Sheriff    and    fiparale    declarations    emitted     by 
them;   Jame.<   M'Laihlan  liberated   and   his  wife  committeil. 

16  July- Dr.  Maeleod  eondints  experiments  to  compare  Mis. 
-M'Laclilan'a  fcxjt  with  the  three  blcody  fc>otprints  found  in 
tlie    liuu.se. 

16  July     Tin     box    ve.  ()\  .'red    by     |«Mire  :     Mr.";.     M'Lachlan     ro- 

c.^aniiiied      by      I'lucuialui-lui.il,      and      hocond     declaration 
emitted   by   her. 

17  July     James    Flemini;    lib*  latid    alter    coneultutioii    ol    (.'rowii 

authorities   in  Eiiiiibur^h. 

21  July-  The  bloml-staincd  clothes  iiaving  been  found  at  Hamil- 
ton. Mrs.  M'f.achlan  furtiier  examined  by  I'rucurator-fiteai, 
and    third   deelaialioii  emitted  bv   her. 


1   AuLTu  t     Bloodstained   arliilcs  examined   by    I'lofe.^.sor    IVnny. 

12  Auuu.-t — .Mi.<.    M'Lachlan   verbally    communieale.,   her    "ttatc- 
ment  "  to   licr  airent.    Mr.   Wilson. 

15  Auirust-Mrs.     .M'Tiaehlan    repeats    her    "  .-.taleiaent  "     to    licr 
a^'cnt.    Mr.   Dixon,   who   euiuniits   same   to  writing. 

30  Auf,'usi -ludiciuient    scivcd  on    Mi..-.    M'Laiilau. 

17  September— First  day   of  tiial— evidence   fur  pioseciition. 

18  September— Second   day — evidence   tor   jiru.-eeiitiun  loniiniied. 

19  September— Third    day — evidence    fur    piu^ccution    cuncluded  ; 

evidence  f.ir  defence;  addresses  of  (uunsel. 

20  September  — Fourth      day— judge's      (  harge  ;      verdict  ;      :\frs. 

M'Lachlan's    statement;    sentence   of  death— to   be    executed 
11th  (Jetober. 

'22  September  — Letter    from    Mrs.    M'Lachlan's    unents   rpj;ardinf: 
the  preparation  of  her  statement,  published  in  the  newspaper 


26  Scpl<'mber— Preliminary  meeting   lield    in   'TaFgow   in  support 
of  tlie  petition  to  (be   Home  Secretary  praying  for  a  respite 

anil    uiitlicr   investigation. 
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s«  1362.   29  September— Public   nieetiiit;   lield    in  tlk»  City    Hall.    fUaspow. 

when  resolutions  as  to  tlie  necessity  for  further  inve.'-tijjntidn 
carried,  and  deinitation  to  the  Home  Secretary  and  Lord 
Advocate  a|)poinle<l.  Public  meeting  held  in  Edinburgh, 
when  ."^iniilur  rc^ohilion.-;  carried. 

30  September— Sir  Archibald  Alison.  Sheriff  of  Lanarkshire,  on 
the  in.'^tructions  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  conlmence^<  a  priva*e 
inquiry   into  the  ca.--e. 

3  October — Dcputatinn  received  by  Lord  A(1'0(  ate  in  Edinburgh. 

3  October — Execution   of   (sentence   respited   by    Homo    Secretary 
nntil  Ist   November. 

13  Oct'jber — Appointment  ''f  .Mr.  (!eorge  Yountr.  Advocate,  ae 
Crown  Commissioner   to  cuntinue  the  inquiry. 

17  20  October — Inquiry     conducted    by    Crown    Cummi.s.^ioner    with 
closed  doors. 

24  October — Re.sult  of  inquiiy  coniminiii ated  by  the  Comnii.=.'=ioner 
to  the  Home  Secretary. 

28  October  — K.x'ecution  of  .senteni-o  respited  until  fuitiier  signifi- 
cance of   Hor  .Maje.-ty's  pleasure. 

6  Xovcniber — Conditi'inal   [lardon  granted    to   Mrs.    M'Laihlan — 
sentence  commuted   to   penal   servitude  fur   life. 

11  XovembcrMis.  ]\I'La>hlan  removed  to  Ceneial  Pi  i.-on  of 
I'erth. 

14  .Novciid)er  Letter  from  Homo  Secretary  to  Jamep  Fleming'.s 
law  agenl.s  givinu'  hi-,  rea.  ons  for  recoi'iuicndiiit;  ronnnutation 
of  the  sentence. 

1863.  24  Api:l -Debate  in  Hotrso  of  I'onmiiins  ii|)on  Mr.  Stirling's 
motion  for  copies  of  the  proceeding.^  at  the  tiial  aii<l  nt'  the 
evidence  taken  at  the  subsequent   inquiry. 

4  June-    Motii'ti  by   Mr.   Stirling  (or  further  retuinfi. 

19  .Tune  Iniivvi'  w  between  Mrs,  M'Lachlan  and  her  agent, 
.\li.    |ii.\iii!.   in    I'citli  (Icneial   l'n«)n. 

26  Juno  Debate  in  Hou.-.e  of  Commons  upon  th.-  M'Laihlin 
ca.se. 


6  July — Statement  by  Mi.  Dixon,  agent  for  Mr.-.  M'Lachlan, 
reitardim;  alleged  "  confession  "  mado  by  her  to  him,  pub- 
ii^iic(i    in    i'.'i''i-;/i-H'   //(/»/(/. 
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1363.  13  Aiij^ust — CoiresjinTuleni'o  nnd  (lr)(•lunont^^  rplnlinu'  tn  Mr. 
Dixon'.s  interview  willi  .\li.-.  M'l^aclilaii  at  I'i'itli.  piil.li.4i0(] 
in  ata-ijdW  llii-aiil. 

1877.  5  October— Mr.''.  M'Laclilau  rL-lcased  from  rorth  fltiicial  Prison 
upon  tii-ket  of-lcavc. 

1899.  1  Januaiy  Jt.alli  of  Mis.  M'Laililun  at  Tuil  lliauii,  Midiigiui, 
U.S.A. 


THE    TRIAL. 


GLASGOW    AUTUMN    CIRCUIT. 


WEDNESDAY,    ITrn,   to  SATURDAY,   20tii   SEPTEMBER,    1862. 


Judge  PreKvVrnf] — 
LORD   DEAS. 


Cuunnel  fur  the  Cruwn  — 

Mr.  Adam  Oiffokd,  Adrnratr-Depute,  and 
Mr.  Anduew  MruE,  Advocate. 

Agent — 
Mr.  Andrew   Mt'RR.n',  Junior,  W.S.,  Eilinburr^h. 


Counsel  fur  tlie  Pimrui — 

Mr.  Andrew  Rutheueuri)  Clark,  Mr.  Robert  Maclean, 
and  Mr.  Adam  I!axnatyne,  Adcocates. 

Agentft — 

Mes.'irs.  JosEf'ii  A.ntho.ny  Dixun,  John  Stka<'iian',  and 
William  M'Whiuter  Wilson,  Writers,  CHa.'so-ow. 


!  H 
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FIRST     DAY. 

At     Glasoow,     the     Seventeenth     dny     <>{     Septemher.     1862. 


Present    the    Honourable    Lnrd 
Commissioners  of  Justiciary. 
Present — 

The  She.itV  of  Lanarkshire. 
Tlie  SlieritT  oi  Duiiih.irtun^hiro. 
The  SherilT  u!  Renfrew. sliire. 


Deas,    one    of    the    Lords 


Intran.   Jessie  MIntosh  or  MLachlan,   now  or  lately   prisoner 

in  the  I'lison  of  Glasgow,  Pannel. 
Indicted    and    Accused    as    at   the    instance   of    Her    Majesty's 

Advocate,    for    Iler    Majesty's    interest,    of    tlw    crime    of 

murder,    as   also   theft,    in   manner  mentioued  in   the   libel 

rai.sed  thereanent. 


Jessie  M'Tntoph 


The   Indictment. 
ML.1 


or  .MLachlan,  now  or  lately  prisoner  in 
the  prison  of  Glasgow,  you  are  indicted  and  accused  at  the 
instance  of  James  Moncreiff,  Es<i.,  Her  Majesty's  Advocate  lor 
Her  Majesty's  interest :  That  albeit,  by  the  lawt,  of  this  and 
of  every  ether  well-governed  realm,  murder,  as  also  theft,  are 
crimes  of  an  lieiiitius  nature,  and  severely  punishable:  vet  true 
it  is,  and  of  verity,  that  you  the  said  Jessie  M'In'tosh  ir 
M'Lachlan,  are  guilty  of  the  said  crime  of  murde.,  and  of  the 
said  crime  of  theft,  or  of  one  or  other  of  the  said  crimes,  actor, 
or  art  and  part ;  in  so  far  as  (1),  on  the  4th  or  oth  day  of 
July,  1862,  or  on  one  or  nther  of  the  days  of  that  month,  or 
of  June  immediately  preceding,  or  of  August  immediately 
following,  in  or  near  the  house  or  premises  ia  or  near  Sandy- 
ford  Place,  in  or  near  Glasgow,  then,  and  now,  or  lately 
occupied  by  John  Fleming,  accountant,  now  or  lately  residing 
there,  you  the  said  Jessie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lacidan  did,  wickedly 
and  feloniously  attack  and  assault  Jes.sie  M'Pherson,  otherwise 
Jessie  M'Pherson  Richardson,  then  a  servant  in  the  emplov- 
ment  of  the  said  John  Fleming,  and  resi  "in^  in  the  said  house 
or  premises  in  or  near  Sandyford  Plane  aforesaid,  now  deceased, 
and  dill  with  an  iron  cleaver  or  chopper,  or  other  similar 
edged  instrument,  to  the  prosecutor  unknown,  strike  the  said 
Jessie  M'Pherson,  otherwise  Jessie  M'Pherson  Richardson,  one 
or  more  blows  on  the  face  and  forehead,  and  sevi-ral  blows 
on  the  head  and  neck,  and  did  inflict  severe  wounds  on  the 
face,  head,  ami  neck  of  the  said  Jessie  M'Pherson.  otherwise 
Jessie  M'Pherson  Richardson,  whereby  her  skull  was  fractured, 
Vtio   Oiiici VM.se  seiiousiv    aud    moriaiiv    injured    in   iier 


ali^     olltr 
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person  ;  in  consequence  of  «hich,  or  of  part  thereof,  the  said 
Jessie  MI- hurson,  otherwise  Jessie  M'Phersnn  Richardson, 
immediately  or  sf,.,n  thereaft^-r  died,  and  was  ttms  murdered 
by  you  the  said  Jessie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lachhui  :    Farther  (2), 

Time  and  place  above  libelled, 
you  the  said  Jessie  M'lnt.wh  or  M'Lachlan  did.  wickedly  and 
feloniously,    steal    and    theftuouslv    take    awav    from   the    said 
nouse  or  premises  in  Sandyford  Place  aforesaid, 
Six  or  thereby  silver  or  other  metal  table  sj.oons, 
Six  or  thereby  plated  or  metal  dessert  spoons. 
Six  or  thereby  silver  or  other  metal  toddv  ladles 
A  silver  or  other  metal  fish  slice, 
A  silver  or  other  metal  r    -n  divider. 
Two  (,r  thereby  silver  or  other  metal  teaspoons, 
A  plated  metal  sauce  sp(,:in,  and 
Six  or  thereby  jihited  or  oth.-r  metal  forks, 
the   property    or    in    tho    hnvful    j.nssession    .'f    the    said    John 
rlemiiig,   as  also, 
A  velvet  cloak, 
A  cloth  cloak, 
A  black  silk  diess, 

A  brown  or  other  coloured  silk  dress, 
A  merino  or  other  dress, 
A  silk  jacket  or  jMilka,  and 
A  plaid, 

the  pn.,,erty  or  i„  the  lauful  pr.s.ession  of  the  said  Jessie 
Mlherson,  (uherwise  Jessie  MThcrson  Hichnrdson  now 
deceased  or  of  her  heir,  executors,  and  representatives,  or 
of  tlio  said  .To!m  Fleminpr :  And  vou  the  said  Jessie  >f'IntoRh  or 
M  Lachlan  nav  ;ip  l)cen  apprehende<l  and  taken  before  \U'\ander 
Str.Uhern,  Sheriff  Subst-tute  of  L.-uiarkshire.  and  in  his  presence 
at  Glastrow,  emit  and  subscribe  three  several  declaratioiiB, 
dated  respectively. 

1  tfb   day  (rf  .Fulv,    L^G2, 

Itith   day  of  Julv,    ISCl',   and 

21  Rt  day  of  July,  ir62  ; 
which  declarations,  as  also  the  articles,  books,  plans,  and 
writmps  or  document*,  specified  and  enumerated  in  an  inven- 
tory hereunto  annexed  and  referred  to  :  as  also  the  several 
labels  attached  to  said  articles  ;  beinp  to  be  used  against  vou 
the  sai.l  Jessie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lachlan  .it  vour  trial,  will  ' U,t 
that  purpose,  be  in  due  time  lod|re,l  in  the'  hands  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Justiciary  before  which  you  are  to  be 
tried  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  same  ; 
all  which,  or  part  thereof,  beinir  found  proven  by  the  verdict 
of  an  assize,  or  admitted  by  the  judicial  confession  of  vou  the 


The  Trial. 

said  Jessie  M'Intnsh  or  M'Lachlan,  beffire  the  Lord  Justice- 
General,  Lfinl  Justice-Clerk,  and  Lonls  Coinmissionera  of 
Justiciary,  m  a  Circuit  Court  of  Justiciary  to  be  liolden  by 
tiieni,  or  by  any  one  or  more  of  their  numlier,  \vithin  the 
burpli  of  GLaspow,  in  the  month  of  iScptember.  in  this  present 
year  18C2,  you  the  said  Jessie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lachlan  ocdHf 
to  be  punished  with  the  pains  of  law,  to  <leter  others  from 
committinir  the  like  crimes  in  all  time  comitiir 

Ad.   Gifforu,    A.D. 


i 


INVENTORY  OF  ARTICLES.  BOOKS.  PLANS,  AND 
WKITINCS.  OH  DMCCMENTS.  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE 
A!!OVE    INDICTMENT. 


1.  A  shift,  a  f-viumet,  and  a  woulli  ii  [mlka. 

2.  \  fli(>ft. 

3.  'I'hne    petticoat.'',    a   towel,    a    pettimat   crinoline,    and 
ftaye 

4.  An   irun   cliupper  or  cleaver,   with  two  l.ibels  attached. 

5.  A  kI.uss  bottle. 

6.  A   key. 

7  Two   piere     of  flooring,   hnving   footmarks   thereon, 

8  Three  pieces  of  wood,   having  footn.arks  thereon. 
9.   A  woollen  cozie  or  roinfurt. 

A  piece  of  checked   inu.^lin. 

Six    Filver    table  ppiK)n,s, 

Six   pilaleii   dessert  epoong. 

Six   silver   to<idy    Iad!e«, 

A  silver   fish   flice. 

A  Fdver  foiip  divider. 

Two  silver   tea.poons. 

A  platt'd   eauce  spoon. 

Six  [)lated  forks. 

A   box   or  trunk. 

Tbiri<'en,  or   thereby,   piece!"  of   woollen  oi   flannel   cloth 

Six.    or   thereby,   piece*   of   wincey    or    other   ck'lh. 

Twenty,    or  thereby,   pieces  of   cob'iri^   or   other    cloth. 

A  fleeve,  or  part  of  a  sleeve,  of  a  dress 

A  flannel    pi'tticoat. 

Parts  of  a  petticoat  crinoline 

A  f'raw   boriiict,   trimmed   with  blue  or  other   ribbons. 

A  black  and  blue  water  fhadcd  j;own. 

A   japanned  box. 

ve'  -t  cloak  and  a  rljth  cloak. 

blu,  ,     dref,«,    or    parts    thereof;    ;i 

an<i  a  silk  jacket  or  polka, 

p!ai(!. 

merino  Rown,  or  part*  thereof. 

iloth    cloak,   or  j>arts  thereof 
Kortyone,  or  thereby,    p:iwn   ticket* 
■\    printed  handkerchief  or   muffler 
A   fl.iniiol   prtticuat   and   a  iihift 
\  cotton   handkerchief. 
A  key. 

T'vcn  Xt^vm 


a   pair 


of 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18 
19, 
20. 
21 
22. 
23. 
24 
25. 
26 
27 
20 
29. 
30 
thereof ; 
31.  A 
32. 
33 
?4 
35 
36 
37 
38. 
39 


A 
A 


A 

A 


brown    Bilk  ilrcis,    or    part« 
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40.  Two  keys. 

41.  A  key.' 

42.  Four  p.iwii   tickets. 

43.  Two   pawn   tickets. 

44.  \Vav-lnll  titled  '■  (ila.izow  and  S.uth  WeMem  Railway  Lora! 
farcel.^  Uay-liill.  Glasgow  to  Avr,  4  50  o'clock  train,  9th  Julv"  1862" 
or  similar, y   titled. 

..  ^^''  i^\",--'''"o„'"l'''^  "  '^"■''''g""-  ■'"'d  South  Western  Haihvav  Lo.yd 
larcels  Uay-Bill.  Ayr  to  Olas-ow.  9.50  o'clock  train,  lltli  Jolv  1862" 
or  firnilarly  titled. 

46  Way-bill,  titled  '-Caledonian  Railway  fniard  in  ,  harce  (to  be 
fi  led  in  by  recisiriL'  .'■tation)  Parcel-^  Way-I!ill,  fireeno,  k  to  Hridpe 
btreet.  neji.ytnn.  10.30  a.m.  o'clock  train,  16th  day  of  July,  1862,"  or 
einiilarly  titled. 

Received  in   eood    ord.r   from  nia.=k'Ow 

or  similarly   titled 
'  Day  Book,  "1862,"     r  similarly  titled 


47.    Hook,   titled   at   the  ton 
and   Paisley  Joint   Railway   Co 
48    -     ■' 
40 
50 


Book,  tilled  on  the  'back 
Three  shirts. 
Two    pieces   of  cloth. 

nook,   titled    "  Caledonian    R;iilwav    I'arcel    liook    forwarded   Clas- 
So     Side  Station  Jatoe.'.  I.onio  Pel  Clerk."   or  .Mniilarlv   titled 
Hook,  titled  on   the  back  "  Parcel   Book   outwards," *or  similarly 
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ROW 
52 

titles 

.i.^'V-P'''''^''    K'"^    "'"''''    ""    ""'  '"!'    "  Ri^'-'ivr'd    in   L-ood  order   from 
the   l.lasL-ow  and   Pai.-iey  .Joint   Railway  Co.."   or  i-iiiularlv   titled 

54^  Si.x  plans  of  premi.-es  at  No.  17  Sandyford  Pla'ee,  Gla^L-ow 
numbered   respectively   1.   2.   3,   4,   5,  and  6. 

55.  Two  i-heets  of  paper  with   pern  il  tracincs   thereon. 
T   1      o  u"'*^oln'''  ^''^"^^   f""  rertificafe,   beariuL'  to  be   dated    "  f;ias.'ow 
i'rioo  •   l^^V  ''r.'}  *"  •"■   '"^i-^'ribed  "Geo     H.    B.   Maeleo-i,   \f  D  , 
t.Kt.S      Joseph    Hemint;,    Surgeon,"   or   to    be    oiimlarlv    dated    and 
Buhscrihed- 

57.    A    medical  or  chemical   report  or  certificate    bcMiML' 
"  Andei.'=on,an    Tniversity,    Glai-gow,    Uth    Aug.i.^t,    1862  ' 
fiii!.«.ril.ed    "Irederick    Penny,     I>rofcssor    of    Chpmi,«trv 
similarly    dateil   and    subscribed. 

,58,    Pas-ihook    of   the    \;.ti,,nal    Security   SawM^',     iiank 
titled    in.Mde."      No.    130.423  ^James   Fleming,"   or    similarly    titi  „. 

59  B.jnk  P.assbook  titled  outside,  "  Anryle  Street  Branch  Royal 
Bank  "f  S;';lland  No.  2,  in  account  with  Mr  Jame.,  Flemini?  "17 
bandyford    Place,      or  mmilarly  titled 

An    GiFiiiui.,   ,\  1) 


to  he  dated 
and  to  be 
or     to     be 

of      lilil^ttOW, 


T.IS;?  OF  WITXKSSES. 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6. 


Alexander   Slralherii.   Sheriff  Substitute    of    Lanarkshire. 
John  Geni'ricl,    writer   in   Gl.'u'i.'ow 

Peifr   Morion,  clerk    in   the   .Shenffclerk'd  ofTice   in   Glaj-fow 
Bernard    M'I,aui;hlin,    sheriff  officer    in  Glas(:ow 
Willism   Hart,   writer   in   Glasgow. 

Charles    O'Neill,    architect    and    civil    encineer    in    Glasgow     »nd 
rojudinu;   in   Abbotsford   Place.   Laiirieston,  (Jlnsnow. 

7  .lolin    Fleming,    accountant    in    Glasgow,    and    residing   in    Sandy- 
lord    I  lace,   (.lasgow.  or  at  Avondile  Lodtte,    Dunoon. 

8  John   Fleming,    junior,    ion   of  and    residing    witii   ihc    «aid   .fohn 
r  leniinK. 

9_  .Toseph  Fleming,  mirgeon,  and  residing  in  Corunna  Stre..t    (Jlas^ow 
10.   Kbene^er    Watson,    physician,    and    residing    in    NowU.n    Terrace, 
Sftuchieliall  Street,   C.lai<8ow. 


The  Trial. 


11.  Ali'xandtT  .M'Call,  a.'siFtant  5up«>nntendent  of  {<olic«,  Glasgow, 
and  re?iciin^;  in  riiaiintto  Strpet,   (.liiyyow. 

12.  Donald  Campbell,  crimuial  officer  in  tlie  Wcptern  di.^trict  of  the 
Glaseow  policp 

13.  Hohfit  J.ffifV.  ciiiiiinal  ufrupr  in  tlip  \\  o.-U'in  di.strict  of  t!.e 
Gla-^gow   [jolici'. 

14.  Audley  Thomson,  criminal  ofTiccr  m  the  Central  dL-tnct  of  the 
Glasgow  police. 

15.  William  Smith,  criminal  ofTicrr  in  t!,.  Central  district  rf  the 
Glasgow    jK)lice. 

IC.  Marj.;aret  Maclnncy  or  >farLachIan,  widow,  residing  at  I'pnniore, 
in   the  island  of  .\Iull- 

17.  Martha  .M'lntyre,  servant  to  and  residing  with  Alexander 
Stewart,  merchant,  at  Burnbank  Gardens,  Great  Westt-rii  Koad, 
Glasgow. 

18.  Mary  r)nwnip,  .servant  to  and  residing  with  Ronald  Johnftone, 
mining   engineer.   Hr.andon   I'lace.    Wp.^t   (Jeorge   Street,    ('la.~gow. 

19.  .Margaret  P'leming,  res^iding  with  the  said  John  Fleming. 

20.  Chri.^tina  Kraser,  wife  of  and  residing  with  .John  Fra."^er,  seaman, 
in  tiracp  .'Street,  Kiiinieston.  Glasgow. 

21.  Margaret  M'Kenzie  or  Caniiibell,  wifp  of  and  residing  vrith 
Donald  CaTv.pbell,  seaman,  in  Clydesdale  Buildings,  Brooniielaw  Street, 
C'tln.sgow. 

22.  Mary  Black  or  Adams,  residing   in    Holm  Street,   Glasgow 

23  Thomas  Miller,  assistant  pawnbroker,  and  residing  in  Douglas 
Street,  'Uasgow. 

24.  Thomas  Rohh.  assistant  snjiprintendpnt  of  thp  'xmthem  district 
of  the  Glasgow  police 

25.  Sarah  Adams,  servant  to  and  residing  with  .Tames  Kinloch,  coffee 
stand    keefier,    Eulinton   Street,    fll.:isgow. 

26.  Klizaheth  Coiilch  or  Rainny,  wife  of  Groigp  Rainny,  labourer. 
Holm    Street,   Glasgow. 

27.  Robert  I.iindie.  assu'^t.mt  to  .lolin  Lnndie,  pawnbroker,  Ea/it 
Cl.vde  Street,  tilasgow. 

28.  .Tames  Lean,   assistatit   to  the  snid  .T'  hn   T.nndie, 

29.  David  Ban  lay,  clerk  at  the  South  Side  station  of  the  Cal«- 
donian  RHilway  in  (il;isgow,  and  residing  in  South  Portland  Street, 
F.iaiii  ipston.   (ilaseow. 

30  .\;ii-on  Wharton,  clerk  .-it  the  't;Ltinn  in  Hamilton  of  the  Cale- 
donian Railway,  and  rpsidinn  with  David  Herd,  railway  porter,  in 
Alii'ada  Street.    Hamilton, 

.^>1.  Mar'on  Rae  or  Cha-'Kels,  wife  of  William  Chas.'el.i,  carter, 
Almada  Street,    flamillon. 

32.  Mirnlees  Ch.asspls,    son   of    the    s.iid    W'lllium    Chassels 

33.  .lanips   Chassels,  son    of    the   said    William    Chasfpln. 

34.  ,Iohn    Hamilton,    saddler.    liUckswpll.    Hamilton. 

3,')  F.li/abeth  Steel,  shopwonian  to  Jane  M'lnnps  or  Reid.  milliner, 
Argyle   Street,  Gla.«gow. 

36  Fli/aheth  Pollock  or  Gibson,  wife  of  William  Gibson,  grarier 
and   publicin.   I.,ow    Water'*,   Hamilton. 

37.  The  ntUl    William   (iihson. 

38  Daniel   !<tewart.    police   constable  in   Hamilton. 

39  MarL-aret   Gibson.   daiii.'ht*r  of    the  sai<i    \ViIli»m  Gibson. 

40  Marion  Fairley.  danghter  of  John  Fairley,  blackumith,  I.«w 
Ualen 

41  William    Pnterson.    builder,    nnmilton 

42  Andrew   Cooper,  police  constable    in    Hamilton 

43  David    Dewar,   superintendent   of  po'ire  in    Mamiltnn. 

44  Jane  Lambert  or  M'Gregor,  milliner  and  die^.-iiaker,  StobcroM 
Street      .^nilerntnn     Glivstjnw 
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45.  Catherine  Fraspr  or  Shaw,  wife  of  Alexander  Shaw,  tailor's 
cutter.   Union  Stref'f,    Hamilton. 

46.  Elizabeth  M'Crone,  shnpwonian  to  Robert  Mnrray,  dyer,  Argyle 
Street,   Glasgow,  and  re^idinfT  in  West   Nile  Street,  CUaFUOw, 

47.  R.iliert  Snence,  fnreni.'in  to  the  f.-iid  Robert  Murriiy,  and  refiding 
in    M'Nei'i    Street.  Little    (W^viui. 

48.  John    M\irray,    sheriff  othrer    in    nia.^uow. 
49    .Tnlin    Anderson,    slierifT  ofhrer  in    Olaseow. 

50.  William  Smith  Dunlop,  a.^yistant  ironmoncer  to  Jamep  Fnllerton, 
ironmonger,  Argyle  Street,  GIa?gow,  and  residing  in  North  Diindas 
Street,  (llasirow. 

51.  Jamef  F'dlerton.  junior,  assistant  to  the  .^aid  .Tn-  .es  Fu'lerton, 
and   residinLT  »-ith  him   in  Provanside,   Stirling   Road,   Glasgow. 

52.  John  Rorke,  clerk  in  the  .«t;ition  at  Glasgow  of  the  Glasgow  ,-ind 
Paisley  Joint  Railway,  Bridge  Street,  Glasgow,  and  residing  in  Mel- 
ville   Street.    Tradeston,   Glasgow. 

53.  Archibald  ^T'^Iillan.  porter,  in  the  employment  of  the  said  Glas- 
gow and  f'ai.'^ley  Joint  Railway,  in  Bridge  Street,  Glasgow,  and  residing 
in   Cook  Street.  Tradeston,    Glasgow. 

54.  William  Kerr  Craig,  r.  -i  the  general  manager's  ofTn-e  in 
Bridire  Street,  Glasgow,  of  tl  gow  and  South- Western  Railway, 
and  re'^idinc   in    Devon  Street,     .j.^-ton,   Glasgow. 

55    Robert  Blair,   clerk,    Ayr. 

66.  Robert  Young,  clerk  in  the  parcel  office  in  Bridge  Street,  Glas- 
gow, connected  with  the  Greenoi-k  .-section  of  the  Caledonian  Railway, 
and  residinc  in   Nelson  Street.  (Ilapcow. 

57.   Elizabeth    M'Laciilan   or   Reid.    wife   of   William   Reid,   paamaker, 
Priimfrocher    Road.    (Ireendck, 
5a.   The  s.-iid   Wil.i.-nn   Reid. 

59.  Donald    Laurie,    licensed    porter.     Hamilton    Street.   Greenock. 

60.  Alexander  Martin,  parcel  deliverer,  in  the  service  of  the  Cale- 
donian Railway  Company  at  Greenock,  and  rcfidinL'  in  Hill  Street, 
Greenock, 

6L  James  Hushes,  parcel  deliverer  at  the  Greenock  railway  ttatinn, 
and   residing  in    William   Street,  Greenock. 

62.  John  M'Intyre.  clerk  in  the  parcel  ofTice  at  the  ."station  in  Glas- 
gow of  the  C.reenock  Section  of  the  Caledonian  Railway,  and  re.'iding 
in   Wncxilands   Road.    Gla.sgow. 

63.  Thomas  Railton,  clerk  and  cashier  to  .Mexander  Balderston. 
accountant,  West  Nile  Street,  Gla.sgow.  and  residing  in  Renfrew  Street. 
Glasgow. 

64.  David  Caldwell,  clerk  to  the  said  Alexander  Balderston,  and 
residing;   in    CadoL'an   Street,   (Wasgow. 

65.  Alexander   Baxter,    joiner,   residing    in    Garscube    Road,   Gl.xsgow. 
66    Ge(  rge  }fiisliand    Baird    Macieod,  physician  and  surgeon.   r.Mding 

in    Wr.odside  Crescent,    Glasgow. 

67.  William    Macirill,   surceon,  residing   in  George  Street.   Glasgow. 

68.  .Tames  M'Lachlan,  seaman,  and  residing  in  Broomielaw  Street, 
Glasgow 

69  Hugh  M'Cairley.  ipiartermaster  on  board  the  "  Pladda  "  jtt^-amer 
plying  betwi.xt  Glasgow  and  Waterford.  and  residing  in  Oak  Street, 
Anderston,    Glasiiow. 

70.  James  Fleming,    residing   with  John    Fleming,    before  desii^ned. 

7L  Andrew  Il.irni^y,  pallenmiaker  at  the  '-"alkirk  Iron  \\orkF.  and 
residing  in   High   Street,   Falkirk. 

72.  William  M'Kiin,  teller  in  the  office  of  the  National  Security 
Savings  Bank,  Wilson  Street,  Glasgow,  and  i  .iding  in  Argyle  Street, 
Glasiiow. 
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73    Tho,na.«  Pnmervail.  aeent  for  the  Areyle  Street  branch    GLvsaw, 
of    the    Royal    B;ink   of    Scotland,    and     re.-idinR    in    Lyned.ich    street, 

'  74.'''Andrew    Slor...,  clerk   and    cashier  to   John   Flemina.    accountant, 
before  desianed.    and    residing   in    Douglas  Street.    Glasgow. 

75.  .luhn"M'.\lli.-ter,  calendorcr.   West  Georgo   Street,    Glasgow,   and 
re.Mdini;   in  Berkeley   Terrace,   Glasgow.  .        ,        .     , 

76    l-'rederi-k    I'cntiy,    Professor   of   Cliemi.-try    in    the    AnHcr.'onian 

I'nivpr.'itv.   Gla.^cow.  ,     t  i       m.i-  cv 

77.  Marv    M'l'herson    or   M'Kinnen,    wife    of    Jnlin    M  l\nin' n,    ti^n- 
monger,' r'f.-idins    in  Ann   Street.    Greenock,  .,,    „   ,      ,  o.    »or» 

78.  Elizabeth  Brownlie,  servant  to  :ind  residing  with  Robert  Mewarl, 
iewcller,   Sandvford   Place,    afore.^aid.  .        r       i 

79.  John     Reekie,     clerk     to     Hart     &     Gemm.-l.     procurators-ri.-=cal, 

Glafu'ow.  ,       .        ,  /  ,., 

80.  Harriet  Bain,  a  fom.-ilo  warder  in  the  prison  of  (.lasgow. 


Lisi     OF     ExcuLr-\TonY     \Vitne=.ses     for    ^T^s.     Jessie     .M'Intosh     or 
M'Lachlan,   presently   Prisoner   in   the  Prison   of  Glasgow. 

1/80.  Crown    witnesses,    as    'lamed    and    designed    in   li?t    annexed    fo 

Indictment.  ,.,     .  i     ,  u 

81.  Mrs.  Mary  Fullerton  or  Smith,  wife  of  Alexander  Smith,  labourer, 
in   Richard   Street,  Glai^gow. 

82.  James    V\  ..Iker,    grocer,    residing    in    or    near   Elder.-^lio    street, 
G!.i.«aow.  ,      ,  IT 

83.  .Mrs.  Walker,    wife    of    and    residins;    with   the    said    Janiet> 
Wiilker. 

84.  Mrs.  Jessie  .M'Kinnon.  wife  of  Duncan  M'Kinnon,  .^lup  carpenter, 
and   residmt,'  in  "r  near  Dover  Street,  G  'sgow. 

85.  .Ann  .Maelnto-xh,  now  or  lately  residint;  at  or  near  CornhiU. 
Hope  Terrace.    Whitehouse  Gardens,    Edinburgh. 

86.  Mrs.  Sarah  Thomas,  shopkeeper,  in  or  near  Broomielaw  Street, 
Gl.vgow.  .        r, 

87.  Jean  Mann,  servant  to  and  residing  with  M;.  uohn  Konaidson. 
vi  tualler,   in  or   near   Bridgeirate.   Glasgow. 

ci8.  Daniel  Paton.  furniture  dealer,  residing  in  or  near  Bridgegate, 
Glasgow. 

89.  DonaJ.l  M'Quarry,  re.Mding  in  or  near  Wnter  Street.  Port  Dundas. 
Glasgow. 

90.  George  Paton.  residing  in  Riirnside  Buildings,  in  or  near  Burn- 
fifle  Street,  Covaddens,   Glasgow. 

91.  Alexander  Cameron,  jioliceman  B17.  one  of  the  Glasgow  [Kjlice 
force,   attached   to    the    Western    Police    Office.    Glasgow. 

92.  John    L.auder,   grain   dealer.    West  Street,  Tradeston,  Glasgow. 

93.  Andrew  Murray,  junior.  Writer  »'<  the  Signet,  and  residing  in 
Edinburgh. 

Ol  Thomaii  Chapmmi.  now  or  lately  chief  clerk  in  the  Grown  ()m<P, 
Parliament  Squnr.".    Edinburgh. 

95.  Thomaj!  Shillinglaw.  now  or  lately  seoond  clerk  in  the  said 
office.  . 

96.  David   Duncan,  now  or  lately   third   clerk  in  the  said  office. 

97.  W'diam  Milrov.  now  or  lately  fourth  clerk  in  the  »aid  office 

98.  .T.   M.  Adam,   now  or  lately  'fifth  clerk  in  the  said  offl.  e 

9^)  George  >PQiieen,  now  <ir  l.itely  clerk  in  the  Justiciary  Office. 
Recrister   House,   Edinburgh, 

100.  J  W.  Hamilton,  now  or  lately  Depute-Clerk  of  Juiticikry. 
F.dinhurch- 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


i 


ciy^:iMir2s'(ua;;;:;w°'  "'^  ''■""" '•"'^  '^'•^'"-  -^  ^--^^^.3, 

Jn?'   rw''*'  ^'''■?.'"c1-   'i'^^^f-nsw-at  arms,  and   residing  i„   (;l,.,..aw 
GlLln}  '^■"■l'^'n:,n.     ju„i„r.    MI,.,    reMdinu     i-,    Atl,„l,.     Place, 

GlaSo  "  ^     Maodondd,    general   broker,  in  or  near    M'Alp.ne   Street] 
Olillro""''"    ^''""'^""''''''    ^'™''^'^-'  '•^"'^»'--  in   ".■   near   M'Alpine    Street, 

112.  John  Matthew.,,  billposter    in  or  near  Ropework  l^ane    Glasgow 
3    .Tames    M'Lay.   rope  .p.nner    ,n   Glas.^ford   Street,  (ila.cow     ' 

114,    Malcolm   Campbe    ,  na.ner  of  the   steampi-   "  V„I„o^  •  °      j 
or  lately   re.sidini:  in   Rothesay     '"""^'*«amei        \  ulran,      and  now 

llfi'    v'Z     T^''""P'''"-,  ^r7?t<.r.   re.cidJpc   in   Kent    Rn,id.  Gla.sgow 
116,  .James   Thomson,    hotel-keeper,   Diinonn  ^ia.t,ow. 

JamVs  Thomson.  ■■^'  "  '^'"""""-  '''^''  "'  '-""^  --'1'"-'  "''h   "-  -'d 

GlSow."^"''    ^'""•"''■'''    '""■"^    '""^    "'"'•    ""^^^'^■■'"t'     Charin.:    Cms.,. 

120.  Pearce  Adolph„.«  Simp=.m,  ^I,D,,   West  Regent  Street    Glasgow 
21.  Tho.nas  \\,-,t,.on,    M,P  .   West  Recent   Street,   GLkIsow 
oSnv.        "  ^"^''''"■^"-  ^f  ri,.  now  or  lately  residing  in  York   Street. 

StrS,  G|":Z-k"'''""""'    """''^^■"-   '"''''''''    '•   "••  --  >^"    6   Shaw 

I^S'   D?.n7,*n"pSTm-n'"'''"   '"^  '""''"'™-   ^''^'-'h   Stre.t.  Glasgow, 
field   r.;!r'?"is]e.'fc   ??^S^'   ""^^  -  ■^'"'^  --i-^   in  Spring- 

127'   ?rV\ii>  "r';;'^;'*"'-'^   »"   "'■    ^^    ^V,!.son.    writer.  GIa.,gnw 
128'   V,,r    Ir  ^•"''"P-.""^'-'hant,  re.Mding  in  Rov.d  Terr;.re   Glasgow 
oo    r,"';''  "^  f'"'^"-''-  '"y  fort^r.  in  or  near   liridgegate.   Gla..^w 
Glbgo,^'"^"'"   "^*'^-  """'  ">•  '^'^'y  ^''^i'Jins  -n  nr  near  Holm   Street. 

GuTgow^'""^'  Tnvlor,  oil  and  ,  oionr  merchant,  in  or  near  Holm  Street, 

Ro!!FIlT     M<(T,F.\N, 

An„moN.u,  rT.T  OP  W,,.,,.p,  i,  Kv,.„lp..„i„n  for  Mrs  ,I,sm,.  MTnt-.h 
or  MLa,d,Ian  tndMed  for  Mur.ler  and  Theft,  at  the  Gla.Row 
Autumn  Gireint,   18f>2,  "^ 

Colin  Campbell,  police  roti^tahle.  \\.>.«(,.,n  l>i=tri,  .   „f  p,  Ij.p.  Gl,„g„^ 

\n<,M     R       MvNN.ATTNB. 

Loni  Do.i.  fln<l.  th,.  libel  rolevnnt  to  infor  ti,o  pnins  of  law. 
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Evidence  for  Prose  utioii. 

The  pannel.   havinp  pleaded  not  eruiUy,  's\a8  remitted  to  an 

AssizL'.   and   the  f'.llou  in'j-  jiirv   wn^^   b:illoIed  :  — 

Akx.    Saltoii,  coniinission   :ij.i.t,    Mill' i    ^trevt,   Glasgow. 

Win.    Hi'lhcirii  Fyi'e,   ship  fliainller,   Shaw    I'lace,  Gruunnck. 

Wm.   Siijith.   whole.sale  grocer,  Argyle  Street,  Glasgow, 

Geo.   H.   Stephenson,  brassfoimder,  Maxwuli  Street,  Glasgow. 

Andrew  Spencer,  coahnaster,  Wishaw. 

Andrew   Black,   saddler,   West  Cainpl>ell   Street,   Glasgow. 

John  Stalker,  jini..  Hank   Street,   Pai.sley. 

Alex.    Phillips,    Trongate,    Glasgow. 

IJobcrt  Watson,  colour  merchant,   Stow  Street,  Paisley. 

Gavin   Hamilton,  cartwright.   St.   James's   Koud,  Glasgow. 

Jnhn  Campliell,   grocer,   Alexamlria. 

.John  Ma.rshall,  farmer.  West  Hills  I.K)chwinnoch. 

John   Brodie,   spirit   dealer,    St<il)cross    Street,    Glasgow. 

Donald  M'Ponald,  juii.,  merchant,  Ardgowan  Square, 
Greenock. 

Patrick    Riddell,   spirit  dealer,   Stobcross   Street,  Glasgow. 
Who  were  all  duly  sworn  to  try  tho  libel. 

A  special  defence  for  the  prisoner  was  here  read. 

SiEfr.vi,  Defence  fur  Mrs.  Jessie  Mintosh  or  M'Lacldan  to  the 
Indictment  against  her  at  tho  instance  of  Her  Majesty's 
Advocate. 

The  I'aimel  pleads  net  ^niilty,  and,  without  prejudice  to  that 
plea,  she  specially  pl-vols  that  the.  murder  alleged  iii  the 
Indictment  was  coiiiniitted  by  James  Fleniini.'.  now  or  lately 
residiiiL'  with  John  riemitig,  accountant,  in  or  near  Sandyford 
Place,  Glasgow. 

In  respect  whereof,  HonKur  M  m  Lia.n.  of  Counsel  for  the 
Pannel. 

The  following  oviiienoe  ^' as  adduced  in   proof  of  the  libel:  — 


iiy    her    in    his 
and  sober  senscp. 


Evid^'nce  for  the   Prosecution. 

1.   At.E.x.WDER  STU.\Tni:itN",   SherifT-Siib'^titute  of  Lanarksliirc,  a.  Strathern 
shown    declarations    of    tlie    pri.soner,    datol    14th,     IGth,    and 
21«t    July,    deponed    that   they   were    eniitt^'d 
presence,  freely  and  \oluntarily.  in  her  Round 
and  after  receiving  the  usual  warning. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  HcTHKRFCRn  Ci..ark — I  think  tho 
husband  of  the  prisoner,  who  had  been  ayiprehended  on  a 
warrant,  was  eramined  first.  Tiio  iiusband  .■ind  wife  were 
included   in  the  saiiic  chargt.       It  eame  tt;  be  known  to  me 

II 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


A.  Strathern  that  the  hu,sb:ind  ha,!  left  Ghjsgow  on  the  mornin-  of  4th  of 
JuiV,  and  did  not  return  till  late  the  followii!-  week.  I 
can't  answer  more  distinctly  as  to  when  it  became  known  to 
me  tliat  he  had  left  Glasgow.  The  husband  was  examined 
first,  his  examination  lasting  within  an  hour.  I  think  it  was 
m  the  course  of  the  examination  that  I  came  to  know  that 
he  had  been  out  of  t(,wn.  The  wife  was  examined  after  the 
husband.  I  told  her  she  might  decline  to  answer  anv  ques- 
tions. Her  examination  continued,  I  think,  four  "hours, 
iho     examination     was     taken     in     the     usual     wav  The 

Pr,,curator-fiscal  asked  the  questions,  so  far  as  I  allowed  him, 
and  I  dictated  the  answers  t<j  a  clerk.  She  wa.s  again 
examined,  some  articles  having  been  found  in  the  interval  bear- 
ing on  the  case.  The  second  examination  was  conducted  in 
the  same  way  as  the  first,  but  she  volunteered  an  exi)lanation 
which  I  thought  it  riL'lit  to  take  down.  The  articles  were 
shown  while  the  interrogatories  were  put.  Some  introductory 
interrogatories  were  put  first.  These  lasted  oniv  a  few 
mmute-s.  The  decIara<-ion  shows  the  time  and  place  ^\here 
the  articles  were  found. 

John  Gemmel  •).  John  Gemmel,  joint  Procurator-fiscal,  deponed  to  the 
declarations  of  the  prisoner  having  been  freelv  and  vohmtarilv 
emitted  in  his  presence. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Claiik— I  believe  the  hush.nnd  of 
the  prisoner  was  apprehended  on  the  same  charge.  He  was 
liberated    immediately    after    the   pannel    was    ex7imined  It 

was  not  known,  tlnnigh  reported,  that  tlie  husband  had  left 
town  between  the  4th  July  and  the  end  of  the  followin-  week. 
v\e  had   no  means  of  ascertaining  it. 

Do  you  mc:in  to  say  that  it  was  not  well  ascertained.  l)efore 
his  examination,  that  he  liad  been  out  of  (Jjas'^ow  durino-  the 
period  to  which  I  refer?— I  don't  think  so. 

Did  you,  as  Procurator-fiscal,  examuie  the  pannel  and  her 
husband,  on  one  citation,  with  havins,'  committed  tlir  crimes 
of  murder  and  tlieftJ— I  did.  I  di,l  not  personallv  make 
inquiries  after  the  husband,  but  I  g,it  reports  from  sr.me  of 
the  criminal  officers. 

Had  you  not  got  reports  from  some  of  the  criminal  officers 
prior  to  the  examinati.m /— I  mav  ;  i  id  personallv  I  made 
some  investigation  helore  he  was  examined.'  I  had'no  reason 
to  believe  that  he  was  out  of  town  before  that  period.  I 
cannot  say  I  had  any  reason  to  doubt  it. 

By  Lord  Dea.'^—I  can  neither  state  whetlier  I  doubted  it  or 
not.  I  was  not  satisfied  that  he  was  out  (f  tow;,.  It  was 
stated  by  some  persons  in  the  house  where  the  husb;ind  was. 
I  had  reason  to  doubt  it,  because  I  was  not  satisfied  that  he 
was  oiit  of  town. 
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Mr.  Clark Did  vou  not  sa\  that  vou  had  no  reason  to  doubt  John  Gemmel 

it?       Did  you  not  say  so'i — I  tliinli  I  did. 

Mr.   Clauk — And  now  you  say  you  had! 

Lord  Deas  asked  Mr-  Gemmel  whethi-r  the  fcllowinir,  which 
he  had  taken  down,  was  correct  :— "  I  heard  he  liad  been  out 
of  towT.  from  the  morning  of  the  itli.  and  I  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  he  had  been  so.        I  was  not  satisfied   it   was  true."  — 

Yes.  .    ^ 

Mr.  Clauk— Mr.  John  Lanp,  Procurator-hscal,  gave  informa- 
tion  of  this  charge? — Yes. 

Did  Mr.  Lang  tell  you  the  prisoner's  husband  had  been  out 
of  town  during'^that  "iit'riodi — I  told  you  it  was  re[iorted  he 
was  out  of  town. 

Did  you  make  imiuiry  at  tlie  agent  of  the  ship  at  GlasL'owl— 
I  made  imiuiry.  I  did  not  receive  an  answer  before  the 
husband  vras  examined.  I  lliink  the  in(iu;ry  at  the  aeent's 
was  made  after  tlie  husband's  examinatinn,  and  before  he  was 
directed  to  be  released. 

3.  William    II.\kt,    joint    Procurator-fiscal,    Glasgow,    being  willlam  Hart 
Bhown  a  declaratitn  date<l  21st  July.  de{ione<i — It  was  made  by 

the  prisoner  freely  and  voluntarily  in  my  presence,  when  she  was 
in  her  suund  and  sober  senses,  and  after  she  had  been  duly 
warned. 

4.  ,'oHN    Flemixo.    accountant,    Glasgow,    examined    by    Mr.  John  Fleming 
GiFKOHi'-    I     reside    at     17     Sandyfonl     Place,     Glasgow.        It 

is  a  trround  Hat,  street  flat,  and  a  tiat  above.  The  house 
enters  by  half  a  dozen  steps  from  the  paveinent.  I  resided 
with  part  of  my  family  there,  and  part  was  at  Dunoon.  I 
wcs  in  Glasgow  on  Friday,  the  1th  July.  From  Friilay  to 
Monda,-  I  was  generally  in  Dunoon.  I  left  my  house  for  my 
countiiiir-hnuse  on  the  -ith  July,  in  the  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 
My  ciuinting-house  is  in  ^t.  Vincent  Place.  I  left  my  office 
at"  ttiree  o'c'  ick  afternoon  for  Dunoon,  without  goino:  to  the 
house  in  Sai.dyford  Place.  My  father.  James  Flemiiiir,  and 
the  sorvint  Jess  M'Pherson  were  left  in  the  house  at  Sandyford 
Place  on  Jiat  Friday  morning.  Jess  M'Pherson  is  the  name 
of  the  deceased.  I  never  knew  she  was  called  Richardson  till 
after  her  deatii.  So  far  as  I  know,  these  were  the  only  two 
persons  left  in  the  house  tliat  morning,  I  had  two  female 
servants  at  Duiindu. 

By  T^uni  Dkas — These  two  servants  were  ne\er  at  Sandyford 
Place        Thev  had  conic  but  recontlv. 

Examination  re8ume<l— My  sister,  Marearet  Fleminir,  was  at 

Dunoon.        My    son    left    the    house    with    me    on    the    Friday 

morning        He    was    in    the    countinfr-house    during    the    day. 
II. i       -1 i,       r^ u..       I,; u       <i.,.*       r..;.!.'.,. 
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Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


John  Fleming  afternoon, 
fact,     he 

Monday. 
with     my 

years  ago. 


Lusii 


iie     WW     at      Duno(,n      ail      Friday      night-      in 

remained      at      Dunoon      from      Friday     night'    tiU 

,;L;  ''""^T        i"^    '^'V^''    "^    the-housl    along 

S      l,>       ^.'^'-'''''''^     ^^'^^     ^'*tl'     '"e     several 

^  hv  leit  niL-  three  years  ago  to  commence  a  little 


ne^=i   lor  herself   m    a   small  grocery.        I  never   was   in   it 
tor'^  "^j;  ';.--"'^-"l"-l  -'  Pa.f.k  iioad,  near  L  Vinnit 

years  an  cam  1  '  Y  wl"?  "'-'i  ''''''''  ^  *^""k'  ^"^""^  three 
years,  an.  came  back  Whitsunday  was  a  year  past  or  there- 
ahouts  It  was  my  hal.it  to  l,..,.,.  h.r  in  charge  of '  tS  ,  h.uso 
^ide  at  summer  ,uariers.  .She  .as  in  charge  of  the  ho  e 
all  the  present  summer.  She  occasionally  visited  usat  our 
summer  quarters,  but  net  oiten  She  was  nTt\T  u 
^th  me  on  either  Fi-iday.  Saturday, 'oi'sm^Lr  I'r^  3 
bv  the  ten  o  clock  boat  from  liotiiesay  on  M.'.nday  mornint 
and  arrived  ,n  Gla.sgow  about  half-pa;;t  twelve.  "l  Took  tit; 
boat  to  Ureenock,  and  train  from  there  to  Glasgow        ?  wen? 

me     •   ]     L  J^-'   T"/^^'^    '.'"■'■'^■'-■^    ^'^   ^1'^   "'fi^''^   before 

me.  le  t    ihe    ofhee    at    four   Q-clock   with    the  intention  of 

at   U  out  hTlf  n  " t  7"^"^  t'  '""'•■'""*  ^''''^^'  ^^J^i^^'  I  -•-■J'ed 
on    the    way     '^  ""■       ^  "''"'^  '"  '^^'  ^'^^''''^  ^^^  butcher's 

How  dul-you  pet  into  your  house?-!  rang  the  bell. 

M  ho  oja.ned  the  door /-I  th.nk  my  son  opened  the  door 
but. he', 's'^^   '"*  *^"'  ^"'"'  ^"   '>'^''''   '-   ^^i^i'^  I    -a.  in  the 

L,,rd    Ue.as— Have  you   only   one   son?~Only   one 

Kxammation  resumed-Well,  toll  us  exactly  what  took  placeT 

-Ihe  o  d  man  was  standing  at  the  head  of  the  lubby.^mgh 

o     he  clock       Mv  son  had  ,,assed  on,   and   was  standing  n  S 

ha  "with  ■  ir  "t"'*^  ^^'^'^r'  ••^^■"  -  i'nmediatelv'hefo  e 
that  with  some  eollo,,s,  which  I  had  ordered  for  dinner  and 
-ere  lai.l  at  the  head  of  the  stair  leading  do«n  to  tl      k  tclien 

he  young  nu.n  saul,  "  There  is  no  use  sending  anvtlu  g  for 
dinner  here  ;  th.Me  is  m.bodv  to  cook  it  "  He  -dlude  t  III 
old  man,   my   father,    and   added     -  He  s^ys   lu  . 

her  sii^e  Friday  and  that  her  niom  "1;^^ 'i' '' ""Vi;::; 
were  the  words  he  expressed  ;  .an.l  1  thought  it  a  surpri  inl 
«tory  a.s  she  was  of  steady  hab.ts.  My  son  a,  ded.^"  sEf 
may  bo  lying  dead  in  her  room  for  anything  he  known  "I 
put  down  my  hat  on  the  lobby  table  at  the  head  of  the  stair 

f?ll       ^k'u'^'"*,    ''"^^'^    ""•"'•'i'n'.''.v.         I 'went    down    fir  t 
followed  by  the  other  two.        (  ,vent  into  the  kdchen.  ^.Ihned 

nar^::b:.."!:    r  ''!:i.'t  «-  -^  ^^"r'-  ■   "b^-ved  nothing 


particular 


in    the    kitchen    to    ntft-o^* 
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did  not  look.  From  tlitre  i  went  Xu  tlie  Beivant's  loom  John  nemlBg 
duor,  which  is  on  the  same  lioor  as  tJie  kiuhen.  I  found  the 
door  locked,  with  no  key  in  it.  From  tliere  I  passed  into 
a  sunk  .sloruroi'iii  ^r  jiantry.  my  first  idea  being  that,  as  theie 
was  an  njrenini^  in  liie  giatnii;  in  that  room,  a  wintlow  with 
iron  stanciiions,  and  by  pushing  open  which  entrance  is  pot 
int<j  the  area,  I  could  po  into  the  area  and  look  into  the 
wervant's  loom,  and  see  if  I  could  observe  anything,  and  very 
likclv  to  open  the  window  and  go  in.  The  windows  of  the 
servant's  room  both  look  into  the  area;  there  are  three 
windows  in  the  area.  It  struck  me,  on  second  tliourrht,  that 
there  miij-ht  be  a  key  in  t!ie  pantry  door  that  would  suit  the 
biMiroom  door.  I  turned  to  the  door,  found  the  key  in  the 
lock,  passed  it  into  tlie  lock  of  the  bedroom,  and  it  opened 
it  at  once.  When  I  opened  the  door  the  room  was  in  a  half- 
darkened  state.  The  window  Minds  were  dowTfi,  and  one-half 
of  the  window  shutters  wer^,  clo.sed.  The  bed,  wliirh  was 
placed  with  the  foot  to  the  door  and  the  head  to  the  window, 
was   removed   about  a  foot  and  a  half  from  the  wall. 

Lord  liE.\s — What  do  you  mean  by  the  bed  beinsr  about  a  foot 
and  a  hah'  from  the  wall?  Do  yuu  ^no.iu  that  the  back  of  the 
bed  was  tiiat  dist:\ncp  from  the  wall? — Yes. 

Examination  continue*!— 1  passed  on  to  tiie  foot  of  the  l>ed, 
and  there  discoven.'d  the  servant's  body  lying  on  the  floor 
with  the  feet  towards  the  wimiow  and  the  head  towards  the 
oppositi'  end  of  tlie  roimi.  incHning  towards  the  door,  in  a 
slantimr  position  alongside  the  bed.  The  Ixidy  was  naked 
from  the  small  ((f  the  back  downwards,  entirely  naked  :  the 
ujipcr  part  of  the  budy  was  covered  with  some  dark 
clotliiiET,  as  was  also  part  of  the  head.  I  exclaimed, 
"Good  God,  here  she  is  lying  here  I  "  or  words  to 
that  effect.  My  father  and  my  son  were  then  standing  at 
my  back,  and  they  reiterated  similar  words  of  sur{)rise.  They 
said,  ••  This  is  dreadful !  "  or  something  to  that  effect.  I  touched 
untiling  in  any  way,  but  said,  "Come  upstairs  with  mc," 
and  ran  dut  to  call  some  of  the  neitrhbours  or  tlie  police  to  see 
this.  We  all  went  upstairs  acconlingly.  and  I  passed  out  at 
tlie  hall  door  and  ran  along  tlie  row,  calUnir  at  several  of  my 
nei(:hbours'  doors  to  bring  them  in.  I  fnund  «ome  of  the  doors 
loekcd,  and  at  others  learned  that  the  gentlemen  had  not  come 
home  for  dinner.  I  was  unsuccessful  in  finding  any  fiartv  to 
take  in,  nlthough  several  of  the  gentlemen  were  expected  almost 
immodiati  ly.  I  then  passed  out  to  the  street,  and  met  one 
g('nth'm:iii  at  tlie  entrance  to  the  row.  I  told  him  what  had 
occurred,  and  aske<l  him  to  come  in  :  but  he  declined,  saving, 
"  No,  no;  you  have  said  enough  to  frighten  me  from  my  <hnner." 
I  then  went  to  the  butcher's  shop  at  the  corner,  where  I  had 
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'ivvta    illlii. 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


John  F.em.n.  a  Imrned  muaur  to  rur,  down  to  t!..  police  office,  saving 
that  .omelun.  d.eadlul  had  taker,  place 'at  my  house, -aSd 
that  had  tound  my  servants  body  dead  on  the  floor  He 
accordm^Wy  ran  in  the  oirection  of  the  police  otHce,  vlule  I 
went  along  the  street  ,n  the  direction  of  North  Street, \vith  the 

hin,V  ^^^"-^"y''n;'  told  hm.  v.h.t  had  happened,  and  asked 

Lim  to  come  into  the  house  with  me 

T  t!^"?.'"'''r^^'''  '■"-"  "'™'^  '"'''  you?-IIe  came  -.vitli  me,  and 
I  took  h.m  downstairs  and  showed  him  the  bodv.  He  put  his 
finger  on  the  hip  and  said,  •(Mite  cold;  has  "been  de^.d  ior 
some  time,     and  asked  me  if  I  had  sent  for  the  police 

^o  matter  what  took  place,  did  the  police  .omei-The  police 
came  soon  afterwards.  ^ 

Chrl^  rV"'''"   "'    ^"V'""'-^'   ^'^^'•''-V^'s:    I    brought    in    Mr 

w  n'ltt;  "  ^"'■""■'  ""^  ^''?  ^'"  P^'''^'^  authorities%ame,  and 
^^ent  ..to  the  e.amina  ion.  Dr.  Watson  and  the  police  su  j^eon 
went  down.^tairs  together  after  the  latter  came 

Did  the  police  surgeon  or  the  police  come  first /-I  think  the 
pohce  surgeon  came  first.     His  name  is  Dr.  Josej,h  Flemin.^ 

Mr.  GiFFORi,-;\hat  do  you  mean  by  saving  that  part  of  the 
body  was  covered  with  a  dark  clothTdo  ^011"  mean  \..  at  there 
was  a  cloth  thrown  over  the  body,  or  that  there  was  clothing 
eve  tU.  TTV^I^I  '"  '■'■'""'^^'^  '^"">'-'  'J'^'-k  cloth  throwf 
t'e'bod^'If'drrsJl'''  ^"*  ^^'^"""^  ''      '  '^  -^*  ---  that 

find  the  body  in  the  same  state   as  it   was   when   you   left?— In 
exactly  the  same  sta  e.  '        n^Hf— in 

Did  you  notice  then,  or  when  you  came  back,  the  state  of  the 
room   oherwKse^-There   was   a    basin-stand   at    the     eftl  and 
of    he  door  going  into  the  deceased's  bedroom.      In  this  Cn 
I  observed  sonieth.ng  resembling  the  spitting  of  blood.      I  did 
not  see  any  more  blood  in  the  room  at  that  time;  I  did  not 
however,  examine  lue  room  more  {.articularly,  and   I  think  I 
did    not   examine    the   floor    of    the   kitchen.  ^  The    aut  Wie 
examined  the  tioor  of  the  kitchen.     I  left  them  that  S  o' 
early  next  monung  m  possession  of  the  house.      I  did  not  see 
my  lather  till  I  went  lu.me  on  Monday  at  four  o'clock     i' de  d 
I  did   not  see  iiim  in  the  uouse  from   Friday  till  the  Mond^^' 
afternoon.     I  must  have  seen  him  in  the  counting-house  dmS"^ 
the  course   of  I-nday       I  believe  the  deceased   was  on   Fii  ft 
monung  in  her  usual  state  of  h-^alth.     I  was  in  the  habit  S 
intormmg  her  when  I  left  home  it  I  would  not  be  home  in  the 
evening.     I  am  prettv  sure  that  I  i^'d  he-  H-.=-  F= -:.!.._ 
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tliat   I   \\ouUl  not    be  liume   that  t.'ening.      When   ducuased   k-ft  John  Fleming 

me  three  years  ago  she  did  so  on  account  of  her  health;   phe 

WPS  very  hihous,  and  mucli  troubled  with  lier  sto'jiach.     When 

she  ("luif   to   me   h.st   she  enjoyed   better  health  than   she  did 

fjreviou.sly.      For  sonie  time  Ixt'ore  her  <leath  she  was  generally 

in  good  health.      I  could  not  say  that  ever  I  heard  there  was 

a   quarrel   or  luisunderst  inding  between   her    and    any   member 

of  my  family.     1  had  great  confidence  in  her.     I  ean.e  back  to 

my  house  in  Sundyford  Place  on  the  forenoon  of  Tuesday.     1 

think    I    made    a    good    search    upon    Monday    evening    before 

leaviiiL',  to  see  if  any  of  my  property  were  missing.      I  missed 

several  silver  and  plated   articles,  wlueh  the  deceased  had  out 

for    daily    use    from   the    sideboard    in    the    dining-room.         I 

could  not  at  the  moment  enumerate  the  different  articles.     In 

these   I   <lo   not   include   forks  and   knives,   which   were   not   of" 

nuieh   value.      The   cruet-stand   was   not   amissing.      I   found    it 

lying   under  the  table   in    the   servant's   bedroom,    near  to   the 

l)ody  of  tlie  deceased  ;  it  was  without  the  bottles.      I  did  not  at 

the  time  make  a  comjilete  .search,  but   I  made  one  afterwards, 

and  1  missed  the  following  articles,  which  I  am  now  shown:  — 

Six    silver   table   spoons,   six   plated   dessert    spoons,    six   silver 

toddy  ladles,  a  silver  fi.sh  slice,  a  silver  soup  divider,  two  silver 

teaspoons,    a    plated    sauce   spoon,    and    six    plated    forks.      All 

these  articles   are  my  property,   and  were  in   my   house  when 

I  left  on  Friday  moniintr.     (Witness  shown  what  appeared  to  be 

an  old  wimlow  eurtain.)     When  I  saw  this  before  I  thought  it 

was  V-,-'-  like  a  piece  eii  window  curtain  I  had  seen  in  the  house. 

There  were  similar  sliort  screens  about  the  servant's  room.     I 

knew  the  pannol,  ;.s  nearly  as  I  recollect,  about  four  or  five  years 

ago:  she  was  housemaid  for  about  two  years,  and  went  down 

to    the    coast    some    months    with    the   family.      .Since   then    I 

recollect  her  calling  at  the  house  with  a  child  in  her  arms,  when 

she  spoke  to  some  of  the  servants,  and  was  asking,  I  suppose. 

if  we  were  all  well. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr,  ('i..\nK— Mv  father,  James  Fleming, 
generally  attended  my  office,  lie  went  about  and  collected 
some  small  weekly  rents,  of  which  J  gave  him  the  charge.  The 
prtijierties  of  whieh  he  collected  the  rents  were  old  and  decayed, 
and  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  about  the  Old  Wynd.  They 
were  generally  high  houses,  with  common  stairs",  and  the 
tenants  did  not  stay  long  in  them  at  a  time.  This  was  the 
way  he  was  occupied  about  last  .July,  When  I  left  him  on  the 
Friday  he  was  quite  well.  He  was  often  ailing  with  cold,  but 
lie  was  quite  well,  I  think,  th  aorning.  I  tldnk  lie  was  quite 
well  when   I  returned  on  the  I    ..ndav 

Did  you  know  whether  you  could  get  in  by  the  servant's 
bedroom  window? — I  did  not;  it  might  be  snibbed  inside. 

i-*;a  yovi  ;vr;c"   lurii  tiicro  v\ti"c  DlaiicinunN  ni     iiiut  wuiuow? — 
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John  Flemtng  There  are  starxliinns  :  hut  it  did  not  rucur  to  me  at  the  time 
thiit  there  w.re  stanchions.  The  stanchions  in  the  servant's 
bednujra  window  are  quite  entire.  My  first  intention,  if  vou 
will  allow  me  to  .state  it,  was  to  go  to  the  area  to  look  into 
the  servant'.^  room  window  to  see  what  I  could  see:  certainly 
with  the  iiittntion  of  openiiipr  the  window  and  pcttinfr  in  if  I 
could.  !  fijund  a  key  in  the  pantry  <loor,  and  took  Tt  out  to 
see  if  1  could  get  into  the  servant's"  room. 

When  you  put  the  key  into  the  lock  did  vou  press  out  anv 
key  inside?—!  do  not  think  it:  the  kev  weiit  in  freelv  :  I  did 
not  hear  any  key  fall  inside. 

Have  you  always  thought  sol— I  <],.  not  know  how  to  answer 
that  (|Ufsti()n, 

I  will  tell  you  how  to  answer— have  you  expressed  that 
opinion  to  any  one /—I  do  not  think  so:  but  if  there  had  been 
a  key  in  the  door  1  think  I  would  have  found  it. 

Did  you  say  to  the  policeman  Cameron  th  it  tlie  kcv  fell  into 
the  inside? — I  cannot  recollect. 

Did  you  say  so  to  Dr.  Wat.son?— I  do  not  think  I  did 
Did  you  say  so  to  Mr.  Chrystal/— I  do  not  think  I  did. 
Will  you  swear  that  the  door  was  locked  at  all?— Tee. 
You  can  tell  whether  you  said  the  kev  was  inside  or  not  ?— 1 
really  cannot  Bay. 

When  did  you  see  the  articles  last  bef.u-e  vou  missed  them?— 
1  saw  them  during  the  course  of  that  week, "when  I  went  ou*  of 
town  on  the  Friday :  we  used  some  of  them  that  morning  at 
breakfast:  they  were  placed  in  a  sideboard  in  the  dining  room, 
which  was  kept  under  the  servant's  charge. 

Was  it  locked  or  open  ?— It  was  generally  open:  the  only 
way  that  wr  can  get  into  the  area  is  thVou-li  the  tiantry 
window  :  you  may  get  in  outside  l)y  rlimbinsr  over  the  railing 
Lord  Dka.'<— The  arei-.  is  to  tiie  "front?— Yes. 
Is  there  a  low  door?— At  the  back  there  is  a  Inw  door  but 
none  to  the  front;  tJiere  is  a  bleaching  ^een  and  washing 
house  behind  on  the  level  of  the  area  at  the  lower  part  of  tl,i. 
house  in  front :  there  is  no  area  stair. 

.fr.  Clakk — How  was  the  jiaiitrv   window   wicket  secure.!? 

It  was  secured  by  a  padlock,   but"  it  had  not  been  in  use  for 
Bome  time,  and  it  has  not  been  replaced  bv  a  new  ono 

Lord  Dk.^— If  a  person  got  into  the  front  area  there  was 
notlimg  to  hinder  any  person  tn  get  into  the  window  if  the 
padlock  was  not  properly  affix.'d  to  the  wnket?  — No 

^\as  the  windw  fixed  in  any  way  ?^-- There  was  n  snib  upon 
It:  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  fasterie.l  that  day 

Mr,  (JiFFoiiD— Do  y<.u  remember  raising  the  .ash '  of  tha 
window 7— Yes;  and   I   found  it  open  easily! 

In  raising  the  sash  do  you  .emember  wh'ether  it  was  sinbl.e,! 
'•r  not?-I  really  d..  not  rememb.r       j  di.l  not  see  anv  key    to 
Ik  ■  •  ■ 
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niv  knowledge,  upon  the  floor  inside  the  room  ;  Imt  1  was  very  John  flemtns 

lik'iv  to  h;ive  jiut  iiiv  foot  u{>on  it  if  there  had  been  such  a 

key." 

Before  this  <iiii  voii  oh-trve  thut  there  v  uk  ;i  kty  in  the 
servant's  be<lroom  door? — I  really  could  not  say,  as  I  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  examining  the  servant's  bedroom  to  see 
T^hethcr  there  was  a  key  in  it  or  not;  there  is  a  door  that  goes 
through  the  back  wall  to  the  back  green,  and  it  door  at  the 
back  wall  of  the  grten  that  gives  entrance  to  a  lane.  It  was 
by  that  duor  that  we  took  in  coals  and  such  things.  I  was  a 
good  deal  exciteil  that  afternoon,  and  if  it  is  thought  I  said 
anvtliiiig  about  finding  a  key  inside  the  servant's  bedroom  door 
I  must  have  been  misunderstood.  I  really  cannot  recollect  of 
(sayiiis  anytiiing  at  all  about  that. 

L(inl  1>KAS — Do  you  know  what  your  father's  age  is? — I 
believe  lie  was  eighty-seven  on  the  Hth  of  August  lust. 

A  Jrnoi; — Is  it  possible  for  a  person  to  get  into  the  house 
by  the  window  if  they  were  to  get  over  the  railing? 

Lord  Deas — You  will  observe  that  the  witness  said  that  there 
was  nothing  to  prevent  it  if  they  were  to  get  over  the  railing; 
if  the  sash  of  the  win<l<iw  was  not  snibbed  it  could  be  lilted  up 
and  the  wicket  opened. 

5.  John  Fleming,  jun.,  examined  l>y  Mr.  Cifford — 1  John  Flemlnsr, 
am  a  son  of  the  last  witness.  I  left  my  father's  house  in 
Sandyford  Place  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  July 
last,  and  went  to  l)unoon  in  the  afternoon.  I  left  my  grand- 
father in  the  house  in  the  morning.  When  at  Saii(lyli)r<i  I'lace 
I  sli'iit  in  the  same  bed  with  my  grandiather.  My  grun<liather 
was  in  the  ollii  i'  on  Friday,  but  he  did  not  go  down  to  Dunoon. 
I  lett  Ihinoiiii  at  eight  o'clock  on  Monday  morning 

I>ird  DtAS- When  did  you  git  to  (ilasgow? — Uttween  ten 
and   eleven   o'clock. 

Mr.  lllKFoltn — Did  you  go  to  the  house  thent-  -No,  1  went  to 
the  ii'l ce.  I  did  ni>t  seo  my  gratidfatli'  r  in  the  othco  that  day. 
I   \MMit  liome  alone  at  four  o'clock   in  tiie  aftrrnoi.u 

Who  opened  t''e  door  to  youl — M_\  grandfather.  This  would 
be  about  hf-lf-past  four  o'clock. 

Did  ho  say  anything:  tell  us  what  took  plarc?  -I  asked  him 
where  the  s- rvaiit   was. 

Did  yoi    speak  first  1 — Yes. 

Were  you  Kurpri>^ed  at  him  opening  tiie  door? — Y»s,  I  was 
surprised;  ho  said,  "She's  away,  she's  >  ut  ;  I  have  not  --een 
her  since  Friday.  " 

Wli.it  moref  Did  you  say  anything  to  him,  or  did  he  say 
nnytliMig  more  to  youl — He  snid  that  her  <loor  wan  locke*! 

What  did  you  sayt — I  said  it  was  very  Ktrnnge  Immedi- 
ately afterwards  my  father  came  in.  I  usketl  if  hr  (inv  grand 
f.tiiiiii   iiiui    iifsei    Ihougiil  of  ojnooi'-    iui    uooi  i 
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I<ord  i)KAs — Was  that  before  your  father  caniL-  in  (- 
was  before  he  came. 

Mr.  (iiFFOHD— What  .ii.i  ]u-  say /—He  said,  "  No  •' ;  that  ho 
thought  slie  was  away  seeing  her  friends,  and  that  she  was 
coming  back  again.    My  father  came  in  then,  and  I  told  him 

What  did  you  say?— I  sai<l  that  she  was  off.  or  that  bhe  was 
there,  lying  down  there  (in  the  kitclien)  dead. 

Lord  Deas — Who  said  that? — I  did. 

What  did  your  grandfather  sav?— He  said  nothing 

Mr.  (JiFFOiii,- What  was  done  then  ?— We  all  went  downstairs 
to  the  kitchen. 

Did  you  notice  anything? — No. 

What  did  yon  do  next  ?— My  father  tried  the  mom  <h)or  and 
found  It  lockcl:  lie  then  went  into  the  store-room  or  pantry 
we  were  .standing  in  tlio  juissage.  ' 

Did  you  see  what  your  father  -lid  in  this  ,,antrv?— Yes  ho 
ojirnod  the  window.  '  ' 

Lord  1)i:as— Did  he  lift  up  the  chess  of  tii,  un„l„w?— Yes- 
he  lilted  up  the  lower  chess. 

Do  you  know  whether  it  was  fastened?— I  cannot  say  whether 
it  was  fastened  or  not. 

Mr.  (iimmi.— What  took  place  next  ?— I  ^^ent  alont:  tho 
passage  and  passed  to  the  back  door. 

Did  you  go  out? — No. 

What  did  you  do  then?— I  opened  the  door  to  let  the  air  out 

>\hy  dul  you  do  this/— The  air  had  a  clo^e  smell 

Lord  1)EA..;-Was  tlie  .io„r  h.cked /-Yes  :  the  door  was  locke<l 
witli   the   key   inside 

Mr Cimmn— Wliat  did  you  do  next/— I  came  ba.k  to  the 
room  <lonr. 

Well  and  where  were  your  father  an.l  gran.iiather?— Wo 
were  all  in  the  passage. 

And  V hat  took  place  after  y.u.  wont  back  to  the  room  door? 
—My  lather  took  the  key  out  of  the  store-room  door,  and  put 
it  into  her  door.  '^ 

Ix.rd  DEA..-Which  door?-The  door  of  the  servant's  room 

Mr.  (.iFFoiU)— And  was  the  door  opene.l?— The  kev  of  the 
store  r„nm  door  ojH.ne.i  it,  and  we  then  all  went  in     " 

Ix>i-d  Deas— You  then  all  went  in  at  once?— Yes  wo  all 
went  in  t<igttiier. 

Mr,  (iiFFoun-An.i  «hat  .li.l  you  see /-We  found  her  Iving 
there  on  the  Hoor,  just  ahmgsi.ie  the  l)e<l.  She  was  Iving  wuli 
her  head  towards  the  door  and  her  feet  towards  the  window 

J^'^  ""'f  \'"'  ^'"*'''  '^'"'•'^■<"-''''i^  Ix-iv  was  und-essci  and 
naked  up  to  the  middle  The  face  was  <i..wnwards  to  the  floor, 
and  there  was  a  doth  of  some  sort  thrown  over  the  up,,er  inirt 
of  th.'  body  and  covering  the  head. 

L<ud  Dkas— Was  anything  said   when   vou   saw   this?  -Yes- 
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my  prnniiiather  held   v.ji   his  hands  on  soiing  this,    and   said,  John  Fleming, 
'■  She's  been  Iviiip  tiiere  all  this  time,  and  nie  in  the  house!  " 

Mr.  (liFFou'i) — What  did  you  do  then.' — We  went  upstairs. 

All  of  you? — Yes;  and  my  lather  vtiit  out.  and  came  back 
with  Dr.  Watson. 

You  and  your  grandfather  were  alune  in  the  hi  ise  while 
your  fath  r  was  away  I — Yea. 

Did  either  of  yo\i  do  aiivthingr  in  the  room  while  he  was 
awav? — No;  nobody  tonchid  anytliinpr  in  tlie  room  while  he 
was  absent,  ami  there  was  no  one  in  t!ie  house  except  ourselves 
at  that  time.  He  returned  with  Dr.  Watson,  and  shortly  after- 
wards the  police  c  me  into  the  house. 

Did  vou  make  search,  or  help  to  make  scarcli,  to  see  if 
anything  was  amissing  in  the  house? — No. 

(Witness    sIkiwu    Noh.     11,     12,     13,     1-i, 
inventory,    being    articles    of    silver    plate.) 
father's  property  I — Yes;   that   is  the  jilate   that  was  in   use  in 
the  Sandyford  Place  house. 

Lord  Deas — I'p  to  Friday,   ith  July? — Yes,  up  to  that  date. 

Mr.  (IiFKonn — Look  at  the  prisoner  (wlio  here  stood  up):  do 
you  know  her?  -I  do;  she  was  in  service  in  inv'  father's  house 
more  than  two  years,  and  also  in  our  liouse  in  iHiiioon,  She 
■was  married  out  of  our  house. 

l.oid  i»KAs — What  do  you  mean?  Do  you  mean  that  the 
marna>.'e  took  place  in  your  house? — No,  but  she  left  our  house 
to  pet  married  about  four  years  ago. 

Cross-examined  l)y  Mr.  Cla'  — \Va8  the  smell  you  felt  in 
going  down  into  the  passage  a  strong  smell /--It  was  a  close 
smell,  closeness  in  the  air. 

Wlier<>  did  you  tirst  feel  the  smelH — I  did  not  feel  a  smell 
at  all.     It  was  just  a  closeness. 

Was  there  any  word  if  the  servant  Jessie  going  away  on  the 
Friday? — No. 

Iv<ird  Deas — Not  that  you  heard  of  J^Not  that  I  heard  of. 

Mr.  C'l.AiiK— Was  it  intended  she  should  stay  with  your 
grandfather  ? — Yes. 

(■).   Jame.s    Fi.EMiNo'   was  calle<l,    his   name,    on   being  hoaid,  •'*'■  Plemlng 
creating  a  setis.ition  in  tlie  Court       Ho  eiiterivi  the  box  nimbly. 
Fresh   and  healtliy  looking,   appr.rently  cool   and  composed,  he 
re|ieate<i   the  oath   with   a   di>tinctne8s   that    was   heard   all   over 
the  Court, 

1  The  text  iif  lli«'  I'viilt'iifc  m  lljc  picRi'iit  rv|Hiit  is  tlial  ti(  tin-  "  fopy 
of  the  I'liM'OciliriKs  at  the  Trial."  Ac,  |)rint<>d  by  order  of  the  Hoiif* 
of  Cnmmons.  whiih  was  reprinted  from  the  Mornivij  Jnuriml.  In 
view  of  the  iinpurtance  of  .lames  Klpminij'e  evidence,  it  ha»  been 
collated  with  the  report*  in  the  (!lafii"W  Itrrahl.  the  Scdt.'man.  and 
the   \nrth    firit'iMh    Ihjilu    \fnil.    untl    the   prinrinul   vArifrtion«   are   h*rA 

•hown   within  tquate  I  rackets. — Ed. 
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■«      J'''^>"»ino(l  bv  Mr.  GiFFORD— How  f,l,i  aiP  v,„iJ     T^  w 

Beve,,  on  the  9th  of  Au-ust  last  '  ^''  "^''^-^- 

^,^^\  hat  is  your  employment  ?-Kh  ?     Im  a  littk-  dull  „•  her  ring. 

We  wUl  try  to  make  you  hear.     Ho^-  were  vou  emnlovod? 

i2,ant   ^.     i„^'^^;5  ^;:   i,;--^-^    hou.es      seeing    after 

house  at  San.lvfon    Phce  '       w^,  ;;        ;    ^  '"'V"  "'•^'  "'^""'^ 
nil    t(,^   ♦•        '.""'"  ' ';'^P-      ^  was  there  two  or  three  veTrs— 

mVi'I:™':""'  "- ''"''  '"■™  ""ppi«"  •'"■".   I  kjw ';;;,, 
..■™.mLt;.;;;v""  '-^'=  ">''- »-""« >- » 

IIow  long  ajro  is  that?-Ifs-let  me  see-a  venr  ir^o 
week  in  (.las-ow  and  part   in  Dunoon.  ' 

Jl;:r':;::;;:r:ttnr^s-iJ^"'i7l^-  ^r/^-^  -- 

that  assisted  her  in  the  kitchen  """''''"  ""'''"* 

a  ''ilt,^:;;;^;!;:;"^";";..:^  tl^i"  ^I'-^-^-no.  ,. . 

Martha    M^IntyreZ-V  dau;r;'V:;"  ''  '"  "■^"^• 

rjo,'d  i^"'^^"'  ^'^'''''''  ^hich?-(No  answer  was  eiven  ) 

Mr  (..noRD_Dn  you  mind  the  Ith  of"  Julv  last  J-lves 
Had  you  breakfasted  at  Sandvford   Pl,r.  tl  V  •  . 

.vour    son    and    jrrandson /-^leakLted     he"    trr'"^ 

\Vhat   oVIock?-And    h.r   m.n.ters   «,-re   Jud    }„.     .„  ■       ■ 
-re  hn.shm;.   an'  they  were  han.in'  on  the 'screi;,;'";;  T.T 
an    I  cam'  hame  to  mv  dinner  at  the 

alter 
i'nd 


'    »      «m        liir' 

at  the  si.le  „•  the  fire;   „..    .   ,,„.    „,, 
usual  tnnealM,ot   four  o'clock,  an'  took  mv 
I  took  n.a  <hnner  I  had  a  cKtnm  „f  ..,.:.._  ; . 


dinner;   an' 
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Park  an'  takin'  a  walk  alter  dinner.  This  was  Friday,  an'  I  Jas.  rtominf 
went  away  the  feck  o'  coiqile  of  hours.  (Mr.  Giffokd — Slop  a 
moment.)'  It  was  very  wat  thae  days.  1  was  vera  much  fasht 
wi'  cauld  feet,  and  there  was  no  fire  m  the  room,  and  I  went 
doun  to  the  k.tehin  tire  to  get  ma  feet  warmed,  and  Jessie 
M  i'herhon  irude  my  tea. 

What  o'clock? — I   reckon   it  wad   be   weel  on  eipht  o'clock. 
She  made  my  tea,  and  she  poored  it  oot,  and  took  a  cup  alang 

wi'  mo;  and  after  the  tea  was  by 

Lord   hE.^s — Was  it  in  tlie  kitchen  you  ffot  the  tea? — Ves. 
Mr.   GifKOHD — WcH?--Then  after  I  pot  my  tea  by,   I  yoked 
the  readin';   I  had  always  the  papers  in  my  pouch;   and  then 
I  stopped  till  half-past  nine  o'^dock. 

In  the  kitchen? — At  the  kitclien  fire.  At  that  hour  I  said 
I  would  po  and  mak'  ready  for  bed  ;  and  I  went  away  to  my 
bed  u[)  the  stair.  1  l-ft  .less  MPher-^on  wdikinp-  away  in  the 
kitchen,  ye  ken  ;  and  m  tliv  miiriiin'  I  was  waaken't  wi'  a 
lood  squeal. 

Where    is   your   bedroom  ;    what   flat   of   the    hniise  is   vour 
be<lroom  on ?— It  is  a  flat  above  the  kitchen,  ye  ken.        Weel, 
1  was  sayin'  I  was  wauken't  i  'the  mornin'  wi'  a  lood  scjucal ; 
imd  after  that  followed  ither  two,  n<it  so  lood  as  the  first  ane. 
\Ui  it  was  an  odd  kind  o'  squeal  I   heani.  and   I  jumped  oot 
d'  bed,   and  I  heard  no  noise.        A'   was  bv  in  the  roorse  o'  a 
minute's  time  ;   in  a  minute  a'  was  quat*'.  and  1  lieard  naethinp 
nor  saw  naetliincr.        1  took  oot  my   wat<'h  :    I   kept   the  time 
below  my   pillow  ;    and   looked   what  o'clock   it  was.        It  was 
exactly  four  o'clock  :   a  bonny,  clear  mornin'.       I  jraed  awa'  to 
mv  lied  Rsrain.        A'  was  quale.        I  th"cht  she  had   pot  K'>me- 
!)()<lv  to  stay  with  her.       There  was  a  woman  she  ci'd  a  sister 
,,'  liter's — sho  bood  to  be  in  her  room.      [There  was  a  body  she 
ca'd  a  sister,  and  wis  stoppin'  wi'  her,  or  else  siinie  ither  body.] 
So     wh,-n     I    hjard     a"    was    (piate    and     no     iiol-e,     I     itiumI 
away     to     my     bed     again,     and     wisna     huijj     in      it      till 
I     fell     asleep     apain.       I     lay     till     about     six     o'clock     o' 
tho     morninp,     and     she     always     used     to     come     up.        1 
lay    waiiken   after  thit.        She  alvays    used   to    eonie    up   with 
a' little   porridpe  about  eiirht    o'clock.        She  did  not  come  up 
that  niorninc,  ami  I  whs  sut  prised  she  did  not  come       I  weaned 
very  much  for  her       I  lay  still  til!  nine  o'clock      Then  I  raisp 
ami    put   on    my   claes.        I    forpet   whether  1    washe<l    myself 
before   I   went  down   [but   I  went  doon  the  stair  exactly  efter 
that];     but       I     paed     down     to     her     door     ami     pied     three 
chaps     that     way.        (The     witness     here     pave     three     taps.) 
I  pot  no  answer.      I  trie<l  the  sneck  of  the  door  latch,  and  fan' 
that  tho  door  was  locked;  [there  was]  no  key  in  the  door,  and 
sac  I  paed    up   till   the  storeroom.        The   storeroom    and   l.er 
bc.lroom  wns  inat  ndinininc'  .anp  aTiither  maistlv.       I  paed  into 
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Jas.  Fleming  the  storeroom,   an,l  tl.en   I   f,„n,.l   what   w.s  a   bit   .i,  !        ' 

her  n.inie.       She  wanted  tl,P  l.n- „•     ^"^  '"'*•     \  "'""••»  mind 

door.     ,she   said  then    1    e    .;,.   .fl  T  ^  \'  '^  *'"  "^^f"^ 
nicht  Ijcforp        i^,.   I  1   J  ">    ^"  ^^^  f^oast   the 

tho  office.  I  ooLl  fortL''",  ,  "'""-''/  '  ^"'"'"1  ?"  to 
office  riSG.;;.ie,ndT/"  *''"•"  ""'^  ^•''"*  ""■•-•  '"   "- 

cliarge  of  \  I  I  ■  ^^T  f?  *'  '^^  ''  pr-'pcrtv  that  I  had 
befo,?  and  i\v  ,',"  '"'". '"'^  ^^/''  "'^'^  '^^  "'•  ""-eo  days 
wl.ethr.hivh  7,1:7:  'Cr  '^W  ""  '••■'^'•^  ^""^  t"  -e 

oftk^/and  :t!ipp;.d^  ,";L':;;^r' 'r'r  T^;'  "^  "•'■'■•^'"  ^''  "- 

and  jraed  up  to  Snndv  nr      ?.  "^■,    ^  ^'"^"  ^"""^  tf>«  'bus 

appearance  L'  llT  I  .•"„"/  ^"'*  "''•  ""  """  'l"'^*  ""^  "« 
made  mv«olf,ome  bit  dinnr  '";', '-'*\ ""'  "'^ft"'-  ^''^t  .n>ht.  and 
hell   was   r  n^   a,.     «  "    ''^'■*'"  "'^'"^'^  "^  "'>J>i  t^e 

•aid  he  ^.n     f;;,m  Falki  w""^'T'"  '^'"'^    *"    ^''^   ''"'^'-         "" 

ad  •  '        ■    ■:• -it-:; 
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o'  them — 1  wero  on  tlie  screens  in  the  kitchen  [set  on  the  side  Jm.  Fleming 

o'  the  lire].      I  laid  them  by  one  bj-  one,  otf  the  screens,  which 

were  hiid  apiinst  tlie  pantry  door.     [The  screens  were  lying  in 

the   kitchen   beside   the  piin*-ry   door.      They   had   been    laid   or 

driven  down.      There  was  a  "aiitry  door  they  keep  their  thinf^s 

in,  and  the  screens  were  either  laid  or  driven  ower  upon  it.     So 

I   took   my   shirts   off   the    screens.]        There   was    a    room   oti" 

the  kitchen  that  my  drawers  and  kist  stood  in.      I  laid  by  niy 

shirts;   theio  wero  two  marked  with   [like]  blood   on   them.      I 

lai<l  them  [all]  by,  and  laid  these  two  on  the  tap  [o'  the  ithersj. 

i)id  you  jret  any  snjipor  that  niirht? — I  made  myself  a  cup 
of  tea.  This  would  be  eipht  o'clock.  I  thouirht  if  Jess  had 
pone  away  with  any  of  her  acquainiances,  that  she  would  make 
her  ajipearance,  but  she  did  not.  1  sat  up  till  after  nine, 
and  tiicp  went  to  lied.  On  Sabbath  morninpr  the  bell  was 
run?  by  the  milkman,  but  I  did  not   answer. 

You  suppr>scd  it  wfiuld  be  the  milkman? — Yes.  Well,  I 
made  my  breakfast  apain  ;  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  boiled  herrinp 
to  it.  and  that  was  my  breakfast.  I  made  ready  for  tho 
church.  I  went  to  the  church  in  the  forenoon,  Mr.  Aikman's, 
in  Anderston.  After  the  church  ^kailed  I  went  straight  hame. 
When  I  was  poinp  to  the  church,  Mr.  John  M'Allister,  who 
was  cominp  out  of  his  house  door  to  cro  to  the  church,  spoke 
to  me.  In  the  afternoon,  after  I  had  had  a  bit  of  bread  and 
cheese,  I  went  to  the  church  apain.  Aitvr  I  was  home  the 
lad  Haridey,  who  had  ca'ed  before,  ca'ed  apain,  and  asked  if 
Jessie  M'lMier^on  was  in.  [I  said.  "  No."]  He  askeil,  "  Is  she 
at  church!  "  I  said,  "  I  don't  know."  Says  he,  "  If  she 
comes  out  the  town,  will  she  come  this  wayT  "  I 
said.  "  I  suppose  she  will."  H(>  went  away.  1  !uul 
no  1  .ore  calls  tliat  nnjlit  that  I  recollect,  and  at 
half-past  nine  I  went  to  bed.  <hi  Monday  morninp 
I  rose  at  eipht  o'clock,  as  was  usual,  to  po  through  the 
properties  on  that  day.  Some  tetiaiits  jiai<l  weekly,  and 
others  monthly  ;  but  wi;  h:i:l  to  po  throuph  every  Monday 
morninp  to  collect  the  rents.  I  went  to  the  office  and  cot 
niv  bool.s,  and  paed  awa'  to  collect  and  to  lift  what  I  could 
I  afterwards  went  to  the  office,  ancl  tried  iti  what  cash  I  li;nl 
gotten.  I  then  paed  awa'  hame  t<i  Sandyford  ;  this  woidd  be 
about  one  or  two  o'clock.  AH  was  quiet,  and  I  heard  nothinp. 
I  kent  that  Mr.  Flerainp  would  be  hame  after  ne  came  up  frae 
doun  the  water  in  the  morning,  and  that  he  would  be  out  for 
dinner.  About  four  o'clock  younp  John  came  in,  and  his 
failicr  followed  him.  I  told  them  what  had  taken  jilacc,  and 
said  I  had  not  seen  Jiss  MI'lierson  since  Friday  [nicht).  My 
son.  astonished,  ran  away  downstairs,  and  his  son  an<l  me 
followed  him.     He  found  her  bedroom  door  locked,  but  had  the 


recoilection  "  of  trying  the  5t»ircroom 
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Jaa.  Fleming  ddor.  Whtu  liu  opeiitil  it  Lu  saw  the  murdered  woman  lyiii^ 
[near  the  empty  bed].  Her  he.  J  was  covei\>iJ  either  wu'h  a 
skirt,  or  white  sheet,  which  was  all  blood,  and  her  liodv  was 
nake-l  as  she  was  born,  -lownwards  ;  she  was  lyint^  on  her  face. 
[So  he  was  in  an  unco  state  tae.  and]  my  son  then  ran  and  got 
in  some  of  tlie  neighbour.s,  Mr.  Chrystal  and  some  others  and 
went  to  the  Police  Otfico.  The  police  officers  came  directlv, 
and  took  possession  of  the  body.  Dr.  Fleminu  and  Dr  Wat.son 
were  also  brought  to  the  spot  directly,  but  their  presence  was 
of  no  avail,  ye  ken,  the  woman  was  crone  I  :  but  it  was  reuulai 
that  they  should  be  call.:-.!).  ' 

From  the  Friday  nipht  to  the  Monday  moriiine,  di.l  vou 
make  all  your  own  meals /—I  was  not  very  particular  but  I 
made  all  that  I  needed. 

Did  you  see  [use]  any  silver  spoons  or  forks  ?—l  do  not  think 
I  did.     If  I  did,  I  only  used  a  teaspoon:  but  I  dinna  mind 

(Witness  shown  the  articles  of  silverplate  libelled.)  Are 
these  your  son's  property/ — Ves. 

Were  these  things  used  in  the  house  jrenerallv  win  n  vour 
son  was  at  home/— Always   when   he   was  at  home. 

Wore  they  usi-d  on  the  Thursday  ard  Friday  before?— [There 
was  none  of  it  used  on  the  Friday,  %e  ken  ]"  They  vvere  usetl 
always  when  my  son  was  at  home. 

l)id  you  take  any  of  that  plate  out  of  the  house?— \cver 

Did  you  frivc  them  to  anyb(Mlv  on  that  Friday,  Saturday 
Sunday,  or   Monday /—I  di,i  not.      '  '- 

person. 

Look  at  the  prisoner  :  do  you  km.w  her? Yes. 

her  when  .she  was  a  servant  with  John. 

How  lonp  is  that?— She  left  when  the  other  irirl  .am,,  back 
yc  ken. 

Is  it  some  years  a,<ro?-.It  ^^dl  i,e  three  years  a^o  Tse 
warr.uit,  but  my  memory  is  not  so  pood. 

Have  you  seen  her  since  she  left  your  son's  service? Yes 

Where?— She  came  up  aloncr  with  htr  hiisb.md  to  pay  k 
visit  to  .lessie  MPhcrson  :  I  saw  her  that  niL'ht  in  Mr  Fleming's 
house,   Sandyford   Place  :   that    is  twelve  months  aeo. 

Did  you  ever  .see  her  anywhire  else?— Yes  :  she  invited  mo 
to  see  her  house  [and  I  went  down  to  see  it]. 

When  ? — A  twelvemonth  apo. 

Did  you  ever  see  her  on  any  other  occasion  ?—T  saw  her  in 
her  own  house  at  another  time;  that  was  before  she  flitt.^)  to 
th.1t  othor  fher  last]  house 

Flow  lonp  apo?— It  would  he  two  or  tl,r,  ,•  v.-ars  a^'o.  I  saw 
her  also  at  the  examination  in  the  founty  Buildinc-R.  The 
Mienff  showed  her  to  me  there. 

Fveptincr  .at  these  times  yon  have  nirntion.Ml.  vou  have  never 
seen  ..jr    <»;.-}  you?      Net  .since  ,she  K-ft  ou   son  s  service. 


1   never  t:a\e  them  to  any 
I  first  knew 
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Did  you  ever  trive  her  these  articles  (referring  to  the  "silver  Jas.  Fleming 
plate)? — No,  never. 

Did  you  ever  tell  her  tc.  pawn  them? — N-s  never. 

Did  you  see  her  on  the  Friday  evening  that  Jessie  M'Pherson 
went  amissing/ — No. 

>'or  on  the   Saturday? — No. 

Did  you  ever  get  any  money  from  her? — Never. 

Did  von  give  her  any  money  "w  that  Fridiiy  or  Saturday? 
— I  did  not. 

Did  vou  ever  call  at  her  house  exceptincr  on  the  occasions 
vou  have  told  us  aliout? — I  only  called  twice,  to  my 
recollection. 

And   these  are  the  twf.  occasions  you  have  already   referred 

to?— Yes. 

Have  you  money  in  the  b.Tiik? — Yes  ;  a  little.  I  have  £150 
in  the  J-^a^-injrs  Bank  and  £.'^n  in  the  Rr.yal  Bank. 

(Witness  shown  the  two  bank  hooks  libelled.) 
Are  both  of  these  your  bank  books? — Yes. 

You  told  us,  Mr.  Flemintr,  that  on  the  Saturday  morning 
you  went  into  the  pantry  and  found  the  wicket  open? — Yes. 

Did  yi>u   ojien  the  glass  window? — No. 

You  say  that  you  drew  to  the  wicket? — I  did. 

Tell  us"  how  you  got  that  done? — It  was  straight  open.  It 
opens  outwards. 

Did  you  put  out  yotir  hand  t<<  pull  it  to? — Yes. 

To  do  that  liad  "you  to  lift  the  window?— It  was  a  little 
window,  ye  ken,  insido  of  the  big  window, 

Hdw  did  you  get  hold  of  the  window  [wicketj  to  draw  it  to? 
— 1  put  out  my  hand  and  drew  it  tae. 

Did  the  glass  window  not  prevent  you? — I  forget.  [It  was 
cast  iron.] 

Is  there  not  a  class  window  to  the  p.iiitry? — Yes. 

Was  it  open  or  shut  \\hen  you  went  into  the  looni? — It  was 
open. 

The  glass  window  was  open?- -Yes,  or  I  could  not  h;ive  got 
out  my  }i;ind  to  draw  it  tae,  ye  ken. 

Well,  did  \ou  open  the  gl.iss  window,  or  did  you  find  it 
open? — I  found  it  ojien 

The  glass  window? — Yes.  [I  opened  notliin'.'.  hut  just  ['Ut. 
cot  my  hand  and  drew  it  tae.] 

Cross  examine<l  Itv  Mr.  Ci  akk — Was  your  w.itch  right  that 
Saturday  nioiiiinc? — Yes. 

You  know  that? — Ay,  it  gangs  very  reg'lar. 

Theiefore,  you  are  sure  about  the  hour  ynu  have  -iven  us! 
— Yes;   exactlv  four  o'clock,  and  a  fine  clear  morning 

You  are  quite  sure  that  you  lay  in  bed  till  nine  o'clock? — 
Yes. 

1  ou  were  tiot  mil  oi  voiu  brtirt'oni  ot  ^irc^sen  Tiii  nine  o  ritJL';, 
or  therebv? — I  didna  leave  mv  btni  till  nine  o'clock. 


IS 


Mrs.   iV^Lachlan. 


Jas.  Fleming  Wljo  was  tho  tiist  person  that  you  spoke  to  on  that  Saturday 
morning? — On  Saturday  mornirij>,  it  was  the  pirl  f,,r  the  len' 
o'  the  spade. 

Iler  name  is  Bmwidie,  I  believe?— I  dinna  ken.  She's  Mr 
btew.iit  s   servant. 

What   time   was   that?— About   eleven   o'clock 

And  until  sh-  came  there  was  no  one  in  the  house  that  vou 
had  seen? — Ac  one  that  I  saw. 

But  was  there  any  one? — No. 

When  does  the  milk  usually  come?— It  avc  came  betwixt 
eiffht  and  nine  o'clock. 

When  does  it  usually  come  on  Monday  morninp?— It  came 
aye  about  one  time,  but  I  didna  require  anv  on  Monday 
morninEr  as  I  had  tae  pranp  awa'  early  tae    ,^  toon. 

Why  did  you  not  require  an'v  nn..v  on  Mondav '— I 
had  tae  gang  awa'  early  tae  the  toon,  and  there's  a  milk'  shop 
in  our  property  in  the  Rri-z-ate.  ,-;n'  I  went  in  th-re  an'  ffot 
a  ha  penny  roll  an  a  mutchkin  of  milk.  That  was  a'  the 
broaktast  I  pot  on   Monday  morninp. 

1 'id  the  milk  come  upon  the  Saturday  morninj'?— I  don't 
tnmk  it  came. 

It  is  brou-ht  to  the  front  door?— Always  to  the  front  .ioor 
but  It  was  not  locked,  nor  a  chain  on  it,  nor  anvthin?  but  the 
latch  [but  It  wa«  not  lockwl  that  morning:  it  was  just  on  the 
chain,  and  nothing  else]. 

But  did  you  hear  any  ring  at  the  front  door  bell  at  the  time 
wtieu  tlie  milk  should  h.ive  come  on  Saturday  morning?— No 

Do  you  swear  that  you  did  not  open  the  'd(,or  before  that 
woman— Mr.  Stewart's  servants-came  for  the  spado?— Yes 

Did  you  not  open  the  door  to  the  milkman  that  morniu"?— 
IVo:  J  dont  recollect  the  milkman  coming  [petting  any  milkl 
that  morning.  •* 

Did  you  not  open  the  door  to  the  milkhov,  .in,]  toll  him 
that  there  was  no  milk  required  that  morning?— There  was 
ono  hat  I  told  that  to.  I  recollect  that.  [There  was  one  at 
the  door.   I  fell  you,  bit  I  do  not  recollect  ] 

lou  rcmcmi)er  that  now?— I  do 

Then    it   was   not  true  th.-.t    Mr.    Stewart's  servant   was  the 
tist  person  to  whom  yo,:  opene<l  that  front  door  on  Saturday 

Z'do;;^^!;,  ^^^'^  ''-■ '''--'-  ^^'--^  *•'  ^•^-  ^  "p-e5 

Did  you  ojien  the  door  for  th,.   niil.ki.ov  .'— N,,     I   .li.ln't   Tsav 

V'  .m^ff  ^'TV,'  TV'"^  ''■'■"  "''^  ^'''*-  "'^'^  '  "P*^"'^  tll-^  '^'''"''- 
K),  ana  then  to  the  bak'r 

I)id  the  milkman  come  to  tl,e  door  on   Saturday  mornin-7 

mmZlT.<TV'^''  ""-^  "'"'"'"••^    [.articnl,Tlv  nbout  the 
muKman  on  Saturday  morning. 

Air      r  i(irr4»»i»T     «»o»»  f«l-J   -r- - 
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him  (tlie   milkman)   comiiitr  <>n   Saturday'! — I  did    imt   require  Jas.  Fleming 
any    milk. 

i  ddii't  cari'  ;;bout  that ;  you  toki  me  that  vc.u  remembered 
tliat  tlio  milkman  came  upon  that  Saturday.  Did  the  milk- 
man come  on  .Saturday  or  did  he  not? — [Witness,  after  a  pause 
— I  am  suro  I  cannot  declare  that.]  I'm  sure  I  really  canna 
answer  that  question. 

Mr.  Flemiiijr,  can  you  tell  me  whether  you  opened  tke  door 
to  anv  person  before  that  servant  of  Mr.  Stewart  came  for  the 
6[iade? — No  ;  I  don't  think  I  opened  the  door  t<^i  any  person  till 
slie  came.  I  am  sure  of  that.  It  was  about  eleven  o'clock 
that  she  came,  and  the  baker  came  shortly  after. 

Are  Tou  suie,  therefoi'e,  that  the  milk  did  not  come  that 
morninir? — I  ■'»"!  sure  that  I  <lid  not  pet  any  milk  that 
morning. 

Never  mind  tliat  :  but  arc  you  .=uro  that  it  did  not  come? 
— I  rather  think  it  did  not  come. 

Could  it  have  pot  in  that  mornintr  without  your  opening 
the  diiori — There  was  no  milk  liroupht  in. 

Did  you  refuse  to  take  milk  that  mornincr? — -Yes. 

Did  you  refuse  to  take  in  the  milk  that  Saturday  morning? — 
I  refused  to  take  milk;  I  did  not  require  it. 

[Lord  Deas — Are  you  sure,  Mr.  Clark,  that  he  fully 
understands  the  (juestion? 

Mr.   Ct.ark — I  am  persuaded  ho  does,   my  lord. 

(Tu  Witness) — ] 

Did  you  say  to  any  one  that  you  did  not  need  any  milk 
that  morning — that  Saturday?  Did  you  say  that  to  the 
milk-boy? — I  told  him  that  I  did  not  need  it. 

[Now,  Mr.  Fleming,  do  not  let  us  mistake  about  this  matter.] 
Did  you  say  to  the  milkboy  that  you  requiied  no  milk  that 
day? — Yes:  I  think  I  did.  This  was  t!ie  morning  that  I  got 
no  milk  at  all. 

[A  JuuTMAN — Make  suro  that  there  is  no  mistake  about  the 
morning,  if  you  please. 

Mr.  Ci..iRK — I  am  very  anxious  to  see  that  there  shall  be  no 
mistake  in  the  matter.  (To  Witnffs) — You  undeistami,  Mr. 
Fleming,  that  the  mornincr  I  am  spoakincr  about  at  present  is 
the  Saturday  morning? — Yes] 

Just  attend,  Mr.  P'leming.  On  that  Saturday  morning  you 
said  to  the  milkboy  you  required  no  inilk  at  that  time? — 
Yes. 

Well,  at  what  time  of  the  day  did  you  say  this? — The  boy 
rang  the  bell  and  I  said  I  did  not  need  any.  [The  boy,  yo  see. 
would  rincr  the  bell,  of  course,  and  I  would  just  say,  "  I  do 
not  need  any  milk." 

Lord    Deas — Ho  might  have   said   that   without  opening  the 
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Jas.  Fleming  M,-.  C.^hk  (to  Witness)— Couh\  you  have  Hui.i  that  without 
oponm-  thf  door/— Yes;  I  could  take  the  front  door  off  the 
sneck,  leiuiiij:  the  chain  fastened,  and  sj.eak  to  the  imlkoov. 
I  think  I  left  rhe  front  door  on  the  chain. 

Lord   Deas— Are  you  suro,    Mr.   Clark,' that   h-  fullv  under- 
stands  you? 

Mr.  Clark— J  am  tryin-  to  make  it  as  plain  as  I  can  mv 
lord;  1  do  not  wish  to  take  any  advantage. 

Lord  Di-A.s — I  have  no  doubt  of  that. 

Mr.  Cl.ark  (to  Wttnf^'s)}— Hud  the  door  a  chain?— Yes 

Could  you  have  opened  liie  door  an.l  spoken  to  the  milkbov 
witliout  taking  off  the  chain? — Y'es. 

Did  you  do  so? — Yes. 

[Now,  did  you  do  so,  Mr.  Fleming?  Are  you  quite  sure 
that  the  chain  was  not  on  the  door  on  Saturday  mornincr?— I 
am  quite  sure  of  that.  ^ 

And  to  speak  to  the  milkboy,  if  you  did  speak  to  him,  vou 
did  not,  you  say,  rocpiire  to  take  off  the  chain?— \o  1 

^ow,  Mr.  Fleming,  do  you  remember  going  to  the  door  that 
morning  and  opening  it  to  the  milkbov  ;—.\o,  I  did  not  let 
him  in. 

Did   you  see  bim  at  the  door  <- -It's  Iikelv  I  would 
Mr.   Hemmcr    do  you  rememb..   of  speaking  to  the  milkbov 
on  that  ^atuiday  mornin-?— I   woul,l  j„st   sav  to  him   that  I 
would  not  require  any  milk. 

Do  you  remember '[saying  so]  seeing  him  at  the  door?— 
Yes,  I  think  1  do 

Did  the  bell  ring   whm  the   hov  canie?- 
would. 

But  do  you  remember  if  it  lung? Well 

gone  to  the  door  if  the  bell  had  not  runj?, 

^^ell.    but    you     remember     if     it   run^--?- 
everything.  ^ 

What  time  of  the  coining  was  it  tb,,t  rhe  milkbov  ,.nnr' 
—it  was  just  ab.,ut  hi^  usual  time— about  [betwixt]  eieht  or 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  i      f-   i-  or 

Were  you  dressed  at  the  time  the  milk-bov  came?-On 
Saturday  morning,   you  mean? 

Yes,  on  Saturday" morning?-!  .ant  .sav  that;  I  suppose  I 
would.  [Yes:  there  is  no  donl,t  but  I  wouki  be  dres.'ed.)  I 
got  up  about  nine  o'clock  that  morning. 

Well,  if  the  milkboy  came  about  eight  or  nine  o'clock,  bow 
could  you  be  dresse<i  if  you  did  not  get  up  till  ninet-(A  long 
pause  here  onsue.l.  witness  finally  replvintr  slovlv)— Wh.tber 
1  was  dre,ssed  or  not  !  cannot  charL^e  mv  memor^.  1  mi.d.t 
not  be  dresesd.  i"i.-ni. 

You  said  that  ym,  lay  in  bed  till  about  nine,  then  ^ot  no 
and  dressed  yourself  ?— Yes.  ^         ^ 
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Is  that  truf  ;— Yes.  Jas.  FleralnB 

Why  did  you  not  let  Jessie  open  the  door  wlitn  tli.  milk- 
boy  came? — ^n  Saturday  morning,  you  mean  ( 

Yes,  on  Saturday  murniiij.'/ — Jessie,  ye  ken — it  was  a'  ower 
wi'  Jessie  aloro  tiiat.        (Sensation   in  Court  ) 

[I  don't  drmbt  that,  Mr.  Flenunnr]  Why  <lid  you  not  let 
Jessie  open  the  door  to  the  niilkhoy  \\lieii  he  tame? — There 
was  nae  Jessie  to  open  the  door  that  mnrnins;. 

Lord  I>EAs — You  had  better  put  the  question  another  way. 
Ask  him  whv  he  f.pened  the  door  himself  that  niornincr 

\fr.    Clark — Willinefly. 

[Why  did  \<)U  open  the  door  when  the  luilkhoy  i  'me  in  place 
of  allowinir  Jessie  to  open  it? — I  was  just  sayine  tn  him— the 
chain  was  on — we  <lid  not  require  any  milk.  She  was  deed 
before  that. 

Mr.  Ci..\nK — My  lord,  there  is  one  matter  in  this  answer 
which.  I  think,  is  very  important.  He  says  the  chain  was  on. 
(7*0  IVitni'ssi) — Mr.  Fieminp.  I  must  have  an  answer  to  this 
question — whv  did  you  jro  to  the  door  and  open  it  when  the 
milkman  came,  and  why  did  you  not  allow  Jessie  to  open  the 
door? 

WiTXE.'^.s — On  Saturday  mornin":,  ye  ken,  Je.S5ie  was  deed; 
she  couldna  open  the  door  when  she  was  deed.]^ 

Quite  true,  but  why  did  y(]U  open  it?  Did  you  know  that 
Jessie  was  dead  [when  the  milkman  camo  to  the  door  J? — No, 
I  did  not.      (Said  sharply  and  with  emphasis.) 

If  you  did  not  know  that  Jessie  was  dead,  why  did  you  cro 
to  the  door? — Ye  ken  I  was  up,  and  I  would  just  go  and  open 
the  door  [to  say  that  we  didna  require  any]. 

Did  vou  leave  Jessie  time  to  open  the  door  before  you 
opene^l  it  ? 

Lord  i»E-\s — You  h.'ul  better  ask — Did  you  wait  some  time 
before  you  ('pened  the  door? 

fr.  Ci.-'VRK — Well,  did  you  wait  long  before  you  opi-ned  the 
door? — (Ih,  ye  ken,  I  went  down  the  stair,  and  thrfUL'h  the 
house  before  that,  and  got  nae  answer. 

How  long  before  the  milkman  came  would  yo\i  go  thrrun'h 
the  house? — Throudi  the  house?  I  suppose  it  would 
be  nigh  aboot  the  time.  I  knocked  three  time.s,  ye  ken, 
at  lier  doo*-,  and  got  nae  answer,  and  thi,s  was  after  nine 
o'clock. 

Are  you  quite  sure  that  it  was  after  nine  o'clock? — Yes. 
(Answer  given  as  if  doubtinely  to  a  question  lieard  indistinctly.) 


1  In  the  report  of  the  trial  by  the  North  British  Daily  Mail  thii" 
an-iwrr  i.«  given  as  follow.": :— "  We  knew  that  .Jessie  was  dead  and 
could  not  co  to  the  door."  The  significanc*  of  this  statement,  if 
made,  is  obvioiw.— Ed. 


Mrs.   xM'Lachlan. 


Jas.  Fleming       L(ji'd    1'k.\s — I'at  li  a^Miii  ;    juihapi   lie   misuuder.stood   you. 
Mr.  Clark — Are  von  ct'ituin  that  this  was  after  nine  o'clock  ? 
— Yes.  after  nine  o'clock  [I  am  quite  sure:  ttio  milkiu.m  whiles 
does  not  k''"[.  the  ajjiiointeil  tinie.j 

Did  you  ^i<  dounstair.s  liei'ore  you  dres.sed  that  morniiii:? — 
Yes;  it  is  likely  I  would.  [1  woulu  lie  unshaven  and  unwa.shed, 
ye  ken,  and  niipht  <<o  down  undressed  J 

I  .-peak  about  Saturday  nioriiini,'; — 1  can  say  no  more  than 
I  have.  I  have  told  ymt  i  verythinij  in  my  heart.  Tiie  memory 
of  a  man  of  seventy-ei<:ht  years  of  age  is  not  so  fresh  as  a 
young  m;  is.  Ik-  as  easy  as  ye  can.  I  am  willing  to  answer 
every  i|uestion. 

(A  Juryman  ealle<i  attention  to  lh"  fact,  that  Mr. 
had  just  stateii  Ins  age  to  be  seventy-eiL'ht,  whereas 
foriijerly  given  it  as  eiLi-'ity-sevcn.) 

Mr.    Clauk — How    old    are    yen/ — I  \\as    b.irn    '.»th 
177,"),  and  am  eif.dity-st  ven  [u'lst. 

I'll  Saturday  iiiorninL'.  wtre  you  down  in  the  kitehen  lief  .re 
you  [lUt  on  your  clothes,' — (K'elieet-)-  -Before  I  (.ut  on  my 
clothes/      [I   might.] 

l)i(!  you  chap  at  Jessie's  door? — Yes. 

Had  you  all  your  clotlies  on  tli(ti?--I  rould  not  sav  I  was 
completely  dressed.  I  might  ha\e  ha<l  juirt  of  my  clothes  on. 
fWhe,,  sho  did  not  an.swer  mej  I  tiled  the  siieek.  but  the  door 
was  lork(M].  .m,!  tlie  key  away.      What  more  could   I  do? 

When  the  niilkman  came  on  S.iturday  morning,  was  it  before 
or   after   you  had   chapped   at  .le.ssie'.s"  door?— I    could    not   be 
pointed  wi'  tiiut  (jucstion  [whether  it  was  before  or  after 
Did  you  take  in  any  milk  on  Saturday  niorning?-    "' 


T'li'ming 
he    had 

.August, 


coidd  take  my 
breakfast   o!i 


No.  I  did 


lircakfast  without  ndlk  as   well 
Satuidav    incirniiig/^1     made 


not  reipiire  it ;  1 
as  wifli  it, 

M;til    \i,u    yeui 
mysel'  a  cup  o'  tea 

Had  the  refusal  t<;  taki'  milk  in  oi:  Satnrd.iv  iiKprning  any- 
thinir  to  do  with  your  not  haMiier  g't  youi  pnmdL','  that  morn- 
ing?— No;  I  could  tAk«  my  jiorndL'e  wan;ing  my  milk,  and 
can  do  so  yet.  The  servant  was  in  the  habit  of  glitinL'  in  the 
milk  in  the  morninc  [for  her  use  She  wculd  L'et  a  laitrer 
quantity  wlien  tihe  was  alive]. 

When  you  first  raw  the  l)aek  door  on  that  Saturday  morningr, 
was  it  locked  on  tho  inside? — It  was  locked  r,n  ;h(>  inside,  and 
the  key  in  [out  of]  it. 

And  when  you  first  saw  the  front  door  uu  that  morning,  how 
was  it? — It  was  on  the  latch.     There  was  no  lock  or  (ham 

You  are  sure  of  that? — 1  ceuld  give  my  oath  on  it. 

You  never  took  the  duiin  off  that  front  doorl— There  wag 
no  chai'i  on  it. 

And  you  did  not  t  ike  it   ,,li;_No. 
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Now,    you    heard    a    "squeal"    ahoiit    fo'T    o'clock    on    the  Jas.  Fleming 
Saturday  mornin<::.        Where  ilid  this    ■   sijueal  "  come  f rom  ?~ - 
When  I  j)irnp)ed  onl  of  njV  bed,  ::ii<i  heard  tho  squeal,  I  tlunipht 
it  mip;ht  \,c  on  the  street.      Next  a  sijueal  followed  twice,   and 
then   I   heard   it   wa;    down   l)elii\v. 

How  loiifx  w,.uld  it  lie  Iti'tweeii  tii  ■  first  and  last  scju-jal  ? — I 
think  it  would  he  hare  a  niinutr  :  thel.  all  was  quiet  as  if  it 
never  hail  talveu  phae. 

Was  it  the  same  voice  that  sfjueahMl  each  time,  so  far  as  you 
could  judf/e  ? — Yes,  hut  not   so  stronir. 

Was  it  a  si|ueal  as  of  distress? — It  was  a  squeal  like  as  if 
something  [sonielKidyj   was   in  distress. 

Did  you  recopniso  the  voice? — No. 

What  did  you  thinlc  "f  it  at  the  time?^I  thoutrht  that  JeBsie 
had  ?:ot  some  [lerson  in  lo  stoji  wi'  her  [after  I  h;id  l'oIii'  to 
bed|. 

And  wh,,t  did  ■  ou  tlunk  had  caused  tiie  S(]ueal  at  the  tinieT — 
Oh,  I  could  no'  ssy  what  caused  it;  hut  I  heard  it  just  as  if 
.•'oraethiiig  [some  person  |  was  in  (jrea*  distress,  and  it  was  by 
in  a  miiiute. 

WliV  did  vou  'Mil  ijo  down? — It  was  ,dl  i|iiict  ,il'i i-iiiiiid ,  and 
1  did  not  third;  of  poiw^  down.  If  the  noise  ha<i  continued 
any  time  it  would  have  been  alariiiiii;r,  and  we  would  have  had 
tci  r.dl  in  the  police. 

When  yo\i  found  lu  the  mornin<_'  tlial  .lessic  was  not  there, 
and  her  iloor  locked,  wliv  did  vou  not  send  out  for  the  rcdicet 
• — |I  was  ay<>  thinkin'  slio  was  awa'  wi'  some  •■'  her  ireens.J  It 
never  occurred  to  me  to  send  for  them  |  ;  thi-.t  tlurc  was  murder 
or  anytliincr  else  o'  tliat  kind  ir.nm  on  in  tiie  hoose| 

In  the  course  of  the  nipht  you  ha  '  heard  scpieals  indiiatiiig 
that  some  person  was  in  trreat  distress,  and  you  did  not  see 
your  servant  ii>  tlie  morning,  (an  you  tell  me  wliy  you  did 
not  in  these  circumstances  give  information  to  the  p(dice? — I 
did  not  think  about  anything  at  tlie  time.  I  was  always  look- 
ing for  her  coming  back,  and  if  any  drink  or  anything  had 
l)een  gami.  she  might  hav  lieen  indue  d  to  go  out,  and  ^vould 
1>«  b:i(.k,  .'ind  I  never  thouglit  of  calling  in  the  police.  1  was 
looking  for  her  back  every  otlier  minute.  I  thought  she  would 
lio  back,  and  it  never  occurre<I  to  me  [trouble  ov  murder,  orj 
any  such  thing. 

Iler  going  away  was  a  very  unexpected  thiiur  to  you  was  it 
not? — Yes. 

When  she  diil  not  come  back  all  Sattirday.  wjiy  did  you  not 
send  for  tiie  polici  ? — I  did  not  think  of  sending  for  them. 

When  Rhe  did  not  come  Imrk  all  Sunuuy,  why  did  you  not 
Rend  for  the  police? — I  kent  Mr.  Fleming  mndd  be  liome  on 
Monday,  and  woidd  jiut  all  thintr«  right. 

Was  there  atiythiiiL'  iti  the  kitchen  that  attracted  your  atten- 
tion ujion  tiie  Saturday? — There  was  naetiuug. 
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Jas.  FUming       Nor  upon  Sunday/ — No:  iK.r  uimii  Sunduy. 
Nor  upon   .Mondavi — Nor  ujjon   Mondav. 

^(ru  wfif  a  ^Tcat  doal  in  tlio  kitclioii  iliiiinL'-  fli<-so  thioo  liavs  / 
— It  was  pey  wat  tliae  days,  and  I  was  jrlad  to  po  down' to 
hfat  my  caiild  feet.  I  incmleil  the  tire  in  t'lO  nion.mtr.  But 
It  was  in.  SI'  I  had  to  ]iiit  on  some  coals. 

You  kf'pt  the  lire  hurning?— Yes,  and  I  put  on  <oals  [a 
patlifrincr  coalj  at  nipht. 

Did  you  see  any  b'ood  m  the  kitolien? — None. 
Did  you  see  any  oinod  ..n  y<.ur  sliirts? — When  1  wdn  laying 
them  hy  there  were  two  uhieii  were  marked. 

Did  you  not  think  that  (|ueer  ? -I  never  thocht  of  blood 
[murder,  or  ony  trouhle  of  that  kindj.  It  never  struck  mo 
tli'To  wonhi  he  anytliinp  whjeh  would  cause  the  bh  od. 

How  do  ynu,  Mr.  Fleniinp.  account  for  Mood  ujion  your 
shirts?— I  know  I  mentioned  to  [the  Fiscal  and  themj  him  "who 
was  examining  me  that  I  saw  on  one  of  the  shirts  something 
like  paint  or  iron  ore.  (Shown  three  shirts.  No.  49  of 
inventory.)  I  see  two  of  them  marketl  red. 
Tliat  i.s  wh.it  you  saw/— That  is  what  I  sfed. 
[Kid  you  iKit  think  at  tl,,.  time  thar  it  miL'ht  be  bloodt-  1 
thought  that  it  might  be  bl,HMi.| 

When  did  you  notice  this  bl(.o(i  du  your  shirts? — On  Saturday 
night  [when  I  was  layin;^  tliem  l^ist  ],"    ('Ih,.  jm-v  I 
the  three  shirts.) 

Mr.   Fleming,   when  you  saw    the  blood  upon  ti 
did  you  account  'or  its  being  there? — I  can't  say 

Did  y  )u  not  thitik  something  was  wrong? — No,  1  did 
never  entered  into  my  head]. 

Wlien  you  had  heard  sciueals  of  great  di.str-ss,  and  ( ouid  not 
see  Jessie,  had  not  even  seen  her  for  a  day.  and  alsn  lo,.nd  her 
door  locked,  as  well  as  blood  on  your '  sliirts.  did  you  not, 
Mr  FleiiiioL'.  thinii  that  s.iirietlnn'_'  was  wrong/ — Nn  ;  I  nevei 
tliocht  anything  was  wrong. 

It  never  occurred  to  you  that  anything  was  wrong! — The 
■querid  vero  only  for  a  mim.te.  and  I  <lid  not  five  he.sl  to 
them.     I  never  tho\ight  ou  the  matter. 

Why  <lid  you  imt  get  Jessie's  door  opened /—Mr  Fh  miiig 
opened  it 

Why  di.l  \ou  not  get  it  opened?— I  never  hail  the  recollection 
to  take  tliat  key  off  tlie  other  door.  If  I  liad  thocht  of  it  I 
Would  have  done  it. 

Wliy  did  you  not  Bend  for  so-  >e  one  to  open  it,  you  who  are 
accustomed  to  that  Hoit  of  thing:  to  get  doors  "op, ncl  and 
locks  repairedf— I  di.ln't  do  it.  [All  I  can  nay  is.  tii.it  J  .hdna 
think  of  it.] 

When  Dandey  cnme  upon  Saturday,  did  vou  know 
frierol  of  .T..-:,i,.',.   „„H  did    hv   tell   Vou    he"  was    from 


M'lc  ex,imine<l 
1'    shirts,  how 


ii.it 


[it 


•  •  was  a 

Falkirk 
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for  the  purpose  of   seeing  her  ( — lie   htid  been   m    town  along  jas.  Fleming 
with  other  two  young  geutkinen,   wiio  were  waiting  upon  him 
when  he  came  to  the  door,  ami  he  said  he  had  to  go  away  in 
the  tram  at  huh'  past  eight  <jclock.      He.  however,  called  again 
upon  the  Sunday,  as  I  told  you. 

Why  did  you  not  tell  Darnley  .lussie  was  amissiug  for  so  long 
a  time/ — I  did  not  tell  iiiui  ;  I  hud  no  business  to  tell  lum. 

Were  you  not  anxious  about  Jessie? — I  was  looking  for  her 
every  minutf   to  come   back. 

Did  he  say  he  had  stopped  over  nitdit  to  see  Jessie  (■ — lie 
said  he  had  proMiised  to  call  on  her. 

Did  he  not  mention  he  had  stayed  o\er  night  to  see  Jessie? 
— No;  he  never  mentioned  that. 

Why  did  you  not  tell  liini  on  Sunday  inght  that  she  had  been 
away  for  two  days.'-— lie  only  sioji|if'!  :i  minute,  and  I  had  no 
occasion  to  tell  him. 

Was  she  ever  out  for  such  a  hngth  of  time  before? — She  had 
ofti'n  been  out  to  sue  her  fiiumls  ihas  been  out  for  the  <iayj. 

But  she  told  you  where  slie  was  truing? — Yes. 

Did  you  not  make  incpiiry  at  the  shops  about  her? — No. 

Did  you  tell  Mr.  M  AUisler  .iboui  her  absence  when  you  saw 
hini  on  Sumlay  / — No;  hi'  askrd  mo  if  I  wa>  tjuing  to  church. 
[I  saw  him  coining  out  of  his  own  door.  | 

Was  Mr.   Sloan  in  your  oHice  on   Saturday? — Yes. 

He  is  your  siju's  confidential  clerk?- -Yes,  I  s:'.w  him  upon 
Saturday. 

Did  you  tell  him  anythinij  aljout  it? — No.  I  told  nobody.  I 
was  expecting  her  every  hour  and  every  nnnnte 

When  did  you  see  youi  siUi  tirst ? — i  pon  .Monday,  after  he 
came  ti>  hi^  diTinc*,  about  four  o'clock.  I  saw  my  grandson 
at   the  s.irne  time,  as  they  both  came  home  together. 

Now.  Mr.  I'lemmg.  did  you  look  for  silver  sioons  when  yoii 
Wanted  to  tike  your  nioals  ? — No,  I  did  not.  i  did  not  require 
thorn.      1  !iad  a  t'-asjioon  ;  it  was  t-nough  for  me 

What  soil    of  a  teaspoon  was  it  f — It  was  a   sdver  teaspidii. 

Was  tliat  ti'aspoon  left  in  tlie  house  afterward./-  I  ken 
liaething  ab<  ut  it.  I  had  no  i  harL'e  of  the  silver  at  ail;  Jesi-ir 
had   the  wholo  charv<  • 

Where  did  you  t'l  i  tliat  -dvcr  t.\ispoon?  Thi  re  v  a  •;  alw.iys 
a  silyer  teaspoon  in  the  kitdii  '  I  sometimes  haM'  seen  table- 
spoon r  in  it. 

Do  vou  know  uhit  h.is  luromo  of  that  silver  teaspoon? — I 
tfll  you  I  ken  naethini»  about  it;  I  took  nae  charge. 

What  had  you  to  your  ihnner  tin  .Saturday? — 1  was  not  very 
particular  tor  niy  dinner:  1  had  a  disfi  -  f  line  tish  that  (  h.id 
steeped.      It  Herved   me  baitii  Saturday  and  Sabbath. 

Had  you  no  other  tcaBpoon  than  the  *ilver  teaipooni-  F  had 
none. 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 

Jas.  Fleming       You  did   not  look  for  any  ?-I  did  not  need  them 
Or  fork?— I  used  a  fork. 

What  kind   of  fork?-Ju.st  a  table  fork:   it  served   the  table 
many  a  tune. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you   that  Jessie,  your  servant,  },ad   run 
away/— .No  |J  never  thought  of  thatj. 

What  sort  of  dress  had  you  o„  that  Friday?— I  had  on  the 
dress  that  I  usuallv  weal'.       I  luid  on  a  n-iir  of  ,„iv.  1   , 

1,1.,  .1 ■  1   iT    1  J"'"    -"  iiu.\eil  trouser.s, 

black  vest,  and  Mack  coat 

weret.j::;;is;i."""^" "''-'  -^  ''■-'  ^''-  -^^  ^^" '-'"-■  ^-'-- 

Lone  of  (1,0  tei::.nts,J   along   with   sonio  other  tlothcs 
Is  that  Daniel  Paton,  of  the  Bridge-ate ?— Yes 
Did  you  never  have  a  hn.wn  coat  a'fter  that  ?— Nr. 

month -r'v"'''  '"','  ''""  "'?'■  '""■  ''''  f"-''^""^'-  ^^i*'""  twelve 
jn.,thsN-^es:     unless    at     the     exaniinati.n     in     the     County 

^^rad   ynu   ;,„y    ,|ua,rel   or   dispute    w,th    Jessie   MTherson  ?- 

Of  any  kind/— N'o. 

\<m  read  tlie  newspapors  rprridnrlv.   vou  sav?— Yes 
Do  you  use  your  spectaeles   when  you  ren.l'/-I   liave  irnt   a 
pair  r.f  new  ones. 

Did  yon  ever  u...  them  hef„re?-I  trot  a  present  of  fhen,  and 
hav.-  cot  a  pair  of  new  glasses  put  in. 

^\hen  you  read,  did  y<,u  use  sp,.rtacles  till  vesterdav  ?— No  • 
I  could  see  wee]   eneuoh   to   read  without   them-at   ka.t    eev 

Was  no  nrlk  t  ,K,„  in  till  the  Tue,sdav?-On  Ihe  S-indav  I 
dul  op,,,  ,,,.  i.,„,  ,„,  ^i,k,  ..,„,,  there  was  none  taken  in' on 
sion.lay.  |lh..re  was  no  milk  taken  on  Pundav,  Monday  or 
iueRday.  Sometimes  I  di<l  not  even  open  tho  door  when 'the 
milk  rame.] 

W,|  Dea.  (to  the  ,-ury)-Have  y,,,,  .n,v  ,|ue>t.on  t.,  a.k 'I 
(Ihere    was    tr.    reply;    and,    ad<iresHing    Mr     Fleming,    his 
lordship  Rni.l)— X.,w,  you  mny  go.  ^ 


E    WatioD 


bv  m!    r,^f     ^^f"'^"-  Pl'vs.nan,  Newton  Terrnpc,  oxnn^inod 

know  Mr  Tr"r/  ^^"""'""'  '"^  ''  ''''■^"■^'^•''^"  '"  ^^"''P^-'  '^"'J 
ktiou  Mr.  John  Fleming,  a.  e.,unl    at.     He  called  upon  me  at  tnv 

house  on  Monday,  the  7th  July,  ..bout  five  o'clock  in  the  a ft^r 
nocm.       I  went  to  his  house  with  him. 

AV    ,'.*t"  ''\:''"'^\y  ^i'^t  >•""  ''«'^.  and  what  you  .li.i  there t 
— «'n  tiif  Way  there  Mr.  Fleming  told  me ' 
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Lord  PEAt* — You  aio  not  to  tell  us  wliat  Mr.  Fleminfr  said  ;   E.  Wation 
tell  us  what  you  saw  and  did. 

Mr.  GiFFOBi! — What  di<i  ynu  do? — He  took  me  down  to  the 
hiund'-v  of  his  house,  and  tliire  I  saw  the  dead  btidy  of  a 
wiiinah. 

Descriln.'  how  it  was  lyinjr? — It  was  lying  on  the  face,  the 
bacl-i  buiiig  u;'y)ermiiSt.  The  ujiper  part  of  tho  body  was 
covere<l  witli  carj>et  :  the  lowur  part  was  not  covered  :  it  was 
naked.  I  saw,  likewise,  m.'.rks  of  blood  upon  the  floor.  I 
said  to  Mr.  Fleminp;,  ''  This  is  evidently  not  a  suicide  ;  you 
h.ad  better  call  in  the  police."  He  did  so.  and  at  his  request 
I  remaineil  m  the  house  till  the  police  and  the  police  surpeon. 
Dr.  Joseph  Fkminjr,  arrived,  with  whom  I  apain  descended  to 
the  r<i<.m,  and  examined  the  body.  We  removed  the  carpet 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  boiiy,  and  found  various  wounds 
upon  the  head,  the  face,  and  the  neck,  and  also  :pon  the 
wrists  of  the  body,  with  one  remarkable  bruise  upon  the  lower 
part  of  the  back.  The  body  was  at  that  time  cold  and  stiflt. 
We  had  it  turned  over,  and  examined  it  as  well  as  we  could, 
without  making  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  b<'<ly.  Of  the 
various  wdiinds  ther^-  was  one.  a  very  hrn'i  one,  across  the 
forehead.  The  bone  was  cut  as  well  as  the  soft  parts.  There 
were  several  similar  wounds  on  the  back  of  the  head.  The 
right  ear  was  cut  in  a  great  many  places,  and  the  bine  Ijehind 
it  "as  fractured  and  broken  into  small  ^rairments.  The  righ' 
side  of  the  lower  jawbone  was  likewise  fractured  in  several 
places,  and  the  soft  parts  c\it  riL'lit  down  upon  the  '"ractures. 
The  neck  was  also  wounded  deeply  upon  the  right  side.  The 
wounds  ujMin  tlie  wrists  weie  one  on  tlio  back  of  one  wrist,  and 
another  ufioi:  the  front  of  the  other  wrist,  but  I  cannot  say 
which  wrist  ha<l  the  w(aind  on  ttic  back  and  which  on  the 
front.  Th.y  were  clean  cuts  tlirouirh  the  skin  down  upon  the 
tendons,  whiili  seemed  to  nie  to  be  ui.hurt  I  tlien  e.\amine<l, 
with  I>r  Fleminfr,  marks  of  blood,  which  we  tr:ir((l  from  where 
the  body  lav  throiitrh  the  passage  into  the  kitchrn,  and  I  also 
notictMl  several  marks,  ajiparently  of  blood,  upon  the  door  of 
the  kitchen,  and  on  the  door  mat  in  the  kitchen  <loorway. 
The  marks  upon  the  kitchen  door  were  inside,  and  were  about 
u  yard  and  a  half  above  the  floor.  The  mat  was  stained 
with  blood,  apparently,  and  when  I  attemiitvd  to  lift  it  I 
fouiKl  that  it  adhered  "to  tlie  tlo(,r  of  th-'  kitchen  doorway,  I 
thought  it  did  so  from  lilood  having  conirulatcd  under  it.  I 
then  went  upstairs,  .uid.  after  a  few  words  with  Mr.  Fleiiiincr, 
T  took  mv  leave  It  was  with  tiie  police  sureeon.  Dr.  Joseph 
Fleminc  that  I  made  this  inRpection. 

You  sav  that  you  could  Ir.ice  blond  marks  from  the  room 
where  the  body  was  Ivine  to  the  kitchen  door  ;   what  like  were 


the- 


-Th; 


t!:iil   like  M-s  if  the  bodv.  whilo  the  V)lood 

37 


fii  ■  : 
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E.W*teon   was    diii,],    had     hwu    dni'rrr^d   tlnrmcrh    th^    u-*  i, 

laund,vtlu^  sleeping  roonro^tSrvant'    ''^''"   '"^°    ^'^ 

On  iuiythmg  else  in  the  kitchen?— No 

;::';:^;;;'  ^.S:.?""  -' ■ '  '■■•""  --  •«"  ->..c.,i.;'i?hirit;' 

m."i;r  j;'';;™','L',''  .;;rs  't,','£  'tt,  "r" '""'  -"-' 

.    [M'""t.    an     ,,,„,    rli,,,,[„.,-    „,    ,.l.-,,ver,    ni,'irke<l     \„      4.    ,n 

^^«;;:,;-L"^'"-,;r;:::„!;'n,;^:,,;i-™-i- 

betn  a  shar,K.r  instrumont  that  n,a<h.  tho  n,ts  ,„  t!,e  w  i't  "nd 
^len  I  sa.d  that  mi.ht  ho  th.  instrument  I  ,-,  .-rVi  t,"  'he 
pounds    „n   the    head    and   neck    and    fare.  The        and,    5 

oh.erv«J  were  sufficient  to  podneo  death 

hp!if  ■tx  r*"'',  '"■'■  I'"">i^"-'>v  almut  the  wounds  on  the 
he«df-rh„t  on  the  foreheml  was  nu.de  aim...,  ,ran.  ori.    ,nd 

mrZ  Zr^  "T",  -^'7';"^  ^•'"-  «'"P'"^  «--  "ke  'ti  t' 
ofthe.ou,V  ''''■'''■''"•    ''"'^''^'^'"^"'-r-Hon   and  form 
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Was  there    any    prtihability    oi   tliese    wounds    being    self-  B.  Watson 
r^dictcd? — (»h!       I  cannot  think  they  were  self-inflicted.       It 


is  quite  impo-^sihle 

Cross-exaiiiine 
beginning  of  your 


suionk 


d   by    Mr.    Clark — Doctor,    you   said    at    the 

esaniination   that   this   was   not   a   case   of 

,ke  that  observation? — The  marks 


What  led  vou  to  ma 


f  blood  on  the  floor,  and  other  things,  caused  me  to  think  it 


was  iKjt  suicide. 


Was  there  anything  said  abi>ut  a  key? — Yes. 

What  was  it?— When  Mr.  Fleming  and  I  were  giung  to  the 


Sandvford   Place   house,    he  said  he  had  found  tlie  room   door 
locked  on  the  inside. 

Lord  Deas — Who  said  that?— Mr.  John  Fleming,  master  of 
the  house.  He  stated  he  thought  he  had  seen  a  key  in  the 
lock  of  the  door  inside. 

Mr.  f'L.AKK — Wliat  did  he  say  became  of  the  key? — He  had 
taken  a  key  from  a  neigldiouriiig  door,  and  opened  with  it  the 
lauudry  door. 

Lord  Dea.s — The  servants'  room? — Yes,  the  door  of  the 
servants'  room. 

Mr.  Ci.ARK — Rut,  about  the  key — what  became  of  the  key 
in  tlir  inside? 

Lord  Heas — He  said  nothing  about  the  key. 

Mr.  Ci.AnK— Yes,  my  lord,  he  spoke  of  a  key  inside.  (To 
witness) — Did  Mr.  Fhrning  say  anything  about  the  key? — 
Y'es,  hi'  said  he  thought  the  key  was  on  the  inside. 

But  did  he  say  how  lie  had  got  ri<l  i>f  the  keyJ — I  am  not 
quite  certain,  but  I  think  lie  said  that  he  liad  struck  it  out, 
and  that  it  fell  in  tho  inside. 

Di.l  he  say  whether  he  heard  the  key  fall?-  No,  I  do  not 
think  he  did. 

Was  he  (piite  collected!  when  he  spoke  of  the  key? — No,  he 
appeared  very  much  excited. 

Did  old  Mr.  Fleming  hear  him  speak  of  it?— No.  It  was 
said  before  v,o  reached  his  hotise,  on  coing  from  mine  to  his. 

Did  you  litnr  him  repeat  that  sayintr  abnut  the  key? — Yes, 
I  think  he  did,  when  the  policemen  were  tie 

Lord  Dea.s — You  think  you  heard  hnn  repeat  that  statement, 
or  some  s\icli  statetneiit  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Clark — Tiie  same  statement? — Ye«. 

V/hat  you  heard  Mr  Fleminir  say  was,  that  there  was  a  key 
inside  of  the  dour,   wln^  h   hi'  had  pushed   out?- — Yes. 

Now,  vou  snv  that  thei-e  v.as  a  ninarliable  bruise  on  the 
lower   p.irt   <if  the   liack? — Yes 

Would  vou  be  L'lii.d  I  noui'li  to  indicate  where  it  was!--It 
was  on  thi'  jiiwer  ji.irt  of  the  backbrine. 

Will,  but   wi.uld  vou  intlicate  the  exact  B[iot,   either  on  my 

I..  1_    .._    .._ )  Tl '..    ..,,       l..,.l,.     /l.^.i..     ll...    I...I1U..1     ■  ,.iiiiv.jl 

tr-r:y     vi      ■■■■:■--  ......     -    ...^ - -. 


u 
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E.  Watson  turnerl    his    hack    t-.wards    the    witness,    .ho    phued    his  hand 

Lord  I)EAs_The  lower  part  of  the   backbone         That  will 
do.^^  ^  I  can  t  wr.te  down  this  as  vo,.  ,ive  .t.       I'd  S; nre  ^ 

^or|a;rierH;L::]i-^ 

xiave  jou  furnied  anv  oninion    iio«  ?     v„  .    ^^i 
instnnnents  which  could' ha^lI'dZiT;"^"  "    ''""'  ■'''  ■"'^"^ 

Have  you  not  said  already  that  the  wound  ha,l  been  caused 
b;  a  heavy  shoe  ?-!  never  said  that  was  the  onlv  cause 

causeJ-No'"  ^"""'"  '^""""   *'"'*   '*   "'-^^   *''''   "^-*   P-'^^ble 

fomSy'^iv^r  '""  ^^  "'''^"^  ''"^^'-^*  --^'  -^d  i'-e  been 
^^Must  It  have  been  given  by  a  person  with  great  force ?-- 
^^Lord  DEAS-If  it  was  piven  by  a  person  at  all?-Surely,  my 

by'a'tl^'l?:^^:;;/'"^  "^  ^'-  --'^^  -  the  head  inflicted 

Lord  hEAs-Vou  mear,  by  the  flat  surface  of  an  instrument? 

Mr.  Clahk-I  understand  that  the  doctor  has  been  s  ,  "  1  L 
o  the  wounds  ,m  the  head  being  mflicted  bv  the  cleave.  -S 
of  the  wounds  on  the  head  might  be  influ-  ed  bv  th^t 
instrument,  used  laterally.  'nn.«tKi    bv     that 

Is  a  hammer  not  the  more  likely  instrument /-(.Hnte  as  likelv 
To  pro,]uce  that  wound/— What  wound?  ' 

ear  vL"""""  ^''^''"^^  "'"  ""'' '~"  *'"•'  "<'"'"^  b^'l""'^  the  r.ght 
NcTSLtani;"'  "'^""  ^'"  """  '■"^■''  ^"  '-"="-  ^tupor?- 
neSl^nly"^''-''^'   ^'"'"'^^   ^^^  "   "^  -*'-•   ''k^'y.    '-ut   not 

J'kof/'HH"""'^  ;"■"",;,  t>'^  '"i''-'"  '■'•  the  nose  vou 
sfupor.  '''   ^^■"'"'"      "'^■>-   ""^''''  ""t  ^'-es.sarily   lead  to 

Was  the  bone  cut  through  in  two  places?— Yes 

Would  that    Ue   the    .e.nlt  „f  f),o  ..,.'.„„.:..      J  - 

think  It  would.  ■       •■ii""'^tuu:  t,f  gr;.-a:  lorcer-i 
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It  was  the  lowt»-  jawbone.      Is  nut  that  a  very  difficult  hone  E.  Wation 
to  cut  throuj.'hl — Yes,  it  is. 

The  inoAt  ilitKcult  to  breiik  of  the  whole  bu'ly/ — Yes,  a  dense, 
touL'h  i)one.  The  woinul  in  the  neck  miu'lit  have  produced 
death  iVom  h;einorrha;.'e  from  the  huge  vessels  included  in 
it.  and  the  rcjietitum  of  the  blows  upon  the  head  niiiilit  col- 
lectively  be  the   ca\ise  of   death. 

Bv  Lord  De.vs- — 1  mean  the  greater  w omuls  upon  the  head, 
though  not  individually  nece.ssarily  mortal,  yet,  being  repeated, 
might  be  the  cause  of  death. 

Mi-.  t'L.\i:K — Were  the  W(junds  on  the  ftprchead  and  on  the 
neck    likelv   to   produce   death.' — Do  you    nuan    immediately/ 

I  mean  necessarily.  Nfit  imme<liately  necessarily? — They 
would  not  have  produced  death  at  the  time,  but  at  a  distance 
they  nuglit. 

Were  xhvv  mortal  wounds? — I  don't  think  so. 


t, 


8.  .JosEiii  I'l.KMiNG,  surgeon  of  pfilice,  examined  by  Mr.  J"'-  Fleming 
GiFFoiu),  deponed — On  Monday,  7tli  .luly,  I  was  called  to  Mr. 
Fleming's  house,  Sandyford  J'lace,  and  went  thitlier  about 
half-past  four  o'clock.  I  found  Dr.  Wat.son  there,  in  the  room 
where  the  body  of  deceased  was  lying.  Dr.  Macleod  went  with 
me  on  the  following  day,  and  we  made  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion.    (Heads  Keport  No.   M>.) 

Glasgow,  July  8,   1862. 

The  undersigned  this  day,  by  the  authority  of  a  warrant 
signed  by  Alexander  IStrathern,  Kscj.,  .Sheriff-Substitute  of 
Lanarkshire,  njade  a  post-iiioitem  e.^annnation  at  No.  17 
Saiidyford  IMace,  of  the  iiody  of  .le>sie  Ml'herson,  which  had 
been  found  under  circumstances  of  great  suspicion  in  a  front 
room  in  the  ground  tioor  of  the  above  house.  [Here  Lord  Peas 
remarked  to  Dr.  Fleming,  as  a  police  surgeon,  that  it  was 
proper  to  state  tluTe  was  matter  here  wliich  was  not  suit- 
able to  a  me<iical  report,  j  The  body  was  lyimr  on  its  back  on 
the  Hoor,  close  to  and  in  front  of  the  bed.  the  elotlies  of  which 
were  heaped  together,  and  in  many  places  deeply  stained  with 
blood.  The  lower  limbs  of  tlic  deceased  lay  fully  exposed, 
and  a  pieci'  of  carpet  was  thrown  carelessly  over  the  head  and 
trunk.  On  ri'iiioviug  the  carpet  tli.-  body  was  seen  t(.  be 
dressed  in  a  chenuse  and  a  knitted  wor^t^'d  jacket.  These 
clothes  weie  all  quite  damp,  and  much  stained  with  blood. 
The  neck  and  chest  appeared  to  have  been  partially  washed. 
The  furniture  of  the  room  was  in  confusion.  Largv  drops  of 
blood  were  seen  on  the  ft.  <.r.  and  that  even  at  a  distance  of 
6   feet    from    the   bodv.        On    furth(>r    examination   it    became 


apparent    that   the   b 


d    been    dragged  from    the   kitchen 


(which  lay  to  the  l)ark  of  tbe  house,   and  where  evidence  of  a 
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Jos.  Fleming  severe  cntiict   was    ol,tui>,e,i)    al.,njr  the    lobby,   to  the  apart- 
ment in  wln.h  it  was  found,  and  also  that  n.perteet  attempts 
iiad  been  made  to  obliterate  the  traces  of  this  removal         Tj  > 
deceased    was   identified   by   Mr.   James   Hemin-.      She '  waa    of 
ordinary  stature,  and  apparently  about  thirtv-tive  yeans  (,f  ajre 
Ifiere  was  no  cadaveric  ripidity  except  in   the  ankle  and   kneo 
joints,  and  the  body  was  (,erfectly  cold.     There  were  no  sim? 
whatever  of  decomposition.      The  head  was  .Ireadfullv  man-ded 
and    the  hair  was   <lishevelle.i   and   marte.l    with    blood     \wo 
de...[,  H.c.sed   wounds   passe.l   transversely   acro.ss   the  bridee   of 
the  nose,  divu  mfr  the  soft  parts  and  the  bones.     Another  trans- 
verse wound    ,U  inches  long,  crossed  the  forehead  in  the  middle 
line,  and  cleft  the  outer  table  (only)  of  the  skull.      In  the  ri-ht 
side  of  the  necK  eleven  wouihIs  could  be  distinctly  di.stinLniished 
These  partook   j.artly  of  the  character  of  lacerated,   contused; 
and   incis.d   wounds.     The  right   ear  was  destroyed,    and    the 
riL'ht  halt  of  the  lower  jaw  broker-   into  fragments.        Some  of 
these  wounds  penetrated  .leey.ly  thr.,ughout  their  whole  extent, 
while  others  only  passed   deeply  at  their  anterior  extremities 
and  g.,t  more  and  more  shallow  as  they  proceeded  backwards 
home  of  these  wounds  also  wore  not  continuous  throughout  their 
*-hole  length,  the   .■ontact   of  the  instrument   uith    the    tissues 
beinir  at  pomts  inf.  rrupted.      The  ^^reat  vessels  of  the  nock  were 
destroyed,  ami  the  outer  tablo  of  the  skull  much  injured,   just 
below  the  right  ear.     Ten  wounds  of  much  less  extent     and  of 
a  less  severe  character  than  those  found  on  the  liLdit  side,  were 
observed  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck.     A  few  shallow  incisions 
exited    also  „„  the  back  of  the  neck.        Midway    betw.u^n   the 
right  ear  and  the  crown  of  the  head  the  scalp  was  divide.l  by 
two  cuts,  each  M  inches  long,  which  had  run  into  one  another 
A  third  incsion  lay  close  to  these',  an,l  beneath  these  the  skull 
was  d...ply  rut.  but  not  divided   in  all  its  thickness.      Nearer 
the  forehead  than  these  incisions,  and  still  upon  the  rieht  side 
of  the  head,  a  large  irrecular  wound  was  f,,und.  iV.rmed  bv  the 
coalescence  of  several   incisions,   and  the  skull  underneath"   was 
irregularly   but   con,pl,.toly  eleft.   part  of  its   outer   table  bein-^ 
^^•holly  detaclKHl,  and   a  piece  about  the  si/e  of  a  florin   driven 
in  and   ,..essed   t.pon  the  brain.      The  brain   was  here  exposed 
and    as  was  subsequently  found,  the  nionibraries  were  wounded 
to  the  extent  of  ..bout  J  of  an  inch.      Three  other  severe  scalp 
wounds  existed  on  the  right  lateroj.osterlor  aspect  of  the  head 
and  these  were  all  accompanied  with  ivjurv  of  the  outer  table 
f   the  .sku  1.     A    further   small    wound,   without  injury  to   the 
■one    was  found  niore  towards  t!,o  forehead  than  any  of  those 
last  described .  .nd  between  them  and  th.-^t  on  the  frontal  bone 
•n  opinmn-  the  h.  ^d    the  membranes  of  the  brain  were  seen  to 
be  nmnjured.    except    at   th..  linnt.d   .pot  above   noted,    where 
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of  the  skull   Wfie   peuetratt-d.        The   viscera   of  the  chest  and  Jos.  Fleming 

abdomen  were  free  of  disease  or  injuiy.       All  the  wounds  on 

the  head  and  nwk.  with  the  exception  of  the  two  on  the  bridge 

oi   the  nr.se  and   that  "u  the  forehead,  wjiieh   were  tiansverse, 

sloped    from    above    d   wnwards,    and    from    behind    forwards. 

The  wotmds  on   tiie    riiriit    side   of   the  neek    were    luueh    more 

severe  tlian  tiiose  on  the  left,  and  it  was  (.nly  on  tlie  right  side 

that  the  bones  of  the  skull  were  injured. 

A  large  ecchymosed  spot  existed  on  the  top  of  the  right 
shoulder,  and  another  presented  itself  on  the  middle  and  back 
part  of  the  left  upper  arm.  There  were  flesh  wounds  of  greater 
or  less  depth  and  extent  on  both  hands  and  arms.  The  right 
hand  was  dreadftilly  mutilated.  One  deep  incision  divided 
the  forchnger,  and  another  the  knuckle.  There  were  nine 
distinct  wounds  on  each  of  the  hands  and  wrists,  tfome  small 
abrasions  were  seen  on  the  outer  aspect  of  each  knee,  and  the 
skin  of  both  knees  and  legs  were  abraded  and  soiled  on  their 
anterior  surface,  and  lioth  feet  were  extended  to  the  utmost. 
Faces  escaped  from  the  anus,  and  the  abdomen  afforded  evi- 
dence of  the  cleceased  havinrr  at  one  time  given  birth  tf)  a  child. 

The  reporters  consider  themselves  justilied  in  drawing  the 
fcdiowing  conclusions  from  tlieir  examination  of  this  body,  and 
the  place  where  it  was  found:  — 

1.  That  this  woman  was  murdered,  and  that  with  extreme 
ferocity. 

■J.   That  her  de.ath  had  taken  place  within  three  days. 

3.  That  a  severe  struggle  had  taken  ]ilace  befoie  death. 

4.  That  such  an  instrument  as  a  cleaver,  for  cutting  meat, 
or  a  similar  weapon,  was  that  m«;ist  likely  to  have  caused  the 
fatal  injuries  found. 

5.  That  the  injuri'  s  had  been  inflicted  before  or  immediately 
after  death. 

6.  T!iat  all  the  wounds  on  the  neck  and  head,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  tho.^e  on  the  nose  ami  forehead,  had  apparently  been 
inflicted  by  a  person  staii<liiig  over  tlie  di  ased  as  she  lay  on 
her  face  on  the  ground. 

7.  That  the  comparatively  slicrht  dcerree  of  strength  shown 
in  the  blows  would  point  to  a  feiuale,  or  a  weal;  man.  as  having 
inflicted  them :  and 

Lastly,  that  the  Itody  !iad  been  drawn  by  the  head,  with  the 
fare  downwards,  alotigr  the  lobbv  from  the  kitchen  to  the  front 


room. 

This  is  the  truth  on  soul  and  conscience. 

Geo.  n.  R.  M.^cr.Kon.  M.!>. 
JnsF-rif  Fi.F.MiNO.  Surgeon. 


F.H.C.S. 


Mr.   OiFFonn — You   say   in  vour  report  that  "  the  body   was 

ivintr  <in   its   iiack   on   iiif   Uooi ,  uiost;  lu  aiiu    ili  liont  Oi   iDc  iiC;i, 


iVIrs.  M'Lachlan. 


JO,.  Fien,.n„  the  clothes  of  .hich  .,r.  I,...,,,,]  to^^ether.-  Would  vou  e.phin 
«hat  appearance  the  lu^ic^Iothes  presented  ?-The  clothes  we  e 
an  Reaped  together   upon   the  be.i.    and   Gained   here    'j  tj^" 

Di.i  you  form   any  opinion    uhether  the  Led   had  been   .lent 

...   or   nor/       ,   would   be   ditKcult    to  form  an    opinion      but    I 

lunk  1      ugld;    probable  that  it  had  been  slept  L      The  Xet 

re  erred   to   in    the   report   appeared   to  have    been   washed     but 

S"  '-twithstandi.ig    a  lar^e  quanftv  of  bl.,„d  in    b      'ent  e 

Did  you  draw  any  inference  iron,  that /-The  inference  whch 

rew   wa.  that  the  sheet   belonged  to   the   bed.    u       tl  a     U 

ha()  lieen  taken  from  it.      I  di.n't  koou-  n)rfi       Ji 

Uid   you   look  partieularlv/— I    am    n(,t   ■,«,>■.       f  i      . 

Any  ,..  the  bolster?— I  don't  rec(  ile<'t 
ahout  the  bed. 

Wh.at    were   the    mr.rks   of    blood    on    the    floor    lik. 
seemed  to  be  lartre  spots  of  blood 

tract  w„,  ,w„„  „„  h;„,„|,  „,  ,1,^  j,,^^;"  >'l"  '--llii'  l.lo.iJy 
>hc   n„..re    nf    ,h:„  cvi,l<,„,. ,_qi,„,   ..../E,)   ^^l^f. 


I  know   very  littl? 
-They 


'  'Id  ol   the  jawbox  at  the  inner  side  of  the  kitchen 


^\as 

np<iii   the 
<loor. 

But   what    led    vou    to    sav  there    werp    m.-l-o      f 
co.-.hct?     These  n^arks   were^u.:.crpau"lp";' tela':/""" 
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I 


atriun  ;i 


sk,  what  wfiv  the  marks  of  a  severe  cimfiitt  before  Jos.  Fleming 


the    (liaL'yinir    todk    place? — Tlicre    were    retnilar 
caused  liv  some  rotifjli   suhstaiice. 


irka 


if 


Lord  IJeap — That  is  streaking  still,  and  the  remark  in  your 


rep  I 


ort  about  "  evidence  of  a  severe  con 


tlict 


just  ci'iitirnis  w 


hat 


I    have  said    alreadv    as    ti<    the    introduction    of    matter    not 
pro[ier  to  a  medical  report. 


Mr.    GiiF(.iun — I    show    vu 


clc; 


iver. 


Would 


surti    an 


instrument  ]p 


til 


e  injuries  you  o 


bservetl  upon  the  body? 


-Y 
Crc 


es. 


-examined  by  Mr.  Cl.\rk — When  I  pxamine<1  the  bed  I 
found  blood  upon  it:  on  the  tiekinp,  which  was  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  be<l. 

Do  vou  mean  by  the  tickinp,  the  mattre  si — Yes.  There 
was  blood  on  the  mattress,  which  was  staine<l  in  certain 
placi's.  There  were  one  or  two  stains.  The  stains  were 
the  size  of  a  halidiand  to  a  wlmle  hand. 

Was  there  much  blood  on  the  sheet? — To  my  mind  there  was 
a  considerable   quantity. 

Was  there  blood  on  both  sides  of  the  sheet? — I  am  not  aware 
that  it  was. 

(To  Court  offieer)— .<how  the  sheet  (No.  2)  to  the  witness. 
(The  sheet  when  exh;l)ited  was,  to  a  trreat  extent,  as  much 
saturated  with  blood  as  if  it  liad  been  steep  .1  in  it.) — I 
think  that  is  the  sheet  I  saw  at  the  corner  o'  tlie  room.  It 
was  quite  damp  then,  and  to  appearance  has  so  far  changed. 
I  thou'jht  then  that  the  sheet  had  been  washed. 

Does  it  have  the  a|j[)earancc  of  having  been  washed? — I  am 
speaking  of  the  impression  on  my  mind. 

Was  there  anv  appearance  of  the  deceased's  person  ha%ma 
been  washed? — Yes.  The  face,  neck,  and  upper  part  of  the 
chest  appeared  to  have  been  washed. 

Had  the  kitchen  floor  the  appearance  of  havinrr  been  washed? 
— It   liad  :  between  the  kitchen  jawbox  and  lobljy. 

W.IS  the  niaik  of  the  trail,  from  the  kitchen  to  the  bedroom, 
washed  out  with  water? — From  the  kitchen  to  the  bedroom 
door  there  was  a  distinct  ajipearance  of  the  floor  having  been 
washed. 

Did  the  washing  stop  at  the  room  door? — Yes. 

Lord  Deas — That  is  the  pavement  that  was  washe<l? — Yes. 

Mr.  Cl.\rk — When  you  saw  these  places  in  the  kitchen  and 
lobbv  washed,  were  they  dry  or  moist? — The  lobby  was 
perfe'Ctly  OKUSt ;  it  was  vry  damp,  as  if  it  had  been  washed 
recently.  The  kitchen  wa-,  drier,  but  stdl  tbtre  was  a  dnnip 
appearance. 

When  you  sav  washed  recently,  what  do  you  mean  :  what 
time  do  you  mean? — It  had  a   damp  appearance,   as  if   it  Lad 
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Jos.  Fleming  Lord  Deas— Y„u  aiv  aske<l  In.w  rfcentlv.  Was  it  an  hour 
or  :i  <lay  Ixlor,./— it  nu-ht  have  been  a  .lav  bof.,re  from 
appcarainf. 

Did  th.  I  ,t.hv  iUKl  kitchen  sem  to  have  been  d..ne  toL'ether? 
— Ihev   had  the  aj.pearance  of  not  ha%iiiir  houi.   done  on   the 
siiuiy  d:iv,   but  that  would  dejieiid  much  on' the  stc.iie 
_    'V\as  thr  appearance  of  the  two  stones  ditferent  ?— Thev  mifrht 

Is  that  in  favour  of  the  washinir  havin-  been  dor,,  at   both 
places  >n  one  dav  or  an-.inst  it?-I  cannot  fnrn.  an  ..union. 

fire  ^n  m'"""!  ''u  "'"  "l  •'"'  ^'M— hv  had  the  k,t<.hen 
hre  on  Mo,,day?-lt  «emed  to  have  the  ai,pearance  of  an 
onhnary  kitchen  fire.     It  w„s  l)uniiier 

han   one  dayj-'lo  form  an  ojunion   a.  to  when   the   washin- 
t(iek  jdace  would  depend  much  <  n  th.-  kitchen  fire 

How  tuar  v>as  tlie  .uoi.st  place  m  th,-  kit^dien  to  the   tire/- 
It  nu,di'   be   ab.,„t    7   or  5   feet  di.stant.     The  pla^e   I     -.ked 

^: '".'  Tu  ""'r.'"'."'  ''■'■''  *''''^  •"'^"'  ^'"'  '^'f'-''^'"  <i'".!    .iich 

was  abnut  JO  ,.r   IJ  f,ct  from  the  k:tohen   fire 

Lord    De..  —Was   there   oidy   one  place   moist?— Yes-    that 

^:i'^  at  the  ,awbr.v,  near  the  kithen  du,,r,  ' 

Mr.   ('i.4KK---I)id  you  notice  any  blood  ..n  the  door?— I  did 
t  ■,  a.  a  mark   nf   blood  of   M,rh  a   de.cn,,t,<,n  that  it  .scorned 

■;:    '      ",   '"";''    1'^"'     I"'''!    sf.,.p,..l    „.     l,lo,.d    and    drawn    aen.ss 

itie  back  ,ind  Ihe  jic^^t  (,f  the  iloor. 

Lord  I.KAs-Your  v,,ice,  doctor,  is  rather  indistinct.      Listen 

and   see  if   I   have   taken  <iowi,   riu'htlv   what   vou   paid         "  j 

noticed  blond  at  t'u.  1  ack  of  the  do,,,,'  aTid  it  had   the   apnea,-- 

thTZl    V:,'"''/""'  '"';"  :'"''"''  '"  ''' '  ""'  ''••--"  across 

the   b.ick  ol   the  door  and  the   pe^ts  ,,f   the  d   ..r  '        Ts    thit 

vvlKit  you  «aid?-Tliat   ,s   one   way   .,f  aceonntn.,.   for    it.    bj 

It  miL'ht  have  been  cuse.l  by  a  bloo.lv  .Ire.s  c.nine  acr.,.-,  it 

^   K..r.l    Dkas  -I)„   von  m.^.m  .niy  part  .-f  a   woman's  dress?-- 

Mr    <\\KK--Any   bI.M.,lv  doth   w.ml.l  .h,  it(-Y<s 
VVas  It  a  very  obvious  mark  ?-It  was  a  verv  obvious  mark 
V  as    he  .ioor  ..pposite  to  th..   win.lo..  ?-N.;.    it  was   .,n  tho 
I'Unt  liaod  side. 

Hut  wa,;  there  plenty  of  liudd  .Lowered  fr.,m  the  ■.vind..w 
upon  ,t?--rhere  was  «  i„rire  kit.h..,,  t.d.I,.  I„,„.„.„  the  w,nd.,w 
nn-l  the  door,  which  N.mi.what  .iarl<en,d    t 

Hut  was  there  p!,.„tv  of  litd.t  to  .,■  ,ho  marks?  }f  vonr  eye 
at  ..nee"        '"      '  d"-«^»'""  'l".v  '-oLd.t  have  been   «een 

■J oil  Kay  that  it    was  an  obvious  mark  /      Yi-.. 

Anil  that  there  was  plentv  ..f  Imdit  to  s<h.  itf— Yr« 
rea^Iil!  sL'TfjJ'^^T''"'"'  *"  '"'"''   '"   "'"^  •'"•^'i-ti'-n  v.,u    woul.i 
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Liird  DEArf — Did  you  say  mark  or  marks? — I  said  marks.       Jos.  Fleming 
Were  tlit-rr  any   hIIrt  marks/ — Yes,    fhire  wt'ru  tlie   marks 
upon  the  j.!u!>!ix. 

Mr.    Clakk  -What,  colmir  is   the    \voi»l   of  Ua-  ja' 


:  ?— Til 


mi[ir(.'S- Inn   oii  my   tniii'l  i.s  that   it    was  a 
not,  painted. 


\M)o(hTi    jav.  Ij(ix, 


but 


the  windi 


the  jav.lxiT;  n|i[)osite  the  window?— The  end  of  it  faced 


W 


ere  these   maiks  ol.ivious /- -They   were  quite  distinct  and 


-'VH 


Kid  you  notice  any  other  marks  of  Mood  in  the  kitchen? — 
I  don't   recollect. 

Hid  you  notice  any  trace  of  l>l(iod  on  tiie  llocir  of  the  kitchen? 
—  I  saw  no  blood  on  the  tioor  of  llie  Kitchen  I  don't  recollect 
of  seeinjr  .'iiv. 


W 


ei(.'  an\  ol  the  wouii 


lis  of  the  deceased  inflict<Hl  after  death? 


— Somo  (.f  tie  ni  had  the  afifiearance  of  havinor  hoen  done  after 
deatli,  hut  the  pri     ipal  wounds  were  all  inflicted  durine  lift\ 
I'i.l  you  notice      leinarkahle  hruise  on  the  lower  ]iart  of  the 


tow 


ards  the  hott 


iif  tl 


Sf) 


-I  d. 


Was  there  niiv  .such  hruise?— I  don't 


Did 


iiit 

lect 


i.llect. 


you  iKpt  :nake  .i  postmortem  exaniinatioii?—  Yes,  and  ii 


my  report  I  liescribed  all  the  murks 

■\ou  <lo  not  in  your  report  descrioe  anv  hruise  on  the  lower 


part    if  the   hack? — That   mit'lit   ho:    tl 


tiiem. 


All  I 


ualit   tl 


\now'  IS, 


lid   vo' 


lere    were  so    iiianv   of 


iioiice  ;inv  trace  of  ,'i  bruie 


on  the  lower  part  (.f  the  back,  for  it  is  not  "mentioned  in  vour 
reportf— I  do  not  recollect  Had  it  lx.*n  there  it  would  jiave 
been  mentiontd  m  tho  i.|.ort  :   fh.it  is,  ha<l  it  been  noticed. 

Are  you  able  to  nay  that  there  was  a  remarkiibh'  bruise  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  back? — I  r.ither  think  there  w.is  not. 

Can  you  tell  me  positively  whether  thci.  was  a  remarkable 
bruise  on  the  lower  part  of  the  back?— All  I  c.in  '^tate  is.  that 


I  dc'Il't  recollect  ha\  n 


I 


ILT  seen   aliv 


Id   h 


Hud  it   iMfii  th 


I  think 


li 


ave  seen 
repor» 


(.u    lia\e 


stated    all    that     Vow    liotieed. 


Bn( 


you  do  not  sthtt  anythiiiL'  <>i  th.it  kind?  -Then  it  was  not 
observed  at  tiu;  time,  or  it  would  h.ive  been  put  down 

Lord  Dbah  Did  you  m.ake  a  full  r\amin.it:on  outside  and 
in  ? — Yes. 

Mr     ('hhk — Wi 


tht 


a    remarkable   bruise    on    tlie    lower 


part  of  the  back,  or  do  you  say  there  was  not? — I  don't  recollect 
aeeine  anything  of  the  kind.       I  can  only  lav  that  I  did  not 


observe  jt.   and  I  mu<!o  n  full  eiamin.ation 

A  JuKoii     When   you  firt-t   biiw  the  bo(h 
back  or   on   the   face? — On  tlie   face 


iiM  it  lying  ou  its 
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I    ^■■'"'1?"!  "^'  ^'■"''"  '•^^''T''"^^  by  Mr.  Gu-kurd.  depon.Kj- 
wonttoM      ri      .^"f'.^''-V'*^"^^'."^of    police     .n     Glasp.w.       I 

the  ,1,  Ml   '...iv    ,„■  ,1,.  ,.,.      .        "  ''^  'n   t  R.  oveninp.     I  ^aw 


tljf  <it  1 
with   rue, 
of    1)1(11 1(1 

lyinp.   an 


i.v    ..,■   ,1,,   „,,n.an    tl.uv.         I    had    tv      ,;,.t«.tives 
'■'.•     )a.  ,,ur,K,M.s  „f  investigation.        I  „„t,ced  .ta  ' 

l.e-^ulc  the  ha'Jiii   stand 


if'e   tlie    horij   was 
"'i  tho  door  (if  the 


rii'/  -  I  (lid,      I  traced 
The  trail  (^imtinued 


pre...  thire  was  tdso  H(jnu"  blood 

Uid  you  trace  any  marks  out  of  thr  r. 
a  traii  from  the  bedroom  to  the  k.tchen         in 

.e/:l^:h::r^:;-:;■;'•'•• '■■--='-- 
rj^f^-prv:-^ 

lilitli.i-T  ..t  :,  l,]„,„|v  1,,,'  I      .  ,  ".  "":  '"'»'— n.ov  were 

i;^l;:EEt!;l:;;;'■■"v^;;;:;:«r■■'•"  ■™^^--"■- 
4t:L:t,-:.;,i::.;i;:;;;s-i:,:>;;^,;;.«.".. 

Il"«    many  imi.iesM.ms  «erc  ihc,. /---T«,,  '' 

u2x;:re-!;:,i!l;:;r=h'.h::i;- 

Lord   i.,.._0„e  of  then.  i.  fa.nter  than  the '.her 
bad  be  n?]'"!'"'     «'^  """"""-"  rejrardinu^   M.n.e  ,,late  that 

m.    1,.,     she  luid  a  rhild  with  her  about  three  vears  ..f  atre 
^Vhat  did  .-ilie  iav? 
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Mr.   liiFFORi) — Dili  bhe  tell  you  wlitn  she  last  saw  Jess? 

Mr.    C'L-\ue  (to   ^vitIies8) — Don't  answer  that  (juestion. 

Mr.  GiFfuRi)  said  he  would  not  pres.s  the  question,  lie  then 
asked  the  witness — You  took  her  into  custody/ — Yes. 

'llien  (iU  tlie  1  Itli  July  you  went  to  the  (Jreennck  railway 
station  to  inquire  theie  / — I  did.  I  saw  there  a  clerk  of  the 
railway. 

L(^rd  De.\.s  (t(j  counsel) — Wait  liiie  minute.  (To  witness) — 
Y'ou  took  the  prisoner  into  custody  on  what  cliarge! — Uu  that 
of  murder  and  theft. 

Mr.  (iuKoiui — 'rhr!!  on  next  day  you  went  to  (lorhals  station? 
— Yes.  X  liMj  had  been  left  there  on  iSaturday,  the  Jth  July, 
iiddn-ssid  to  .Mrs.  Ham,  Jialuilton.  I  went  to  ilaiuilton  the 
same  evenin^r  and  i  ade  inquirie.s  there. 

Did  you  recover  anythintr  tin  re  ( — I  did,  on  Tuesday,  the 
I.'th.   a'  Iiox. 

(Sliown  it  hlack  leather  iiox  or  trunk.  No.  I'J  of  inventory,-.) 
\Miom  <iid  you  (ret  that  from  f— I  pot  it  from  a  yount,'  man 
name<l  John  llainiltun.  >addlrr.  Uatnilton.  Mn  tin-  surceeiiini; 
day,  Wednesday.  Kith  July.  I  went  to  the  (Irtcoocl;  railway 
station 

l>id    \ou   reco\of   aiivthilii.'  there/ — i    did, 

(>liown  a  lilaik  tin  japanned  i)ox.  No,  1'8  if  invtutory  i 
From  ivla.ni  did  you  i,'ei  th.'t  Lox /— From  Jolm  M'Intyre, 
railway  clcrl;. 

Ulieii  you  L'oc  that  hox.  u;i«  it  lull  or  empty? — It  was  full. 
1  took  it  to  the  t'ouiity  JJuidinirs,  where  it  was  opened,  and 
inside  I  found  a  hiaek  silk  watered  i.'owii,  a  hla,  k  silk  jolkn, 
.T  f'haiitrine-coloured  silk  iln^ss.  a  hlnok  silk  ve'vet  chak,  an  '  a 
oroadcloth  cloak.      I   L'ot   nothint.'  iNe. 

iShowti  artioicH  laheiled  No.   L".t,  ;'.(l.  .")]  . 
These  are  the  articles. 

.Mr      CrFFOBI) Y'oU    i.lllcd    one    of    them 

drc^s.     To   me   it   ajpear.s  hi  own/     It    v.; 
coloured  silk  dress  to  mc,  and  that  is  it. 

I>id  any  part  of  the  floor  of  Sanilyfor<l  I'liire  house  iipynar  to 
have  hi^.ii  washed? — The  hednxim  where  the  dea.l  hodv  wnR 
appeared  to  have  heen  washed.  That  part  of  tin'  floor  near 
the  pres^  door  apjieared  to  have  hitii  recently  washed  The 
l.itrh<ii  floor  also  appeared  in  part  to  h  i\r  !■•  en  washed 

Tell  us  what  was  tlie  peculiarity  in  the  appearance  of  wa»h 
inp  that  led  you  to  say  it  had  recently  heen  done? — It  was  white 
and  clean,  whereas  if  if   had  heen   wnshed   .1   coi,    derahl.'  ti'tic 
hefore  It  w.,uld  have  heen  like  ihe  rest  of  the  tioonnc       It  was 
not  moist. 

Tross-eianiined  hy  .Mr  Clm'.k — When  d'd  you  notice  that 
part  of  the  floorinp  had  hecn  washed? — ihout  ton  o'clock  on 
♦  he  viondoy  nipht       I)r    Flemlii?  hni]  hocn  there  htfor* 


A.  ll'CatI 


.')'_'.  .''i.')  of  iii\ciitory.) 

a    chancrincr-colo'ired 
s  calli'd    a   chanping- 


49 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


A.  MXall      Did  ^(,11  nctii  L-  any  blood  oi    trace  of  blood  on   the  kitchen 
floor  i — No,  I  did  not. 

Well,  the  blood  on  thf  liack  of  the  kitchen  door  and  on  the 
jawbox,  was  it  (piite  obvious  .'—It  was  ijuite  so  to  me.  I 
noticed  this  on  tiie  Monday  night  bofore  I  left. 

You  .say  there  was  a  broken  lock  iu  a  box  in  the  room.  Did 
it  look  as  if  recently  broken  ?— I  cannot  sav.  I  Haw  old  Mr 
HLmmfr  that  night.     Ho  made  a  statement  to  me 

What  did  he  say? 

Lord  Dea.s— Du  you  want  to  l„,ar  aiiv  one  thing  he  said 

Mr.  ('L.\iiK— I  want  to  hear  all  he  said. 

Lord   I)i:a<--You  had  better  ask  your  questions  in   detail. 

Mr.  (  LMiK— Did  he  say  anything  about  the  noise  he  heard?— 
Ho  said  he  had  been  wakened  by  tlie  screams,  and  he  thought 
he  heard  another  scream.  He  said  he  thouglit  they  came  from 
the  outside. 


Did  he  say  wh.it   kind  n(  scn:ims  thov 


-Ti 


•verc 


are    .juivstion.s    tn    hr    put    to    the    man 


I.o,, 

himself. 

Mr.  ('i,\UK— The  j.M.sition  I  wish  to  occupy  is  to  lav  before 
the  jury  ihe  same  evidence  nliich  would  have  been  laid  before 
the  jury  if  Mr.  l-'hn.ing  had  been  the  party  at  the  bar;  Kcause 
one  of  my  defences  is  that  Mr.  Fleming  uas  the  j.liso.i  who 
committed  this  munhT.  Surely  I  am  entitled  to  go  into  that 
evidence  f.  r  my  own  jiistihcation,  wlmh  the  Crown  would  be 
entitled  to  go  into  for  tlie  [purpose  of  proving  an  accusation. 
Ii  Mr  rieminggave  t..  tins  witness  a  ditfrrent  account  regarding 
"hat  he  had  seen  and  heard,  I  am  eiititk'd  to  brim,'  it  out. 

Lord  De.\s — I  do  not  object  to  your  putting  questions  to  the 
witness  with  the  view  of  contradicting  anything  that  James 
Heming  paid  in  tin-  box;  but  i  (piestion  the  correctness  of  a 
course  which  might  Ind  lo  iju'  .ontnuiiction  of  what  has  been 
said  out  of  tlie  box  Whi.t  I  hive  .lowii  is  tliat  James  Fleming 
said  to  the  witnes-  t|,,;i  ili,.  screams  he  had  heard  came  from 
tlie  outside 

Mr.  ('i..\i(K  (continuing  the  ei.imination} — Did  he  say  from 
what  kimi  of  person  tliose  screams  came? — Wo. 

Did  lie  not  say  •inything  like  '•  the  screams  of  loose  women  "T 
— He  said  that  it  was  not  an  u-.usunl  tliiuL'  to  hear  screams  from 
loose  characters  at  the  liack  of  tlie  house. 

Did  he  account  for  the  scieams  he  had  heard  m  that  way?— 
That  was  the  exfilanatioti   lie  gave  to  me. 

Did  he  say  he  ha<l  got  out  of  bed  ?— No,  he  .lid  ii.'t. 
Did  he  say  what  lie  had  done  in  bed  ?— Yes ;  he  said  he  raised 
himself   upon    his    elbow    and   looked    at    his   watch,    v  hich   lie 
•aid  he  kept  below   h'"s  pillow. 

Did  he  say  that  he  , .imped  out  ..f  bed?— No. 
Mr    Fleminff  was  apprehended?- Yes. 

"Wlien       m  he  liberated?- 1  think  it   «,-  the  Monday  follow- 
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fy. 


ing.      The    prisoner's    husband    was   also    afipreheudeil    at    the  A.  M'Call 
same  time  as  hersch" ;  it  was  ujilii  a  Sunday. 

W:is  it  known  at  the  time  he  was  uut  (if  tuwn  upon  Saturday 
and  Fiiihiy'/ — No;  I  <li(i  not  know.  He  said  he  had  been 
alisent  :  but  I  had  not  tJjo  means  of  testing  the  ci.rrectness  of 
his  assertion.  There  was  a  box,  now  prodvced.  got  at  the 
Gieenock  station. 

Lord  De.v.s — Was  if  rh.srd? — It  was  tird  with  a  ro[ie,  tlip  lid 
being  tied  down.  Tlie  box  I  or,t  at  llaiiulion  was  not  locked 
when   it  I'ame  into  my  hamls. 

Mr.  (iiFFOKi) — Did  you  look  .it  tlie  f ( et  of  the  murdered 
woman/ — A  piece  of  wood  was  applied  to  the  sole  if  the  luur- 
dereii  wi  lan,  but  it  was  fo\ind  that  the  lentrth  of  her  feet  did 
not  corre-[)ond  with  the  footprints  on  t!ie   floor. 

Lord  1)e.\s — What  was  the  length  of  the  feet  of  the  deceased 
and  that  of  tlie  footprints? — I  can't  s.iy  what  was  the  length 
of  the  feet,  but  there  was  lialf  an  inch  between  the  length  of 
the  feet  of  the  deceased  and  that  of  tlie  f->otmarks. 

Did  you  satisfy  yourself  that  the  feet  of  the  ilrceas(  d  could 
not   have  made  these  footmarks?— I   did. 

Mr.  ('l.\rk — How  did  you  compare  the  lencth  of  tlie  feet  of 
the  deceased  with  that  oif  the  footprints?— I  did  it  with  a  piece 
of  stick.     I  laid  it  upon  the  impression. 

^^as  that  all  the  muterial  ujion  which  you  formed  your  jud,"- 
mcnt?-— Yei 

You  had  not  even    i  footrulc? — No. 

Lord  Dn.^s— Which  foot  was  the  l,,nL-e<t ?— The  foot  of  thi 
nmrrlered  wom.m  was  the  longest.  J  n  eastired  with  the  stick, 
keeping  my  finjirer  and  thunib  at  tlie  place 

10  l)o\Ai.n  ('^Mi'HKi.L,  detective  ofTicer,  ,\nderstnn  ditrict,  D.  Campbell 
examined  bv  Mr  rii-FORu— I  am  a  criminnl  otficr  in  Clisgow. 
I  went  to  .Mr  I'"lemiiiu'"s  house  fin  Mondnv.  the  7th  July,  at 
hall-past  five  in  the  eveninir.  I  found  Dr.  FleminL'  and 
Dr.  Watson  thete  |  was  present  when  thev  e.xan/ii.ed  the 
body. 

(Shown  shift,  Remmet,  atnl  woollen  polka.  No  1  of  inventory. ) 
Did  you  tnko  jKJssession  of  those  articles? — I  did.  I  ;.l.so  took 
possession  of  a  sheet.  It  was  fotind  on  the  basin-stand  nt  the 
door  of  the  bedroom  where  de<eased  was  lyinp ;  it  was  on  the 
solo  of  the  basin-stand. 

(Shown  petticoats  and  a  towel.  Ac,  No.  3  of  inventory.) 
You  also  took  posr-5sion  of  «omo  articles  of  clothing? — They 
were  fotmd  lyincr  on  thi>  floor  nf  thn  room  In  a  driwer  of  the 
kitchen  dresser  I   found   a  cleaver 

Whiil  made  you  take  possession  of  that!  Nothing  further 
than   that  the   rust   upon  it  looked   fresh,  and   there   appeared 

■ ■-'-'  •"•-■i.-a.      i  sav.-  liuicuy  niririis 

upon   the  room    nnd   other  jilnies. 


i 


p 

i 
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Q.  Campbell 


Did  you  notice  a  footstep  in  blood  on  the  floor  of  the  room) 
—I  did.  I  examined  the  feet  of  the  dead  body  to  see  if  they 
could  have  made  the  footprint.  I  measured  the  footprint,  and 
compared  it  with  a  measure  I  took  of  the  feet  of  the  deceased. 

Lord  Dk.v^^— How  did  you  measure  them?  Did  vou  measure 
their   length    and    breadth? — Yes. 

-Mr.  GufoiiD— WJiat  was  the  result?— I  foun.  that  the  foot 
of  the  deceased  was  longer  than  the  mea.suie  of  the  niark.-^ 
on  the  floor. 

L..nl  KE.V5,— Did  you  n.ea.,ure  them  with  a  f,.otrule?— \o  • 
I  mea.surea  them  with  a  piece  of  w..,,d,  a  thin  spale  which  I 
cut  ?  >  exaeily  tlie  length  of  the  mark  on  the  floor 

Mr.  Cl.\kk— Where  is  this  spale?  Did  vou  pre.servf  it?— 
1  (iui. 

Where  i.s  it  .'— Here  it  is  (t;.kinL-the  piece  of  spale  out  of  his 
pocket,   and  handinf.'  it  to   Mr.   Cl.irk). 

Mr.  C'L.MiK  (addressing  the  Cdurt)— We  cannot  have  that 
now.  Inn  It  should  ha\e  been  produced  bv  the  (Vown 
authiaities. 

-Mr.  GiFFORi)~Tlie  f(,otprint.  vou  sav.  w:is  shorter  than  the 
foot  of  the  <leceased  ?— The  foot  of  the  deceased  was  rather 
longer. 

You  are  sati-ti.,!  tl,:,t  the  footj.rint  ceuld  not  have  been  made 
by  the  deceased? 

Mr.  ('L.\UK--Healiy,  ue  sh,,uld  have  the  means  of  substan- 
tiatiiigr  that  for  ourselves. 

Lord  Deas— Yen  were  satisfied  that  the  de(  eased's  fodt  c<.uld 
not  h  ve  made  t!ie  m^.rk?— I  was  Batisfied  of  th.it  bv  the  lentrth 
of  the  fdotroark. 

Mr.    Ginoiui— You  s,.y  y<,u   were   at  the   hou  :-  at   half-past 

five  ocl(ick.        Did  yon  at   that  time— it  was   m.u]   dayli-'lit 

notice  ai  _>  marks  .m  the  floor  of  the  lobbv  and  kitchen  •  upon 
the  kitchen  iol,|,y  (— Well,  there  uas  a  larpe  score  ah-ng  the 
floor  of  the  kitchen,  and  in  the  lohbv  lea<ling  into  the  bedroom 
of  the  deceased,  and  al.so  on  a  portion  ..f  the  floor  of  the  mom 
on   which  <lcx'eased  was  lying. 

Were  there  marks  of  washing  on  anv  part  nf  the  fli.or?— 
On  the  kit<h.  n  lh.,,r  it  aiipeare.i  as  if  s.'me  jierson  had  washed 
a  poition  of   it, 

Wh.it  was  the  exn^t  appearance  ?—W.l!,  it  was  quite  drv 
at  the  time,  an<l  it  appeared  ns  if  it  miL'lit  have  been  done  a 
couple  of  d.iys  previouslv. 

Di<l  it  seem  a<  if  it  had  been  I  redden  uj.on  since  the 
washn,?.'  -N..,  It  did  nnt  appear  as  if  it  had  been  mu,  h 
tr(.iielen  upon. 

Cross-examined    bv    Mr.    Ci  uik — Did   y 
upon  the  kitchen  floor?— Well,   I  did   not 


III    notice    any   blood 
:    but    the   floor   had 


"usiitni    up. 


aud  had  a  Ieddl^h  tinge  u|m,„  ,t  as  from  a  preasy  substance. 
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Did   it   appear  as    if   blodd  had   bee?i    washed    from    off    the  D.  CampbeB 
floor? — That   was  the  impressidn  on  my  mind  at  the  time. 

W;;:?  tiie  washing  continueil  from  the  kitchen  irit  •  the 
Icjlihy  !  Wn<i  there  any  wasliiajr  in  the  lobby? — There  did 
not  appear   to   l)e    any.         I    was    left  i:\  irge   of   llie  house 

that  niizht.      I  searched  the  house. 

Did  you  find  any  brrwn  c'othes  in  the  hiuse,  men's  clothes) 
— Yes,  there  were  some  clothes  found  in  a  room  uj    tmrs. 

Were  they  brown  coloureil? — T  c^mnot  say.  I  think  they 
were  of  various  C(dours. 

Did  you  find  brown  clothes  in  t!ie  house? — .Vs  to  colour 
I  cannot  say. 

Did  you  find  anythinrr  in  tiie  room  where  old  Mr.  Fleming 
kept  his  clothes/ — Yes;  I  foniid  snnie  shirts  in  a  chest  of 
drawers  with  sj)ots  of  blood  oi,  them. 

Lord  De.vs — With  spots  of  blood  on  them,  you  say? — Yes, 
on  the  slet  ve  of  the  shirts. 

Ml.  Clark — .Are  those  the  shirts?  (Shown  No.  I!i.) — Thov 
are. 

Lord  De.^s — 1'  you  say  that  these  were  f^  und  in  a  drawer 
pointed  out  by  old  Mr.  KieminL'? — Mr.  Flrtniiifr  gave  me  the 
key  to  open  the  drawer  in   wliiiii  I  found  them. 

Mr.  Cl.\rk — Did  you  notice  any  marks  of  blood  on  the 
floor  of  the  room? — Yes. 

What  were  they? — Some  spots  of  blood  in  the  cent  -  of  the 
room  floor. 

Lord  Deas —There  was  no  bed  in  that  room,  was  there? — 
No. 

Mr.  Cl.\rk — IMd  you  find  anything  in  Mr.  Fleming's  bed- 
room upstairs? — No  :  I  ani  niit  aware  of  anything  being  found 
tliere. 

Mr.  (tiFFOBD — Were  the  shirtM  you  found  folded? — They 
were. 

Did  they  ;>p{iear  to  have  been  mwly  dressed  ?   -Yes. 

Did  yon  get  keys  to  open  the  other  chests  of  ilr.iweis  tliat 
were  in  tlie  house? — No,  they  were  open. 

fiOrd  liE.\s — Did  he  give  you  more  than  o!h>  kev  ? — Ih^  cave 
me  a  bunch. 

Hut  were  there  more  keys  tliiin  one  on  the  bui.rh  that  opened 
the  drawers?- -No  :   there  was  just   one. 

Mr  *'i,\RK — Did  v-  n  see  anvthing  that  hail  been  used  in 
washing'  u[i  tin'  bl-ol?  T  cnnnot  sny  th;it  I  saw  .invthine  that 
had  i)f'»'n  so  usid.  Iiiir  thiri'  were  a  numl)er  of  cloths  wiiich 
I  saw  ;    but   whether  they  were  so  used  or  not  I  cannot  say 

Hut  did  you  not  ex.imine  to  see  if  there  were  anv  such 
cloths? — !  did  There  were  two  small  cdl.irs,  in  which  there 
Wire  sonie   wet  rlntliH   whicli   iniirKt   h^ive   be«'!>   u«»<i 

Were   thev    iinrked   with    l)l(ioin — No.   thev  were  not. 


ih 
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A.  Thomson  11.  Avdlev  Th,,m^on,  criminal  officer  in  the  Central  District 
~*  ^^■'•'^  ■■'  •'^''-  Mfininc's  house.  Siuulvfonl  Place  on 
Mcnday,  7ih  July,  an.l  saw  the  IxkIv  and"  the  aj-pearances 
there.  I  umt  about  nine  o'clock  at  niirht.  I  ne'it  in  com- 
pany with  Siij„.rintci„|ent  M-Call.  I  was  l)ark  <,n  the  13th, 
when  I  took  jM,s.ses.<ioii  of  the  kev  now  shown  me.  label  \o  g' 
which  was  fnund  in  the  door  of  the  room  where  deceased  was 
found.  I  ;,;.[.ji,.d  that  key  to  the  fiautrv  door,  and  fou'  it 
openiHi  It  and  lorkcd  it.  I  was  with  Mr,  M'Call  on  Sunday, 
the  I.itli,  when  the  prisoner  was  apprehemie.l.  and  was  at 
difTcrent  times  afterwaids,  at  lier  house,  wliicli  is  at  l^''' 
Broomudaw.  (Show,,  a  key,  label  No.  38.)  I  p.t  that  key  in 
tl,e  piasoiiers  house,    in    ti,e   ju-ess  door   in   t],e  lobby. 

By  Lord  Dea.s— The  key  was  standing  it   the  h^ck  of  the  press 
door  II,   the    Inbbv. 

Mr^    Ckkoui,— Did    yon    try    whctlicr    that    kcv    would    open 
,  the  check   lock   .,f  the   .u.tcr  dnop  of  the  prisoners  house?— I 

did    l,ut   ,t  could  not.        .Mr.    Sn,ith,  who  was  alon?  with  me 
took  the  lock  oi!  t,,  try  it.  but  it   would  not  do. 
-  ^    Did  you  f.'o  with  Bernard  M  Laudilin  to  the  house  of  Mary 

Hiack     or     .Vdaiiis/— I    ,iid,       (Shown    crinoline     wires      label 
^o.    :'.),)      I   vr,,t   these  there. 

Did  you  look  at  tlie  crii,oIine  wires?— I  did,  and  found 
portions  ot  the  wires  liare,  ar,d  r,n  another  portion  I  considerwl 
there  had  been  blood.  I  pot  possession  of  other  two  small 
keys  in  the  pri.soner's  house.  (Shown  them.  l:,l,cl  No.  .39  ) 
Ihey  were  t<io  small  to  (,{,en  the  outer  door.  (Shown  the  two 
keys,  label  No,  H),)  These  kevs  were  als,,  found  in  the 
pns(,ncrs  hous.^  None  of  them  would  open  the  outer  door, 
(>hown  a  Sleeve,  or  {lart  of  a  sleeve  of  a  <lress,  label  No.  23.) 
I  found  that  in  the  prisoner's  house  on  the  17th.  It  was  picked 
up  bv  Mary  Bl  ck  or  -Adams,  ii,  mv  presence. 

Did  you  !.r,,  to  Sandyford  I'la'ce  in  searcli  of  a  bottle?— 
(Shown  a  bottle,  label  No.  5,  ami  identifies  it.)  There  was 
no  cork  ,!,  It;  it  smelled  of  rum.  I  also  tasted  a  small 
portion  that  was  in  it,  atid  was  (|uite  satisfied  that  it  contained 
rum.       I  tound  the  bottle  on  the  l.'fh. 

By  Lord  DE.^s— I  eot  the  bottl.>  in  a  press  or  closet  whore 
were  a  numlier  of  other  bottles,  in  the  h-bby  in  the  hiw'flat. 

W.  Smith  I'j    \v„,,,i.,M  Smith,  criminal  officer  1     the  Central  District  of 

Gla-pow  Police-  I  went  alonp  with  the  la-t  witness  to 
the  prisoner's    house,    ami    pot    a   number   of    kevg    there  I 

went  .in  the  l.ith.  14th,  an<i  1.",th  Julv.  I  tried  these  kevs 
to  see  if  any  of  them  woul.i  open  the  outer  .lo,,,-  of  the 
prisoner's  house,  but  thev  could  n^^t,  I  even  took  tlie  lock 
of  tiie  door  ofiF.    and   fried    it.    but    th.  v  could    not  onpn   ;♦  T 

was  present  w  h.  n  the  sleeve  was  f,,und  in  the  prisoner's  house 
•  '11  the  Hth  ,I,,ly,        The  house  consisted  of  three  apartments, 
tw,,  r.ioius  and   a   kitchen       It  is  situatfMl   v.v  two  stairs 
54 


Evidence  for  Prosecution. 


i 


■1 
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4th   Julv,    about  half- 


past    nine   o'chick.        I    went    across    to    see    Mrs.    M'Lachhin. 

insisted 
■<1  the 


I    went   to    lur 
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Th 


IKUISC     C' 
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Mrs. 


There  was  a  concealed  bed  in  the  prisoner's  room. 


am 


,11    o[poi)ed     the    door    to     me.        I    fourd     M 


M'Lart'an   in  her  roum  <lressin£j  to  cro  out 


rs. 
She  had  on  her 


cloak,  ,Tnd  seemed  to  be  fiuttin<r  on  her  bonnet.  She  said  she 
was  TroiiiET  to  see  a  delicate  chiUi  of  Mrs.  M'Gre'.'or,  a  friend  of 
hers,  and  that  she  would  not  be  lonj?.  The  pi-isotui''s  child, 
about  three  years  old  in  June,  was  in  the  be<!  in  ttie  parlour. 
This  was  about  hMlf-[iast  niiie.  I  went  out  of  the  house  along 
v>irh  the  prisoner.  We  went  aloni.r  the  Hroomielaw,  up 
Washincrton  Street,  to  the  corner  of  Stobcross  Street,  where 
I  parterl  with  lier.  She  crossed  the  street  towards  the  Gushet 
House.  It  miirht  be  ten  o'elnck,  or  five  miinites  past  ten, 
vhcn  we  parted.  I  could  not  say  what  way  she  was  poing. 
She  had  on  a  prey  cloak  and  a  velvet  drab-coIoured  bonnet, 
and  it  seemed  to  be  a  dark  dress  which  she  wore.  Before 
I  left  tlie  prisoner's  house  that  niirht  she  pave  me  a  plass  of 
ru)n  and  a  l)iscuit.  She  went  out  of  the  house,  but  I  cannot 
say  \\hetlier  she  bi-oupht  in  the  rum  then  or  not.  She  was 
not  many  minutes  away.  It  was  a  small  bottle,  b\it  I  could 
not  say  what  kind  it  was.  (Shdwn  ilnss.  label  Xo.  '27.)  I  can't 
say  that  I  saw  the  prisoner  wearinp  that  pown,  but  I  have 
seen  her  wear  one  like  it. 

Cross-examine<l  by  Mr.  Ci.ark — I  have  known  the  prisoner 
since  she  was  a  child.  She  is  of  a  mild  disposition.  She  has 
been  in  weak  health  since  the  birth  of  her  child.  She  was 
lonp  confined  after  u  was  born.  She  h.is  had  only  one  child  so 
far  as  I  know.  She  is  not  a  violent  woman  in  any  respect,  and 
was  always  civil  to  oihers.  She  and  her  husband  always  lived 
comiortalily  topetiier. 

14.  M.iur.AiiET  M  Ken'zie  or  CAMrnKi.i.,  wife  nf  Dimald  Tamp-  M.  Campbell 
bell,  seaman.  Clydesdale  Iluildinps,  Hroomielaw  Street, 
Glaspiiw,  examined  by  Mr.  Giffohh  -I  lived  in  the  Hroomielaw 
with  the  prisoiiiT.  I  C'liie  to  iier  hous,-  in  May  last.  I  took 
two  of  the  .aiiartiiients  (i  the  three  of  wliieh  the  prisoner's  linuae 
consisted.  My  t^c  apartmetits  were  the  kitcheii  and  befiroom. 
I  stdl  live  in  the  house.  There  is  an  outer  door  and  a  long 
liibby.  The  first  apartment  you  come  to  on  nassinp  throurrh 
the  (Uitside  doer  is   the   kit<hen.        The   neit  is  the   bedroom, 
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M.  Campbell  and   the  third   isi  the   apMitrntnt  ^vhk•h  the  prisoner  ocrupifd 
and  wliK-h  IS  at  the  end  (.f  the  lehhv.      These  tliree  aj.artmcnta 
are  all  en  the  same  side  of  the  l,,hhv.     The  prisoner's  husband 
IS  a  sea- far  111!.'  man.   and  ^\as  often  from   homo.        Their  c!,ild 
IS  three  ye.ii-  of  ajre.        I  remember  the  4th  Jnlv  J.st.        The 
prisoner  sent  my  irirl  to  the  post  office  on  the  evenin-  of  that 
day    l<.r   envelopes,        Tlds    was    t^-n    o'clock.         The    prisoner 
got    tho    envelojies,    after    «],i,li     the    prisoner    dresse.l    herself 
in   a  drab  bc.niiet.   a  ^rrey  cloak,    an<l  a   brown   merino  po^vn. 
Mrs.  Fraser,  the  last  witness,  came  in  before  the  pris.,ner  went 
out.         I     .■idnutted     Mrs.     Fraser.     an.)     showed    her     into     thv 
prisoner's    rn„m.      !    then    went    to    ni:iip    in    the    kitchen    n-id 
pot  to  bed.       I  sleep  in  the  kitchen.       The  prisoner  came  into 
the  kitchen  and  opened  the  press    and  appearwl  as  if  .she  had 
taken  away  something.        I  can't  sav  what   she  to.      out  :   but 
I    know   there    were  a  liread  basket   and    a    bottle    in    i-  I 

looked    carelessly    into  the   press    nest    mornine,    but    did    not 
miss  the  bottle.     I,  however,  do  not  remember  'seeinsr  it  there 
at  that   time.        I   missed    it  on   the    Momlav   follow mjr.        It 
was  a  common  bottle.     (Siiown  jrlass  bottle, 'No.  .').)     Tint    is 
about  the   size,    shape,   and  colour   of  mv   bottle,    but  I  can't 
Bay  that  it  is  mine.       I  heard,  after  this, 'foot.steps  co  out,  and 
the   outer  door   shuttincr.        This    was   about  ten    o'clock.        I 
never  saw    a    check    key    for   the    door    since    I    came   to  the 
house.       There  is  no  handle  at  the  outside  of  the  door  which 
admits  of  its  beinp  opened   from   the  outside.       The  prisomr 
often  talked  of  ijettinp  a  check  key  for  the  door.       There  was 
a  check  lock  which  could  have  been  opene<l  from  the  outside 
had  there  been   a   key.        I  did  not  fall  asleep  till  mv  lodger 
came  in,  which  was  about  eleven  o'clock.       His  nnme'ig  .fohn 
Macdonald.        He's     away     to     Karashae     (Kurrachee,     East 
Indies).       '\iVhen  he  came  in  he  went  rieht  to  his  bedroom       I 
could  not  say   when   I  fell  asleep.      It  miL'ht  be  a  while,    but 
I  could  not  say  how  lonp.       I  was  under  the  impression"  that 
the  [.risoncr  went  out,   owinjr  to   h.  r  havinjr  spoken   of  fr"inp 
out,   and   as  I  saw  her  dressed  to   l'o  out   before  Mrs.    Eraser 
came   in.   I  .liad   an  expectation  that    I   w mid   have  to   rise  to 
let  her   in;   but  I   was  not  quite   sure      I  did   not   wake  - .]! 
next  morninp,   at   half-past  five  o'clock.        I   was  awakene.,   by 
the  crying  of  the  prisoner's  child.       I  went   into  the  prisoner's 
room,  an<l  took  the  child  out  of   Oed  and  <lresscd  him        Tlie 
prisoner    was    not   in   the    room.        The   child    was  ahme.        I 
dresved  the  child. 

_  I)id  you  see  t:ie  clock  when  you  said  it  was  about  five 
o  clock  ?—^es,  I  see  the  clock  in  the  south  side  quite  visibly 
from  my   house  windows. 

Lord  l>EAS— A  public  clock?— Yes.  a  nnblic  cl,.rU  in  tl,.    =^.,fl. 
side.  '  ■*■" 
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■V 


Mr  GiFFOHD- W  hat  did  vou  d.,  with  the  httle  cliihH— I  gave 
him  a  "puce"  and  he  fell  asleep,  and  I  put  him  into  hiB 
ni   ther's   bed  apain. 

Did  anvi.ody  come  to  the  duor  aft-r  t!.it?— No,  sir;  the 
milk  pill  "was  the  first  that  came  to  tin-  doer  after  that,  and 
I  t.iok  iu  the  milk.  'Ihat  would  be  b.-tween  eipht  and  nine 
o'dnck.  Mr.s.  MLaelilan  came  aftir  that— about  nine  o'clock 
on  the  Saturday  moiniriir.  She  rang  the  bell,  and  I,  opening 
the  donr,  let  her  in.  1  had  not  seen  iier  sincv  the  night  biiore, 
whrii  she  was  dressed  to  go  out,  ;.nd  camo  into  my  kitchen. 
When  sli!'  came  in  she  liad  her  own  bonnet  and  cloak  on,  but 
I  do  not  know,  not  having  looked,  whether  the  dress  was  the 
same.  She  was  carrying  a  bundle — a  large  bundle — under  her 
cloak  When  >lie  came  in,  and,  just  as  1  opened  the  door,  slie 
said,  "Is  that  you  i"  or  "There  you  go!"  or  s(.metliing  like 
that,  and  jjass'  d  straight  int  her  own  ronm.  1  did  not  ask  where 
she  had  been.  I  neit  saw  her  going  do.\n  the  stair  carrying 
a  clothes  basket  a  short  time  itter,  and  she  returned  very 
Boon  ag.iin.  I  ob^ervf  1  her  dress.  I  notir >  d  that  she  had 
on  a  dress  which  1  ha  never  before  seen  on  her — a  merino 
dress  of  recMish  colmr,  a;  the  back  of  it  pleated,  and  I 
think  it  \^a8  trimmed  with  ulue  velvet.  The  prisoner  has  a 
cellar    downstairs    in    which    she    keeps    things.  When    she 

returned  from  going  downstairs  Aie  went  into  her  own  room, 
and  I  next  heard  h*  r  come  into  the  lobby  nd  call  out  to  me, 
asking  me  to  kindle  a  lire  in  her  room  ;  vhe  then  went  out. 
This  would  be  about  ten  o'clock,  and  she  returned  once 
more  netween  twelve  and  one.  I  saw  her  shortly  after  tliat 
on  going  into  her  room  for  a  little  basket  which  she  had 
borrowed  from  me  on   Friday   night. 

Did  you  notice  what  dress  she  had  on  then  ? — Yes ;  she  had 
on  a  blue  poplin  dress.  (Shown  dress,  label  iu  inventory 
No.  27.)  That  i^  Mr-  M'Luohlan's  own  dress,  and  I  have  seen 
her  wearing  it  lieforr. 

When  did  you  see  ker  next! — I  saw  her  again  about  two 
o'clock,  going  out  with  her  little  iioy,  and  she  soon  ifturned 
once  more,  and  went  out  again  witii  a  lilack  box. 

Lord  Df..\?- -At  what  time  would  this  be? — I  cannot  exactly 
tell,  but  I  tl  nk  it  might  be  about  three  or  four  o'c'ock.  The 
box  was  similar  to  that  I  now  see  (being  sli(iwn  leatlui  trunk, 
labelled  No.  11)).  and  I  think  I  h  ive  seen  that  box  in  tiif  house 
i,,,f. ..... 

Mr.  GiFFOKD — Do  you  know  the  girl  Sarah  .\danis? — Yes,  sir. 
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M.  Campbell  DkI  she  come  n,  ah.ut  that  tinu-?-!  d,d  not  see  her  at  all 
Mrs  MJ.aclilai,  came  back  again  soon  alter  takin-  out  the 
black  box,  ar,d  she  went  out  again  with  her  little  bov  that 
nipht.  M,e  h,.,!  ou  a  prey  cloak.  (Shown  grev  cloak,  No  :13 
ot  inventory. ,  It  was  a  grey  cloak  that,  hut  it  had  tassels, 
and  t.,at  has  none.  Ihey  mu.st  have  been  taken  off,  if  that  is  it 
bhe  came  m  again  that  night,  an.l  when  she  returned  .he 
showed  me  a  httle  bonnet  which  she  had  bought  for  her  Ron 

Did  she  show  you  anything  that  she  had  bought  for  herself  J 
->ot  tha    njght,  but  on  the  following.  Monday  she  showed  me 

L^od'o^t'cd^""^'  ''^"  ^^'"^  ''"■ ''-'  ^"^  '--y  ^'-'p-  ^* 

mJ^"  (rT  'W"'".^^'^'''","'^*^''  '"'  -^'5'""^?-I  have  seen  her  at 
Ms.  MLachans,  and  I  ,lunk  she  was  there  on  Saturday 
aternoon.  call,,,,:  on  Mrs.  M  Laehlan :  but  I  cannot  say  at 
what  tune.  Mr..  Adams  wasl,ed  for  the  prisoner.  (ShoA 
article  .njuvcntory,  labelled  No.  ;i..,  a  merino  gown.)  ^  That 
might  he  the  same  pown  she  had  nn  „n  the  Saturday    nornin.r 

if  it  ^ZT  "•'.  V''  "c^'" "  ^''^'"^^■'^'  -^'^  '^'  i'>oi "  1  k^  ^; 

o  b.  ri  ^r  '^^'^-  ^''''  t'i"^'"i"^'^  ""  it  Ho  not  armear 
to  be  like  the  way  it  was  trimmed  before 

Did  you  know  the  decea.sed  Jessie  M  I'herson  ?-I  have  seen 
her  more  than  once  in   Mrs.    MLaehlanV. 

Have  you  ever  seen  these  dresses  before?     (Shown  black  and 

MM      •  ?■     ■''%■■;  :':'"■"'  ^  ^^'^'  °"^  •^^^'^'"t"'  'l^^v  in  Mrs. 

h  hill'  t  '""^iT'  ^''^'1^^''^°"-    ^1"^   ^'^^'^-ed.        I-  observed 
It  li.Ki  1,1,1, k  Silk  ilounccs  covering  a  black  .skirt 

Ihe  flouncs  were  the  same  as  those  now  shown  vou?— Yes 
tha,e;-lhey  are  very  like  a  petticoat  that  Mrs.  M'Lachlan 
__Wd  I)EAS-That  is  to  say,  they  are  like  pieces  of  a  petticoat? 

an/ri  "'"''■♦'""  "*  °""  *'""■  ^f'"-   ^1-1-Hddan  washed  it. 

and    I    n.,ticc<!   ,t    was  very   stiff.    ..„d    I    remarke.i    it  to    Mrs 
Ml^jclilan,   and  she  said  that  it   w.s  m.  de  out   of  a  pLce" 

Was  the   texture  the  same 
like    it. 

(Shown   twenty  pieces  of  coburg,    label    No 
recognise    these?— They    are    very    like    tht 
M  Laehlan  wore  on   the  Friday, 
drii'f"  v''   Pf'^^'^   '"'^v     l^ut  "they   are  like  the  pieces   of   the 
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:ie    dress    that    Mrs. 
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Are  there   any   remains   '.'f   tlouncea 
iecos  ol  tiimnceH 


tliero? — Yes;    these   are  M.  Campbell 


It 

Is   vor.r 


Bmall  pnn--.-,  ,,1  ,...,.....,...  ,     t-         -ill 

^Vas  Mrs.    MLachlan's   dross    a   iimuirtMl    une7—\c,s;    it   had 

threi'    flo\inccs. 

(Shovvn  sleeve,  label  \o.  23.)  Is  that  like  the  sieeve  of  her 
<iress/— That  is  like  xhv  sleeve  of  the  dress  which  has  just 
been  shown  me.      The  dr«'ss  she  wore  on  Friday. 

(Shown  six  iiieces  of  wincev,  No.  21.)     Do  yon  kiiou   these  (- 
That  is  not  like  the  clour  of  the  dress  I  esaniine<l  belorc. 
mav    be   the  gaslight. 

Lord   De.\.s— Lock   at   the  label   attached  to  them. 

Bipnature  on  it/ — Yes.  ,•,-<•  t 

Did  vou  examine  that  in  tlie  Fiseal's  otticc  before  (—'» es.  1 
then  tlloiiglit  ii  was  somethin<r  like  the  wineey  petticoat  that 
she  (.Mrs.'ilLachlan)  n-ed  to  wear. 

Cross-examined  bv  Mr.  Clauk— Do  you  know  that  flannel 
petticoat  ?  (Shown  label  No.  L'l)— I  have  never  seen  that  before, 
eice{)t  in  the  County  Buildiners. 

Y(,u  sav  that  Mrs.  M  Lachlau  had  on  a  blue  [lopliu  dress  on 
Saturday"  What  time  of  the  day  was  that?— Well,  I  cannot 
Kay.  Tnotired  it  in  Mrs.  MLachlan's  wlien  I  went  in  for  the 
little  basket  between  one  and  two  o'clock.  When  the  prisoner 
was  liviiii:  with  me  she  was  always  in  delicate  health,  but 
I  cannot  exactly  say  what  was  the  matter  with  her.  She  used 
to  complain  of" heart  disease,  and  her  shortness  of  breath  was 
verv  preat  at  times. 

Was  she  in  her  house  on  Saturday  niRht,  Sunday,  and 
Monday? — Yes;  but  she  conhl  not  be  in  all  day  on  Monday,  as 
she  was  going  out  and  in.       I  was  in  the  house  all  the  time. 

Mr.  GiFFOHD— Were  you  at  home  all  that  Friday  ?—Y'fcs,  I 
was,  except  for  a  few  min\ites  that  I  miglit  be  out. 

Did  vou  see  any  man  call  ujion  her  ( — I  cannot  say  that  I 
psw  any  strange  man  calling  that  day. 

Did  "vou  see  anybody  calling  for  her  on  Satiirday? — No;  I 
cannot  "sav  that  I  saw' anybody  call  on  Saturday. 

No  old  "man?— I  have  iiever  seen  any  old  man  calling  for 
her. 

[It  bems  now  nearly  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  respect 
of  the  leii;?th  of  time  tlready  occupied  and  the  impossibility 
of  bringing  this  trial  to  a  conclusion  in  the  course  of  the 
present  sederunt,  Lord  Deas,  with  the  consent  of  both  parties, 
continued  the  diet  against  the  pannel  till  to-morrow  morning 
at  a  quarter  before  ten,  and  ordained  all  concerned  then  to 
attend  under  the  pains  of  law.  and  the  haill  fifteen  jurora 
now  in  tho  box  being  hereby  ordained  to  repair  under  the 
charge  of  the  macers  of  Court,  and  of  John  Murray,  Siieriff- 
officer.  Glasgow,  .as  their  assistant  (who,  being  present,  waa 
duly    sworn    de    fideli),    to    Carrick's    Hotel,    George    Square, 
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H.  CampbeU  Glasgow,  to  remain  under  their  charge  till  brought  here 
to-nioriow  inoniiiig,  in  the  iiour  of  cause  above  mentioned, 
boing  kept  strictly  secluded  during  the  period  of  adjournment 
from  all  coinmutiication  with  ^ny  person  whatever  on  the 
subject  of  the  trial,  the  Clerk  of  Court  having  liberty  to 
communicate  with  them  in  relation  lo  thei  ■  private  affairs ; 
nu";aitime  ordained  the  pannel  to  be  detained  in  the  Prison  of 
Glasgow.] 

The  Court  then  rose. 


I  , 


SECOND     DAY. 

\r  Glasgow,  the  EiL'htuenth  dav  of  September,  1862.      Present 

■'"    tu; ".mourable'Lord  DeaB.-.no  of  the  Lord.  (  .mr...  oners 

of    Justiciary.        Present    also    the    Sheriffs     as    m     U- 

I^.H^t^^t;'?::^^  or  MLachlan,  now  or  l.tely  prisoner 

in  the  Prison  of  Slaspow,  Paniiel. 
I.N'MfTED  and  Accused  as  in  yeBtsrdaj's  sederunt. 

The  Jurv  liav.np  cme  into  (  :urt,  they  all  answered  to  the  r 
„,un''  on-  their  be.n.^  called  over,  and  the  Advocate-depute 
uddured  the  folLiwiiitr  additional  evidence  ;  — 


1.-)    M.\RT    B;..\CK    or    Adams,    examine* 


1    bv    Mr.    GiFFORn— 1  "R'-y  At**^™" 


Kno  .-  the  prisoner 


I  have  known  her  for  tw 


jr  tliree  years 


I  was  in 


the  habit  of  wanhinp 


.hiiitr  clothes  for  her   all  that  time 


I 


USO( 


d  t 


o   waFi!    m 


her    own   house 


at   the    Broonii 


■law  ;    si 


tmployed  nie  some 


to  different  pawns 


■times  to  tro  to  the  p 
;  to  Clark's  in  Hrown 


vnliroker's ;  I  was  sent 
Street  and  Hutchinson's 


in  Ai't-'vle  Strec 

Wha't  sort  <if  poods? — Her 
of  Fraser,    5  Main   Street. 


■t:  1  was  t-ent  there  to  pk'd're  p.ods 


me 


her    nun   residence. 


SI 


:ie   t< 


in  tiie  I 


iri.^oi'cr  s  house  ( 


for  Mr-.  Caiiij.bi'U,   a  pernon 


wn  clothine-      I   pave  the  na 

That   was   not   her   own   name   nor 

dd   ni<>  to  pivf  that   name.      I    was 

■ird   July.       I    w;is  vva.sluil!? 

ho  liv.'<i  111  the  same  imusc  with 


m   I'hursdav 


the  { 


tnsoner. 


w  as  t 


was 


hiiip  for  Mrs.  Campbell.     1  saw  the  ] 


til  thi"  pawnbroker's 


This  was  on  the  foreii< 


here  the  next  day  also  llnishinp  u])  the 

"prisoner.     Shf  sitit  me 

Uriiwn   Sli'^it.   witli  a   dn  ssing 

■I   of    I'ridav.      Slic  t.iM   me   to 


Clark 


pet  f.s. 

1    pot    li' 

4s    7Ad.        1 

cloiik.    labfl    N< 


the    L'l: 


HI     III' 
.1  Ol" 


lookinp  \i 
ht    the    eh 
V.\.)        That 


hit  a 
lass,  ani 
ink   to   the  I 


ik     out     el'    the    ]r,i\\n. 


nut     the   1 


insoiii-r. 


is   thr 


c-1. 


cloak  she  sai<l  she  wanted  it  t.'  po  Ir 


hmn 


(Shown  fv 
■11  she  tr«M  tlie 
it   was  eU'vcn 


I'clock  in  ttu    f  'renoon 


licu   I   bmupht  the  cloak.      I  saw 


th 


prisniier   apain   in 


tl 


10   at'tiTiioi 


III    iibnut   five 


said  she  will 


ted 


ll  1 


WtTI 


II'   t    I'll'. 


cln.'k. 
to    CnllU 


b.tw 


keep  her  little  boy 

That  was  Kri'iay,   4th  July 

Jessie. 

mean, 


.'(■n  HUM-  an< 


1  tfii 


th 


;he  then 

back  and 

fveninp. 


h,.  did   not  sav  what  Jessie,   but   1  m 


■>he   sni'l  she  was  poinp   to   see 
de-sti.  "I   her  to 


used  to  ni' 
I 


. ,  ike  "of  Jessie.  Jessie  M  Ph.  i  son 

ntii'n  the  hindmost    name       \Vr   l>nih   a 


when  the  sj 


We  never 


hvavt 


lUwl 


I'T 


■S-ll" 


I  knew  Jessie  M  Pliersnii 


Inr  ab'  ut    the  same  time 


ner.      1  ..ski^il  prisoner  why  sh 


,e  wen 


t   to  J 


essie  i  BO 
6i 
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Mary  Adams  lat<J 


)U1  m 


in  wei 


II     IIIUIIC 


iiiii  it    was   thi'  tinit'  she   was   got  alone;    that  the 
t  to  be<i  at  that  tiiue.     .She  did  not  give  the 


r.ld 


I  lilt    I  kii!:'\v    slie   meant 


d   Mr.    FK 


Sandvford    I'hu 


Jessie   vMis   .1   servant    there.      I    knew  that 


pcrl'ectly.      I   have  only   been  once  in  S.'indytord   Place.      That 


1  noth 


ihout   th 


.Id 


I  never 


I  was 


was  alter  the   niur.li.T.      MiO  pa. a  iiotlnng   atiout   tiie   old   man 
after  that.     I  baiil  it'  niithinc:  i.\nm  in  the  road  I  would  bo  baek. 

'I'heie  was  nothing  else  passed  at  that  time?— Slie  wanted 
me  to  call  on  the  smith  to  get  a  check  key  sorted.  She  said 
it  was  for  the  front  door,  as  she  said  she  did  not  always  like 
to  trouble  Mrs.  Camjiliill  to  open  the  door.  She  told  me 
tti  go  to  a  sniitlTs  at  the  foot  of  Carrick  Street. 
he:ird   his   name 

Did  you  go  to  tiie  smith'' — No,  sir:    I  forgot. 

Lord  I'EAS — Didn't  you  pet  a  key  td  gf»  with? — No 
to  ti  II  the  smith  to  come  and  sort  the  key. 

Mr  (li^FoltIl — Trv  if  voii  recollect  anythincr  t'lse  that  passed 
that  iiii.'ht? — I   think  that  was  all  that  passed. 

Did  she  not  say  sonuthing  aliout  old  Heminir? — She  said 
that  he  was  fashions  about  any  person  coming  to  the  house. 

Did  she  explain  how  it  was  he  was  fashious? — She  raid  ho 
was  espcciallv  so  wlini  he  saw  an  old  si'rvant  aboi.t  trie  house, 
I  iri'f  t!i(>  prisoner's  liouse  at  aliout  half  past  five.  I  di<l  not 
L'o  Ijack  that  night,  as  I  did  not  fet  1  well,  and  went  to  bed 
aftiT  1  got  iioiu''.  Nixt  morning.  Satiinlay.  I  went  out  about 
Ki\  o'clock  to  tro  to  Mrs.  Vicar's,  at  the  foot  of  Bishop  Street, 
and  was  out  till  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  My 
hmillady's  name  is  Mrs.  Hainny.  D-'"  Holm  Siret.  When  I 
came  in.  and  in  coi.si  (iiniice  of  \\hat  slie  told  me,  I  wi  rit  to 
Mrs.  MLachlui's  It,  would  then  be  near  four  o'clock,  I 
fotiml  ^*:<  Ml.achla.i  in  her  own  room.  Her  child  was  with 
her.  Slir  ii.id  on  a  <lark  <lress.  (Sliown  a  bli.k  and  blue 
watr>rt  1  gown.  No.  -7 ■)  That  is  the  (licss  she  h.id  on  1  knc  > 
it  to  be  her  drt>s'i,      I  have  often  seen  it. 

Well,  did  Vol)  know  anything  about  that  <iress  wl.icli  mado 
vol    make  an   observation   about  it  ?— I  knew  that   i;,  was  on 
of  the  iiouse.        I  knew  it  was  in  the  p.iwii         1  then  said  to 
the  prisoner  I  hid    Ikiti  informed  she  was   at  inv 


me 


[,er 


idL'ings   for 
Flad    VI  ■•   to   go 


What   more  <lid  \ou  say? — I   said   t 
your   own    message? 

Wliat  did  you  mean  by  that? — (  sai<l  tint  bi  c:  usr.  sh"  nevi  r 
went  to  the  pawn  herself  before. 

Lord  Dk\s — She  never  before  went  to  the  pawnshop  herself, 
that  you  know  of? — Never,  except  once  T  remember  (f  her 
sayinir  that  slie  went  once. 

Mr,     tltvroRn — Did    she    give    you     anv    nn-wer?     I     i  n't 
rernembi  r  of  her  savine  anythini?. 
6^ 
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Will,  what  was  sa 


,1  next?— I  said  that  she  was  up  for  me,  Mary  Adams 


arK 


hi.  said  that   I  could   v.t  he   pot  when  she  wa«   wantmp 
She  then  sai.l,  "  .    vaiit  you  to  po  a  mesapre  to  Clark  8 
••       "le  L'uve  in--  'hroe  tickets  and    £-   in  money. 

*"  .•,01.-. „  mentioned 


Did  she  say  what  yt.u  wen/  to 
■iiivthuii.'  that  I   rememher  of 


et !— SI 


be  never 


nil 


.u  rememhei 


the   articles  7— Yes. 


}   them?— I    don't  remember  doinp    so 


Had   vou   {iawne( 
jiew  "them.        I  redeemed  a  silver  wa 

id 


a  dress  C( 


,at  of  his,  two  shirts,  and  a  r 


l.iird    Ue.^s — Whom   did    th 


were  her  !iu 


•lushuiid's,   and  the  vin<r 


but 
tell  of  her  husband's, 

to'i — The    two    sliirts 
lT   ovti. 


Mr.    GiKFoRi> — I'o   you   muu 


1   what  vou  had  t( 


[lav    for  all 


>  / — As  far  at 


I 


recoi 


lect,  it  was 


£1  16s.  6d. 


Were    vou    surpriset 


[\    at    her   havinrr  the    money?—! 


\  she  had  tlie  money,  an 


httle  surprisee 

tin  e  and  asked  her  whom 


1  I  passtMl  a  joke  at  the 

he  had    robbed,  just   for   fun.      She 


s.iid  it  wr.s  ni 


niev   that    he 


liiisliai 


d  hit   for  the  tailor. 


Well,   did   anvthinp   e 


else 


tliat    iiiuht   between   you    an 


(,i.r?_I  went  for  no  more  messages 


iless  for  the  house 


Thi 


on 


iturd 


av    ni<jr 


lie'  sail  I  s 


Monday. 

the   jiawi 

washed    for   her    in 


■ht. 

lie  wan 


She    askevl  me  to    come 
ted  some  more  parcels  home 


I    went    on    Monday 
the    afternoou 


about   twelve  o 


back    on 

from 

and 


clock. 


l)id  she  pive  you  any  niessap 


;ssaire  to  th.>  pawiibroker ?— I   don't 


renii 


nil 


)cr    w 


hether    it    was 


liefi 


1 


hed,    or    after    that. 


that   she  pa.e  me  a  messape 


to  Mr.   Clark's,  the  pawi 


d)rok( 


She  pave  me 


Ids.  fid.  and  twd  tickets. 


I  went  to  Clark's  and 


ri'^lee 


ined 


■  f  ti 


belonped   to   the  ^insoner's 


h^ 


isb.mc 


i    ve<t. 


Inaid  1; 


I  awn 


'.). 


1  L'ave  the  prison*  r 


and  a  jacket.  They 
...id  were  in  two  parcels, 
r  the  chniieo.     I  pave  tho 


r 


tickets     to 


Mt 


Mill.ir,     the    pawnbroker's     nv  iiairer 


own   tilt 
) 


parts   ot    a   j 


itticoat  crinoliu 


ittached    t. 


I   o-ot    tiiese  from  the    prisoner    on    hatur,.ay 


bel 
the 


5th  July,  between   four 
her  own  house.      She  sai 
chair  into  the  tire 


,d   f 


d  th 


1\  e    o  ( 
'tt'.i 


■lock  in  the   afternoon,    m 


bo-  h.l.l    1- 


.\  tlieni  from 


Lord  Deas— What   .lid   she  say   you  wer. 


to  <lo    with   them? 


—SI 


le  sail 


1    I 


to    laa 


ke   t 


leiu    i!o 


or  a   crim 


iiie  to   mv 


little  pirl  Saral 


Mr.  GiFfofin — Were   there  wires 


in  ;he   p.ttici 


.at?^Ni 


she 


8aH 


il  her  little  boy  had  burned  them 


Wn* 


t    the   petticoat  t'.at   was    burm.l?-Nn.    it    v. is  tlu-o 


(the  wires). 

Kid    she    sav    it    was    the  cl.fh    of    the    petti 
bumcill— No;"  tliat  w-^s  all  she   said. 


at    tliat 


Tiiese  wirt'8  vou  pave 
You 


to  the  police? — Yes 


had  occ'aiioti     fr.m  hiviia'  washed  bT  the  pri-oner.   to 
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;■ » 


Marr  Adams  kr'r.v  tlie  prisoiur's  rlcfhcs? — Yfs.        She  had  a  lirown  mfiiiio 
g()V.T,.        It  had  a  Hi  iiiiccd  skirt. 

Had  she  a  tTieriim  ^'dwn  with  a  (ilain  skirt? — Ntit  that  '-ver 
I  saw.  (Sliiiwn  .1  ineiiiiii  isn\\i\  attached  to  label  No.  32.)  I 
never  saw  her  with  sueh  ..  ilress.  I  never  saw  it.  that  I 
knnw,  tili  it  wa<  shown  me  at  the  County  Binldirips.  It  lias 
the  apjiearanee  of  licinp  flved. 

Mr.  i'LAUK — It  afijiears  to  lie  dyed? — Yes. 

Mr  (iiFFonn — (Shown  a  flannel  petticoat,  and  shift,  attached 
to  lnl)il  No.  3G.)  Dill  you  ever  see  these.' — I  never  saw  t:.em 
till  th.ev  wore  shown  me  in  the  County  Hiiildinfrs.  I  never 
wa-shed  tluni   for  tlic  jirisoner. 

T.nok  at  the  jiettiioat.  Does  it  apjiiar  to  have  en  newl\ 
hetnnud? — Yes.  (Shown  a  velvet  clo.tk  and  a  cloth  cL  k, 
attachcl  to  lihij  .\o.  29.)  I  can  say  nothinpr  about  them.  I 
never  ^nw    tlnm  in  the  possession   of  the  prisoner. 

Dill  ynii  e\ir  see  Jessie  M  Phersor  with  these  on? — I  can"t 
S1V  I  fver  saw  her  witli  tli.iu  on.  (Shown  a  black  silk 
dress,  a  Inown  silk  dress,  and  a  silk  jacket  orjiolka.  No.  :(((.)  I 
n  vt  r  saw  the  piisoner  with  these  on,  nor  anvbody  else  to 
my  knowledtre. 

Did  yoii  .-ver  see  Jesic  .\I  riier.son  with  dn-srs  like  these? — 
No:   but   I   have  b^en  informed 

Mr    ('i..\iiK — Stoj),  stop. 

Mr.  llii-KoHD — Look  at  the  Inown  or  .hnnyrmp  silk  dress. 
Did  you  ever  see  Jessie  M  I'hersou  with  one  like  th.it? — \es,  I 
havi>  seen  her  once  or  twice  with  a  <lress  like  that.  (Shown  a 
plaid,  laiiilld  No    .",1.)     I  never  saw  the  prisoner  with  that. 

Did  you  ever  see  Jessie  M  I'herson  with  it? — No.  (Sliown 
several  pieces  of  woollen  or  flannel  cloth,  labelled  No.  20.)  I 
recoprnise  these  -they  are  parts  of  a  petticoat  of  the  pri-oner's 

Have  you  ever  washed  th"m  for  h/r? — Sometimes,  I  think. 

Txird  De.\s  here  cautiotud  the  witness  apainst  sayinp  any 
thing  but  what  she  knew  from  her  knowledge  to  be  truth. 

Mr.  GiFFOHU — Is  there  any  peculiarity  about  this  petticoat? 
— Yes,  it  was  made  of  a  half-blanket.  I  know  notiiinp  about 
the  ra.ikinp  of  that  petticoat.     I  never  spoke  to  her  about  it. 

You  said  it  was  made  out  of  a  half-blanket  ;  how  do  you 
know  that?— I  did  not  make  it;  but  I  knew  the  time  when  it 
waB  maile. 

(Shown  six  pieces  of  wincey,  labt  IIihI  No.  21.)  Do  you  recog- 
nise these? — I  cannot  say  so  much  for  that. 

Did  you  ever  wash  it  for  her? — I  never  washe<i  it  to  my 
knowledpe:  but  I  have  teen  her  wearing  such  like. 

Did  you  see  her  wearinp  it,  do  you  Bay! — Wearing  it.  sir. 
Yes,   wearinp  it  ns  a  petticoat. 

(Shown  twenty  pieces  of  coburx  or  other  cloth  No.  22.)     Do 
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vou  recoeniso  these?  Whut  are  they  1-1  recognise  thes.  as  Mary  Adams 
;,art  of  ■■■  .Iress  of  the  prisoner's.  They  are  all  torn  to  pieces 
'  Do  yvi  seo  these,  p'rt  of  the  flounces  ?-\es.  part  ot  tlio 
flounce's  an-i  part  oi  tlie  trimmings.  I  saw  the  prisoner  with 
uat  on  on  Friday,  t'.e  4th  July.  (Sh.An,  a  sleeve  or  part  oi 
a  sleevo,  of  a  dress,  i.bellcl  No.  -J:}.)  That  is  part  of  the  sleeve 
of  the  ime  pown.  It  is  coburfr.  I  found  that  in  tu.  prisoner  a 
house  on  the  Thur.sdav  after  she  was  ap,.rohended.  Ihe  police 
officers  were  there  at  the  time.  Audlov  'lliomson,  the  detective 
officer,  was  there,  and  .he  police  pot  it. 

Do  you  rememl.ir  the  prisoner  say.og  anyth.a-  about  monej  / 

"IZd  Deas— Get  the  time  first  wl„.i  anything  about  money 

'"Mr*"'(:iFFnRi>   -Was  it  about  the  4th  July  slio  spoke  <u'  ecttinn; 
j,„;,a-y!_I  cannot  niin.l  the  date.       Slio  said   she  would  have 

to  tret  nionev.  , ,  ,         ^        . 

Use  her  verv  words  ?-She  :,aid  .she  wouhi  have  to  -ret  n;one> 
somewhere.  I  don't  know  what  for.  Slio  was  nerdin-  it,  I 
Bupposo.       She  did  not  ^vc  any  reason.  ,    ,,  ;, .. 

Lord    De.vs— Was    tids    before   that    I- nd.vy  !-\es,    I    th...,. 

'Vross-examined   bv   Mr.    C.-AUK-Look   at   tae  merino  gown. 

(Shown  No.   32  .u'  invcnt.uy.)     You  said  tliat  appears  to  you 

to  be  dved? — Yes.  .     ,      i 

Whv  "do  vou  think  that?— Because  I  see  .t  s  dyed 
Y..U  i„.-an  that  it  is  colouie.!?- Yes,  from  the  colour  it  was. 
How  do  vou  know  that?- 1  see  that  it  is  dyed.  ,     ,     , 

How   do 'vou   know  that  it    was   not  coloured   l,ei(U-e  (-^-Just 

because  I  see  it's  dyed.     It's  not  its  first  colour. 

Ix)rd  De^?— You  sav  vou  tliiok  it  is  not  the  original  colour  1— 

It   has   been   dyed,    whether    it    is   the  origm.d   colour   or   not. 

It's  new.  11  )      « 

Mr.    CL.\r.K- Ibnv    -lo    you    know    that    is    dyed    new . --An> 

person  can  -see  that  it  is  dyed.  ,        ■.  ,       ■,      „ 

Can  you  givo  me  any  reason  how  you  know  ihit  it  has  oecn 

dved! — I  see  it.  .    ,       ,  ,      i 

■  New  .Ised?— I  do  not  know  wheuur  it  has  been  dyed  ne^.  or 
not.  but  "l  think  the  dye  is  new. 

How  can  you  1.11  'hat   it  has   been   newly   dyeu/— Anybodv 

ciiuld  bv  the  smell.  -,n     e  ■ 

(Shown  flannel  petticoat  in  shreds,  labelled  No.  20  of  inven- 
tory.)    l!ow  do  you  know  tliat  to  have  been   a  petacoatT— I 

know  it,  just.  ,    .         ^  .       . 

(QuostiuM  repeated)— I  know  that  it  is  parts  of  the  petccoat 
which  1  toid  vou  before  had  been  made  out  of  a  blanket. 

How  do  you  know  th  it  these  arc  pieces  of  a  petticoat?— I 
thirk  anv  person  would  see  that. 
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Mary  Adams  When,  do  you  know,  was  tliis  petticoat  made?— I  ilo  not 
know  t!u>  time.  It's  some  time  back  since,  but  how  luntr  ago 
I  cannot  sav. 

L<^.m1  De\V— Rut  ]iei-}i;ips  VdU  can  tfl!  about  Imw  ](.nL'?— I 
cannot.  I  liavi-  ro  i.lea  of  the  time,  but  1  think  it  was;  before 
the  jiiisoiicr  was  hvinpr  in  her  pre.-ent  house. 

How  lonj:  apo — montlis,  (hiys.  or  years.' — I  caniu't  ,- ay ;  it 
has  escaped  my  m.tmory. 

Mr.  Ci..\i;k — Ym  see  tln'^e  piece=  of  wincey  petticoat.  (Shown 
artich's  >'o.  -Jl  of  invent(u-y.)  Sucli  jietti'dats  are  v^ry  common, 
are  thev  not? — Yes,  and  of  tliat  colour. 

I,,,,.,!'  Dkas— Wlien  did  you  see  th -t  flannel  j^etticoat  you 
Epoke  of  tha.t  was  ma<le  out  "i  the  lihinkefi  When  did  you 
fceo  it  before  ^-ou  saw  it  in  the  rouuty  lUiildinps? — Well.  I  could 
not  say,  for"  it  was  herself  tliat  scorued  it  last,  a;al  I  could 
not   sav  how  loitix  it  is   since  that. 

Mr.  Vi,.\.iK — Had  you  washed  or  scoured  it  wlieii  the  prksoner 
was  in  hei  present  hou-o? — It  is  mo.-;t  likely  I  did  s'(  during 
that  time;  but  I  could  not  say  how  Ion?  befo  ^  it.  I  was  in 
the  habit  of  washinc  the  prisoner's  thir\frs  as  v. ell  a.s  her 
husliand's  things.  (Shown  a  flannel  j.etticoat,  label  Yo.  L'4.) 
T  knov.-  notiiinjr  about  it. 

Lord  l>K.\s — Have  you  sho'An  the  witness  the  petticoat? 
Mr.  Ci.AiiK — I  ha\e  .^hown  it  to  he;  ,  but  she  suid  she  i-.new 
nothincr  about  it. 

Lord  Dkas-  1  neither  he,;rd  (lue-tion  nor  answer.  You  keep 
it  all  down  there  among  yourselves. 

Mr.  ('i..\';k — Have  you'  ever  seen  t!;at  petticoat  bt.'ore?-  I 
havo  oiilv  i;"en  it  in  tlio  County  IJuildings. 

Loril  i)K.\s — You  sai<l  you  reeolkct  the  prisoner  fpcaking  of 
getting  money  sonicwhcrcl — Yes. 

Do  ■,  ou  mud  the  works  s!ie  used? — I  think  these  were  the 
words  sle  u'-' d,  ■  I  will  li:ivo  tn  pet  money  somewhere  or 
another."  I  thouiht  her  husband  had  a  few  pounds  by  him 
that  she  was  going  to  lift. 

What  did  you  understand  by  what  she  said? — I  thought  that 
perhaps  she  had  sonie  liitle  money  by  her,  and  tliat  she  was 
to  lift  it. 

What  did  yo-  un  ■"  rstand  by  that? — I  understood  tliat  fhe 
wanted  to  get  Iier  olotlies  home  i"i.>m  the  pawn,  and  would 
require  money  to  pet  thim. 

[The  witness  wa.s  re-en<  lo..;e<l  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Clark.] 

Sar:\li  Adams  jc_  S.\R.Ml  .\l).MIs.  ar,,!  i.\il\i  veais.  and  i1au'j;l'tcr  of  the 
last  witnesj",  examined  by  Mr.  (Jifkohd — I  know  the  prisoner ;  I 
li.ive  known  her  for  tv.ii  year*  and  ten  months.  I  wi!it  U^  bo 
a  nervant  with  her  when  she  lived  in  KUiot  Street,  Andcrston; 
I  was  with  her  also  in  Stobcross  Street.     I  was  sirvant  with 
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her  vhcn   she  l.lt   Klliut   Street  and   we„t   tn   StobcrosR  Street   Sarah  Adam. 

I  ulso  went  %vith  her  t..  her  present  house  in  Hroomiehnv  street. 

and  rem.mea  ^Mth  her  there  until   live  ^^echs  bel,.re  .ac  v^ 

,n,prchen<lcd.     Her  hnshan'd  is  a  sailor,  and  is  oiten  u^Na;   from 

homo.     I  knew  Jessie  MPherson.     I  used  to  sec  her  m  inisoner  s 

house  in  Klliot  Street.     I  d,.  not  rocoUoct  seemp:  her  m  >M> 

cross  Street.     I  saw  her  in  Broomielaw  StrcK:-t.     She  came  -uten 

to  that  house.     She  can.e  generally  on  a  Sahbath.     I  have  been 

^^here  Jessie  Ml'herson   lived  with  Mr.   I-lenunp:  in  Satidyiord 

I'l-.ee      I  have  been  sent  there  to  Jessie  Ml'lu  rs.,n  on  mcssapres 

l,v  the  prisoner.     After  leaving  the  prisoner's  service,  live  weeks 

before  she  was  taken  up,   I  went  as  a  servant  afterwards     o 

Mr     Kinlo(h,    K^linton   Street.      Miss  Aprnes   Kinloch    was  my 

mistress     and  .she  p.ive  me  leave  peuera'.ly  on   a   ^aturday.      1 

I.n  w:;t  to  see  my  moth^.-  and  Mrs    M'L  ehlan,  the  prisoner 

1  remember  being  at  the  prisoner's  house  on  a   ^aturU,  y.      It 

was  on  the  dav  after  she  was  apinehended. 

Trv  and  recollect?  Was  it  the  Saturday  befon-  word  aime 
out  in  the  newspaper.,  of  the  de.ath  of  Jessie  M-Pherson?— ^es; 
:n>d  I  was  there  on  the  Satunlay  after  that  too. 

Ixird  lJ;.;.^s— Then  vou  were  there  on  both  Saturdays?— \es. 
Mr    GiiFOiu.— 1   was   vcrv  often   at   the  prisoners  hou.-e  on 
•^aturdavs        <  »n  the  Satunlay  beforr  the  prisoner  was  appre- 
hended'l  was  at  the  prisoner's  hon,e,  but  cannot  exactly  say 
..,  what  time.       1  think  it  would  bo  about  half-past  three  or  four 
o'clock.     I  found  the  j.risoner  in,  but  there  was  nobody  v  ith  her 
,xoept  her  child.     She  was  ^^riting  at  the  time.     She  "^^ed  me 
if  I  would  go  a  message  for  her.  ami  I  sai.l  I  would.     She  then 
asked  mo  if  I  would  carry  a  trunk  to  the  llanult-n  statioi  .     1 
.;,id  v.^.     She  then  went  d<,wni  to  the  cellar  in  connectum  with 
h, T  house      It  wr->  at  the  bott.Mu  of  the  stairs.     She  took  a  little 
lammor  with  h      and  the  address  whi<h  she  l.|:.l  written    and 
tohl  me  to  follow  after  her  with  the  baby.     She  <  i<l  not  say 
what  she  was  going  to  do  with   th"  hammer  or  th.>   address. 
When  T  went  «lownstairs  with  the  baby  I  toe.nu  her  m  the  cellar. 
She  was  i.utting  on  the  address,  and  t<dd  me  to  pa.ss  by  the 
cellar,    which   Idid.      After  she  had   put  the  address   on   she 
told  me  to  come  and  see  if  it   (the  trunk)  was  too  l;«^-;;vv  for 
me  to  carrv.     (Shown  a  trunk  attached  to  label  No.  1.  ■>     jhat 
is  the  same  trunk.       T  was  able  to  lift  it  from  the  cellar,  from 
which  I  carried  it.     She  told  me  to  go  acm-s  the  l.roomielaw 
Ihid-e.  and  then  to  go  to  the  fitation  of  the  Hamilton  railway 
She  'r.xxe  n  <  particular  directions.     The  box  was  tied  up  with 
twine.      It   was    smi.U  twine.      She   gave   me    Is.    to   pav   the 
carriage      The  box   v^as  weighed  at  the  station.      I  paid   4d. 
for  carriage      I  could  not  read  the  address,  because  I  cannot 
read  writing.        I  snid  at  the  stition   that  it  was  frr.in  Mrs 


MLucldan,   Kroomielaw. 
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bos  opcnc<l.  nor 
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Sarah  Adams  what  was  in  it.  She  told  iiio  not  To  open  it.  I  did  not  open 
it.  and  I  -.vent  back  to  the  prisoner,  and  she  g.ive  mo  something 
for  mv  trouble.  It  wa.s  ^d.  She  did  not  .say  anything  to  mo 
that  1  mind  of.  I  remember  now,  she  said  I  was  to  tell  no 
person   I   h.id  b^^cn   at  the  station. 

Did  she  say  anything  aliout  your  mother? — I  was  net  to  tell 
my  mother  anything  about  it,  because  she  tlmUL'tit  she  would 
be  angry. 

Have  you  seen  that  lil.'nk  lio.\  bel'nre.' — Ye.s.  diti'ii.  It  bL'longs 
to  the  prisoner.  I  I'-'l't  her  and  went  to  iny  mother.  I  next 
saw  the  prisoner  on  Uie  Saturday  after. 

Did  you  not  see  her  on  the  Tuesday? — Yes.  sir,  tliat  is  tho 
Tuesday  after  the  murder  was  heard  about.  I  don't  know 
what  time  it  was. 

Well,  did  you  see  anything  she  had? — Ye.i  ;  a  bonnet  and 
a  black  sliawl  on  the  table.  (Shown  a  straw  bonnet,  trimmed 
with  blue  I'l'  otlier  ribljon,  labelled  No.  I'G.)  That  is  the  bonnet 
I  saw.  I  had  never  seen  it  imr  the  shawl  befure.  I  nest 
Haw  hvr  en  the  Satuniay — tiiat  i.i  the  day  before  she  was 
taken   up. 

Do  you  mirid  of  Ix'ing  sent  a  message  by  .Mis.  M'l.arhlan 
to  .Tessio  M'Pherson  shortly  before  you  k-ii,  her  service ;' — Yes. 

lf(iw   Inn''  before.' — Alxiut  three  or  four  months. 

Would  it  be  S(      'iii:  as  tli.it? — Yes. 

'VMiat  was  it  foi  .—It  was  with  a  jKiir  of  crinolines. 

Do  yc!  mind  on  beuig  sent  tc  .Tessio  M'i'herson  at  another 
tim-o? — Y'es. 


What 


that   U'll 


-It 


the 


luan  of   i'-\ 
-s  after  the  dtluT  message. 
Mrs.    M'Lachlan.      (Shown 
elwth,  I..bell.-d   Nn.   I'O.)      I 


for 

When  was  that?^It  was  three  d:i 
I  got  the  money,  and  brought  it  ti 
thirteen  pieces  of  wuollen  or  tl.iiiuel 
recosrnise  that. 

What  was  it? — Slie  had  once  csne  in  it. 

What  do  you  mean  by  having  cane  in  it? — It  vas  in  it  for 
a  crinoline.  Tliat  was  to  make  it  wide.  It  was  a  pettiro.at 
when  the  cane  was  in  it.  It  belouL'ed  to  the  [irisoner.  I  have 
seen  her  wearing  such  lik'   dre>s.        (  knnw  it  by  the  stitching. 

Loid  Db.\s — Did  you  say  that  you  knew  tl  •  stitching? — I* 
is  my  own  stitehinir. 

Ml.  ClFFOuu — When  ^iid  you  -titch  it? — One  dav  v,  I.nii  sl.e 
was  in  a  hurry.        She  <:.x\i:  it  to  me. 

Lord  Df.\.s — D'l  vet:  mean  tliat  she  aslud  vou  to  stitcli  it? — 
Ye- 

Mr.  CiiFFOuu — When  was  tliis?  How  long  before  you  left  the 
prisoner's  service? — It  was  a  good  while. 

Did   vou   give    it   back    to   tlie   yir-.'uer? — Yes.      (Siiwwn    .si.x 
pieces  of  wincoy  or  other  cloth,  labelled  No.  21.)     I  have  seen 
her  wearing  one  like  tliii". 
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Lead   Deas 


-Wluit  ^\as  It.'— A  j.i'tticoat. 


Mr.  GiFFOHD— (SI  ■  wii  twenty  |iit'ce.-i  ui  cdi'-.i^  cl' 


L-lotli,  lalx-lled 


Sarah  Adami 


N< 


.'•J.)     I 


Wei-f  tl 


[.f  tl 


tiou 


What   was 


use  that.        It  is  the  prisoner  s. 
of  the  dress  ilounced ?— Yes,  there   are 
ft.        Tlie  jirisoner's  dress  v.as  lldunced. 
that    ^^he!l    v.:u    knew    it  .'—It    was    a    -re 


rccugi 

:.      ! 

nces 


bits 


wn    or 


w  rapjier. 


I  1 


lavu   seen 


Mr; 


M'Laehlan   wear  a   wra] 


,[itr  like 


th.it    in   the   huusc 


in  tlie   Hrooniiehiw,   am 


1  before  that.        :-^he 


!iad   it  wlieu 


I  left  her  service. 


Old  ;:u  e;e;  .;:her  .-e^nn.  a  ,own  like  tliat.    after  vou 
1,  't  her  Pcrviee?— Not  th.it   I   I'.now  of. 
^"1,,     ;-ou    know    the    pi..es    weli:-Ves.    I    know    that    part    of 

'■'^^hown''!' sleeve  attached   to  label   No.    ■2:\.)     Do    voa    Imiow 
tleit ;— Yes,  it  is  t!-.e  sleeve  of  the  s.  me  dress  ,,  ,     .      , 

'  „.vn  1  ilannel  petticoat  attached  to  label  No.  '2i.)  -ook 
at  that.  Sarah,  did  you  ever  see  that  before?-!  have  seen  her 
Kivter  wearin"  one  soinethin<r  like   it. 

Whart  her  sister's   name?-Ann    M'Intosh.      (Shown    wires 
.  f  a  crinoln.e  attached  to  label  No.   -:..)     1  never  saw  thes.. 

Dill  vou  ever  get  them  from  the  prisoner  Z— ^o. 

Did 'von  ever  get  them  from  anybody?— No. 

(..ho;n  merino  gown  attached  "'  '  "^'1  f^"'  "-^/V  •"'' 
know  that;— No:    I  never  saw  Mrs.   Ml-aehlan  have  that. 

Do  ;'i  see  the  trimming  on  the  dress .'  Tlie  prisoner  never 
1 'id  I'-immincr  like  that.' — No  , 

C,oss-exnmined_    by    Mr.    (  ...vuK-^Weve    >ou    ever    examnied 

as  a  witness? — No,   sir 

Lord  DK.^s-^Vhat  do  you  mean  ?      1  a  a  I'obee  (  our    . 

Mr.  (■i.AUK-\Vere  you  ever  eNa,nine,i  in  any  Cunt  b_..ne. 
Onie  before   the  Sheriff '—Yes.      ^       .      .,     ,  ,     r,Kv,rd 

And  it  was  a  case  between  Jessie  Maekay  ^'"'  J^^''^^ 
M'Geaeliie.  Infore  Sheriff  Stratliern  l~\^  s  ;  ,t  is  mo  e  tl  .  n^o 
years    ago.        I    w.is   examined    as    a    witness    tor   tlie   jmisuer, 

Jissie   Jlaekav.  ,.  unrp 

\„d    do   vou   mind   that   >oar    m.  ther   had._   a.ler   }  ou    ^^cre 

.xammed,    a   -luavivl   ^^ith   ••-^•'' .^'''^^^^^'^'/t^  7;., 

And  then  were  vou  e.xamine.l  ior  t'le  deluidei? 

I  ,,,.,j   Peas— Do  you  mean  after  the  o,uarrel( 

Mr.   Clauk — Yes.  »  .  .ro„,;m 

Did  vou  th  n  sav  all  tha:  you  had  :.:nd  m  y,..r  h.st  e.    n  na 

tion  was  .piile  „n,Vue'-l  told  then:  that  .less  Mark,,y  had  told 

me  to  tell  lies.  ,  ,,_,,_,;,,T;;on 

Wa=  anv  part  of  .hat  you  said   at   vour  second  ;^:™"^^;"'J 

different    Irom    ^^hat    you    said    before  (--1    dent    thmk    it.    I 

cannot  mind. 

You  e.m   read   pritit  /  — "\  es  ^  ,17 

l-,a-d  Df\s  -What   is  it   v,ai  are  gomg  to  ask  lier  ! 
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Sarah  Adams  Mr.  Clark — I  uin  inei'ily  truiiip:  to  let  hor  look  at  this 
priiitfil  ik-['(i.sitiiiii  (f\lul)itiiii,'  it  iii  liis  liami). 

Mr.  (JiFFOui) — It  is  not  piddiRLil. 

Mr.  Ci.ARK — I  am  not  :iskiii<r  la-r  anything  abimt  it.  I  wish 
merely  to  ask  her  to  read  this,  to  niresh  her  memory. 

[This  course  being  objected  to,  Mr.  Clark  proceeded  to 
interio::rato  tho  iN-itnevs.]  Then,  Sarah,  did  you  tell  tlii- 
same  stni-v  on  vmn-  S'  nud  examination  that  v.iu  toln  upon  the 
first?— I  think"!  did. 

Why  did  yon  say  t!::.t  yim  luui  Ken  told,  to  tell  hes?— 
Jess  M;iekay  told   nie  to  tell  lies. 

Tliat  was  before  yuu  were  examineil  tji'j  lirst  time  that 
Je.ssie  M..ekay  told  you  to  tell  lies? — \  es. 

And  when  you  were  exMmined  did  you  tell  lies? — Yes:  I  said 
when  I  w.is  r.vainined  1  t'  h!  lies.  She  said  she  would  give 
me  a  dres.s  and  ij'nnet. 

When  you  were  examiiu'd  tiie  second  time  did  you  tell  the 
tnith  or  tell  lies?— The  truth. 

Then  d:<l  you  tel!  a  dil'i'tTent  story  when  you  wei'e  CMini'.ned 
the  second  time,  I'rom  the  story  you  told  when  you  wiro 
examined  the  first  time' — -Jly  mother  thr.i.dioil  nu  ,  ami  put 
me  liack  to  tell  tlie   uutli. 

Was  it  after  the  quarrel  between  your  mother  v.rA  Jess 
Mackay  that  your  motlier  tl.iashed   you.' — Yes. 

Then,  Sarah,  you  tulil  a  diHerent  stoiy  the  second  time  fiom 
the  tir^t  .'— I  told  t lie  truth. 

Lniil  l)EAs  t!iouj.'ht  it  'was  unjiece.ssary  to  press  this  qiics- 
tion  further,  the  thing  being  ciuite  plain.  (^Witness  '<h.'\\ii 
part  of  a  cciburg  d.ress,  torn  into  twenty  jiieces,  label  No.  -'-'.) 
I  know  that  the  prisoner  had  a  dress  of  thi>  ci  lour,  of  that 
kind  of  stutr.  and  trimmed  like  this.  The  body  was  trimmed 
with    iiari'ow    velvet. 

And  :dl  iliat  you  can  say  about  this  i>  tliat  this  is  the 
same  colour,  the  same  kind  of  clotii.  and  the  same  kind  (4 
trinnninu  ;   you  cannot  say  any  more  thui  that? — No. 

At  tl'c  rcqticst  of  Lord"  Deas  the  witness  was  again  shown 
the  jiieei  s  of  \vi;'pper  or  g.e.Nu.  labelled  No.  2'2,  and  uske<l  liv 
hi.s  Icu'dshij-  if  she  hail  any  doubt  that  these  were  part  of  the. 
prisoner's  dress.  The  answer  was  indistinctly  heard  by  the 
reporters,  but  on  Mi-.  Clark  after  vards  wishing  to  put  a 
question  to  the  witness  relative  to  the  same  matter,  Lord  Deas 
saiil  he  had  t.iken  the  answer  given  by  the  witness  as  follows  :  — 
"  They  are  part  of  the  jn'isoiier's  <lress." 

Mr.  Ci.AUK  said  he  understood  the  jripl  to  have  s:iid, 
"  I  think  they  are  {)art  oi  the  ju-isoner's  dress." 

On  the  juiy  being  a[ipe:di  d  ti>,  ihey  stated  thiit  L<ird  Deas' 
notes   were,    in  their   o[)inion,    correct. 

Lord   Dkas  said  that,  if   Mr.  Clark    wished,    he   would  again 
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/    1       i..,,l    lu^.Mi    n_mnV(jJ    out  Sarah  At'.nat 
put  the  question  to  the  ^Mt,.ess   (xv  u,   had   ^^      '   '^'^^ 
,,f  fVi-t)    but  this  was  not  pressed  by  M   .  U.nk 

said  ^'.t  th:tt  i-xuminationl— I  think  it  was. 

,7    J.x,    LvMBEUT   or   MGUF.UOH,   milliner    and   dressmaker.  J- M'Cogor 

,,,•  M,t  I  cannot  say.       It  .^ean^  u)  ul 

^*'-  ,  .   ■         •       '      V,,    i;m- •    the   rc.<t  of   ihe  dress 

Has  it  the  ^anu^  trJiimniLM— ->".  ^-i  •    ^"^ 

h.s  a  different  trimming.  ., 

Look   at  article  No^   :.i     /.-^'-^  J^.  .-'T;  ^  ,^^\ nJlol-!^ 
Cros.-<.x:u.unM  b>^  M..  C-AI-K     ^i^a   .^^^  are  a  dros.nud.ov. 

Th.t  :s  a  CMinrion  kind  oi  cloth!— \es,  sir,  it  i>.  it  nas 
i^;  ,.dM^;^^  f  '-^e.  It  is  the  Ir.nminix  that  was  «,.rn  about 
ill!  (.iu.ii.ir\    un.^-.  ...iburff    s  coininon  yet, 

the  time  th.e  <lre><  was  made.        .h.   \''}'^,  f.^.hion 


same  eh.th,  and  the  >amo  shai. 


It  1.  the  same  ^1';^'''  »""^;,"'^^r;::"^  ^f^^,,  ,,,.,,.,  ,lo  vou  mean 

Whru  VOU  say  that  i.s  tlu   sl.l^e  ol  tnc       t     .        _ 
anvthi:_''more  than  that  it  is  the  same  cloth  auu  same 

-That  is  ail  I  mean.  ..,^.,,^^^So,  unless  it  be 

Lord  l>f:A.-'— Have   \  ou   a!i>    ".ln-r  ie.-\  (hu 
that  the  liuiu"  secm^  to  be  tiie  same.  ....        ,     ,. ,  u-,-? 

Mr   t'L  UK-There  is  uothin,' el<e  ♦".''1'-^"*'%^^'^.  tf'f  om 
-Ue    bnm,   is    a    very    eommnu    Ijnin..    ,^  1^>    J^'^^^  ^^^ 
t!,n    ^ii'i've   1   'kin"<   to  the  dress.        It   is   a    \i-iy 
appearance,   the   s        c    ^  -  --^         ^„,^^,^,„,,  ^j,,,!  of  Lninfr. 

"'wrsul    h      Sec"  n;:t  be -the  sleeve  of  som.  dress  <• 
th^'fn:;!   kii  of  el.,th  or   luun,?-!  really  d^  t  kn,.w,   but 
it  s.rv.  <  by  the  appearance  to  belon-  to  tliat  drc^^. 
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Mrs.    M'Lachlan. 

J.  M'Gregor  Mi^'lit  it  not  be  the  s^lcevu  of  another  dress  of  that  colour 
of  (.ohiii-n:.  i.nd  lined  witli  that  kind  of  lininc? — Well,  it 
nii<j;lit :  but  then  it  would  scarcely  corres|ion(l  with  thu  diess 
as  to  the  exacL  shade. 


^-  """''"'  1'"^.   'I'iK.MAs   Millar,  assistant  innvnbroker,   Dourrlas   J^treot, 

exainiihd  by  Mr.  MriiE — I  am  an  assistant  pawnbroker  in 
Clark's  pawnshop.  I  liave  seen  a  jierson  of  the  name  of 
Mary  Adams.  dnr  shop  is  in  IJrown  Stfc<'t,  Aiidei'ton.  I 
know  lier  as  a  person  who  comes  to  our  shop.  I  know  also 
a  little  pirl  named  Saiali  Adams,  a.''  comincr  to  our  shop  to 
pawn  good.s.  I  did  not  know  at  first  that  Sarali  was  the 
dauphter  of  Mary.  When  they  pnwne<l  froods  they  jrave  the 
name  oi'  Mary  Frascr,  and  said  tliey  lived  in  Main  Street, 
(ihispiw.  1  remember  Mrs.  Adams  coiniiijjr  on  the  Ith  .luiy. 
She  tiien  got  money  for  the  articles.  She  pot  Cs.  She  had 
nothing  to  redeem.  She  pledged  a  dressing  glass  that  day. 
I  could  not  say  if  Mary  Adams  came  on  the  Mh  July  ;  l.er 
wat<h  was  redeemed  that  day  ;  it  was  a  silver  watch.  (Shown 
several  pawn  tickets,  and  jiawn  ticket  No.  42  as  that  for  tho 
silver  watch.)  It  was  pawned  in  the  name  of  Frasor,  Main 
Street;  it  was  pawned  on  -(itli  .luno.  and  1  gave  back  the 
watch  on  i'th  July. 

On  the  same  date  a  ring  and  tv>M  sliiit<  wcie  redeemed? — 
They  were  jiawned  on  (ith  Fil)riiary.  I  have  here  also  the 
ticket  for  a  grey  cloak.  Tiie  latter  was  rc(Keme<l  on  tho 
4th  of  July  la.st.  It  was  pawned  on  tlie  '.'Sth  of  June.  On 
the  Tith  July  a  man's  coat  was  rodei'iniid,  and  jiawned  on  tho 
21th  June  in  tiio  name  of  Fraser  also.  On  Monday,  Tth  July,  I 
gave  uj)  a  jacke.'  and  a  pair  of  trousers  and  vest  on  two  stjiarato 
tickets.        The  trousers  and   vest  were  pawned  on    10th  May, 


aiiil    jacket    on 
Street. 


I  Itii    Ji 


in    name    of    ^f:;rv   J''i-a.-iT,    ^f,■' 


Thomas  Robb  I'J.  Thom.^s  lluiin,  assistant  superintendent  <i  police, 
southern  district,  examined  by  Advocatk-Dki-i'tb — I  was  jircsent 
wlien  tlio  prisoner  was  ajiprehcnded  in  her  own  hotise  in  the 
Hrooinielaw.  I  found  there  tiie  forty-one  pawn  tickets  I  now 
sec  attached  to  hilid  No.  ;U.  'Iliey  are  almost  all  in  the  name 
of  Mary  Fraser,  Main  Street. 

Lord  liEAS — Look  at  them,  and  tell  us  what  are  the  names 
on  them? — They  are  all  in  the  name  of  Fraser.  Ma'n  Street, 
but  tlio  Christian  names  vary. 

Mr.  (JiFfoun — The  prisoner's  house  is  at  l.^'J  Hrooinielaw.  1 
know  the  (Ii;shet  IInu.se  at  Stibcrosa  Street.  It  would  take 
ten  minutes  or  inside  that  time  to  walk  from  the  prisoner'a 
house  to  tliat  jilace  at  an  ordinary  walk. 

In  wliat  direction  docs  it  lie? — It  is  north-west. 


Evidence  for  Prosecution. 


Do  vnu  know  Mr.    Flciuin,L'"s   house  in    Sandyford    Place  /—  Thomas  Robb 
Yts.     The   distance    fiuiu  the  Gushct    House  to    l!?and,vford    is 
about  the  same  as  from  the  Ihdcmielaw  to  +he  Gushci  House. 
Sandyt'ord  Place  lies  in  a  north-west  direction  from  tlic  Gushct 
House. 

■JO.  l»A\ii.  !!Ai;n.\r-l  an,  a  clerk  at  the  Caledonian  railway  D.  Barclay 
Rtation.  Tiicre  was  a  box  brousrht  to  the  station  en  the 
nth  of  July  last.  (Shown  No.  I'.i.  and  id(ntitie<l  it  as  a  box 
hroufrtit  to  the  station.)  It  was  bvou'j-ht  by  a  eirl.  I 
entered  it  in  the  books.  I  don't  know  the  prirl  I  have  seen 
her  here  to-dav,  but  did  not  rocofrni.se  her. 

Lord  Dkas— Did  you  not  iuiow  her?— I  saw  her  v.hcn  she 
brou<;ht  the  bo.x,  but  I  could  not  recopnlso  her. 

KxaniinatiMM  resumed — Look  at  vour  book  and  toll  the  cntr^' 
at  No.  51.  What  is  it?— (Witncs.s  read)— "  A  box,  Bain, 
Li  li).9.,  4d.  paid.  Sender,  MLaclilan.  L^-'  Broomielaw."  I 
weighed  the  box.  and  found  it  'Jl  Ib^,  I  afterwards  weighed 
it  t^ii)tv,  and  found  that  empty  it  weighed  12  lbs.  It  was 
forwarded  lo  Hamilten  per  railway  on  5th  July  last.  I 
remember    the    t'th.  1    was    working    the    tele-rraph.  I 

observed    a    woman   cumiiic:   to    me.        It    was    the    ]>n?oner. 
She  aske<]  if  a  box  had  been  sent  to  Ilnmilton.       I  said  yes. 

Did  you  notice  anything:  particular  Ijefore  she  came  in? — 
Yes  :   I  observed  her  pass  the  door  three  or  four  times. 

Mr.   ('i..\UK— Was  it  vou  who  weighed  the  box? — Yes. 

Lord  De.v.s— You  weighed  it,  I  si.].[.'ise,  to  know  what  to 
charire  for  it? — Yes. 

A'ld  the  charge  was  -Id.,   v-l^di  the  girl  had  paid?— ^cs. 

IM,    Kmuv.   Wii.\uton— I    am  a  clerk   at  the   railway   station  A.  Wharton 
at  Hamilton.       A  box  came  to  the  station  on  the  nth  July. 

(Slaavn  box,  attached  to  laliel  No.  10.)  Is  that  the  bolt 
— It  is  like  it  in  coloui    and  sliajie. 

Look  at  the  nails  which  htndde^l  the  b..x.  Do  you  remember 
having  seen  tiiese? — I  did  not  observe  these  nails. 

Lord  I>E.\s— Where  did  the  bos  come  from?— The  South  Side 
station,  per  the  4.1.")  p.m.   train  from  Glasgow. 

Mr.  GiKFoun— What  address  was  on  it?— It  was.  "  "«>• 
Bain,  Hamilton  station  ;  lie  till  called  for."  It  lay  at  the 
station  some  dnvs.  and  was  taken  away  on  Monday,  or 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday  followincr.  I  know  the  boy  fhasseh. 
He  came  to  the  station  on  one  of  these  days.  He  asked  for 
a  box,  addresseii  "  Mrs.  Bain." 

What  did  vou  sav?— I  said  yc=. 

Did  anybody  else  come?— When  I  was  makin?  a  reply  a 
vuman  came  in  and  signed  tiie  name  for  the  box.  The 
{>riRuner  is  the  woman. 


I   ': 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


A.  Wharton  LfiTtl  Dea? — You  saw  tho  prisoner  cmc  forv/arJ  and  sip;n 
tlie  receipt  for  the  bnx? — Yes. 

Mr.  IJiFFortn — Whit  name  <Ii<l  slie  ■^icn  ; — y,h^.  M'Lachhm. 
Siie  aiiu  a  boy  carried  ii  away  torrethcr. 

Loid  Deas — Did  any  way-bill  come  v.  ith  it? — Yes;  a 
way-i)il!  came,  stating  vhat  amount  had  been  paid  for  it  in 
Gla.-gow. 

Do  you  remember  wliat  was  p.iid  ? — Yes,   it  was   ki. 

H.  Chassels  :_>-  .Mu,i.,x  !;\e  or  Chasskl.-?,  wife  nf  \Vi!liaH>  Chasscls, 
carter.  Ainrida  .Street,  liaTniltoii — I  li\c  in  Hamilton.  The 
jiris<  ner  came  to  niy  hou.se  on  a  day  in  July,  al)out  half-past 
two  o'chrk.  She  ahked  mc  if  I  would  send  a  boy  over  to  tho 
station  to  carry  a  box  for  her.  I  said  no.  She  said  it 
was  not  a  heavy  one.  I  sent  my  son  James.  They  both 
came  bad;  in  about  five  or  ten  minutes.  They  brought  a 
boj  with  tlura,  and  br(H!<?ht  it  iiito  my  liousc.  (Shown  bnt 
or  trunk,  label  Xo.  19.)  Thr.t  i.s  the  box.  The  pri.sonrr 
asked  for  a  cup  of  tea.  She  also  a-kcd  if  I  knew  a  tailor  of 
the  name  of  Fraser.  F  ^nid  no,  Int  I  knew  one  (  i  tin'  n.ime 
of  Shaw.  She  K.!i<l  sh,>  did  not  know  whether  that  was  tho 
name  or  not.  She  remained  in  my  !k>u-io  abcnt  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  or  twenty  miinitcs.  She  a.ske<l  mv  son  James 
to  tal;e  the  box  to  a  saddler's  shop  to  pet  it  mended. 

Before  she  did  that,  did  she  open  the  l)ox? — I  did  not  see. 
I  did  iiot  .sei-  her  take  auythinjr  out  of  the  box  in  my  house. 
When  she  went  away  .nhe  wa.s  carrying  a  bumlle.  She  had 
not  a  bundle  when  she  came.  It  was  a  pretty  larpe  bundle 
which  she  triok  with  lier.  It  was  tieil  in  a  liandkerchief. 
She  went  away  with  the  Inuidk'.  anil  my  son  .(anicr*  with  tin 
box.  I  have  another  son,  c  died  Mirrilees.  He  showed  me 
the  handkerchief  in  which  the  bumlle  was  tied,  about  five  in 
the  ai'ternoon.  (Shown  a  jjrint^-d  cotton  Iian<ll;crchief.  labfl 
No.  'M.)  That  is  the  handkerchief.  I  gave  tij)  the  hand- 
kerchief to  Mr.  Dtnvnr. 

('ri'->-(  Namiried  by  Mr.  Cr.AUK — i'he  IjtmiHc  was  not  opened 
in  mv  presence. 

rid  you  see  nnytlung  that  was  in  the  bundle? — Yes;  a 
merino  article  of  a  lirownish  colour.  She  showed  it  to  me, 
and  said  it  was  a  merino  wrapper. 

Ho-.v  did  slie  show  it  you? — It  was  ticl  in  the  handkerchief, 
an<l  she  held  the  l)undlo  on  her  arm  as  she  was  gning  out,  and 
I  ju^t  saw  pait  of  it.  I  saw  a  portion  of  tho  gown  and  tho 
bottom  of  a  flounce,  either  bound  or  hemmed  with  tho  same 
material  of  wiiich  the  dress  was  composed :  at  least,  it  was  the 
same  colour.  The  flounce  had  no  frinpe ;  there  seemed  to  bo 
no  au'tation  about  the  pri-sonor.  She  paid  me  for  what  T 
gave  lier. 
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Mr.  GiFFoRD— Did  she  pet  ai'vlhiii";  else  than  a  cup  of  tea?-   M.  Chassels 
She  also  gut  hall  a  ghiss  of  spiiits. 

A  JcRTMAN— Was  she  carrying  anything  besides  that  b\ii.dIo1 
— Xut  that  I  saw. 

.  ■      1  1  „  M„    J.  Chassels 

•_':;.  Jamks  CiiAssKLs.  twelve  years  of  age,  examined  by  Mr. 

GiFioi:i>— I    am    the    son    of    tlie    hist    witness.      The    priscjiier 

came  tu  niv  uidther's  house  on  a  Wednesday  or  Thursday  in 

July  hist.    "l  .>aw  her  there.     My  mother  asked  me  to  go  to 

the"  station  for  a  box  of  tlie  prisoner's.     I  went.     (Shown  box 

bearing   label   No.    ID.)     That  is  the  boj.      I  carried   it  back 

to  my^mother's  liouse,  the  piisoner  aeeompanying  mo.      Homo 

time 'afterwards,  at  the  prisoner's  re<)uest,  I  carried  the  box  to 

Cherrv,  tlio  saddlor's  shop.     She  went  with  me  a  part  of  the 

road, 'and  then  left  me.       She  went  with  me  to  Churcli  Street, 

aii'l  asked  me  if  1  knew  v.  here  Mr.  Shaw  lived.     I  told  her.  ^ 

What  did  she  say;  did  she  say  she  was  going  there f— No, 
she  Oid  not  say. 

Di'l  vou  take  the  box  to  Cheny's  shop?— I  did. 

What  was  to  be  done  with  it'/— The  hinges  were  to  be  jnrtod 
:\u<l  t>vo  straj'S  put  on. 

i,oid  Deas— It  was  her  request  tliat  siiould  be  done?— -les. 

.Mr.  CiFFoni)— To  whom  did  you  give  the  box? — To  tho 
shopman.     I  do  not  know  liis  nar'e,  but  I  saw  him  here  to-day. 

When  you  tirst  went  to  the  railway  station  with  the  prisoner 
\\:.s  .vhe  carrying  anything  with  her? — Not  that  I  noticed. 

Was  she  carrying  aiivthiiig  tho  second  timo  tliat  you  left 
your  mother's  hou:,o  wiili  her !— Yes,  she  w:!r  carrying  a  bundle 
tied  in  a  napkin. 

Luid    Dea.s — Have   you    any  questions,    Mr.    Clark? 

Mr.  Ci.Ai.i: — No,  my  lord. 

-•i.  Miiuui-EE.i  Chassels  was  tho  ne.\t  witness  callLd.  IK  M.  Chassels 
pave  his  ago  as  nine  pa.st,  and,  having  been  cautioned  by  I-ord 
Deas  to  t.dl  the  truth,  was  examin.  <1  by  Mr.  Giffoiid— I  saw 
tiie  pri.soiier  in  my  mother's  house  in  July  last.  I  met  her 
afterwards  on  tho  same  day  en  the  Hrandon  ltoa<l,  leading  to 
Hamilton.  She  said  to  me,  "Here,  b  .y.  is  a  haiidkerelM'  I 
liave  found,  take  it  home  and  hem  it."  (Shown  No.  157.)  'I  hat 
is  tlie  handkerchief.  I  took  it  and  gave  it  to  my  mother.  Iho 
Brandon  Hoad  is  alxiut  live  minutes'  walk  from  my  mother's 
Louse.     I  did  not  see  her  carrying  anything. 

Lord  Deas— Stop,  my  boy.'  (an  you  tell  whether  she  was 
carrying  anything?— I  caun''t  tell  whether  she  was  carrying 
anything  or  not. 

Mr.  GiFFOim— Did  you  see  both  her  hands  when  she  gave 
you  the  handkerchii-f .'— No. 

\\M;:v:!  •.Via  'ler  •.liber  hand? — I  do  not  know. 
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K.  Chassels       II, ,(1 


li 


10  a  cloak  on  that  vc 


iiii  not  sfe  htr  other  ar 


iw  -^vas  it  that  you  did  not  see  it /—Her  hand  was  at  tlie  otl 
do. 

Cross-exaniinL'il   hv   Mr.    t'i..M;K W] 


m,  or 


ler 


goinpr?— She  wais  on  th-  liriindun   lload. 
of  tlio  i^tat'on. 


h   v,-,-ir   ^vas  i. 
tl 


lO  wiimau 


in^'  m  the  direction 


J.  Hamilton       -.">.   John    II.miii.tox,    sa(h]ler.    Hamilton,    examined   l>v   Mr 
(JiFFORn — !  know  James  Cliassels. 

Did  ho  hrinj,'  ainthinp:  to  your  shop?— Ye.*;. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8l.h  July?— It  was  something  thcrcaliouts. 

'lu'sday  or  Wednesday?— I  think  so.  (Shown  a  box,  labelled 
^'1.    ly.)     He  brought  that  box. 

It  was  James  Chassel.s  th.at  brought  the  Iwx?— I  do  n.it  know 
the  first  name,  but  it  was  one  ol'  the  Chasbols.  (James  Chassels 
was  here  brought  into  Court.  Witnofs  identified  him  as  the 
person  who  brought  the  b(^x. )     lie  left  it  with  mo. 

Lord  l)E.\s— You  say  it  wanted  hinges  and  xv.o  straps  to 
prevent   it  bending  tflo   far  liack? — Yes. 

Mr.  GjFFonn— I  gave  it  uji  to  the  police  about  ei"l,t  davs 
after— to  A'jxander  MCall.  It  was  emj.tv  wluu  Chassels 
broucflit  it. 

Lord  1<i:a^— Did  you  mend  it  ?— Xo  :  it  was  taken  av.  v  b,.foro 
I  got  it  done. 


E.Gibson  .ji-     ].;,,^„;,-Tii   iN,i.i.o,K   or  Ciii.u:,.   ^^if,.  ,.f   William  (;il,son, 

publican,  Low  A\  atcrs,  examined  by  Mi  (iinviu)— I  live  at  Low 
Uatcrs,  which  i.>  about  a  mile  from  Iiamiiton  on  the  Strathaven 
1!'  ad.  I  saw  the  prisoner  about  the  ;!'th  Julv.  It  wa:,  cither 
on  liKsday  or  Wednesday,  and  betwe;'n  three  and  four  o'clock 
afternoon.  I  saw  her  in  my  house  at  Low  Waters.  Sho  was 
carrying  a  largo  bundle  below  her  arm.  M„'  asked  for  half  a 
glavs.      I  kii'p  a  [lublicdiouse. 

Lord   i)i:A.-<— Half  a  glas.-  ,.l  uhisky?— Yes. 

Mr.  Cin-onn— I  g.ave  her  a  hail  one.  She  was  latigued- 
lo.iking.  'ihat  was  the  reason  I  gave  h.-r  a  whole  glass  of 
whisky.  Sho  paid  a  penny  for  it.  and  then  left  mv  hou".  Sho 
went   uj.  tiio  n.a<l— away   from   Ilamiltun. 

L-M-d  l)K.\s— In  what  <lirection?— In  tl,,'  direction  (,:  Meiklo 
Larnoik. 

Mr.    (JiFFiiuu-   The   ri>.id   brea]>s   olf   ,i    bttl 
house? — Yes. 

She  went  in  the  direction   wluTi-  tl,.  v   bieak  ofr;--Vcs. 

Away  from  Iiamiiton /—Vcs.  I  did  not  notice  what  the 
bundle    was    urapji.Ml    in,       I    ,u.ver    s.iw    her    again    until    sho 


ly    11  "tn    vour 


was  in  custi 
shawl,  ;in,i  a 


had 


lil.o  li.   watered  dress, 


l),ii:ni't  witli  idack  I'.nd  bb',-  rlbli.,n 


L    lilack 
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the  ;irt!clo3,  Nns.  L'G  and  -' .  ami  idontitle.l  t!i-  m  as  bcintr  tiiu  e.  Gibson 
same  as  tlioso  worn  by  the  prisoner  on  the  nijrht  in  question.) 

Is  that  the  sort  of  dress  she  liad?— Yes,  I  think  so. 

At  all  events,  it  is  like  it.' — Yes,  it  v. ;'.s  one  like  that. 

Had  she  a  sliawl  cin? — Yes,  she  had  on  a  black  sliawl. 

Lord  Deas — The  black  dress  is  the  same  as  she  had  on  then, 
ii  it  • — Yes,  sir. 


V  IM.I.XM 


(IiHsoN,   husband     "i     t! 


V,  iti.es > 


Did 


Kl  vou  sec 


examined  by  Mr.  Giffouu — Look  at  t!ii'  i>risn:KT. 

that  v.oman  eome  out  of  your  house.' — No,  .sir:  she  was  out  of 

my  house  before  I  saw  her. 

Goin^    from   your   house? — Yes:    I 


aw    her   almut   -'0    yards 
from   my   house,   goinjj   from    it    in   the    Strathaven    \s.iy    i'rom 


IL-.niilton. 


That 


in   the  direct 


ion  o 


I   M 


I'. 


iriioi 


and 
Mv  house 


about   .a  mil"  and  a  quarter  from   M"iklo   I'arnoi 

is  about  a  mile  and  a  iju-n-ttr  from  Hamilton.     I  looked  aftir 

her. 


Did  tlie  road  branc'i 
leads 


I't  distance  from  wlier 


e  vou  were 


Meikle   I'^arnock.      She  took   the  branch 


ics,  sir;  one  leads  to   .^U'l^ 
leadinnf  to  Meikle  Earnnck. 

Did  vou  observe  licr  meet  your  daii;j:htei?---No.  iint  altoQfcther 
near  by. 

You    saw    your    daucjlitcr    cominsr? — Yes,    sir,    and    Marion 
Fairley,   who  was  alonp:  with  my  daufrhter. 
Did  you  see  her  stop? — No. 


to   tl 


lem  ; 


-Yes ; 


Did   you    see  lier    as    if    she  was    speakincr 
ircar  by. 

Was   she   carryinn-  anytliinfr? — Ves. 

What? — I  do  not  know. 

WrU.    but  was   it  a   Ijox,  or  a   Inuidle,   or  what? — It   was  a 
biiiidle. 

I'niler  her  dross! — Yes. 

W;is  it  a  shawl 
kill  'V.        The  bundle  was  under  her  arm. 


Gibson 


:28.  M.vaa.Mitx  Giiison,  ikiu;_'htor  of  and  r>'si(!in'_'  v.  itii  the  m.  Gibson 
previou.s  witness,  was  next  called.  yiie  gave  her  aL'o  as 
eleven  rears,  and,  having  been  cautioned  to  tell  tiie  truth  by 
Lord  I'EAS,  was  cxamii dl  by  Mr.  Giffohd — Look  at  tliis 
woman.  (Tlie  jirisoner  here  turned  round  in  her  scat  and 
confronted  tiie  girl  in  the  witnessd)ox.)  Do  you  know  that 
"i»man? — Yes,  sir.  I  sa\>-  her  near  my  father's  liouse  on 
the  8tli  or  9th  July,  about  four  o'clock.  Marion  Fairlcy  was 
with  me.  Tlie  [irisoner  spoko  to  me.  She  said,  "  Could 
you  tell  (IS  a  liurn  where  to  eet  a  drink  f>f  water,  for  all  the 
iang  road  that  I  have  travelleil   I  havena  seen  a  burn  or  a 


Mrs.   M'L'cichlan. 


it'lit   wnt   tlicir   li 


1    tnl.l  her 


ll 


^    :\ 


M.  Gibson  sluufrh   ■\v!i;nir   a   pL'r?(m  nii 
Nvheix'  to   u''>  ti'. 

J^did  I)ea;-- — Wliich  o{  you — you  or  Marion? — Mc. 

Mr.  (iiFFo'.ui — -Aiiil  wlidt  <li<l  you  tell  her? — T  poiuted  out  a 
wav  to  a  hiini,  tlic  pla'/o  tliat  leads  to  the  Tommy  Linn  Bum. 
That  is  the  name  of  the  burn.  Si>e  vent  straicrbt  up  the 
road — the  Mcikle  Earnock  1!.  ad.  I  saw  her  the  lenprth  of 
the  oak  tree.  The  first  oak  tiee  on  the  ro.id.  She  l.a'l  the 
nppenrance  of  havincr  a  bundle  under  her  arm.  The  oak 
tiLC  I  speak  of  is  the  tirst  oak  tree  on  the  Mcikle  Earnock 
]'(iad.  I  cannot  say  how  far  it  is  from  our  house.  I  then 
lost  sifrlit  of  hei-. 

Lord  I)e.\s — Ycu  lest  sip-Iit  of  her  at  the  ok  tree? — Yes, 
sir. 

Mr.  HiFFORD — Where  is  the  Tommy  Linn  Paik  by  that  oak 
tree? — It  is  up  the  Meikle  Earnock  Pvad.  not  very  far.  I 
mind  the  Sunday  aftvr  t!iat.  I  \v:!s  at  the  Tnininy  Lhni  Park 
that  day. 

Did  you  see  aiiythincr  in  the  park  tliat  day? — No. 

]>id  you  lind  anyt.'iinjr  in  the  p:;i'k.'- — Nn.  Tlicre  i.s  a 
hedtre  ;doncrside  of  the  park.  I  found  some  flannel  clothinq 
in  the  hedije. 


it, 


•r  hf 


'-Tliey 
It    was 

;  flannel 


Were  the  clothes  i!i  th:'  licdore,  or  i.e:.r 
■wer(>  thrust  in   it — I  nean   at  tlie   ri"it   li  ']iv  hedL'i-. 
on  the  side  of  the  hedpe  next  the  Tommy  Linn  Park. 

What  did  you  do? — 1  ]iulh.Ml  Mniii  out.  and  saw  il, 
all  blood.  I  then  ran  away,  beinpr  friirlitened.  I  was  ttiero 
next  <Iay  nprain.  ;i)i;l  saw  the  clothes  lyiiicr  there  nir:iin.  There 
was  nobodv  with  me  when  I  found  the  clothes,  hi  t  1  t' Id 
Marion  Fa'rlev  abrmt  if,  r.;,d  nest  day,  Monday,  when  I  wmt 
to  the  pnrk,  she  was  wilii  me.  We  went  t<i  the  [ihice,  and 
Buw  the  chilhes  1\  ui;;  tin-e,  jM>t  a-^  )  jii.l  i^  i  iijt'Ui. 
Marion  Fairley  and  T  looked  at  them  asain.  We  left  the 
ciot.iC-;  tlurc.  i  Was  iiiete  u^ain  witti  IJaniel  Stewart, 
policeman,  .'ind  saw  him  lake  them.  That  is  al)out  a  month 
iipro :  a  pood  while.  I  did  not  take  him  to  the  place.  I 
don't  know  who  took  Stewart  to  the  place.  Janet  t'ampbcll 
went  with  me  on  the  day  that  Stewart  got  the  clothes. 

[A  juryman  here  wished  to  put  a  question,  when  his  lordship 
tolil  him  to  take  a  note  of  it  in  tiie  meantime.] 

Examination  resumed — I  found  Stew.art  there  when  I  went. 
I  saw  him  take  the  clothes  that  I  had  .seen  before,  aud  lift 
them  and  brin{»  them  away.  (Shown  thirteen  torn  pieces  of 
flannv'l,  much  staineil  with  blood,  labelled  No.  20.)  The-e  aro 
the  clothes.     I  noticed  tlie  tuck  or  hem  upon  them. 

After  that  Monday  that  you  and  Mary  were  in  the  park, 
did  you  see  anything  on  the  other  side  of  the  Earnock  Poad? 
—It  was  lon^r  than  that :  I  could  not  say  how-  lop?      Marion 
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Faiik'V   was  with    me.        I   t^aw   a  jiiece  df   A\ir.cey.        It    was  M.  Gibson 
across    the    roail    from    tho    cak    tree,    on    the   (.pjiosite    side. 
There    is    a   liedfre    there,   and   ti.e    wincey    was    lyinjr    on   the 
road  near  tho  root  of  the  hcd'je.       (Shown  six  pieces  of  wincey 
dotli,  labelled  No.   '_'!.)       That  is  the  ^^incey. 

Did  vou    sec  anvbddv    afterwards    L't  t   that? — Xo.         I    just 


lifted   it,   looked    at    it,    :;iid   left  it  th 


(hi  the  same  day 


that  I  saw  tho  wincty  1  snw  some  colvirrr  in  Teniplcton  Park, 
on  tlie  opposite  t;ide  of  tho  Tommy  Linn  I'ark.  further  on. 
'i'iiei'e  were  a  frreat  many  persons  there.  ^Shown  twenty 
pieces  of  colmrsr  cloth  attached  to  h.  jcl  No.  22.)  That  is  the 
colinr"'.  'J'cmol'ton  I'ark  is  just  across  the  road  from  our 
hoiise. 

Did  you  afterwards  see  anybody  take  tint  cdnng  away? — 
No,  sir. 

['■id  yon  not  see  I>aiuel  Stew^at  take  it  aw.iy? — Yes.   sir. 

Loid    l'K.v.<  t_ti,i  tlio  .luryi — Ih.ve  vuu  any  (ju  slioii  to  a^k  at 
this  -irl? 

The  FoKEMAX,  si.iakinpr  for  his  fellow-jurymen,  said  they 
lui'l   7iO  question    to   j.ut. 

Lord  1>KA< — You  .M.e.  pentlrmen.  the  lienefit  of  waiting  till 
the  cou::sel  have  <ione  with  their  ex;imin;ition  of  a  witness. 

20.  Maiuqn  Faiulet  was  tho  next  witness.  She  sr.we  her  M.  Falrley 
aire  as  eleven,  ;ind.  after  having  been  cnutioncd  by  Lorcl  Dea3 
to  tell  the  truth,  v. as  examined  by  Mr.  (Iifford — I  live  at 
Low  Waters.  I  Ivnow  the  Tommy  Linn  Park.  I  wn'^  in  the 
park  with  Mar^are  ,  Gibson,  the  last  witness,  one  day.  I 
mind  beintj  with  Marcr.iret  Gibson  (.n  the  Moikle  Earnock 
Poail.  I  met  the  ini^oner  corninfr  uj)  from  Gibson's  house. 
It  w:is  on  the  8th  or  '.'th  .Inly.  She  was  carryin'r  a  bundle. 
She  asked  where  s1ie  coidil  ^at  a  drink.  She  said  s!ic  had 
C(.me  a  lonp;  road,  and  could  not  get  a  sheugh  or  a  burn  to 
git  .1  <lrink. 

Lord  l>E.vs — .V  sheu'jh  ? — Yes. 

Was  it  you  or  Margaret  who  answered  her? — We  both 
answered  that  if  .she  went  up  the  road  she  would  get  a  burn 
near  the  gate. 

Mr.  GiFFORn — What  did  t!ie  crate  lead  into? — The  Tommy 
Linn  Park.  She  went  on.  We  did  not  see  her  afterwards. 
Wc  wont  down  the  road.  We  met  in  the  Tommy  Linn  Park 
Fomo  days  after.  It  was  a  Monday  or  a  Tuosci  v.  JIargaret 
Gilison  was  with  me.     She  showtMl  me  some  Ihumel. 

Lord  I)e.\< — You  saw  flannel,  where?— In  the  park  at  the 
root  of  the  lie<lge. 

Mr.  GiFFoun-^We  looked  at  it.  It  was  bloody.  There 
were  a,  good  manv  pieces  of  tlannel.  (Shown  thirteen  pieces 
of  flannel  cloth  attached  to  label  No.    20.)       These   are   like 


th^ 


P 
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M.  Fairley  Do  vou  mind  of  huinfr  ^^itIl  M;iiu:aict  Gib.-mi  and  Kccin;^ 
somctliinn;  else? — Yes,  It  was,  I  think,  (in  Wcdiiesday.  It 
was  lying  on  the  road,  nv?.v  the  hcdtre.  It  was  wincey.  It 
was  in  at  the  hedure.  It  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road 
from  the  oak  tree.  (Sliown  label  No.  21.)  These  are  the 
six  pieces  of  wincev  cloth  that  I  saw  Neither  Margaret  nor 
I  lilted  tliem.  We  just  looked  at  them  anil  left  them.  The 
same  day  Mar^-.irct  Gibson  and  I  were  in  Tt-mpleton  Park. 
Tempieton  Park  i>  up  above  Tommy   Linn   Park. 

Lord  Dea« — Is   it  on  the  same  side  of  the  mad? — Yes,   sir. 

The  Tommy  Linn  Paik,  I  under.^tand,  enters  from  the 
road? — Yes,  sir. 

And  the  Ti'inpltton  I'^irk  enters  of!  the  road,  fartlier  away 
from   Low  Waters? — ^es. 

Mr.  (JiFFOiU) — What  did  you  see  tiiere?— A  brown  pown. 
It  was  whole.  It  was  lyinfr  un<h'r  the  hedjre.  We  did  not 
lift  it.  we  only  looked  at  it.  We  mrticed  there  were  fringes 
on  it.       Theic  were  some  pieces  of  it  torn, 

(Shown  htbel  No.  l'-'.  leiiiu'  twenty  jiieces  of  eoburnr.)  Is 
that  like  it  .'—That  is  it, 

L',.rd  Deas— (Shown  thirteen  pieces  of  flannel,  label  No.  '20. ) 
Did  you  see  that  in  the  Tommv  Linn  Park  I — Yes, 

Did  vo'i  see  those  marks  of  blood  oji  it  that  you  now  see? — 
Yes. 

D.Stewart  "(V  IMnhtl  Stewart,  police  constable.  Hamilton,  examined 
by  Mr,  Gikford — I  was  ilireeted  to  and  did  make  a  search  in 
the  nci'jhbourhood  of  Hamilton  for  clothes,  ()n  Thursday,  the 
17th  Julv  last,  I  found  a  brown  coburg  dress  in  .i  park  called 
the  Teiu'pleton  Park,  (Shown  label  No.  22.)  That_  is  it. 
and  it  wa-;  in  the  same  conditi' n  tluit  it  now  is  when  i  found 
it.  Tempieton  Park  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Hamilton. 
I  foun.l   it  at  the  re  (  t  of  the  hedt'c  that   bounds  the  park  on 

two  sides,        A  wee  '  i   /^  <  -  -..^  . 

at  the  time,        I   to 

in  which   I  foimd  it.        .  ---        -  , 

Tommv  L:nn  Park.  (Shown  label  No.  20,  thirteen  pieces 
of  tlanncl.)  Th.-.t  is  it.  and  it  was  in  the  ^ame  condition  when 
I  labelled  it  and  took  it  to  Glasgow.       It  was 


iov  named  Golin   Campbell  was  with   me 
k    it    to   Glasgow   in   the   same   condition 
a],o  found  a  llanncl  prttieoat  in   the 


I 


-Yes.        I    tocjk 


I  found   it.        . -    - 

at  the  root  of  the  hedge  that  is  next  to  the  roai 

Lord    Deas — Was     it      inside     the    p.nrk?- 
possession  of  it,  labelled  it.  and  took  it  to  Glasgow. 

Mr.  GiFFonn — The  wee  boy  was  with  nv^  when  I  found  it, 
I  did  not  observe  a  jrirl  n.-.med  Margaret  Gibson,  or  one  named 
Marion  Fairley  there,  but  tlnre  were  a  few  peojile  in  the  [lar!; 
afteiw.-.rds. 

Lord  Deas— Were  there  any  orirls  in  the  park  .vhon  you  found 

HI fhf^re    w.i=.   on!v    tlie    c'r!    and    the    boy  '1  he    pirl    was 

Colin  CimpbcH's  sister. 
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The  lioy  CanipliL-ll  is  not  iicre?  D.  Stewart 

Mr.    GiKFiiBi) — N(i,   niv   lord. 

Examination  rebumed — I  know  Margaret  Gibson  and  Marion 
Fairlev,  but  I  did  not  observe  them  in  the  pavl\. 

Lortl  Dkas — 'I'liey  nii^ht  have  seen  vou  fiml  the  articles? — 
They-  might,  Vuit  I  did  not  observe  them.  There  were  a 
pood  many  peijjle  there  afterwards, 

f.xarnination  resumed — On  th''  roadsi<le  op[>osite  to  where  I 
found  the  flannel  petticoat.  I  found  a  wincey  petticoat.  (Shown 
six  pieces  of  wincey,  label  No.  21.)  These  are  the  pieces, 
and  after  they  were  labelled  I  t^ok  the. a  to  (Jlasgow  in  the 
same  condition  a.";  they  were  when  I  found  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Ci.ahk — 1  did  not  fiml  nor  did  I  see 
anvthing  else  l'n\ind.  These  fields  are  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
or' thenabouts  from  Ilaniilton.  Low  ^Vaters  is  not  a  very 
large  village.  It  is  a  row  of  houses  L'OO  or  .'iOfl  yards  along 
the  roadside.  These  fields  are  about  600  yards  from  Low 
Waters. 

How  far  was  the  place  where  the  wincey  was  found  from 
Low  Waters? — About  500  yarils,  tliat  is  from  the  public- 
house,  and  about  400  yards  from  the  nearest  house  in  the 
village. 

Are  there  no  houses  nearer  tlie  place  where  the  wincey 
was  found  than  Low  Waters?— The  toll  is  about  200  yards 
distant. 

Is  any  other  house  than  the  toll  nearer/ — There  is  another 
house,  occupied  by  Mr.  Cooper,  contractor,  at  about  the  same 
distance  as  the  toll. 

Wha+  sorts  of  crop  were  in  the  fields/ — Grazing  grass. 

'■\\.  Aniirew  Coopeu,  police  constable,  Haniilton.  examined  a.  coopop 
by  Mr.  GiFFORD — In  constHiuence  of  instructions,  I  made  a 
searcli  on  the  l.*th  .I\dy.  Superintendent  Dewar  was  with 
me.  I  found  that  flannel  petticoat  (label  No.  21)  in  a  field 
called  Hollandbush,  near  Low  Waters,  and  about  .'iOO  yards 
farther  away  from  ILimilton  than  Low  Waters.  The  tiLhla 
were  on  the  roadside,  and  separated  from  the  r^-ad  by  a 
heilge.       It  was  there  I  found  the  pottieoat. 

32.   Dwin   Dkwar,    superintend(  nt  of   jiolice.    'Taniilton,    ex-  d.  Dewar 
aminrd  bv  Mr.  Giffohh — I  was  with  the  last  witness  at  Ilollmd- 
bush  in  .Inly  last,  an<l  found  a  petticoat.     I  got  that  handker- 
chief (laberNo.  37)  from   Mrs.   Chassels  on    15th  July. 

X\.   I'h.izsBETn     M'Croxk,    sliopwoinan     to     ]^)liert    Murray,  e.  M'Crone 
dyer,    Arcryle    Street,    examined    by    Mr     Gifford — A    woman 
came  to  th.e  shop  on  the  5th  July  last. 

Look    at    the    prisoner — can    vou    recognise    her? — I    cannot 
(;  8i 


f     ? 
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K.  M'Crone  say  whether  she  is  the  same  [MTson  "r  imt.  She  brought 
a  French  nieiiim  ilre^s,  nf  a  oiniiamdn  brown  colour,  and 
wanted  it  dyed  bhiil\.  I  t^ok  it  Ironi  lier,  and  sent  it  to  the 
dyeworks.  "  (Shown  hib.-l  No.  32,  which  ^ile  identified),  1 
afterwiirds  pave  thi  dresj  to  tlie  juilice.  When  the  woman 
•wanted  the  dress  dyed  I  said  it  was  a  pity  to  dye  such  a 
pretty  dress.  She  said  she  wished  it  tn  be  bh\ck.  She  also 
drew  my  attentit>n  to  a  cloak  she  had  on.  (Shown  cloak, 
labelled"  No.  'VU  and  idcnriti.d  it.)  She  said  she  wanted  it  to 
cleaned.  She  was  poincf  to  buy  a  plaid,  and  would  come 
back  with  the  cloak.  She  came  back  and  pave  me  the  cloak, 
and  then  had  on  a  black  plaid.  She  was  away  about  half 
an  hour.  She  then  left  the  cloak.  There  were  tassels  upon 
it  When  I  looked  at  the  cloak  I  said  there  was  no  use  for 
the  tassels  ;  if  she  would  wait  I  would  cut  them  off.  I  then 
gave  them  to  her,  and  she  took  them  away.  She  pave  the 
name  of  McDonald.  I  entered  the  order  in  my  bonk.  The 
entry  reads  as  follows; — "  M'Honald,  Frt  nch  merino  lined 
dress,  whole  body  black;  and  prey  cloak  cleaned."  At  the 
corner  of  the  "dress  the  letters  "  MD."  were  fixed  for 
M'Donald.  These  were  put  on  when  sent  to  the  dyer's  I 
pave  these  to  the  autlinrities  on  the  Hth  July.  There  were  no 
flounces  upon  the  dress.  It  was  in  the  same  state  then 
as  now. 


E.  Ralnny  ."^i.  Er.iz.\nETn  Cori.rH  or  Rmn^'t,  wife  of  Oeorpe  Rainny, 
labourer,  Govan  Road,  examined  by  Mr.  Gifforp — In  July 
last  Marv  Rlack  fir  Adams  lodeed  with  me. 

Look  at  the  prisoner.  Did  that  person  come  to  your 
house,  and  on  wliat  day?— Yes;  she  came  one  Saturday.  It 
was  the  Saturday  after  Jessie  M'Phersor's  murder.  She 
came  about  eleven  or  half-past  eleven  in  the  forenoon.  She 
asked  for  Mary  Black.  She  called  her  by  that  name.  I 
said  she  was  m  in.  She  said  to  tell  her  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  was 
wantinp  her.  She  went  away,  but  came  back  at  a  quarter- 
past  one  o'clock.  I  sent  a  boy  to  answer  the  door,  and  she 
asked  for  Mary  Rlack,  if  she  was  in  yet.  I  said  no, 
and  asked  her  to  come  in.  She  cam.e  in,  and  asked  if  I  had 
a  wee  bov  to  po  a  messaee  for  her.  I  said  no  ;  and  she 
then  asked  me  to  po.  I  went.  She  pave  me  a  paper  note 
and  a  pawn  ticket  to  go  and  lift  a  V)undle  out  of  Hutchinson's 
pawn  I  went  to  Hutchin'^on's  pawn.  It  is  in  Arpyle  Street. 
I  paid  3s.  Ud,,  and  brnucrht  back  .-\  bimdlc  and  the  chanee 
to  Mrs.  M'Lachlan.  I  did  not  see  wluit  was  in  the  bundle 
until  I  came  home.  When  I  came  home  she  opened  it  out. 
There  was  a  dress  in  it.  ^Shown  a  bhick  and  blue  shaded 
pown,   labelled   No.    27  )        That   is   the   dress.        She   said   she 
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river's,  and  that  she  was  wcarit'ii  carryiiiBT  thu  tjoy  about  the  E.  Ralnny 
streets.  She  liad  a  boy  in  her  arms.  I  saiil  it  was  a  pity 
to  dye  the  dress,  for  it  was  a  nice  one.  It  was  a  brown 
rire.s.sshe  had  on.  She  said  she  would  rather  have  it  a  black, 
one  She  then  went  away,  but  before  poin?  she  pave  me  a 
penny  to  give  to  the  twa  weans,  and  a  shilling  to  the  young 

wean. 

Did  she  say  anythinp  i.bout  <:oing  anywhere  f — Yl-s  ;  she 
paid  she  was  going  down  the  water  wi'  her  man.  and  she  took 
off  the  dress  in  my  house. 

What  did  vou  say  (  She  took  oS  the  dress?— Yes;  she 
took  oS  the  "dress  in  my  house.  (Sharply  and  angrily.)  I 
tell't  vou  before  -.he  took  it  off  in  ma  hoose.  It  was  a  black 
poplin'  dress  she  put  on.  She  said  she  was  going  down 
the  water  wi'  her  man. 

No,  no ;  but  did  she  sav  where  she  was  going  with  the 
dress  she  was  taking'  oti  i— Yes  :  she  said  she  was  going  to  the 
dver's   with   it. 

"(Shown  article  of  inventorv.  No.  3'_',  the  merino  gown.; 
Look  at  it?— This  is  dyed,  ye  ken  (witness  hoMing  up  parts  of 
gown).     !t  was  a  l)rown  one  then. 

Look  at  the  trimming,  and  say  what  it  is  like?— By  the 
shape  and  make,  I  should  say  it  was  the  dress 

What  leads  vou  to  think  it  is  the  same  shape?— It  is  the 
same  shape  of"  the  body,  but  I  would  not  swear  it  was  the 
dress,  tho\igh  I  think  it  is. 

When  did  Mary  Black  or  Adams  come  home  that  day?— At 
the  back  of  three. 

Had  the  prisoner  on  a  bonnet? — She  had  no  bonnet. 

:i,").  Va.izabeth  Steel— I  am  a  shopwoman  to  .lane  MLmes  e.  Steel 
or  Reid,  milliner,  in  Argyle  Street.  The  prisoner  came  to 
the  shop  on  the  7th  .Tulv  last ;  she  bought  a  bonnet.  (>hown 
a  bonnet  trimmed  with  blue  r'".)bons.  hdad  No.  l-'C.)  That  is 
thr  h.,nnet  ;  it  was  sent  home  to  her  afterwards  ;  the  price  was 
4s.   lOd. 

■M\.  ,I()HN  McRR.\T.  a  sheriff's  officer— I  went   to  Murray  the  J.  Murray 
dver's  on  the  14th  Julv  :  T  got  a  black  dress  and  a  cloak  _ 

"(Shown  merino  gown  and  cloth  cloak,  labels  Nos.  .32  and  33, 
and  identifies  them.) 

■M  HonERT  LuxniE— I  am  assistant  to  my  father,  John  R.  Lundla 
L.indie,  pawnbroker.  Fast  Clvde  Street  I  was  in  my  father's 
pawn  office  on  Saturdav,  ,-,th  July.  The  prisoner  came  to 
the  office  between  twelve  and  one  on  that  day.  She  w-nt  into 
line  of  the  boxes,  and  I  went  to  ask  her  what  she  wanted.  She 
_.:.j  _!  _  _..-,4.^..j  i>f\  10s  on  silver  Dlate  She  pave  me  the 
■■■-■■  ^  8^ 


Mrs.    M'L'achlan. 


R.  Lundie 


James  Lean 


silver    [il 
k'ssert   s{ 


111  AV 


see — six    silver    table    sfM.ons,    six    plated 


ilver   to'ldv   ladles 


silver  fish   slice, 


fiilver  soup  divider,  two  silver  teaspoons,  a  plated  sauce  sp 


and 


ited  forks.       The  pris( 


gave  me  all  these.      They 


ere  wrapped  in  the  cloth  shown  me.        She  v.anted    £G   lOs. 
I  looked  at  them,   and   sai'l  I  coiild   cive  £.&   15s.        She  said 


she    had   been    sent    witlj   tl. 


lur    mistress,    as    she 
th 


I 


W.  S.  Duiilc 


behind  in  her  rent.  James  Lean  was  there  at  the  time 
heard  him  ask  her  name.  She  said  her  name  was  Mary 
M'Donald,  5  St.  Vincent  Street.  I  pave  her  £6  15s..  and 
kept  the  articles,  and  entered  them  in  our  books.  I  left 
town  upon  the  Saturday,  and  returned  on  the  Tuesday  even- 
ing. Rv  that  time  tliere  was  an  account  of  the  murder  in 
the  newspapers,  and  of  a  body  havinp;  been  found.  There 
was  also  an  accotint  of  the  missing  plate.  That  induced 
me  to  l.>-jk  .-  .  the  plate.  I  immediately  took  all  the  plate 
to  the  police.  The  plate  was  marked  "  F."  I  saw  all  the 
plate  labelled  after  I  delivered  it  up  to  the  police.  There 
was  nohodv  with  the  prisoner  when  she  cann  She  had  not  a 
child. 

Cross-examine']  hy  Mr  ('i..\itK  -You  h.id  a  difficulty  in 
identifvin^'  the  prisoner/ — I  had  some  ditliculty  at  first  I 
was  ni't  sure.        I  identified  her. 

Was  she  shown  to  you  i-.i  different  dresses? — I  believe  she 
was. 

How  many? — Two. 

li"^.   .?.\MEs  Le.\n — 1   am  an  assistant   in  the  pa\\n>lM'p  nf  Mr 
Lundie,  and  was  in  the  shop  on  the  oth  .luly  list.       (Shown  th'., 
plate  laid  before  the  preceding  witness.)       These  articles  were 
pledged  in  our  shop  on  the  5th  July  hist  between  twehe  and 
one  o'clock.     Tiiey  were  taken  in  by  Hnheit  Lundii. 

Look  at  the  prisoner.  Is  that  the  person  who  brought 
them? — I  can't  say.  It  was  a  female.  I  a^ked  her  name. 
She  gave  it  as  Mary  M'Donald.  of  5  St.  Viiuent  Street.  I 
did  not  hear  her  say  nnvthing  else.       I  paid  no  attention. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Clark — Are  you  qiiite  sure  it  wa» 
after  twelve  o'clock? — It  was  after  twelve  o'clock. 

How  much? — I  could  not  say  exactly. 

You  are  certain  it  was  after  twelve  o'clock? — Yes. 

I  :'.'.t.  Willi  VM  SMriii  DrNLor,  assistant  to  .hunes  FuUerton, 
ironmonger,  Argyle  Street,  examine*!  by  Mr.  OirKonn — (Shown 
tin  box  labelled  No.  '.'8.)  I  recognise  that  box.  It  was  sold  in 
our  shop.  I  see  our  privnte  mark  on  it.  It  is  on  the  bottom  of 
the  box.  Th.-  box  was  sold  on  the  5th  .July  by  a  [x-rson  named 
M'Nish.  who  has  since  gone  to  Antigua,  in  the  West  Indies 
It  was  bought  in  the  morning,  and  the  purchaser  said  she  would 
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be  hack  for  it  in  the  afteriin..n.        I  did  not  hear  her  say  that,  W.  S.  Punlop 
hut  I  believe  it  was  the  case.        Slie  did  net  eonie  back  as  she 
[ircnri-^ed  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Ci.AKK — Hid  you  see  the  woman  who  bought  the  box? — 
I  saw  her  wlien  she  re'turned  lor  it. 

Lord  Dea.s — Were  you  present  v,hen  the  b..x  was  sohl1--No, 
I  was  not. 

Mr  GiFFORD — Look  at  the  prisoner.  Is  tliat  the  woman 
tliit  came  to  your  shop? — She  came  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday, 
the  ."^th  or  9th  July.  Wiien  she  came  we  hail  some  conversa- 
tion about  lier  not  comiii'jr  back  on  Saturday  afternoon.  I 
asked  her  ah' ait  that. 

Lord  De.vs — lust  tell  us  what  she  said? — She  asked  f'.r  the 
bnx.  and  said  that  .she  had  intended  to  have  gone  on  Saturday, 
Imt  s!>e  did  not. 

What  did  she  ask  for? — She  asked  for  the  bdx  she  h:id  boufrht 
nn  S:'turday. 

Mr.  GiFFORD — Tell  us  the  exact  conversation  sd  far  aa  you 
can  recollect? — I  aske<l  hei'  \^hy  she  did  not  roinr  back  for  it 
<in  Saturday  afternoon.  She  said  that  she  h;\d  chanjjed  her 
m:!!d,  and  that  she  did  not  re'piire  to  go  as  she  had  intended. 
1  believe  that  is  the  most  of  the  conversation  that  passed. 
I'id  vou  give  her  the  box? — That  is  my  impression. 
Wa  .  the  box  heavv  when  ymi  lifted  it?--It  was  as  if  there 
Was  something  heavy  in   it. 

Did  vou  give  it  to  h' r  tiien? — It  is  my  impression  that  I 
lifted  it  to  the  counter,  and  that  she  g^t  it  away  with  her. 
There  was  an  address  upon  the  box,  but  I  cannot  say  what 
was  the  address.  It  was  in  M'Nish's  handwriting. 
Did  she  get  it  awav  with  her? — I  beliive  slie  did. 
Lord  ]>EAS — Have  "vuu  ;'ny  doubt  about  it?  — I  have  a  doubt 
as  to  whether  she  g(.t  it  away. 

r>id  it  remain  in  the  shop?- -It  remained  in  the  shoji  from 
Satunlay  to  Widnesday. 

Haveyou  any  doubt  that  slie  u'ot  it  away  on  Wednesday? 
Did  it  remain  in  tin-  difji  after  Wednesday! — No;  it  did  not 
remain. 

What  IS  it  you  doubt  a!)'int.  then  I— I  doubt  as  to  whether 
•he  took  it  away,  or  whether  it  was  by  in  r  or  lers  sent  after 
her  to  soni?  station. 

Hut  either  one  or  the  other  ■  i  these  things  w  is  done  with  it ! 
■ — Yes. 

Mr.  Ci.ARK— Would  your  lordship  please  to  ask  what  ho 
means  bv  sending  it  aft-i'r  her? 

F-ord  DBAS— You  will  h.ive  an  opportunity  of  doinfi  so. 
Mr.  GirroRn — Did  slie  say  anything  about  a  railwr-    staviont 
—On  Saturday  I  saw  the  box  addressed  to  the  railway  station 
ftt  Kdinburgh  to  lie  till  called  f.  r 

Re 
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W.  S.  Dunlop       Do  ymi  remember  anything  more  about  the  adflress ! — I   do 
not,   but  there  was  a  name.        The   address   was   in   the  hand- 

writin,;::  ("'f  M'-^i^li. 

When  nhe  came  to  you  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  did  she 
sav  anvthinfr  as  to  the  l)ox  <.'()inLr  by  railway/ — She  said  it 
was  to  po  l)v  railuay,  but  wliich  railway  I  cannot  reciillect. 

Lord  Deas — I)id  slie  say  that  she  was  going  by  some  railway, 
or  that  she  was  iroinu'  to  send  the  box  by  some  railway? — 
That  she  was  going  to  send  the  box  by  some  railway. 

Mr.  GiFFOuu — When  you  said  that  you  had  a  doubt,  was 
that  a.s  to  whether  she  took  it  or  it  was  sent  after  her  I — Yes. 

Where  diii  you  think  it  was  sent  to? — I  cannot  say. 

Cross-oxamiiiec]  by  Mr.  Ci.ahk — I  'liil  nut  take  it  out  of  the 
shop  myself.  It  is  a  common  tin  box.  We  sell  a  good  many 
of   them. 

Lord   Dea.^j  — Is  that  all? 

Mr.  Ci.AKK—Ves. 

[The  next    witness  was  then  called.     Suddenly,  however, 

Mr.  Clakk  said — JLet  me  see  the  Ixix.  You  say  that  it  in 
a  common  bonnet  box,  of  which  you  sell  numbers? — Yes. 

Now,  how  can  you  tell  us  that  it  is  the  box  that  the  prisoner 
spoke  about  en  Tuesdav  or  Werlo'-sdav  when  yiu  saw  her? — I 
beg  vnur  pardnn.        I  don't  understand  the  question. 

How  is  it  that  you  know  that  it  is  the  b^x  to  which  the 
address  was  .affixed  of  which  you  sjioke? — (No  answol'  I 

How  is  it  that  you  km.w  tliat  this  is  the  box  that  left  t!ie 
shop  on  We<lneKday? — .lames  Kullerton  was  Ix'Mde  ine  ;in<l  saw 
the   whole. 

No,  nn  ;  never  mind  what  .lames  l''ullertc,n  saw  You  have 
said  that  this  is  the  Ixix  which  was  sent  out  of  your  shop  on 
Wednesday:  how  dn  \i>\\  kiiftw  that  it  is7- -I  know  it,  because 
it  has  oui    pri\  ate   inaik   >  ii    it. 

Have  tlie  other  biixes  that  you  sell  not  the  same  private 
mark/-   No,  they  have  not 

Lord  I'FAS — Is  till  le  a  ]ir'vatc  mark  nn  the  "\\m-  boxes  th.it 
you   mako?  -Yes 

Will,  i.-  the  priv  ate  mark  on  that  box  difji  rent  from  thei 
private  mark  on  tiie  other  IxixckI — No. 

Do  you  put  the  same  private  mark  on  other  boxes  of  tliat 
deseiiption?     Wo  do  on  boxes  of  that  si/e,  my  lord. 

Then  wliat  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Clark)  is  saying  now  is  this — 
if  you  put  the  same  private  tiiark  on  the  other  bo.xi-s  of  the 
same  si/e  tli.it  you  make,  how  do  you  know  tliat  tliiit  is  the 
very  box  you  sent  out  that  Wednesday  afternixin,  and  not  some 
other  box  made  in  your  shop? — I  do  not  think  tliat  1  can  answer 
that  (luestion,  my  lord. 

Mr  (.'iM(K — I>o  \ou  say  anything  more  than  that  this  box 
was  iiiade  in  your  shop? — I  can  Riiy  nothing  mote  than  that, 
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and   thiit  the   prisoner   at  the   bar   is  the  person   who   came  in  W.  S.  Dun'.op 
that  day. 

And  that  she  pot  away  a  box  <if  that  <h-hCMption? — Yes. 

That,  surely,  is  not  s-utticient  to  warrant  you  in  saying  that 
It  IS  the  box  which  she  got  away  i— It  has  o\ir  private  mark. 

I  suppose  all  your  boxes  are  marked  in  the  same  way  i — In 
just  the  >ame  way. 

Dear  me!  can  you  say  nothing  more  than  that  it  was  made 
in  your  shop? — I'can  say  that  it  was  made  in  our  shop. 

And   that  the  prisoner  got   a   b<i.\  oi   that  de-cnption    away, 
nr  ti.'at  it  was  sent  after  her? — Yes. 

And  even   of   that    you   are  (loiibtfuli"- 1   have   no  doubt   the 
Los  was  taken  i.ir  sent  away. 

Then  da  not  say  that  that  box  is  the  box  that  tho  prisoner 
)_'..t    away. 

Ul.  J-\MEs  Fui.i.ERTON,  juii.,  assistant  ironmonger,  Ariryle  J.  Fullerton 
Street,  examined  by  Mr.  (iiKFoun — I  am  assistant  in  my  father's 
-hop,  James  t'ullerton,  sen.,  Argyle  Street.  I  saw  tiie  prisoner 
come  to  my  father's  sh^p  (ui  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  5th 
July  It  was  some  t.ine  lietween  nitie  and  ten  o'clock,  as  far 
as  I  can  recollect.  Shf  had  a  bundle  of  some  kind  with  her. 
1  di.l  not  serve  her.  A  l.id  of  the  name  of  M  Nish  did.  I 
heard  her  ask  for  a  l..nntt  b<.x,  and  saw  MNish  bring  it  to 
h<r.  He  brouglit  more  than  one,  and  she  selected  one.  (Wit- 
ness >h.,wn  a  box,  labelled  No.  2^.)  She  selected  a  br>x  similar 
to  that.  It  was  the  same  size,  the  same  shape,  and  japanned 
in  the  same  way.     When  buying  the  box  she  asked  for  a  lo.  k. 

I'liss-examiiied   by   Mr.   t'LAUK—I   was  not  tin-   [lerson  trans 
actiiiii  the  business  w'th  her. 

Then  <io    not    say    anything   that   you   did   not    hear    her   say 
yourself. 

Kxainination  re--unird-l  saw  her  put 
put  a  padlock   on  it.    and   take  tiie   key 

she  was  carrying  I  hr.ird  her  irijurNting  the  address  to  be 
put  on  it.  She  ask.d  tl,..  1  d  MNish.  I  s.iw  him  <lo  it.  I 
do  not  remember  the  mldiess.  it  was,  I  think,  addressed  to 
Edinburgli;  but  I  do  n^t  remember  the  other  word.s  on  it  I 
heard  her  sav  t,.  M  >:ish  she  was  going  to  KdiidHirj.'h  in  the 
nfteriu.on,  and  that  she  would  lease  the  box  and  call  m  for 
it  in  the  afternoon. 

Lord  Dkaj" — Did  vou  hear  lier  say  that? — Yes. 

That  she  was  going  to  Kdinburgh,  or  tiie  box  was  to  be 
BPntI  -Well.  I  cannot  exactly  say  that;  but  she  intended  to 
go  with  the  l)oi  to  the  Kdiidiurgh  station.  Whether  she  meant 
Hhe  wa»  going  with  tho  box  herself  or  not  I  do  not  know- 
Mr.  (;irroHP— Did  you  hear  her  ask  M  Nish  anything  about 
altering  tiic  address?— Not  on  that  ihiy.     She  then  left.      She 


liundle  nii'<  the  box. 
That  IS,   tiie  bundle 
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J.  Fullerion  did  not  return  on  Saturday.       She  was  told  that  we  closed  at 

tour  o'cldck  on  Satuiday.-,,  and  she  said  she  would  come  hefore 
that  time.  She  came  hack  cither  iiii  the  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
or  Thtu'sday  in  the  week  folhiwintr.  I  saw  her,  She  pot  another 
address  put  ^n  the  Ikix-  .MNi-li  put  it  on.  He  was  theri'  on 
that  occasion  al.so.  He  wrote  a  new  one.  It  was  a  new  card, 
and  the  other  one  was  takin  otT  l.y   .M'Nish, 

Do  you  rememl)er  where  it  was  to  be  sent  the  second  time?— 
I  think  it  was  to  Ayr,  hut  I  am  not  certain.  She  said  she  had 
called  on  tlie  Saturday  al'li'i  noon,  hut  iound  ihe  shop  closed; 
and  I  think  that  she  also  requested  us  to  send  the  hos  to  tlie 
raihvay  station,  I  only  think  that  ;  I  am  n<it  certain.  I 
think  it  was  the  Ayr  st,itioii  she  mentioned.  'I'hat  is  the 
station  in  (.llaspow  for  Ayi-.  The  hox  left  our  premises  on  the 
same  day  the  [■ -rson  eame  back  the  st  eoiid  time. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr,  Ci.ahk — I  did  !iot  take  the  1k:x  away, 
I  did  not  pay  any  p.irtieular  attention  to  it,  liut  I  am  almost 
certain  I  sent  it  away:  I  cannot  say  by  whom,  I  h;.ve  tried 
to  find  out  whom  I  sent  -t  with,  tnit  I  have  not  been  alile. 


is    entered  ? — A    tin 
bv    itself  ;    what  do 


John  Rorke  41  j,-,jj^.  [{ohke,  clerk  in  the  station,  at  Glasn-ow,  of  the 
GlasL'ou  A-  I'ai>ley  ,Ioint  Railway,  Kridjre  Street,  and  resiijinr; 
in  Melville  Street,  Tri'deston,  Klast'ow-.  examined  by  Mr, 
GlFFORD— It  is  jiart  '^  my  duty  to  take  ehaipe  of  the  parcels 
to  Ayr,  an<l  to  keep  tlie  books, 

(Shown  article  in  invetitory.  No  17.  beinii'  book  titled  at  the 
top,  "  Heceive<l  in  pood  ordec  lidiu  (Ihispow  A*  I'aislev  J()int 
Railway  romp.iny,"  and  asked  to  look  at  entries,)  Point  out 
entries  for  lit),  .luly  last? — There,  sir, 

I'nder   tlie    eobiinu    "  descrijition  "    wlmt 
box,    a<i<hes,-.ed   "Mrs,    l»arnley." 

Yes;    l)ut   look    at    column    "' desciiptii  n  ' 
you   find  there/ — A  "tin   box"   marked. 

And   under   column   "  consipnee  "  i — "Mrs.    Darnley." 

And  under  column  "  receivinp  station  "?- -Ayr. 

Next   eolumn.' — "Carriage  9d." 

'Ihe  next  column  is  "charpe  piid  on'?-  Yes:  but  there's 
nothinp  entered  there. 

Tie  ne\;t  e..lumn  js  "  to  pay  "  ;  what  is  entereil  there?--'  '.*d." 
I  cuiinot  say  1  hitvi  a  pot)d  recollection  of  the  box  to  whi.'h 
that  entry  reters,  but  I  have  a  faint  recoiicction.  It  was 
somethinp  of  a  japanned  tin  box,  (Shown  box,  article  No.  28 
of  inventory.)  So  f,-ir  as  I  rememb'i ,  if  is  .somethimr  like  that 
box.  It  was  despatclieij  to  .\yr  on  the  '.Uh  July,  (Sh<pwn  articlo 
No,  44  inventory,  beiner  way-bdl.  titlol  '(;iii,ipow  A-  South- 
Western  Rail"a\  I.oi  d  Parcels  Way-bill,  (Jlnspow  to  Ayr,  4.30 
o'clock  train,  Hth  .luly,  1H02.")  That  is  the  way-bill:  it  con- 
tains an  entry  relating  to  that  box, 
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Cross-examined    by    Mr.    Claiik,    who,    liaving    received    tiie  John  Rorke 
rrceiviiia  \>'>r,k  and  way  iiill,  alter  lookitii:  them  over,  asked — I 
supjMise'  there    is   a    gond   deal   of   tratlic    at   the    station   where 
V(.u   are  elerk  ! — Yes.    a   threat   de:il. 

And  the  i)anel  tralV..'  in  this  book  for  the  We<h»eRday,  9th 
July,  bejiiiis  at  i.age  !'.'>  ami  onds  at  page  81,  both  inclusive, 
does  it  not/ — I  do  not   know. 

Look  at  it  I — Yes,  sir,  you're  right. 

Kow,  how  t\u  \(,\i  git  thit  faint  rtcoilection  of  that  box 
VOU  speak  of? — Well,   I  ninst   have  a   itrolleetion  of  the  box. 

\Vell,  but  how  have  yuu  a  recxjlkrtion  of  that  boT  that  was 
shown  you/ — Because  1  have  some  faint  recollection  of  all  goods 
that   pass  throiigh   my    hands. 

Now,  do  you  mean  t"  s,iy  that  ycu  have  a  faint  recollection 
of  all  the  aVtieles  in  that  "book  (—No  :  but  by  looking  at  the 
cntrv  I   get  a  faint  reeoUvrtion. 

liv  liinkinir  i't  the  entry  ynu  ..ret  a  faint  reetiUection,  eh? 
Now,  Mr.  iiorke,  do  you  iiuihI  anything  of  that  box  at  all] — 
I  know  no  more  than  1  have  said. 

Will,  \vhat  was  it  like? — It  was  a  t::i  box. 

Have  vdu  anv  rec(dlection  of  what  scut  of  a  shape  it  was? — 
No. 

No  colour,  or  anvthmg  mo''e  about   it? — I  do  not  know. 

I. Old  jtEAS — Havt'  you  any  rccnllcction  of  the  box? — No,  my 
lord,   nothing   further  than   what   the  entry  denotes. 

Wh.it  do  you  mean  when  you  say  you  "  ha\e  a  faint  recollec- 
tion of  a  japanned  tin  box  like  the  one  now  shown  me"? — I 
could  not  state  it  better. 

41'.   AucHinAT.i)  M'MiLi,.\N,  examined    by    Mr.    (JiFKoun — 1   am  a.  M'Mlllan 
a  porter  in  the  service  of  the  Glasgow  it  r^ouih- Western  Railway 
at   the   Bridge    Street   station.      I    remendier   of    a    man    coming 
to  me  Rome  dav  in  July  last   and  speaking  about   a   box  that 
had  been  sent  to   Avr,      It   was  the  10th  .luly. 

Mr.  Clark — Wo  ijd  vou  sav  (io.;itivfly  it  was  the  10th?— I 
know  it  was  eithtr  th.-'ioth  or  tl,"  Uth. 

Lord  Deas — Do  yo>i  mean,  when  he  .isked  about  a  box. 
that  he  wanted  to  e.-t  a  box? — Y'es. 

Mr,  GiFFoHi!  -Yoii  know  the  man?— I  did  not  know  him  at 
the  time,  but  I  .ifteiwavK  identified  him:  and  I  know  now 
he  is  tlie  prisoner's  husband 

):l     Wii.iisM    Kkiiu   ('liMo.    ev.ainined   bv    .Mr.    (Iikkoiid^    I    .uo  W.  K.  Craig 
a  clerk  in  th<'  Glasgow  office  of  tlie  Glasgow  A-  South  Western 
Hallway.      I    know    Archibald    M  Mill.m,   the   porter 

In  consequence  of  something  he  said  to  yoti.  'lid  vou  writol 
— I  gave  the  guard  of  the  f<.:b")  p.m.  train,  on  the  10th  of 
July,  a  note. 
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W.  K.  Craig       Whom  wa';  the  note  addressed  to? — It  was  a  memorandum 
or  note  to  the  guard. 

Have   you   that  ineinorandum?— No. 
II;i\e  you  searched  for  it/ 
Lord    Ijkas — In   the   guard's   j)oekft! 

iMr.    Cl-vrk — What    is    tlie    name   of    the    guard? — Andrew 
Morran. 

Mr    (JiiFOHD — Kiich)se   this  witness,    and  call    Robert   Blair. 


R.  Blair 


4-1.  K(iHEnr  Bi..vir.  examined  liy  Mr.  (iuFoRn — I  am  a  clerk 
in  the  Glasgow  iV  South  Western  i{ailw:iy's  service  at  Avr. 
I  remember  of  a  jaf)anned  tin  box  roniinL'ti>  Ayr  from  Glasgow 
on  the  ;)th  July.  (.<howh  the  box  attached  to  label  No.  28.) 
That  is  like  the  box,  but  I  could  not  say  whether  it  is  the 
same  box  or  not.  It  was.  I  think,  rfiimder  upon  the  top 
than   that. 

Lord  liEA.-— If  it  was  rounder,  how  is  it  like  it?  It  could 
not  be  like  It  if  it  is  not  like  it.  Look  at  the  box,  and  say 
\\lietiier  it  was  like  th:it  \)<<\  or  iK.t  ? — It  was  not  smashed  in 
this  way  when  it  wa.s  at  Avr. 

Mr.  ('l.\hk — Was  that  what  you  meant  when  you  said  it 
was   roundel-? — Te.s. 

I»id  you  [lay  any  paiticular  attention  to  it? — No. 

Mr.   fiiFFoiU)— Hid  it  lie  at  the  oftice  at  Ayr?— Ye.s. 

What  was  the  address?— It  was  "Mrs.  ]');irnlev,  Avr;  lie 
till  called  for."  It  came  by  the  i.'M)  p.m.  "train  fron; 
Glasgow  (jn  the  Dtli,  and  it  lay  till  the  11th  at  9  r)0  a.m., 
when  it  \\,Ms  sent  back  tf)  Glasgow.  (Shown  a  way-bill  with 
a  Idiel  No.  4.").)  That  is  one  of  our  local  wav-biljc  On  it 
I  rca<l,  "Ayr  to  Glasgow,  !)  ,")0  train,  of  llth  Julv,  1862, 
one  tin  box;    Mrs.    Iiarnl.v  ;    9d.  paid  -uit  and   I'd.    to  pay." 

Lord  I»EAs — l»ois  tiiat  mean  Is.  Hd.  to  jiay?— No;  it 
means  thire  was  'Jd.  to  pay  when  it  came  to'  Ayr  from 
GlasETow. 

I>id  you  chart'e  for  iiriiiLMiiL'  it  back?— No.  we  did  not 
char^re  The  <_'Mard  bi-iiught  down  the  note.  The  cruard  was 
Andrew  Morran  It  was  in  ci.nsiqueiice  of  that  note  that  I 
sent  the  box   back. 

Hy  .Mr.  Ciauk — 1  cannot  say  how  I  l'ot  the  note.  I  think  I 
got   it   in  the  drawer. 

Have  you  gdt  that  note? — I   think  I  destroved    it. 

Lor<i   Deas — Did  you  look   for   it? — Yes. 

Mr.    ("lakk — When? — I    could    not    sav. 

Hy  Mr.  Gikkouh  -  I  \\aH  dire<t.'.l  to  hmk  for  it  by  the  Fiscal. 
I  in.nie  a  search  for  it,  but  did  not  tuid   it. 

Mr.  Clark — Morran  is  n<it  here,  and  is  not  a  witness. 
Witness  says  now  that  he  did  not  know  that  the  guard  brought 
the  note.  All  hr  knows  is  th.it  he  fnmid  tl,.'  note  in  the 
tirawer. 
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By  Lord  Deas — I  was  tnki  that  tiie  srirird  bmucht  the  note   R.  Blair 
I  tliiiik   I  pot  it   ill   my  drawer. 

By  Mr.  Ci.AitK — 1  {i.ii'l  u<<  attfiitioii  to  the  tins  when  it  arrived. 

hid  villi  iviiow  Mivtl'iii^  aliout  it  excej)t  what  is  known  from 
the  way-bill  i — I  sav  the  box  in  tlie  office,  Imt  I  did  not  pay 
partioilar  attent  ...    to   it. 

And  your  initiression  left  as  to  the  box  i.s  tliat  it  was  a 
roiuidi':-  liox  tliaii  the  one  you  saw  to-day  ; — Ir  wa.s  uol  su 
niurh  "  ba.shi'd   '   in. 

Was  it  qui  CO  flat  on  the  top? — I  could  not  say.  It  is  my 
i^lp^e.^.<ion  that  d  was  round  on  the  top,  and  that  it  was  not 
a  hex  with  a  flat  toji  tiiat  I  sent  l)aek. 

Lord  Deas — Is  the  box  now  pressed  in?  (Box  again  placed 
hefore  the  witness) — Yes. 

Was  it  so  when  you  sent  it  away? — No. 

Can  vou  tell  will  thi.T  it  was  round  or  tiat  at  the  top? — I 
could  not  say.        I  think  it  was  round. 

Bv  ii  JuHTMAN — I  think  it  was  oval  at  the  top. 


4.").    ItuiiERT  YouNO— I  am   a  elerk  in  the  jiarcel  office   at  tlie  "• 
Bridfre    Street    railway    station.    Glas<jriiw.         (Shown    a    book, 
label  No.  5:5,  titled  at  the  top,    '  Received  in  poo<l  order  from 
tie'  (JlasfTiiw  ,{■    Paisley   ,Toint   Railway   Conipan\  ")        That   is 
a  parcel   delivery   book. 

i-ord  Deas — Is  it  a  receipt  book  kept  for  articles  that  are 
t<i  be  delivered  in  Glasjrow? — Y'fs. 

Mr.  Clark  objected  to  the  liook  being  produced  as  e'^-idence, 
ur.d   thi.'  witness  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  (IiFFoiu) — -I  am  goinnr  t<i  ask  the  witness  wiiat  the  entry 
in  that  book  refers  to,  whether  it  was  a  box  similar  to  the 
one  shown,  and  to  whom  it  was  to  be  given.  I  want  to  prove 
that  this  was  given   by  this;  witness  to  a  person. 

Witness  was    i-ecalled,  and   shown    tlie   boi.k    aL'ain. 

Loid  1>EA< — To  what  does  that  entry  refer? — It  refers  to  a 
tin  box  which  came  from  Ayr,  and  was  to  be  delivered  in 
Glasgow  to  a  |nison  named  Uarnley.  The  box  was  delivered 
hy  lue  at  the  (llisgow  .^tation  to  a  person  who  called  for  it. 

^\  hat  person  ? 

Mr.  Cl-AUK  objcctrd  to  this  line  of  evidence,  unless  the 
person  to  whom  the  liox  was  d-livired  w,re  put  into  the 
witness-box. 

Lord  Okas  inquind  whether  Mr.  Gifkoro  had  .iny  objection 
to  withdraw    the  i|ueKtion  .' 

Mr.  GiFioun,  alter  conaider;ition,  agreed  t..  witlulrav;  it 
in  tlie  meantime. 

Lord  Hkas  would  not  say  that  the  question  was  incom- 
petent, but  thought  it  miiriit  enil^irrass  the  case,  and  that 
it  was  better  not  tn  press  it. 

Examination   resumed  by  Mr.   Gifford — liie  i>ox   i  now   nee 
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E.  Reid 


R.  young  is  like  the  one  I  jrave  away,  in  .ize  and  colour.  It  had  been 
addressed,  '•  J[rs.  Darnley.  Ay."  Ayr  had  been  .oSl  ,  ,  ? 
aij(l  (..iaseow  substituted. 

box'?— Ves""'~^'"  '"'  "  ''■'"''™^"  anytliinp  of  the  shape  of  the 

Uo^^  do  you  mind  itT -It  was  a  box  like  this.        I  mind  it 
because   I  gave  it  to  the  person   who  called   for  it. 

I'i^    KLIz^,.KTH  ^\■\.^nu.^yur   |;k„,,  residing  in  Drumlrorhar 

b  >u.ht  to  ,ny  hou.o  on  the  nth  July  l.st.  (Shown  tin  box 
•  ■  -  ■'  ,  ^  "■■'^  ■■'  '"'-^  "l^t.  that.  It  Nvas  the  .same  size 
CO  our    and  .shape.        There  was  no  address  upon  the  box  when 

W\[(i    brouLrht    die    1)1  .\.? 

the'Lw'"''""""   ■'""    '""^''''   ^"   '""   *''^  P''"'""  '''^"^   ^^'•°"g^t 
Mr.    GiFFORD No. 

Mr.  CL.uiK  submitted  that  it  was  incompetent  to  ask  the 
question.  '^  "^ 

br^^ht^h™  ;!:y!I'""^'-^"  ^•"" ''--  ^'^  p--"  -'- 

I»o  you  know  him  verv  well? Yes 

h.^^:  /"w'"'f  ^  ^^'''■"  ^"  ^'^  ■'"^"'  *^'  '-^""^  ^^^  question  I 
ha  e  stated  to  be  put  to  the  witness.  It  is  merely  whether 
a  certain  ,.ers,ui  thrt  she  knows  di.l  a  certain  thin- 

.Mr.  L.VKK— Ihat  person  will  not  be  called,  and  the  question 
en  only  be  a>ked  ,o  rai^e  a  prejudice  a.^niKt  the  Jrison^r 
atthe  bar:   and   unless  that  per^-u,  i.  brou^dit  to  connect  the 

eviden"  "'  "    ""''    ^  '^"  '""  ^'"""^  ^''^'^  ^'^^  ""^'^  ^^^  be 

L,,rd    Dk.^s— I  r,,nsi,],.r   the   question   quite  competent 
Mr.    G,FFou„--^[v    lord,    if    you    think    it    will   cause    anr 
embarrassment   I  will  witlidraw  it. 

Lord  I)EA<— You  can  do  ,.,s  you  please.  I  consi.ler  the 
<juestiim   pojupitent. 

Mr.  Cru-rnnu  (,o  ,he  Witness)-We]l,  who  brom:ht  the  box? 
-ft  was  mv  brother,  James  M'L,.chlan.  who  is  the  husband 
ot  rhe  p,ison,r.  lAt  this  st..,,.  of  the  examination  the 
wnne.ss  who  had  been  .leeply  .tl.rtod  from  the  eommence- 
ment  began  weeping,  and  let  her  veil  ,iown,)  I  ,lid  not  see 
t:if   h.ix  opened. 

I  lid   yon  see  any  of  the  article^-  that  were  in  the  l-x? 
Mr     (  T.MiK—Whnt  dav  do  von    refer  to? 
Mr    (iiKFoiio— I  am  g,.inc.  to  ask  if  she  .saw  some  articles 
Mr     <  I. ^RK— I  suppose  all  this  was  <lone  after  the  prisoner's 
liusli.uid    uas   disi'hurged. 

■ ■■■-.Lj—^iv  \iiinesRy — V.n.il  div- 


as  ir  on   \Miich   vou 
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saw    certain    article^     of    dress?— It    was     on     the     Saturday  E.  Reld 

iiK'riiirifj. 

^^as   that  the  Saturday  after  tlic  box   was   brought  to   vour 
liouse? — Yes. 

Lonl^   liKAs— What  day   of   the  month    was    it  ?— It   was    the 
iL'th  of  July,        The  box  was  <lelivere()  on  the   11th. 


Mr.    (iiFFf)RiJ — l)id 


(sh( 

No. 


in    your 
a    cloth 
and 


house 
cloak  ; 
a    silk 


you    see    these    thinps 
win?   labels    No.    -29,    a    velvet    cloak    am.   .. 
•'id.    a  bl.ick   silk   dress,   a    brown    silk   dr-ss 
polka:   and  X.,.  .Tl,  a  black  plaid)?— Yes. 

Lord   r»E.\s — You   saw  these  dresses,   less  or  more? — Yes. 

Mr.    (uFFORi, — Where   did    vnu    see   these   on    the   Saturday 
muniin'jr.' — I  saw  them  lyinjr  on  a  bed  in  my  house 

Pill  you  put  them  anywhere? — Yes,  I  put  tl 

Ixml   1)k.\s — You  did  not  jiut  them  into  tin 

Mr.  GiFFonn — Well,  how  lonir  did  they  remain  iii  the  drawer? 
— From  Saturday  iiinrninn-  im   Wednesday  moininir. 

I'id  you  see  anythinp  done  v.ith  them  on   Wednesdriy? 

Mr.  Ci.ai:k — Now,  this  was  a  day  siibseciuent  to  that  on  which 
the    prisoner's    hudiand     was    ex.'unined     and 
declaraticui. 


hem  into  a  drawer, 
b.  d/--Xo, 


d 


hi 


the      iiue.--tion 


IS 


perfectly 


Mr.   CiFFoHi) — I  don't  think  that  it   matters. 

Mr.  Ci.Ai.K — I  think  it  matters  a  trood  deal. 

Lord     1)e.\s— I     am     satisfied 
comjieteiit. 

Mr.  CiFFoiiii  (to  Witness^— Did  you  see  anything  done  with 
them  on  the  Wednesday? — I  saw  them  put  into"  the  bos. 

Ui'l  you  see  the  box  addressed?--!  saw  an  address  tied  upon 
the  box   after  the  thiiii,'.<  were  put   in. 

Wh:it   ^%as   the  addriss? 

Mr.   Claiik — Stoj)  a  little!     Who  wrote  the  address'? 

Mr.  (;iFKoiiD — I  am  not  asking  that  (juestion  ;  I  thought  vou 
Would  object  to  it.  (To  Witness )— What  was  the  address"?  - 
"Mr.  Thon;son,  County  Buildings,  (ilasgow ;  to  lie  till  .ailed 
for."  Then  the  box  \uis  taken  fn.m  my  house,  and  I  never  saw- 
it  again.     A  p<.rter  called  inv  it  :  Ins  name  was  Lauri.-. 


17.  l)o.v.M,n  L.wiUE,  porter,  llamiltnn  >tieet.  Creenock,  D.  Laurie 
es.tmined  by  Mr.  (iiFFoun— I  now  know  Mrs,  lleid,  the  last 
witness.  She  lives  in  I>rumfio<har  l!oad.  I  went  to  her  luuise 
>n\  the  IGth  of  July  last,  al.iait  a  (piarter-past  nine  o'ch)ck.  I 
pot  a  box  there.  (Shown  tin  box.  No.  i?S.)  Tliat  is  very  like 
it,  but  my  eyesight  's  not  so  good  now;  but  it  was  a  bo'i  like 
that  in  shape,  size,  and  colour.  It  was  \ery  like  that  I  did 
not  look  to  see  the  address  upim  it,  1  took  it  to  tiie  booking- 
office  of  the  railway  station,  and  I  ordire<l  it  to  i)e  bonked  for 
Glasgow:  that  was  the  direction  1  got,      I  ijave  it  to  Martin. 

Is  that  Alex.inder  Martin?— It's  Mi.rtm  we  call  him.     He  is 
•i   t-eivant    ill   tiie   laiiwav   oiiice. 
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A.  Martin  4(<.  Alkxanhkr  .Mahiin,  jifircel  dflivcrer.  Cieeiiock,  e^tnniined 
by  Mr.  (.iKKtiiD—  I  am  in  the  service  nf  tli<-  Cilfdoiiiiin  Hiiilway 
at  Gruiiiork.  I  ;ini  jiarcel  (Iflivercr.  1  was  iii  the  olficc  nn  tlm 
Ifitli  July  last.  The  j).irtLT,  Ddiiald  l.aiiri.-,  laiiie  in  tliat  morn- 
iiie.  and  hrousrht  a  tin  liox.  He  pave  it  to  mo  to  sum!  it  up 
to  (Jl.iN^row  by  the  (juarterpast  nint-  o'clock  train.  (Shown 
tin  box.  No.  -2^.)  This  is  like  the  l)ox  :  it  is  thf-  same  shajje, 
colour,  and  size.  It  was  too  late  Tor  tlio  (|uarter-past  nine 
o'cUick  train,  and  I  laid  it  down  to  go  V>y  the  hah  past  ten 
train.  I  did  not  see  the  box  put  into  the  next  train;  but  I 
saw  it  taken  out  for  the  p\n])fise  of  beinpr  placed  in  the  train. 
I  did  iiol  see  it  on  the  platform:  liut  I  saw  it  ".'oiiirr  ufistairs 
to  ilie  platform. 

Mr.  L'LAitK — Is  that  the  addi"ss  that  Mas  ujioii  it? — No. 

Mr.  CiFFoiin — He.id  the  address/ — (»h,  yes,  that  is  the 
address.     It  is  "Mr.  Thomson,  Countv  HuiJdinr"^  " 


J.Hughes  -ll).  ,i,iMES  Hr(inKs,  j.arcel  deliverer,  Creenock  IJiulway 
station,  and  residinL'  with  John  Cliisliolni,  tailor,  Willi.irii 
Street,  Greenock  (shown  article  No.  46  of  inventory,  bein;; 
way-bill  title<J  "Caledonian  railway  guard  in  charpe  (to  be  filled 
in  by  renivinp  station),  parcels  wav-liill,  Greenock,  t<i  Bridge 
Street,  depa;ture,  lO/M)  a.m.  train,  IGtli  of  July,  18r,L"')— 
Tliat  is  the  waybill  for  train  to  Glasgow,  10. ."^O  a'm.,  on  that 
date.  The  entry  is — A  "  T  "  for  "  Tin  "  and  "  Box  " ;  consignee, 
''Mr.  Tliomson,  (Jlasgow";  weight,  16  !bs.  :  to  pay.  Ad.  That 
is  all  the  entry  with  regard  to  the  box.  I  entered  it.  I  saw 
the  box.     That  is  like  it.      It  was  a   box  of  the  same  colour. 

Lord  Deas — Is  it  the  same  shape? — It's  like  the  same  shape. 

And  size  and  colour? — Ves,  mv  loid. 

Cross-examined  In  Mr.  Ci  .msk — There's  a  great  manv  tin 
boxes  come  to  Greenock  station; — Yes. 

Now,  what  do  you  mean  by  this  box  being  like  tlie  same 
size? — By  the  same  size,  do  you   ask? 

Yes  ;  did  you  take  any  notice  of  it  whatever  at  the  time  / — No. 

Then,  if  you  took  no  notice  of  it  at  the  time,  h(jw  do  vou 
kn(nv  it  is  like  the  same  shape  and  size  and  cohjur? — Because 
the  box  was  spoken  of  to  me.  There  was  a  pidice  otJicer  at  the 
station    a    few  days   afterwards. 

Yes;  Init  have  you  any  recollection  of  it  yourself?  If  vou 
took  no  notice  of  it,  how  do  you  know  anythiiig  of  its  size  and 
8ha|)e  and  colour? — I  know  from  the  colour  oi'  the  box  that  went. 

But  if  yo\i  took  no  notice  of  it,  how  do  you  know  its  colour? — 
I  recollect  the  box. 

Yes;  but  do  you  recollect  aiivthin;:  more  than  that  it  was  a 
tin  box?— No. 

Then,   if  vou  recollect  no  more  than  that  it   was  a   tin   box 
th  it   went,   how   do   you   know   tliat  that   is  the   same  size   and 
siiape  and  c(;i')ur( — Because  it's  like  tjie  same. 
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'I'in  Box  "  ;  miprht  j.  Hushes 


the 


Wi'l  you  tell  me  how   ■  T  Box  "  stands  for 
it  not  stand  for      Tou  Box"/ — No, 

Do  you  never  put  down  '•  T  "  for  '■  Tea  Pox  "?— No,  f-ir. 

Lord  Dkas— You  mtj  yon  saw  tlie  box  when  it  went  away  and 
that  you  recoHected  it  wlien  you  heard  the  {.oli.e  olhcer  In.iuir- 
Hig  about  It/— Yes,  uiy  lord. 

Did  the  circumstances  of  the  {H.Hee  orhcer  iii(|uii  iii-j  about  it, 
.1  tew  days  afterwards,  make  you  keep  it  m  vour  memory?— 
No,  my  lord,  it  was  the  FiMal. 

Then  the  police  otlicer  and  the  Fiscal's  inquiries  about  it  made 
yi   I  keep  it  in  your  mind? — Y'es,  niv  lord. 

Mr.  ('i.AiiK— Did  you  leiirn  ab,,ut  ihe  box  fr..m  eitjier  the 
police  officer  or  the  Fi.scal  I — No,  sir. 

A  JuuYMA.N- Did  the  police  officer  describe  to  you  what  sort 
of  a  box  it  Wiis? — No,  sir. 

Did  the  Fiscal?— No,  sir.  The  Fi>cal  jrot  the  wav-bill,  and 
tiune  to  see  whose  handwriting  it  was  in,  and  I  recollected  of 
It  then. 


poo< 
onipiiiiy 


o.    oij    of 

order   from   the   (ilasgow 

; — Ihat    is    my    receipt 


IS 


it? — A    "tin    b(jx,    Mr. 
ly,  iOi  train,  a  tin  box; 
It  Ib  from  Grieuock. 


r>i).   John    MlNirRE,    clerk    in    j-arcel    office,    Bridge    Street  J.  M'Intyre 
f-tation.    and    residing   with    James   MTntyre,    commission    mer- 
chant.   Woodlands    Itoad,    Glasgow   (.shown    article    N( 
inventory,    titleil     ■  Keceived    in    good 
iV   Paisley   Junction    h'aihvav  (' 
book. 

Look    at    entry,    MTntyre;    what 
Thomson,"     The  entry  re;"tds — ■  IGtli  •' 
cnn>igiiee,   Mr.   Thomsmi:   4d.    t(.   pav. 

The  signature,  -A.  MCall."  is  Alexander  MCall,  superin- 
tendent of  p,du-e  m  Glii^L'ow.  (.<h<.wn  artirle  No.  L'S  ,,f  inven- 
tory, the  japanne<i  box.)  That  is  the  box  referred  to.  I  gave 
that  box  to  Alexander  MCall.  I  signed  the  label  attaclied  to 
■-t  at  the  tin.e  as  I  gave  it  up.  I  saw  the  label  there  The  i.  x 
vas  full.     Mr.  M'Call  took  it  iiway. 

Un-d    |)E.\s--II,,w  do  y,,u   know"  it   was  full  (—The  lid   was  a 
htt,e  open,  :ind  I  saw  the  clothes  in  the  insi.ie. 

Mr.  Clahk — Was  there  ar 
The  lock  was  broken 


my  lock  upon  it  when  von  saw  it?- 


•<i.    M.Mt.i.UiET  Ma.Tnnes  or  M  \rL.vrni..^x,  w.duw,  residmir  at  MarKar.t 
Fenmore,    m  the   Island  of   Mull,   examine<l   l.y   Mr     (iiFKonn-   MacLaci^ian 
I    was    a    siTvant    with    Jnhn    Flemincr,     17    Sandy  lord    ri-ice 
last     spring     and     till      th,       1st      ..f     Ma  v.        l"    had      been 
there     four     months     precedintr     the      l.st'of     Miiv.        J,..ssie 
MPherson   was   a  servant   there  also.      "A'e  were   tlu-   onlv  two 
servants  at  the  h.mse  in  Sandyford  Place.      I  had  occasion  to 
see  Jessie  MT'herson's  dresses.     (Shown  velvet  cloak  and  cloth 
cloak  attache<l  to  label  No.  29.)     These  are  Jessio  M  PI,,., ■<»„•. 
dresses.     (Shown   bip-^'- 


Uresses.     (>hown  black  silk  dress,  br 


own  81 


Ik  d 


resN,  SI 


Ik 


jacket 
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Mrs.   M' Lac h Ian. 


Marsraret 
HacLachlan 


and  jKilka,  to  wliii  li  were  attached  label  Xo.  liU.)  These  are 
Jessie  M  I'lursfin's  dresses.  (f>hown  black  plaid  tittached  to 
label  \().  'M.)  That  is  Jessie's  plaid.  (Shown  merino  gown, 
to  which  was  attached  label  No.  .'(2  j  That  is  a  dress  oi 
Jessie's;  it  is  of  a  different  colour  now.  When  it  was  in  Jessie 
MPherson's  jiossession  it  vas  of  a  cinnamon  brown  col<iur.  1 
recognise  it  l)y  the  trirnminp,   althmiuh  the  rnhiur  is  ditlereut. 

Look  at  the  pii\\n  :  has  it  been  d_ve<l? — It  has  been  dyed  since 
it  was  in  Jessie  s  possession.  She  had  all  tliese  dresses  when 
I  left  on  the  1st  May.  (Siiown  an  iron  cleaver,  labellc-d  No.  4.) 
That  was  in  Mr.  Flernin>r's  house  when  1  was  in  it. 

Lord  I)EAS — It  was  in  Mr.  FKinintr's  kitchen? — Yes, 

Mr.  (JiFFuui) — I  dnn't  know  Mrs.  MT.,achlan,  the  jirisoner. 
I  heard  Jessie  MT'hei-son  speak  of  her.  ."^he  said  she  had  a 
lespect  for  her,  and  s]ioke  of  lier  in  a  friendly  way. 

Cross-esaniined  liy  Mr.  Ci..viiK — How  do  you  kni>\v  that  black 
plaid? — Hy  the  narrow  border  which  is  sewed  on  it. 

Did  you  never  see  a  jjlaid  like  that  before/ — No,  sir  ;  I  don't 
recollect. 

AVill  you  let  me  see  what  you  call  a  nai'row  border^  (Shows 
the  plaid.)       Yon  did  not  see  it  sewed  on? — No. 

It  was  that  way  when  it  was  made,  so  far  as  you  know? — Yes 

Are  plaids  like  that  houpht  in  shops?--!  never  saw  them: 
I  had  that  j)laid  often  in  my  hands. 

All  you  can  say  is  this,  that  Jessie's  plaid  had  a  narrow 
border  like  that? — Yes  ;    it  had  been  frieen,   and  dyed   black. 

How  do  you  know  that  it  was  of  a  different  colour? — I  was 
told  so  by  Jessie. 

Can  you  say  that  the  i  laid  you  now  see  was  once  preen? 

Lord  Pkas — .'^he  does  not  say  that;  she  says  it  was  Jessie 
MT'lierson  told  her  that  the  plaid  was  once  preen. 

Lord  Deas — Can  you  say  from  lookinp  at  it  yourself  that  it 
has  been  dyed? — Yes,  sir. 

Uo  you  know  it  from  its  peneral  ap{)carance,  as  well  as  from 
that  narrow  border? — Yes. 

You  had  it  often  in  your  hands? — Yes,  often. 

Have  you  any  doubt  it  is  her  plaid? — I  have  no  doubt. 


Mary  Downle  ^.2.  Mart  Dowme,  servant,  IJrandon  Place,  Clasfrow, 
examined  by  Mr.  Gifford — I  knew  the  late  Jessie  M  Phersoii 
intimately.  I  have  known  her  foi  nine  years  past  last  March. 
I  was  in  service  with  her.  She  and  I  .'arried  on  IjusiiU'ss 
together.  "VYe  were  :•.  twelvemonth  in  Vjusii.ess  in  Gray 
Street,  Fmnieston,  as  procers  and  victuallers.  (Shown  a 
velvet  cloak  and  cloth  cloak.  Libelled  No.  '20.)  She  boupht 
that  cloak  wlien  she  was  in  Mr.  Fleminor's  the  first  time.  The 
other  cloak  she  boueht  when  she  and  I  were  in  Mr.  Arnott's, 
Jamaica  Street.  (Shdwn  a  black  silk  dress,  a  brown  silk 
uress,    and    a    siiiv    jacket,    labeiieu    No.    oO.)        These    are    aii 
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.Tis.sic's  <lresseH.  I  was  with  her  when  she  bought  the  black  Mary  Downle 
wiitoml  1,111V  Thi'  lin.wn  dru.ss  was  bouj,'lit  in  i-":ilkirk  l)elnro 
i  kont  iier.  t<o  .she  t<,](l  juo.  (Sh.Avn  i)l(;id,  hiU'llf.!  No.  .'n.) 
'iliat  i.s  Jessie's  ]il:iiu.  It  w.is  bou-lil  iu  I'ulkirk.  I  have 
steii  lier  wear  all  the'^o  dresses.  Whon  she  was  in  Mr. 
Fleminfr's  she  u.scd  to  keep  them  hanrjing  at  th'j  press  door 
at  the  foot  of  the  bed. 

Had  she  a  trunk?  Did  she  keep  a.-.y  dresses  in  it? — Yes, 
sume  of  them. 

(Shown  merino  gown,  labelled  No.  [VJ  )  Look  at  tiiat?— 
It  is  her  brown  einnaniMii. 

Is  tliat  Jessie's  dross?— Yes;  she  pot  it  from  Dr.  Morton 
when  lie  was  married.  She  told  me  that  he  lives  at  Bolton, 
and  Je.'^ie  M'l'herson  was  at  one  time  in  his  service. 

Wlinx  colour  wa.s  the  dross? — It  was  a  brownisli  merino  one 
T\heii  she  had  it.  but  it  is  n(;w  dyed  black.  It  was  not  black 
when  Jessie  had  it,  ;!n<i  I  "ould  not  have  known  it  but  for  the 
b:)dv,    which    has    velvet    trimminrrs    upon   it.        (Witness    also 


eiitified   a  llai'nel  petticoat,  labelled    No,    L'4, 


intriiiL'-  to 


-I  saw  her  last 
having  gone  to 


Jessie  M'Pherson.) 

Mr.  Clark— AVhcn  did  you  see  Jessie  last? 
on  the  18th  May.  I  remember  the  date  by 
Troon  on  the  L'Oth. 

Lord  De.^s — Did  she  give  up  business  at  the  same  time  as 
you  did? — Yes. 

She  never  resumed  business? — No. 

You  know  old  Mr.  Fleminrr? — Yes. 

Have  you  ever  seen  him  in  vour  shop  in  Anderston?— Yes, 

often. 


.":?.  Maro.ujet  Fleminq,  sister  of  and  residintr  with  Join!  M.  Fleming 
I'leiiuiiLr.  was  next  called,  and  examined  bv  .Mr.  (hFFOKi)— In 
July  last  I  was  living  at  Duilmmi,  in  Mr.' Fleming's  cottage 
there.  Jessie  MThersdi  was  left  in  change  of  the  house  at 
Sandyford  Place.  There  was  no  other-  servaTit  there.  Tliero 
IS  11  pantry  off  the  kitchen  with  a  window  lookinir  to  the  b.-ick. 
'Ilie  larder  is  to  the  fmnt.  There  are  drawers  in  that  closet 
or  pantry.  One  of  the  diaw.Ts  was  u-id  by  the  old  ma-i,  and 
the  other,  which  belongs  to  the  house,  was  used  by  me'.  I 
(Kid  occasion  often  to  see  Jessie  M'Pherson 's   dresses". 

r.ord  ])e.\s  discouraged  the  re-openin--  of  iliis  line  ,,f  evi- 
•ieiice,  and  .Mr.  Gifford  resumed  his  seat. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  (^i.auk— Where  was  the  room  in 
^vhich  the  old  man  slept.'— It  .vas  in  a  r.M.m  ab.,ve  the  kitrhen, 
f'li  tfie  dining-room  tloor. 

[The  Court  then  r.djourne.l  ;.t  about  thirteen  minutes  to  nine 
till  ten  o  clock  next  morninc,  and  the  jury  were  enclosed,  in 
terms  of  the  deliverance  pronounced  on   the  nmvinns  ,1,.,-  1  ' 
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THIRD     DAY. 

At  (Ir.AScow,  the  Ninctetntii  .lay  of  September,  ISGil.     Present 

tlie  Ilonouralile  Lord  Deas,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 

Justiciary.     Present  also  the  yhcritfs  as  in  the  sederunts 

of  yesterday  and  seventeenth  instant. 

1ntu.\>'.   Jessie  M'Int(jsli  or  M'LachUm,   now  or  lately  [irisoner 

in  tiie  Prison  of  Glasu'ow,  Panuel. 
iNDicTEn  and  Arcu.-^EU  as  in  the  precedinjj  seikrunt. 

The  jury  having  come  into  Court,  they  all  answered  to  then- 
names  on  their  ijv.ing  called  over,  and  tho  Advocato-deputc 
ad<lu(i'd  the  fullowin'j:  additional  evidence. 


A.  Sloa  -J  A.MiuKw  SLO.^^^  examined  by  Mr.  Gifford — 1  am 
clerk  and  easliier  to  Mr.  John  Fleming,  accountant,  Ghii^pow. 
I  know  Mr.  James  rie;  'ng,  Mr.  John  Fleming's  father. 
I  have  known  him  for  ahov.t  fifteen  years.  I  don't 
know  his  age.  Some  time  before  this  occurrence — perhajis 
a  year  or  two— I  heard  him  mention  it.  He  called  himself 
about  ei;.dity-fivc.  At  present  and  for  some  time  past  he  has 
been  engaged  in  lifting  the  lents  of  u  sinill  pr<.i)erty  with 
about  twenty  tenants. 

Lord  Dk.\.'< — By  a  small  property  you  mean  thai  he  collected 
the  rents  of  a  number  of  small  houses? — Yos. 

Examination  resumed — Tho  projierty  btjoiigs  to  the  trustees 
of  the  late  James  Ivankin.  Mr.  Ji>lin  riciiiiiig  employs  (>li!  Mr. 
Fleming  to  tn^ke  eliarge  (if  the  rents  of  that  property.  He  is 
fact<  r  for  the  trustt-es.  James  Fleming  is  paid  about  £H)  a 
year  for  his  services.  I  p:'.y  liim.  as  cashier  for  his  son. 
Tho  salary  is  paid  weekly.  The  rents  which  he  lifts  he 
delivers  over  to  me. 

What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  mentally? 

Lord  Dbas — I  think  we  have  as  good  an  opportimity  of 
judufintj  as  the  witness,  who  is  not  a  medical  man.  You  may 
ask  him  this  (addreiising  the  witness),  There  is  nothing  wrong 
with  is  ndml  that  you  ever  heard  of? — No. 

And  he  has  faculties  ns  entire  as  you  could  expect  at  his 
age? — Yes,  my  lord. 

Kxamination  resumed — I  cTn.-inbi'i-  the  Monday  «!i'ii  th" 
mtinler  was  discovere<L 

Lord  I)ra8 — That  is  the  day  wIuti  Jeasie  M'Pherson  was 
f'limd  dead  in  tlie  lioiise  in  ."^andyford  Place? — I  recollect 
that,  my  lord. 

Fxamination  resumed — (Md  Fleming  was  in  the  office  on 
Saturday,  5th  July,  for  about  half  an  hour.    He  did  not  speak  to 
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me,  nor  I  to  Inm.  He  was  in  thu  i^ftice  on  Monday,  7th  Julv,  A.Sloan 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morninir-  On  that  inorninjr  he  paid 
me  over  some  small  rents  which  he  had  received.  The  amount 
was  £•_'  6s.  f'i].  in  silver  money.  He  left  the  office  shortly 
after  t^n  o'cI'k  k.  I  did  not  see  him  atraiii  in  the  otFice  that 
day  ;  I  was  in  the  house  at  Sandyford  I'lace  at  niirht,  and  saw 
him  a<;ain.  Nothintr  jia>sed  in  the  fonnoon  about  the  servant's 
bcinp  absent.       Ohl  Fleminp  appeared  in  his  usual  way. 

D.d  you  know  whether  old  Flemin?  had  money  in  tht  b.mk? 
— I  do  nf)t  know  nf  my  own  kiiowlodire. 

You   said    lie   left   about    ten   o'clock, 
tho  grandson,    or  J(ihn   Flemincr,    the  son, 
left? — He  left  before  they  came. 

Lord    I)e.\.s — Did    John    FlemiuL'.    sen., 
jim.,    come    that    day?— The    grandson    camo    at    eleven,    and 
the  father,  .Tohii  Fk^mincr.  two  or  tlirce  hours  later. 


IHcl   John    Fleminc, 
come   in    bvi'i  re   hi3 

ind   John  Flemincr, 


Tio.  J<iiiN  MAi.i.i.sTEH,  calcndercr.  West  George  Street,  Gla^-  J.  Mf'Allistep 
gow.  and  rt>sidi!ig  in  Berkeley  Terrace,  examined  bv  Mr. 
GiFFonn — I  know  Jamw  Fleming,  father  of  John  Fk-ming, 
accountant.  I  have  knowii  him  about  forty  years.  I  am  tiftv- 
eight  years  of  age  and  have  known  him  since  I  was  a  l)ov. 
When  I  first  knew  him  ho  was  a  small  inanufacturer  in  Anderston. 
He  made  shawls  an<I  damask  cloth,  lie  had  a  trroun-up  familv 
when  I  first  knew  him.  I  do  not  know  what  he  was  in  early 
life.  Some  of  his  family  were  considcrablv  older  than  I  am. 
He  goes  to  Mr.  Aikman's.  the  F.P.  church"  in  Anderstcn  1 
do  not  attend  there.  I  remember  Sunday,  the  t)th  Julv 
l.i-^t.  I  met  Mr.  Fleming  that  Sunday  jnst  as  I  was  mming 
out  of  my  own  house.  T!i:it  wnuld  bo  al)out  ei-ht  nrniites 
before  eleven  in  the  forenoon. 

I.^ird  IiK.A.s— That  was  the  time  the 
Vcs,  sir. 

Mr.   GiFronn — Wh;,f   did 
remark  about  the  weather. 

Well,  did  anything  else  pass?— I  said,  "Are  you  still  going 
<lown  to  the  old  church,  Mr.  Fleming?  "  "  Yes,"  said  he, 
"  tliere'.H  no  use  changing  now." 

I'  d  old  Mr.  F'ler.iing  always  a  rei^pectable  character? — So 
iis  as  I  know. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Clare — At  least  you  nev-jr  heard 
anything? — No  :  never  till  this  case  hup|)ened. 

Do  you  not  know  that  )i.'  u;i<  1..  fnro  ♦!..  l.iik  session? — I  did 
not  know  till  tliis  affair. 

Then  you  have  heard  so-     ,tini<i  agani^t  him? — Yes; 
newspapers  I  have. 

F^.rd  Dbas— Now.  Mr.  Clark,  this  need  not  be  opened  up 
just  now  with  tlie  witness. 
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\|'U    sav    to    him 


(htircho.s  were  going  in? — 
He   m.ide   sime 


tho 


J.Jk^ 


litl 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


w.  M'Klm  r>G.   WiijjAM  MKiM,  teller,  National  Socurity  Savuigs  Rank, 

Wilsi'n  Sti-L't't,  (Jlasnrow,  examint-il  by  Mr.  Giffoud — I  know 
Jlr.  James  Fk'niiiiL',  father  of  John  Fleming:,  who  resiih's  in 
SandyforJ  I'lace.  lie  has  an  account  ■uitli  our  bank.  (Shown 
article  No.  58  in  inventory,  titled  "  i'a.ss-l)ook  of  the  National 
Security  Savinpfs  Bank,  No.  130,432,  James  Fleming.")  Mr. 
James  Fleming  had  at  hi.s  credit  on  Itli  July  last  ill.'d,  and 
the  s;;me  sum  on  Hth  July.  He  has  had  that  balance  of 
£]')0  since  I'nd  Decendicr,  1801.  He  might  have  had  more, 
but  t!:e  rules  of  the  bank  do  not  allow  him  to  give  in  more. 

T.  Somervall  ,-,7  'I'hom.xs  Somekv.ml,  examined  uy  Mr.  (Iikfohd — 1  am 
agent  for  the  Argyle  Str-ct  bianch,  Gh^  gow,  of  the  l{oyal  Bank 
of  Scotland.  I  know  James  F'leming.  :ia  opened  an  account  in 
the  hratich  bank  under  that  name,  \>..t  I  do  not  know  him  to 
bo  the  father  of  Mr.  John  Fleming.  I  know  tho  man  by  sight 
quite  Well.  (Sli<jwn  bank  pass-book  No.  5'J.)  That  is  James 
Fleming's  pass-book.     He  has  il.'iO  at  his  credit. 

How  long  has  he  had  that  sum  at  his  credit? — TIic  latt 
payment  he  made  was  on  the  l.st  of  July. 

Lord  Dea,-; — Has  the  sum  at  his  credit  .>;tood  at  that  sum 
since  1st  July? — lie  paid  t-'j  on  that  day.  The  l)alunce  before 
that  stood  at  £2.'). 

Mr.  Giffoud — For  how  long) — Tlie  previous  pavment  was  cin 
the  l-Jth  of  April,  £5. 

Lord  Deas — Wiial  I  have  taken  down  is,  "  There  st.inds  at 
his  credit  a  balance  of  £30,  and  it  has  so  stood  since  30th 
July  last.  li.lnre  fliat  it  had  been  at  £2.".  from  the  12th 
April   preceding.''        Is   that  correct? — t>'uite   corri'Ct. 
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'!•*.  lii.i/.Ai'.iriiT  BitnwNi.iR,  examined  by  Mr.  (liiKoitn  I  .nn 
a  servant  to  Mi-.  Itobert  ,>te\\art,  jeucller.  No.  IG  .S.uulvfoi  1 
Place.  I  know  Mr.  Fleming's  house.  It  is  No.  17.  next 
door  to  ours.  I  was  in  service  at  Mr.  Stewart's  house  ia  the 
month  of  July  last,  ami  «:is  in  Mr.  Stewart's  house  on  the 
night  of  Friday,  4t!i  Jnlv.  I  was  always  in  the  house  liuring 
the  nitrlit.  1  s'ept  as  usual  in  my  bedroom  on  the  night  of 
the   1th  July.        I  dill  not  hear  any  noises  during  the   night. 

Your  house  adjoins  that  of  Mr.   Fleming? 

Lord  Peas — She  salt!  that  it  was  next  door. 

Mr.  GiFFoiio — T\h'  houses  do  not  stand  separat-ely? — No;  the 
houses  in  Sandyford  Place  are  a  continuous  row. 

Can  you,  in  Mr.  Stewart's  house,  hear  noises  that  occur  in 
tho  one  adjoiniiitr — in  Mr.   Fletiiing's? — No. 

Isthcreany  part  in  the  house  on  the  lower  llai  where  you  could 
hear  noises  in  Mr.  Fleming's  house? — Yf^,  we  would  hear  the 
noise  of  the  breaking  of  a  piece  of  coal,  for  instance,  in  tho 
kitchen. 
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Hid  roil  call  at  No.   17  Sanflyi'nrd  Plaice,   at  Mr.  Fleming's,  E.  Brownlle 
V  !i  the  next  nidrniiiir.' — No.  not  till  the  afternoon. 

Was  that  (n  th  Kriday? — Xd  ;  I  was  in  t  in  Mr.  Ileming's 
-11  that  nifj-ht.  It  wa.s  the  ntxt  ilay,  Saturday,  Ix'twcen  two 
anil  three.  I  lan^r  the  bell  of  Mr.  HeniinprV  hou.se.  did 
Mr    Fleminfr  answered  it 

Tell  us,  then,  what  took  j)lace? — I  a^ked  for  the  h-an  ol" 
a  spade. 

And  what  did  old  Mr.  Fleming;  say  i — lie  t-oM  inc  to  como 
in.  I  went  in,  an<l  went  down  stairs.  Ho  went  with  me. 
I  went  to  the  back  door.  It  was  standit'rr  open.  I  went 
out  of  the  house.  Old  Flemin<,'  then  went  half-way  ilown  to 
the  washing-hou.se.  lie  did  lart  p>  .all  ih.'  kuL'tli,  but  turned 
back. 

Lord  Dbas — Was  the  washinjrdiouso  in  the  rutsidc? — Yes. 

Was  it  below  the  level  of  the  kit^-hen  / — Yes. 

Mr.  GiFFoi'.n — When  you  go  out  at  tho  back  door.  i,<  the 
wasjiing-house  opposite  ? — Yes. 

H(vw  many  stcjis  is  it  below  the  leM.1 
one. 

Ijord  De.vs — It  is  (p'ite  sufficient  t. 
the  level  of  the  kitchen. 

Mr.  r.iFFo'i) — Will,  did  he  give  you  the  sp.-Mle? — No. 

What  did  ho  say? — He  said  the  door  was  hicked. 

I/ord  Dka'^ — 'rh<'  washing  house  door? — Yes. 

He  said  tho  washinc-houso  door  was  locked,  so  he  could  not 
give  you  the  spade? — Yes. 

Mr.  CfiFFoni) — Did  he  say  anything'? — He  said  tho  girl  was 
out.       I  understood  tliat  ho  meant  his  servftnt.       I  knew  hor. 

Lord  Deah — What  was  her  name? — I  heard  her  called  Jessie. 

Her  other  naine/ — I  did  i\'<t  know  her  other  name. 

Mr.  (JiFFOnn — Did  ho  say  anythincr  more? — I  asked  if  the 
key  W(iuld  bo  in  the  kitchen,  and  he  said  ho  had  looked.  llo 
did  not  look  in  the  kitchen,  where  1  understood  that  he  had 
looked  before.  The  kitchen  door  wis  rtaniimg  open.  I  saw 
•nto  it.  I  saw  screens  ef  linen  hanging  i»ofore  the  fire.  I  had 
no  other  conversation  with  Mr.  Fleming.  I  said  perhaps  th.it 
I  w.iujd  get  th'.'  spade  again.  He  said,  "  Y<  s  you  will  get  it 
at  any  time." 

Did  you  happen  to  notice  the  fhuT  oi  tlie  lobby  or  kitrhen? — 
No. 

Lord  Dk.\s — You  observed  nothing  particular  about  it? — No. 

By  Mr.  GlFFOitn — I  saw  .lessie's  dead  body  on  th<»  Tuesday 
following.       Thiit  wns  when  the  doctors  were  examining  it. 

Cross-examine<l  by  Mr.  Ci..m;k — Mr.  Homing  did  not  try  tho 
washinp-liouse  door.  He  did  not  walk  the  length  of  it'.  I 
was  not  in  the  kitchen  .it  all.  Mr.  Flomin'.'  walked  down  out 
to  the  back  green,  and  I  went  after  liim.       And  from  his  ^nying 
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E.  Brownlie  that  the  door  was  locked  v.c  walked  b.ick  a<jain.  That  was 
between  two  and  three  o'clock.  1  had  no  jiarticular  time  to 
take  my  dinner.  I  ai:i  (luite  sure  it  was  betwc'jn  two  and 
three  o'clock. 

Did  vfiu  .see  the  old  man  Ixfore  t!i  it? — Yes. 

Old  Mr.  Fleming?— Yes. 

Did  you  see  the  old  man  any  time  that  day  bef(>re  you  saw 
him  in  the  altcrnooii? — Yes. 

ixird  Dbas — Y(pii  are  .^pcakinn-  of  tlie  Saturday  pHll? — Yes. 

Mr.  C'lakk — Where  di<l  yon  sec  him? — G< 'ng  do  vn  for  coals. 

At  wiiat  time  ?— At  about  ten  o'clock. 

I..<)rd  Db.\s — At  ten  in  the  morninp? — Y'es. 

Mr.  Clark — Where  did  he  go  for  coals? — To  the  coal  cellar. 
It  adjoin.s  the  wasjiinu'-house  in  the  back  green. 

Did  you  notice  anything  in  -Mr.  Fleming's  manner  when  ho 
was  going  for  the  comI^' — Yes. 

What  was   it? — iL  ed   rcuiul   to   see   if  any   person   was 

looking. 

Th;;t  struck  you  at  the  t.  :ii''/ — Yes. 

l)!d  you  ever  heir  Jessie  sijcakini,'  of  Mr.  Fleming? 

Lord   De.\s — He  means  old  Mr.   Fleming? — Yes. 

Mr.  Ci.AKK— What  did  she  say  about  him? — She  said  that 
!io  remarked  everything  that  was  within  the  house. 

Did  she  say  anytiiing  more? — She  said  he  knew  all  that  we 
did  on  tlie  (ither  side. 

Lord    Deas — He    watclud    all 
other  side? — Yes. 

Yfiu   undrrstood   liy   that  that 
ilid?— Yes. 

Mr.  Clahk — When  he  could  se<j? — Yes. 

All  that  was  done  in  your  hou.sc? — Yes;    al!   that  we   girl 
did  when  we  were  on  the  outside. 

Do   you   mind   of  Jessie  saying   anything  about 
that  is  about  his  eyesight? — Yes;    she  saiil  that   he 
without  spectacles. 

Did  he  ever  use  spectacles? — I  did  not  ask  Jessie;  but  she 
said  I'C  could  see  and  read  tlie  newspapers  without  spt-ctacles. 

By  .Mr.  (JrKKiHo — I  <lo  not  mind  of  tlip  Saturday  before  that 
Saturday,   nor  the   Fi  id.iv    ni.rht  before  thiit. 

Do  you  mind  of  being  rdiout  a  week  Ix'fore  that  in  the  biuk 
preen  when  the  back  door  of  Mr.  Fleming's  house  was  opened? 
— I  d.on't  remember  th.it  :  l)nt  I  rememl)er  being  down  a  fort- 
night liefore  that  Friday  niglit. 

F,ord   Dras   -Wlierr  were  you  then? — At  otir  back   door. 

Mr  (JiKKoun — (\iul<l  you  see  from  where  voii  were  the  back 
door  leading  from  Mr.  Fleming's  ^leen  into  the  lane? — Yei. 

Did  vou  soi.   nnvlxidv  at  the  do.  r? 
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Lord   Deas — Ikr  own   door,    or  the  dc.or  that  leads   out  to  F.  Brownlle 
the  hint? 

SU\  GiFFijHD — ifer  own  door,  that  leads  out  to  the  lane. 

Well,  you  saw  Jessie  at  that  dour? — Yes. 

Did  she  let  anylxidy  in? — Yes. 

Oo  you  know  whu  it  was^— No. 

Wa.-;  it  a  mm  or  a  woman?— A  woman. 

What  liour  was  it? — At  ten  oVlock. 

Did  Jessie  say  anything  to  you? — Yes,  she  said,  "'  That  auld 
deevil  was  jist  new  awa'  tae  his  bed !  " 

Lord  DE.is — What  Jes.s  said  to  a  woman  whom  tlie  witness 
did  not  know  is  no  evidence  against  the  jirisoncr  whatever. 
It  n-ay  be  in  her  favour. 

Mr.  Ci..iKK — Did  yo'.i  nnderstaud  the  "  old  devil  "  to  refer  to 
old  Mr.  Fleming? — Y'es. 

Lortl  Deas — 1  suppose  "e  all   understand  that. 

[The  next  witness  was  then  called,  but  before  he  was  placed 
in  the  witness-bf)X, 

A  Ji"Uu!i  aid  that  the  jury  wi>]ied  to  h.ive  plans  of  Mr. 
Flemi:ig's  house  l.iid  before  them. 

Mr.  GiFFOun — i  shall  have  gre;it  pleasure  in  providing  the 
pluis.j 


")D.  Andhkw  D\hni.ky,  p;ittt  rniii,,ktr,  at  tiie  Falkirk  Iron  A.  Darnley 
Wiirks,  Falkii!;,  and  residing  in  that  town,  exainine<l  by 
Mr.  GiFFORD — I  live  in  Falkirk.  I  knew  Jessie  M  l'ii<rson. 
fc<ho  was  a  servant  in  my  father's  house  some  years 
n"o.  f^ho  kept  up  eoinmunieation  with  my  jn'opje  after 
she  left.  I  last  saw  her  about  two  years  ago,  uhen  she  paid 
u  visit  to  Falkirk.  I  was  in  Glasgow  on  Satvirday,  the  fith 
July  last,  and  ealleil  upon  Jessie  at  Mr.  Flemins's  house  in 
Sandyford  Place.  D  v^ould  l>o  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  or  a  httle  past  it.  1  lang  tiie  bell.  It  was  opened 
bv  an  old  man.  I  suppose  it  would  l)e  Mr.  James  Heming. 
I  saw  him  in  the  witness-roont. 

Tell  us  what  pa.-ised  ? — Well,  wlun  i  rung  the  bill,  an  <  Id 
man  answered  it.  I  asked  if  (his  was  where  Mr.  Heming 
stopped?  He  said  '"  Y'es."  I  tl.eti  nsked  if  there  was<ine  Jessie 
Mi'herson  here?  lie  said  "  No."  I  then  asked  if  there  was  not 
a  servant  named  Jessie  M'l'hers'.n.  He  said  "Yes."  Ho 
appeared  to  be  a  Tttle  deaf.  1  tin  n  asked  was  she  in  the 
house?     He  said   '    No." 

Lrrd  Dbas — In  the  house,  that  is? — Y'es.  I  then  asked  if  he 
knew  where  she  was?  He  said  "  No."  I  then  asked  if  she 
had  been  long  out?  He  said  she  had  been  out  a  good  ^^^ile: 
tlwt  was  what  he  said. 

You  then  went  awny? — I  told  him  that  I  came  from  Falkirk, 
and  that  I  had  come  to  call  upon  her. 
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A.  Darnley       What  more  / — I  Kit  uiy  iiaiuf . 

To  be  toiil  to  her?— Yes. 

Well? — I  tokl  him  that  J  ^'ms  going  home  that  iii;.'ht,  anci  I 
then  went  'iway. 

Mr.  GiFFORD — Did  lie  ask  your  i:amc,  cr  did  you  prive  it 
witlioiit  his  aslving? — I  tohl  him  my  name  without  liis  aslviiig 
me. 

Did  you  go  hack  again? — Ye.s  ;  I  went  back  on  Sabbath 
night  about  seven  o'clock.  I  did  not  go  home  on  tiaturday 
night.  I  changed  my  mind,  and  .stayed  with  a  friend.  On 
going  back  I  rung  the  bell.       Mr.   Fleming  answered  it. 

Tell  us  what  pas.sed? — I  asked  if  Jessie  was  in  to-nitrht.  Ut 
said  no.  I  then  said  to  him,  surely  she  was  often  out  ju^t 
now.       lie  never  answered  me. 

Well,    (lid    he  say   anything  more? — No.        I   told   him   th;t 


iiting   for  me   outside  the   gate,    and  I 


there   w,is    a   friend 
went  away. 

Did  he  say  nothing  about  your  not  going  home  the  previous 
night?— lie  said,  "  You  did  not  go  home  last  night?  '"  I  said, 
no:  that  I  was  going  to  stay  till  Monday. 

Cro.ss-examined  by  Mr.  Clark — Did  he  speak  to  you  about 
your  sister? — Yes;  he  said,  "  It  would  be  your  sister  tliat  wns 
up  here  staying  a  day  or  •  wo  with  lur  t "     I  said  "  Yes." 

Was  that  on  Saturday  or  ?iind;iy  night? — It  was  on  Saturday 
night. 

When  you  told  him  your  name  wa«   Darnley? — Yes. 

\\hen  hud  your  sister  been  there? — 1  cannot  sav  ln.w  long 
it  was  before  that.  She  was  there  a  day  or  tv.o,  but  I  cannot 
exactly  Ray  when. 

Might  it  bo  a  month  or  so  before  that? — Yes.   I  think  so. 

C.  O'Neill  CO.  CiiAULKs  O'Neii.l,  architect,  Abbotsford  rii;ce,  Lauiie- 
ston,  Glasgow,  examined  l)y  Mr.  GiFFonD — I  was  asked  to 
prepare  plans  of  17  Sandyford  Place  on  the  8th  of  July.  The 
dead  body  of  the  woman  was  still  lying  there.  I  made  a  minut'* 
examination  of  tlu'  premises,  and  made  tl:o  six  plans  labelled 
No.   54.     They  are  ((urect. 

Ivook  at  them  in  their  order,  and  till  us  what  thcv  art? — 
No.   1  is  the  plan  of  the  sunk  floor. 

Resides  the  ground  plnn.s,  what  other  plans  have  you  made? 
— I  have  given  some  isometric  views  of  ihe  house,  in  which 
I  have  marked  where  the  articles  of  furniture,  <Vc.,  were  placed. 
I  made  the  inspection  when  these  articles  were  there. 

Lord  Di;as — The  jilans,  as  I  understand,  represent  what  vou 
saw? — .lust  s<i. 

Mr.  Ci.AHK— Mr.  O'Neill,  there  is  n  sort  of  reddish  streak 
on  plan  No.  1,  comnn'ncing  at  the  closet  in  the  kitchen  ami 
passiii!,'  through  the  kit-chcn  door  ah  ii^r  the  passage  into  tho 
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servant's   bedroom;    what  is  that    iutcmleil  to   represent? — In  c.  O'Neill 
the   kitclien    it    sii^ws    that    the    tioor    had   the    ajipearauee    of 
beinjr  \\a.she(l,  ami  in  the  h.bby  it  appeared  that  sometliiiig  wet 
had  bi^en  dragged  aloiig  it  iutu  tlie  bedroom. 

iJrtd  there  been  any  apjieaiance  of  that  having  i)Le:i  waslied 
or  rubljcd   oill — No. 

In  the  bedroom  what  doe.s  it  sliow ! — That  the  ^anie  trarli 
as  that  in  the  passage  went  into  the  bedroom. 

Was  tlie  track  in  the  passage  dry  when  you  saw  it/ — It 
was  tiry  then. 

What  i.s  the  redness  of  the  trail  intended  to  indicate? — That 
it  had  a  reddish  hue  as  if  of  blood. 

What  kind  of  stone  was  the  stone  of  the  !-.itclien  iimr;'— It 
was  a  iuird  bluish  stone. 

Lord   De.vs — Was  it  hard  blue  pavement? — Yes. 

Mr.  C'l.\1(k— Wouh!  it  dry  lapidly! — I  would  think  so. 

What  is  that  mark  in  the  servant's  bedroom  between  the  table 
and  hearthstone? — That  represents  a  portion  of  the  floor  that 
had  been  washed.  All  the  lower  windows  of  the  house  are 
stanchioned,  and  the  stanchions  are  entire.  The  heitrht  of 
tlie  sunk  front  area  from  tlie  giMund  to  the  top  of  tiiu  wail 
is  about  C^  feef. 

How    high    is    the    railing   on    tlie   t' 
.''  feet  9  inches. 

Lord  De.vs — You  said,  Mr.  O'Neill,  that 
the  lower  floor  were  all  stanchioned  ;  is  there 
of  them? — Y'es. 

A  wicket  in  the  stanchions; — Yes. 

Which    v:iid<iw   is   that   wicket   in?— In    the 
pantry. 

Is  it  the  window   of   wh.it    is    marked    on    the   plan    as 
pantry? — Yes. 

That  window  looks  int..  the  fn.nt? — Yes,  into  the  front  area. 

Is  that  wicket  large  enough  for  a  person  to  pet  in  ;in<l  .-ut 
when  open? — t^uitc  larre  enough. 

There  is  no  door  from  the  house  info  the  area,  I  understand! 
— No. 

[Mr.  CiFFORD  8Uggeste<l  tliaf  the  jury  miirht  seo  the  plans. 

liord  Deas  (to  the  Jury)— If  there  is  any  particular  th  nj» 
•ibont  the  plans  y..u  want  to  .see  you  may  look  at  them  ;  but 
••wcording  to  the  experience  I  have  had,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
the  less  you  confuse  yourselves  with  the  plans  the  better. 

At  the  request  of  one  of  the  jurymen,  plan  No.  1  was  handed 
over  to  the  jury.] 
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f.l.    IluoH  MCau'.i.et,  e>:.iniine.!  by  Mr.  Mini:: — I  nni  quarter-  H.  M'Calrley 
master  on  board  the  steamer  "  Phidda,"  which  plies  between 
Glasgow   and     \Vat«rford     and    Cork.        In   July    List   J.ime? 

los 


Mrs.    M'Lachlan. 


H.  M'Calpley  M'Laehlan  was  seeon.i  mate  cii  Imanl  that  Ktfamcr. 
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I  have 


Do  you  know  hini  tn  bo  tliL-  hu>^l)an(l  of  t!i'j  {I'i-ornT? — I 
believe  mi,   so  far  as   I  know. 

When  (lid  the  steiuner  leave  (ilaspow  en  tlie  fivst  veek  if 
July  la-it? — On  Thursiiay,  ;Ui\  .Inly,  at  past  meridian.  It 
sailed  for  V\'aterford,  touchinj;  nt  (jieeiioek,  which  we  reached 
about  three  or  four  o'clock.  AVe  sailed  for  Waterford  about 
eight  o'clock,  and  arrived  at  Waterford  on  Saturday  nioininir, 
as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  about  four  in  the  morniiifj.  Wt 
left  there  that  same  Satunlay  afternoon  for  Cork,  ami 
left  there  ou  the  folln^inpr  Tuesday  and  returned  to  (ila^g-ow, 
which  v,e   reached,   I   think,  ou  the  f<ill(A\iny  'Ihur.sday. 

Was  .hitiies  M'Lachlan  on  lioard  the  steamer  from  the  time 
it  left  Glaspfow  until  it  arrived  at  Cork? — He  uiipht  have  been 
ashore  at  (Jreenock,  hut  he  was  at  his  work  in  the  steamt: 
every  day.      I  saw  him  at  Cork. 

lie  slept  on  board  the  steanier.' — So  far  as  I  know;  he  was 
there  every  morning. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  MLi;.\n — How  long  did  the  steamer 
lie  at  Glasgow  after  the  Thursday  when  it  arrived? — Till  the 
f(d!owiii!;  Saturday,  wlu-!i  wt  sailed  away  on  the  same  route 
as  before.  The  owners  of  the  steamer  have  an  otbce  in  Oswald 
Sti'eet.  (jlasgow.      M'Lachlan  uad  ;?0s.  a  week  as  wages. 

.Mr.  .MiHi: — Did  M'l.achhui  go  with  tiie  steamer  on  thai: 
Saturdav? — No. 


T.  Railton  (',•>.  TiioMvs   l^^^.To^■,    examired    by   Mr.    MriiE — I    am   clerk 

and  cashier  to  Mr.  .Mex.  Balder.'^ton.  an  accountant  in  Glas- 
gow. Mr.  Raldcrston  is  factor  for  the  property  at  1)^2 
Kroomielaw.  lie  began  to  manage  that  property  in  the  month 
of  Marcii  last.  \t  that  ilate  the  prisoner  was  a  tenant  in  the 
property.  She  was  then  in  arrears  of  rent.  She  was  owing 
one  quarter's  rent,  due  !'t  .le  term  of  Martinmas,  1861, 
amounting  to  about  .-tS  Hs.  The  rent  was  paid  nuartcrly. 
Tiiere  was  anothiT  duarter  due  at  t!ie  term  of  Candlemas. 
1862,  of  the  same  amount:  so  that  in  March  last  she  -vas  in 
arre.irs  .i;(i  10s.,  and  a  quarter  in  prospective.  At  tht  term 
of  May  she  was  ilue  ant  ther  luarter.  Jlrs.  M'Lachlan  Hrst 
made  payment  to  me  in  the  month  of  .\pril  of  .£1,  which  left 
due    i'5  ids.   of  the  £6   10s. 

When  did  she  make  the  next  payment  7 — I  would  re<]uire  l-^ 
refer  to  the  cash  Iiook.  (Cash  book  produced  at'd  ref<Trod 
to.)  Tliere  was  a  payment  made  on  the  'J.">th  May  of  £'2 
in  ca.sh,  there  being  a  guinea  of  deduction  for  taxes. 

How  much  was  in  arrear  in  .July? — Well,  I  should  say 
about   £'i. 

Lord  De.vs — Come  nearer  the  time.     IIow  much  waa  she  if. 


^ 


arrears  on 
io6 


Ith  July  last? — 1  don't  know. 


Evid 
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Ill  it  that  siie   was  in   arrr^rs  T.  Railton 
"■)t!i   Jul 


ilv  ?- 


O'.tiCC 


? — nLt'.vccii    eleven    and 


sure  it   was 


Look  at  your  book' — I  sec  fi 
(.11  4thJul\%   U  I'Jh. 

yir.   Murk — And  she  L'ave   vou   sonn'  nii'iuv   on 
Yes.    £4  on  the  5th  July. 

What    hour  was    she   at    your 
twelve  o'clock. 

Cross-examined   hy   Mr.    Ci.akk — Are  you    quit'- 
h^^twixt  eleven  and  twelve? — Yes. 

Are  you  quite  sure  it  was  ))efore  twelve? — 'les. 

You  go  to  the  IJoyal  Bank  on  the  [Saturdays  before  twelve? 
— Yes. 

Did  you  do  so  on  that  :"aturday? — Yes. 

Your  office  is  at  7  West  Nile  Ftrtet? — Yes. 

You  know  Lundie's  pawn  in  Cleat  Clyde  Street? — I  do. 

How  lone  would  it  take  to  walk  t'roni  Creat  Clvde  Street  to 
your  office? — Easily.  I  think,   in  fifteen  minutes.  ' 

Cre.it  Clyde  street  is  ju<t  at  the  Court  here,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

And    where   is    AVe.'^t    Nile    Street? — It  runs    south    from  the 
Cowcaddens,  dov.n  throudi  Mitchell  Street  to  Arpyle  Street. 

Mr.  McKE — Did  you  ask  her  fiow  she  was  so  f.ir  in  arrears? 
— 1  never  asked  her  about  the  ancans  at  all,  it  was  mv  <  k-rk. 


ami 

MURF. 

Mrs. 

rent, 


(■>•'!.   David    C.\ld\vell,    clerk    in    Akxamler    Kalderston 
residing  in  Cadogan  Street,   C.lasrjow.   examined  by  Mr. 
—  '•'he  jiroperty  at  18l'  Brooinielaw  is  under  my  charge. 
MLarhlau  was  a   tenant  tlicre.     She  was   in   arrears    of 
:!  1  had  to  be  freipiently  ur'jed  for  payment. 

Cros-;-9xamine'J  by  M;-.  Clai'.k — Was  .'^he  threatened  in  anv 
wav? — No,  not  threatened. 

Did  you  tell  her  that  she  had  the  whole  of  .vuirust  to  pav? 
—I  referred  to  the  tact  that  there  was  a  prescribed  time, 
'  ithin  which  I  had  to  grant  time  to  pav. 

Lord  Dr:.\.s— ^  that  the  fact,  m-  is  it  ;i  'thin;?  you  told  her?— I 
told  her  i  .. 

Mr.  ('lark — And  what  was  the  date  you  mentioned  to  her? 

—I    >'  =  d    not    mention   the  time    to   her.'    I    did    not    speak  of 

'ugust,  I  did  not  mention  a  date.      I  had  no  intention  to  take 

'ops  against  her.      I  said  to  her  flat   T  <iid  not  wish  to  pu.sh 

.attcrs  to  an  extremity. 


D.  Caldwel! 


Ct.  At.ex.xmikr  Baxter,  joiner,  C.ai>cube  Road,  C'asfmw.  a,  Baxter 
^iUTiined  by  Mr.  Mure — In  consequence  of  a  request  by  the 
i-'i.-oal,  I  went  to  No.  17  Sandyfcn-d  Place,  on  the  lOth  of  July 
la.<!t.  I  cut  out  a  piece  of  the  flooring  of  tlie  liidrooiii  down- 
stairs. There  were  footprints  upon  the  flooring.  (Sliown 
label  No.  7.)  That  is  the  part  of  the  floor  T  cut  out.  Captain 
M'Call  and  the  police  were  present  at  the  time. 
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G.  Macleod  65.  George  Husijand  Baiud  Macleou,  physician  and  suiyeon. 
Wodiisiilf  ('icscfiit,  Glas^gow,  exaiiiiiiod  by  Mr.  Ciffuhi)--! 
visiied  ilic  Ijuu.se  No.  17  Saridytord  Place  on  tlu'  ni>,'lit  of 
Monday,  tlie  7th  of  July.     That  was  my  lirst  visit. 

iJid  ycu   make  an  inspection  of  tlie  prcmi.ses  and  01   a  be  dy 
which  you   founri  tlicro^ 


Did 


you  (^\itne-:s)  go  there  by 


-It  was  after  eleven,  on  th;; 
I   in.spected   the   premise."?  and 


Lord  I)e.\s — Stop  a  minute, 
instruction.s? — I  did. 

Mr.  (JiKFoKn — At  what  uVlocl 
evening   of  Monday,  the    7th. 

looked  at  thf  body  that  night,  and  1  returned  next' day.  When 
I  returned  next  day  Mr.  Flett.ing,  surgeon  of  jiolice,  wa.s  along 
with  me.  i  iun  not  sure  if  he  was  present  the  night  l)efore 
also.  Along  witli  Mr.  Fleming  1  made  a  post-mortem  cxaniiDii- 
tion  of  the  body.  This  was  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the 
Hth  of  July.  (Shown  report  No.  "jC.)  This  is  my  rtport,  in 
which  Dr.  Heming  concurred.     It  is  a  true  report.' 

Mr.  GiFFouD — Tiiere  are  one  or  two  statements  in  it  on  which 
I  wish  you  to  give  me  some  information.  You  say,  "  The 
neek  and  chest  appear  to  have  been  [i;utially  washed  "? — Yes, 
sir. 

Well,  can  you  exjilain  more  minutely  wliat  that  means? — 
Yes.  Tiie  neck  and  chest  had  been  aojiarently  cltaned  to  .i 
certain  extent;  still  there  was  the  appearance  of  blood  round 
tlio  circumference  of  tlie  washeii  jiart.  and  it  hod  not  been 
entirely  cleared  of  its  bloody  ajipearanee.  I  cannot  very  well 
e.-tplain  it  in  any  ot]:er  way  than  that. 

Wiiat  I  want  to  know  is,  \vhetlier  did  water  apjiear  to  be 
used,  or  did  it  appear  as  if  it  had  been  with  a  cloth? — My 
imjiression  was  that  water  had  been  used. 

I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  this  st;itcmcnt  in  t!io 
report — "  On  further  examination  it  became  apparent  that  the 
body  had  been  dragged  frt.m  the  kitchen  ('vhich  lies  to  the 
back  of  the  house),  and  where  evidence  of  a  severe  struggle 
was  obtained." 

Lord  Di:AS  (to  Mr.  Gifford) — .\re  you  adding  the  witners  to 
explain  thiit? 

.Mr.  (IiKFORD — Before  I  do  so,  I  wi.-h  to  ask  whether  this 
statement  in  the  report  means  that  the  struggle  took  place  in 
the  kitchen /—Yes ;  in  or  about  tiie  kitchen. 

And  in  what  consists  the  evidence? — The  evidence  was  that 
the  kitchen  floor  had  been  partially  washed.  Upon  the  washed 
jKUtion  of  the  floor  there  were  con  idcrable  statins,  ^\liifh  I 
carefully  examined  by  going  down  in  my  knees  and  getting  the 
light  to  fall  on  the  stains.  It  was  quite  apparent  to  me  that 
those  stains  were  the  marks  ri  blood.  They  were  greasy,  and 
had  the  reildish  look  of  imperfectly  effaced  blood.  Around 
the  circumference  of  the  part  of  the  floor  v.hich  had  been  washed 
io3 
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there  were  impressions  „n  t!.e  floor,  whirl,  I  uas  then  con- r  m  ,  ^ 
nnced,  and  a,n  now  convuK..,].  had  been  footmarks-^ onfu  d  '^  "'^'^'^'^ 
footniarks.      If   I   nnght  be   allowed   to  exj.Iain   exactly  uh.t  I 

un.  of  the  heels  on  the  lioor,  and  th.  ball  of  a  foot  had  also 
lett  it.s  marks  on  the  atones.  Tin,,,  were  upon  the  jawbov 
upon  he  .n.ide  of  the  door,  upon  ,he  door-post,  on  !l  e  'u.: 
or  mat,  upon  an  angle  of  the  wall  in.nudi.telv  outside  of  the 
kitchen  door,  upon  the  npper  part  of  the  dooV  of  the  i.antry 
J.ress  close  to  ,l,e  kUchen,  in  the  pas.saj^e  between  the  kitchen 
and  the  room,  and  also  on  the  corner  oi  the  wall  at  the  foot 
of  the  stair,  m.uks  of  blood.  There  was  also  blood  o„  tlK  lowe 
i^tep  ot  the  stair. 

tI,e^otti''t'~?"  *'','  l"-«'^*.^^'^r?-There  were  some  tuarks  on 
the  other  steps  too,  but  particularly  on  the  lowest.       This    in 

L    n       '^'T'''^'^'  ^^''"f"-  I  ''^'lieve,  had  been  inflicted 

Lord   DEA'-'-Stop  a    moment.     You    sav  in    the    repo,t  that 
cvdenco  of  a  severe  struggle  was  obtain^.,!   m   the   kitchen    ' 
H  therefore  ncces.sary  that  you  confine  yourself  only  to   what 
you  did  see  in  the  kitchen.  y    '■^   '  ".« 

Mr.  GiFFOHD— It  was  upon  these  grounds  vou  thou-Iit  that 
.a  strupcrle  ha.l  taken  place  in  the  kitchen?  You  are  stUl  cf  the 
I  pinion  expressed  in  your  report  ?—l)i.stinctlv. 

Lord  De.\.s— In  that  portion  of  your  report  ?— Yes 

Mr.  (iiFKOnD— You  said  something  before  in  vour  evidence 
about  this;  you  said,  "This  was  confirmed  by  the  nature  of 
...e  woun.U  on  the  wrists  "  ?_Thcre  were  wounds  nr.on  the 
^tnds  and  wr-sts  of  the  deceased  which  I  thou.dit  codd  onlv 
be  accounted  for  by  the  deceased  having  endeavoured  to  pro- 
tei  t  f.,  r<eif  in  a  .struirffle  with  another  peV'-nn. 

That  tended  to  confirm  vour  opinion? Yes 

on^hoVT'"*  ''^ZM''^^''  '^'^'''''^  woumls'which  yon  found 
on  the  body:  are  all  the  mortal  wounds  .pecifted  in  the  report? 
~.\ll.      ilie  report  also  specifies  the  material  iniuries 

1.  vrlT'l  "^fl?'  ^^•"'if";''^n  '^t  the  small  of  the  back,  at  the 

■    er  part  of  the  .sp.no?-!  examined  the  surface  of  the  body 

yth  great  care  before  opening  it,      I  had  al-o  an  opportunity 

^..ch  marlT"  ^^^'^m.nation    next    day,    and   there   was    no 

Did  you  take  notes  as  y„u  w.  nt  along,  and  did  vou  examine 
r.  rtu-nlarly  ail  that  --ou  observed  at  the-  time?-I  noted  e"e^. 
tlimn-  upon  a  piece  of  paper.  •^ 

Did  you  (.bserve  in  the  bedroom  of  the  ('ecea^cd  foi.fnr.nt- 
on  th^  floor?-!  did.  but  not  at  the  time  ^'-'^Pnnt, 

9ti?'bn/7^  "','','''  '^  Y^''  "f"""  *^'^  ''•■^■^  following,  that  is.  the, 
«.„.%K  T'        "°'  ,^'°  f'""*''''  "^  ^''«  '^^y  «»   "J'ich   !  first 


saw  the  marks  upon  tho  tioor 
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G.  Maeleod  Your  nport  was  datiil  on  the  8th? — Yes.  I  think  it  was 
the  next  day  that  I  saw  tho  footprints. 

Di<l  you  advise  that  tho  I'ootjirints  should  lie  cut  dut  7 — I  (lid. 
(Sliovsn  a  piece  oi  liooring,  hcbi  IIlu  .'.'h.  7.)  'i'iiat.  is  the  piece 
of  tlooririg.  I  carefully  compiared  those  footjirints  with  the 
foot  of  tho  decease<i. 

Taiviiii,'  into  account  tho  coiitfnir  aiid  size  f>f  tho  feet  and 
everytiiinf:/ — Size  and  e>.  erythinj,'.  and  I  found  tiiat  tlio  foot 
of  the  deceased  did  not  correspond  to  tli.;  footprints  on  the  floor. 

In  what  rcsjject  ? — In  all  respects.  'Iho  feet  of  the  deceased 
Were   longer,   bi-oader — larger   in  every   way. 

Lord  De.\s — Each  foot? — Each  foot,  my  lord. 

Jlr.  (iiFi-'oun — 'the  footjirints  were  ali  vi  a  left  foot.  There 
Were  three  in  ;11,  1)  it  oniy  two  were  cut  (ait.  The  third  was 
not  well  markicl.  I  examined  tho  feet  of  old  James  Flemin«r, 
and  compared  liis  feet  with  the  footprints.  They  were  bo 
perfectly  different  that  1  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  compare 
thcni  minutely. 

Is  there  any  peculiarity  about  old  James  Fleming's  feet? — 
Yes ;  his  is  a  liat  foot. 

Lord  De.^.s — In  contradistinction  to  what? — To  a  high  solo. 

Mr.  GiFFoai) — Were  you  (piite  satisfied  tha  lis  foot  could 
not  have  made  these  footprints  / — Yes. 

Lord  Deas — Vou  are  so  still? — Yes. 

^fr.  (iiFFOHi) — Can  you  say  by  what  kind  of  a  fool  these  foot- 
pi.' L^is  musi  ii.ive  been  in.ide .' — My  ■ii(<-;iiin  when  I  .saw 
them,  and  before  any  suspicion  was  aitached  to  any  pergo,'", 
was  that  the  footprints  were  made  by  a  female  foot. 

Is  that  your  impression  still? — Cer'ainly. 

Lord  De.vs — Is  It  an  o])iiiioii  or  an  impression: — it  is  my 
opinion  now. 

You  have  t.xamiii'd   the   foo'jiriiits  .sineo? — Yes. 

Your  ojiinioii  is  the  same  iiow  as  vour  impression  was  then? 
—Yes. 

Mr.  GiFFonn — Have  you  formed  an  opinion  as  to  the  general 
apj)earance  of  the  female  foot? — It  was  a  well-formed  femalo 
foot,  with    '    high  inste[). 

Have  you  exatnined  tho  prisoner's  feet? — I  have. 

Lord   i)i:.\s — (.'arefiilly ? — f'arefully. 

Mr.  (liFFOui) — ^Have  you  conii)ared  the  jirisoncr's  feet  with 
the  footprints  on  the  flooring 

Mr.  Ci.AiiK — Stof)  a  little.  Plea.se  hav:  the  v.  itntss 
withdrawn. 

[The  witness  was  then   v>ithdrawn.] 

Mr.  CYapk — I  want  to  know,  before  this  oTnminntinn  pro- 
ceeds further,  what  it  is  intended  to  prove  by  the  (piesticn 
xvhich  has  just  been  ptit :  what  does  Mr.  GifTord  mean  by  it? 

Mr.    (ItFioiin — Tlie   (juestion    was   [lut   to    see   if   the   witness 
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had,  Irom  the  oxammatidn,  lorrued  any  oj.inior.  us  to  wliether  G.  Maeleod 
the  i.),,ti,rints  could  have  been  made  by  the  feet  of  tlie  prisoner. 

Mr.  C'lahk — If  that  is  all  I  have  no  objection  to  it. 

[Tho  witness  was  then  brought  back.  | 

L<.rd  I)EAs~rho  question,  Dr.  Jracle<,d,  is,  have  you  com- 
pared the  pri,-oner\s  feet  with  ^he  footprints  on  tlie  tloor  of 
tliii  house  I — \e.s. 

And  are  the  footjiriiit.s  on  tho  tioor  b.ich  .is  miLdit  b.  m-ulo 
by  tue  feet  (jf  the  j.ri.soner? — They  are. 

Do  you  mean  by  tho  prisoner's  left  foot?— The  t^ri^oner's 
K'ft  toot,  my  lord. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Ci..\hk— iiiere  were  some  marks  in 
!he_  passage  on  the  floor,  from  tl'.e  kitchen  to  the  bedroom? 
— \es,   there  weie. 

Did  theso  marks  apjuar  to  b-  in  the  state  in  which  they 
vere  after  being  made/— My  impression  was  tliat  ili.-v  had 
been  nibbed  o\n\ 

What  did  you  think  tlie  marks  had  been  in  tho  lobbv?— 
'Ihere  was  a  fail  from  the  kitchen  info  the  bedroom  ^^here  the 
body  was  found,  which  I  think  had  been  caused  bv  the  body 
I'eing  dragged  from  tho  one  roum  to  the  other.  Twas  under 
tlie  impression  that  tho  trail  had  been  rubbed  over;  probably 
Hot  washed,  but  rubbed  over.  " 

Lord  De-Us— Did  the  trail  apj.ear  to  have  been  rubbed  over 
on  tho  lobby?— Aj.parently. 

Mr.  (Y.\KK — Can  y(,u  sav  whether  it  was  with  water  or 
wi!  ...ut   It? — I  cannot  say. 

It  iiad  been  washed  in  the  kitchen? — It  had. 
I  forfpt.  d 
<!io  house? 


-.^  the  houi-  ;i,  «hicli  yon  readied 

Lord  Deas— Wo  have  that  already.     It  was  eleven  oclock. 

Mr.  Clark— Dr.  Fleming  had  been  there  before  you?— Yes 

Did  you  examine  the  prisoner's  Land? — I  did. 

Did  you  observe  whether  or  no  there  were  any  marks  upon 
It; — \es,  thero  were  some  mark" 

When  was  it  that  you  e.xamined  her  hand  ,'— It  was  on  tho 
Mth  July,  or  about  that  date. 

Lord  Dea.s— Were  there  anv  marks?— Yes;  there  were  some 
marks  uiroa  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  the  left,  which  sho  said 
had  been  caused • 

Do  you  object  to  that,  Mr.  Clark? 

Mr.  Clark— No,  my  lord,  I  have  no  objecti(m. 

Mr.  Q.ARK  (to  Witne.ss)-  i  want  to  kno.v  what  is  your  opinion 
as  to  what  caused  tho  .:  s?-Some  of  the  marks  were  evi- 
dently caused  by  a  bite  ,„   ..ites,  and  one  of  them  was  a  cut 

1  am  sjieaking  „{  tho.se  caused  bv  bit«s ;  what  kind  of  a  bite 
III  your  opinion,  had  caused  tlum?— Mv  impression  was  that 
tlio  ex[,lanation   Kho  pave  to  mo,   that  "thev   had   been   caused 


bv  tl,,.  1, 
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'   was  correct. 
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Macleod  Coulu  it  have  been  caused  by  the  bite  of  a  Imman  mouth?— 
It  was  not  at  all  similar  to  the  bite  of  a  human  mouth. 
Did  vou  fxamino  the  teeth  of  the  deceased? — I  did. 
Did  "they,  in  your  opinion,  correspond  with  >iio  marks  on 
the  prisoner's  hand— the  bites?— The  dist;ince  between  tho 
incisions  on  tho  hand  were  too  narrow  and  the  "icisions  too 
Kniall  for  those  of  human  teeth. 

Mr.  (;iFFoan — Was  the  floor  of  the  kitchen,  when  you 
esamiiR  1  it,  damp  or  dry?— It  was  dry. 

Lord  Deas — When  did  you  first  examine  it?— On  Tuesday 
morninj;. 

Mr.  (iiFFORi) — Did  you  observe  it  at  all  on  Monday  niprhtT— 
I  did  not  p  IV  any  attention  to  it  particularly  on  Monday  niprht. 
Did    you 'observe    tho   passage    tho    first    night?— No,    not 
partieularlv. 

Was  it  dry  when  you  exammed  it  on  Tuesday  mornmg? — It 
was  drv  and  glazed,"  as  if  it  had  been  washed. 

Lord"  Dea.-» — Are  yo»i  not  making  some  mistake.  You  paid 
before  that  the  i)assago  was  rubbed  over,  and  not  probably 
washed?— Yes;  I  then  referred  to  the  kitchen.  Th-'  lobby  was 
rubbed  over.  I  think. 

Lord  Ue.\>* — A  e  these  fontprint.s  you  speak  of  upon  that 
board  footprints  of  a  naked  foot? — Y'es. 

Tln'ro  is  no  d<Hd)t  about  that,  I  stipposet — I  think  not. 
Besides,    vou   are   perfectly   satisfied   that   old    M/.    Fleming 
would  not  have  made,  any  of  the  marks? — His  foot  is  longer 
and  broader. 

Much  larger? — A  pood  deal.  It  is  longer  and  larger  m 
every  way,  and  very  decidedly  flatter  than  the  prisoner's. 

You  said  that  tliiey  were  made  by  tho  i)risoner's  left  foot, 
and  that  tho  footprints  and  the  foot  corresponded  in  all  n  spects, 
as  far  as  vuu  saw? — With  great  accuracy. 

You  said  the  deceased's  foot  was  larger  than  tiie  marks?- 
Yes,  and  I  might  add  that  there  was  a  decided  bunion  on  the 
loft  font.  c)f  the  ileceased.  which  would  have  left  a  mark. 
Was  there  no  corresponding  mark  on  tho  floor? — No. 
Wa.-*    thero    any    corresponding    mark     on    either    of    tho 
impressions  ? — No. 

On  neither  of  tho  three? — No. 

Look  at  the  impressi(>n  on  tho  board.  I  have  to  ask  whether 
tho  fact  of  tho  im[iressi.>n  being  smaller  than  the  dweasM's 
foot  ma"  bo  accounted  for  by  the  impressior.  being  imperfect?  -- 
I  think  not,  l»ecau8o  tho  person  by  whom  these  impressions  hav'^ 
been  mado  has  been  Iraninjr  upon  tho  foot  and  standing.  In 
taking  tlio  measure  of  the  foot  of  deceaseil.  it  could  only  be 
done  bv  pressimr  paper  aeainst  the  foot,  without  there  b(Mng 
the  weijriit  of  tho  body  upon  it.  and  if  tho  font  was  so  much 
larger  without  the  pressure  of  the  body,  if  pressed  this  way  on 
iia 
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wood   I  would   argue  a  fortiori   that   it  would   have   been    still  c.  Macleod 
greater. 

Is  tliere  no  dele^^t  in  that  impression  as  to  the  size  of  the  foot 
from  the  whole  of  the  impression  not  being  left?— This  footprint 
was  cut  out  of  part  of  the  floor  so  close  to  the  window  that  the 
person  who  left  the  impression  must  have  beei  siandinfr.  It 
if  not  the  impression  of  a  person  walking,  which  is  a'^more 
imperfect  impre-ision  than  that  made  when  standing. 

You  don't  understand  my  meaning.  Mav  the  foot  that 
mule  the  impression  not  have  beer-  longer  than  the  impression 
now  left? — Not  very  much. 

Why? — Because  it  was  clear  wh-n  I  examined  it  first. 

Was  it  perf(ct  at  the  toes  and  heels? — It  was  very  perfect, 
C'l.sidering  all  thincrs. 

Which  of  the   injuries  mentioned  in  your  report   would  be 

necessarily  fatnU— That  under  the  richt  ear.     The  concussion 

prnduced   upon   the   brain   by   tha   number   of  blows    upon   the 

'iull  would  i.lso  mo.st  probably  have  Ihcn  fatal.     These  were 

'!ir  particular  injuries  as  bearing  upon  life. 

Were  there  no  wounds,  the  bleeding  from  which  might  have 
produced  death?— It  might  have  been — not  necessarily. 

I'rol)ably?— A  great  number  of  vessels  must  have  been  opened 
in  these  wounds. 

Would  bleeding  from  these  wounds  have  produced  death? 

Certainly. 

Not  necessarily,  if  stopped  in  time?— The  large  vessels  under 
the  riuht  ear  were  destroyed.  It  would  iiardly  have  been 
p"«ible  to  have  stepped  the  bleeding  from  these'  ves.sels. 

What  was  the  nature  of  the  injuiv  below  the  right  ear? 

I  lie  soft  parts  were  completelv  redii.'ed  to  a  jellv.  completely 
■-rroyed  by  repeated  blows  at  that  part.  Thebloo.!  vesseU 
K.  wise  were  destroyed,  tlio  jaw  bone  broken,  and  part  of  the 
amII  itself  was  destroyed. 

(Shown  cleaver  Xo.  4.)    Might  tlie  injuries  under  the  right  ear 
live  been  produced  by  that  instrument?  -All  tl,.-  injuries  mi-dit 
have  been  produced  by  that  instalment,  including  the  injuries 
under  the  right  ear. 
Mr.  Ci,.\iiK— By  such  an   instrument?— Yes. 
Lord  PsAs— Was  there  any  cause  of  death  discernible  at  the 
|".st-ni'>-tem,  except  the  external   injuries?— None. 

Mr.    CL.\iiK— Was    it    possible   that   death   might    have  been 

■  'Used  by  an  instrument  other  than  an  e<Iged  instrununt;  the 

ith  or  the  woumis?- The  death.     The  injuries  were  certainly 

lioduced  by    a    heavy  e<lged    instrument,    such  as   that   which 

li.'is  been  shown  me. 

Miglit  the  injuries,  or  any  one  of  them,  have  been  caused  by 

'Other  instrument  than  an  edged  instrument?— rertainlv  ;  none 

the    vital    wounds    could    have    been    cause<l    bv    a    blunt 

'listrument. 
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F.  Penny  fifi.  FiiEPERicK  Pennv.  cxamineil  hv  Mr.  Mire— I  ;un  Professor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  Andensoiiian  I'liiversity.  On  the  1st  of 
Auprist  I  received  from  Hernanl  M  Luu^hlin  certain  articles. 
There  was  no  one  with  MLaughlin.  I  received  the  articles 
attached  to  the  label  No.  '24  (a'  flannel  petticoat),  the  articles 
attaclied  to  label  No.  1  'a  shift,  a  senimct,  and  a  woollen  polka). 
the  articles  attached  to  label  No.  •_'!  (six  pieces  of  wincey),  and 
those  attached  to  label  No.  22  (twenty  pieces  of  coburp  cloth): 
also  thirteen  pieces  of  wnollen  cloth,  labelled  No.  20;  a  cleaver, 
labelled  No.  4;  and  part  of  a  crinoline,  labelled  No.  25. 

You  made  an  examination  of  all  these  articles,  and  drew 
out  the  report  labelle<l  No.  .")7 ! — Yes. 

Will  you  read  that  report  1 

[Reads  report  No.  TjI.] 

Andersonian  I'niversity, 
Glaspow,   11th  August,   1862. 

On  the  1st  instant  Bernard  MLaughlin  delivered  to  me,  at 
the  Andersonian  Tniversity,  the  following  articles  of  female 
wearing  apparel,  having  labels  duly  attached; — 1,  a  flannel 
petticoat ;  2,  a  chemise,  a  worsted  fiolka,  and  a  flannel  semmet ; 
3,  a  wincey  petticoat:  4,  a  merino  gown:  T),  a  flannel  petticoat. 
On  the  same  occasion  he  delivered  to  me  a  small  cleaver,  having 
a  wooden  handle,  and  on  the  following  day  he  left  with  me  a 
bundle  of  crinoline  wires.  In  accordance  with  the  request  of 
William  Hart,  Esq.,  Procurator-fiscal  for  the  Lower  Ward  of 
Lanarkshire,  I  have  carefully  analysed  and  microscopically 
examined  the  stains  and  clots  on  all  these  articles,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  said  stains  were  cau>ed  by 
blooil,  and  whether  the  blood  could  be  iilentitied  as  human  bl.iod. 

Articles  of  Clothing. — On  all  the  articles  of  wearing  apparel 
dark  red  stains,  resembling  in  appearance  and  in  other  physi'-  d 
characters  those  produced  by  blood,  were  easily  distinguished. 
The  chemise,  the  semmet.  the  flannel  petticoat,  and  also  the 
wincey  petticoat,  were  very  extensively  staine<l,  while  on  the 
merino  gown  only  one  large  stain  and  a  few  small  stains  .and 
a  distinct  clot  could  be  recognised:  and  on  the  worsted  polka 
only  three  small  clotted  stains  were  detected.  The  merino  dress 
was  in  several  pieces,  and  much  torn.  It  presentc<l  the  appear- 
ance at  certain  parts  of  having  been  w.ishcd  with  sn<la  or  snnie 
other  chemical  agent,  as  tlie  fibre  was  extremely  tender  and 
rotten,  and  the  colour  sensibly  changed.  The  lining  of  tiiiii 
dress  was  also  in  a  rotten  state  at  certain  parts,  and  its  colour 
there  almost  entirely  discharged.  In  subjecting  the  stains  on 
the  several  articles  to  chemical  examination,  the  same  mode 
of  proeee<ling  was  adopted  in  each  case,  and  precisely  similar 
re8<ilts  were  uniformly  obtained.  A  jxtrtion  of  the  stained  iibre. 
ai  fabric,  was  digested  for  some  time  in  cold  distilled  water      .\ 
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red  liquid,  ha\...^'  the  iqijiL-arance  of  a  solution  oi  the  red  F.  Penny 
colouniis  matter  of  blood,  was  soon  produceil  When  this  red 
liquid  was  cautiously  heated  the  colour  was  destroyed,  and 
an  abundant  flocculent  coapulum  separated.  Tliis  IviaL'ulum 
lyas  nearly  soluble  in  caustic  potash.  The  luur  ni  th.-  rtn] 
liquid  was  not  appreciably  .h.inpud  by  the  addition  of  dilute 
a!ii  lonia,  and  it  was  not  affected  by  a"  .solution  of  ferrocyanide 
of  potassium.  On  evaporating  a  portion  of  the  red  liipiid  to 
dryness,  and  (-arefuUy  incinerating:  the  drv  resi.lue,  the  inciiliar 
odour  of  burnt  blood  was  distinctly  perceptible  All  those 
effects  are  liipldy  characteristic  of"  blood,  and  they  afford 
une.juivocal  evidence  of  the  presence  of  the  colouring  matter 
<.f  that  animal  lluid  in  the  re<l  stains  on  the  several  articles 
of  clothing  before  enumeratwl.  In  the  clotted  stains  from  the 
same  articles  distinct  traces  of  fibrine,  another  con..tituent  of 
blood,  were  detected.  With  the  view  of  examining  th,.  stains 
microscopically,  a  small  portion  of  the  dott.Ml  tibre  of  each 
article  wa.s  treated  in  the  usual  manner  with  glycerine,  and 
then  placed  under  the  microsco,.e.  In  every  case  the  circular 
an.l  disc-like  corpuscles  of  mammalian  bloo.l  were  distinctly 
seen  leaving  no  doubt  that  the  stains  referred  to  were  (aused 
by  bh.od  It  was  found,  however,  impossible  to  identify  the 
blood  as  human  blood,  the  stains  and  clots  being  dry  and  'hard 
Ihe  size  and  shape  of  the  corpuscles  corresponded  with  those 
ot  human  blood,  and  were  quite  consistent  with  such  blood 

the  trinohne  Wire.i.---he  cotton  covering  on  the  crinoline 
wires  was  deeply  staineo  at  several  places  with  a  <la.k  red- 
c  ottwl  matter  analogous  to  dry  blood.  Several  portions  of  the 
slamcl  covering  were  removed  from  the  steel  «ire  and 
examined,  both  chemically  and  microscopically,  in  the  manner 
before  described.  The  results  were  conclusive  in  slu.win.r  that 
the  said  stains  consisted  exclusively  of  blood,  but  the  kind  of 
I.ood  could  not  be  det,  rmin.Hl  The  p.v.rnee  of  lihru.e  v.as 
also  detected. 

Charer.—Tht'  blade  of  the  cleaver  was  extensively  rusted 
on  both  sules,  but  no  stains  of  blood  were  detected  on  its 
surface.      On   the    handle,    however,    .iistinct   .lark    red    stains. 

Mm.  ar  to  those  of  bl ,  were  Nisible  round  the  lower  e,ige  of 

the  ferrule,  an.  very  marked  r.xl  cl.,ts  were  recognised  between 
the  top  of  the  ferrul..  an.l  the  bla-le.  Portn.ns  of  these  stnint 
..iMt  clots  were  cut  away  and  carefuly  examined,  accnling  t« 
he  methods  before  de.scrib..!.  The  results  were  highly  satis- 
r^jct-iry  leaving  no  .h.ubt  that  the  said  .stains  were  cause,]  by 
"lood  but  the  .Iri.Mi  c.m.liti.m  oi  the  stains  nn.lered  it  imnos- 
siblo  to  d.nermnH.  «,.h  ,-rt  nntv  uh.th.r  th-v  were  producod 
by  liumun  blood.  •^ 

Conf/w*ion«.— Having    deliberately    consider..]    tl„.    varioui 
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F.  Penny  experiments  and  re>ults  comprised  in  this  investigation,  1  am 

clearly  ol'  o[jinion  that  tliey  warrant  the  follDwing  conchisioris :  — 

1.  That    the    stains    and    clots    on    the    sever  il    articles    of 
wearing  apjiarel  subjected  to  examination  were  caused  by  blood. 

2.  That  the  stains  on  the  crinoline  wires  consisted  of  dried 
blood. 

3.  That   till'  stains  and   clots   on   the   handle  of   the  cK'avei 
were  causiMl  by  binod. 

i.  That  in  no  case  was  it  possible  to  identify  the  blood  as 
human   blood. 

All  this  I  certify  on  soul  and  conscience. 

Fhederick   Pkvnt, 
Profesior  of  Chemistry. 

On   tho   ]7th   instant  I  <leli\ercd  to   Bernaid    M  Lauijlilin   fdl 
the  articles  enumerated  in  the  above  report. 

FuElitlUCK     PK-NXT 

llth  .\ui'ust.   1862. 


Ml.  ^funK — The  artirlcs  slmuji  you  are  those  referred  to  in 
that  rtpoit  1 — ^Yes. 

And  they  be.ir  your  sipnature? — Yes. 

Lord  Peas — '1  here  is  an  expression  in  th.-t  report  which  I 
under.stand  quite,  but  which  it  would  be  as  well,  doctor,  to 
explain  to  tlie  jury.  The  report  bears  that  the  blood  upon 
these  articles  is  mammalian  blood.  Tell  tin-  jury  what  that 
means. 

Dr.  Pe\xt — By  manmialian  blood  we  understand  the  blood 
of  those  anim.ils  which  suckle  their  younp.  It  is  known  by 
the  roundness  of  its  corpuscles,  just  as  the  blood  of  birds,  fishes, 
and  reptiles  is  known  by  its  cdrpuscles  beinp  oval,  anil  luuiiig 
a  nucleus  in  tlio  centre.  Hy  this  difference  we  are  enabled  to 
distinpuish  the  1)1. mhI  (,f  certain  creatures  from  tlh>  blood  of 
others. 

Lord  I'B.ss^IIumnn  blood  is  included  ond-r  the  tiim 
mammalian   blood? — It  is. 


B.  M'LauKhlin  c;  HKUNvun  ML  Udiii.iN,  cxamineil  by  .Mr.  MniE — On  the  \^t 
ni  Aupu^t  he  handed  over  to  Professor  Penny  all  the  different 
articles  which  the  j)receflinp  witness  said  he  had  received  from 
the  pres.iit  witness,  viz.,  the  articles  labelled  \os.  24,  21,  22, 
and  1  1  he  crinoline  was  Iianded  to  Professor  Penny  on  the 
2nd  Aupu>t.  The  other  articles  were  handed  fn  him' the  day 
before. 
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Mr.  Clark  immediatclv  n^e  an.l  ^  lid     I   wi  I,  t  ,   .    i-  , 

111-.  .    .  ','''-     >in'i    >,iiii  -    1     wi^Ii    til       sK    VOUl    Mr    Clnrk 

ordsh.ps  opnuon  u,,on  the  aduu.sib.lky  .„'  the  derlaratfuns. 
hich  I  argue  are  madm.ssihle.  I  -.,11  u.und  mv  objection  to 
he  adinissdnhty  of  these  dechn-ations  on  the  decis  on  gnen 
fV'^^  ^^?;,^  •fust.ce-Clerk  in  the  case  of  Arjnes  AVV/y.  28th  April. 
1.  IJ.  Ihe  circumstances  in  which  the  declarations  of  the 
present  case  have  been  taken  are  these-In  the  first  place  a 
peffon  18  made  and  directed  against  the  prisoner  L.l  her 
hu  band,  charging  them  both  with  the  commisiion  of  the  present 
offeme.  and  the  ,  harge  is  made  against  the  husband  at  a  time 
«hen  as  the  Procurator-Hscal  told  you,  he  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  the  prisoner  s  husband  had  been  ab>ent  from  l.'nilay, 
the  4  h  July  till  bite  the  following  week.  The  declaration  waB 
a  so  taken  beiore  the  magistrate,  who  can  tell  vou  whether, 
.hen     he  declaration  was  t.,ken,  ho  was  aware  o'f  the  fact  to 

on,  TV\     :     ""*  '"''''"'  '*  '^  *'"'*  *•'«  I'rocurator-Hscal, 
^^ho  made  that  charge  against  the  husban.l  and  wife  jointly 
states  that    he   had    no   reason    to    <loubt    that    the    pr Loner's 
husband  had  been  out  of  Glas.^ow,  an.l  that  he  could  not  have 
committed  the  offence.     And  the  magistrate  cannot  tell  wl  et   er! 

h.n    he  husban.l  ^^as  examuad.  he  was  aware  of  the  fact  «; 

ot.     Ihe  pri.Mu.er  s  husband  is  then  examined,  and  the  examina- 
tion   according  to  the  statement  of  the  Sheriff,  lasted  for  about 
an  hour.     Ihen  follows  the  examination  of  the  prisoner  hJrself 
which  occupies  a  period  of  fn.m  three  t„  four  hours,   and  \on- 
sKs  s    a.s  Mr.   Mrathern  told  you,  in  a  series  of  .juestions  being 

ut  by  the  I'ri , curator-fiscal  to  the  prisoner,  which  f,ue.stion? 
the  j.risoner  answered,  and  which  answers  wer..  ,,u.  down  in 
•jnting      Ihe  result   is,   that   after  these  ...lestioni  are  pu      o 

l.v  the  Procurator  t,s,al  for  a  permd  of  at  least  four  and  a  half 
.".i.rs    a  declaration   is  taken  fmrn  lur  extending  to  the  great 

1  "'4,.  ,?"'!•:;<!:"■  X''""-""-  '^•'''*  ^'^^I'^ration  is  taken  upon 
I'-  i  1th  July,  !,%•'.  One  would  have  tlioupht  that  wouki  iilve 
>.'en  sufficient  to  serve  the  purjiose  of  what  is  kno«n  in  our 
l^'«  as  a  declaration.  But  upon  the  16ih  of  .lulv  she  is  ajjain 
examined  and,  after  the  prece.ling  declaration  'has  been  read 
mir  to  her,  an.  she  has  given  some  slight  explanations  in 
r.lerence  to  ,t  she  is  again  examined  for  a  long  period,  and 
the  result  IS  ,h,t  a  declaration  extending  to  twelve  wntt.n 
p..u:es  .8  taken  lion.  iier.     And  she  is  examine,!  about  certain 

put  before  her  after  the  examination  iiui  ,„m..,ence.l  and 
o  H  uded  in  reference  to  that  matter.  And  then  after  that 
<l<<  I. ration  has  bt>en  emitted  another  declaration  is  taken  from 


1  A.jnet  Kflly,  Ayr,  A, nil  2d.  liruun,  v.,1.   i.  p,  543.     K.I. 
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Mr.  Clark  her    upui,    the   I'lst    July,    18G'J,    being   the    third   declaration, 
which,  however,  is  shorter  than  the  two  prccedinsr  ones,  for  it 
extends  to  onlv  two  and  a  half  written  pages.      Hut  there  vou 
have  that  seri'cs  of  declarations  (three  in  number),   extending 
to  the  enormous  length  to  which  I  have  referred.     B'.it  .-he  was 
not   allowed  to  make  iier  simple  statement;  fur  she  \\aK  cuto 
chised   like    a    witness    by   the   Procurator-fiscal,    after    he  had 
found  the  means  for  the  c'ateehising  by  making  a  charge  against 
the    i)iisoner"b    hu>band,    and    fir.-t   examined    him    at    a    time 
when  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  he  (the  prisoner's  husband) 
could  not  have  been  a  party  to  the  crime.     I  refer  to  the  case 
uf  A'/nes  K'lly  for  the  purpose  of  showing  your  lordship  that 
the  declarations  which  were  taken   are  not  declarations  whi' h 
the  law  of  Scotland  recognises  as  evidence  which  can  be  used 
fairlv,  properly,   or  justly  against  the  priM)ner,   and  that  the 
declarations   which    tin    prisoner    emitted   after    a   catechising, 
extending  for  such  a  length  of  time,   and  conducted  in  such  a 
m^  nner,    were,    I    have    no    doubt,   supplied    by  the    previous 
exrmiination  which  had  been  made  of  her  husband,  who  couM 
not    h.ive    bren    preeoL'no-ced    as    a    witness,    nor    examined   in 
^hi8    Court.        Mv    lord,    in    the   case   of    Agues    KtUy    (^\hich 
was  a  case  of  wilful  hro-raising  <m  the  farm  .if   High  Daigoals 
or  Cairntop,  in  the  parish  of  Old  Luce),  it  appeared  that  the 
declarations  on  being  examined  by  tlie  Court  turned  out  to  be 
of  an  un>i-ual   lemitii,   one  of  them  extending  to  twenty-three 
pages  of  the  cony' handed  to  the  judge,   and  they  "11  consisted 
of  long  and   skilful  questions   upon  a   great  variety   of  details 
applicable  to  evidence  in  the  ca.se,   and  most  minute  UKiuines 
into  the  movements  of  the  pannel  for  a  considerable  time  prior 
to  the  date  of  the   oflence.      It   also   appeared   that   in    regard 
to   the  second    and  third   declarations   in   jiarticular,    inquires 
had  been  made  in  the  interv.il  al")ut  the  matter  regarding  whu  h 
she   had  been    first    examincil,   and    a    new    series   of  (luestioiii^ 
were  put  upon  the  additional  evidence  so  obtained.      She  had 
also  been  sent  out  to  the  country  and  desired  to  point  out  the 
places  mentioned  in  her  farmer  declarations  as  if  she  had  been 
a   witness,    and   had  tlnii   been   examined   upon   the  matter  so 
obtained   from  her.      Some   furtlier  questions   were  put    by   the 
Court  to  the  rroturator-liscal  as  to  the  manner  in   which  the 
declarations   were    taken,    which    Beemc<l    even    more    strongly 
to   give  the   whole  proceedings  the  character  of  the  close  and 
Bearcliing  examinatirn    of  a    witness.      The   late   Lord   Justice- 
Clerk,  than  wliom  T  am  sure  no  cieater  criminal  lawyer  ever 
sat  upon  the  bench,   said  of  the  procedure,   that  "the  matter 
was  to  his  mind  most  unsatisfactory.      That   he  considered  the 
extent  to  which  the  pannel  had  been  examined  was  a  very  great 
abuse  of  the  objects  for   which   a   party   acctised   was  brought 
before  a  mairistrate  for  a  declaration;  and  that  it   was  prettv 
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plain  that  the  second  and  thii.l  dechirations  (.th,.  last  m  Mr  Clark 
particuhir,  after  such  a  Inner  interval)  had  been  taken,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  allowin?  the  partv  to  pive  anv  es[,lanation 
which  miprht  be  mate.ial,  hut  with  the  direct  object  of  skiliully 
rearms  up  evidence  against  her  bv  questions  founded  upon 
inquiries  obtained  in  the  interval,  and  bv  leading  her  at  a  great 
distance  of  time  into  answers  iij.on  "matters  which  sh.'.  if 
innocent,  might  think  quite  immaterial,  and  upon  which  the 
Procurator-fiscal  had  obtained  information  between  tie 
examinations;  that  he  saw  little  ditieience  between  sucii  a 
system  and  tlie  practice  in  France,  of  subjecting  parties 
accused  to  an  esamination  --jion  every  point  in  the  whole  case 
except  that  in  the  latter  it  was  done'in  pul)!ic,  an<l  with  great 
securities;  that  there  was  no  equality  between  a  I'rocunit.ir- 
fiscal,  with  all  the  alarm  of  iniprisonmeiit  and  the  autiiority 
of  a  magistrate,  and  the  terrors  nf  an  accusation  to  back  him, 
an<l  a  poor  countrywoman  of  Hfty-Hve  years  of  age,  a  common 
farm  servant,  uneducated  and  illiterate,  if  such  an  encounter 
of  wits  was  to  be  permitted  :  that  he  thought  the  whole  pur- 
poses and  objects  of  taking  a  declaration  from  the  accused  had 
been  overlooke-l."  My  lord,  I  do  not  think  that  the  Lord 
Justice-Clerk  in  uttering  these  words  couM  have  uttered  words 
more  aj.plicable  in  every  point  to  the  case  which  vou  now  have 
before  you.  The  peculiar  purpose  of  the  declaration  has  in 
this  case  been  overlooked,  and  that  keen  encounter  of  wits  to 
which  he  alludes,  and  that  authority  of  tiie  magistrate,  and 
the  terrors  of  the  accusation  to  b;ick"that  encounter  have'  been 
u.sed  in  this  case,  so  that  the  declarations  do  not  serve  their 
proper  purpose  rs  <lecIarations,  but  have  been  used  merely 
as  instruments  by  which  statements  have  been  obtaine<i  frorn 
die  [MisonLi  uhieh  should  not  have  been  obtained  f,om  her, 
or  used  as  evidciue  agaiii>t   her  in  this  countrv. 

Lord  Ukas— ^o  far  as  I  can  b-ilow  the  elo.iuent  speech  «hich  Lord  Dea* 
lias  jiist  now  l)een  made,  it  rests  upon  three  grounds.  In  the 
first  iilace,that  the  husband  of  the  prisoner  had  been  examined 
before  her  declaration  was  taken,  and  at  a  time  when  tho 
biieriflf  or  Fiscal,  one  or  both  of  them,  had  reason  to  believe 
that  he  was  not  in  town  at  the  time  of  the  offence,  and  that 
the  declaraticm  was  taken  as  a  precoL'nition.  .Secondiv,  that 
the  declaration  proceeded  to  a  c.insiderable  extent  ujion  "(pi.'s- 
tions  put  to  the  prisoner;  and  thirdly,  ujum  the  length  of  the 
declarations.  If  there  is  any  other 'grounds  involved  in  the 
speech  of  my  friend.  Mr.  Ciark,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed 
of  them. 

Mr.  rL.4RK— The  objections  were  to  a  certain  extent  based 
upon  questions  put  about  objects  which  were  in  possession  of 
the  Fiscal  at  tlif  titiir.  but  which  were  not  then  exhibited  to  the 
prisoner. 
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of    the    crosK- 

Ilart   WHS    not 

Now,   lookins 


Lord  Deas  J.onl  Deas — Tiien  theiP  is  a  fourth  reason,  that  certain  qucs- 
tK.ns  in  rt^'iird  to  cfrta.  .  articles  were  put  before  the  articles 
^ere  shown  to  the  prisoner.  These  objections  I  can  only 
dispose  of  upon  the  evidence  before  me,  tliat  which  has  been 
recorded  in  the  cross-examination  of  the  Sheriff-Substitute,  .Mr. 
Strathern,   and   the  Fiscal,   Mr.  Ccmniel. 

Mr.  Clauk — The  declarations  themselves? 
Lord  De.\s — The  evidence,  I  say,  c<insists 
examination  of  these  two  frentk-mon.  for  Mr. 
asked  any  questions  in  regfard  to  this  jioint. 
to  that  evidence,  and  taking  all  the  declarations,  I  can  tind 
no  ground  for  holding  that  when  the  pri.soner's  Jiusband  was 
examined,  and  his  declaration  was  taken,  he  was  known  to 
be  innocent,  and  that  his  declaration  was  taken  from  him  as  a 
precognition.  Ikitii  the  one  gentleman  and  the  other  swore 
expressly  that  they  did  not  know  at  that  time  of  his  being 
absent  from  town.  There  had  been  some  statements  about 
his  being  ab.sent,  but  they  .vere  not  satisfied  that  he  had  been, 
or  tliat  he  was  in  a  position  in  which  he  could  not  lie  imjilicated. 
They  (Sheriff  Stiathern  and  Mr.  Geiiimel)  have  sworn  that 
distinctly,   and  we  have  no  r.*lier  evidence  upon  the  point. 

.Mr.   Clauk — My  lord,  the  I'rocurator 

l.Mrd   I)k.\s—  Will  you  wait  till  I  have  di^ii* 

Mr.    (i.  \i;k — riif    Procurator-fiscal  said   lie 
doubt 

Lord  Dea.s — The  cross-examination    of  the 


? 

had 


no   rt'ason   fo 


Fiscal  upon  that 
I  will  read  it : 
declaration  was 


point  was  recordeil  at  the  time  it  took  placi 
"It  was  not  known  at  the  time  the  husb.md' 
taken  that  hi  had  biiii  nut  (if  town  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
July,  'i'lie  hii'-b.uid  wa>  liberated  immeiiiately  on  hi  being 
exaiiiinid,  and  ini|uiries  were  being  made,  jiroving  that  he 
had  been  out  of  town.  I  believe  between  the  time  of  the 
hu'iband's  declaration  being  emitted  an<i  his  liberation  I  trot 
adiiitional  information  from  some  of  the  criminal  otbcers,  who 
had  in  the  interval  made  iiii|uiric«  into  his  being  ab.sent  from 
town  (III  the  niiiMiiiiir  of  i\tv  hi,  .Inly.'"  .\i,il  nn  being  asked, 
"  Had  you  any  rea.dii  to  doubt  that  he  was  out  of  town  J  " 
the  reply  was  '  I  did  not  know  that  it  was  true.  1  was  not 
Batistiei]  that  it  was  true.  It  was  after  the  examination  that  I 
received  the  answer  which  was  made  by  the  officer  who  had 
inquired  as  to  when  the  ship  left."  That  is  the  ?videiii-e,  .iml 
it  certainly  does  not  import  that  the  Fiscal  knew  that  the  man 
was  one  of  town  in  the  .'^hiji  at  the  time  that  the  nninler  was 
committed.  I  cannot  see  that  it  was  wroiiQr  oi.  the  jiart  of 
the  authorities  to  apprehend  the  jirisoiier's  husband.  If  it  had 
turned  out  that  he  had  had  anything  to  do  with  this  crime, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  had  he  not  been  absent  suspicion 
would  liave  attached  to  him.  great  blame  would  have  been 
attached    to    the    authorities    if  thev    bad    m.t   t-d-ic!!    Intn.    into 
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custody.         It    is    impossible    lor    nit-    to    hold    that    thev     ,ii,i  Urd  Deas 
wrong  in  taking  the   declaration   of  the   prisoner,    which   they 
«t.re.     indeed,     b„wnd    by    their    duty    to    do.       The    second 
grnund   IS  that   there  are  a  great   many   questions  which   were 
Vut  in  the  course  ol  tiie  declaration;  that  is  nothing  mure  than 
what  ,s  d<.ne  in  every  declaration  that  is  taken;  the  length  of 
he  declaration   mu.st  depend,   in  every  case,  on  the   nature  of 
the  case    and  in  this  case  it  was  -luite  right  tiiat  the  prisoner 
should    have  the  fullest  opportunity   of    e.xplaining   everything 
tha     she  could  explain,  ami  I  think  we  will   find  that  a  great 
deal   ol    It  consists  of  explanations  which  I  rather  take  it   my 
friend  Mr.  (lark  will  not  willingly  throw  asi.le  when  he  comc-s 
o  address  us.        II,s  fourth  ground  of  objection   is  that  ques- 
tions were  put  about  certain  articles  b,.f.,r,.   these   were  shown 
to    the    prisoner.      Now    the    Sheriff    says    that   she   was   shown 
articles  in  the  c<,urse  of  her  examination  ;  that  there  were  some 
preliminary  ouestions   asked  her  before  the  articles   were   pro- 
duced    but  these  did  not  occupy  above  two  minutes.      That  is 
the  bhenffs   evidence  ab..ut   the   matter,    and    I   ,lo  not  think 
that,   in   my  recollection,    there  was  anvthin-  different  in    Mr 
Oemme   8   evidence.        In   these  circumstances   I    eannot,    with 
every    desire    to   refuse    evidence   that    is   incompetent    against 
he  prisoner,   see    that   there    is   any   incompetency   in   reading 
these  declaration,  as  part  of  the  ca.e.     The-iuestion  now  before 
"le  IS  whether  I  shall  or  shall  not  allow  these  declarations  to 
t'C  read;  I  cannot  see  any  ground  ^^hatev,.r  in  tM.iut  ,.f  law  for 
re  using  to  allow  them  to  be  read       (lentlemen  of  the  jury,  you 
will  now  hear  the  declarations  read.]  ■>     -  •  ^ 

The  dechiratioiis   of   tl,e    paniiel  libelled    on    were    then    read 
which  clo.,.,]  the  proof  for  the  Crown. 
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1 '"<'-.    in  jirescnco  of 


First    I)e(I,\uaiion. 

.\!    i;ia-gow,    the    lltii   day  m    .July,    i-o.-.    m  i^rescnco   of 
Alexander    Strathern,      Es<i..      .Sheriff-Substitute      of 

lianarkshirc, 

(  omi.eaied  a  prisoner,  who.  being  judicially  admonished  and 
examined,  declares  ati,l  says— My  name  is  .Jessie  Mlntosh  or 
•Ml.achhin:  I  am  a  n.ative  of  Inverne>s.  twenty-eiirht  years  of 
age,  wife  ,,i  .laiues  .MLachlaii,  second  mate  on  board  the 
steamship  •  IMadda,"  and  I  reside  at  No.  18l>  Broomielaw. 
ni.isgow.  I  knew  Jessie  MPherson.  who  was  a  servant  to 
Mr  Hemmg,  San.lyfor.l  Pl.-ice,  Sauchiehall  Street.  I  was  a 
felIow..servant  of  hers  in  Mr.  Fleming's  employment  in  hi', 
house  at  Snndyford  Place,  and  at  his  const  house, "near  Dunoo,, 


•cr 


piior  to  beptember,  1857.      I  left  .Mr    Fl 


emiiifj  8 
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service  then  aiul  ;_'i.t  iii;irrie<l,  uml  .siin;e  then  I  li;tvo  kcjjt  up 
an  intimacy  witli  her,  exce[)t  fur  a  jieiiod  ol  aljuut  eighteen 
months  prior  to  January,  It'Ol,  (Juring  which  time  she  was  at 
service  in  Manchester.  I  last  saw  Jessie  Mi'herson  in  niy  own 
Louse  at  tiie  Bro(jmiehiw,  on  Saturday  evening,  the  '28th  June 
hist.  I  had  also  seen  her  the  previous  night  at  Mr.  Fleniing'a 
house  at  Sandyford  I'hice,  and  I  went  there  ahout  ten  o'clock. 
I  rang  the  front  door  1  ell,  but  Jessie  M  Pherson  happened  at 
the  time  to  be  in  the  dining-room,  and  she  told  me  to  go  round 
to  the  lane  behind  the  ln.u-e  and  she  would  let  nie  in  by  the 
back  door.  1  went  roind  and  found  the  back  door  open,  and 
Jessie  MPherson  speaking  there  to  a  servant  in  the  adjoining 
house.    No.    IC    Sandyford    I'h'  MPherson    and    I    left   this 

girl  in  the  lane  and  went  insir,   tlie  l)ack  door;  we  conversed 
there  about  MPherson  going  to  New  Zealand,   which   she  had 
previously  told  me  she  intended  to  do.     That  night  I  went  by 
appointment  to  see  her  on  this  subject:  MPherson  asked  me  to 
get  a  schedule  from  an  emigration   society   in  Jamaica  Street 
that  it  might  be  filled  up  for  her.     I  did  not  get  the  schedule 
wlien  I   apjilied   for   it,   and  it  was  to  sec  if  I  had   got  it   that 
M'Phcrson  came  to  my  house,  the  last  time  I   saw  her  on  said 
Saturday   nigiit.      I  was   not   in   or   near   Mr.    Fleming's  house 
on  the  evening  of  Friday  the  4th.  or  morning  of  Saturday  the 
5th   of  the    current    month    of    Jidy.    and    did   not    see   Jessie 
MPherson  that  nicht  or  morning,   and   I   wa.s  in  no   way  con- 
cerned   in  assaulting   or  mtirdering  her,   nor   was    I   concerned 
in   stealing  any   silver  plate  from    M'Pherson's    house    on   said 
night  or  morning.       On  said  Friday  the   1th  July  I  ^\as  in  my 
house  the  whole  day  till  about  seven  o'ch^ck  at  night,  when  I 
went  to  see  Mr.  MFarlano,  who  had  been  factor  for  my  house 
prior  to  Whitsi.  .day,  and  whose  place  of  business  was  at  11- 
Wcst    Ceorge    Street,    but    he   was    not    within,    whereupon    I 
returned   home.      I    was  not   again   o\it   of  my  liouse   til!  after 
ten  o'clock,   when   I   went   out  to  convoy  home  a  Mrs.   Fraser, 
a   seaman's    wife,    wh"    lives   in    ilrace    Street.    Andeiston.        1 
walked    with   her  as  far    as  the    Gusliet    House    in    Anderston. 
where   I  parted   from  her.     I    intended   to   go  to  the  house  if 
James  M'Gregor,  a  foreman  cVithier,  who  lives  in  Main  Street. 
Anderston.  and  who  is  a  friend  of  my  liusband's.  but   I  chanced 
my  mind  ami  returned  home  by  way  of  .\rgyle  Street,  James 
Watt  Street,  and  Ridomielaw  .      I  reached  heme  about  a  quarter 
past  eleven  o'clock  :  1  lot  myself  in  by  means  of  a  check  lock 
key,    and   which  is    in    the   house;   this    key  T  carried  myself, 
and  always  let  myself  in  by  means  of  it ;  it  is  one  of  the  keys 
of  the   press   in    the  lobby   fif   my   Imuse,   and   for  which    jiress 
there  are  two  keys.     On  going  upstairs  I  foimd  John  M'D"na!d, 
a  yoime  man  who  lodged  with  Mrs.  C  ampbell.  who  occupied  a 
part  of  niv  house.      He  was  eoing  upstairs  before  me,  and  went 
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the    door,   ui,d   I    J,ear,l    from   fl}[  \         '  ai„pb.ll  o^K-u.-d 

out  of  the  l,ou,.e.     My  L^    ^\.  i       "  h'  ''  '"'^"'tr  l'^'^'"  "P  or 

;.t  breaHa.,^a.-;.^";.  iSA.ltr''  T*  ^r'L^^luslo 
the  house  o,  an  old  won.an  i„  We.t  College  Stre  b  i  i.  .J 

back  the  coals  jn  a   large  basket,  covered  wkh  a  piece  o    td 
carpet,  wh.ch  I  ha<l  taken  out  with  me-  I  was  no  \^   . ,  /  i 
a  -luarter  of  an  hour.      Mrs.   ran,,bell'  '.^     ."  uj^t  r.:!  ^'S 
bed  when  I  went  out,  but  she  was\,ut  ol  bed  wh". L      retun  ed 
b  cause  I  r.,,„.  the  IkII  and  she  let  ,ne  in.    I  had  U.r^o  te^  t  "tS 
the  uiieck    key   with   n,o.      Mrs    CaniDb.  II    1,^,1  *.,i  ,7, 

out  of  bed  and  dressed  hin.  while  Tt^^lwt'^'rii.Sii;,?'' 
he  and  n>a,_le  breakfast  for  n.y.seif  and  child.  I  r  n  ^  .  d  ^^ 
the  house  td    about  twelve  o'clock   on  said   Satur.lav     when 

Se  W     T'  ?m'"  T""  "^^^  ''  -^'^    ''-"'-   '-''•- 
r...ill    /  ^         ."*   *''"■'   ^^  f'"*""    ^''^••^'-   P'^lte  which    I    had 

ece  ved  trom  Mr.  James  Flen.incr,  the  father  o.'  M.-.   Fl.  „i  ,V 
->    late   Uiaster.   on   the  previous   evening,    in   n.v   house       Ue 

iZ  MnT";/""';"  "",*  ^  quarter-past  eight  that' evening,  ad 
1  let  him  ,n,  an.l  took  him  into  our  pailour.  He  ...nVd  . 
jjarcel  .-.■appe.l  t.ghtly  „p  i„   .hit..  rJu.  and  hud  ,t  d:,"      „n 

tie  tabe;  he  asked  me  if  I  „ouM  go  a  message  f,„.  l.i„.    .,,.,j 
he..,.ldpaymewelWorit.      1    asked  him  whaUt   waj."  and 

t  s,ua  ne  wanted  me  to  pawn  some  silver  {.late  which  was  in 
the  parcel.      I  said   the  pawnbroker  would   know  the  plate  dd 
not  belong  to  me.      He  said   I   was  to   sav   it  was   n       T  ha 
to  pay.      I  ask.,    what  name  I   would  e^s-,  as  a  plechn^r     In 
f     would  give  Mr.^  Fleming's  nan,e.  and  he  said  nf,.  n^t  t'o  p it 

>l'en  said.  What  name  will  I  give?  "  and  ho  ..aid  I  wa.  to 
pive  the  name  of  Mary  MKay  or  MDonald.  No.  5  or  No  .l.r, 
^t.  \incent  Street,  an.l  that  I  was  to  sock  f  .3  10s.  upon  t!,e  plare 
o'  as  much  more  as  I  could  iret.  FI,.,,.!,,,.  .,;.], l,:,t  I„  wa^ 
short  of  money,  and  had  to  go  to  the  Hirhl.ands.  and  .l,d  not 
hke  to  hft  money  nut  of  the  bank.  I  ..greed  to  pawn  the  plate 
and  •lemin-r  said  he  would  come  and  see  me  next  afternoon," 
and  then  he  left  the  house.  There  was  no  one  with  Fleming 
and  me  ,n  the  parlour,  and  I  do  not  know  that  anv  one  saw 
iim  m  the  house;  but  Mrs.  Campbell  wa,  in  at  the  time  he  was 
ttKTe.        T    went.  I    have   already    said,   to    Lundie's    pawn 

s!l?!:..:,'.'       '^  "'T  :','"■','   '""^^^.T'"  ^"■'^'^•'^  •'^"'l   ""'■  ""''l-ck   on   the 
'    ''•'■'■■'■    •-■■"''    >nt    parcel,    rolled    up,    as    old    Mr. 
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Fltnnng  had  given  it  to  me.  The  pawnbroker-,  voung  n.au 
vsho  atten.ie,  ,„e  oinned  down  tiie  paicel,  and  then  it  was  I 
8a^,  lor  the  hrst  tune,  what  the  parcel  contained.  The  young 
II  an  asked  n,e  what  1  wanted  on  the  articles,  and  I  said  xl U), 
and  he  said  he  would  give  me  a  little  more  than  that,  and  1 
ea  d      would  take  as  nuich  as  he  could  give  me,  as  the  article 

^£0   Is.   or    LO   l.,s.,    I  torcjet  which.     1   told  the  young  man 
that  the  money  was  wanted  to  pay  rent,  but  1  did  not  say  who 

M  Donald,  as  ola  Heuimg  had  told  me.  I  got  thJ  n.oney'and 
a  pawn  ticket  and  left  the  silver  plate  u.  the  same  cover  llich 
old  Henung  had  brought  the  articles  in.  I  saw,  when  the 
parcel  was  opened  .h.wn  by  the  pawnbroker,  that  the  articles 
consisted  ot  u  soup  divider,  a  tish  slice,  some  lable  spoons 
and  forks,  and  toddy  ladles.  I  knew  the  silver  articles  when 
was  a  servant  m  the  house,  and  I  saw  them  sutiiciently  well 
m  the  pawnbroker's  hands  to  know  them  again.  I  am  shown 
and  idenfiy  the  several  articles  which  Tpledgcd,  and  th 
evcra  sealed  lab.ls  attache,!  ther  to  an.l  dolqucrttea  and  sub- 
scr  1  e,     ,,  relative   hereto.      I   also  see   and   id'ntifv   the   piece 

';•    f^';-""''^'-  '-'.'-I  P--'-''ed  as  aforesaid,  and  the  sealed  label 

thueto  .ittached   is  also  docquetted   and  sub.^cribe.l   as  relative 

hereto.     I  returned  straight  home  from  the  pawn  office  with  the 

inonoy  and  ticket,  and  reached  home  alu.ut  a  quarter  j.ast  one 

I  .ema.ned  m  he  house,  and  at  about  a  quarter  to  hree  old 
Feu,,.  ,„„,  „  ,  _^^  ^^^^  ^_^^^^_^^_^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

o  !u.  dn,.,,  ,„„!  „.  I  I  turned  into  the  parlour.  He  then 
.  k  d  ,Me  If  I  Lui  got  l,:s  mrss.ige,  and  I  tol.i  hin.  I  had  got 
mo, e  than  he  tl,„ught.  and  rlien  gave  h;m  the  wI,o1p  n.nn.^ 
nff!ri  P"'-":"''\^'''r  "'f''  ♦'>'■  P^^^vTi  ticket.  He  the."eup;n 
off  led  me  L.,  lor  havmg  do,,,  the  n.essage,  and  not  t,.  n.ention 

and  I  took  If  f,„m  him.      Tins  money  was  in    £1   bank  notes 
and  part  of  what  the  pawnbn.ker  gave  n,e.      Fleming.  .Veated 
th:.t   I   was  to  tel    no  one  of  what  I  had  done  for  hi,„  in  case 
.t  w..uld  come  to  h,s  son  s  ears,  and  that  a  pound  or  tvo  ^ould 
do  Inn,  when  he  was  aw.,y  in  the  Hieldands.      O,,  this  Fleming 
left    the    house.     I    had    pro,uised    Mr.    CaMwcll,    the   present 
factor  of  my  houso.   ti  oi,  Friday,  the  previous  ,l.v     and  so 
on  gett.,,^  the  £4  fro,,.  Fleming,  I  went  Tnd  paid  the  whole  of 
It  ^'  f  aldwell   about   fo„r  o'clock  on   Saturdar.     I   am   sh<.wn 
a    man   w  .o   calls   lumself  ,Ta,nes    Fleming,    and    I   declare  and 
Identify  th.at  m.-in  as  the  person  who  gave  me  said  silver  pl.-ite 
to  pawn  on  sa,d  F,-.lay.  ami  ,„   -.J,..,.  I  gave  the  monev  and 
pav^n  t.cket  on  the  S,.turdav,      I  had  n.on-v  of  n,v  own  where- 
witli  .o  j.ay  the  factor  on  the  Fridav.   independent  of  the  £i 
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winch  I  gut  from  Filming  „i,  .Saturday.  I  ha(i  x:,  10s  <,f  my 
ouii  in  Uiv  liduse,  which  was  a  balance  ci  i;l]  lOs.  which  'l 
got   from    my  brother   in   the   end  ..f  Mav    la>t       My    brotlicr's 


name  is  John  M  Intosh.      He 


8hi 


was  a  seaman  on  board  th 


p   ".St.  (ieorjre,"   which  [ilied   between   ( 


is<.'ow   am 


1  ('I 


and  he  gave  me  £5  .m  retiirniii<r  from  l^uebec  in  the  end  of  May. 
In  the  preceding  month  of  April  he  gave  nic  f6  10s.  on  the 
occasion   of  a   return   voyage  from  New   York  of  the   "  United 


■doni 


steamship,    on    board    of    winch    he    served. 


On 


Friday  night,  the  4th  .inly,  when  I  w.  nt  to  convoy  Mrs.  Eraser, 
1  \\a.s  dressed  in  a  brown  merino  ilress  with  three  flounces,  a 
larce  light  grey  cloth  cloak,  and  a  brown  velvet  b(  imet.  On 
Satuniay.  the  Sth  July.  I  todk  the  grey  cloak  to  Mr.  Murray, 
Iyer's   shop  in    Argj-le   Street,    situated    between    Jamaica 


th 


Street  and  Oswald  Street,  that  it  might  he  cleaned,  where, 
at  the  same  time,  I  left  the  brov.n  merino  dress  to  l)e  dved 
black.  I  gave  my  i>wn  name.  Mrs.  M  I-achlan.  to  Mr.  Murray, 
as  the  owner.  I  took  the  velvet  off  the  frame  of  the  said 
bonnet  because  it  was  old,  and  I  gave  it  to  a  salt  and  whiting 
girl  at  the  door  of  my  house  on  Tuesday  last.  I  had  a  brown 
merino  dress  without  flounces,  but  1  gave  the  skirt  (f  it  to 
Mary  RIack  or  Adams,  a  washerwoman,  last  summer.  I  did 
not  open  down  the  brown  merino  dress  left  to  be  dyed.  The 
waslierwoman  just  mentioned  has  been  in  the  habit  cf  wash- 
ing for  me  about  three  years  past.  She  rlid  n..t  i:d!  for  me 
at  my  house  in  the  afternoon  or  evening  of  Friday,  4th  Juiv 
current,  and  I  did  not  see  her  that  afternoon  or  evening.  I 
did  not  ask  M.iry  Black  or  Adams  to  come  to  my  house  and 
take  charcre  oi  my  son  James  while  I  went  ami  s;i\v  the  late 
Jessie  MI'herson  on  said  Friday  nijrlit.  Mary  Black  or  Adan 
st.nys  with.  Mrs.  R.i.innv  in  Holm  Street.  I  called  nn^e  ther' 
on  Saturday,  the  ."ith  July.  I  did  not  call  twice.  I  wanted 
Black  or  Adams  to  go  a  messace,  but  she  was  iK.t  in,  and  Mrs. 
Rainny  said  she  would  go  the  message.  The  message  was  to 
redeem  from  a  pawnbroker  a  black  and  blue  check  [loplin  dress, 
and  which  I  now  have  on  as  under  dress,  and  Mis.  Bainny 
relieved  and  broucht  me  the  dress.  I  wore  the  brov.n  dress 
at  this  time,  not  haviiig  then  sent  it  to  the  dyeing.  I  left 
word  for  Mary  Black  or  Adams  to  be  sent  to  my  house  that 
Saturday  afternofm,  and  she  came.  I  frave  her  two  £1  notes 
to  redeem  other  articles  from  the  pawn.  On  the  Mondav  fol- 
lowing I  g.ave  her  lis.  to  redeem  some  otlier  articles  which  were 
pledged.  I  cave  her  no  more  money.  I  h.ad  two  crinidines  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  the  Uh  and  ."ith  July.  I  have  now  only 
one,  the  other  having  been  burnt  by  acciilent  on  Saturday,  .'ith 
July.  The  wires  of  that  crinoline  I  gave  to  Mary  Black  or  Adams. 
I  purchased  a  new  black  straw  bonnet  on  AVednes(lay  last, 
the  0th  current,  in  a  milliner's  shop  in  Argyle  Street,  between 


i\Irs.   M'Lachlan. 


I 


Douglas  Street  and  Man,,  Stixrt.  i  uu\s  see  uii.l  iWentitv  the 
said  l)niinet,  which  is  in  tlie  same  state  as  1  pureliased  it  1 
paid  Is.  ;»,!.  fur  it.  Mary  lilaek  or  .\danis  has  a  vouii.'  daughter 
uan.ed  .^arah.  1  .sent  her  with  a  box  f,  the  ilanultu,.  rafhvav 
on  >atunlay  the  5th  July.  I  addie.ssed  it  with  the  name, 
•■  .Mr.s.  Jiam.  llainiitm,.  Tn  He  till  called  for."  The  Imx  was 
empty.  1  mtende.l  to  go  up  to  Hami]t..n  on  .said  Saturday 
an.l  stay  f„r  a  day  or  two  with  a  Mrs.  Shaw  there,  but  who  I 
throurrh  nii.st;,ke,  under.stoo.l  was  called  Mrs.  Bain  1  ,lid  no* 
go  on  Saturday,  but  went  on  Tuesday  last,  and  called  ot  Mrs 
Shaw  s  hou.se,  and  iound  she  was  not  within.  I  got  said  box 
at  he  Hamilton  station  on  said  day,  and  returned  home  .xith 
It,  reaching  (ilasgow  about  si.x  o'clock  ,,n  Tuesday  iih'ht  The 
box  IS  now  in  the  house.  It  is  a  leather  ]u.x  [.hh" n  glazed 
coyer.  I  meant  the  empty  l,.ox  to  lie  at  the  (;ia>gow  station 
till  I  went  my.se.f  to  ilamilton,  but  through  some  mistakr  of 
tlie  little  girl  Adams  it  had  been  sent  on  to  Haniilt(.n  I  ,eant 
to  have  put  my  clothes  in  the  box  at  the  station,  because  the 
little  girl  could  not  carry  the  box  and  clothes  togeth-r.  I 
carried  my  clothes  across  to  the  (Jla.sgow  station  of  the  rulway 
in  a  black  leather  batr,  and  which  I  took  to  Ilamilton  when  I 
f.nind  the  box  had  been  sent  foruard.  I  am  shown  and  idci.tifv 
as  my  jiroperty  two  sheets,  to  which  a  sealed  label  is  attached", 
and  which  is  doC(|uetted  and  subscribed  as  relative  hereto' 
.My    attention   is   called    to    the    mark 

a[ij«earing  on  one  of  said  shei'ts ^ 

was  made  upwards  of  a  twelvemonth  ago,  and  while'  I'resided 
111  a  house  in  Stobcross  Street.  The  impressi.,n  is  of  the  check 
key  of  the  outer  door  of  that  house,  and  w.as  made  by  mv 
child  making  water  on  it  as  it  l.iy  ,.n  the  sheet,  which  iJlt  an 
impress), ,n  ,,f  the  key  in  iron  m,.uld  .  n  the  sheet.  My  si.ster, 
.\iiii  M  lnt,.sh,  who  now  resi.ies  at  Gainethill,  in  Kdmburgh! 
kii.w  nf  said  occurrence.  Munro.  in  Tnion  Street,  was  factor 
of  said  h,,use  in  Stobcross  Street.  I  l)rought  the  empty  box 
which  went  in  ll.imilton  down  stains  fron-  mv  hruse  on  said 
Saturday,  i,,  my  cdl.ir  door,  at  the  foot  of  the  stair  intending 
to  send  a  In.v  witii  it  to  the  railway  station,  but.  just  at  that 
moment  the  cirl  .\dMnis  came  intf)  the  close,  and  1  put  on  the 
address,  ami  tied  the  box  with  a  piece  of  cord,  and  pare  it 
then  to  the  girl.  The  box  wan  not  in  said  cellar  that  dav. 
Mrs.  Shaw's  husb.in<l  in  cutter  to  a  ta>'Ior  in  Ilamioon.  iml 
lives,  as  I  think,  in  f'astle  Street  there.  \  am  shown  and 
identify  as  my  property  a  chmiiH-  and  flannel  pctticat,  both 
of  which  I  was  wearine  when  I  vas  taken  into  custody  ytster- 
dav,  and  the  sealed  label  thereto  attached  is  docquetted  and 
subscribed  as  relative  hereto.  1  p„t  on  said  chemise  and 
petticoat  on  the  evening  of  TInirsdny.  the  3rd  .Tuly.  I  had 
two  chemises,   but  one  of  which  I  liave  since  put  on  :  that  iiow 


niark   or   impression   of   a    key 
I  declare  that  the  impression 
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shown  rne  1  have  torn  up,  Ir.uu^  1,,.,,   ,,e,t.vvcd  l,v  ,nv  .hilci 
I    hui   no   flannel  ,,etc>coat    except    that    nov-    .houn    nu  1 

:t:';:\  ;u;.;\:'rt-th;''^ '-' '-''- '  ^'-  ^^ '-  ^^1 

•fKS-iE    M  J.ALHIAN. 

u,  "^hf  ;;^  '"u''^'  7'"  '"''^•'^^''  ^"  ^'-  '''te  Jessie  M'Pherson 
tiie  .sum  ut  ,tl  OS.  tor  grocsrv  goods,  which  I  got  Iron,  h.r 
^hcn  ,h,  kept  a  .hop  in  Grace  Street  about  two  ea  ..t 
Ihm  sum  I  dKl  not  pay,  becau.se  M'l  herson  told  ml  tint  Se 
mean  to  have  m.de  a  p^-s.-.t  to  my  cl.ld  at  tH  birth  a'  1 
d.a  1  w;^  to  retam  the  money  and'expend  it  for  t  d' d 
And  tnis  J  aj.so  declare  to  be  truth. 

.Ik.-^sib  M  La:  ht.an. 
Alfx.    Sthatherx. 


Lid 


to    W 

and 


are.s  further— On   b 


hich 


a  .sealed  label   i 


lip  .shown   a    black   shawl 


s  attacheri,   and    which 


pbiid. 


subscribed   as  relative  heret  .— tl 


my  j.roperty,  and  I  never  had  it 


at  shawl  or    t'liid 


IS   docipietted 


is  not 


not 


eave  it  at  Murray's  (the   dyer),   bef 


m  my  possess! 


>rc  meiitidiu 


dipped   in   black   ilye,   on   Mondav   last,    the   7th   J 
nor  did  I  send  it.        Reing  also  ;!,„«n   a   -rev  ch, 


d  I  di 
I,   t. 


)e 


two  pieces— I  declare  that  is  tl 


n   a   trrev  chith  cloak 


and  Saturday,    the    ttL 
now  been  cleaned,  but  it 
cleaned. 


iiid    .'ith   Julv 


cl.iak  which  I 


ulv   current. 


in 


Wore  (Ui  I'"ridav 


current,  and  which   h 


black. 


"'i;  'i"t  in  fiieces  when  I  gave  it  to  be 
I  am  shoun  the  bod^    and  skirt  of  a  dress  new  dved 


vhi^l 


docquettrd  and  .subscribed 
is  the  liroun  dress  whic 


sealed    label    is    attache.!,    which' 


Inst. 

(tl 


now    dyed    black. 


I 


as  relative  heret 


loiinrcs. 


I  did   not  give  tl 


"hich. 


ic  dyer)  as  owner  of  said  ch.th  cl 


o.        I   declare  th.'it 

'■n  said   F'Viday  and  Saiur.lay 

>^Iiowr    nie.     uaiits    the 

urrar 


a^ 


le  name  of  M'D,  naM   t..   ^f 


eave  my  own   name.    M'F,.ich 


lak  and   brown   dress.        I 


ticket 


wh 


on  loavinsr  said  arti 


lere   about    the    I 


liiiuse. 


further  use  out   f.f  it, 

deal   soiled   and   the  colour  fad. 


I    .lyt.i 
as,    in   its    li 


I    got    Ir.jni    the    .Iyer    a 
is  idw  some 


hich.  I  suppose 


to  be  truth 


.1    dress    black    to    get 
'"II    state,   it  was  a   good 
And    tliis    f   also   declare 

Jk^sir  M  I,a.  hi  \v 


A  I  EX 


■"TIlMHKItV 


Ih.     dcrlarat.on.    written    upon    this    and    the    twentv  t,H.>e 

oZ   i^^^''"'"'  '•'  ''^'r  V'"^""'     ^■■'^  ''^  »'>^  Sheriff  ch.,.k -I 
•fhce  in  r.Iasffow    was  fr..elv  and  voluntarilv  .nrtto.l  bv  the 

sound  nnd  sober  senses,   an-i  was  H,il„.n.d  to  bv  her.  on  heinff 
r'^nn   over  to  her,    nnd    was   subserib.d    bv    her   nn.l    the    said 

I  ..•7 


Kf 


Mrs.   xM'Lachlan. 


Sherifif-Suhstitutu  l^f't'oru  these  witiu-sses — John  C'limel, 
writfi-  ill  lihisiruw  :  tiiu  said  I'l.ti  r  .Muituii,  and  -^^rnard 
M'Lauglihn,    .>hi.rilf-nfHeL'|-    in    ( ;lasf.'..\\ . 

J. NO.    (iEMjlEL. 

P      MvjKION. 

liEHNAKl)      M    LaIi.HI.IN 

Seco.nd    Deci. \kaiiu.n. 


1  ' 


At  (]hi,-gn\v,  thi'  Kith  liay  nf  July,  L-^('>l',  ill  iirt'Sfiice  I'f 
Alt'xr.  Strathciii,  Hmj.,  Shrrili'-Suij-tilutL-  of 
LaiiJirk^liiie, 

('uin|Man;ii.  .Icv>iu  .M'liilu-ii  i>i  .M  l.ai  hl.iii.  ['i  r-tiitly  j'lisoner 
ill  ill'  I'lisori  of  (ilasgow,  and  tlie  jnevioiis  declaiation  emitted 
\)\  hei  111  pre.'^enec  of  said  Sht'iifiE-Siiljstitnte,  on  the  1  ith  July 
curt.,  haviiitr  been  read  over  to  her,  and  she  being  again 
judicially  adiiionislie<l  and  examined,  deelare.s  !.nd  says — I 
adliere  to  said  declaration  as  being  correct,  witii  this  exception 
and  explanation,  th.it  on  reaching  Hamilton  on  Tuesday,  the 
8th  July  current.  1  went  into  a  small  .-^iiop  near  the  railway 
stiitio.i,  tiiere  to  inquire  for  Mrs.  Uaiii,  and  when  there  I 
inquired  at  a  woman  in  the  slioji  if  she  would  make  me  some 
tea,  and  she  ii<j:recd.  and  prepaied  tea  and  liam  and  eggs  for 
me.  I  tliin  ii'-ked  said  woman  if  she  cnuld  ijet  a  boy  foi  me 
to  c.iny  a  small  box  which  I  had  at  the  railway  station,  and 
she  got  a  hoy,  and  I  t  nk  him  to  the  station,  and  then  asked 
for  the  box,  whidi  T  got  and  si'.'ned  a  receipt  for.  siLMiiiig 
my  own  name,  "  Mrs.  M'Lachlan."  < 'n  t.'<'tt:iiir  the  box  I 
found  that  the  lunges  were  biiik .n,  which  must  have  been 
done  in  the  passage  up  ti>  Haniiltdii.  for  it  was  intire  when 
I  sent  it  away.  'I'lie  hoy  carried  the  liox  up  stairs  from  the 
station  to  the  roadside,  and  there  I  untied  the  cord  which 
was  still  round  the  box.  and  opened  it,  and  put  the  clothes 
which  Wire  in  the  black  bag  inside  the  box.  ami  then  the  hi>y 
carried  th(>  box  and  its  contents  to  the  shop  where  I  had 
ordered  tea.  I  waited  some  time  till  tea  was  re:idy.  Piinnir 
that  ti.i.e  I  tonk  the  bag  out  of  the  box,  and  the  articles  of 
dre.ss  out  of  the  bag,  because  it  was  rather  small,  and  tied 
them  in  a  liamlkerrhief.  I  then  inquired  at  the  woman  in 
the  shop  wliore  1  rould  get  tho  box  mended,  and  she  recom- 
mended mo  to  send  it  to  a  joiner,  but  I  told  her  it  was  nf 
leather  and  wmild  r'-'pn're  to  he  mended  bv  a  saddler.  Th' 
Woman,  therefore,  sent  the  hov  along  with  me.  he  carryititr  the 
boi  and  T  cnrryin?  the  clotlies  in  the  handkerchief,  and  »o 
we  walked  into  Hamilton.  I  asked  for  Mrs.  Bnin,  a«  the 
name  of  my  acqiiaintanre,  because  she  had  been  recentiv 
married,  and  I  thought  that  was  the  name  of  her  husband, 
lit 
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nsoner. 

and     that    l,e     was     ciiticr    t 

'"  the  .ho[,  told  „,.  that  .1,:*  !  '  ''"'  *''^'  ""'n^<n 
nameoflia.n,  and  m,  ,,■:,„:  1,1  '^"^'^v     •=„    tailor     of     the 

t-i..r-s  cutter  that  ^i.^  k  '  .  ia  T^  f  "1^'''  "^  ^'""  °'  *'- 
person  in  ca.se  it  nnd.t  he/ .;,■;.  r/''^'^^"  ''"'^  «'--^-  »'^° 
the  sa.hiier'^.        l\,,,,,     „  ^.  '' ':  •','"'   ^  '^''^  ^''^  I'-y  to  go  to 

^Jbout  one  ,„•  two   oVl.,ck    to     I    "  •  ,        ^"?''^'>'  ''■^-  '''^'  train 
-l-rect  the  sa.hJler  to  s  , ,    ,  ,        T   "r  ^  '"'''    '^'^'   ^">-  '- 

;-l..ot  tea.  an,l  that  /  'tt";„   '■/;';;''';-'-  ^'"'P'  ^^hore 
'"lio^Hi-  week  to  look  for  a  .,.,„„•„  ■         I'egimun;,'  of  the 

to  occu,,v  for  my  own  ar.Vcl   i  1      1   .hi  '         f'  "'"'.''  ^  "''^f'*^'' 

ilie  bundle  before  referre        .  ,.     .  ■      '  ^'"^  *'"^  '^'^• 

l^^^band-s.  some  bahv  ;Xt  e  •  mTt.rV^'T^  ^^'''■^^  "*'  °^-^- 
rc'crred  to  .n  my  luvvio us  . .:i.:  r  "''T''?^  '"'P''"  ''''^^•^ 
liome  whh  n.e.  til  u,  i  .  ''^'";-  ""''  '''^^••''-  ^  brou<rht 
bag  in  which  I  |,a,  Le  ItnT  ''^";^i'?'-'^''iei  and  hlack 
'"'■••*•  '-^'""'^  "-•  '.eek  ;,  w     ',"\';,  ^'"^^  ,''"-'  J-^ndkerehiof  I 

"''-■  clothes,   and   a     ca  ,f    '  7;'  'f  '"'*;  "'  ^^bich  I  tied 

doc,uetted    and    suhs;ed  ,;].;'''';"'   '}''''-'   "'">''   i^ 

Anther  examined,    .icclar es- 1   d    1   ,    ^'      "'*"■        '^"'^    '"-"'"S 

crmoline.,  as  I  for,n"         ,    ntfn>  7        ^"'"''"•^         ^    ''-''    '^vo 
i  wore  both  of  th  .    V/-,l  '°"!!''  """^  "'  ^^''i'^''  ^vas  hurned 

''.id  for  lour'vea      pa  t        I    u  T  "'"   ''n""'"'"''' d    F  hav'e 

;t  afresh  about  a  fortnight  Ul  L^'^h  ft  ^r";'',  '    '"•""""' 

-;i  paid  I  thiJk;  thrL's,::,::^;^:^!^,;: '  '7i'-''«-''t. 

P'T  ot   stockmirs   from    Mrs     Camnbt- 1  '""rowed    a 

"'.v  ho„,,e.  about  two  mon",    Shut  I  h.  1^."'"^"^  '^.'^'^  ''^ 
day.  bcin'r  that  dav  on  «i  ;  i    i   "  ''  ""'"^  ""  '"dv  one 

^tockintrs  nftenv.  r  i^      •  J'   t '  J      '"'■"'' ''  *''^''"-       ^  F-t-  these 

^^■a;  in  .h.h  i  .  huJiand  i'  ^mXed   '"  I'T  '^""'^  ':^  '"  ^"^• 
b^'ots.  the  only  pair  which   I  TrrV  '"'^  "  ^'"'"  "^  "''' 

tlTow   into    tho^  a  "imit       1  ni         .  ''■"*'■'"''•    """^   "'"''   I 

fn-dn.r,  the  4th  !  u  Icur    n^n  tF/"""'    "^'Z  ^"'''''''''-    "" 

^''■;;M  no.  .e  and  idontIf;:':;.r7lffi^:u^;^^^^^^ 

1J9 


^h 


Mrs.  M'Lachlan. 


tliLToto  is  docuuftri.d  :nA  Miit-crilicd  :is  rcb'tivt-  hoit-ro.  On 
that  evciiiiij^  wlitii  Mrs.  Fi'asfi-  came  to  my  house  I  took  a 
bottle  out  oi  Mrs.  Caniiibell's  press,  and  went  with  it  to  the 
pulilic-house  oi  a  person  named  Mmiteith.  in  Ar;?Ale  Street, 
between  IJrown  Street  and  Janus  Watt  Street,  and  wanted 
put  into  it  a  gill  and  a  hah'  of  whisky,  but,  as  the  bottle  was 
too  small,  one  nt  the  sh()[iinen  gave  me  a  pint  bottle  to  contain 
the  whisky,  and  1  kit  Mrs.  Campbell's  liottle  instead.  Tlie 
pint  bottle  was  in  our  house  whiii  I  was  ajiprehiiided. 

I  know  that  the  late  Jessie  M'Pherson  hacl  a  blael:  watered 
silk  dress.  She  had  another  dress  of  silk,  of  a  changing' 
colour,  with  flounces,  but  wirh  cotton  cloth  beneath.  She 
had  also  a  velvet  cloak,  the  front  (jf  which  was  lined  with  blue 
.silk  ;  as  also  a  drab  cloth  cloak.  She  had  also  a  bl  ;ck  dyed 
harness  plaid.  I  do  not  know  if  she  -  'd  a  black  s;lk  polka. 
but  she  told  me  she  had  one.  The  o^ner  articles  of  dress  I 
have  seen.  I  have  not  seen  any  of  thc^e  articles  of  dress 
lately,   either  in  her   possession  or  anywhere  else. 

Being  shown  two  silk  dresses  having  a  scaled  label  attached, 
as  also  t\v(^  ek>aks  liaving  a  sealed  label  attached,  as  ;ilso  a 
black  dved  jdaid  having  a  sealed  label  attahcd.  as  also  a 
piece  of  twilled  cotton  eloth  having  a  sealed  label  attached, 
I  ileclare  the  saiil  dresses.  cl<'.iks,  and  ['laid  to  he  Jessie 
Ml'herson's,  and  are  the  same  tliat  I  liavc  li.  lore  mentioned. 
T  do  nf>t  know  the  twilled  cloth.  1  ,ain  shown  a  japanned  tin 
box  with  sealed  laliel  attarhed.  I  dixlare  thr.t  Uix  -s  min'- 
I  despatrned  to  Ayr  cither  on  Tuesdav  or  Wiilneslav,  the 
8th  or  i'th  of  this  mt>nth,  the  s.iid  titi  box  i  ontaininc  the  said 
dresses,  cloaks,  a'l  1  plaid  wrapj>ed  in  the  said  iM^tton  eloth 
bv  the  Ayr  raihvav  from  (;las._'ow.  and  addrosse.l  to  "  Mrs. 
l>,;m!e.-,  Ayr.  To  lie  till  called  for."  ( »n  Fridav,  the 
4tli  July,  the  late  Jc-sie  MTher«.n  snit  down  said 
dresses,  cloaks,  and  [.laid  to  my  house  l)v  a  little  (jirl  whose 
name  I  do  not  know,  but  who  was  accustomed  to  clean  knives 
for  her.  .Mont'  with  these  thines  there  was  a  message  that 
I  wa.s  to  take  the  watered  silk  dress  to  Anderson,  in  Buchanan 
Street,  to  get  dressed.  The  chanL'in'-'-eolouri-.l  silk  .bcss  wiw 
to  be  Ofiened  down  and  left  with  Andersor  to  be  d'ed  brown. 
The  cloth  cloak  was  to  be  dyed  black,  because  M'Therson 
had  spoiled  it  in  the  waslnnir.  The  black  velvet  rlo'ik  was 
to  havo  a  putfin'_'  i  i  silk  round  the  bottom  to  leiiL'then  it. 
and  uliich  putling  M'Therson  was  afterwnnls  to  send  down  to 
Die.  The  black  jdaiil  was  to  bo  rc-dyetl  because  it  was  not 
well  dotii'.  The  artid  s  were  sent  to  m<'  by  said  ;.'iil  .ibout 
five  o'clock  on  the  afnrnonn  of  said  Friday,  wrapped  up  in 
the  said  twilli.l  cotton  cloth.  F  intt'iidcil  to  have  taken  them 
to  An<h  isnii  on  Saturday,  but  was  not  very  well,  and  unable 
to  go  to  Buchanan  Street.  |  was  not  out  on  Moiidav,  and 
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I  heard  that  some  ..f  jZZX  ■',  ",'"''^'  ■''"^  "^'^"^  ^'^y 

an.i.  having  th.m  i.^^^  ^1^:^];::;'  Y'^^''-  --  awantu,^ 
sent  them  ox!  to    Vvr    as  Lfnrl  '        r"*    inphten.,],    and 

articles  to  Mrs  D  ,  ij"  WaL  f'l  '""  '  '  "'^'^''''''^  '''' 
to  her  on  the  subject  iLd.^rhetT  i'"  t""  '""''  '''''' 
way  till  I  should  have  seen  Mr  ,  'T  ^"  ^  '^"^  «^  ^^le 

about  the  clothes      Kl   wl.  r     I  "^■-       ^  '"^"^  ™3-  i^"**l^=^"d 

the  K.th  current  u  .  '^  ^,  T'  .'^'T""  ■^■^'"'•^''^^-  "i^''*- 
Ayr  and  take  tla:n.  "  (  .^  t^  "]/:  ''""^*'^™  '-^''^  ^■-'- 
Fisoar.s  oiKce.   and  tell  al ,        /h.J  t  ^"^^f.  "^^  ^"  t^"  *''  ^^e 

'-;.ht  the  .ud  ,.X:iZ  t^t^:^,vih/^t"rf  ■  ■ ' 

;i  shop  in  Arffvk-  Street    nn  ti      i  f.  i       ,  •  '     ^  '^*"  ''"'v.   >" 

Jrssir  .MLAcin.AV. 

AlEXAMiEH  SlItATHEnN-. 

Officer,^  (fiiij^^    v^V?ir;n„        ■'  /"r-^    ^i'-iff'^IeK.-H 
therein   designed  Jes'ie  M     iV  h   or^'M 'f     '.'V'  '™'V'"^   ^•^^  ^^'•■ 

read  over  to  her    ■,,^,}   .....       i         l     ,   ,  -^    '" '^  ""   bomc' 

Sub.fitute    L     ,i    /       "■'^:"''■^^^'•^'■''   >>y  l"^r  and  the  Sheriff: 

^l..rdr-„;nee;„:";;a4'w     ''"■'""•    ""''    '*""'■"•''    W'Laughnn. 

John  Ckmmei,. 

PhTFll    MoinON-. 

1<ER.NARI>    M'LAicnu.v. 
TiniiD  DKn.AnATio.v. 


At  GlasjTov,  the  2 1st  ,]ay 
Alox.indor  Stratlurn. 
'Lanarkshire, 


•f  July,    isryj,   „,   rresence  of 
i'«]  .     Sheriff-Substitute     of 


Compeared.     Ji..ssi 
bv   h 


"-"'■r  M,  ,|k.  l>nson  of  (Jia  Jv      ,  .1  1  T  '. '^  '''"''^    * 

»y   her.    ,n    presence   of   S'   d<."  ,'ffs       J       ■"■''""""    ■"'''^"■'' 
^nd  IGth  davs  of  .1,,]     cumnfT  ''""""•    ""   ^^'^"    '<»'' 

--t.  ..,„.■„,.,„„  „„r:,,;:::  ,;!„t:„";i:;';:;"s„rJr".: 


*!< 


•11 

I 

1 


h    I 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 

■nhich  a  label  is  attached  ;  as  also  sis  pifces  of  wincey  cloth, 
to  wiiiL'h  a  label  is  attached  ;  as  also  twenty  pieces,  or  thcrtby, 
of  merino,  to  which  a  label  is  attached  ;'  and  beinfr  interro- 
gated, declares— None  of  said  articles  now  shown  me  belong 
to  me,  and  I  never  had  any  of  them  in  my  pnsse.-sion.  I  was 
not  wearincr  a  gown  of  the  colour  of  the  pieces  ui  merino  shown 
me  on  Friday,  the  4th  July  current.  I  am  now  shown  a  piece 
of  merino,  apparently  [lart  of  the  sleeve  of  a  gown,  to  which 
a  label  is  attached.  Declares  that  it  is  not  the  sletve  of  any 
gown  belonging  to  me  that  I  know  of.  I  had  at  one  time  a 
gown  of  the  same  colour  as  that  sleeve,  the  skirt  of  which  I 
gave  to  tlio  washerwoman,  Hluk  or  Adani^.  as  I  have  mentioned 
in  a  previous  declaration.  I  never  had  a  !.'o^^n  of  the  same 
colour  except  that  one.  The  body  of  thv-  irown  was  worn 
done,  and  I  gave  it  away  about  a  twelvemonth  ago  to  a  poor 
woman  who  came  to  my  door  :  nr  perhaps,  for  I  .-.m  not  quite 
certain.  I  may  have  thrown  it  int'^  the  ashjiit.  The  several  labeW 
aiiove  referred  to  are  dociiui'ttod  and  subscribed  as  relative 
hereto.        All  \\hicli  I  declare  to  be  truth. 

Jessik  M'liArnLAX. 

Al,E.X.\NDEK  StR-^THEKN. 

The  foregoing  declarati.in.  written  on  tliis  and  the  two 
preceding  pages,  by  Peter  Morton,  cLtR  in  the  Sherifl-clcrk's 
Office  in  Glasgow,  was  freely  and  vobintarily  emitted  by  the 
therein  designeil  Jessie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lachian,  while  in  her 
Rober  senses,  and  was  adhered  to  by  her  on  beinj.'  read  over  to 


nlT-Sulisiiiuii 


her.  and  was  sub,-;cril.ed  by  her  .-in.    th 

before  these  witnesses.   William  ll.irt.    writer  in   Gla.sgow,  the 

said  Peter  Morton,  and  Bern;ird  M'!-au'_rhIin. 

WlI,;,IAM    II  UtT. 

P     Morton. 

Bbknaui)    M'Lauohlin 


Evidence  for  the   Defence. 


The    counsel    for    the    pann 
ovidenco  in  exculpation  :  — 


then    .oidiKt-l    tho    followincr 


G.  Paton       1.   (Ieoroe   Paton.   ,  xnnuned   by   Mr.    Ci.ark— I   am   a   milk- 
man, and  I  h.ive  boon  for  Homc  time  in  the  habit  of  sujipiyinc 
milk  to  the  pe<iple  who  live  !\t  17  Sandyford   Place,        I  "sup 
plied  milk  to  that  house  in  July  last.        I   remember  hearing 
of  the  death  of  thi'  'ierviiit  in  that  iiouse  on  Tuesd.-iv  mnmine, 
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the  8th.       I  rememLer  having-  bfpn  nt  \i^    iri 

the  j.r.wou.s  Saturday.       I      5i         utV     '  ,     '™'"^  f  '^^'^^^  "°  '■  '''^'°" 

bov  named   Donald   M'On.rr  1    ■;,'•''*  ^^'«1'  ""••   '"  ^^h:r].   was  a 

Mr.  Hen.n,r'tuse  ti  :;*'™l/",:r  ""■"^'^-  ,'''''  ^ 
nKnute,s  to  eijrht  o'clock  m  the  nfrifii.  7"  -nd  twenty 
of  that.        I  came  vS  the  cart    but    H  J      "/  '™   '^"'^'^   ^"""^ 

tue  buy  Donald  went  up  .'nd  j  ',  ""' ^:;  "P/^  *''^' ^^^"■^^' 
answered  immediatelv.  ^i  d,d  Jot  s  f^""  ^^^"^  ^*  ^■'^» 
.aw  the  door  opened  a  .mall  bit  b,  t  dV  "  r"'"*;'-'  '''  ^ 
't.        There  wis    verv   lUto     M  ""*  "'*'  ^''°  "^^  ^* 

culd  not  p.v  much  a  tent,n.  •  '"  -P'"'"^  ''"^  '^"^"■-  I 
there  was  noi  muc  de  1.  V"  ..Tr'""  "'^"':  ^^^'P'*^  =  ^"* 
run?  twice.       Ko  m  Ik  was't.kpn       I     "'"  f"'''  "  '^''  ^^^^  ^^"^^ 

Did  vou  .see  old  Mr    11,.n,;,,^  at  either  oi  these  times, 

occasion  on  4  ch  f  'uvh ,,'%"'• '  ?,  '^T  ^''"-^ '-'il-  only 
How  lone.  I  as  the  bov   \fn       ''"  '!'''  '^f'^-^rnoon  of  Monday 

tross-e.xamined   bv  Mr.    (i-FFo-o— \,     ,k 
;n  .andyford  Place  to  whom  ;'"suiu:h  n.  !kf'  ?T  /^^"''" 
I  could  scarcely  tell  how  many         ^ '   '    """^-'^  P^'<^''  m-^"y  i 

TWe  a^  a  ,.;at  niany^mili^'Hur;,     :;;;„'    /.rjt';;""^"^- 
r>oes   It  frequently    h,<r,r,cn    at   tl,  ,•    ,    '"   '^  ^'''^^  t-^e. 

milk  n  not   r^nred/-'     ;;.;      ^       .  r'tl' V  "   "T';  ^''^' 
f^ome  of  them  do  not  g-t  it  '   "'"''  ''^  '^"'»^- 

•Mr   c;LAnr.-l>i,l  Iho  Fleming  al»av,  c-t  ,1  !-V,, 


>'    DoN'.M.D    M(,»u.u:hie.    examined    'v     \f,-     c,    ,        , 

used   to  fsn  there    with 


hi^'        /  /'"°''   Sandyfc^Wi'l^;;;,,    an, 

'"m.        I  know  old  .Mr,    Flemin-.  who  hves  there         I  n.      .     r 

h^-.n,  o^  the  death  .,f  the  servant  in  t;.;t';:;:;.e.    '  T^i^J 

Ih;,}  Z.t  1  ■"'      "^    •"'"!-'    ni'^rr    than    ono^ 

; '" ,  :t  wi ;;";  ::■  ;"\'^'/'r  ^^  --  a"--e.i  The  Zr 

Are  you   q„,te    sure   of   that?        And    nft..    ,.,.    J.,,:,.    __ 

'3^ 


'   1 

t 


Mrs.  M'Lachlan. 


if 


I>.  M-Quarrie  ,,B  the  .lo-r  tfu.  door  was  cpcncH-Yes  •   bv  oJ,I  Mr    P,       ■ 

Did  he  say  anyth.njr?-He  said  he  wa«  for  nae  mili         H. 

vL...  /a;^s;:rJ's:;rS;;ri;;"-ir-^-^-^'>-^ord 

Cm,ss-e.amined   l,y  Mr.    GiFFouD-l>id  vc,  find   a-n    d.v  on 
jn.ch  the  door  was  not  cpenc^  at  17  ^andyfurd  ria.e-at^aiU- 

i;;:'  ^;'\;:!^''i';  f  *  ^"  '^^^^^r  ^^''-»  *!--  bcH  was  rung?^-Yes 


Mrs.  Smith 


«i 


-Ml 


Mr> 


'-^  't-^-^—'   '^"'••^-    the  ,kreasf(    Jessie  Jf-Pher^on  I 

have  known  her  f„r  five  or  six  veirs         T  Lr.1  H  ■ 

oi  the  prisoner  niinv  a  t hue         si,,.  «n,,I,-o   ,  f  i        •    i''"''^'"- 

Iiina        Ti    4.  .  ^^'V.  ■"^^■^'^    -^I  i'herson   on  the   -J^th  of 

Til  ,     h      ''''  '"  ^'^"•^'"^■''•'ll  '^tre.t.       I  spoke  to  J,:; 

devil.'.     T,,e,,  .,.e  ,I,J  w,   r  1 1  id        "ho"'';:i"'H  ?   "''' 

her  Sunday  out,  and  stav  to  t^n       Ti,     "       '""-"t.  •'•''  it  wa, 
me    .he  would  tell  rne  when  ho  was  away  '  "^"'"  '''^'"''- 

^o,!)l"'^''^'.,"",'   "'l*'^'-^'-'nJ   tl'at  somethincr   to  refer  to?-! 
^^1^  cannot  toll  >on   what   ,s  the  cause,   because  .San.lv   i.s   w,th 
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war'dllSr:^;:;;^:^^;;-  5"^-^--'  that  Jessie  MPherson 
was  going  abroad      ■'  '^^'^"^'^ '"^"^  "^'vcr  said  to  me  that  she 


seen  ti,e  p,..oner  and  Jessie  M  I'hcr^on  totetV  '         T,       ^'"''^ 
tiu.te    good    tnend.     and    aiiectlonate.      '   " 'Tst    J^V^" 

Iti-'il  iiLVLT  lali"--     lUl    Uf   mn  t  1     ""'""''•"^^   liJ-tt  tJie  door 

■•^hout  them.  '''  ''''■  '^^"^  "^"^   ^'"-■'^'  ^""i   k:.ov,   all 


M.  M'Klnnon 


a-    a:i 
:   uho 


'H'cn.    and 


i  .St  eft    .n  the  ^^T'       ^  "'"f  ""  ^''^"  ^^^h  Novembe; 

■h.  FlerninV      *^'  -^"'  •^•"'""•>--     ^  ^^"^^^  =^  Koo<l  deal  .f  old 

w.at^^;^:;-tcn:;^-v2-^ -' ''-^  • 

>i.an''t!i^';,Ii^"'»i''y  ""J^V^  "'^'-e  r^nticularlv  after  her 
.!.  d'r- b:,n!!^>"  ^^^  '■"*  "^  '-'  ^"  -^^  ^^'"'  -^  nn.ing 
was  a  wirr  voma-.  -^I  Uktsoh  a  ntrong  woman  ?-She 


M.  M'Intyre 


wascd;S"T.^;t3  TV'"'  ""*,7--^  -»>-e  name 
f^o  relieved    and    f  t  r  f-o  I       J^""'* /'-^'en'-l    «l,at   l,e   should 

you    are    a   policeman    in    ah^i.^l^i^^^'^TlZS^T'^;- 


A.  Cameron 


ns 


11 


1    ( 


Mrs.   xM'Lachlun. 


Ill 


i       I 


4 


A.  Cameron  FI 


A.  M'Intosh 


Jv™     '■"■—"■'I'  '!»  iMvnti,,,,  a  p„i„g  in  h-  ,1.,  ,vi,„!o„, 

'•    Ann-  M'r.NTOsn.  oxamiiif,]  Iiv  Mr.  '^[vrrK^x      I     .»  .,     ■  . 
o    t,      pri-on.^  Mr.   M^.^hl^n/      H.r  lluibai^L-rs;^.;^;^: 
.  .   mat..       II,.    wages   are    .'ULs.    a    w.ek.       He   alu.v.s   lmv  • 

'l'u'•tMr;'M^LSr''•        '^--  -"-  1-bit  of  eivin. 

ri  ner  ch.ld  F—'ics,  sl.o  couM  .scarcely  come  out  <.f  her  bed 
mo^V.    "'■'^  '""'  "'  o,:cc./-Y.,:   she  was  cnfined  for  four 

Was  she  urnv.ll   i„   the  Rlooraie]a^v  house?— Yes:   she  lav 
there  for  six  weeks  at  onee.  '  ^ 
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Mr 


.    '-'FFo«;,_When      was      it     .I,,,      cr.  f 
sovt.rci-ns?_It  was  on  the  "tl,  V  .      .    " 
Wh'it  vf.-.r'     T     /x-  "  "  November. 

»wiat  M.,1  — Last  -November. 

•Vr.  .Maclean- Was   he  i„  „a. 
after  every   voyage?— Yes  •    i,,.    . 


ce. 


the     twcnty-fivo  A. 


M'Intosh 


hill, it 


f.l 


•ivilli,r       J,^^.,. 


every  voyage. 


;\vavs 


nuiiu-v 


pive  Jicr  moncv   after 


^fr.  FJcmi,;^   i^s^  i,:^;^,^;;^"'   -   -arching  the  house  cJ  "' 
fuly  last,     i  rememb' ;^;'  ^^^J';;  t,^'".    I'V^''^"^  ^^^ 
I'f<h-u<,m.        'i'here   was  -i   IVtl .  1 1  "  ^  '^^'■-   f^ennntr's 

..I«".t  3   fe,t  Ions   |,.  „,,„,„  .,   ^^C,.i        l'"  '  '''"  "' 
c;tnvas  basr.     It  wis    il-^  ^     i  ,i       .     "''■'"■       ^t-  ^.-i^   a  m-ev 

canvas,  su^.et,  n'  I  k  '",,:  ba^n'/'l'  ''  "'^^  "^'^^  "*'  ^^-■•- 

Lord    De...s-I.%   Jt   not    it?  ".°T. ''^°^'"  ^"^• 
witrjoss  .aid   it  W.S  l"l'^i:'f '^'^  "^""""^   '*    ^^   'i^^^^. 

n^rk;  !iin~o/the^^;*;!;fo^'V^-!^  ^-^^  ^''-  ^'  ^^'-dy 

«:•  one  side  of  the    n-.  ^  ..".^r-  T   T  '"  '^'"  '^"'^^'^ 

•'"CO  of  blood.      It  an,;,,-  t     ,      ?  '  ;''"*'  ''•■^•"  ''  '•■■'■"*  "Pl-^'ar- 

Mi^ht  it  not  I,.,",  ^"  "'^  *''  ^e  not  new. 

iht  ;l          ^       ,'^  "-'  '''^^"  sonipthino- ei-'—ATv  in.nr.    ■        ■ 

til.. t  it  was  blood.  ■r^<->--      m\    ur.prc.>s;on   is 

j^^S  ^i*^''t^J"!;;!  ;f',r"'  r-"  -'''^ ""'  ^^'^'>  ^'"^ '  -?-i 

ir-Tt  ^,,,1  r  •      *'''-'  c'ffit'er.s  took   it   uwav   t  ,    \r 

"o^nln^i'™-'-  ^'-^  --  receipt  for  it.  ''^L;^^^^^^^ 

__ne.,ave  you  a   reeoipt  for  it  alo.^  with   th.  o,:.,.  things  ? 

nKirks?_Mr.  MCall  hnnd^Atl,  Ine  "  "'^'""""^  ''  *^«^ 

I  Ki  you  call  his  att<  .'itirui  to  it?— Vfr   \rr.,n 

That  was  i„  the  house ?_!„  the  ho.s.. 

Wr.-dy  .pot.s  ..pon  it    ;,nd!./T' ;!,?!.'■'''  "^  '°"^"  '^'^^''-  ^''''^ 
of  tirSr""'   ''^  '^'-    '^'^'^^-^^^  --  ->'l-  '1'^  covenn. 


Jeffrey 
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K.  Jeflrey 


if 


A.  M'Call 


n  the  -same  bc.„.oo,M?_ Yes   in  the  s:u>,e  bedroom 
(.^hov.ii   label    .N„.    50.)        Ja  that   it?~V,.«        Tf    •  '       , 
nan-o.v   «tnp.     (Witnes/here   potlf  ~t      ,0    bLTv^  °?.t'' 
upon  the  strip,  which  was  hvivLl  r„  tl  .>  ;  r J  r  ^  *"' 

.sttnied  to  be  C.M  at  the  time  I  .au-  them  tirst.  " 

Ihe.v  are  yor.v  small /-Yes,  verv  small. 

ca^fe^cil^^^rtli^r^''^^-^''^^  -^  -   "'^-'   ^'-   • 
cl.^...-There  was  ,.  blL^J^ItT'J^Ud^l^ruil^^hiSh  !' 

..^;r&:"^hri^^;.;t^^^^^ 

Ws  Wr.  Fleming  in  cu.';tody  at  the  time?— Yes 

Uh.a  you  made  your  search/- We  had  him  in  custudv  wh-n 

Mr.  I'iemin;,^  was  still  in  tuslody  then?- Yes 

Ana  y..«  made  a  search  in  the  house  i„  ,.rder  t..  find  evidenco 

Ctmpbeli  the  det."tive  '    '    '•"''    "^""-    ^^'^''    •^'^• 

oft-t-hmlT/'-"'  '-l^'''"^  ''"''^   ''^^^   ^^^'^I'-i   vour  notice 
o^  ti,at  kind  that  i.s  evidence  of  Mr.  FI..Muii.;;'«\,.ilt 


.r  »i 


thr 


\Miat  d:;y  wai  that  ?— It  v.as  Tuesday    th  ■  '^tt,    I,  Iv       Tt 
gP^ared  to  be  marks  .,f  blood  npon  it.  'l  thl^lt^,  J^: 

wir^^/""  '•'-^'"7^''^'7!'^ther  ,  Jd  Mr.  Flemuip  told  vou  that  ti^e 
open  0,1  Saturday  normnjr,  the  oth  Julv 

V     'he  ^^:Ildo^v  wa.s  smbbed  m  the  inside 

Lord  DEAS-That  is,  it  was  fastened /-It' was  fastened  by  . 


sin! 


^33 


■lli 


'I 


-Evidence  for  Defence. 


^^i'^:.   you  saw    it  on    Monda;- a.  M-Cai; 


.  7''-,  'V^'^-'^Va.   It   fastened 

the  bag  new  or  ,dd  '-1    see    '  7      ,'?  tL,.  mark  of  blood  on 

wa^;a.d  after  tho  blood  ^-^o"  ft     "  "^'■^'  '^"'^  "^  "  "'«  '-?  ^''^^ 

What  was  i„   it?-Tla.;e    vL    f  d    tv     r'f  '"'T'-^'  ^"■^'"-^'^• 
Spoiled  linen? — Ve.s 

Jell' I'iLTrvori' ,;:;■■■■'■' """'  ''^^  «"■  '■■"<-'«-  <■■■  '^-ri".- 

.^"i'X:;".'"^  '•'-  '■■■"•''-■ "--  •"'■'  •■>'"  .ics,,.,  „„  i, ,, 

But  you  cannor  tell  in  v.hnt  inrf  ,f  fi      i     . 

Mr    CLUiK—U;  I  ,.  >        '  ?"  "^'^  ^''^  bc('room?— Xo 

.11.  LLutK— Did  you  look  at  the  area?— I  d;d 

^\e.e  there  any  nnirk.s  of  f„„t,^tep.?_  v,    ,^  ^  "  ^  ,,        •„      . 


iir^DE^s  a  kd'if  til' v""  "'"^'}'"''^-   ^^'-*^-   ^-n^^- 
:■    intinie.       (I',,   Wi',u.<>;\     ^  ,  i    •        V ,      "^    ^'-t^'ess  m    the 


T 


Hi.  I    voil    se( 

tlic  railing  foment  thenn 
Did  they  ffo  aw^v?     Did  you  see   wj.at 


T!,ev 


for 


'Ut  five  minute.:,  r.nd 


hat   beea 


!ne 


>i  theni?- 


t'len  one  of  ther;i  w.nt 


con 
''■fmcn. 

Von  are  quite  .uro  of  that  ?_]  am.   o„ite 
*  ross.e,,mme,l   by   ^f,,   C,,,o,u,_w4 
^as  clear  davli!>],t 


it   d:irliq:hf?--Tes 


_  Lord   DeAS— T   tbr.no-hf    ve- 

'£■5,  but  it  was  quite  clear. 


It 


"S  i!i  iiio  evemnirf — 


C.  Campbell 
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C.  Campbell        M..    (;„■,.,.,_],.!   y  ,,,,„.,_,   ^.^^^  ^^  . 

thu  li  uiicu  tiiey  parte,!,  aii.l  one  oi  the  women  passed' me 
""'  """  '■*  *  ■■■;v"ion  po  in  before  you  passed?— I  uas  g(,in.- 
f  >o.   J 8  when  they  came  out  of  No.  17 


lailiiin'   to   sjieak   to    a    in; 


o:ie    <  f 


aril] 
the 


-Yt 


and    I  taw 


J)i(l  one  f'f  tliL 
out  of  the  door 
after    I    went    t.i  the 
women   wtiit  jiast  me. 

l>Oid  Dkas— I  liave  al!  tiiis  (h,wn  before. 

Mr.    CiKFoKD— Vou  heard   tlie    door   shut /- 
the  woman  f,'o  in,  and  saw  her  sliut  the  door 

I!ow  do  you  remember  Satur.h.y  ni-ht  in  place  of  Friday 
ni?ht  or  some  previous  ni,crht?-I  had  a  letter  which  I  turned 
back  to  the  post  olfice  to  j.o.st :  an<l  yshou  I  jrot  ho-nc  on  Tuesday 
mornm;;  I  asked  my  Landhuly  as  to  the  time.  The  letter  was 
to  my  father  Donald  t  ampbell,  who  lives  within  three  miles 
ot  Jtlmn.      I  did  not  thiidi  of  sendin;;  for  the  letter. 

iiy  Mr.  (lauk— 1  rememl)er  myself  that  it  was  on  Sntnrdav  1 
wrote  the  letter. 

Tho  proof  in  eieulp.uio:!  was  lure  detlartxl  to  be  closed. 


Tho  Advocate-Deputes  Address  to  th 


;  UP', 


Mr.  Gifford         J,,.   ,  „,,„„,^  ^,^^.,^  addressed  the  ju.v  as  tolions  :  - 

May    It    pleaso   your    lord.ship ;    pentlemen    of    tho   jurv— At, 
the    close    ot    this    mo.t    important,     protracted,     and    "some- 
what complicated  imiuiry,  it  becomes  mv  duty  to  address  vou 
on   behah   of  the  down.        In    doii.fr  so  I  think    I    need   not 
hesitate   to   express  tl„-   d.  ep  f.rlin-  of   anxiety  and    responsi- 
I'^litv   un,l.  r   vi,ul.   1  nv.      It   uili   1,.    my  duty 'to  point  out  tn 
you  as, shortly  as  I  c:  n-i  h..pe  I  .shall  be  able  to  do  so  satis- 
factc.n]y— the  mode  and  nature  in  which  the  dififcrent  i.ems  of 
evnlence    whkh    have    been    laid    '-efore  vou    .luriiig  tiie    past 
tliree   .lays   bear  ui)on   the  issue  ..r    nuestions  which   vou   have 
to  try^     It  will  be  my  duty  to  tell  you  what,  in  my  o'pinion.  is 
the  effect  and   import  of  that  evidence,  and  t<.  ask  a  verdict 
from  you      I  feel  it  will  be  my  dutv  to  ask  from  you  a  verdict 
"punst  the  prisoner.        Hut  I  ^^U\  set  a  tr.iard  '.ipon  mv  lips- 
as  I  have  done  all  thn.u-h,  or  en.leavoured  to  do  all  "throuL'h 
this  trial— that  I  may  say  lu.thinff  or  do  nothinsy  that  ia  not 
onh    lair  to   the   prisoner— T.nd  forbid   thnt   I    should   do  anv- 
thin<r  unfair— but  that  I   shall  say  nothinjr  which  is  imt  wnV- 
rarited,  and  not  only  va.-ranted  but   demanded  ,,!    me   by  th< 
public  duty  which  is  laid   u[i(,n  nie. 

A  Hoed  has  been  done  vhich  has  startled  rs.  which  has 
made  the  ear  .f  the  j.ublic  tinple— an.l  it  is  necessary  for  tho 
safety  of  socie.y,  nnrl  that  the  millions  in  this  civilised  cou.itrv 
may  live  in  peace,  that  the  pcrpetrat-rs  of  such  deeds  should 
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'^ ■""'■>i'i-"'i'i  ,./...(..„.«,./,  I 
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ho  tracked  ;inil   nunislioi!        \,  i  i 

the  elements  of  the  evidence  n'n   H,   .  ,      i  1''"')    ''  '  '"'■ 

at  your  hand.;  and  first  of         i      ,  '''"'"?  ^?  ''''^'  ""  '''■"^''' 

ment  wh.ch  is  placid  Sf:!"".'    ^     ■  ""  "    ''  '''  ''  '''^  ""'-'- 

01  ootn.     ijut  j-ou  will  see  at  aun--  ti,.,f  »i    ..  -  "  ■   -'"uj 

no    h  ;:  her    crime  \i,l       ,,.     ,.  i       i  "-"-u^  mere    is 

:E:ti.«i-H£  ?S■^-- 
in  tlie  first  place   th.  crinj;  IIX^:^^':  ^'^r^.J^W:,-;!:^ 
I  propose    in  the  fir.t  ,,la..e.  t„  t.k..  the  'rin f  the  r;,.! 

upon  T\li!c(i  that  chari'e  ro^t-;       I   t-ilte   If   ♦,',.♦   1  i   A      . 

it  .-.11  clear  the  .ron^l  and  en:.i,i:";    .    V  ,    ,  IIX:.,  ,  T'l 

t^  jr  ;n  ;;::r  ir 

po^sessiMi  of  the  (occased  Jes.i,.  M'Pherson.  This  is  the  first 
th'e'inr";''  ':  ''%'  "''''•  ■'''"'"""^''  i^  '^  •''^  KeC.  d  .ar"o 
prnpcrt}  of  Mr.  Flenumr.  accountant.  v,|,„  ,vn.s  put  into  H>« 
^'■T.  and  proved  them  to  ho  his  pn.pertv.  His  Ion  I,  In 
Frmin.  jun.or.  did  the  same.  nL  /..thor.  old  ir.  F,e„  i t" 
J.l  the  .a.nc.  an.l  prove.!  them  to  ha-o  been  in  the  house  fn 

tJmt  place  there  they  -verc  n.is,ed  in  a  day  op-two  afterward,- 

«4l 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


Mr.  GifTord  (!,e  beginning  of  nest  week— scan Ii.d  f,.r.  an,!  t,r,t  four.l       Wo 
cannot  doubt  the   lact  tiiat  these  are   the   articles— tliat  the^o 
Avere  in  Mr.  Meniinfr's  pos.'^ession  up  to  that  tinie.  anrl  tliat  b 
the  beginning   ot    tlie    weei;,    Monciav    ,.,■    i'u.s-iay     they  v  ere 
atnissmg.     Where    ^vere  they    found.'     In    Lundie.    the    pawn- 
hroker  s.      \ou  have  then,  found  there,  and  given  up  bv  Lundie 
o  the  p.hce.      Who  took   then,   there/       The   prisoner  at  the 
bar.     \»hen  di.l  she  do  this?       On  h;atuidav,  tlie  oth  of  July 
t<lie  1.S  identified  by   young   Lundie.   the   person    to    ^vh(,nl   the 
goods  were  given  ^^lwn  they  were  pled-ed.      You  heard  of  the 
conver.sation  that  took   plate   when   t!ie  articles  were  pawned 
and    wnat  opportunities  young  Lundie   had   of   peeino-  her    of 
making  sure  of  h<>r  person,  and  there  can   tie  no  d<.uht  on' the 
subject.     The  other  j.awnbroker,   Lean,   d.  es   not  identify  the 
wo„;an;   but   he  lieard  the  conversation,   and   heard   the  "name 
given   under  which  the  articles  were  pledged.      You  heard  the 
prisoner's     declaration     admitting    that    these     articles     wer.' 
pledgcl    by    l,rr,    givuiL'   v.hat,    in    an    ordinary   case,    in    the 
conmion   run  .  f  cases   vshich   you   have   to  tiv   here     would   be 
c  ill.d  .ill  mcre.liblc  and  a  false  storv.      And",  accordinsriy   vou 
have  liere,  in   reg.ird  to  these  silver  an.!  plated  articles.  Vl-.a' 
you  have  often  been  t.  Id  in  trials  in  this  Court,  the  ordinarv 
the   natural,    and   the  best  evidence   in   the   v.orld— the  things 
lost,  stolen,  found  in  the  possession  of  another  partv  who  pawi.s 
thcin  or  otherwise  disposes  of  thcni  so  recently.  a:.'d    •.ho.  after 
being    aj)prelunded.   cannot   give   any  account    of    them.'      No 
fartiier  back   than    the   bcginnin;'   of   this  week    we  had  many 
such  eases  on  whieii  co:  mictions  vcre  got.     This  bcin"  a  n  cr° 
question  of  theft,   I   ask  you  if  tlu  se  articles  were  stolen,  and 
stolen  by  the  pri.soner? 

But  then  the  second  set  of  nrticlcs  is  in  .1  somewhat  different 
riosition  li,.tn  this.  Ibit  under  the  charge  of  theft,  snpoo.'.e 
there  had  I>ecn  no  murder,  it  would  bo  much  the  stime  as  to 
these  articles  as  it  is  in  regard  to  the  silver-plated  articles. 
It  would  bo  necessary  f.r  the  prosecutor  to  l)rin!r  them  into 
the  possession  of  the  prisoner,  or  to  find  her  usintr  them  as  her 
own.  to  find  her  unable  to  give  nny  account  of  them.  Ri;: 
1  will  defer,  for  this  is  just  one  of  the  pnints  upon  which  tho 
evidence  of  tlie  two  crimes  mixes,  in  reference  t<>  this  j  nint, 
what  I  may  have  to  say  upon  the  r.idence  that  l)ri'n(rs  the 
drisses.  enumerated  on  page  'J  of  the  indictment,  into  the 
possession  ..f  the  prisoner  tmtil  I  come  to  speak  of  the  other 
charge.  I  o.dy  go  on  to  sny  in  regard  to  tliis  charge  of  thelt 
that  if  Toti  nre  satisfied  that  thesp  drosses  came  into  possession 
of  the  prisoner,  were  recently  found  in  her  possession,  and  tho 
ncctised  found  .lispovinff  „f  them,  then  vou  will  have'  no  diffi- 
culty whatever  in  fiiidine  hor  truilty  of  theft :  and.  thereforo, 
pent!.!-,.-!,  I  dismiss  this  part  of  the  casr  with  those  very  few 
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obsLTvatioiis,  very  (-(.nfidcntK-   .,  i-:.  i- 

fiuchng  the  ,.r.«,ner  guilty  of  the  crin,e  of  thrlt' 

Gentleme.i,    this     case     stands,   perhaiK.    un,,rece.l«it  J     'n 

rtfi.ejice   tu    this   c  laifro  of   nii.r,!..-     ..J         "' K*-«^«'>«-"t.a      in 

4.1,  1.  I  iiiai^u  oi  raiiiiioi,    ainiiiif'  the  maiiv  rr  m(>< 

that  have  ever  taken  nl  ipo        i«-  ;,  ,     ^'"v    «-'imts 

1  •  k   •         ..       Kihtii  place.       it  IS  uiicouiiiassed  w  th  iiivsteiv 

you   heard    read   on   Wednesday  morning?  L   th-,t     Se!     h 

ploa   .,1   not  .guilty,   the  pannol    nlle.^e8  th  a  Je  •  io   M 

was  rnr.rdered  bv  James  Flemin-  ^  ^  ''^""'' 

in'Sr?t^Ss'tx;';:th'i;^in\;''''^^  '^  r'^'^v^  -^^ 

certainly  not  trying tlu^'ca^e*;!?:,  r'.  Cnl  ^t!^  /^'^^^^ 

ne  in    ictrnent.     The   question    is  not  wh.th^r  .lanios  Fleniinj^ 

"liSf^;  i::ri'ti'"*  r'^^'"'-  ^^^  ^^■-"-  "^  ^'-  >- ' 

^■iiiuy  or  innocent  of  the  charge  made  ap-iin^t  T,e.-         ti    *    ■ 
the  .westion   to   .LiH.   your  ntV.ntion'r;:;^  t       rccte'-Ui" 
.  the  only  question  uhich  you  can  answer  in  th^s  Tomt       oS 

.  hfr  puilt,  all  questions  of  the  c,uilt  or  supposed  -uilt  of  any 

t  ..It  other  per«on   be  James  Fleniinp  or  some  other  Dnrtv     n 
,.v„     you  vdl    inquire    into  these   matters     ofely  ^"  th    th^ 
'".  and   only  to  the  .fleet,   of  asrertaininp  whether  or   not 

-'-   'f    proof    has    !,een    laid    hefore   you.   if'  circnmstrnreJ 
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Mrs.   ArLachlan. 

Mr.  cifford  anu.untine  to  pn.of  hav.  been  brou^rht  out  in  eviHeuce  before 
>ou  to  lead  you  to  suppose  that  tiie  deed  vas  done  not  bv 
the  prisoner  but  by  some  one  else,  or  may  have  been  done  bv- 
some  ..nee  se,  on  reasonable  {,robabi]ities,  you  v.ill  unnu.stinn- 
ably  pve  her  the  benefit  of  v„ch  a  d.oubt  an,l  acui  her  of 
the  charge  whirh  has  been  made  a-ain^t  li-r 

But  the  euilt  of  .lames  Fle,.Minfr  is  not  the  subjeet  of  inquiry 
at  ad.  It  s  possdde  „,  erunes  of  this  kind  tint  n.ore  th.vi 
one  (,er-on  has  connection   «ith   it       If  ,'uilt  is  brought   home 

h.,"m't  ••  'i';\ " "'"""''  ^"  ^'^'  -^--''-ly  el-  i-d : 

sn.irc  in  it.  If  there  were  more  nmroerers  tlian  one    if  tj.,. 

prisoner  « ere  one  of  them,  you  must  hn.l  a  verdict  of  ^uiltv 
apunst  her.  Lo- the  .uiestion  ahv.ays  is.  and  the  only  question 
is,  Is  the  prisoner  ^milty  or  is  she  not  guilty?— not  had  she 
coniederates,  not  was  she  alone.  The.e  are  not  the  question' 
and  your  verdict  will  not  fii,d  anybodv  else  concerned  in  the 
crime.  Ihat  is  no  part  r,f  your  verdict:  all  that  vour  verdict 
can  hnd  ,s  whetlier  or  not  the  jirisoner  was  c<,nccrned 

F  nov.-  pass  to  what  is  n-enerally  the  hrst  n.att-r  of  inouirv 
in  a  ca-ce  such  as  this.  Was  there  a  murder  committod?  Was 
Jessie  Mlher.on  murdered  on  or  about  ;he  4th  dav  of  .Julv 
186-,  or  on  one  or  oth-r  of  the  days  .,f  the  m.mth?  '  \  day  cr 
two  ,..  not  Tuateria  I,ecause,  m  a  matter  of  evidence,  even"  the 
dnte  .necihed  would  l,e  sufficient.  Was  .Jessie  MTherson  nvir- 
dered(  Now.  I  will  onlv  recall  t.  your  ,eco]:ecli<,n  the  ^Mt. 
nc'^ses  and  the  evidence  which  was  given. 

V,,u  !ie,,rd   ;i   .i-'reat  number  of  witnesses  tell   the  appearai.r. 
the    ro.Tn    m    Ml.    I.h.mintr's    house    presented    on    the    Mon.bv 
afternoon.      '^  „u    heard   the    description  of   the   room,    ami  voi, 
li.'ard    the    .lescription    of   the    body;     voi,    have    hear.l    ^jth 
rxtrem.e  mnmtene.s  an  .account  of  the  wom,ds  ,.,i„l  injuries  which 
bad   b,..-,    infhcfr.l   upon    tl„.   doeeased.        The  liodv  was  fnm.i 
ymg     ace  .h,wnwards  on  the   fi.or  in    fro^  .,f  the  bed.  nak.d 
from  tho  ^,al..t  downward.,  the   head  and   tipper  parts  covered 
with  a  ,:nik  cloth-one  of  the  witnesses  called  it  a  carpet.      On 
the    b,.dv    there    were—I    am    almost   afraid    to  sav    it— nearly 
forty  wounds-wounds  on   tl  .■  head,    wotmds  on   ti.e  neck   anil 
shoulders.  ,"nd  wouiHls   on   ti,e  hands   an.l   wrists.      Hear   what 
ti.e    medical   evidence   says    about   those  wounds—'-  The   heid 
was    dreadfully    mnneled.    and    the    hair   was    dishevelled    and 
matted    «ith   blood.     Two   deep    incised  wound,  passed    tran<- 
versely  across  the  bridge  of  the  nose,  divi.lin-  the  soft  pirt^ 
•ind    the   bones.      Another    transverse   wotmd.    ."U    inches   h.n" 
crossed   the    forehead    in   the    middio   lino,    .nd    cleft    the   outer 
table  ,(-,nly)  of  the  skull.       0„  the  riirht  sido  of  the  neck  eleven 
woun.is    could    he    distinctly    distimrnished.         The.e    partook 
partly  ...f    the    rhnracter    of    lacerated,  coiitu^.  <1.   and    inci^o  1 
woui  Is,       The  right  ear  was  destroyed,  .and  the  ritdit  half  <f 
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ti.e   lowtT   jaw    was   brc.km    int..   fra[riueiits  SomP    ,f    fV, 

wounds  penetrated  ,1,.,,,,,  tlw„„.i„„n   .hei    ..hok^M       Su!  '"'  '''"''" 

others    o,dy   passed    deeply    at    tla.r    anterior    ext     n  it'v 

dii.tl,   „f  |,enetrati.,n    deceasinrr  as   *hvv  exf..,,,).  I   I        ' 

Tiuy  vaned   in  length  fro.n  A    n,,)    .i     f  i"n^    f 'l  ,  1';^""'''" 

fiimitv  of  S(.nie  „f  then,  ^^as  l,r„l-.„       Ti  '"^""'    ■''"'   "'^'   >■""■ 

ri"ht  side  uf  rl   .   .1  '""l^^'"-      H.e  preat  vess. !.  of  the 

wny    .etween  the  r.crht  ear  and  the  crown  of  the  he  tie  s^  a'l  i 

^as  divided  l,y  two  cuts,  each  :U  inches  loner       'n  1       *^ 

-.n  one   another.        A  third    iiision  tv  "L.   u^uJlu      ?'i 

;--"     t'-n    the    skul,     .,.    aeepiv    Vk^f  .     ,„      n      "  ;h::  Iv 

examination.    Dr.    Fl,.n,in.-r   t^.I    [1,.     \i     •      ,  I'"-t-""ortem 

^porters  conside      then.^dv^'    uLlhcf 'rd!;,:  ■  i;;',;::!;,^ 

■""'  ^'-    -"'   -t-oia,     ■  ;.oei  V    7-'^^^H  '""rdered, 

place  within    three  davs     n     t',,  t     ' l-     ''"'■ .''' ■'^''  »'■"'  '•''<'■" 
rlraver  fur   cutti,,..  n.e.t'  or    ,     i   nV  ''"   ^"■'^^'■""""^    •''«    a 

UMv  to   have   cmised   t  .V  f  ;  ,  '''  "''■■'^""-   ""^     '"'  ""^«t 

(fi)  that  all  tho  woun    .    n  t     '       I      ;';""','''^":V  f^'  ''^•■•^''  -■ 
01-  'Lose  on  the  nos      ',d     „  .    .     ,      '■'"'•  "'"'  ^''^  "'^'T'tion 

I'v  a  person      a  d  L;     ,     tl  "''l  '  i''''"-'T^l^-  '--"  in(i,.-red 

on   the   .'round      /rTt,        '    ''"''•■^'"'  :'^  ^'"^  '^^-  ""   l'--"  f-re 

«tren.th^how^,:';,::'■;;,,:!^:s^;:■;;';;!:1!„;:r^"^ 

li.Tl  heen   drawn   l)v  the  head    nitl    tl       '  '  !^*^  '""'•^ 

H>o  lohhy  fron,  the  kitchi;;;!  t;::';j'^'::::;i/^'^''^^--''^-'''''^^ 

in  savin""',  r  ;r"'"'"^-,  ^^"  '"^""'••''  ""■"    ''-J  ""   'i-ficnltv 
Several   of  t),  .  „  ?',  •   "^'"^''  ""^"^  ^^  '^<^ath   existed 

"i".  «i.l' ;:,.:  ;:::'„''r!,';:,r:;,r.';,":._ :  "-■'  ,■■■■'  —h 
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MS 


i  ly  ^\ 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


V  '*l'  ^ 


mm\ 


Mr.  GIfford  would  hanily  entur  into  the  mind  ot  anv  ..iie,  ami  the  only  con- 
clusi,,n  tluivfore  that  can  be  drawn  i"s  that  tlie  woman  N\as 
murdeied.  Dr.  Watson  said  tliat  it  was  quite  impossible  that 
the  injuries  could  have  been   iiiriieted   bv  herself. 

Well,  then,  are  you  satisfied  that  .lessie  Ml'lierson  was  mur- 
d'Ted?  Ihat  IS  the  jioint  y(,u  have  to  consider  before  pciiiii- 
any  farther.  If  there  uas  no  murder,  thm  there  can  have 
been  nu  murderer.  If  Khe  died  fr-.m  natural  causes,  if  she 
killed  herself,  if  she  die<l  from  acciilental  causes  then  there 
18  no  murder:  but  surely  I  do  n.n  need  to  detain  v..u  one 
moment  upon  such  a  question  as  that.  I  cnntent  my.self 
ther.'fore  with  liavinfr  read  tlio  conclusion.s  in  t  medical 
report,  without  referrinn:  to  the  evidence  which  was  piven  'n 
reference  thereto,  as  abxilutrly  conclusive  on  the  point  that  a 
murder  had  been  comnutted,  a  murder,  in  the  laiiL-iiae,.  ,,f 
the  rejiort,  of  extreme  ferocity. 

You  heard  a  pood  deal  of  evidence  as  to  whether  there  mipht 
not  or  was  not— for  if  they  did  not  mean  that,  I  do  not  know 
what  they  did  mean— whether  there  was  n.it  a  key  in  the 
mside  of  Jess  MI'lierson's  bedroom  hv  which  that  "bedro.un 
had  been  locked  from  tlie  inshle.  P„tii  the  wind..ws  of  the 
ri.om  were  stanchioned,  and  no  ,,ne  can  <ret  out  or  in  by  these 
windows  of  the  bedrnom.  If  the  door  was  locked  from  the 
inside,  then  it  follows  that  the  party  who  inflicted  thr  injuries 
must  have  been  herself.  It  woiiM  r.,mc  to  suicide.  It  is  very 
common  for  those  who  commit  suicide  to  lock  the  door  and 
then  dn  the  thin?.  Surely,  pentlemen,  there  can  be  little 
difficulty  about  that.  There  was  no  key  in  the  inside  of  that 
iloer.  Mr  .Tohn  Fletninc  himself  was  ticrfectlv  distinct  upon 
that.  He  s'ljd  ■■  There  \\as  no  kev.  I  did  not  push  out  anv 
key,  and  no  key  fell  on  the  floor.  If  there  had  been 
I     wouh!     have      seen     it.  I      wouM      liave     put     rnv     foot 

upon  it  as  I  entered."  Dr.  Watson— he  was  brou-rht 
y.n,  remember,  by  Mr.  Fleminir,  who.  upon  discovcr- 
inu-  the  state  (if  matters,  ran  from  door  to  door,  and  down  the 
etre.>t  to  '-et  a  neitrhb(.ur  to  ccine  in,  in  the  distres^sinp  position 
in  winch  he  was  placed— Dr.  Watson  seems  to  have  thought 
that  Mr.  I'leimnnr  said  somethino-  iyi  the  storv  he  pave  about 
pushing  a  key  out.      Mr.   Fleminp.  vxhen  eianmie.l.   said,   "  He 

mu,t  have  iMi>uinh  rst 1  n,e."      .And  is  not  that  the  necJssarv, 

the  only,  e.Tplanatmn  of  it  I  N„l)ody  dnubts  Dr.  Watson"'8 
eood  faith.  He  supposed  he  was  poinp  to  see  a  suicide.  But 
that  IS  excluded  by  the  character  of  the  injuries,  and,  accord- 
niL'lv.  i!,ere  M,  ms  no  possibility  ■  f  supposing  that  tiie  key  was 
in  the  mside.  for  it  w.,s  s.-archc!  -or  by  the  <,f»ieers  and' could 
not  be  tound.  Tla-  only  kev  was  tlie  key  which  has  },een  taken 
possession  of— the  key  of  the  pantry.  "  It  was  found  to  open 
both  doors. 
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N<nv,  jrcmloi.ien,  the  only  .,tl>cr  matter,  jaihaps,  upnn  this  Mr.  GifTord 
l.nnch  ul  the  case  is— \\  ere  tlie  fatal  «nuii.ls  intiicted  sub- 
-raiitially  in  the  nianncr  deserilir,!  in  the  indntment,  with 
a  cleaver  or  ch(>i)per,  or  sdiiie  similar  uistniiuent  ■'?  V(,u 
have  had  laid  before  you  a  chopper  proved  to  he  the  chopper 
v.hich  lay  in  the  kitchen  of  Mr.  Flemins's  housi.'.  The  old 
servant  identiHed  it  that  it  was  the!-.  V,,,!  ha.l  it  i,„imi  hy 
the  (iffieens  and  taken  possession  of  hy  thein  in  thu  course  of 
the  inquiry  whieh  was  instantly  iiistituted  ;  and  vou  had  the 
medical  men,  all  of  ihetn  v  ithout  e.xcefition— Dr.  Watson  Mr 
Jo-eph  Flenun<r,  and  iJr.  Maeleo.l— sayinL'  that  is  tlie  iristru- 
nieiit,  or  an  edfjred  instrument  like  that,  which  iidlicted  the 
j.lons  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  murdered  \^onlan. 
There  .seems  to  be  no  ditt'culty.  no  pos.Mhlf  diilii  ulty  on  that 
p'.iiit,  and  that  relieves  yc.u.  'l  thiid<,  iro,,,  ail  imniirv  as  to 
the  question  whetiier  the  murder  was  committed,  and"  I  need 
address  you  only  ..n  the  (luestion  xxho  was  the  murderer,  or. 
rather,  it  is  not  who  was  the  murd-nr,  but  whither  :he  iiri.-oiirr 
was  or  was  not  the  murdorrr.  You  are  not  on  a  rovinjr  coia- 
iai>sion,  askiii;:  who  did  th-  dred.  V,,u  are  (,nlv  askefl— Did 
t'l"  prisoner  at  the  liar  do  it? 

lontlemen,    in    approachim:   this    .piesiion,    I    think    it   rlpht 
V<  make  a  sinLde  oiist^rvation   in   r"h'rrnce  to  what   I  am  .sure 
■nili   be  said   aiiout   eircuni:' mtial   evidence.        It   will   be  said, 
'■  This   is   a   pure   ease  of  circu..istantial   evidence.        There   is 
nothing  but  circumstantial  evidence  against  the  accused;  there 
IS    no    direct    junot    lirouLdit    or    can    !)<■    brou-ht    against    the 
accused,    and   it    is    a   dangerous   thinsj:   to   cmvict    on    circum- 
stantial   evidence.'         Genth  vien,    that    is    an    ob.servation    in 
"Inch  I  think  you  will  not  be  able  to  concur.      It  drpcnd.  upon 
th-  kmd  ,,f  circumstantial  evidence  :   it  dejien-ls  upon  the  nauire 
ot    ihe  circumstantial    evidence,    lor    vcrv,    verv   oiten.    gentle- 
men,   circumstantial    evidence    is    far    more    satisiact.iry    than 
Wliat   IS  railed  dinrt   evidmre.       It    i>    le,v<   lial)le   to   coriMlition. 
A  direct  witness  may   lie:   he  may  dream;   he  may  l>elieve  he 
saw   what   ho   never   saw.      But   when    the   evidence  consists   of 
isolated  little  circumstances,   none  of  them  pointinir  to  a  deed 
directly,  none  of  them  constituting  a  deed  directly,  but  lequir- 
iiig  to  be  pieced  together  and  united,  when,   I   s'ay,   these  are 
circumstances,    and    these   are    woven    into    a    chain    which    is 
found  ultimately—one  tliim:  with   another  or  one  person   with 
another— to  go   tog.tho,-,  ,|,at   is   satisfactory  evidence,   pentle- 
men    and  if  that  is  completely  done— if  the'  circumstances  are 
conclusive,    if   time    and    jilace   aL'ree.    if   other    little   .•lements 
unsuspected  and  untiiought  of  and  impossible  tn  be  prepared  are 
lound  exactly  to  accord  with  the  result  or  unh  the  existence  of 
a  particular  fact  as  to  which  tlie  in(|uiry  is  nia.ie— that  is  more 
satisfactory  than  if  you  had  one  or  two  witnesses  savinL-  thev 
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Mr.  Glfford  saw  it  It  ,.  „„„■(>  s.iU'  to  ^'o  ujion.  an.l  arcordinjrlv  vou  will 
consider  ^^l,  iticr  these  circuinstanccs  are  suttieieiit  to  "warrant 
you  t(i  <j-ive  till'  vi'nliet  whioli  is  asked  frum  vou. 

I  tliiiili  I  will  he  al)le  het'ore  ]  am  dune  t,,  slmw  vou  tlie 
prisoner  pniu'j;  from  place  to  ],|ace  and  doinir  aet  ai'tcr  act 
just  a.s  really  and  distinctly  as  ii  you  liad  sem  and  ff.llowed 
her  that  eventful  Satui'liy.  Mondiv',  and  folowinLr  .lays.  And 
ifso,  if  witness  after  \\;tness  eaeli  eonnihutes  his  small  jjortion 
of  evidence  t(|  niake  the  sio.v  eomplrtr,  without  c  ntradiotion 
and  witli.Hir  disci ej. alley,  then  that  is  circumstantial  cvi.lence; 
hut  it  IS  far  Intter  evidence  than  the  simple  and,  it  niav  be," 
un--ii[,[)orte(]  testinnuiy  of  two  witnesses  who  said  tliey  saw'it. 

S(,\\,  srenthiiien.  in  in.,uirin<.'  into  the  j/uilt  of  the  pannel  of 
what    I   n.iw   assiinie  to   have  Ijueii   a    murder,    the  first   que-'ion 
which    meets    us    is    what    is    called    the    h,r,/.f    i/>/,rfi,    the    place 
wh,.iv  the  tnuid.;-  «,,s  eommitted.      That.   I  think,  tin  vo   's  no 
douiit  ahiiUT.      Til.'  luurder  was  committed  at  Xo.   17  Sandyford 
I'lac".      ^ou  havo  liMd  a  description  of  that  hou-.-  from  various 
peo[,le,   particularly  ,,f  tli-   louer  j.art    of  it    .;„,}   of  the  street 
flat,    as   well    as   of   the   L'round    Hat.    and    I    am   sui      you    have 
had   ;i    vriy  di>tinct   treiieral    impression    and   uiider^ta"n<Iinrj  of 
the  locality.      Hut   tliere  has  been  pre[iare(l  a  j.lan   which,  "an.l 
at  your  reijue,t,   you   will   fenienih'.r,    the  crentletuan   who'  pre- 
pared   It   was   called    here   to    prove,    and    which    plai.    v^u    wili 
have  an  ojiiiortunity   of   lookin^r  at    if  you   choose   l„.for,    yon 
^'ive  your  verdict.      C.enerally,   then-   is',,,,  douht   about    wliore 
the  .hed   \,as  commit!, d.      .',   h.^dy  is  sometimes  washed  ashore 
Horn  a  river,  and  it  ])eeomes  a  i|u.'stion  where  death  was  met. 
No  doubt  of  tint  kind  can  exist    i,,   this  case.      It   was  in  the 
I'wer   j.art   of   that    house,    and    that   lower   thit    is.    I    have   no 
doubt.    Ill  your  mental   eye   as   clearly   as   if   vni   had   seen   it. 
The  trout  door   is  approached   bv  steps   leading  „ver   an   area 
which   is  about   OA  feet  deep.      Towards  the  front,   o;,  the  lower 
flat     there  are  two  apartments,   one  of  which    i.   tl,o  servants' 
bedroom,    v.here    the   body    was    found.      It    h.-is    two    wimiows, 
both  stanchioned.      The  other  is  the  pantrv,   as  it  was  called, 
or   the   larder,    or   store-room.      In   that    apartment  there   is   a 
wicket  in  the  pratiiiL',   by  which  a   person  can  tret  out   an.l  in, 
the  obj..ct   Ix-mir  to   ha-.^  ace   -s  to  the  area    there,   it    lieinir  a 
very  comm..M   thii.i:  in  (das-o.v  to  have  ii,>  area   steps  ieadlnjr 
into  ih-  front   are.,.      The  b.iek   [lar:'    of  that   fiat  con-sts  of  a 
kitclc  n    and    aia.tli.a     si,, all    apartment.         There    i«    .,o    front 
lower  <io()r,   but   a   back  door  leading'  into  a   preen,     hat  prern 
extendinir  a  little  liehind,   and   in  the  wall  of  that  -reen  there 
IS    a    door    leadiULT   into    a    lane.      Hv    that    door,    Mr.    Flr-minp 
e.xpiaine.j.  coals  and  otl,.  r  heavv  articles  were  broujrht  into  the 
house,  Sf,  that   i  he  iVont  door  did  not  ref]uire  to  be  used.      You 
will  require  lo  keep  th.'se  leadimr  features  (.f  the  hotise  in  view. 
laR 
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Hm  statement  ot  John  Fl..min<r  a.s  to  th.  tlu.Uu^  „i   the  bo  Iv  Mr  G.,r    <, 
>y»"y  admu.s  01   no  dispute.     The  n.atter  of  tl.;   key       ho 
.■•e=»dy  referpd  to,  but  in  other  respect,  his  accura  v-  mav    ? 

'     e"  then    'h.?t  nL.'T'""'*^''-        '"   ^''"  ''-^   "^  '^^-''^•'■-d 

th.'it  evidences  of  a   severe   stru-crlo  were   o'.t.in,  I      '"/^r'"'^* 
take.  ph.ce   in    the    kitchen.       ^^  l.^^m      u^"  e;^it:^S; 
marks  on  the  floor,  and  .so  on.  which  he  «us  able  to    race  on 
a  mmute  inspection    kneelin.^  ,Iov,„  with  a  candle  on  the  ti' or 
Un  have  heani  of  the  track  between  the  kitchen  and  the',     m 

icscnbed  m  the  room  itself.  These  are  part  of  the  verv 
e.«raordn,,.uv  euenmstanees  connected  wi,!.  this  ca  e  Tr  icea 
ot  wa.sh„,^  are  f„und  in  ,he  kitcl.  n.  not  in  the  lol  b  •  'alt  tS 

.  :;■         "    J^r.  Macl.od,  that  it  wa.s  a  trail,  or  win,.,  .-aHier 

d  reren  as  d-T  '  .''","  "'""'  ^"''^^  '»  ^•^'^'^  somewhat 
Uillertnt.  as  duT.rent  p-  pie  would  t.ke  ditTerent  views  on 
ook,,.^  at  the  same  thin,^  th,o„£:h  then  attention,  as  nev^t 
able,  beinn;  directed  more  or  less  t<,  diffcTent  c  rcumstarK.  S 
Hu  you  remember  tlio  accou.nt  vou  heard  of  tha  ud  vou 
-f  jnd^e  of  It.  I  IT  r  to  it,  however,  rath.r  fc  the  , V^  e 
o    -b.n.ttin^  to  you-and   I  think  you  will  .o  alon^ith  n^" 

nutted   in   the  kitchen   or   in   the   room.        That    th.  re   was   a 
Jruede  IS  ev.dent     but  that  is  n.,t  the  ,He.ti„„.'Tat  there 

Ttru-Me'r:;  t  ''  '^"■'."■•""^  ''^'  "''^'  '^Pl-'-nee  of  the  bod  - 
a  strupcrle  up  to  a  certain  p.,int.  The  wrist.s  are  woun.ie,]  "the 
iarnks.    the   face,    the    fo.vhead.    and    vou    heard    D,      W  it  on 

V^^:i  tl  "'    ''"r    "'""';:    "''^''^    f^'--'"-    -^JtisiinH^ 
V    1  wi         ,        T"".'"''  '-"'^  ""''^''^''  "!""'  ■■'  prostrate  woman 
hink   ;     ^-^^  ^vhether  yor  think  it  i.  of  niueh  conse.pK-nc^ 
1  t   .nk   It  :,s  n  ,t-whether  the  murder  was  committed    in  the 
K  tchen  or  in  the  bedroom 

cZ^  is  ?.  "V"'  "•"■■■  ^■"■'"">-*^>"-  connected  «>th  this 
case— It  s  one  of  ii.e  circumstances  of  this  cise  ^^hl>■h  .lis- 
=  ^.sh  It  ahnost  over  all  others-that  in  the  hou'!  that 
|i  «lit  tiiere  Was  a  jier.son  sleeping,  as  he  tells  vou  in  th..  tl^f 
nnt^diately   above   the  kitchJn-^leepin.   in   i;;:".;^;^^!^* 

t  er    •   he  w       "    "•■""'■''"'Y-'    ^i'-^"'"^'^^''co    doe^-    n,.t    stop 
iiarc  .  h,.  ^^as  there;  he  was  there  nest  day,  Satuid.y.  .o,,d  a 

H9 


•       i' 


Mrs.   M'Lachhin. 


n 


,'■1 


W 


Mr.  Clfford  part,  the  f:r;at(T  part,  of  Sunday  and  Monday,  for  it  was 
not  till  tin-  Monday  tliat  the  niunlur  was  dist-oviTod.  And 
you  will  ,>ec,  j.'intkTnrn,  that  tht"  (rravcst  [ios-:il,li'  susjiicion 
in  att.ichi'd  to  such  a  imtsmii  <(,  actiriL'.  That  was  James 
Fleniin<r.  He  slej.t  in  !iis  usual  ro,,ni  that  iiiL'ht.  All  t!io  other 
menibeis  oi  the  family  were  away  at  tlit)  coast.  As  to  liow 
his  sleej)  that  niidit  was  distiiriied  we  have  no  evidence  but 
what  we  heard  iVoin  hiinselt.  lie  says  that  in  the  luorniiiir— 
a  sununer  la.Tnin-.'— he  looked  his  watch  and  lie  found  it  was 
four  o'clock.  He  says  he  heard  a  '■  squeal."  and  then 
"  squeals."  That    Was    the 

heanl   thrse  squi'als  he  L'ot   \i 
on   hearing'   nothinir   nuu'e   hi' 
fornieil    two    thoiinrjits 
outside    the    house 
heard   the 


tWil 

len   he 


II.. 


e.xfiression  hi-  u«ed.  \V 
p  and  started  from  his  bed.  but 
reiui'ned  to  his  bed  acrain.  Ho 
first  thouLrht  it  was  something 
loo.se  company  on  the  street.  When  ho 
second  vry  his  thoULdit  was.  some  one  had  come  to 
speiid  the  ni-ht  with  Jessie:  and.  allhoUL'h  the  cries  were  cries 
of  distress,  he  said  he  did  not  think  it  nccess.ary  to  go  downstairs 
to  iiKiuire,  and  went  to  sleep  again.  Mornin'o-  came.  The  old 
man  was  ai'custoined  to  gi't  porridu'f  br.iu!.'ht  to  him,  I  think, 
in  bed  by  the  servant— porri. lore  an<l  milk.  She  did  not  Cwipo 
with  his  usual  nior.uin'jr  allowance:  and,  after  waiting  some 
time,  he  {.'ot  iij),  and  he  told  y,„i  he  went  downstairs'"to  s^e 
why  his  porridge  had  n<,t  com.'.  He  entered  the  kitchen,  found 
the  screen,  with  clothes  up.jn  it.  .Irvintr  before  the  tire,  which 
was  still  burninsr,  though  weakly.  Finding  the  'servant 
not  there,  he  proceeile<l  to  her  bedroom,  and,  finding  it  locked, 
pave  three  loud  "  chaps,"  or  gave  the  three  lou.l  chaps  and 
tlien  trie.l  the  ,|,,.,r.  I  don't  remeeib.r  which  was  the  expression. 
Ho  got  no  answer,  and  r.'turned  ujistairs. 

Then,   irentlemen.  you  will  rememb-r,   as  he  gave  his  narra- 
tive,  ho  said   he  jirepared   his   own   breaklast.        He  said   that 
the   first  person  who  called,    according'  to   the   first    st.atement 
he  gave,  was  the  servant  of  a  neighbour  for  the  loan  of  a  spade 
^ou   remember  what  he  told   his  lordship,   that   the  spade  was 
not   given    to    the   jierson,    who    w.^nt    awav.      He    thought   that 
Jessie   had    <ron.    awav.    locked    her   door,'  and    left    the   house 
altogether.       Cndev   tha.t   b.lief-this  is  his  statement— that  he 
attende.l  in  the  house,  prejiared  his  own  meals,  made  no  remark 
to  anyhndv  that  day,  going  to  bed  at   his  usual   hour,    appar- 
ent v,    affe-    taking   what   !.,-   wanted    for    supper;    rising   ncTt 
mornin-,  he  prej.ared  his  ,,wn  biv.akfast,  g.iintr  twice  to  church, 
reading  in  the   alternoon.    md   L'oinir  to  bed   as   usual,   ami  on 
Monday  goinor  to  his  w,,rk  at  the  small  tenements  where  were 
the  houses  whose  rents   he  collecte.l,    took   his   breakfast   there 
from    a    person    who    lived    in    the    tenement,    an.l    the    bread 
^\hich  he  g.,t  to  It.      No  doubt,  gentlemen,  a  most  extraordinary 
statement.     And  you  will  not  wonder  when  vou  hear  that  he 
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but  appn.hen,i..,,.  /n:;:.'.;' w:.';,;;  ^  \:::;-i:^-T"^''' 

custody  lor  a  cunsideral.ie  turn- 


anil 


TKiuiry  Lad  Leen  maii;' did 'i^ ;,;;"'' r't'  "^1"''  'Jr'  '  4'^''"^ 
th;.  the  evid..e  poiL-d't/lS^i^^Lli- ,r'"'^  ^"'"^'''^^ 

in  tho  stat.nu.nt    that    no     "^^  ;'     ed      n    ,1       f .  ^'",  "    T'':'"*^ 
tlM.  servant   Hmunlie  cilk.d     ,  rV  -Satunhty    heloro 

uul    iKit    rciiuin^    -inv    ?>i    I-         I.-  1  .  »tua   lie 

auusation,  a  srnous  accusation— an  accusation  directed  to  tl  ^ 

}   u    Jan,e«  Hem.ncr.   are  t,,  he  cor.siderod  the  murderer    anJ 
accused,  tlie  r)risoner  now  at  the  bar 

•^•■'itlemen  consider  the  whole  circumstances;  Jamr-s  Fleminr. 
-  a  .cry  oM  man.  Accord,,.,:  to  his  own  statement  he  i! 
ciL'htv-seven ;  accoi'din-  to  las  son's  stateme,,r  tl 
--niin.  to  the  statement  of  his  "^'fS:;:^:  'h  td'^S 
t^^..  M'ars  a^m  that  he  was  eiphtv-five.  I  do  rot  car  fo^, 
y.;n-  or  Uo,  but  a  .reat  a.e  has  unquestional  ;ten^t^ned 

I    ,     '   •  '^"''    '"  ''"'.';'>■  P""-^''-«  "re  comparatively  active       But 
an    you  w,ll  cons,der-and  you  cannot  lose  :sipht  of'  th"_ 
■■;  far  a  man  ot  that  ape  can  be  expected  to  act  an!    rlo^her 
Mt!    that  precis,on  and  that  exactness  wluch  is  to  be  eTpec  ed 
n   a   un.ntrer  man,    or  a    man   in   the  prime   of   life      h    was 

L    r  I  !"  ^'""'t''-'"'  th.n,<r  about  this  matter,   for   I 

cont(^ss    I   am   not   very   much   su,-prised   that   he  forpot    about 
;|  m.n  man  calhn.  m   the  mon.in..      I   am   not   sun-ris    1   a 
t.a    a     all.  not  surprised  in  com,,aris„n  to  the  su,-pr  se  I  feel 
«  .m;.'     f'    ",""'"''  r  '"'r''''-  ^"  ^''^  ^i'ai'I-ara^nce  of  th 

r     imp       II    T"")'  ^'"",'^"  ''''''^-     "^'  I'-l   missed  her  for 
^onif   t,me.      He  had  pone  downstairs.      He  had  found  th■^t  tho 

Horn  and  found  ,t  locked,   ,u,d  he  came  to  the  conelusi„n-IiJ 

m  u^ht  be  rashly  and  ha.stiiy-that  she  had  ...ne  fron,  the  house 

i-no.  n-entlemen    is  one  of  the  evidences  in  this  matter  to  w  uch 

:>   Preat   si^n.hcance   cannot    possibly    be    attached,    and    my 

f'-end  s  observat,ons  against  Klemin.  in  reference  t....,"  „  "! 


'S' 
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Mr.  Glfford  I'l'om  this,   tliat   hi'  n[,ciiril  ihr  il'mr  tii  thi'  luilkniuii  befurc  ho 
Went  ilouii  •(,  r   iss  J(/ssit',      NdW,  liavc  yua  any  l'\  I'lcnce  loiiding 
t/     That   lie   tdrfrot  the   niilkbdv   is   of   little   consu 


(ir  ^ix 


y(]U    tn    ill    -         _ .    .^    . _ 

quciii'L'.      Ill-  fniMT.it   that  until  it  was  [.;it  tn  him  in  live 

(liti'trei)t  ways  in  tht-  witncss-bDX.      At  leiiL'th  he  >:aiil,  "  J  rniirlit 
'liiiii-   that  ;    I    1 1.1    II. .r    reoi.lii.-ct    ci 


h.i\c 


,1-  " 


H'U    the  circiiuistaiiee   t!i:',t 


■  ■(•intr   the    luilkbiiv. 
cf   liitli'   eniisequenco 
■lied  the  (Iixir  himself 


:>t      1- 

if  y.Hi  are  not  satislied  nf  thi>.  that  he  (._ 

at   the   first   riii'j:,    with.'Ut   .ielay,    an.l   that,    I    suhniit    \'<   y.iu, 

caiini.t  h(t  [Jii  \  r.l. 

Hut  till  re  ar.'  ..th.  r  .■lemelits  in  the  case,  ..ther  ciroumstanees 
whieh  liave  t..  In  ai'  upi.n  this  jiurt  of  the  case.  You  hear  that 
he  was  a  mail  ..f  peculiar  habits — frreat  curiosity,  inquisitive- — 
t(.  til.'  anii.'\ane.'  aiel  ili.-lr.'ss  a]ijiareiitlv,  i.f  his  family,  who 
(-'"t  uM(  iii  all  [la'ii'ii.'e  With  him.  He  was  curistaiitly  in  tiio 
kitchen  ai)iiut  the  afYairs  ili.'re,  l.Kikinu:  whu  wrni  mit  ;  tlej 
bell  c.aild  nut  rinu'  without  hiia  ;j'..in<r  <.ut  t.i  ■-.•.•  wh.i  it  was. 
All  thai  L'"e'  t.i  sh.iw  his  action.s  iii  a  ].aiiieular  \vay.  Ynu 
cannot  fi.un.i  the  si'  le  obs'Tvations  nn  thrm  as  you  wnul.i 
draw  fi"m  sim.hir  actin'_'s  in  ani>th.r  in.in  Hut,  jrentlern.'n, 
thpt  qiiisiiiiii  ab.uit  .lairi.'s  I'lemitif:  siidvs  inti>  cnmfiarativ." 
insisjjniticaiic'i'  uh.  n  v  i-  call  ui.on  vou,  as  I  nnw  do,  to  accom- 
pany me,  very  lirietly,  while  I  ]i(.iiit  ..ut  the  evidence  ujii.ii 
which  this  accusation  ri'sts  apain.-t  the  prisoner.  But,  passinc 
fr..ni  this — l.a\iiiij  its  inconsistent  and  its  f.\tra..rdinary  char- 
ad. ^r  to  receiv.'  the  weiL'ht  \vhi<!i  y.ai  \\ill  think  rif:ht,  I  ask 
y.ai  t.i  look  at  what  I  say  is  a  'ii  nii.ie  inip'rtant  ipiestion — ■ 
the  evidence  of  puilt  affect  int:  tin-  jirisoner. 

The  first  libst  -vati.in  uhich  I  make  here  is  th.at  flie  accused 
is  .an  inliuiat.'  tien.l  nf  the  (h'cei^.d,  th.'  Miui'.h'ied  wmuan. 
They  wi'ie  n.i  stianL"fs  t"  cadi  otlur.  Thiy  ha.l  iieen  f'liow- 
servants  mi  ihi.  sam.-  f.imdy  two  years  previous  f..  S<  [ii.  nib.T, 
l.'TiT.  'I'he  prisoner  knew  .Ies^ie  .M  i'liersen  will.  Shr  kn.-w 
t   she  had.  she  knew  her  Iiabit.s,  -he  knew    her  wavs,   and, 

W";l — ail    its 
She   wa.S    .'i 


Wll.lt ,     ,  ., 

more   than    that,    slie    kn.'W    17    Saiidyfonl    I'lac' 

entrances   and   exits — all   its   r.M.i.us   and   localities 

servant  there,  and  I  consider  it  —  I  don't  sav  a  circumstance  of 

suspicion,    but  of   ditticuhy     that    ih.'    ,.crson    accu-ni    had    an 

intimate   knowledf,'e  of  the  d i-  1.  of  her  habits,   aii'l  of  ihe 

place  where  the  crime  was  C(.;:.:,.itte(l.  You  have  that  in  the 
declarations.  You  liave  in  the  prisoner^  declaration  a  histoiy 
of  that  connection  and  intimacy.  Yo.i  rcneuili.  r  th.il  .li^t  inctl^, , 
and   I  dv.n't  require  to  refer  to  it  in  the  hast 

There  is  one  statement  in  tlie  declaration,  an.l  that  is  as  to  the 
access  by  the  back  door.  If  voi;  rcnieir.bcr  thr  house  and  tie- 
accesg  by  the  back  door,  and  I  see  in  tlie  dedaiiition — alm<  st 
the  tirst  statement  the  accused  makes  in  reference  to  the  last 
time    she    saw    Jessie    M'l'herson — something    with    rejrard    to 
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this 


(I'M.r.      Sh.-  sa\s.  ••  I  last  saw  Jessie  ^r  I',„.rs,,ii  in  mv  own  Mr.  Glfford 
■c-  at  the  Jiioomielaw  on  .-atunlay  ev(!iiiij.r,   tlie  l'>th  Juno 


li-i.      I  ha.l  al.s,>  seen  her  th-    previous  niu'ht  at  Mr.   Flrmmcr'a 
iiouso  at  >anilyf..r.l  I'lace,   an.l  1  went  tliere  about   ten  <,rlock. 


tu     ^'l 


neil    at 
iiiuiid 


I  ranir  the  m.nt  (h,<.r  hel',  Init  Jessie  .Ml'heis,  i, 
tito  time  to  bo  in  tiie  iliiiinu"  n.i.ni.  ami  she  told  m 
the  lane  behin.l  the  liouse,  and  she  woul.l  let  n,e  in  bv  the  back 
(lo..r  I  went  round  and  found  the  back  .loor  open,  "and  Jessie 
Mlherson  sjieakinj,'  there  t,,  ;•  servant  m  tiie  adjoining  house, 
^o.  It,  .^andyiord  I'lace."  Vou  know  we  had  Mis.s  Hrownl'e 
here,  and,  tiiounrh  tliere  is  some  ditrerenc.  between  the  two 
statements,  it  is  supiMisable  that,  after  the  lapse  of  ■,  week, 
s!ie  may  ii(,t  have  rcm.'iubered  particulariv.  What  I  ask  vour 
.iltuition  to  is  tiiat  the  back  door  is  u  common  uav  ,.i  access 
for  Jessie  M  Fhe!M,n's  fri,.nds.  When  w..  take  iu'to  acc.Hint 
the  character  th  it  has  been  [iroved  repardii'ir  old  Mr  I'hiuinir 
I  (hire  say  that  it  is  a  dm,    tliat  will  i,e  used  [iretty  freely. 

The  next  question  is  as  to  M^.  ui<j\it  of  Ith'julv  '  Th  a 
is  a  most  important  <p,iestioii.  it  i-  prov,<I  fh,,t  thi-  dee,!  was 
'i'"ie  m  the  place  stafl  and  0,1  il„.  lo-ht  ref.ried  t...  .\ow, 
v.i.ere  was  the  i.risoner  tiiat  ni^dii  /  la  l„r  own  declaration 
.10  says  that  she  was  at  home  .-ill  oi-ht.  Ait.T  drscribiiifr  her 
occufuitions  duiiuR  tho  day,  siic  sav^ --  I  u...  n(,t  out  of  mv 
hous.'  till  iitei  ten  o'clock,  when  I  went  out  o,  convoy  hom"e 
Mrs.  !■  riser,  a  soaman  s  wife  who  lives  in  (Irace  Street, 'Ander- 
ston.  I  walk.-d  with  her  as  far  as  the  Gushet  JIou.se,  Ander.ston. 
wiiere  I  p.it.d  with  her.  !  intended  to  po  to  the  house  of 
Jam-.'s  M Cir-or.  a  f..,.  nom  c!,,thior,  uh.>  yr-uU-^  iu  Man,  Suvet 
Aii,ierst.,ii,  ai„i  uh.i  is  a  in,ii,i  ,,;■  mv  iiusband's,  but  I  chanmi 
mv  min,l  ,m,l  n^furii,.!  hnm,.  by  way  of  Arirvle  Street,  James 
^\att    Street,    ami     Mro,„iiieh. w  I    re.aeh.,!    liuine    al.nut     a 

.|uarter  past  eleven  o'ci,.,k.  I  Lt  niv.self  m  bv  mean.s  of  a 
ch.ck  hick  key  wiiich  is  in  th,  le.us,,.  This  kev  I  carried  mvself 
and  always  1,  t  mysrlf  in  with  it  It  is  one  of  the  kevs  of  tl  ' 
J'less  in  til-'  Inliby  of  my  house,  and  t'm  uholi  j.r,  ^ 
Hvo  keys.  <i|,  i.r,,in._r  uji'stairs  1  f..,n  d  .lohn  .\|  Honal 
tii.in  who  lo.^r.d  with  .Mrs.  Cami.b,  1.  wh.i  <..-cupi,,i 
my  lioiise.  lie  was  jj.iiin:  ii[, stairs  before  me,  an,i 
the  house  alon^r  ,vifh  me.  lie  did  not  remain  in 
above  a  minute,  ami  tin  11  w,nt  out  aynin.  I  went  Htrai(,'ht  to 
l"-'l,  without  speakiiiLT  t,i  Mis.  Campb,!!.  but  in  about  half 
an  hour  I  i,.Mrd  the  d,.,.r  Indl  10,-.  and  Mrs,  Campboll  opened 
the  door,  and  I  hoani  fi..m  tiie  'nu-r  that  it  was  John  M'Donai.l 
nturnintr.  I  remained  in  bd  till  b,  tueen  sev.  t,  ami  eiudit 
■  ciork  on  Saturday  morninp  without  e' tr  havini;  b<>en  up  or 
It  of  the  liou.se.  My  son.  a  child  of  three  veurs  ..f  aire,  slept 
'tl  bed  with  me."  Now.  is  this  Btatemeiit  'true?  «;entleroen 
par.    of   It    IS   true.      She   did    Co   out    with    Mm     F,.,s,.r   o,,    tl,,' 


tic 

then-  are 

i,   a  youoj 

a    part    of 

wiiit   into 

til,'   hou  <i> 
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Tliev 
ali.l  Mrs 
anntlKT  when  the  ,i,,nr  -vas  shut, 
AicuniiriL'ly,    Mrs. 
■  the 
went 
Mrs. 
aiii    f;iki;iir    vniir    basket." 
I'^MtiL'   thr    rnuin   acTain,    ami   Mrs 
'"■"t   f.u  n-,I,„.k  she-  heanl  f.M.tsteps 


t-illon       JI.en.  nev.r  were  any  such  k.-v,.,  .l,l„,„.-l,  the  >    'is. 

you  th.  same.       ^K>  had  ,1   Mi  i        '  "'''^'"-^7""''i'^-  tells 

K,,rt  tl„.  1     I-     1         I      ;  '•  ■   --^'^'''''s  to  send  a  smith  to 

Milt  the  i.„k,   bu;  she  for'",t  to  (!n  «.,       T),.-  t,>l,V     t      i 

si"n  of  all    ih"   kev!   nf  t?     1  -r,     "'     '       '^'-  *'*"'^  possrs- 

;;i;:r,cs;rr:':r,::;:-;i;;::;:r--!-"^ 

ihoy   h,.,,l   „u  otluT  inrai...  ni    ._...tt,„^.   in 

(ampbrll  c,„„s  on  to  explain  th;.t  ,,n  Fn.iav  ni-ht  she  saw  tU 
prisoner  ,  ress  n.r  ,,    „,    ,.,,,,       \,,.      ,,  •    '"-"^^''l'  s.v«   the 

■'uu      I,-      :':    i       ''"'"y       '"■"   ""•   r"-"^""'''-  ^^'""^  "ito    Mrs 
»-.nn[ii»(ii  ,    KitL-lieii    ami    saiil,      ■  1 

and    Went    ;ni.i   hvr   j.ns,- 

('ami, bell  "f'lit   to  be<i.      Al 

K"niL'   nut,    wiiieh    she   to.,k    to    1„.    tlo   e   ■  f    Vf-        IT  '         ,','" 

prisoner.     Sho    heard    the     looV     !    t        Vt      l'   ^'■■^^'i^^'i'^  * "^ 
lod.'er     MDoreild     „  '  '^^    '''*-''*'"    "clock    tho 

f'u.noot,era,.';nda      rll^l'T''^'   f   considerable   time. 

till  half-M.t   fiT    """   "t"^  *^'":  fell  asleep  she  was  not  awakened 

V        .        ,      ',"  ■;  "^'"•"'."^\  .A'^I  -l.at   is  she  awakened 

.Si.e,.       ,h     e    '       ''l''''';''r?  '"'"'.''    '"   ^''«  r^-""""-'^   room. 
MT  w.  V  ■  ■""'/*"■  '"'1^  'I  >■  J'nsr.ner's  child  al..r-      M- 

il' ':;:,,:; 'uie'x      ';-phei,  takes  the-d.i;ft; 

■    ^1   a.-i„  \'n        1        .  .        "•.^^'"'''-    ""'1   ^t'-  <'oes  n.d   £ro   to 

I  tLr;^at^;^ ;;::;;::  •j-n;'-^^,, At  ;.^ 

returned,  and  was  let  in  bv  Mrs.nan^.ell  '  '"'""''' 

.le  i.  £•  ;  "-n^^^ 

t  '  '^7:">-;""'  preparedly.      .She   had   intended  to  be  out 

M     ■    \  1  'm      wb\T7l  ^"'■'  'f  ^'^^  "'<■'»'*•     Yon  had  the  witncsH 

»-    <le.  pnsonerH  dnectu.ns.  and  Ji,te,J   that  prey  cIoak\d,"rh 
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thf   jirisonor    Wfiit  (lut    witli    that    :iii;lir.      I   sIksII    spe;,k    i.f   tin.  Mr.  CI  (To  rd 
ilri'^ses    al'tiTwanis.      I    must    inciiieiiially   alliiili-   to    th^iii    jii>t 
Mrs.    Adams   lilted  tlio  cl.iak:   llia"t   .same   aftt-nioon— the 


l'ii<lav — tlie  i)r 


jirisoncr  wanted   Mi-s.   Adams  to  co 


to    mme    when? — ten    d'cluc 

['fisoner's   child,    ab   'he  jTi-mier   was  L'"iiii:  <n:t    t 


hack 


Wlnt     to    dn/— to    keep    the 


Th''  cloak  is  providi 


that  sh 


line,  an( 


niav  "(«  (Hit 


sh 


t« 


^ll 


tlie  (iuestii;n  J)Ut  to  h 


Jiveparatinns   for   a   late   visit. 


:  si 
<1   t( 


le 


\V 


liV  air   Voll  L'llIiLT 


lite/'  th 


iii(|iiiry  of  Mrs.   Adams,  the  cxplaiiaiiou  v  hi(  h   -he  received   i"s 
entirely  in   accord.mce  with   the  cviilence.   ■■ '1  liat    fashiou.s   and 
trouhlesonu-  old  tnaii,  I  let  lum  he  in  IkmI  lir-t  h,  f,  iv  I  ;r,,  ;,,„i 
see  Jessie."      lie   was  troublesome,   he    was   innuisilive.    hut    he 
poos  to  bed  comjiaratively  early,  ami  that  lets  us  see  \\!iv  die 
goes  to  visit  .Tessic  at  the  late  "hour  oi'  ten  o'clock.      "Well',  this 
is  not  L'uilt;  by  no  means;  it  is  quite  an  innocent  thin;:  to  p) 
late — (|uite    innocent   to    he    out    late,      'j'he    rea-on    {>    a    \  ■  ry 
justitiable  one,  and,  so  far  a.s  we  have  pone,  not  an  unnatural 
reason,  and  it   is  an  evidenic  oi  innocence — frankly,  I  admit — 
that  >he   asks  .Mrs.    Adams   to   keep  her  child  and  tells   where 
she   is    poinpr.      That    poes    aLr.insr    preniolitation    for    murder 
certainly,    hut   it  <loes  not   go   much    furlli'  r,   for    i*:    lead-    vou 
ju.st   to   suppose— naturally,   to   suppose— that   the    jierson   (joe.s 
what  she  says  ^lle  intended  to  d..--;:o  and   visit  Jessie.     Then 
we  take  her  (Jii  tlie  way  to  Jr.ssir.     Thi    (iu-het  House  is  about 
ten  minutes'  wa'k  from  Hi<.,,in!,  law  .'>treet.  the  prisoner's  house. 
in  a  nortli-wesferly  direetion  ;    and  Sandyfonl  Place  is   just    a.s 
nnich    fmther    on,    tlie  Hush,  t    lh>use    heinp    ajinarentlv   about 
half-way,   by  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  police  officerswe  liad 
yesterday.      So   she   is   left  half-"ay   crossing   Stobcross   Street 
where  that  (Jushet  House  seems  to  be      Mrs.   Kra-ei   leavi>  her 
tlicre.      XoLody   th.at    we  can    find    sees    the  {)risoner    from   te!: 
or  quarter-p.i.st   ten    on    Friday    lepiit    until    nine   o'clock    next 
morninp,   when  she  returns  home.      Well,  penth'tuen     that  is  a 
suspiei(,!is  cirlurn^t,lnce  when   it  is  coujihd   with   the  pri.-oucr's 
<leil. nation.      I  .im  u'.t  loundiiip  on  the  declaration  beinp  false. 
Gentl.tiieii,  you   will    not  convict    bccau-e    she  tells   lies;   that    is 
not  a  L'loiind  for  >oii\ictiMn.      Hut  you   wii!  look  at  the  declara- 
tion   in    eoiinectioii    with    the  other   eudence   to    see    if    it    does 
not  exclude  ,iny  expl.ui.atiou  which  could  be  piven  of  the  result 
U)  which  that    oiher  e\  idcnee  le.ids. 

Well,  penthinen.  she  retuins  next  lUMrtinie-  What  did  she 
I'liiip/  Ib  she  carryinp  anythinp/  .\  butdle  Mr  s.  ('.impb.n'M 
cviilenco  is  *o  th.ii  ..(Tect -under  her  cloak,  poinp  into  her 
own  room,  and  it  i>  m  .■■  idence  th.it,  iiesides  her  own  riKun, 
i*Iie  had  the  command  .  '  a  cellar  at  the  .'o,,)  ,,f  (he  gtitir.* 
The  butidlel— I  think  elie  evidence  tells  us,  by  the  bv,  verv 
distinctlv   what   it  wai,. 
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Mrs.   M'Lachlan, 


n.l^l-^'ht  that  ,s  throw,,  upon  the  th..ft  or  n.urJcT^s     iu 
vas  none  u.th  tl.e  ,.Iate  that  forenoon  I     The  phite  i.  [^ke     to 

Lund.e..  the  pa.u ker,   Utw-en  twelve  an.i  tL  ^M    *5 

.ue  already   s,,,,ken   to  the  j.roof  of  th:,t;   it   is   admitted  bv 

we  hav.  Mr.  L.i£  ;;;:^r  j,:-rti:;si;';!^^^^^^^ 

as  the  person  who  p]..,],...,!  the  f.late.      \ow,  that  plat,    "'s    a 

It  .  and  the  prisoner  uas  out  on  that  Friday  nicrht      Can  sha 
:    :\  '\Y  "7"""^  ;";  '"--  «1-  P't  i.  ^     Yes      She  sav  '.he^U 
u,ni   .Mr    James   Mem.n?.      .she  ,loes  not  say  tha't  s' .^ 

s-.n.d    ^o^   mu..     keep   it    n,    view -that   Jame.  I- limine  came 

"    In-,,/    ;       '   i"""f  ""  '''■'''-'•  "'"^  tl"' prisoner  mav  pledge 

broke  •sV,''  '"■'"'""  ■^^'•^•'^  '''"*  ^-'k^s  it  to  the  ..awn- 
Ja  t  n  '  *^"-'~""  '^^'t"''lay.  the  nth-she  .avs  tlat 
Jame.  Hen.int^  ean.e  to  pet  the   procmls.   or  .u,  h  ,,a,t  o,     h 

,t   to   st.k     L.,    Ids.    J,„.    |„„,.      si.e   pot   i:6   los.;    and    she 

t    1>  >ou  in  her  d.l.nar.on  that  „n  ,h,.  Saturday  nipht     ulen 

■M    .■hT.ung   call,.,!    at   her    h„u>,.,    h.-   „tfer..d    h.'r     •:,     '„■    1.  ' 

^;:  ;a^d"th';r  '^   <>M;!^.l.in,  tl.   phae   by   .hHi   i^'  l'^ 

L    1       ml   I  r"-  ''  ^'1    ^'    ^^^-      '^^''-'  '^"id   'l"t  was  too 

;  .   ..         ,L"'"1'^'«    ^^taten'.ent    was    that    she    a.sked 

-  ■     "s.   and   ,l,a,   she  pot  £6   15s.      (lentlen.-n.   is  this   st. 

.M,  nt    ,!   ,t  ^^.,s  a  cliarpe  or   fhelt/     .lan.es  Flemin.',   if  n,.t  a 
"•■■'Itl'.y    "-'•'.  '.s   ensy   u.   his  eireun..stances.      He   lives   an    u 

las   tl.,U  at     h..   .\aii,,„al  .Nruniv  Savings  Bank  and    i;'i()  at 
tlje  h,,,.,,l    o.    ,he    Koyal    Hank.     '  1  .o    vou    l,el.e   e      1*  If    m' 
Flem.ng  vanted    fo   los.,   or  some  such  sum,   tiiat   'e    .o  Id 
take  Ins  sons  plate  on   a   Friday   nitrht     carrv   it      ,/       T   T 

pa.n.^o„  satuniay,  whe,u.ohad  u^i;;.^,:;;-.;;.,::;:^^^ 

^pnp  o     h>s  name,   and  give  .i4  for  »h.  do,n.  ,„    .t  /     in 
nnj.llnnp  h<^  more  increcible,'     And  that  is  tl...    t,  ..,  . 

believe,  unless  you  hold  that  the  p.tL;:' ^^  1.^  io^  i7t  ^i:: 
from  James  Heming.  but  at  Sandvford  Ph.ee.  And  it  he 
prisoner  pot  them  at  San.lyford  i'laee.  she  wifs  the  e  on  he 
n.H.t  of  the  murder:  an.l  that  is  the  first  item  of  eal  evln  e 
that  brings  her  th.Te.  And  that  is  real  eviden-e  that  th  3 
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..hat  I  tiunk  yon  will  afrree  witli  n.e  is  o„e  .,t  tlje  nu..t  oxtrV 

.....  she  went  -t  that^F^ld.^ '^i  t^^,  '^ .f^'-- /  --j;| 
ha.l  on  a  pr.y  cloak.  There  is  no  ,UM  al,nut  tin  T  ..f  il 
the  cloak   that   had   been    lin..,l    rhat   -lu-    in.  ,  \  ■" 

t  e  p,.p.,.e  of  p<,i„,   .„t    with.      An.!-;:  ti;r^,t-i:; 

oni.-r  to  pav  some  Js     I  i<l     o.-    i^     -  i  ,         — " 

t..  icu     and    which    is    an    important    element   i-i    tl,l. 
namely.  .^I,at  it  is  flounc.l.     A  Ho.nced  ^o  ^  ■«    "    xi^ 

t!.'  she  .oes^^u^'S  at  ^1  ^  Whl^T::  di  I",''""  ^"^" 
-th  :„  the  mornin«»  A  pre?  clo.M  'v.:  *  ^  t.r"";.;:; 
Bhe  come  in  with  the  same  merino  ^,own  ?    Mr.    cLXtu    J   t 

Shi  >""*'''"f  •"  ^'"  '"'^'^  ^  ^'"'  ^'-  lead  V  P  r  li   r    " 
«lich  13  (juite  enoiiph  for  our  purpose    is  fl,,t   i,    1  ,"' 

^k.rt.     It  had  no  tiounces.     Gen  ienir't here      ,       ''-  M'l='>n 
about  th.^.     We  h.ve  the  .oJl^l'^^Ja^^:      .^J^  1";;^:^ 

^::^t;:%f;i.s-in^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

r':^J:::;:rin'!te^:'r ^i-v^'^;    s 

;f.k  uthe|.^TMrrx;:;;;:vt-:^-j'^':^^^^^ 

To  .0  to  Hu.chinson'H  pawnshop  „nd  lift  a  hlu^  ,:opii;;";;;::!J 

«S7 


J-^p 


^'1 


/ 


Mrs.  M'Liichla.i. 


i  n 

i.       t 


<    1 


Mr.  ciBord  of  the  j.ri-diiei's,  \vhicli  lin<l  been  [ilod^fd  there.      Siie  gave  her 
a  jiouiid  Tioie  ti)  do  it  and  a  pawn  ticket:  she  jrnes  and  does  it, 
and  .sees  the  parcel  ofjened  in  lier  own  hfjuse  :  tliere  you  have 
it  before  mhi.     What  liappens  next  I     You  remember.     I  cannot 
go  over  all  the  elements  and  evidence  as  I  po  along:,  but  rou 
remember    tlint   the    witness    Adnms    knew   the   poplin.      \\'hat 
happen.s  in   Mrs.    IJranny's  house  i     "Well,  the  jiri.soner  actually 
sliifts  herself  there;  takes  off  this  brown  dress  with  the  plain 
skirts — which  .Xfrs.  Caiiipb'll  had  ne\er  seen  her  with  before — 
and  jiuts   on   her  (jwn  dre^s,    ti:e  blue   pnplin.      She  tells   Mrs. 
Camjibell  what  she  is  jzointr  to  do.     ."^he  is  iS'tiw^  to  tlie  dver 
with  the  bruwn  nu'rino  dress.     When  we  hear  of  dyeiiifr  clothes 
w\    think  it   is  to  extiiifruish   all  ti.ices  of  blood,   but  that  was 
not  her  object.     There  was  no  blood  on  the  biMwn  merino  gown 
she  had.      It  is  nut  said  that  there  was.      .<lu    wanted  it  dved 
black:    she   wanted   it  to   h;Me   a  different   look.      V.'liv  /      It  is 
Jessie  M  J'her.oii's  gi.>vii.      But  Jessie  MPheison  1     There  is  no 
Jessie  Ml'lier.M.n.      Mrs.   liainny  asks,   ■   Why  dye  that?  it  is  a 
very  bonny  gown."     But  she  wcjiild  rather  have  it  black;  and 
accordintrly  it  is  jiut   up  under  her  arm,   and  she  leaves   Mrs. 
Itaiiiny's.   and  when   we  have  the  dyer  brought  before  us — an 
intelligent  witness — Miss  M("r.>ne  identifies  ilie  prisoner  as  the 
woman. 

Mr.  Clahk — No,  she  says  a  woman  came. 
Mr.  GtFFoitu — I  beg  pardiui,  I  am  wmnrr,  it  was  an  unin 
tciitional  mistake.  Th.'  witness  did  not  idcntiiv  the  j)risoner, 
b>lt  said  th;it  a  wincrui  c.ime  to  pi't  a  lthwii  <lved.  It  is  a  brown 
mcri.io  gowT,  vwch  a  plain  skirt.  It  w,.s  taken  from  that  woman, 
after  it  was  dyed,  by  the  police  and  labelle(J,  and  you  have  it 
there.  A  name  is  given — a  false  name,  its  1  sav — for  ..iv  case 
is  that  it  was  the  pri-oncr  who  took  it  to  th"  dyer.  MUonaW 
is  the  name  given. 

But  there  i>  sniMctiii'ig  else  leit  witli  the  smae  gown,  and 
by  the  sanii  jiers.ui,  as  if  to  mike  sure  of  the  person  whe 
left  the  gouii,  atid  v  ii.it  is  th,;t  /  (letitlcnien,  it  is  a  grev  cloak 
of  tlc>  pri.soncr's  tn  dean.  There  i:-  ik.  dmibt  about  that.  She 
is  slmwn  tiiat.  Her  «leclaration  admits  it  eiitirelv.  And 
tiiough,  when  we  have  it  now — for  it,  too,  was  t.iken  from 
Miss  MCrone — it  witnts  the  tassels,  .ind  that  i^  explained  bv 
Miss  M'Crone— the  lassels  were  t  iki  n  o!f,  and  tiie  tassels 
were  handed  back.  Have  you  no'  this  proved  ;AUtficienth , 
unmi.-t.ikabiy,  that  a  jilain-skirted  1)momi  merino  <.'o\\n  wad 
taken  t  1h  lyer(  And  the-  .  gentlemen,  there  wants  but  one 
other  step,  and  you  have  tlie  last  link  of  the  evidence  supplied. 
The  fellow-servant;-  of  Jessie  M'Pherson,  Mrs.  M  Innes  or 
M  l.achlaii  and  Mary  Dowtiie.  knew  it  perfectlv  -thev 
had  .•.eeii  it  before  often.  They  had  no  ditticultv  in 
sayiiiL'  that  it  was  Jessie  M  I'licrson's  eo-vMi.  Now,  gentlemen. 
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ttiat  is  upon  the  Saturday,  and  ^h-^  hid   nnf  fl,nf 

own  hroun  n,ori„o  .own;  tl.t   Wo.;^;;';^  ,J:  7;!  ^J  ^^^ 

--acu,,  the  „ther  d!i::^';.r,r^,i.^S,  i^  ,;"  'S'^--^on 
thov  trace.!?     V,,u  ,vill  vuhn^      Th,.  1,;  f  ■         ^  '""'^  ""^ 

IS   bought    hv   the    ,,riM,ner    on   J^at.nlav.    th.    oth     lulv 

j«»'"^-;v- 'i;"::.-.:r:,,  ;'^ic":;:ri;*:  •■°,'/» 
ticJt  licai-d  ,)i-  \VJ.,  il,  „  ,  '■  ""'.vtatini,.  »l,i<rc  it  wai 
•Wlher    t  w  ,  ,.„    V    1   1,         r   ""■  '"r""'   "'"'  ""<  '■'■  ■" 

other  Jit„..se.  ^a,^  ,.  tk^Z-'ZuVn  7"''"""  1  '''° 
not  tiro  vc     bv  unnur  i„r    If         '.  ■''•  ''""'■^'■'•.  J  \ull 

.....ion «.,  ,„  1,.  i.,i„,  ..,^f ckn„*;;i.:i'^„.t"'  i™;",/::;,!- 
Lt.l'.r:  .■;:,*■':„;•:;,:,'  ;:;:',."•;;„.--'  ,r°" '° 

..» .!« cotl,  <,( ,  t.  ^I'ltr,,  T  r "'",'  •!■- """ 
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#j> 


Mr.  Cifford  a,,d    which,   on    b,.i,,cr   nho.,,    to    h.r.    si   ■    Kk.„„He,i        S!  . 

Ujca  .ntc,  ,L„,l,.a.er.   and  .h.v  h.y  there ';:;;'     'thr^'d-/:? 

..re».  ,„,..„„,  x.„.  ,5r",;;h,:',  ,-;:v',',:;;;;:  ■ '-'  •"■- "» 

V\  hose  (hesses  arc  thcs,.?    .T,ys,V  MPh.r.ons      Th,ii- 

St  tch  o  clotliing  her  partner  in  tra.le  h;,.].  She  c.ul.l  +ell  Zu 
^here  the  uresseswero  hou.d.t,  .hen  they  were  both  L3 
^he  0  they  came  lr.,m.      Well,  these  dresses  are  W  St  'home 

;.  e  t^ually  done  must  be  regarded,  s„  ,hat   [  think  ch^^f^ 

•>  ;■    su.I.e.emlv    ,d..nt,fied    a.     tli.se     whi-O,     „c,v    ,,„r  1        the 
insoner  into  th,'   1n,x   s],,.  i,oi„-|,,    ;„  i.',,ii    .     •"    i  , 

Satnrd'iv         T\,,,.      ri       i       "-."    '"   '■""'■'*"ns   shr,,,  on   the 

ti;s;;"^ir.r'd:::,a:';;l,nfte,fth"r  '^rir^  " 

contr„diet.-.,n    there.       Tho    pri.oner'at    o ,  e   Ti'k.   ti  'Z 
she  never        .   them,   and    a,.ain   she   savs   she   -.„    them   f    ' 

tl     rZl     """"••  '^"'^  ''''^'^^'^"'^  ^--  '«  -'^'*ied  ;?ei  V- 
".'.    and      on    „„|u,nnfr    into    what    had    been    h.ft    behi.M 
m    hess  o,-  „,,„„.v  I.-  a  fru..d  woman  such  as  the  deceased 
find  notlnne  hut  an  emptv  trunk  with  ,narks  of  b  oodv     n,  d 
P'.n  ,t     and  her  most  valuable  dresses  f„und  in  the  ^ij     'n 

:;Ln;:ri;r;:;m;:''''^^'''''''"''"^^'-*^''«^^^ 

But,  pentlemeu,  that  ,s  only  „ne-h  J''  nf  the  evidence      What 
iTsW    :     ";\r'-^"r-   own   clothes,    and    here   we  have     he 
lnst,u\     of    another    bos    equally    well    i,ientifi.-d,    even    better 
perh.j.s    than    the    ..ther    box,    although    u.     b.h    c,".e«    tl 
evidence   ..ample.        The  prisoner   h.u]  a    black   leather   bn 
M  .^.    Lampbel      Knew    ,t.       Sarah     .\d,:n,      Junnv    i,.    a-  I     Mrs 
Adams,  I  tlunk.      She  vas  shown   it   and  idenuhed   it       At  all 
events     ,t    is   no,    ,hspute.l    but    that    the   box    ju'oduced    is   it 

dem:f./'7"  ^'"  '"  ""  'Y  '^'*"'''^'>-'  ^'^  t:.e  mater:al 
a  iJ  1  I  ,l".'''"'  "''V'"  "'■■''  ^^'turday.  Sh,.  ;,  ,,,,,  ^.^^ 
abl  rk  ..:uh..rl,ox,,n,hat  n.ornms,.  Then  ne  have  it  in  the 
cella,.  What  is  she  doin^.  there  with  ,t  i  Sarah  Adams  is  not 
i6o 
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to  como  in   ami    see.      Sh"   is   tnl,l    f^  „         i 

t!.0D  to  como  in  ^^■b.n  it  was  t.ed    m      T"',  Y  !''  •'"'"•    '^"^  "'"•  ««'«'^ 

!:  r,   a.l  .hilo  there   Ih;  ^i^l^    ^fter'"  -i  ;;^^'^^^?  ^°^ 

...  tho  l,»x  nr  to  nai    on   V       ''•}'''''''"'''  "t'"^''  P^-'Ji.'ps  to  na>l 

-f  tho  railway.     "  If  it  j     '  ,?  ,  1  \^  ^^„*''"  ^^^^^^^'ni  station 

-l,«  .n„  .t.  a^d  sa  .:  Il^V^iiU"  .t'-K^^^^'Si ''"'°,  f "' 

Kpm  that  box.     Sarili  f.„'t  r, .,  i      \-         ,'  '  ^''"  '"^'J^usd 

""!".. fell. » .i;  iV;.' w^ Mr  ;?■ ''"',,''■'■.;■'"■'' "'''■" 
th™.  I,:  ,i,;r°,„Jr;.t,  'r  r'";-?,"'  •;;'".";"  >'"•"""■' 

tko  "aj  at  ,11  baza-*    f^!^  .     '  ''"  ■■■"''''  '"•"  <">•  "' 

in  the  irnnmonijer'R  sliop  ^  '*  '•'  snugly 

"irivUons  which  v.-av  to  ^o      Brt   Hi-  o  '^  "^   """"^« 

to!.i  a  He.  and  yoa'aJ:  ^  to  ^1;^^^''  SH^f,  "^'^r  -- 
y:'=^r.  of  age.  It  was  two  vear.  agj-tl':  cVu  d  ^  '  "''' 
.-uvn   u«.-when   .ho   was   f  ■-rmau/evm  m- d    i  '''''  "°^ 

Letweon  two  worun.  Xow  r^ent  w^  1  1  ..'"'''  P'°''^« 
your  hand..     You  ht-ird  tV.f  Hffi         ,  V  ,       ''''''  *''^'^  "'^"^r  "' 

'--"  ui   jt  1  om  an  un',.\ppctai  ouartor       \VI,v    <i.„  ui     i 
"or  i.i  t.'iiif  r     U',.  ...         •.  luaiii,.      >iiu,   tlio  black 

'•>    liUK   :        \V(.    trace    is    jirO<'l(.;s    fr-nr.^    .,1.         «  1  "'■"^"^ 

!'^yc   a  c.u.irmation    of   tha     gu N    .^^      ';i'    "7''^^-      W. 
i'^ivo  it  in  Mr.    f'l  ^^^\"-^^^7t  r,  the  cl-rk  at  ilaniikon.      Wo 

Hico.      \Vo      .    e  the  r,  i  '     '^    ■'    """    ''    "^'^   ^'"•'"    "I'   '"   *he 
recognises  her     t  f    >  /•         '^  '"')""•'"?  ^"or  it.   and  JJnrclay 

^•I'.'U  takes  Place?  'a-   1  i"        ^"'%'"^'^   '''•-•^•^'•-      At    Ilamdton 

i6x 


i  1 

{ 

P. 


!     !    f 
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•i   so  on.        You    trar(f   1„t   h 


Mr.  Gilford  dver'i 

not,V,.l  when  she  troes  „„t.        Ti,.    ,    '    J    '      '     ^^  '-^  «^'«tinctly 

IJut    that   my«t,.nous    bun.ll.,     which     contains 
formerly  in  the  trunk,   .s  taken  uwaj  bv  the  pnscmJr  '      Thf 
box.    the    pn-oner's   ,lecIaratio„   k.vs     wont    o- 
sent  empty.       It  wei.ehs  21  lbs.  ^^hen  ,t  is'sent 


the    article? 


t.y,    and    WMR 
:iv,av  i'rem  the 


of     t        T(,.,t    ,\,    41, „    1-....   ,,  „.,     ^'-^.'  . '"    •"tiile>   taken   out 


of   It.      That    is   f|,n   htHi,]],,.      What   did    it 
yuii     not     traco     tliat    unfortunate     v^oman 
step     by     step.     ,:j,     to     Low     Waters,     wh( 
weaiie.i   l.ntli 


C 


iiison 


(TO    she 
f>a\.    tired    cnoueh.        She    asks    fo      '    "" 


lU'     1,- 


consist   of?      Did 
up     that     ro.id, 
finds    Mrs 

0,1 


»-._L",',:;,:;'„\,„.'  '^i  :,r ':?,;:;:  ;;;;™°;;„^i'i;,  '■"^' 

— the    bloodv    clothes  7Iinr«    „■..„    *i  ...  •  -saet,  uait 

labelled  No.' L'O         v  the  17       Lk        ''";..  T^""-""*   >"    ^hred.. 
couidrv    in.l    t)  ,>  1   ■     T  •'  ''3'/ii'>  ol.,rcrs  are  scourin-  tho 


an,]  identified  as  that  of  th 


irisenor.       There  is  no  dnubt 


It,   t'T  Mrs.   Adams   knows  it— Sarah    4d  .^o   i-,  x         ci. 

cnt-c:  ..K„  „.       1  .  '^aian  Adams   Knows   it         She 

says  she  saw  her  own  sewintj  upon  it      It  i^  of  n  +l,i  i  ,• 

.  ■  iM  n   our   01   tii(>  lier-Te,   or  Kcnttrrr.<l   u„    ,  ^  ,       . 

labelled    \„     'M      .,,,,1    •*         •  ,  •     ^"""^   •^mmnl       Jt   is 

Ifiore  rnav    be    (dii  it    ■ibmif    if      c  „                             .     f  "'"^    ^<'    ''■• 

oi;i.„  I    ^               .  ,  "^    aoout    >t.    b.r   wmcev   p'tt  coats  ma\-  lio 

alike:  but  vou  wi     jud.'e  whether  it  u-,=  "ti          .     ^"^  ^^>    '* 

coat  Fn  .;r,t),.r  fill'     ""y'"-^  1'^  was  the  pn.sorier's  pctfi- 

?h       r'iT^V     '^"T    "''"''    'J'-F'Peared    that    Frid.v'n,.!; 
Ihat    n,d.t   she   went    out   wdh    it,    out    she   came   home    .dh 

102 


u*^ 


Addresses  to  Ju 
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ttiiotlior        Jhcso   witnesses   l;„„w   ,!,,.    ,lr<....    h},,,!, 
(ol,.theT>nso,u.r'..  l.v  tl,,.  |i,,,,n,vs  wl.,..|,   iM,a,l. 

B,t  there  18  ev.dcnco  of  it  besides  in  fhn  dctad,ad  sleevo  ^hicl. 
^a.  ound  in  the  pr.son.T's  hou  o,  l.bel:.  d  No.  --.i.  It  wn'  lund 
.y  11.0  same  on.cor.  :  ,t  is  of  the  san>e  .tuff,  it  l.as  the  4me 
lm„.e,  .t  IS  the  .loove  of  that  ,,o.n.      ^Vhc-o  is  the  nZon.7. 

-i^;zt^;'h^^^^^^^^^ 

h!nod-Hta,n.!    Hnthi..   of  the   prisoner    and    of       e   mu  deS 
.■orr,an.       ou  will  jud^e  by  the  evidence  if  thcv  had  b<rpi,  c^ 
h^  e  In-  the  prisoner     Why?     >he  was  with  the  decoa.  d  S 
..iKht  Jesme    M 1  hcrson    lay    nn-n    her    face    whcr    f,.„  d 

and   while  .he   wa.s   m   that  jn.sitirn   the   iron   chopper    or   an 
in<.trunient  like  t!,at,   was  wielded  „p„n  her  bodv    uth  f     rfu^ 

,n  to, rents-clothes  wero  blood-stained,  and  it  was  n.ce. 
ary  to  dispose  of  the  bloody  clothes  Is  the^re  anv 
•ioubt  about  the  rnarks  upon  "  the  cloth.s  bein^  Woo"/? 
-u  have  hoard  the  opinion  of  Professor  Pennv  unon 
t  at  point,  and  tho„,:,h  there  is  a  doubt  whether  it  is^iu  n  " 
Wood  or  not,  there  ,s  no  <loubt  that  it  ,s  the  blood  ? 
njann^ahan  creature.  As  to  the  wires,  the  prisoner  s  id  .at 
tl,  y     ad   been  pushed   into  t!,e  lire  bv   her  little  Ik,v.        She 

lose  ^ires     and   burning  has    n„t  expun.u-e.i    it.        Tl,eiv   Jas 
n,...l  to  take  them  t,.  Hamilton-the  tire  would  pur.fv    h  m 
iyt,  pentlomcn,   it  takes  a  hot  fire  to  pur--   a  crime-       The 

Sndi  in  a  brief  outline  of  the  testimony  of  these  cIotL 

hv  clothes;'  Mrr  ,'''?"''■•  "^'"^  •''■^"■^''^^^  '■■•■^^-  "-'•  ^-i^ 

V   clo  hos?        Woody    clothes    r.re   oft.n    shown    in    Curt.s    of 

ce.    never,    perhaps,    beior,v-at    I -ast    I    may    say    v,.,^- 

^c'Idom--has  a  tale  like  this  been  told  bv  such  clothes    i.vou 

Jl^v-o  «een  exhibited   before  you  durin,.  this  lon-^  tr  T  ,o 

a  0  CTcumstances  of  evidence  which  r  oint  out  '  To  ^   t  of    h  • 

ZTZ\    ^^' "^"  ''"  ""^'-'^-^"•l  ^t  is  a  dreadful  S^    .-tl 
Iocs  not  leave  its  nnpress  belnnd  for  ^ood  or  for  evil,  for  '  bless 
nj  or  a  curse.     Our  footprints  are  Lit.     In  wh.lcv  r°  o  d    the 
r.  .r;;:  -^'"--/--d  or  bad.  have  life,  and  they  wiil    '   t  'y 

Irilu  '^^^^'•^^"  ^  '•^'^••"°"^.  Pontlemei.;  there  aie  bloody  ."  I 
pn nts.  Whose  are  these  footj-rints/  I  have  heani  it  Lid- 
>f  '^  a   poettcal   fancy-tli.at  the   eye  of  the  murdered    person 
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Mr.  Clfford  p. t^uns  upon  its  retina  a  picture  of  ti,e  raur<lerer.        It  is  no 
fiT^      ancy     but  r.  w„n,!crtul  iact.        Tl.e  neighbourhood  of 
tic  mur.Iered   body  retains  the   .mpress  of  the  murderer;    the 
bloody    iootpnnt.s    are    there.        They    arc    not    those    of    the 
deceased^      \on  heanl  the  medical  evidence  and  the  evidence 
or  the  officer,  on  th,s  p,u,.t.       The  officers  say  that  tlie  loot 
prints  are  smaller  thun   those  ^vhieh  could   haVe   been  left  by 
the    decoas.d.         Dr.    Mackod-a    gentleman    .killed    in    such 
mir      T?"*''   "-'°,''"   *««*'"'°ny-      'i'l>^y   mu^t    bo   the   foot- 
F  em.Ul  ^%  ""-^^^f  ■  ,     Aro  they   tho  footprints   of  .Tamo. 
Hemn-?        Dr.    Macleod   says    '•  Ko."    for    Fl  ming'g    foot    h 
broader  and  h.njrer  m  every  way,  and  that  it  is  flat      IIo  say 
that  the   footprints   arc  very   lilco  such   as  would   lx>  made  by 
ho  prisoner.     It^a.s  tlio  first  impression  of  Dr.   Mackod  that 
It  ^as   a   w„m:,ns  foot  that  had   made  tho  impress;    and   hi. 
ti8t  impression    becomes   a   fixed   conviction    afterwards,   tliat 
the  footprint  was   mnue   by   ;,   woman   havi,i<^   a  r.tl„r   small 
foot    with  a  h.^h   instep.     That  is  to  say.   ho  look.l  a 

TthS'r'.r''";?'''   ""'^   ""■^""'■^"'  them-and.    indee.l.   did 
2,   ,       ,  ^^  *'""'r'f  ";;'''--';''''-y  to  satisfy  himself  whether  the«o 
maik.  uere  made  by  tho  i-.t  of  tho  prisoner  or  by  that  of  Xfr 
James  Fleming:      It  must  theroforo  Lo  apparent  th'.at  the  mirkn 
were  not  made  by  Mr.  Fkmin.'s  foot,  or  by  tho  foot  of  docoa  ^ 
There  has  been  no  su?-osti„n  of  ,u-yl)„dy  ,!se.     Tho  i,visoner- 

the  -Ml.;,   who  had  tho  piato  ,n  her  possession-tho  party  who 
came  away  that  Saturday  morninp  wearin-  Jessie  M'I>herson\ 
gown-it  must  have  been  her  foot  that  made  these  impressions 
It  1.S  eircwm.stantial  evidence,   -entk'nien.   but   stro,,.'    you   s«> 
when  you  put  the  several  eireuiii.stances  t,Mr,.thrr         '" 

I  do  not  want  to  pre.s  points  of  .ktaiC  but  thev  luivo  some 
It  e  importance.  Mrs.  Kra.ser  ^ot  a  ^rlas*  of  rum-a  ^^T^ 
tnHmir  circumstance,  but  triHes  are  very  often  in.lieative  of 
unporrant  laet^.  .She  pot  a  plass  of  rum  from  the  ri.one 
that  n,..ht  That  was  in  Mrs.  CampbelFs  kifhen,  whe  >  ,  ere 
was  n  botio  of  It.  Was  that  l,„ttle  taken  .away  by  tie 
prisoner  th..t  nipht:  Mrs.  Campb.ll  ,lid  not  say  ihat.  but 
she  mi..ed    .t   .K.vt^  mornln,^    and   she   h.ul   not  .seen   it  ^ince. 

lo«  flat  of  1  .  and  thivt  botflo  has  the  smrll  ,.f  rum;  and  the 
officer  who  found  ,t  tasted  it,  am!  was  satisfied  that  it  con- 
tainwl  nim.  t  is  not  a  very  uncommon  bottl,-  You  hiv- 
it  here.  I  ,hro  say  there  aro  nuny  such;  but  the 
c.rcunis  anro  of  rum  boin-.,^  in  it.  the  missinR  of  t  by  Mri 
fampbell.  tho  findmtr  of  it  in  Sandvford  Place,  arc  S 
nrcmnstance,  requiring  to  be  laid  .o^eiher  U,  arrive  at  tho 
tn    h       N„„,.  of  tho.i.  cireumst.nces  alone  by  i.self  is  perhaps 

mn    1  nl'  7'    '  ^'^'''»-  '"'^'  taken  together.'  they  form^  very 
impo.tiint  ciiuo   of  ev!fh!<f<«  —  J  J 
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Then  as  U>  the  motive  for  the 
t  moncv  from  her 


■isouei 


inurdei 
friends 


Jt  was  said  tli   t  Mr.  Clfford 
I  kr 


linow  not  what 
she  jiot,  but  there  is  evidence  of  her  poverty.  On  the  Ith 
of  July  she  must  have  had  no  money,  for  bIic  coukl  not  fro  out 
without  pawnin;;  an  article  of  furnit.irc.  Then  Iicr  hu-liand's 
watch,  coat,  vest,  trousera,  and  ring  were  all  pawni-'i,  and 
she  had  forty-one  nawn  tickets  in  her  possession.  When  Mrs. 
Adams  trot  money  to  lift  something  she  used  a  jocular  cip.  cssion, 
whieh,  "although  jocular,  contained,  alas!  a  great  deal  oi  truth. 
i  ('.o  not  mention  this  as  a  proof  r.f  robbery;  I  only  allude 
1.)  it  to  show  vhe  prisoner's  poverty.       The  nt  xt  day  siie  had 

ion<7.  Things  are  relieved  ;  watch  and  clothes  are  bioughi 
Mck.        She   buys    new    articles   of   clothing.        There    n    no 

race  of  her  old  "bonnet;   it  was  never  seen  by  a  iiunian  eye. 

M  had  also  money  before  she  was  in  Lundie's  pawn.     Sho 

H.J  .£4  of  rent  before  twelve  o'clock.  What  1  have  to  say  is, 
li  is  not  unlikely  that  Jessie  M  rhcison,  a  saving,  industiiou.^ 
.'oman,  Iuk]  money  in  her  trunk.     I  do  not  charge;  tho  pannel 

ith  having  stolen  money 

Mr.  Clark— She  is  not  chargod  with  stealing  money. 

Mr    r.nvoiu) — I  do  not  charge  her  with  it;  but  I  say  this  iS 

!i   element  which   you   mu^t   t.iko   into   account  if  yen    lound 
'here  was  any  pv  bability   tliat  Jessie  M'Pherson   had   money 
besides  dresses. 
(J'jntlemen,  I  have  sketched  briefly  th.  history  of  this  murder. 

h.ave,  I  know,  omitted  many  points.     I  will  not  dwell  upon 

.!>  contrad'ctions  of  the  prisoner's  declarations.     I  do  not  ask 
u  to  convict  upon  lying  dcclaratic  ns.       You  have  the  story 

!d  by  tho  f;'.ct8,  by  th'-  articles  produced,  which  need 
ii'it  tlic  lies  of  the  prisoner  to  enforce  belief  upon  yi'U.  I 
lliercforo  ask  from  you  a  verdict — for  I  contend  that  tho 
ividence  which  has  been  laid   before  you   is  sufiicient — amply 

■ifTicicnt — to  convict  the  prisoner  at  the  l)ar.       I  say  nothin;;; 

!  the  peculiar  mannor  in  which  this  murder  has  boen  attempted 

■  1)0  I'xpl.iineil.     You  will  wci'jrh  everything  upon  tho  evidence. 

ad  leave  nothing  to  be  detcrmine<l  v.ithout  proof.  I  make 
:  o  appeal  to  your  feelings.  May  the  Omniscient  and  Almiglity 
iltid  give  you  grace  and  wisdom  to  return  uccoi-ding  to  your 
•'.itl'.s  a  true  verdict  ujion  the  evidence. 


Mr.   Clark's   Address  to  the   Jury. 

Mr.    »'i,AKK    then    addri\--scd   the   jury    as    follows: —  Mr.  Clark 

Gentlemen   of   the   jury,    my   learned    friend    the    Advi.i  ato- 

dcfiuto   complained    tliat  he    was    lalx.uring   under    a    sense   of 

great  rcsponsibilitv.  and  under  a  fcelinL'  of  deep  anxiety,  when 

ho  stntoii  to  you  the  case  on  b  half  ol   the  iir(is(-ci;ti<'ii         If, 

»6S 
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Mr.  Clark  in  discharging?  tJiat  duty,  lie  i(-!t  ho  \v;is  labouring  under  that 
respnnsihihty  and  under  that  anxiety,  I  dare  say  vuu  will 
understand,  in  some  resficct,  the  much  greater  anxiety  and 
much  greater  responsibility  which  I  must  necessarily  have  in 
endeavouring  to  discharge,  so  far  as  my  feeble  abilities  i-'-rvu 
me,  the  most  rospr)nsible  duty  and  the  most  anxious  task  which 
can  devolve  upon  any  member  of  the  profession  to  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  belong.  And,  gentlemen,  I  must  now  set, 
myself  to  state  to  you  whr.t  occurs  to  mo  on  belialf  oi  the 
prisoner  who  is  arraigned  upon  this  charge,  and  to  state,  t.> 
you  on  her  behalf,  the  observations  which  occur  to  me  upon 
the  evidence  as  leading  to  the  conclusion  -U,  which  I  wish 
to  bring  you — that  tiic  c!;argo  has  not  been  proven.  I  feel 
con.scious  that  in  endeavouring  to  discharge  th.it  <!uty  I  rauit 
come  verv  far  short,  indeed,  of  discharging  it.  1  must  tru.,t 
to  your  considcr.aion  of  the  case  to  supply  thcio  numerous 
defe<t.>  whicli  must  necessarily  e.\i.-,t  in  my  st.itemcut. 

Gentlemen,  I  feel  increased  anxiety  with  regard  to  this 
matter  in  consequence  of  tlie  history  of  this  ca^e,  and  the 
notice  which  it  has  already  received  ill  the  public  l're;-<.  Dav 
after  day,  and  week  after  week,  the  details  of  this  trafredy 
were  printed  in  the  newspapers,  and  circulated  widely  in  the. 
neighbourhood,  and  there  could  !i-)t  but  be  an  impression 
ereaicd  in  the  m.iid.s  of  (he  public  which  iiiight  more  or  less 
prejudice  the  prisoner,  ;.ud  miglit  even  lead  to  her  case  being 
prejudtred.  I  beg  of  you — for  that  imprecision  must  have 
reached  you  to  some  extent — to  endeavour  to  throw  it  aside. 
I  know  how  difficult  it  must  bo  for  you  to  do  so,  however 
zealous  you  may  In — arul  I  Iniow  you  will  be  zealous  in  dis- 
charging the  great  responsibility  that  lies  upon  you. 

I  really  must  call  upon  you  to  mi.strust  e\  en  your  own 
judgment  in  the  mattor,  so  wide  has  ben  tho  circulation 
of  all  the  evidence  which,  it  was  afhrmed,  told  ag.dnst  tho 
prisoner.  without  any  other  evidence  being  brouuiit 
before  tho  public  wiiich  was  in  her  favour.  With 
these  observations,  gentlemen.  I  now  jirocei^l  to  brintr  under 
your  notice  tlio  evidence  which  has  been  laid  before  you 
in  the  course  of  these  last  three  days.  And  I  v,i!i  endeavour 
to  otTace  the  impression  which  the  powerful  speech  of  the 
Advocate-depute  mu.st  necessarily  have  created  in  your  mind.^ 
I  think  I  will  be  abh?  to  show  you  that,  in  his  own  language, 
this  ease  is  a  mystery — is  u  mystery  still,  wliirli  all  the  evidence 
which  you  have  heard  during  tho  long  and  protr.icted  trial  has 
not  unveiled.  That  evidence  may  lead  to  suspicions,  and 
your  suspicion.s  may  more  or  less  rest  somewliere.  Th.' 
prisoner  mav  be  suspected,  another  may  also  be  suspected,  or 
thoui^ht  to  Ik-  the  murderer.  Rut,  so  far  as  the  prisoner  is 
con  -lied,  1  thin'.  I  will  b.:  able  to  show  viui  that  all  the 
lit 
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t'vidence    broufrht    against    her 


cannot    Icarl    to    that    positive  Hr.  Clarlt 


certainty  of  fruilt  which  must  exist  in  the  minds  of  all  of  you, 
ht'foro  a  veniict  of  puilty  can  b.i  brought  against  her  by  all 
>'i  you  or  any  of  you. 

CcntlcmtMi,   consider   what   thn  charge   m  the   indictment   is. 
is  a  ch.u'ge  not  oi  an  ordinary  murder.     It  is  not  :'.  murder 


It 


cau.sed  by  a  blow  given  in  tlie  heat  of  pas.sion.  It  is  not  a 
murder  eonunitted  in  a  struggle  that  had  arisen  between  two 
persons  who  had  been  hostile  to  each  other  before.  That  is 
not  the  kind  of  ease  which  the  Advocate-depute  has  stated 
and  says  he  has  prove'i.  But  to  spe.ik  in  his  own  language, 
\t':  charges  the  muider  of  Jessie  M  rher.-un  against  her  own 
mt).,t  intimate,  n:n.,t  kind,  most  <L-ur  friend,  lie  says  that 
upon  that  nicfht. — that  Friday  night  or  tho  Saturday 
moraing — that  we.k  and  rlclicito  wuniuu,  who  i(,r  long 
years  has  t>  en  aiLni:  <v,t  >iiici-  she  was  confined — tli::t  weak 
.iiid  delicate  wi  .nan  li;td  stoud  over  her  friend,  and  wielded 
against  her  that  ir.strument  which,  he  says,  was  the  instru- 
ment by  whieh  Jessie  Mi'her.son  met  her  death.  Is 
It  po.^.-ible,  gentlemen,  for  you  to  bojieve  that  statement?  Is 
It.  possible  for  you  to  think  tluit  all  the  evidence  which  has 
been  laid  before  you  during  tho  course  of  tlie  trial  caii  make 
you  credit  such  a  fearful  stury  as  that?  You  arc  ciiled  on  to 
believe  liiat  t!io  prisont  r's  motive  for  committing  this  crime 
was  the  obtaining  posses -ion  of  a  few  old  dresses  and  some  plate 
to  raise  money,  and  that  for  these  she  forgot  iier  .friendship 
;.nd  forgot  her  lovo  for  the  murdered  woman.  You  are  asked 
to  believe  that  with  no  other  object  she  intlieted  tho„e  fearful 
voiinds  whieh  havi*  been  diseiibfd  to  you,  and  stood  ovr  and 
laangJ.Ml  the  body  of  her  dearest  friend.  Scarcely  any  evi<lence 
could  lead  us  to  i  redit — scarcely  any  evidence  could  prove  .<uch 
a  statement — and  certainly  it  is  mit  proved  by  all  the  evidence 
v.liich,  circumstantial  and  otherwise,  has  bi  en  adduce*!,  and 
upon  which  my  lrii.ud  ahuie  as!is  for  a  verdict  against  tho 
prisoner. 

It  may  be  that  cir..anist:intial  evidence  i.^  suffeient  in  somo 
I  ases  ;  but  I  have  heard  for  the  tirst  time  tiiat  (>videiice  of  that 
kind  is  to  be  relied  on,  and  rL-ccived  as  conclusive  of  tiic  guilt 
of  tho  accused,  wluii  it  has  failed  to  develop  and  explain 
tho  whole  mystciy  oi  tin'  dark  cloud  whieh  hanris  ovrr  the 
tragwiy  which  was  enacted  in  Sandyford  Place.  Cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  genlleiiu'ti — evidence  of  great  Ktrength 
-is  (ivideriee  on  which  many  a  culprit  has  been  convicted. 
But  it  has  been  evidence  oi  a  kind  which  has  laid  bare  all 
the  facts  whicli  were  important  for  juries  to  know,  circum- 
stantial evidence  of  tho  kind  whic  h  has  e.\j)Liined  the  niy.-tery, 
and  clearly  shown  tho  accused  to  have  been  the  murderer, 
without  anv  nu.-terv  vet  left  to  li.>  <  xiilainid  or  to  li  •  accounted 
for. 
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■r.  Clark 


Am],  gentlemen,  I  think  I  might  refer  in  this  matter  to    ,n 
uecui-reneo   which   is  well   worth    lor  vou    to    keep    in    view— a 
case  which  actually  occurred  in  the  :uinals  of  this  country  only 
a   few  n.„n;!..  ago.        I  have  the  case  Ivintr  before  me  on  the 
table    reported  in  the  books,  l       Threo^  persons  were  charged 
together  with  having  committed  rape,  and  th.-y  were  identilied 
1  here    was    not   circumstantial   evidence   (.nly,    but   there   n-as 
identification  also  and  declaratiun.s,  the  incon.si^t-.ncy  of  which 
was  relied   upon;    and  the  jury,    lollowing  the  charge  of  tho 
judge    returned  a  verdict  of  gniHy  against  one  per.son,  George 
Uavid.son,  who.se  ca.se  is  reported  here.    Gentlemen,  that  person 
was    convicted    by    a    un..nimou.s    verdict   on    evidence    which 
appears  to  have  sati.f'cd  the  jury  and  satislied  the  judge,  and 
he  was  sentenced  to  twenty-one  yeai.s'  jienal  servitude.    A  month 
or    two    elapsed,    and   time    rcveale<l    tiiat  the    whole    was    an 
utter  mistake;  and  ho  who  h;ul  been  convicted  in  the  manner 
1    have  <lescnb<:d   w.is   found    to    bo  p?  rfcctlv   innocent   of  the 
charge  of  which  ho  was  accused,  and  received  on  that  ground 
a   .ree  panlon.      I  only   ask  you  to  keep  that  before  you,    as 
Hhowmg   you    how   prone   we   are    all   to   error,    and    how  that 
evidence  which  may  appear  to  be  convincing  is,  after  all,  not 
so.      And     gentlpmen,  if   t!ie  charge   had   been   that   which   is 
made  m  this  in.hctm  nt,  and  the  discovery  of  the  innocence  of 
the  accused  had  not  been  made  till  after  tlie  time  when  Georw 
Davidson  s  innocence  was  ascertained,  it  would  have  been  past 
human  power  to  repair  in  iuiy  degree  the  error  which  had  beon 
committe.1,    and    an    inn.)c:nt   person  w-aild    have   perished  on 
the  gallo-..s. 

Gentlemen,  fh.at  c;'mj  occurred  wiiJiin  ten  months  back  I 
mention  it  to  show  you  how  little  one  can  rclv  upon  circum- 
stantial evidence  which  is  not  dear,  Ftromr,  and  consistent  in 
every  respect,  and  not  only  strong,  cl>ar,\ind  con,istent  but 
such  as  exidains  away  every  mystery  v. Inch  exists. 

Gentlemen  it  is  riot  easy  to' reach  the  conclusion  that  the 
paniiel  is  guilty  of  a  crime  which  is  imputed  to  her— a  crime 
ot  this  hoiribio  atrocity-a  crime  so  unlikely  that  .'■he  could 
have  committed  it— unle.vs  every  mysterv  is  removed,  and  unless 
her  guilt  IS  demonstrated  in  tlie  ele  -est  evidence.  Hut  mv 
inend  the  Advocatc-.kj.ute  tells  you  how  he  accounts  for  her 
commiUin-  this  crime.  She  was  pressed  by  poverty,  and  he 
proved  her  poverty-her  husband  being  a  man  who  is  in  tho 
receipt  of  .'JUs.  a  week,  and  giving  her  ids  wages,  as  well  as 
her  brother  giving  her  his  wages  when  he  happened  to  be  in 
the  country.  lie  proved  her  pnvertv  bv  pome  ri.r.mist.nnnes 
upon  which   ho   rehcd,   and   the   iui-i.tion   u.-s   to   ^tlnw   that   sho 
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hail  raihcd  the  money  which  paiu  her  rent  hy  the  pawning  of  Mr.  Clark 

tho  plate,  of  whieh  [  am  to  tpeak.     Gentlemen,  that  was  dis- 

piovcd.      The  Crown  did   not  know  tliiit   fact— tho   Crown  did 

not  notice    the   fact   that   the   monev    by   whicli    she    paid   her 

rent  on  Saturday,  the  5tli  July,  was  money  which  was  not  raised 

hy  pawning,'  that  plate,   because  the  rent  was  paid  before  tho 

piate  could   have    been    pawned.         I   confess,   gentlemen,    my 

aiaazement  when  the  Advucate-depute  was  driven  conclusively 

out  of  that  sugges^tion  by  ev  idcnce  which  he  himself  had  led ; 

tliat  he   should    have   resorted,    Tor   the   purpose  of  explaining 

tiiat  mystery,   to  a  mere  insinuation  whieh  he  had  not  made 

uiiUcr  of  open  chaif;e,   that  ho  should  have  insinuated  that, 

in  addition  to  those  articles  that  are  chai-ged  on  the  indictment, 

iiiid    of    which     alone    the    pri.^;oner    had    "otice,    that    eho 

had    committed     the    theft    of    some    £4     from    the    trunk 

of  Jessie  M'Pherson,  of  which  money  we  have  not  tlio  tlicrhtest 

evidence,   the  existence  of  which  moni^y  depends  merelv   upon 

thj  insinuation  of  the  prosecutor — an  insinuation  which" he  <iid 

not  even    attempt    to    prove,    and    of    which    he   did    not   give 

■  aiy   notice.     Uut,   gentlemen,    even    if    he    coidd  prove  it,   he 

could  not  have  proved  it — lie  could  not  have  proved  the  separate 

crime  of  the  theft,  as  has  been  laid  down  in  a  varietv  of  cases, 

without  triving  the  prisoner  notice  of  the  f.ict.     Hut,  gentlemen, 

I  do  con. plain  that  when  the  only  theory  on  which  he  explains 

tliis  foul  munler — the  only  motive  which  he  in  realify  assigns 

is  disproved  by  facts  which  he  has  adduced,  it  should  be  made 
to  <if  pr>i;d  nut  upon  tho  matters  which  he  has  [ir..\ed,  but  u-ion 
ni;'.tUrs  whi'h   he  himself  has   alone  in.sinuatcd. 

Now,  gentlemen.  I  think  we  have  no  motivo  assigned,  but 
'^ometiiing  insinuattd,  which  must  bo  thrown  to  the  wind.-,  for 
the  consideration  of  this  crime.  Is  it  likely,  in  the  circum- 
stances in  whicii  this  crime  was  ( ommitt«<!— is  it  in  the  least 
degree  consistent  with  likelihood  that  the  prisoner  was  the 
murderer  of  her  own  friend?  Just  consider  the  circurn-^tanc-s 
which  we  certainly  have  traced  in  the  course  of  our  long  inoiiiry. 
Ih-'se  you  must  keep  in  view  in  deci<iing  this  (jucstion.  Tho 
murder  is  committed  in  Mr.  Flendng's  house  while  he  is  present, 
and  when,  according  to  the  prosecutor's  case,  tho  pri.soner  must 
li:>.v3  known  that  he  w.is  in  his  house.  The  murder  is  com- 
mitt'xl  when  he  is  present,  and  the  murder  is  committed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  show  you,  according  to  the  statement  of  the 
doctors  who  have  been  examined — I  mean  Dr.  Flen^ng  and 
I'r.  Macleod— in  a  way  which  rhowH  that  there  h.ul  been  u 
severe  conflict  between  the  pcr.von  who  commitUd  the  murder 
and  tho  deceased.  We  have  evidence,  at  all  events.  ,  "  the 
existence  of  strife,  oven  on  the  «;v!<!ence  vhich  Flemim:  hmiFelf 
givw,  and  to  which  I  shall  immediately  speak;  but  the  <loctorR 
tell   you    tli.it    there   was   evidence   <if  "a    severe   conflict.      And 
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Mr.  CUpk  whit  my  Icarnr.l  friend  says  is  this,  that  the  person  who  I,ad 
stood  ov,r  the  body  of  ii  frieii  1,  mangliiifr  it  with  that  wear.on 
havninr  committed  the  bloody  deed  bv  the  infliction  of  upw'xrds 
ot  iorty  wounds,   and   havinn-  d<,ne  that   in   .1   house   in   which 
she  knew  that  a  person  was  livii.p,  and  after  a  severe  conflict 
between  hersell  and  the  deceased,  tliat,  instead  of  -oinp  away 
from  the  house  as  fast  as  she  could  pet.  that  there  mipht  be 
the  fewer  traces  of  the  eruilty  deed  which  she  eommitte,!    she 
stayed  apjurently  in  that  hou.-e  until  a  little  befor-  nine  o'clock 
in  the  monuiig,   washing  at  the  floor,   and  washini?  the  dead 
body— all  these  circumstances  are  said  to  be  consistent  witJi  the 
prisoner's  guilt.     Is  that  a  conceivable  proposition,  that  a  person 
haviiig  c,.:nnuttc<l,   after   a  grjat  conliict,   a  severe  conliict.   a 
murder  m  this  house,  would  have  remained  for  hours,  it  may  be 
and  I  think  it  must  be.  if  she,  aecordin-  to  the  prosecutor's  theory' 
did  not  reach  home  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  mornin^— that  she 
would  remain  hours  washing  out  the  traces  of  the^rimo  from 
the  kitchen  where  it  had  existed.  rul)bing  out  or  washing  out 
the  traces  of  the  crime  from  the  lobby,  and  washing  out  some 
b.ood     u  considerable  portion  of  blood  even   in  the  bedroom? 
All  these  things  nre  part  of  the  prosceuto.'s  case;  and  I  want 
you   to   consider   whellier   it   is   possible   that  this   can   bo  con- 
sistent witii  the  prisoner  being  the  person  who  committed  that 
crime— and  committed  tii:it  crime  according  to  the  prosecutor's 
theory,    as    ho   has    explained   Ids   case   to    vou,    unaided    r.nd 
unseen.     He  doesn't  assert  that  Mr.  Fleming"  was  in  any  otL  r 
position  than  m  his  bed.   as  ho  savs,  during  that  ni  d.t  •   and 
therciore.  the  account  whieh  ho  gives  o;  the  case  is  such  as  I 
havo  represented,  and  ilut  is  the  case  which  he  wishes  vou  to 
believe.  •' 

Ayo,  and  having  been  so  much  pressed  for  money  as  he  says 
she  was.  as  to  lead  her  to  the  commission  „f  this  fearful  oiience 
^vhat  uoes  Hhe  take?  Only  some  plate  and  some  clothin-: 
-Not  the  whole.  cL,th.ng.  All  ihat  we  hear  of  is  tlie  taldng 
01  some  articles  ot  phate  N^hich  are  .said  to  be  all  the  plat" 
m  use  in  the  open  dr..wer,  and  some  <lre^-sts  '..hieh  behm-'cd 
to  a  uieri.l,  l>ut  r.,uM  not  have  been  nil  lier  clnthin-  Ami 
it  she  eould  havo  Waited  to  wasli  up  tlie  traces  of  her  crime 
.-IS  tJio  prosecutor  asserts,  and  ler  ..bj,-et  had  been  ,,h,n,kr' 
how  is  It  that  these  artirl,.s  wl,ieh  he  lil,els  as  havi!,..  been 
taken  by  iier  after  the  commission  of  that  offence  are  so  few 
—that  she  did  not  take  the  other  aiticles  which  mu.st  have 
existed  in  the  huu.:e,  aii<l  whi.'h  she  must  have  been  want  in- 
If  her  object  was  plundor?  And.  further,  there  was  not  one 
of  these  articles  winch  she  is  said  to  liave  renoved  after  tlie 
commission  of  the  offence  stained  with  bloed— not  one  of 
them  I  say,  hiis  been  proved  to  have  been  stained  witii  .itiy 
blotHJ  whatever.  My  fri<-nd  the  Ad\().;atc-deput^>  says  that 
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il'xxlv  hands  had  taken  thc^o  article-^  out  (^f  the  tr 


unK  wh 


ich  MP.  CUrk 


the  kitchen.        Now,  if  this  had  ]i 


til 


\se,  the  skill 


)f  my   friind    Dr.    Pci.iiy   would    have  <l(t(.<;ted    the  marks   of 


blood  upon  the  artich: 


liut  it  ha.s  not  been  so,  and  there- 


ire,    g'jntlemen,    I    tliink    it  ia    incredible   t-ci    believe    that    a 


iieiso! 


1     who    coiit<ni[il.ited     murder,     \\]\ 


'^^ 


Illllt  : 


niirder  was  plunder,    would  have   acte<l   in  the  way 


in   w 


hich 


the 


prisoner  is   said  to   have  acted — would   have   remai:ie<l   to 


havo  washeel  out  the  traces  of  the  bloid  and  at  the  same 
time  have  contentcni  herself  with  the  fev\'  articks  which  slie 
1-3  chargfcd  with  havii!2^  taken. 

Now,  wcntlemen,  these  are  the  leading:  fe.iture.s  of  this 
case  aa  they  present  themselves,  apnrfc  alto<,atlier  from  the 
evidence  by  Avhifh  the  prisoner  is  said  to  be  provi^l  p-uilty  of 
iiiat  crime  which,  I  say,  is  one  of  the  most  unparalleled  and 
unitriccdented  that  ever  was  he;ird  <  i — a  case  of  all  others  the 
niist  difficult  to  prove.  I  say,  prentlemen,  it  is  altosethcr 
impossible  to  believe  that  for  the  purjiose  of  obtaininpr  a  few 
pounds  this  wi  man  would  hnvc  committed  such  a  frightful 
r:-ime — tliis  weak,  frail  woman,  labouriii'r  under  sickness  for 
some  iiim.',  coiud  have  struck  doAu  in  that  ferocii..'i'.s  and 
horribl,^  manner  her  clearest  fii'-nd. 

Now,  let  us  see  wiiat  are  the  facts  (in  v.hich  the  jiublic 
prosecutor  relie.s  for  tracing:  the  puilt  of  this  prisoner.  I  shall 
lei'iT  to  it  without  alludinir  to  the  declai'aiions  of  whicli  you 
h.ive  heard  mo  s])eak  to-day,  and  whicli  the  Advocat*-depute 
said  lie  <lid  not  can'  about,  anil  yet  to  whieli  iie  constantly, 
and  in  almost  everv  sentence,  referred.  Let  us  sec  what  is 
the  evidence  on  which  this  matter  d<^peiid--.  She  never  was 
seen  near  (he  hou.-e  in  the  course  f'f  that  nijht.  She  was 
seen  at  the  Gusliet  House,  -which,  at  all  C'vents.  is  ten  minutes 
or  a  (juarter  of  an  hour's  walk  from  Sandyford  Place  ;  and 
tiie  Advocate-dep'ute  was  candid  enouirh  to  admit  thnt  the 
statement  you  received  from  the  witness  Mary  Adams,  that 
the  prisoner  said  she  was  froinp^  to  see  Jessie  M'Pherson,  would 
not  sustain  the  Ih'ory  of  prcmeilit.Tted  plii"iler. 

Nor  will  that  statement  entitle  you  to  infer  that  she  was 
[irescnt  in  the  house  that  nirrht.  liut  let  us  see  upon  what 
the  prosecutor  relics  for  prininp;  her  presence  in  it.  A  l)ottle 
is  one  part  of  the  evidence — a  common  pint  Lottie,  in 
which  there  had  been  some  rum,  which  had  been  put  a^ido 
into  a  common  press,  as  the  witness,  Audley  Thomson,  told 
you,  beside  a  preat  manv  other  bottle-.  Surely  that  is  vo'-y 
'jli'lht  evidence  to  resort  to?  The  bottle  has  no  peculia.ity. 
It  w;is  not  seen  taken  by  (he  prisorer.  The  aboence  of  tlio 
bottle  from  Mrs.  Campbell's  house  was  not  disc(nered  until 
Monlay,  the  7tli.  atid  slie  did  not  p''i  loin!  to  iileiitify  tlie 
bi'ttle  in  any  respis't.     Tliere  was  t!ie  lodL'cr  in  Mrs.  ('amiibeH's 
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llr.  rinrk  house,    ^.linso    cvi,!(n((.    wo    have    not    in    this    matter,     find 
which,   I   think,   certainly  the  Crown  ou-jht  to  have  advanced 
if  they   hud   pleased.        Now,    pcntlcmon,  tlie  prisoner   is   out 
all  iii','ht  ncoordinjr  to  the  statement  of  the  Crown.       Th;.t  is 
not  very  v.  ell  {.roved   citliei.        There  is  no  doubt  that  there 
are  some  incon.sis;tcncies  in  the  declarations  as  compared  with 
the  evulcnco  which  ha.s  been  put  before  you.       Mrs.  Campbell 
says  she  went  out  at  ten  o'clock,  and  that   she  did  not  rttiirn 
until  nine  o'clock  in  the  moniinor :   a.id  the  prosecutor  a^ain 
refers  to  the  declarition.s  in  which  it  is  allc<j'd  that  slie  was  in 
at  nipht.       Mr.s.  C;tr.T,bell  does  nt  t  know  but  what  .she  hiid 
.1.  latch  key.       Tiie  lock  was  an  ordinary  one,  and  it  may  be 
that  she  liad   sojne  key  wh.ich   opened   it,  or  it  may  bo  *^.hat 
she  was  let  in  by  the  assistance  of  John  SfDonald,"  who  was 
living  in  the  house  at  that  time.       In  the  absence  of  his  testi- 
mony,  which   the  Crown  could  have  procured  if  ncccssarv     it 
IS  impo.ssil)le  that  the  sincle  statement  made  by  ]\frs.  Campbell 
— without  at  all   impeaciiing  her  honestv— that   the  prisoner 
wan  not  in  the  house  at  live  o'cl>  ck,  and  tlint  she  let  her  in 
at  nine  o'clock,  can  be  relied  upon  a.s  conclusive. 

Another  matter  to   which   !   hive  to   refer,    .-.nd  tx)   which 
rny  friend  Mr.   GifTord  referral  in   raJier  a  poetical   wa^  is 
the  footniarl-.s.       There  vcre  f;.ipe  footmarks  r,n  these  boards, 
but    only    two    have    been    produced.       I    cannot    toll    whr. 
there  was  only  one  person  who  made  the  comparison  of  these 
footmarks,  and  he  does  not  say  how  he  comriaied  them         Ho 
does    not  say   that  he   had   put  the   foot   and   the    f.ntmarka 
togcth-r        All  he  says  is  that  he  cnmpar.xl  them,  bat  !;e  does 
not  tell  1k,w        Ail  he  snys  is  that  the  footprints  might  have 
l>ecn   m.H.e   l,y   a   foot  such    as   the   prisoner  had         And    are 
you  to  found  on  that?       I  believe  Dr.  Mach- d  is  not  statin- 
anything  but  wh.at  he  thinks  is  the  truth  on  the  matter,  but 
yet,  Ji  ;e  otaer  men,  he  is  not  infalliblj.      Rut  we  have  between 
Ins  observations  and  Dr.   Watson's  a  most  sin-ular  contradic- 
tion   which     I    think,    entitles    me    to   sav    tliat    the   evidence 
i    ,    ,'^'""-^"^*  '^'^"""^  ''P  received  with  the  snme  wei-dit  when 
wo  hrd  that  ho  <.mits  from  the  report  of  the  injuries  which  the 
unforiiinate  woman  had  receiv  d~what  r»r.    Watson   describes 
as  a  remarkable  bruise  on  tlie  lower  part  f  f  the  spine.       But 
all  you  have  on  this  matter  of  tlie  footprints  is  Dr    Maclcod's 
statement,    and    ho    thinks    they    mipht    have    been    made    bv 
the    prisoner's     foot.       That     is     all     the     evidence     he     ha. 
given    on    the  subject.        Ami    therefore,    gentlen.en,    I    think 
that    in    the  .absence   especially   oi'    the  other    i.olprii.t    whieh 
we  ou-ht  to  have   had   here,   and   in  the  absence  „f  ,.nv  eor- 
robor.ation    of    Dr.    Macleo.l.    v.hieh    mi-ht    c.silv    have    been 
here;   m  the  absence  of  any  clear  proof  tlmt  these  footmarks 
were  absolutely  i.lentical   with  Uie  prisoner's,   it   is   impossible 
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to  lay  very  much  stress  on  the  circumstances  said  to  establish  Mf.  Clark 
tlint  she  was  present  in  that  house. 

But  let  us  see  some  of  the  other  f;\cts  on  which  my  friend 
r  lies  for  cstablishin-r — bo  it  observed — that  she  'vas  present 
•I  the  house.  I  am  speakii.pr  now  of  the  mr.tter  ot  the  plate. 
i  ho  plate,  it  is  said,  was  pawned  on  Saturday  mornin.^,  and 
it  was  in  the  house  as  late  as  nine  o'clock  on  Friday  morning. 
'I  was  p.iwne<l  by  the  prisoner,  accordinf):  to  the  Crown, 
l)out  half-past  twehe  on  Satnrday,  so  that,  says  mv  friend 
the  Advocate-depute,  is  conclusive'  proof  of  the  tlieft ;  and 
not  only  conclusive  proof  of  tlio  theft,  but  of  the  circumstanco 
that  the  prisoner  was  in  the  house  at  the  time.  And  why? 
The  only  proof  of  the  theft,  and  the  only  proof  that  she  was 
in  the  house  with  the  plate  on  the  Friday  nijrht,  J!i^t  consists 
in  this,  that  she  is  roiitrailictod  in  thi;  matter  by  Mr.  J.ames 
r'lomin;:^.  Now,  unless  you  l;p!ieve  James  Flemin<r's  evidence, 
and  can  trust  to  every  partic-ilar  of  that  evidence— can  believe 
the  stianiTQ  story  which  !io  told,  and  vvliich  I  shall  acain  h.ave 
to  comment  on — there  is  notliing  whatever  to  implv  that  in 
pa^Tiinc^  that  ijlato  the  prisoner  was  either  £;uiltv  of  <heft  or 
that  she  was  in  Florainsr's  hm\se  on  the  Friday  nijrht.  She 
says  she  p^ot  it  from  Flemio'j:,  and  even  accused  as  s!io  is,  I 
think  I  would  Iclieve  her  word  sooner  than  the  word  or 
Flcminr,',  whom  you  have  heard  examined,  and  whose  evidence 
was  not  rif  the  character  to  command  respect. 

And  what  are  the  other  thinp-a  throueh  ^hich  the  pri--oner 
is  said  to  liave  l)ecn  in  th.at  hr.use?  Why  this,  that  slio  is 
hi  possession  of  somi>  of  Jessie  M'Phers'in's  clothe^.  These 
clothes  of  Jessie  M'Plierson  are  not  prfivi d  to  have  been  in  the 
house  recently,  uidess,  attain,  there  mnv  be  some  reference 
to  that  in  the  declarations  as  to  some  of  them.  My  friend  says 
she  went  out  wit'i  a  bro\\Ti  prown  of  her  own  and  returned 
with  Jessie  M'Plierson's  f.v'wn  on  !irr  back  to  her  own 
house  neit  n:ornin<r.  That  the  pr'^oner  disputes;  and 
nhen  Mrs.  C',-impb-!l,  Viho  saw  the  {)risoncr  cnme  in, 
was  e.tamined  about  the  ijown — the  irown  tliit  was 
dyed — she  says  the  prisoner  had  0:1  r.  different  pjov.n  on 
Saturday  morninir  from  the  <;own  she  had  on  on  the  Friday 
<  venin'.T  ;  but  on  looking  to  the  crown,  she  frankly  admits  that 
the  jrov.n  was  not  trimmed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  jro^vn 
(vhich  she  saw  the  prisoner  wear  on  tliat  Saturday  mornins;. 
It  is  told  you  that  she  returned  with  a  crown.  Mrs.  Campbell, 
whose  evidence  was  civen  in  sucli  a  way  as  to  entitle  it  to 
'•e'pect  from  all,  is  pven  to  the  effect  that  she  was  not  aware 
tliat  the  jjown  she  wore  was  differently  trimmed,  and  the 
prosecutor  tells  yrui  that  this  circumstance  shows  to  you  that 
she  was  present  in  the  house  that  ni'jlit.       The  other  articles 
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MP.  Clark  has   tracwl  to   her,   foiindirip:  trinmph.uitly   ufxn  her  declara- 
tion.      A-'in,  you  are  .-(,t  to  presume  tliat  because   slie  mav 
have  lic'u  [.roved  to  liaix-  been  in  jH-ssession  of  these  articles 
on  the   Saturday   mornincr   that   she   necessarily  <rot  them   on 
the  Friday  night  at  Sandyford  Place.     Th.it  is  a'p-rcat  infcr- 
enc€  to  drar,-.       She  may  have  cot  them  on  the  Friday  iiipht, 
but     she    may    li;Me    p,t    tiiem     without    beini^    present'^  [<a 
Sandyroid    Pi;.,x',    witliout    beinT    present    uhen    the    ir.urdcr 
was    committed     at    all.         'Jhink,    in    the    first    idan,-.    how 
the    witnps-jos'    identifications    are    to    be    dist.rustc<l     in    tlio 
proving   of    tfio    box   which    was    rent    round    from    all    these 
different   railway   station-;.        Do   v<u    icmember  the    cvM^enre 
of  the  witness,   Mr.   Smith   Dnnlop,  when  lie  Avas  examinrd  in 
tho    l)nx.     He   was   ffoinn-   to   leave  the   witness-box   with    the 
impression  that  tho  box  wliich  was  sh(,wn  him  was  the  identical 
box  which  the  p'^r.son  had  Ijcen  speakino:  about  when  the  person 
was  in  iho  shop  on  Wednesday,  the  'Jth.      But  could   he  ulti- 
mately  say   tli.it   it  was   t''     box   which   h;id   been   pot    in   his 
premises,  and  of  \.hich  he  had  no  recollection  whatever?     Yot 
ho  was  prejiared  at  lirst  to  identify  it  and  speak  of  it  as  the 
very  bix  which  the  prisoner  had  sjot,  and  yet  we  have  it  fr,  ,;.d 
to   dill'erent   railway   sMti.,-        we   have    it    bioken    up.    and    it 
IS  s.iid  that  those  dresses  wlio  in  the  box.     That  is  :io"t  proved 
by   a   particle   of  evidence   which   is   laid   before   you.    becauso 
Wo   havu   tho  box  poin,2  to  tho  railway   station   wiiiiout   bein? 
broken — it  is  broken  beTore  wo  see  it  apai-.i;  and  thrso  railway 
oHicials  speak   merely  to   the  transit   of   tho  box   without   tho 
particular  ilresses;  Init  thoy  do  not  speak  of  (he  box  in  «iiich 
it    is  said  that  on    Satunlay   the   jirisoner  depositi  .1    ,i    .crtain 
bundle.     Then    Hlair  tells   you   about    the   box,    and    t^dls   you 
that   It   had   an   overlock.        Hut.    whatever  tho  box   contained 
\shen    It    was    passing    ;il„ri.j    these    railways    at    that    time.    I 
maintain  that  it   is  not  proved   liy  evidence  to  have  contained 
thobo  articles.     And  nonxn,  uj)on  that  matter,  tho  prosecutor 
has  to  ro.sort  to  the  prisoner's  declaration  upon   this  matter 
to<..  and  points  first  to  a  series  of  questions,  in  which  she  is 
nske<l   about  a   variety  of  articles   and   not   sliown   them;    ar.d 
then    they  are  suddenly   produced   against   her,    and   then   he 
say.s  she  contradiets  herself.     That  is  the  way  the  prosecutor 
(ieals  with  her  dcclariition.      But,  even  siippnsinn;  these  article 
to  liave  I)e'n  hers,  and  to  h.ive  been  traced  to  tho  prisoner. 
It  has  not  been  stated  that  she  was  at  tho  house  in  Sandvford 
I'laec  on  tiio  Friday  iiisht.     She  mi?ht  have  pot  them  without 
beinjr  there.        It  is  perfectly  reasonable  to  supfioso  that   she 
should;  and  surely,  in  such  a  case  ns  thi.s.  nothing  whatever 
could   bo  made  uuitter  of  infevenco  ar<l   assumption   unless   it 
m  absolutely  nei-os,s4irily  inference  un<l  necessarily  assumption. 
Now,  pentlemen,  another  J  uttor  is  strangely  founded  on  by 
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f!io  prosecutor,  and  t!iat.  I  think,  is  about  tho  last  bv  which  he  Mr.  Cl.i* 
Iir(>i)oses  to  estahh'^h,  hy  vhat  he  calls  a  chain  of  circumstantial 
oviilonce,   and   almost  to   your   satisfaction,    that    th«   nri-^nner 
was  in  Sandyford  Place  that  nisrht.     It  i.i  those  clothes  which 
are  found    at    Hamilton,    and   his   case   is   this:    thov   an>   put 
into  that  black  box  which  Sarali  Adams  took  to  the  ra-'lway 
station,    and    which     t!rj    prisoner    followed    on    Tuc^-.^av    to 
ihinulton,    where   she  was   seen   witli    a    box    and   bundi-,'  and 
wwre    she    was    seen   near    a    place   where    afterwards   certain 
articles  were  found.     Now,   the  proof  against  the  pri  ..ner  on 
that  point  depends  entirely  upon  this:    are  vow  satisfi,-d   with 
tlio  identification  which  theso  articles  have  receivc<l?     That  iu 
one  part.     They  are  not  proved  to  have  been  in  the  prisoner's 
custody,      lli-y  are  not  found  in  her  eustodv;  but  certrin  raps 
ue  picked   up  on   the  hijrhway  or   in    some   other   parts   near 
Hamilton  and  n(>ar  Low  Waters,  populous  places,  an.I  thev  are 
said  to  be  part  of  the  prisoner's  dress.     Now,  what  proves  that 
rt.n.t.ment?     Mrs.    (^impbell    did    not   swear    that    anv    one   of 
tliem  bclonpd  <o  the  prisoner.     She,  her  lodper,  who  is  living 
^ith  iier,  declines  to  identiiy  those  rags,  and  to  sav  that  tliey 
must  be  the  prisoner's,   and  muid   be  no  others;   because  vo.i 
must  keep  in  view  that  \^h;.t  identification  means  is  not  that 
tliey    were    likely    to    be    pri;  oner's,    but    that    they    were  tho 
|in<oner's   and  no  otherj,    and  could  not   bo  another  person's 
But     there     are     two     witnesses     who     are     said     t..     have 
Kleutitied    these    articles     and    let    us    see    what    it    is    that 
they    propose    to    identify.       Two     witnesses— one    of    vliom 
admits    that  on    a    formi  r   oeca'^ion    ^^hcn    she    was    e-aminod 
she    told  a    Vu:     and     ^\llo     is    the    daujrhter    of     tho    other 
\voman,    who   had   quarrelled   with   tho  prisoner,   and    had   pot 
her  daughter  examine.!— they  swear  that  they  can  i.Icn'JlV  th-se 
sirrds   as  a   petticoat,   and,   not  onlv  that  tliev  can   identify 
thiso  shreds  as  a  petticoat,  but  that  tJiev  ran  positively  assert 
It  to  bo  a  petticoat  of  the  prisoner;  and  Sara!»  Adams  .■speaks 
to  one  or  two  stitches  which  she  savs  she  made  a  consider;- ble 
time  before— May,    ISOi'.        I'pon  what  strong  links  .Iocs  the 
prosecutor  hang  his  chain  of  circumstantial  evi<Ience  when  he 
says  that  you  are,  in  a  case  of  this  fearful  atrocitv— in  a  ca«e 
of  hfo  and  death— to  believe  that  tiiese  articles  which  I  now 
hold  ill  my  hands— these  shreds  and  patclies— were  one  and  all 
of  them  parts  of  a  petticoat  which  bolon-rcd   to  the  r.risonert 
I  defy  any  person  to  tell  with  certaintv— I  mean  with'  the  cer- 
tainty wliich  alone  is  important  in  cases  of  thi^   kin.l— that 
that  was  a  petticoat  which  belonged  to  the  prisoner,  or  to  be 
able  to  say  more  than  that  it  is  a  piece  of  flannel  which  is 
stained  with  blood.     Aeuin.  gentlemen.  lo..k  at  these  ra«r9  of 
a  wincey  petticoat,  of  which  they  speak  with  erjnnl  certahity 
Ihoy  say  that  that  is  the  jirisoner'n,  without  telling  you  how 

'75 


Mrs.    M'Lachlan. 


' 


Mr.  Clark  tlicy  know.  Tluy  s;iy  thii'V  iik-ntify  it.  Can  y.ui  hclicvo  tliat 
they  can  identify  that  as  tl;."  [irisinicr's,  i/r  can  \:ni  believe 
th<'y  can  identify  tJiesu  raj^s  of  a  {];u\vn,  and  that  you  are 
entitled  to  jump  to  the  conclusion  to  which  Mr>.  MGr(c;;iir 
jumped  when  in  tlio  bo.x,  that  because  .1  sleeve  of  the  8ain-> 
inaterial  i.3  found  in  the  prisoner's  house,  that  must  ncccssarilv 
be  tho  sleeve  of  the  pown  which  was  found  near  ilamiltoii? 
Gentlemen,  that  ob.servation  of  Mis.  M  Gre'^'or's  just  sIkuts  you 
h()\T  these  persons,  without  really  intending,  it  may  be,  to  be 
difllioncst,  jumped  to  conclusions.  Hearinp;  of  this  ca-^o,  they 
think  they  can  bo  no  other  than  the  prisoner's;  hfarinq;  of  thi'a 
case,  they  pioceed  to  their  identificati(«n.  Do  you  Buppore  that 
if  these  articles  had  been  foimd  at  a  place  where  the  prisonrr 
never  Ir.d  been,  and  which  place  pjie  never  was  near,  tiiey  could 
have  idrntified  these  articles  or  that  you  could  beliovo  and 
trust  to  that  ideiitilication  whioli  th'.y  ■j-ive?  Gentlemen,  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  must  de[>,'nd,  sur'dy,  upon  some  tar  stronger 
facts  than  these — far  strong-r  and  l)etter  evidence  than  you 
havo  from  these  women— Mr-«.  Campbell  declining  idi  ntification 
altogether,  the  two  Adam  ,e.s,  mother  and  daughter,  saying 
that  these  articLs  b-jlongtd  to  the  prisoner. 

And,  gentlemen,  there  is  anoth -r  somewhat  important  p.%rt  of 
tho  prosvcutor't',  case.     Along  with  thefa  rags  was  found  another 
petticoat  on  whioh  my  friend  nlied,  and  pathetically  told  you 
that   it   belonged   to  Jessie   M'Pherson,    the  murdered    porBon. 
Well,  Mary  Downie  said  so,  .nnd  said  that  that  pcttieo.it— a 
common  llannel  petticoat,  with  no  marks  whatever — was  Jessio 
Ml'h.r^on's.       Th.it    was     tho     prosecutor's     case     with     cno 
witnrss.       IJut    wien    tho     petticoat     was     put     into     Sarah 
Adams'  Jir.nds  slie  told  you  a  difiercnt  story,  and  told  you  that 
it  was  like  a  bit  of  a  gown  that  belonged  to  the  prisoner's  Bister. 
Now,   is  i>arah   Adams   telling  you   the  truth   that   this   is   a 
{letticoat   tliat   belonged    to   tho   prisoner's    sister,    und    miulit 
i.avo    been     in    tho    posscEsioa    of    tho    prisoner?       h    that 
tho    prosecutor's    case?      Ono    matter     of    evidence     I     think 
1     may    also    notice,     and    it    is    that    in    that    box  wlueh 
IS     supjiosed     to    havo    contained     all     the    bloody     clotbue: 
there  aro  no  marks  of  blood.     Not  a  truce  of  blood  is  found. 
and   tho  handkerchief   in   which   tho  articles   were,    wliich    wa  < 
said  to  havo  been  carried  by  tin  prisoner,  did  not  conceal  wli  it 
it  contained.     Mrs.  Chassels  told  you  that  she  saw  a  flounco  of  a 
dress  in  tho  parcel  which  llie  prif^oner  had  in  liumilt<m.     Tho 
ritiunco  is   not   trimmeti   in   tho   way   in   wjiich   tho  coburp   is 
trimmed — tho  coI)urg  which  wan  found.     It  might  be  said  b\ 
his  lordship  upon  the  bench   that  this  is  a  mistake  of  Mrs. 
Chassels;    but   aro    you    to    discredit    mistakes    to    make   youi 
chain  of  evidence  complete  1     Surely  u  chain  of  circumstaiitnil 
ovidonoo  cannot  bo  complote<i  and  woven  into  such  strength  as 
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tu  enable  you  to  return  u  verdict  unless  there  were  no  nustakes  Mr.  Clark 
to  throw  discredit  upon  such  ti  matter  as  that  A,,,]  is  the 
conduct  of  tho  prisoner  lik.ly  or  consistent  with  tJie  conduct 
01  a  person  pom-  to  conceal  the  evidence  oi  her  crime'/  She 
does  not  do  tho  th.n-  stealthily.  She  mi^ht  have  gone  to 
I  ami:ton  herse  1  and  got  up  (hat  box  without  being  seen:  but 
she  goes  up  to  Mrs.  Chassels,  gets  assistance,  and  takes  a  walk 
out  that  road  where  these  articles  were  found  many  days 
..fterwards.  M,e  comes  back  to  Hamilton,  and  tiio  witness 
Minilccs  Chas.sels  could  not  undertake  to  say  that  she  had  not 
even  hen  a  bundle  with  her.  There  is  no'  evidence  to  show 
that  she  got  nd  of  that  bundle. 

An.l  now  I  will,  in  the  meantime,  pass  from  those  pieces  of 
evidence  which  are  directed  ajrainst  the  prisoner  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  under  your  notice  certain   matters  which    I   think 
thro^v  greater   light   upon   this   mystery   than    anvthing   whi,h 
"e  have  yet  iieanl.     Gentlemen,  the  prisoner  is  "not  tlie  onlv 
P-rson  who  was.  according  t(.  the  Crown,  in  suspicious  cinum"- 
.tances  connected  with  this  matter.     The  case  .,t  the  Crown  is 
that  .lames  Hemine.  althoutrh  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  tho 
murder,  and  for  three  ,h,y     thereafter,  is  wholly  unconnected 
«.th    hat  murder.     It  wont  do  for  my  learned  friend  to  say 
that  he  was  un  accomplice.     His  case  is  that  .lame.:    Memincr 
was   NNh.!lv   unconnected  with   tho  crime;   and   tho   p,„secutor 
rehes  on  tho  evidence  of  James  Fleminir,   who  himself  was  at 
one   time   in   custody    upon    thi.s   char-e,    .nid    was    afteruards 
liberated,   under    wh.it   circumstances   I    shall    now    show    v.m, 
James  I'lemmg  is  s.iid   to   be  eighfy-seven   years  of  «.r,>         jt 
«o„M  have  been  well  had  tliat  allegation  reite,]  on  niore'satis- 
lac  ..ly  evidence.      H,-  himself  let  out.   someuhat    imwittiiKdv 
n.  his  examination  that  he  is  seventv-eight.     I!ut.  at  all  ,  v.m's' 
lis  faculties  are  unimpaired.      We  know,  moreover    that     uhile 
he  pri.soner  at  tl...  bar  was  on   the  most  friendly  term's  with 
ho  d.ct.ased  woman    he  was  not  so;  but,  on  theVontrarv,  wo 
havo  the  evidence  ol  Mrs.  Smith,  who  declares  th.it  the  deceas,^! 
compl.nnod    to    her    of    his    conduct,    that    tho    old    man    h.ul 
rendered    her    hfo    well-nigh    insufferable:    an.l    that    Jes^io 
had    a    story    to    tell    tho    witness    which    she    co„ld    not   toll 
in  tho  pmsenco  of  her  husband.     (Jentlemcn  r.f  tho  jury    that 
-s  something   to   tako   with   you    as   to   the   part   which"  James 
ommg  playe.l  in  this  oxtiaoniinary  tr.igedy.     H„t  let  us  see 

•oTn  •;      '*;!    'w.".""!r    '"'"'"■"'   "•■'>""•        ""   "•■V^-^    *l'"t    at    f.,ur 

•Clock  on  the  Saturday  mornin-T  ho  was  Bwldonly  st  irtl.-d  from 

U8  sleep  |,y  three  loud  squeals  as  of  a  person  in  great  distrew 

m  tjio  bou.^e.     Ho  jnmi.ed   out  of  be<l.    looke<l   at   his   watch 

W  in  again  and  slept  till  about  eight,  and   lay  awake  till 

..no.  wh..n.  Mn.l  when  only,  ho  rose.     That  was"  his  r^itivi 

Matement  in  the  course  of  the  Mamination-in-chief.     It  will  be 
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Mr,  Clark  in  your  rccdllection  that  lie  repeated  the  same  statement,  the 
same  positive  assertion,  to  me  when  I  commenced  my  examina- 
tion-in-cross. The  nest  statement  which  he  made  was  that  ho 
went  down  to  the  kitchen  after  beinf;  dres-ed,  after  nine, 
and  saw  notliin;;  there  to  attract  liis  attention  except  that  the 
screen,  on  whicli  some  clothes  hail  heon.  lu.d  fallen  on  some 
press  or  closet  off  the  kitchen.  He  found  the  servant  absent  and 
the  liouse  in  this  condition,  that  th'^  back  door  was  locked  on 
tho  inside,  and  he  could  not  tell  now  whether  the  wicket  which 
opens  to  the  arc.i  wa«  snibbcd  in  the  inside  or  not.  thourjh  he 
said  to  the  witness  M'Call  on  tho  Mojiday  that  it  had  been  so 
snibbed  on  the  inside.  And  then  he  said  that  the  out->r  door, 
by  which  he  would  obtain  access  to  the  street,  was  just  on  the 
check,  and  added,  "  Aye,  that  was  just  the  way  she  must  have 
got  out." 

Now,  pentlemen,  you  must  observe  that  it  is  very  important 
for  Mr.  James  Fleniini:!  to  niako  means  by  which  tlio  party 
whom  he  eays  was  in  the  house  and  committed  tho  crime 
cmerped  out.  lie  does  not  bar  the  door  in  tiie  inside,  bo  as 
to  show  that  it  must  have  been  some  person  remainincr  inside, 
and  therefore  he  nrranrres  the  bars,  so  that  the  only  exit  from 
the  house  is  by  the  \ijiper  dnor.  lie  says  that  the  first  person 
ho  spoke  to  that  mfirnin?  was  let  in.  Now,  tho  first 
person  ho  spoke  to — for  1  put  the  question  mopt  plainly 
at  the  outlet,  .is  I  hope  you  will  remember — was  the 
pirl  Brownlie,  Mr.  Stewart's  Bervnnt,  who,  he  fays,  came 
at  eleven  to  ask  the  loan  of  a  spade.  She  came  at 
two,  but  that  does  not  matter.  The  important  matter  with  us 
is  as  to  tile  person  he  first  spoke  to.  That,  of  course,  was 
after  the  prisoner  must  have  been  .away  from  tho  house,  and 
by  nine  o'clock,  even  tho  pettiiigr-up  time,  the  prisoner  must 
have  been  away  from  the  liouse.  H'lt  was  Brownlie  the  first 
person  that  James  Fli'niinc:  spoke  f"?  My  friend  says  I  bepan 
to  refresh  his  memory  in  the  box  about  the  milkman,  and  he 
candidly  admitted  that  he  spi.ke  to  tho  milkboy.  He  says  the 
milkboy  came  at  nine  o'clock,  ami  tliat  he  was  n"t  dressed  when 
tho  milkboy  came,  and  also  that  he  had  never  been  at  the 
kitchen  before  he  was  dressed.  The  bell  is  rung  by  the 
milkboy,  and  was  riinor,  as  the  master  and  boy  told  you,  always 
a  quarter  before  eipht  o'clock.  The  bell  is  not  rung  twice, 
tind  there  was  no  delay  in  answcrinp  it.  Flemincr,  wh"> 
had  never  done  this  before,  answers  that  bell  by  openinir 
the  door,  and  the  boy,  who  knew  him,  Faw  him  at  the 
door.  What  does  he  licnr?  lie  hears  the  chain  taken  oft 
the  inside  of  that  door.  He  says  he  heard  it,  and  you  heard 
him  pive  his  evidence  on  that  point.  Every  means  of  cpress 
was  secured  upon  tho  inside,  every  person  was  out  of  the 
house  except  James  Flemin-j    by  his  own   statement.       Now, 


AdcIiL'sscs   to  Jury. 

•ihat  is   all   proved,  I   think,   to  demonstration.     Gentlcmtn,    I  Mr   Clark 
presume   these    facts    were   not    known    to    the   Crown    before 
1-lcminpr    was    liberated,    or    they    w,h:!<1     not    surely,     in     a 
casL-  of  life  or  death,  have  kept  hack  witnesses  so  ma'terial  as 
iaton   and   M'^uanie.        Thcsa  statements,   if  they   are  true, 
are  inconsistent  with  any  person  hayinpr  fX»ne  out  of 'that  house' 
h^aving  the  dead  body  in,  because  all  the  means  of  epress  could 
not  have  been  shut  up  in  the  way  in  which  Fleming  describes 
aem.     It  has  devolved  on  the  zealous  eseriions  of  those  who 
arc  engaged  in  tlio  defence  of  this  prisoner  to  br'ng  forward 
this  evidence  A\hich,  upon  her  behalf.  I  am  compelled  to  put 
before  you  for  your  consideration.    Well,  what  does  Flemin-r  do  i 
He  comes  down,  he  says,  and  noticed  nothing  rem  rkable  in  tue 
Kitchen,  though  there  must  have  been  traces  of  bkod  on  the 
l.o(;r,  though  there  were  stains  of  blood,  as  Dr.  Flemiiin-  ."caid 
obviously   and   di.tinctiy,    upon   several   places   in   'he  house— 
remains  in  the  kitchen  for  three  days,  taking  hi.,  meals  there, 
without  having  his  attention  directed  to  any  of  these  things, 
lie  knocks  at  Jessie's  door,  finds  it  locked,  and  then  concludes 
that  she  has  gone  out,  and  for  threo  davs  expects  her  instantly 
to  return.     Ho  finds  bluod,  which  I  think  ho  notices  uiion  the 
Saturday  afternoon,  on  the  shirts  on  the  screens  which  were 
oeforo  the  fi -e.    And  he  tells  you  that  in  all  these  circumstances 
there  was  not  on-  \Nliich  made  him  think  that  anything  unu.-ual 
had     happened     or     suggested     that     ho     sIkIuW     tell     the 
;K)liccmau  or  even   tell   a  private  fncnd.      He  saw   Sloan     hi-^ 
ton's  cashier,   on   the   Saturday,    and   did   not  tell   him    '   Ho 
Kiw  Mr.  M-Aihster  upon  the  s,u,day,  and  did  not  tell  him.     He 
walked  the  streets  of  Glasgow  upon  the  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
-londay,    wheio  he  mu.st  have   passed   many   policemen,    and 
pas,sod  many  friends.     He  saw  Darnley,  \.ho  called  for  Jessie 
on  Saturday,  and  eipres::ed  his  desire  to  see  her— repeated  his 
visit  on  Sunday,  still  more  anxi,nis.     Everything  is 'concealed 
irom  i)er.son3  whom  he  conies  in  contact  with,  and  he  says  that 
not  a  suspicion  of  anything  wrong  ever  ciossed  his  mind,  that 
fio  was  expecting  the  woman  every  moment  back.     That  is  the 
witness  whom  the  Crown  mu.t  rely  on  for  their  theory  in  this 

Another  very  remarkable  fact  in  the  Crox\n'8  case  wliich 
tame  out  was  this— thi-  kitchen  was  washed.  It  was  very 
necessary  that  the  kitchen  should  bo  very  well  redd  up  in 
order  that  Fleming  might  take  his  position  of  being  ignorant 
of  what  had  occurred.  If  the  kitchen  had  shown  .such  marks 
}^  I  really  think  it  did.  after  all.  as  no  human  beino-  cominp 
•nto  It  could  pnssibly  have  missed,  then  Flemin-'s'' position 
:s  perfect  y  inexplicable.  Rut,  in  order  that  all  suspicion  or 
proof  of  his  knowle<Ige  of  the  condition  of  Jessie  MPherson 
nd  therefore  proof  of  his  guilt  should  not  be   apparent,   t.hc 
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Ir.  Clark  kitchen  must  he  put  in  (.rdtr,  and  the  l.hjody  streak,  where 
the  bddy  was  trailed  from  the  Ivitehen  to  the  bednnnu,  nnist 
be  oblitoratud.  It  is  washiii  uj),  wasiied  up  in  sucli  a  inanntr 
as  to  be  totally  inconsistent,  in  my  mind,  for  the  na-ims  1 
have  already  ur.L'cd,  «ith  the  sruUt  of  the  prisiiner.  The  (jueB- 
tion  i'^,  when  was  it  wa-hed  uj)  /  Dr.  i  leniinpr  tells  you  that 
when  ho  saw  ti'u  lobby  about  seven  o'clock  on  th''  Rfonday 
nipht  it  ajjpeared  to  have  been  wa-hed ;  tliat  it  was 
moi-it,  and  that  the  floor  of  the  kitchen  was  moist,  and 
Dr.  FIeinin<jr  v.as  the  first  d(  (tor  tliat  was  there  excejit  Dr. 
\\'ats<pn,  who  took  no  particular  notice  of  the  state  in  which 
the  lobby  was.  The  dther  witnesses  no  duuht  lound  that  tht 
floorincr  was  dry,  but  they  did  not  sec  it  until  about  nine 
o'cl(>ck,  which  only  siiows  how  fast  the  water  will  dry  upon 
tlie  kitchen  floor.  What  Dr.  Fleminc  tells  you  was  wet  at 
ppven  o'clock  ir,  dry  at  nine  o'clock,  and  the  washinir  out  of 
the'  -t, litis  of  blood  upon  the  floor  could  not  have  been  fin  the 
last  (It  ti'.sion  on  which  the  prisoner  could  have  been  ther(> — 
I  uie.in  on  the  Saturday  morninp,  three  days  nearly 
before  these  mirks  v.ere  seen.  Who  washed  that  blood 
away  I  We  do  not  k"ow.  Wo  have  n;i  person  who 
saw  it,  Init  Mr.  Flomiiip  tells  you  that  he  was  durinfj  the  whole 
of  that  period — it  is  his  case — alone  in  the  house,  unsuspecting 
anythin;;  wrfinp  what<\er.  Ndw,  prentloTnen,  is  that  a  story 
which  vdu  can  take  off  his  hands,  old  mm  as  he  is?  lie  has 
all  his  faculties  entire,  so  as  to  be  able  to  see  the  condifioii 
in  which  thinjrs  are.  He  can  read  without  ghisses.  He  can 
Bee  people  well  enough  in  the  neifrhbourintr  prardens.  He  must 
have  seen  these  obvious  .Mid  distinct  lilooii  marks  in  tin 
kitch(ii.  Surely,  trentlemen,  you  cannot  believe  that  he  took 
all  his  meals  in  the  kitchen,  and  noticed  blood  upon  his  shirts, 
without  suspectino;  anytliinfj  wron<r,  and  without  its  occuiring 
to  him  to  have  the  door  of  the  servant's  room  lirok(  n  open  or 
picked  in  some  way  so  as  to  see  what  liad  bet  n  the  matter 
Yet  that  is  the  account  he  pives,  and  it  is  s.nid  .ill  that  is  per- 
fectly consistent  vitli  innocence.  1  tiunk  it  shovs.  froU' 
Flemintr's  own  statement,  coupled  with  tiie  statenuiit  which  1 
elicited  from  that  witness  who  had  not  been  accessilile  to  tin 
Crown,  tliat  he  was  shut  in  with  the  body  of  the  muidered 
woman,  that  he  knew  of  the  nuiriler,  and  knew  of  lu  r  death 
^\■]lpn  the  milkboy  came  tliat  morning.  Tli.it  he  km  u  of  liei 
death  is  proved  by  ids  comintr  to  the  door  at  that  hour  and 
taki!"jf  off  the  chain  when  he  iieard  the  milklioy  there.  These 
matters  catmot  be  exjilained  consistently  with  his  innocence, 
and  surely  that  would  be  of  itself  sufficient  to  show  that  there 
is  a  case  of  far  graver  suspicion  attaching  to  him  than  to  the 
imfoitunate  woman   at  the  bar;  and   I    must   therefore  ask  yoi 
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fo  keep  these  facts  in  viev.-  whirl,  were  n.iknown  to  thr 
ut  the  time  when  this  invLstigatiun  was  coruiucted 

An,  1  there  are  ctTtain  oihcr  matters  whieh  I  think  I  sliould 
.1  so  call  your  attention  to.  There  was  also  the  stain  cf  blood  in 
Flrmngs  ,nv„  .oom.  which  must  be  kepi  in  view.  Now, 
gtntienieii  there  is  o.,e  more  consi<leratii>n  v.hioh  I  think  I 
must  lay  before  you,  lor  I  atn  forcul  to  bring  before  you  every 
'.roumstnnc.^  whieh  .onn'tts  Fleming  v.ith  this  awful  tra-cdv 
And,  suppose  1  assume  th;  t  the  prosecutor  has  now  prove.fthat 
Mr,s.  i,.  Lac.ilan.  the  prisoner,  waa  in  the  house  at  the  time 
A-iil  It  prove  her  gu'-  with  these  circumstancefi  as  against 
Hemmg  who.  according  to  his  ov.n  account,  was  with  the 
<leeeased  alone  iron;  six  that  -i-ht,  while  the  prisoner  could 
not  have  come  to  the  house  much  bcioro  hulf-p..st  ten  or  there- 
abouts. ^o^v,  sujipoMng  she  did  come  to  the  house— which  I 
am  lar  trom  assuming— at  half-past  ten,  accordinr.  to  the 
prosecutors  theory,  what  awful  deed  might  have  been  com- 
mitted by  that  timel  And  she  came  then:  alone,  accordin-  to 
•he  proserutor-s  the..ry,  and  found  herself  alone  in  presence 
oi  that  <rimo.  Kven  supposing  that  this  was  the  case,  « re  vou 
to  assume  tlut  she  was  the  guilty  person,  or  was  com xrned 
■n  the  tnght:ul  murder  oi  a  person  for  whom  she  ^ntertaintni 
he  greatest  frKudship,  an<l  between  whom  and  Mr  I'i.mii,.' 
there  was  that  disagreement  \\hieh  arose  from  a  cause  w!  icU 
Mrs.  Smith's  evidence  pointed  ut? 

Now,  in  this  chain  of  cinuinstantial  evidence,  as  it  is  called 
t.iere  IS  noth-.ng  cnsistt-nt  v  ith  th.'  j.risoner'g  guilt;  and  vet 
all  the  trown  can  show  is  this,  tliat  the  prisoner  wa.s  with  Mr 
Hemingm  these  circumstances  i„  iUv  l-.u.se.  ami  the  prosecutor 
calls  on  y(,u  to  select  one  of  the  two  as  being  the  guilty  t.arty 
ie  asks  you  to  select  the  prisoner  at  the  bar— the  woman  the 
fneiK  of  the  deceased— as  th.'  pri.son  who  wmild  destroy  a 
•  nend  in  that  savage  maniu  r  lu  wiiidi  I  have  spoken.  Is  that 
theory  the  most  consistent  uith  the  evidence  led  before  vou 
"•!  uhirii.  aeeordini:  to  mv  f,„,nd,  docs  not  raise  the  curtain 
:r.  in  the  my.^tery  m  whieli  this  case  is  involved?  I  think  a 
niiich  more  [liausible  theory— even  accepting  the  p.,siti(,n  of 
my  learned  fn-^nd— is  Ih.it  she  may  have  found  the  <ieed  d.^ne, 
aiui,  being  in  terror  at  seeing  it.  that  these  articles  may  have 
been  taken  away  after  the  deed  was  <lone.  though  it"  would 
militate  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fleming  and  ajrainst  the  prisoner. 
And  she,  a  weak  wcmian,  found  in  the  presence  of  that,  \\hat 
else  could  she  do  if  she  were  there?  You  must  consider  that 
vicvv,  wln.b,  I  f!:ink.  is  inconsistent,  and  look  to  the  washing  of 
the  woun.ls,  winch  npf.ears  to  Jiave  been  done  for  the  puriio-^e 
of  showing  soni,.  act  of  kindness  to  the  injure.l  woman.  If 
there  were  not  u\o  j,ersons  th<re.  these  wounds,  which  y.pre 
••••-   ::.!met;:.:i:  :y   iatai,   v>cro    ttusiicd;  but   if  two  were    at  the 
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Mr.  C'ark  committal  of  this  criiiic,  is  the  jjursoii  likt'ly  to  commit  the 
crime  ^vlio  would  befriend  the  other?  If  these  w(  unds  were 
given  before  tiie  fatal  blow,  I  think  it  is  a  man's  hand,  and  not 
■A  woman's.  At  all  events,  you  have  this  cloud  of  witnesses 
here  to  say  that  the  presei  r  ha.i  been  proved  by  conclusive 
evidence  to  have  been  one  of  the  niost  foul  and  atrocious 
murders  ever  conmiitted. 

I  ask  you  not  to  trust  much  to  the  declaratifJim  of  the  prisoner. 
I  am  net  aware  how  the  extraordinary  circumstances  in  which 
these  were  taken — the  husband  examined  tirst,  and  the  wife 
examined  hour  after  h(]ur  by  (juc<tions  Wm^  put  to  her,  and 
stitenicnts  beinp^  forced  from  her — will  be  rejjardvd  by  you. 
Tiiat  was  the  kind  of  declaration  to  which  the  Lord  Justice- 
Clerk  Hope  alluded,  than  whom,  as  I  said  bef<irc,  a  greater 
magistrate  never  sat  upon  the  criminal  bench  of  Scotland,  for 
he  was  to  be  trusted  in  all  rcspect.i :  that  was  a  declaration 
v.liicli,  in  the  ca;;e  to  which  I  have  referred,  would  nt't  prove 
the  case,  for  the  case  was  withdrawn  juid  the  declaration  was 
not  used.  Therefore,  gentlemen,  I  hope  rou  will  not  proceed 
upon  thr.'^e  declarations  tn  cnvict  the  prisoner  in  respect  of 
them,  <  r  fail  to  take  notice  of  the  extraordinary  circurast:  nces 
in  which  she  was  placed. 

Now,  gentlemen.  I  think  I  have  gono  over  as  shortlv  as  I 
can — and  this  late  hour  re(iuircs  that  I  should  do  so  shortly — 
the  principal  facts  which  are  imported  into  this  case.  I  will 
not  detain  you  longer  by  speaking  upon  these  facts;  but  I  am 
sure  that  yrur  careful  consideration  of  them  will  render  that 
quitf  unneces.^sry,  and  that  I  Tua;-  fairly  take  my  leave  (.f  you 
end  leave  cf  this  case.  I  am  conscious  how  inadequately  I 
have  discharged  the  duty  v, hich  has  been  put  upon  me;  but 
I  trust  that  you  will  con.-ider  this,  that  you,  and  you  alone,  ''.re 
th'^  judges  of  tliis  case;  that  you,  and  you  alone,  must  form 
your  opinions  upon  the  evidence  which  is  laid  liefore  you:  and 
that  you  can  accept  no  observations,  from  whatever  quarter 
they  con'ic,  except  observations  which  commend  themselves  to 
you  as  consistent,  absolutely  consistent,  with  the  evidence, 
and  at  the  same  time  conclusive  of  the  prisoner's  guilt.  I  say 
that  with  you,  and  with  you  alone,  is  the  consideration  of  this 
evidence  and  disposal  of  this  case;  that  on  you,  and  you  alone, 
rests  tlio  responsibility  of  the  verdict :  that  you,  and  you  alone, 
have  the  issues  of  life  and  of  death  in  this  case.  .\nd,  rrcntlc- 
men,  it  is  a  mere  case  of  cirrumstintial  cvidenre.  It  is  a 
mere  ea.;e  of  certain  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  isolated  facts 
which  are  laid  before  you,  and  I  thiidc  you  .vill  weigh  well 
whether  every  chain  of  that  evidence  is  sufficiently  completed 
to  enable  you  to  say  with  certainty  that  the  positive  convic- 
tion that    happened    in    the  ease  of  f/corr/c    Daiidtmi   may  not 
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every   chain    of   diat    evidence   is   complete,    string,    and   con-  Mr.  Clark 
sistcnt ;  and  1  think  you  will  also  reflect  that  if  that  cloud  of 
niyst^-^ry  wit!;  which  thib  case  is  env-lopeil  shall  ever  be  lifted 
up,    tliat    chain    of    facts,    that    chain    of   evidonce    whicli    the 
pi-csecutor  says  is  so  strong  and  consistent,  might  at  onoo  ba 
broken  and  become  a  rope  of  sand.      I  think  e\en  in   the  case 
(f  the  last  witness,  Campbell,  you  will  see  it.     That  maii  says 
that  he  saw  two  women,  one  going  into  the  house   in  Sandy- 
lord  Place,   and  the  other  coming  out  of  it  on  the  Saturday 
night,   ami  neitlicr  of  these  the  prisoner.      That  may   not  be 
easily  ezpiained,  but  surely  it  is  not  consistent  with 'the  case 
'■i  the  prosecutor.     If  that  were  true,  and  there  i.^  no  reason 
i'j  doubt  the  fact,  it  is  quite  at  variance  with  his  case.     I  do  not 
i'>quire  to  account  for  these  things.       You  must  ;ee  that  the 
i,-idence  is  real,  sufFicient,    and  strong,   clear,   and  capable   of 
c  .nvicting   the  prisoner.     And   even    if   that    woman   who    was 
roen  about  the  house  was  not  the  prisoner,  it  prove >  tliat  there 
vvere  women  about  the  house  on   the  day  after  the   murder  is 
;;iid  to  have  been  committed,  and  that  might  explain  the  foot- 
r  rints  said  to  be  applicable  to  the  prisoner.     These  are  matters, 
L.iwover,   with   which   I   will   not  detain   you.        I   wdl   merely 
y  that  they  :!fe  very  material  and  very  worthy  of  vour  con- 
federation.       And  now,  gentlemen,  it  m.ay  be  that  people  feel 
that  the  blood  of  this  unfortunate  woman  eric?  aloud  for  ven- 
geance.     I  hope  you  will  leave  that  vengeance  to  Him  who  hag 
claimed  it  as  His  own:  ,ind  who  cm  direct  the  stroke  with  an 
imerring  hand,  and  that  in  that  humility  in  which  human  law- 
rid    human   justice   acknowledges    its  proneness    to    error,  you 
will  remember  that  it  is  better  that  a  tl.ou'^and  guilty  persons 
Khould  escape  tlian  that  one  innocent  person  slir-uld  ])erisli. 

[Mr.  Clark  concluded  his  speech  amidst  loud  ajiplause  from 
(!ie  audience.] 

Lord  Deas  (addressing  the  jury)  said — Gciit!eii:eii,  I  am 
ouite  iirepaicd,  with  your  leave,  to  address  to  you  now  the 
few  observations  I  have  to  make  in  summing  iip  this  case; 
but,  seeing  th'  late  hour  at  which  we  have  now  ai rived,  I  think 
it  would  be  better  for  the  ends  of  justice  to  postpone  my 
remarks  until  to-morrow. 

The  jury,  having  intimated  t'leir  desire  to  leave  !us  loid- 
ship's  ch.nrge  until  next  morning,  the  Court  adjourned  at  nine 
'I'clock  till  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  and  the  jury  were 
enclosed  in  terms  of  the  deliverance  pronounce<l  .it  the  "former 
sederunts. 
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FOURTH     DAY. 

At  Ki.a.sgow,  the  Twentieth  ch.v  of  ^(ptember,  18G2.  Present 
the  Honourable  Lord  Dens,  one  of  the  Lords  Commissioner, 
of  Justiciary.  Present  also  the  Sheritls  as  in  the  prccedin.' 
sederunt.  ° 

Lnttiav.  J.s.sio  MJnto.h  or  M  L.chhm,  now  or  lately  prisoner  in 

the   Prison  of  Glasgow,    I'j.nnol. 
LvmcTiD   and   Accused  as   in   the   sederunt   of  the   Seventpenth 

current. 

The.ru.y  havii,;.'  come  into  Court,  thev  all  answere.1  lo  their 
names  on  their  being  called  over. 


Lord  Deas 


Lord   De?.s'  Charge  to  the  Jury, 

Lord  Di;.is  thin  chaiged  the  j'uv  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  tl,e  jury,  in  tho  indictment  before  you  the 
prisoner  Jessie  MLathlan,  i.s  charged  with  the  crime  of  muru.r 
and  with  the  crime  of  theft.  The  murder  is  said  to  have  been 
comn.ittrd  upon  the  per^.m  of  Jessie  M'Pherson,  a  domestic 
servant  in  tho  service  of  Mr.  Fleming,  accountunt,  Glas-ow 
1  he  place  ^^llere  the  munler  is  said  to  have  been  committed 
IS  the  house  of  Mr.  Fleming,  in  San.lyford  Place.  The  tlmo 
at  which  the  murder  is  said  to  have  been  committed  is  the  ni-lit 
of  1-riday.  the  4th,  or  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  Cth, 
July  la.st.  Ihe  instrument  with  which  the  murde'r  is  said  to 
hav-e  been  committed  is  that  cleaver  whi.h  vou  have  seen  or 
with  some  other  equally  deadly  instrument  of  that  .lei.ription 
The  thelt  IS  said  to  have  been  a  theft  of  certain  articles  of 
silver  i,h.te  belonging  to  Mr.  Fleming,  which  are  enumerated 
in  the  indictment,  and  ce.tain  articles  of  dress  belonging  to 
the  deceased  Jessie  MPherson,  ^^hich  are  also  enumerated  in 
the  mdictnient.  Ihe  place  from  T^hich  and  the  time  at  which 
the.se  articles  are  said  to  have  been  stolen  are  the  same  ^Mth 
the  place  and  the  time  «hen  and  where  the  murder  is  said 
to  liave  been  committed. 

Now,  gentlemen,  the  first  thing  you  have  to  inquire  into  is 
whether  there  was  a  murder,  and  whether  there  w,;^  a  th-ft- 
and  if  there  was  murder,  and  if  there  was  theft,  then  vou  have 
to  iiKpiire  who  was  the  person  who  committed  the  murder,  and 
who  was  the  person  who  committed  the  theft.     As  reo-ards  'lie 

question  whether   there  was  a   murder.    [  nn.    .f,  ,;,t  f')...f    ,.. 
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of  us  can  liitve  niuch  ddulit  about  that,  'llio  <leceaH(.'d  Jessie  Lopd  Oe&s 
M"Plierson  was  set  n  in  the  course  ol  that  Friday,  and  she  was 
seen  on  that  Fiiday  in  her  usual  health — on  Friday,  the  4th 
of  July.  She  ^vas  not  seen  again  alive  after  Friday.  I.'iion 
the  Monday  she  is  found  dead  uj)on  the  floor  of  her  bedroom 
in  the  state  which  has  been  described  to  you,  \\ith  ko  many 
ivounds  ujion  her  head  and  face  that,  as  the  medical  men  said, 
it  was  ditheult  to  enumerate  them  all,  and  some  of  these  wounds 
were  undoubtedly  of  a  mortal  character.  A  post-mortem 
examination  of  the  body  was  made  by  the  medical  men  to 
asCLM'tain  whether  there  was  any  disease  <f  which  she  died,  or 
anv  other  way  of  a.coniilii'g  for  the  death  except  these  wounds. 
And  no  cause  was  found.  Home  of  the  injuries  were  mortal — 
ijuite  sutticient  for  death.  There  was  no  other  cause  of  death 
di.scoverable.  You  will  judge,  therefore,  whether  there  was  any 
diliieulty  in  eomin;?  to  the  conclusion  that  those  injuries  caused 
death.  1  need  not  read  the  medical  evidence  to  you  on  this 
subject,  I  think,  further  than  remind  you  of  what  answer  l>i'. 
Maeleod,  who  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  most  intelligent  me<liciil 
g.nthman,  gave  to  a  (juestioii  which  I  put.  lie  said  there 
was  no  cause  of  death  discoverable  on  the  po.st  mortem  examina- 
tion excejit  the  external  injuries.  And  he  told  you  aL>o  that 
one  of  these  injuries  in  jiarticulai',  behind  the  ear.  was  neces- 
sarily fatal,  and  that  some  of  the  other  injuries  would  also  prove 
f.ital,  most  probably ;  and  certainly  prove  fatal  if  ir.unediato 
or  early  assistance  was  not  obtained.  You  will  judge,  therefore, 
V  lather  there  is  any  room  to  doubt  that  the  deceased  died  of 
violence.  Though  she  died  of  violence,  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  theie  was  murder.  A  woman  may  die  of  violence 
hv  her  own  Inuui,  or  bhe  may  die  of  violence  inflicted  Ijy  some- 
Lody  else  in  self-<lefence.  I  do  not  know  that  death  by  such 
violence  as  this  could  be  well  accounted  for  in  any  other  way 
than  one  or  other  of  these  causes — either  that  they  have  been 
done  by  injuiies  inflicted  by  herself,  or  they  were  intlieted  by 
soinebotlv  defeiidin'f  their  own  life,  or  that  there  was  a  murder. 
The  medical  men  have  tohl  you — an<l  you  will  judge  whether 
there  is  any  room  to  doubt  the  matter — th.it  these  injuries 
could  not  be  self-inflicted :  and  certainly,  if  you  believe  that 
efforts  were  made  after  death  to  obliterate  or  obscure  the 
appearances  of  what  had  taken  place  in  the  kitchen  and  in  the 
passage,  you  uill  have  no  diliieulty,  I  think,  in  coming  to  the 
coi.^lusion  that  it  could  not  be  done  by  the  ]>erson  who  was 
lying  in  this  state  on  the  floor.  Then,  as  to  the  question  of 
fielf-dcfence,  there  is  no  trace,  or  surmise,  or  stiggestion  of 
anything  of  that  kind:  and.  indeed,  the  nature  of  the  injuries 
that  were  inflicted  are  of  themselves  tolerably  conclusive  against 
any  supposition  of  tiiat  kind.  If  there  had  been  evidence  of 
anyboiiy   defeniiing  iiis   or   'ler   iiie   again.^t   liiis   poor   woman, 
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Lord  Deab  th-n  most  coi'tainly  we  thouKl  Ikinc  had  som:^  trace  uf  it,  bome 
circtimstancL's  leading  us  to  that  couchision.  Rut  there  are  none 
such,  and  you  \vill  judge  whether  or  not  thcro  is  reason  to 
conclude  that  murder  was  then  and  tliere  committed  by 
Bomebody. 

In  the  same  way,  as  to  tlie  theft,  you  h  ive  th,'  testimony  of 
Mr.  Fleming,  the  proprietor  of  the  house,  that  all  the  silver 
plate  belonged  to  him,  that  it  was  in  daily  us^  in  the  family, 
and  that  it  was  in  use  up  to  and  including  that  Friday  morning. 
And  you  have  the  testimony  of  the  pawnbroker — I  am  not  at 
present  speaking  as  to  who  pawned  it,  but  you  have  e\idence 
that  it  was  all  pawned  l>y  a  woman,  or  by  somebody  certainly 
not  authorised  by  Mr.  John  Fleming,  and  therefore  you  will 
judge  -whether  you  have  not  the  ordin;;ry  kind  of  testimony 
that  we  have  in  such  eases  that  that  plate  was  the  property 
of  Mr.  John  Heming,  that  n.  was  t.iken  away  without  his 
authority,  and,  if  taken  away  without  his  authority,  it  was  a 
thcit  most  undoubtedly. 

Then,  as  retrards  the  art! -Ick  of  dress,  you  will  jud^rc  whether 
there  is  not  the  usual  evidknco  of  theft  with  regard  to  them. 
These  dresses  were  all  in  the  ji>.sbL.'.>.'.i  of  the  deceased  up  to 
the  Friilay,  and  here  they  are  found  in  the  possession  of  another 
party,  and  some  of  them  got  dyed  by  that  oth  r  party,  and 
unless  you  think  the  deceased  gave  them  to  that  other  party, 
there,  again,  you  have  imdoubted  evidence  of  theft,  leaving 
only  the  question  who  was  the  thief,  ju  t  as  in  the  other  case 
wo  have  the  question  wlio  w:is  the  murdrrer 

Mr.  Ci.AUK — Will  your  lonl.ship  p.irdoi-.  me.  There  is  no  proof 
of  the  drciseo  being  in  the  house  up  to  the  Friday.  There  is 
no  witness  speaks  to  that  fact. 

Lord  Dbas — We  shall  bee  what  may  be  the  evIJence  on  that 
point.  It  is  foi  vou,  gentlemen,  to  judge  whether  there  is  or  is 
not  evidence  to  satisfy  your  minds,  in  the  tirst  place,  that  the 
dresses  were  the  property  of  Jessie  M  Phtrson,  or  in  her  jiossos- 
sion,  and  whetiur,  if  they  were  her  property  or  in  her  po^ses.-ion, 
tliere  is  any  presumption  that  can  account  for  them  going  out 
of  her  p(^sscssion,  unless  by  theft.  And  then,  since  the  learned 
counsi.'l  m.ikes  the  observation,  I  must  eall  yo.ir  attention  to 
the  fact  which  the  prisoner  states  in  hd  dcel.tration,  that  these 
dresses  were  sent  to  her  mi  tiie  Friday  by  a  giil  who,  she  says, 
was  in  u.se  to  clean  knives  for  Jessie  M  I'lierson,  but  whom  she 
docs  not  know,  and  of  whom  she  does  not  give  us  any  trace.  It 
IB  for  you,  therefore,  to  judge  whether  there  is  evidence  to 
prove  that  up  to  the  Friday  tlicso  druses  were  not  only  the 
property,  but  in  llie  possession,  of  Jessie  MT'herson.  Well, 
tiien,  gentlemen,  if  you  are  satislied  that  tiicre  was  a  murder, 
and  that  there  was  a  theft,  you  will  then  proeewi  to  infjuiro 
whether  the  prisoner  at  tlie  bar  is  the  person  who  committed 


Lord  Dv^as'  Charge. 

tiiat  murder,  and  the  person  who  committod  that  theft.  And,  Lord  Dens 
to  bepin  with  the  lessor  charge,  namelv,  that  of  theft,  what  is 
paid  on  the  part  of  the  Grown  is  this— what  tlie  Crown  says 
has  been  proved  is  tlii  • — I  am  not  saying  tliat  it  is  proved,'  I 
am  only  saying  v.lint  the  Crown  Fnys'  in  regard  to  the  theft, 
and  that  is,  that  tlio^a  silver  articles  v,.;re  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Fleming  up  to  that  Friday;  that  they  were  taken  away 
irom  that  houso  without  Mr.  Fleming's  knowledge;  and  that 
they  were  pawned  by  the  prisoner  upon  tlij  i^aturday.  Then 
as  to  the  dresses  of  the  deceased,  it  is  said  that  tlicse,  having 
bicn  in  her  lawful  ;iosses.sion  and  her  property  up  to  that  time, 
are  found  to  be  then,  or  immediately  afterwards,  in  the  possea- 
f  ion  of  the  prisoner,  who  is  using  them  as  her  riwn ;  and  upon 
these  facts  the  observation  is  made  tliat  you  have  there  the 
(irdin-.ry  proof  of  theft ;  because  there  is  no  doubt  at  all— you 
ail  know,  I  dare  say — th:'.t  when  there  is  a  theft  committed, 
ilie  usual  mode  in  which  that  theft  is  proved  is  that  the  articles 
Ftiilen  are  found  in  the  j>o.5session  immediately,  or  soon  after- 
wards, of  another  person,  wlio  can't  satisfactorily  account  for 
theso  articles  being  in  their  possession.  That  is  quite  sufficient, 
in  point  of  law,  to  prove  the  tinit,  if  nothing  appears  to  vou 
to  throw  a  roaBonablo  doubt  as  to  the  theft  having  actually 
been  committed.  It  lies,  then,  upon  the  individual  who  was 
in  possession  of  *ho  articles  to  account  how  ho  or  she  came 
into  possession  of  them. 

Now,  the  Crown  prosecutor  says  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
tiicse  articles — both  tlie  silver  iifate  ami  the  dresses — were  in 
tlie  possession  of  the  prisoner  almost  immediately  after  the 
theft  was  committed.  Tiie  theft  must  have  been  committed 
Mi  the  night  of  Friday  or  the  morning  of  Saturday,  and  on 
the  ffirenoon  of  the  latter  day  the  pri.-ouer  is  found  {.awning 
tiic  silver  {>late,  and  it  is  likewi.so  proved  that  she  was  in 
possession  of  some  of  tho  clothes  or  dresseii  whie'.i  belonged 
to  tlic  diseased.  Then,  the  only  other  question  in  regard 
ti>  the  mutter  is  whether  she  satisfactorily  accounted  for  the 
possession  of  them.  Now,  tho  way  in  which  siie  accoimts  for 
the  posBossion  of  tho  silver  plate  is  this.  It  is  said  that  it 
was  all  given  to  her  by  old  Mr.  Fleming,  and  the  way  in  which 
slie  accounts  for  tlie  po8sessi(,n  of  tlie  dresst  s  is  tnat  the  whole 
f>f  these  dresses  were  sent  to  her  upon  tlie  Friday  night.  You 
vill  judge,  if  you  were  trying  an  ordinary  case  of  theft,  if 
you  would  t^  >  a  story  of  that  kind  or  not — whether  you 
Would  think  it  was  enough  for  the  party  charged  with  tiie 
crimo  to  say — "Oh,  I  got  thom  not  ir^m  tho  owner,  but  from 
Siimebidy  mijipnsed  In  be  jirling  fts  owtK  r "  ;  and  whether,  as 
regards  the  «lre8ses,  you  would  take  tlie  story  of!  her  hand  that 
♦he  deceased  sent  her  dresses  to  her;  and,  coupling  with  this 
tiie  use  which  is  said  to  have  l>een  made  of  them,  th  it   tlio 
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Lord  Deas  prisoner  was  wcannp:  one  of  them  on  that  Saturdny  morn- 
iiiir,  tiiat  she  sent  jinother  to  tlie  dyei'.  ms  if  it  were  fur  own, 
.'ind  sent  several  of  them  to  her  friends  in  aiuithor  town. 
Now,  I  don't  wisli  to  po  into  tlie  jiartieulars  (>f  thl-;  just  now, 
beeaiKe  v.e  must  look  at  all  thi^  ajrain  when  we 'come  to 
consider  the  charpre  of  murder.  I  am  merely  indicatino:  what 
the  Crown  presetits  to  you  as  the  charpe  apainst  the  prisoner 
for  theit — that  she  was  immediately  found  in  the  p(  ^session 
of  the  articles,  and  th.at  the  account '^hc  fives  of  them  is  not  to 
be  credited.  If  you  arc  satisfied  Uiat  she  was  immoli  itely  in 
the  possession  of  these  things,  and  that  she  is  unable  to  "pive 
a  satiriactory  account  r)f  that  possession,  it  is  quite  sufficient 
to  prove  tbe  theft.  'I'hcn,  as  to  the  murder,  we  have  h.u]  a 
good  deal  of  evidence ;  btit  layinp  aside  a  pooJ  deal  of  what 
has  been  proved  nn<l  fi.unded'uic  n  in  ^irpument,  I  think  the 
substance  of  the  case  alleped  by  tlie  Crowi: — 1  am  not  here 
to  say  imythinjj  more  than  that — the  subst :  e  of  the  c.ise 
whieh  the  Cr.  wn  says  lias  been  {)roved  aeainst  the  prisoner 
in  reference  to  this  murder  is  this — that  she  had  been  a 
servant  in  the  house  ;  th.at  .«he  knew  jdl  the  silver  articles  and 
the  other  articles  in  question  ;  that  she  was  intimate  with 
the  derease<l,  frercirnte.l  the  house  as  a  friend  (.f  hers,  and 
had  access  at  any  time  she  chose  to  po.  That  about  that 
Friday,  the  4th  of  July,  she  was  very  much  in  want  of  money ; 
that  she  was  behind  with  her  rent;  that  she  fiad  a  prcat  many 
articles  in  pawn:  tiiat  alnio.st  all  her  husband's  dothinp  was 
in  pawn;  that  he  was  expected  immediate^  home;  ntnl  that 
there  were  in  that  small  house  of  one  iifiaitmcnt  which  they 
ocfiupied  no  less  than  forty-one  pawn  tickets.  That  she  went 
out  upon  Friday  cvi  iiinp,  and  that  she  had  arranp-d  upon 
the   Frid>>y    tveninp   with    a  witness — ^frs.    I'raser,    I    think 


years  old.  whom 
Frascr  did    not 


it  was — to  come  and  keep  her  child,  c.f  three 
she  could  not  v,e\l  leave  alone;  that  Mrs, 
come 

Mr.   (IiFFoiii) — Mrs.   Adarns. 

Lord  Dka.s — That  Mrs.  Adams  did  not  come ;  that,  never- 
theless, she  dressed  herself  in  a  dress  which  was  described 
to  you— part  of  it  beinp  a  brown  merino  powti,  a  bnnnct, 
which  is  not  now  forthconiinp ;  bo..ts,  whieh  nre  not  now 
forthconinp,  and  dher  articles  of  dress  :  that  she  went  out 
about  ten  o'clock  at  nipht,  sayinp  she  was  goinp  to  see  the 
decease*! ;  that  she  was  seen'  about  half-way  to  Fleminp's 
house,  at  the  Gushet  Hotise,  or  a  place  of  some  such  name, 
said  to  have  lieen  about  ten  minutes'  walk  from  the 
one  place  and  ten  minutes'  walk  from  tho  other  That 
she  did  not  return  that  nip''t  at  all  :  that  she  did  n<it 
come  back  until  between  eipht  and  nine  o'clock  next  morninp ; 
and  that  in  the  meantime  Mrs.  Cninpl>ell,  who  occvijiied  the 
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otl.er  two  apartments  in  the  s.mc  liouse,  had  lifted  her  child  Lord  Deas 

iilviut  half-past  hve   (.clock    and  piven    it  its    breakfast     and 

put  It  to  bed  ajrain,  the  mother  not  bein-  there,  and  that  she, 

Mr..   iamphcIL    h..r.>.li    I.t   the   prisoner   in  between  ei;rht  an,l 

nine  0  clock.     That  when  she  r-turned  she  was  not  wearin.-  the 

brown  -"wn  she  left  the  hoiiso  with,  but  that  she  was  wearing 

another  -own,  winch   the  Crown  says  i.  ,,rov.  ,1  to   bel.,n-  to 

Jessie  M-Pherson  ;   that  then,  in  the  course  of  that  <lav  she  i. 

f,.-md  pawniiiff  the  silver  plate  which  wa,s  Ivin-  loose   in  Mr 

Heuiinirs  house.       And  t),en,  the  prisoner  "bein?  in   want  of 

money   before    sends  to  relieve  a  preat  many  of  the  articles 

v^hich  she  had  m  pawn.       She  pays  her  rent,  an,l   in   .hort 

the  wants  she  ha.l  before  of  a  j.ecuniarv  kiml  arc  all  relieved 

Ihen.  It  !s  said  that  immediatelv  nftor'this  she  is  found  to  bo 

in  possessior.  not  only  of  tliat  dress  of  the  deceased,  with  which 

she    e.iine    baok    that    nioniiny.    but    substantially    of    all    the 

dresse.  of  which  the  derenscfi   was  poss^essed— and  she   sends 

some  ot   them   to  be  dy.-.l   an-l  some   of  them   to   be    altered 

It  IS  lurther  said,  on  the  j.art  of  the  Crown,  that  when   she 

IS  thus  in   possessum  of  everythinj?  known  to   belonjr   to  the 

cecease.1     her  own   clothes,  which   she   wore   upon   the   Friday 

nipht  when  she  went  out,   have  all  disappeare<l.       Then  it  is 

said  tl,at,  upon  the  Monday,  she  poes  to  Hamilton,  where  we 

do  not  find  that  she  had  ever  been  before— >a  hero  it  is  not 

proycd  she  had  one  acquuintance-and   that  at  Hamilton  she 

disposes  of   all   the    cloth-s    which    she   had   been    weariiur     ,.r 

may  be  si.ppose(I  to  have  been  wearii.p.  upon  the  Friday  nipht 

at    he  time  she   eft        It  ir,  said  that  she  is  seen  ami  identified 

as  the  person  who  broupht  a  box  to  a  house  in  Hamilton,  and 

tliat   she   afterwards  went  out   of   the   house     vhere   the    bex 

was  !,,ft..  with  a  bundle  tied  in  .1  handkercliicf :  that  she  was  seen 

to  ;:o  first  into  one  field,  then  into  another  field,  and  to  pass  a 

certain  part  of  the  road.      .\t  e.uh  of  these  three  places  there 

nre  portions  of  dress  foun.l.   and  said  to  have  been  i.Ientified 

as  belonn-.ntj  to  the  prisoner.       At  one  place  is  foun.l  a   torn 

fluTinel   petticoat ;    at    anotlin    a  wincey  petticoat,    also    torn  • 

and  at  another  place  there  is  found  a" merino  eown  torn  into 

stn.xU.       The  Crown   says  it  is  proved  that  all   these  articles 

of  (,re«.  v„.re  s..turatcd  with   blood.        It  is  sai.l  to  be  proyed 

to  be  human  blood.    l,ut   I  do  not  know  if  it  is  possible  to 

prove  that  it  is  human  bloo.l.     Dr.  Penny  says  it  is  impossible 

in  this  ^ase.  aft^r  the  lapse  of  time.      SomeVoople  still  doubt 

whether  it  is  possible  to  say  in  any  ease  whether  it  is  human 

nioMl.       But  It  IS  the  same  description  of  blood,  which  is  all 

that  irenerally  can  be  proved  in   any  case  of  murder.       And 

y.u  ran  say  whefh.-r.  connectinff  that  with  all  the  rest  of  the 

ctrrumstances  of  the  case,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  anythine 

cl«e  tlian  that  it  ii  human   blood.  a">inmi? 


irp 


Mrs.  M'Lachlan. 


.'.opd  Dens  WvW,  then,  it  is  fiirilicr  s.'ti.l  that  '(^hon  =lie  is  taken  into 
custody — sonic  ten  days  nfterv.nrds,  I  think — havinpr  heard 
of  tlip  murder  meantime — li  iviiifr  had  an  opportunity  tf  hear- 
insr  :ill  tiiat  had  been  talked  about  it  in  this  city,  and  all 
that  was  said  about  it  and  published — havincf  had  that  oppor- 
tunity, it  is  further  said,  ujxjn  tlie  part  of  the  Crown,  that  in 
that  declaration  before  you,  to  which  the  Advocate-depute 
eni!';d  your  nttetition,  slie  attempt^!  to  account  for  all  or  many 
of  tho?e  thinjrs  in  a  ^va7  whith  is  said  not  to  bo  credible.  It 
is  further  said,  upon  the  part  of  the  Crown,  that,  coupled 
with  all  these  ciicumstanccs,  there  were  seen  on  the  fioor  of 
the  bedroom  bloody  marks  of  nnked  feet,  which  h.id  been 
made  when  the  blood  was  wet,  and  which  afterwards  were 
seen  when  the  lAoi^d  was  dry,  wiiich  were  compared 
and  were  found  to  correspond  with  the  naked  left 
foot  of  the  prisoner;  and  which,  it  is  further  said,  do  not 
coirespond  with  the  foot  of  tiie  deccasid  or  with  the  foot  of 
any  male  person.  And  then,  it  is  said,  moreover,  as  another 
circumstance  in  the  case — a  ..'  'o  circumstnrice  is  to  bo  kept 
out  of   view,    for   although  arc   sTc.ll,   yet  vhcn   taken 

in  connection  with  other  a  i  un  re  important  thin;is,  they 
become  important — it  i-;  said  to  1)0  rtmark:'ble  that  when 
the  accused  was  apprchindcd  there  was  frund  in  the  press  of 
the  h^use  at  Sandyford  Pl'.ce  a  bottle  that  corresponds  in 
apf.earance  with  a  Ix'itle  which  Mrs.  Campbell  supposes  the 
accused  took  nut  of  her  press  on  the  Fridriy  nirrht.  It  is  not 
disptitcd  that  the  accused  took  a  Ik  ttlo  out  of  Mrs.  Camfibell's 
press,  and  it  is  in  evidence  that,  before  the  bottle  loft  Mrs. 
Campli'.H's  house,  or  the  prisoner's  houye,  on  the  Fiiday  night, 
(lii-rf  w.is  rum  in  it.  mII  1  it  is  s.iid  that  Hii>  boille  tlcii  v,:!-< 
found  in  the  hou'^'i'  where  the  muidcr  was  committed  tiad  the 
smell  of  rum.  That  is  a  small  circumstance,  and  it  would 
not  be  a  very  safe  one  to  rely  upon.  It  may  be  very  import- 
ant in  tlio  tjucstion  whether  there  ha<l  been  a  woman  there 
fiiat  nipht  with  the  deceased,  or  it  mijrht  be  very  important 
in  the  question  wheth'  r  the  murder  was  committed  by  a  man  ; 
but,  siandinp  by  itself,  it  would  not  be  sufficient  evidence  to 
proceed  upon  jij,'ainst  the  prisoner.  But  it  may  bo  very 
important  when  tiiken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the 
pri.soner  had  all  the  drosses  of  the  deceased;  poincf  out  in  licr 
own  cl<  thcs  and  coniinu;  in  with  the  drcsFcg  of  the  di  ce.Tsed.  and 
proini;  ten  or  twelve  miles  to  dispose  of  her  o^n  clotliinj;.  Now, 
jjentkmcn,  that  boinp  the  surt  of  case  which  the  Crown  says  is 
proved,  it  is  for  you  to  juilce  win  fhcr  these  farts  are  proved  or 
not.  Rut  those  belnj?  the  sort  of  facts  which  the  Crown  says 
hav(,»  bei'tt  prove<l.  you  must  '"ok  nc^t  '•  b'>w  th-  ■'•isoner 
projii.M.'  i  to  explain  thuye  facts. 

She  was  examined  on  deolaration,   as   every  prisoiH  r   is  in 
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t],.s  country  who  is  aj.prel.eud,  d  on  a  cnmi.al  charge.       One  Lord  Dea» 

^ne.it  object  of  that  .3  to  allow  the  prisoner  an  opportunity, 

It  the  prisoner  tluiiLs  jaoper,  to  make  some  explanation  of  the 

^■i.-.umstan,v<   vhieh   n..y  seem  to  wc  is,h  aj^ain.t   him   or  h,-v. 

Ihe  len-th  -  f  her  .loclaralions  has  been   compl-.ined  of,   but 

you   vill   puige   v.lie{]:er   the   very  cln.juent  and   able   s-rc-ch 

you    .ave  heard  nn  b-half  ef  tlie  pri-oner  vvas  not  founded  a 

food    deal    on    tiie    explanations    tiiat    were    rffered    bv    the 

prisoner   m   these  declarations,    and    of    whic!i    otherwise    we 

would    hive    hau    no    traces    before    u.-i.        A    prison.r    when 

so    examined,     may    decline    to    answer    all    questions;    but 

to  an  innocent  person  it  may.  and  must  be,   ti  verr  valuab'e 

pnvil  .-e  to  be  allowed  to  give  evpjanations,  and  to  have'the 

.■ircu:'i:,tanc.s  uhien  look  .lark  and  suspicious  airain^t  him  or 

her  cleared  away.       I  rather  tliink,  gentlemen,  if  anv  of  vou 

were  accused  of  a  crime,  you  would   bo   verv  anxious  to   use 

that  pnvilego.       It  the  old  nrencloman  who  was  in  that  box 

■im!  «ho  IS  said  to  have  been  concerned  in  this  m-tu-r    liad 

T.ct  been  allow-ed   that  opportunity,   I  do  not   know  whether 

Le  would  liavo  been  liberated.       At  the  same  time,  the  person 

.'x.',r„!ned  has  always  tha  power  to  say,   "  Jt  is  safer  for  me 

to  hold  my  tongue  in  place  of  explaining  these  circun.sances 

1  tliink  It  would  bo  safer  to  let  them  alone."       But  if  the 

person    chose  to   make   an   explanation   and  statement— after 

being  told,  as  the  prisoner  was.  "  You  need  not  make  them 

un!ps.s  you  like    —it  is  impossible  to  doubt,  nccordin-  to  the 

iiw  of  this  country,   that  the.<=e  statements  may  be  ovi.lence 

wluch  you  nro  to  look   to  and  foun<l  upoi.   along  with   other 

evidence  against  the  prisoner.       The  statement.^  made  by  the 

naused  pei.on  are  not,  according  to  the  l.iws  of  this  count'v 

evHlenco  against  the  accursed  person  further  than  the  inqniVv 

l«  irs  them  out.     But  they  are  not,  unless  otherwise  supported. 

.nuienco  HI   favour  of  the  party;   still  less  are  thcv  o'idenco 

M'J^unst   iM.y   person   .I.e.     It   would  be   a  ^erv   alarming  sf  ,<o 

»t  matters  if  the  statement  of  a  person  accused  of  a  capital 

•1  nie.    It   may   be,   wag   to  bo  rccrardrd   as   evidence   against 

sorrip  th.i-.    party,   nh..  had  no  opnortunifv  of  delen.iing  him- 

-Plt     or     Jierself     again.st     tl«  it     accusation.       That     i.,     not 

Hii'  law.        The  statomcnt.s  of  the  prisoner,  therefore,   are  of 

tlicmselve.,  no  evidence  against  anybody  else  unless  thev  are 

supports  by  evidence:  and  it  would  never  do  for  you  to" come 

'■•    the    oouelus-...n.     because     this     person    .-hoose^.     t,     .av 

M.nt   these   cr-mes    were   comn^ttcd    by    somebody    el.^o,    that 

-I'll    was    the   cas..    nnlo.^s    it    were   satisfactorilv    prove.!    to 

y,m   by  t  .0  evidence.        To   what   extent   that  pfonf  mav   bo 

C'uri;,ctent  it  is  i  nt  for  us  now  tn  inquire,  becau.'^e  n-.  'b<tacl.- 

in  this  case  has  been  thrown   in   the  wav  of  prevcnlinr-  her 

•rr^m    proving   anything   in    her   declarations   or    explanations 
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Lord  Deas  which  she  pives  in  Ufiiiij;  a".v;iy  ^\ith  tho  cifcrt  (  f  thut  evidence 
wJiieh  th."*  Crdwn  sivs  rests  asraiTist  hrr.  It  is  f<ir  yciu  to  judge 
how  far  these  explanations  liave  or  have  not  that  effect. 

And  now  for  the  ease  of  the  prosecution.  It  it  bo  true  that 
this  prisoner  was  in  want  of  ni 'ney  on  that  Friday:  tliat  sho 
went  on  tlie  Friday  night  to  p;o  to  the  ^  ou.se  in  Sandyford  IMaca 
dressed  in  a  particuhir  manner:  that  she  did  not  come  back 
all  iiifrht :  that  she  eliose  to  .^ay,  neveitlulcss,  that  she  did 
come  back  early,  and  was  in  the  house  all  that  iiisht;  that 
this  is  said  not  to  be  true — if  .she  is  out  all  nifxht,  leavin<r  her 
child  <»f  three  years  old  without  anybody  to  attend  it.  so  that 
Mrs.  Campbell  is  obliged  to  attend  it  at  half-past  five  in  the 
mornin?.  when  the  prisoner  was  not  at  home:  if  she  does  not 
come  back  till  nine,  and  ^\h■•n  she  comes  back  she  is  <lrrsK(il 
in  a  tro^vn  belonu;inir  t'<  the  decease<l  person  who  is  murdered; 
if  sho  is  in  {)ossession  of  nil  the  articles  belonfrinr»  to  Jessie 
M'Pherson,  and  in  possession  of  silver  plate  stolen  from  the 
house  ri  Mr.  Fh/ming;  if  the  dress  which  she  wore  upon  that 
night  when  she  went  out  is  noi  to  be  found  in  her  [mssession, 
but  is  trace<l  as  having  been  torn  in  pieces  and  destroyed;  if 
hir  flannel  petticoat  has  disappeared!  and  is  afterwards  found 
stained,  with  blood;  if  the  remains  of  her  crinoline  are  likewise 
found  stained  with  blood;  if  the  bonnet  she  wore  th;it  night 
is  nev- r  seen  agiiiii :  if  her  clothes  whea  foutnl  are  :dl  covered 
with  blood — you  will  ju<li;e,  gent  1  men,  how  far,  if  these  thinga 
are  true,  it  is  any  satisf.ictury  explan  ition  of  her  intKceneo  to 
say  that  old  Fleming  gave  her  the  plate  and  ciuntnitted  the 
murder.  How  are  we  to  account  U<r  her  coming  back 
in  docoaswl's  gown?  for  her  sudden  jn'sst^ssion  of  money? 
for  her  cluth-'S  eovero<l  with  blood?  How  re  wc  to  account  for 
her  being  out  all  night  and  rettirning  home  at  nine  o'clock 
next  morning?  It  is  for  you  to  judge  .vhcther  a  person  who 
came  in,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  she  diil,  is  innocent  of 
the  murder.  It  was  stated  to  you,  quite  correctly,  that  it 
won't  make  one  person  less  guilty  of  murder  because  another 
person  has  act''d  with  him  in  the  commissi<m  of  mtn-der.  Actor 
or  art  and  j)art  in  the  commission  of  murder  is  the  same 
thing.  Hut,  t\en  if  theie  were  more  than  one  iiersoii 
connected  with  this  murder,  it  i.s  no  reason  for  letting 
one  of  them  e.scape  because  wo  cannot  find  them  both 
But,  then,  it  is  said  by  the  Crown  that  there  is  no 
evidence  of  two  persons  lieing  connected  with  the  murder; 
and  it  is  said  further  that  there  is  no  evidence  t(  uphold  the 
allegaticm  that  old  Fleming  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  T 
have  already  told  you  the  statement  of  the  prisoner  with  regard 
to  that;  btit,  sitting  here  for  the  direct  purpose  of  trying  the 
puilty,  it  is  your  duty,  and  mine  also,  to  take  nothing  against 
innocent  pennons,  who  may  not  be  here  to  defend  themselves. 
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Lord  Deas  ask  ^^llethor  tluit  throws  uny  li^'ht  on  the  question  of  tho 
murder,  or  whether,  if  he  had  been  at  the  bar,  you  would  liave 
hesitated  c  .le  moment  in  givin-j:  a  verdict  in  his  favour. 

There  is  one  circumstance  in  ilie  evidence  wliirli  undoubtwUy 
is  siiid  to  pro  apjaiiist  h.im,  and  wliicli  I  mean  to  notice — that  is, 
that  a  {)oHL'em:)n  was  bron<;ht  to  say  that  on  the  Saturday 
nisrlit  ho  saw  two  women  come  out  of  tlie  front  door  of  the  house. 
And  then  there  are  the  observations  made  us  to  the  state  of 
the  floor,  and  the  washing  of  it  to  a  proater  or  lesser  extent. 
These  arc  some  of  the  circumst mcc.'s  in  the  evidence  which  are 
said  to  tell  against  this  old  pentlcman,  apart  from  the  observa- 
tions made  as  to  what  is  unsatisfactory  in  his  own  statem.ent. 
Now,  if  the  Ktatem-Mit  of  the  jiolicenian  is  to  be  relied  on  for 
any  purpose  at  all,  it  must  be  relied  on  to  show  that  the  murder 
had  not  then  been  committed,  for  tlio  in'-inuation  seemed  to 
be  that  the  murdor  v.as  not  committed  on  tho  Friday  night  or 
Saturday  morninc;,  but  later.  And  this,  of  course,  will  bo  a 
mucli  more  important  circumstance.  The  policeman  says  that 
there  was  another  man  with  him,  and  he  said  that  tho  other 
man's  recollection  corresponded  with  his.  Unfortunr.tcly,  that 
other  man  was  not  brought  here.  Then  the  policeman  says  that 
the  first  time  he  ever  thought  i.bout  this  matter  was  on  Tuesday, 
when  he  ho.ird  of  the  niuider.  Fc  ne'e.-  considered  the  matter 
before,  and  no  wrind<  r,  ;'s  he  was  accustomed  to  go  out  every 
evening  in  tho  week  at  a  certain  hour,  and  no  doubt  saw  many 
people.  What  made  him  think  of  this  particidar  circumstance, 
however,  was  th:it  ho  had  written  a  particular  letter  on  n 
certain  night,  t'nd  on  m.aking  inquiry  at  his  landlord  regarding 
that  lettor,  he  v.as  told,  and  afterwards  recollected,  that  ho 
had  po.-ted  this  letter  to  his  father  on  Saturday  night.  Now, 
if  anything  is  to  bo  fotmded  upon  this  letter,  either  against 
the  jirisouer  or  against  the  man  reforrcil  to,  it  is  very  unfortu- 
nate that  the  letter  was  not  brougiit  hero,  in  order  tliat  we 
might  have  seen  the  postmarks  upon  tho  letter.  There  was 
no  di'tictilty  in  getting  it.  No  pains  sc^m  to  have 
been  spared  upon  tho  part  of  the  prisoner  in  getting 
up  tho  defence.  It  is  most  saiisfactory  that  it  is 
so.  It  is  most  creditable  to  any  gentlemen  who  may 
have  assisted  in  that  matter — who  may  have  given 
their  money  or  tlicir  i>roi'e<sional  assistance — that  is  most 
creditable  to  tlie  p.r.;ons,  be  they  who  they  may.  By  whom 
that  was  done  wo  do  not  know,  but  w.  know  this,  we  have 
evidence  that  the  prisoner's  defence  is  very  well  and  thoroughly 
attended  to.  And  there  has  been  lirought  for  the  defence 
counsel  than  whom  no  more  able  counsel  could  be  found  at  the 
bar  of  this  country;  and  the  <luty  h;is  been  done  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner.  We  see  all  that;  and.  seeing  all  that, 
wo  cannot  but  make  the  observation  tli;it  it  would  have  been 
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lK.rh  belore  and  after  that  night,  ..nd  J  darl  say  «aw  Z    ame 
ac  o„n      ?o7T''    '^''^^    ';'^"'"-        ^"t    you    like.i.0    cTn 

?r  the    door     ^'7.T''^     '^'^'     ^"PP^'^'""     *'-^     ^-^     ™i«- 
UR     .1001.        A    loliCLHiaii    i,[,on     tf,o    street      wh-ch    i, 

a  continuous  row  of  houses,  Uo  had  not  h'd  h  L 
attention  dr.wn  to  it  at  all,  and  had  no  occa  ion  to 
^^i,.TVl'  r'f  '^"^  qu-tionto  himself  se  era  days 
n.taua  ds-Ou    ot  what  number  di.l  th.se  two  per.., us  comet 

.  o"  ^"  AnHf  •■  ''1  ''  "'-'^  ''^y  ^"'-  '->  t.f  mi;t:ke  the 
^     ' 'int^/I        yourselves  m,t;ht,   on  K-in-  home  of  a  ni-ht 

Iticn    in   consi.krinr.  that  .juestion,    \„u  will  take   I'lon.r  with 
you  the  facts  that  the  prisoner  statJs  that  she  It  tTe"  phto 
.rom    he  old  man  upon  the  Fridnv  afternoon,  and  th       it  ;v.!s 
upon    Ihursday  or  Friday-I  forget   v.hich-that  tl  '   de  I   :^ 
sent  her  all  her  dresses.     And  vou  will  take  alon-i  wi  h  vou 
tho  circumstance  that  it  was  upon  the   <ntnr,l.,,.     i      I     ^ 
that  she  pawne<l  all  that  plat;;r;'v^u  .-at     ^h^lt.lir 
whether  the  murder,  which  no  one  seems  to  dispute  was  com 
nutted,  was  aone  for  the  purpose  of  theft,  or  whether  t        liS 
v.;     committed  hrst  and  the  murder  can,e  next.     And     an     ou 
.■III  connect  it  with  all  tho  other  circumstances  af  h-.     a  plar 

icTo  '],""'"''  "'  *''"  "T""-     ^■''"  ^-"  connect  itVit? the 
fact  ot  her  going  out  on  the  Friday  night  in  her  own  Iwn 

vnch  has  disappeared,    and   coming   in  °ne.t  morning   i.ftTio 

iecea.seds  govn.  and  disposing  of  the  clothing  which^she  had 

uorn  that  night.      \ou  will  put  all  the.o  thin?,  (o-She      and 

-sK  this  question,  whether  the  murd.r  was  commiUe,    ^^  2e 

nday  mgiit,  or  whether  the  murder  v.  as  not  committed  until 

the  iiight  of  .^aturday,  merely  because  one  man  Swnl        rom  a 

recollection  of  three  days  afterwards,   that  there  wrs'nnoSer 

woman  vho  is  not  here,  connected  «ith  it.  orthit  afl  thS 

circumstances  did  ,  ot  take  place?  '  '  ""-'^ 

I  hen,  as  regards  this  part  of  the  case  in  reference  to  the 

tr'aCt^'l"  '''"'  ^^J-^'f -.*'--  i«  not  some  mlsfpp'- 
I'lision  about  ihoso  persons  being  seen  comini?  out  of  tfm 
house  that  n,ght  and  whether,  as  fhavo  observS?  the  ev  l  ce 
-:  o  them  IS  at  a  1  satisfactory.  With  regard  o  the  maJks 
1  blood  seen  m  the  old  gentleman's  room,  the  e  dc^ce  i. 
^erJ  inconclusive  In  the  course  of  the  defence  some'hin-  came 
out  as  to  an  old  clothes  bag.   which  was  found  in  lis\oom 

on  >  the  sue  of  a  shilling,  and  old  and  faded.     Then  there  was 
-  l.ttle  bit  oi  Imen  doth  stained  with  blood,  which  might  bo 
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Lord  Deas  useil    by    anybixly    who  liad    a   cut   fiiirrer    for  wrajtjjinfr   round 
it,  in  regard  to  whiih  all  the  witnesses  swore  that  the  marks 
were  not  new,   but  ol.l  ;ind  dry.      It  was  stated  that  the  blood 
was   dry,    and   had   no    appearance   of  having    been    connected 
with  anything  recent  at  all.     As  to  the  ba^r  which  was  said  to 
have   been    found    in    old   Floming'a    room,    I    must    make   this 
observation,    that   if    the  prisoner  was   to    found    anything   on 
the  marks  on  the  bag,  it  was  incumbent  on  lier,  arid  not  on  tho 
Crown,  to  get  the  bag  produced— at  all  events,  to  call  for  its 
production.     You  will  judge  whether  anything  has  been  found 
in  that  house  which  can  by  any  [)o.ssibility  have  any  bearing 
upon  this  part  of  the  case.      And  you  will  take  along  with  that 
what  you  have  heard   from  the  ot^Hcers,  who  made  a  thoriiugh 
search.      Nothing  is  found  in  hi,s  bedroom  or  in  tho  whole  house, 
with  the  single  exception  of  two  spots  of  blood  on  the  newly- 
dressed  shirts,  which  the  old  man  himself  tohl  vou  of.      Not  an 
article  of  clothing,  or  an  article  of  any  kind 'f(uind,   with  the 
slightest  stain  of  blood  upon  it,  or  the  "sliglitest  trace  found  of 
anything  which  can  connect  him  wit!i  this  case;  and  you  will 
judire  from  the  nature  of  the  wounds  anrl  tho  quantity  of  blood 
which  must  have  flowed  from  them,  and  tho  sUte  of  the  clothes 
of  the  prisoner,  if  they  are  the  pris.>ner",s  clothes,  which  you  have 
had  before  you,  covered  witli  blood:  you  will  judge  wlutlier,  in 
these  circumstances,  if  the  old  man  had  t.ikcn  aiiv  part  in  the 
murder— I  mean  witJi  his  own  h.inds— you  would  not  expect  to 
find  some  article  of  dress  or  of  clothing  to  trac.>  his  connection 
with  the  murder  and  implicate  him  in  it.     It  is  not  said  that 
any   article   belonging  to   him   has  disappeared.      If  that   had 
been  so,  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  have  con>e  out  in  ovidcnre. 
Tho  police  took  possession  of  the  house  upon  tho  Monday,  the 
moment  that  tho  case  was  brought  up,  so  that   after  that  he 
had  no  opportunity  of  doing  anything  or  putting  away  anything. 
He  miL'ht,  no  doubt— jiist  as  the  prisoner  did  on  the  precwling 
day— put  things  away.     The  probability  perhaps  is  that  if  he 
had    done   that   they    would   have   been' traced   and    found,    as 
the  pri.soner's  have  In^n.     It  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, when  people  commit  crim'es  of  that  kind  and  p!it  away 
thHiL'^.    that    they    are    successful.         (Jenerallv   tliov    are    not 
successful.      Very  generally  there  are  facts   and  circumstances 
at  tho  time,  as  if  it  were  a  prr>vision  of  Nature,   which  como 
out  against  people  who  are  connected  with  crimes  of  this  sort. 
It  is  for  you  to  iutlge  whether  there  is  any  proof  of  anything 
whatever    belonging   to    him    that   has    not    been    forthcoming^ 
and   whether   it   has  or   has   not   been   proved    that  everything 
belonging  to  him  was  free  from   all  stains  of  blood— whether 
there  is   anything  to  connect  him   with  the  murder,   oven   art 
and  part,  and,  «till  more,  how  far  that  will  go  in  showing  that 
the  j)risoner  is  not  concerned  in  it. 
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Then,  as  to  his  conduct,  tl 


all  events  idnk.s  to  i 
You  will,  of 


IS.  on  iookinir  l):H'k 


ere  is  no  doubt  that  it  looks — at 


lery  remarkable. 


Lord  Deas 


vhen 


not   locjf 
can  not 


wtrc.      We 

si  ill    in 

>o,  peihaps, 


course,  con.sider  whether  thingo  „,  „ 
K  back  upon  thoni,  knowinjr  all  that  we  d 
to  us  nioiu  reniarkablo  ihan  they  rea 
lav  out  of  view  that,  altdou^i  he  is  a  man 
the  possession  of  his  faculties,  as  ninch  as  he  couM  I 
at  his  age,  and  perhaps  more  so,  he  is  a  man  „f  eitrt^ne  a-'re 
and  It  IS  lor  you  to  ju.l^^o  how  far  his  senses  and  his  powers 
01  obser.  ation  had  or  had  not  trot  bluntwJ  at  that  very  un- 
|-onmu,n  time  ot  hfe  lie  seems  lo  have  been  a  man  of  pJeuhar 
habits  According  to  his  own  account  oi  him.self,  i,e  was  not 
dependent  upon  servants,  and  he  was  a  person  who  had  no 
I-nde  to   prevent  him    doing  acts   that  were  necessary   f.,r  hie 

'Z"i,TT'\:-       '  '"''*  ^""  ''""''^'^'  ^''^''  ''^'  "«"1J   sometimes 
^o  into  the  kitchen  to  warm  his  feet— a  very  natural  thin-  for 

him  to  do,   .eeing  that  at  that    time   of  the  year  there  naght 
he  no  fire  in  such  a  hour,e  extej-t  f-c  one  in  the  kitchen.     Ho 
old  us    hat  he  road  the  paf.ers  there,  and  said.   I  (Link,  that 
he    ook  tea  n  ong  with  the  servants.     Then,  again,  he  told  vou 
that  lie  couu     get  ins   breakfast  very  easily,  that  he   was  not 
•:.rticnlar  cither  about  that  or  his  dinner— he  put  on  a  <rather- 
n-   coal   and    left   the    fire    burning;    and    vou    n-iH    therefore 
-nsider  whether  there  is  anylhing  so  reniarki.ble  in  his  apathy 
u      he    absence^  of    a    servant    whose    absence    personally    he 
■;  !  -le  felt.      It^  IS  said  that  there  were  m;  rks  of  blood  in  the 
Utclicn.  on  the  u.or,  and  some  in  the  passage,  which  he  niin-ht 
have  seen,   and  that  there  were  traces  of  wa.iiing  on  the  floor 
•vhich   he  might   have  seen.      It   is  for   you  (o   judge  ^^hether 
there  IS  any  reason  to  tliink  that  he  did  see  them.  ^  If  he  did 
not  see  them,  an.!  i.  he  had  n<,  su.spicion,  it  would  be  very  little 
-  the  purpose  .,  this  .ase  that  it,  founded  on  observatioiu  that 
iic  had  very  litt  e  capacity,  or  wa.s  very  stupid.     The  stupidity 
-  r  strange  conduct  of  any  man   in   these  circumstances  is   no 
reason  ,n  the  world  why  we  shouM  throw  <.verl,oard  all  proof 
gui  t  against  anotlicr  party.     And  you  will  consi.ier  whether 
Ix.uirh  his  eouduet   i,:..d   been  much  more  stran^'e  than  it   was.' 
■  What  extent  that  goes— whether  it  goes  to  satisfy  vou  that 
ne  committed    this   murder,    and  that    the   prisoner"    did    not 
Aoiild  It  not  leave  all  these  facts  and  circumstances  still  un- 
explained?    And  would  it  not  be  far  more  extraordinary  than 
iliat  thi.s  man  of  eighty-seven  years  of  aire  waited  till  his  son 
name  home  on  the  Monday,  without  saving  anything  about  the 
'servant,  not  being  dependent  on   her  services,'  or  that  he   did 
not  discover  the  traces  of  blood  that  were  discovered  bv  tho 
^harp  eyes  of  the  police  officers,  or  (he  marks  of  washi'n-  in 
the  kitchen  or  m  the  passage,   about  which  there  is  a  .'reat 
hspuce  even  to  thi«  hour?       The   doctors  were   in   the  house 
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Lord  Deas  some  time  before  they  seen-  to  have  observed  these  marks. 
We  are  told  by  one  of  the  witnesses  that  the  marks  were  at 
the  back  of  the  kitchen  (hmr,  that  those  which  seemed  to  have 
been  the  most  remarkable  were  not  visible  when  the  door  was 
opened  back  upon  the  dresser.  They  were  oidy  seen  when  the 
dofr  was  shut.  And  you  have  it,  I  rather  think,  in  evidence, 
that  even  the  doctor,  ^^hen  he  went  there  at  first,  did  not  see 
anythinrr  npon  the  floor,  or  jiassape  either,  which  led  him  to 
thi'nk  that  anything  rt-markable  had  taken  place  there. 
Because  Dr.  Watson,  who  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  most  intelli- 
gent witness,  seemed  at  first  to  have  been  under  the  impression 
that  there  was  no  reason  to  doul)t  that  there  was  a  suicide. 
Rut  if  Dr.  Watson,  when  lie  went  downstairs,  had  looked  over 
the  house,  and  seen  anything  to  indicate  a  struggle  in  the 
kitchen  or  in  the  pa.saage,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  it  would 
hardly  have  done  to  say  that  it  was  a  suicide,  and  to  ;:top 
Mr.  Fleming  from  going  to  the  viciehbours  and  making  any 
alarm.  So  that,  looking  to  ali  tlirt,  you  will  just  consider 
whether  it  is  or  is  not  more  probable — much  more  probable — 
that  this  old  gentlnian  did.  stupidly  it  may  be.  very  stupidly  it 
may  be,  take  for  granted  that  the  woman  had  merely  gone  out 
and  gone  away,  and  would  come  back  again  in  a  short  time; 
whether  that  "is  very  probable,  or  whether  he  saw  traces  so 
distinct  before  his  eyes  as  to  lead  him  to  suppose  that  a  mur  yr 
had  been  committed,  and  yet  gave  no  alarm,  and  made  no 
investigation. 

1  have  f--*..tr  '  '  ■>  yea  g^i  "rally  what  it  is  which  t';c  Crown 
says  is  proved.  The  only  other  thing  in  the  cmi  t  of  tho 
old  gentleman  which  remains  to  be  alluded  to  is  that  about 
the  milkboy,  who  came  on  the  Saturday  morning.  Now,  you 
have  heard  the  evidence,  and  you  must  have  ob-eived  as  well 
as  T  (lid  th'i.t  there  was  a  confusion  in  aia  recollection  about 
that,  and  that,  as  he  w;.s  considerably  deaf,  he  somctimca 
thought  that  questions  put  to  him  were  not  about  what  lie  did, 
but  about  what  happeno.l  in  the  house.  lie  certainly  did  say 
at  one  time  that  he  did  net  open  the  door  to  the  milkboy 
that  morning,  and  at  another  tirne  he  said  he  might  liavc 
done  it :  and  he  repeatcdlv  said.  "  I  v.ould  just  tell  him  I  didn't 
want  any  milk  that  mornincr."  Then,  in  rcierence  to  the 
scream;  wliich  ho  he-i.rd  in  the  night,  it  was  said  to  be  re- 
markable that  he  did  not  take  any  notice  of  these  screams 
That  is  for  you  to  judge.  He  says  he  heard  three  screann 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  first  was  loud,  and 
the  subsequent  ones  were  faint.  lie  pot  out  of  bed  to  listen, 
but  all  was  immediately  quiet,  and  he  just  went  to  bed  again 
and  slept  as  before.  His  own  account  of  that  was  that  he 
thought  tho  screams  procce<led  fron;  some  loose  people  ovitside^ 
at  tho  back  of  tlio  house;  ami  tiiat,  aa  it  was  :;;;•" 
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continue  I,  theic  was  no  occasion  for  liirn  to  trouble  Lord  Deas 
liimsolf  more  about  it.  Now,  you  will  judge  how  far 
tliat  is  or  is  not  probable.  I  do  uot  kiiow  how  it  may  bo 
in  that  house,  but  I  rather  think  in  many  houses  when  one  is 
in  bed  it  is  not  easy  to  di.stinjruish  .sounds  outside  of  your  house 
from  sounds  that  are  inside,  especially  sleeping  near  the  btreet, 
or  where  sounds  are  eas'ly  heard  from  the  outside.  Now, 
the  first  and  only  loud  scream  njipear.-;  to  have  been  the  one 
that  awoke  him,  vhieh  he  nigl.i  not  hear  so  distinctly  as  to 
jii'lge  of  where  it  came  iixjm.  It  \\a-;  a  natural  enou^'h  thing 
that  a  man  being  awakened  by  a  noi.se  of  that  kind  in  the 
UK'Pning — ho  says  expressly  that  it  was  all  over  again  in  a 
minute — it  is  not  at  all  remarkable  that  he  never  thought  of 
inquiring  what  was  the  cause  of  the  noise.  A  stronger  observa- 
ti.m  made  upon  that  was,  how  did  it  happen  that  he  did  not 
couple  these  Fcrcains  with  the  disappearance  of  the  servant! 
The  question  as  to  tliat  depends  entirely  upon  tho  state  of  this 
old  man's  riind ;  and  consideiing  that,  considering  his  ago  and 
his  habits,  you  will  judge  tiist  in  how  far  that  is  in  itself 
strange,  and  then  in  how  far  it  bears  eitlier  upon  his  own 
guilt  or  innocence,  and  upon  that  of  the  prisoner  at  tho  bar. 
As  to  tho  milkboy,  \«u  will  recollect  that  the  olil 
man  said  lliat  after  looking  at  his  watch  at  four  o'clock 
he  fell  asleep,  and  slept  till  sis.  He  says  that  he  did 
not  get  up  till  nine.  He  says  that  ho  slept  till  six.  Well, 
accordimx  to  that,  if  he  did  n(;t  get  uj).  he  was  lying  awake 
till  tlie  time  that  he  r(«o.  When  he  did  get  up  he  says  that 
he  gave  some  chaps  at  the  servant's  door,  and,  not  receiving 
any  answer,  he  thought  that  she  had  gone  away  and  taken 
tlie  key  with  her.  Now,  the  whole  question  just  depends  on 
whether  you  think  it  i.*;  probable  that  there  was  some  confusion 
in  the  old  man's  luemoiy  as  to  what  he  did  that  niorning,  iuid 
as  to  the  order  in  which  he  did  it.  Tho  time  for  the  milk- 
boy  to  come  was  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock.  He  says  ho 
sometimes  came  later. 

Mr.  ('i,.\itK — It  Vi-a-i  twinty  minutes  before  eii;ht  when  the 
niilkboy  came.  That  was  the  statement  of  both  the  boy  himself 
an'I  his  master. 

Lord  Dkas — We  shall  see  that  when  we  come  to  the  evidence. 
It  does  not  touch  my  present  observation  at  all.  My  ob.-erva- 
tion  was  th.at  the  boy  sometimes  came  sooner  and  sometimes 
later.  The  observation  I  was  makin?  was  about  the  time  the 
niilkboy  came.  Tho  old  man  says  that  ho  was  awake  at  six 
o'clock,  but  he  may  have  got  up  sooner  than  ho  thinks  or  than  ho 
now  remembers.  He  says  that  he  wnt  down^^tairs  and  chapped 
at  the  servant's  door,  and  the;  ■  le  niilkboy  came  and  he 
answered  the  door.  The  mere  mi.>  .,iprehension  about  the  time 
wouhl   arcotmt  for   the  whole  matter.      He  thinks  that  he    did 
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Lord  Deas  not  po  down  and  chaf»  at  the  servant's  door  till  about  nine 
o'clock,  but  in  place  of  about  nine,  or  between  eight  and  nine, 
it  was  bftwoen  seven  and  eiglit  that  he  had  froiie,  and  then  that 
ho  had  answofod  iiio  niilkboy.  It  is  a  mere  liifft-rence  of  ordiT, 
and  any  apparent  discrepancy  may  be  accounted  for.  It  is 
said  that  tlie  chain  was  on  the  dcMjr  when  the  milkboy  came. 
The  old  man  said  most  positively  that  the  chain  was  not  on 
the  door  wlitii  he  went  to  the  door  tlie  first  time  tli  it  inorninL'. 
Ho  was  quite  sure  about  that,  but  he  got  confuse*!  ai'terwunis 
as  to  whether  the  cliain  was  on  the  door  when  the  milklxiy 
came.  You  will  see  at  once  that  if  he  had  been  uji  before  the 
milkboy  came,  and  if,  when  he  came  downRtairs  he  chapped  at 
the  servant's  room  door,  and  she  did  not  answer  him — if.  I 
say,  he  then  went  to  see  whether  tlie  front  door  was  fastened 
or  not,  and  found  that  tlio  door  was  not  upon  the  chain  or 
wa.s  not  locked — in  tiiat  case  ho  might  very  naturally  have  put 
the  chain  upon  the  door  before  the  miIki)oy  cnme,  and  have 
taken  it  off  again  wlien  the  inilkhov  arrive<l.  Yon  will  judge 
bow  far  that  hoy  !■<  likely  to  have  taken  notice,  particularly 
of  a  matter  so  trivial  as  tlie  undoing  of  a  chain,  which  could 
have  liad  no  special  interest  for  him,  nor  have  tixe<I  itsidf  on 
his  mind  :it  the  time  for  any  piirticular  reason.  You  will  con- 
sider how  far  you  would  take  notice  yourse!vc^■.  of  such  things 
I  do  not  know  whether  yoti  w  ill  yourselves  remember  ever  havini; 
locked  your  own  doors  at  night,  and  gone  not  very  long  after- 
wards to  800  whether  you  had  lock'?<l  it  or  not.  I  myself  have 
known  fiersons  who  have  done  so — persons  who  coukl  not  bo  sure 
half  an  hour  afterwards  whetlier  thev  Itad  seeuied  tho  doors  of 
their  houses  or  not  until  they  went  to  satisfy  tlicmsclves.  You 
will  judge  therefcue  whether  the  putting  on  of  a  door  chain 
or  the  taking  of  it  ofif  is  a  thing  that  will  linger  in  a  man's 
memory,  or  wltther  it  is  strong  c!iough  proof  to  c.-^tablish 
the  guilt  of  the  niur<ler. 

Another  remark  I  have  to  make  is  tliat,  if  you  think  it 
not  improbable,  lie  may  have  goiV"  to  the  door  eaiher,  oi  rappe<l 
at  tlie  servant's  door  earlier  than  h«  thinks;  if  lio  had  gone  to 
the  front  door,  and  ascertained  whether  it  was  opened,  and 
Was  thereby  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  she  had  gone  out  by 
tlio  state  of  the  door,  whether  lie  may  not  have  chained  up 
the  do  ir  and  remembered  nothing  more  about  it.  Then  you 
will  have  to  consider  the  question  whether  you  can  be  quito 
patisfieci  that  the  clnin  v.as  on  the  «1f!!.r.  There  is  no  evidence  of 
that  whatever,  esce^it  the  statement  of  tl>o  milkb<»y,  who  says 
he  thought  he  heard  him  take  the  chain  off  the  door.  Now, 
though  the  mi!kbo\  may  have  been  (juite  sincere  in  what  ho  said, 
you  would  be  dispostsl  to  inquire  how  far  that  could  bo  relied 
on,  and  whether  he  was  qtiite  certain  that  what  he  h  -ard  was 
the  taking  of  the  chain  off  the  door.       The  chain  would  not 
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unnaturallv   bo  taken  oiF  ti.e  ,I,M,r   before  the  cM   man   came,  Lord  De« 

and    though  th-3  hoy  fhoutrlii,  wiiat  },e  heard  xva.  tlu.  movement 

of  the  Cham  inside  tiie  door,   it  i.s   for  you  to  judge  ^viIetho^ 

ho  could    be  quite  certain   that  the  sound   he   heanl    «a.   tho 

taking'  off  the  chain,  and  not  Borne  other  movement  connected 

w.th  tho  opening  of  the  door:  so  that,  takin-r  the  wh.,Ie  of  the 

matter  <>ogether,   you   will    form   an    ..,,i,uoM    whetlier-thou-h 

It   may   have   been   a   little   strange,    and   not   so   satisfactorily 

a^ceruuned   as  you   woiiM   ,!esne- there   is   anything   in    .nese 

facts  to  provo  to  you  circumstances  ;vhich  are"  to  lead   vou  to 

tliecmclusio'i  that  tho  old  man  committed  this  murder   a"nd  tlio 

woman  at  the  bar  had  nothing  to  do  with  it      One  thin.'  must 

Ktnkoyou.      I  don't  s.x-  very  veil  x.hy  t!,e  oM  man  should  havo 

deni.^    this    occurrence   had    he   really    r.Muendwred    it.     Why 

Nhoul.l    he   l.ive  ..enie,l   opeiui,-  the  door  to   the  milkbov   .,nv 

more  than  (he  other  peoplo  to  uhom  ho  Mh  ^ou  that  lio  did 

open?     You  w.l    ask  your.selve.s  what  object  ho  could  have  ha<l 

Any  suspicion  that  could  have  attached  to  him  in  consequence 

0.  the  door  being  found  fastened  in  the  insi.lo  h,>  could  ea.ily 

have  done  away  with.      Nothing  could  have  been  . -.sier  for  him 

tii'in  to  accmint  for  the  door  being  fasten..!,  if  it  wa.s  fastened 

m   the  manner  i  hav»  suggested,  or  in  some  other  vav      Ho 

h.Ml  no  objrct  to  servo  in  tho  matter.      In  tho  absence  of  any 

objec..  you   mil   imk   your..e!ves  whether  the  whole   matter   i"s 

n.t  a  mere  confusion  after  all.     Tho  only  object  it  culd  .ervo 

H  .uld  be  to  show  that,  the  house  bcnng  all  se.ure.1  from  within 

u,e  murder  was  committed  by  some  one  inside.     If  it  doo*  not 

'■•■;d  to  that.   It    Ic.ids  to  norhing.      But   uill  it   i.ccount  for  the 

I'tisoner  not  sleeping  in  her  own   houso  that  nijrfit— for  her 

,,'oing  out  in  one  gown  and  comin-  home  in  another— lor  he- 

IieTdu''"  ""  ^''"'"'  '"'**"'"''  "^  '■'"•'"'"'  """'  ^''^'^'^  ^'-"b-  the 
it  i..  n.^e«>arr  for  you  to  .ouple  all  that,  upon  the  .lu-stion 
nf  the  oM  mans  guiIt.  with  attention  to  the  worth  of  tho 
Bt^uement  which  the  prisoner  makes  nrrainst  him.  ilor  st^ite- 
'uent  ,s  that  lie  cnmo  to  her  house  npon  the  Fridiy  nifcrnoon 
or  hnday  night  and  jrnve  lur  all  that  plate.  Did  i.nvbodv 
«.o  h.n.  there?  Mrs.  Campb-ll,  who  livc.^  i„  the  house,  did 
Mot  see  lum.  She  nove-  .  .w  him  there  at  all.  She  never  saw 
he  num.  she  says.  t]„.,v  „,  1..  r  iife.  The  pris<.ner  further  sav. 
that  Mie  object  for  vh.rh  he  gave  her  the  plat©  to  pawn  wks 
-'  nuse  inonoy  to  It  him  take  «  trip  to  the  lliehlands.  He 
had  plenty  of  m;.-.ey  m  the  bank  if  he  chose  to  go  for  it  It 
"'.aid  bo  a  vc/y  odd  thine  if.  f<.r  Ih,.  fir.t  titne  in  his  life,  beinir 
oicrhty-seyen  years  „f  age.  and  living  in  his  son's  hou.e  he 
..d  all  at  .men  take  it  into  his  In-ad.  in  onler  that  he 
■  'lit  gel  the  mean <  ,)f  goinc  on  a  j.iunt  to  the  Hitrhlnndt 
iii.l  to  raise  the  nec^-s^ary  monoy.   in»U'n<l  of  drawin"-  £.-2  or 
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f-ord  DeasXJ.  to  steal  his  son's  pl.ito,  and  go  to  the  prisoner  house, 
and  toll  her  to  get  money  on  it,  iind  that  alter  she  ad  got 
£6  10s.  (^r  £6  15s.  upon  it  he  should  otTcr  her  £3  I'or  her 
trouble,  of  which  she  s.iys  she  accepted  £i,  leaving  the  balance 
to  go  to  the  Highlands  with,  an  intention  oi'  which  you  have 
no  trace,  no  evidence  whatever,  not  even  so  nuich  as  a  pro- 
bability of  it.  That  would  l)e  very  stranire.  Tlion  you  will  con- 
sider whether  it  is  not  still  more  strange  that  tliat  very  same  day, 
or  the  day  before,  I  forget  at  this  moment  which,  'the  woman 
whom  ho  had  muidercd,  without  the  prisoner  having  anything 
to  do  with  tho  murder,  had  been  sending  awav  all  her  good 
dresses.  And  how  came  it  that  tho  pr  soner  took  pos;.cssion  of 
them  and  g..t  somo  of  them  dyed,  and  how  did  it  happen  that 
sho  Went  out  wearing  one  dress  and  came  back  wearing  another, 
and  how  «lid  bho  cut  all  her  own  clothing  and  tear  it  into 
tatters,  and  that  it  should  afterwards  be  found  saturated  witli 
blooil?  You  will  consider  whether  it  is  j.robablo  that  these 
things  should  have  como  about.  If  you  think,  in  place  of  that 
being  true,  it  is  a  tissue  of  lies,  if  yuu  think  that  the  defence  put 
in  heri> — and  tho  only  defence  put  in  here — that  tho  murder 
was  committotl  by  tho  old  man,  was  a  lie,  you  will  r  nsider  how 
far  that  is  consistent  with  the  innocence  of" this  woman.  There 
is  a  trace  of  .some  party  having  hren  in  the  house,  not  the  old 
gentleman  at  all,  but  some  female  whoso  footprint  corresponds 
with  tho  foot  of  tho  prisoner.  Then  tho  prisoner  had  rum  on 
tho  Friday  night  in  a  bottle  belonging  to  Mrs.  Campbell,  and  a 
bottle  like  the  bottle  in  which  was  tho  rum  is  found  in  tho  house 
at  Sandyford  riaof,  having  a  smell  of  rum.  You  will  consider 
tho  circumstances  as  to  thi.s  bottle  of  rum,  and  the  fact  that 
Jessie  MPhersoii,  an  admittedly  tober,  honest,  steady  woman, 
had  been  induced  that  niglit  to  partake  of  rum. 

As  regards  th-  question  whether  the  murder  wa.s  committed 
in  tho  kitchen  or  in  tho  bedroom,  and  how  it  was  done,  or 
whether  the  body  was  dragged  from  one  apartment  to  another, 
you  cannot  get  tlu-  particulars  of  that.  It  is  a  deed  of  dark- 
ness; and,  if  you  are  satisfied  that  a  murder  was  committed 
tiiat  night,  there  is  no  materiality  in  what  particular  ai)artment 
it  was  done.  It  certainly  ui>{ienrs  that  the.so  screams  came  from 
one  of  the  apartments,  and  the  jirobability  is  that  it  was  tho 
kitcl  en  or  the  otiicr  npartinent,  and,  if  so.  you  will  ccmsider 
whether  tho  murder  was  not  committed  at  four  o'clock  in  tho 
morning.  You  will  judgo  whether  that  is  a  circum^tanc' 
telling  in  favour  of  the  prisoner.  She  was  well  acquainted  with 
tho  d  e>ase<l,  and.  if  she  had  any  rea.sonablo  escuse  for  remain- 
ing with  her  all  night,  I  have  no  doubt  she  would  remain  with 
her  all  night ;  and  whether  she  did  go  to  bed  with  her  and 
take  advantage  of  her  being  asleep,  and  give  !ier,  while  she 
was  in  the  bed,  the  first  blow — whether  that  was  so  or  not— 
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^^llothor  the  doceaseJ,  notwithstandinnr,  rallie.l  and  jjot  up  and  Lord  DeaT 
strupg'.wl  to  the  kitclit-n,  and  the  prisoner  then  pave  her  tho 
number  of  blows  which  .e  necessary  to  produce  death; 
whetlier  tliat  was  so  or  not,  it  is  no»-  material  for  us,  for  it 
does  not  affect  the  question  of  her  guilt  or  innocence.  'i'ho 
question  that  remains  for  you  is,  was  it  done  some  time  in  tho 
house  on  that  nipht,  and  was  it  done  by  this  prisoner? 

Now,    gentlemen,    having   made   these   observations   t>     you. 
It  IS  my  duty,    I  think,   in  a  case  of  this  kind,    to  call  your 
attention  to  so.no  of  tlie  more  important  passages  of  the  evidence 
adduced,   to  see  whether  tho  case  which  the  Crown  says  has 
been  proved  against  tho  prisoner  lias  or  has  not  been  proved 
against  her.      I    have   said    that    there    is    a    great    deal    of 
the  evidence  which  I  do  not  think  it  in  necessarv  to  trouble 
you  with,    although   favoura!)le  to   the  Crown.      For   instance, 
tho  evidence  of  tlio  railway  clerks  and  porters,   and  so  on,  a.s 
to  tho  passing  to  and  fro  of  the  one  box,  and  tho  purchase  of 
tho  other  box.     These  do  not  appear  to  me  to  have  any  great 
iiearing  on  this  case,  but  you  have  heard  it  led,  and  I  do  not 
detain  you  with  it.     The  reas-.n  that  I  say  that  this  evidence 
IS  not  of  material    importance   in   this  case   is   this,    that   tho 
object  of  it  all  can  only  be  t<)  prove  two  things.     In  tho  first 
place,  to  prove  the  clothing  wliieh  is  found  covered  with  blood 
as  having  been  disposed  of  or  put  away  by  the  prisoner,  and, 
in   tho  next  place,  to  prove  that  tho  dres«es  of  the  deceased 
were  found  in  the  possession  of  the  prisoner.     Tliese  are  tho 
■  inly  two  purposes  for  which   this  evidence  has   been   brought 
forward,  and  of  this  you  can  judge  from  other  witnesses.      You 
havo  a  great  deal  of  evidence  on  th'     point,  apart  altogether 
irom   the  passage   backwards    and   i...-wards   of    the   boxes,    to 
enablo  you  to  form  your  judgment.     And  then  I  must  tell  'vou 
that  It  is  entirely  competent  for  you  to  take  the  etatemeiits 
made  by  the  prisoner  herself  in  her  declarations,   where  it  is 
fuliy  admitted   that  tho  dresses   of  the  deceased   were  in   her 
possession.      We  do  not  need  railway  clerks  and  porters  to  tell 
us  of  the  sending  of  tho  box  to  Hamilton  when  the  pris.>nrr 
freely  admits  that  she  sent  it  in  tho  way  it  is  alkged.       Tim 
material  parts  of  the  evidence  are  thoso  which  relate  to  what 
she   did   on   the   Friday,   how   she  was  drcs<!ed   on   the   Friday 
night  when  she  went  out,  and  when  she  came  in;  what  she  did 
on  the  Saturday,  what  were  the  articles  she  dispose<l  of  then, 
and  how;   what  she  did  when   she  went  to   Hamilt^m   on  tho 
Ml  nday      These  appear  to  me  to  be  the  most  important  circum- 
st.'^nces  in  tho  cvidonce.   and  I  will  read  to  you  those  portions 
winch  I  consider  necessary,  so  that  you  may  have  your  mrmory 
n-lreslicd  after  this  long  trial  on  'those  matters,   in  order  to 
judgo  whether  the  allegations  made  on  the  part  of  tho  Crown 
bo  or  be  not  correct.     And  it  is  on  that  evidciKe,  and  not  oi» 
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Lord  Beat  the  observation^  .ch  I  have  mare,  th:it  you  are  to  con<i(kr 
whether  those  .,  a-gations  are  true  or  no.  My  observations 
have  merely  been  directed  to  what  the  Crown  says  lias  been 
[irovetl,  and  wh;it  is  the  natur:d  inference  to  be  (irawn  in 
point  of  hiw  and  eonnnoii  sense  if  they  are  proved.  My 
ol)servations  aro  to  be  taken  merely  for  wiiat  they  are  ^^rrth 
I  have  been  statin»  what  I  consider  the  inferences  that  woulii 
appear  to  me  to  be  not  unreasonably  drawn  if  the  charpes  are 
established.  If  they  are  established,  it  is  for  you  to  judge 
from  the  evidence.  I  shall  shortly  call  your  attention,  in  the 
tirst  place,  as  1o  what  occurred  (jii  the  Friday  and  the  Friday 
nijiht. 

The    first    witness    you    have    upon    that    subject    of    any 
materiality  is  the  witness  Christina  Fraser.       She  says  that 
on  iMJilay  nitrht.   the  4th  of  July,   beinsi  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Clv<le,  she  called  on  Mrs.   MXachlan,  and  the  door  bcinc 
openeii  by  Mrs.   Camjibcll.   she  passed  in  to  the   bedroom  of 
the  prisoner,  who  was  dressinpr  herself  to  po  out.        She  had 
on   a  prey  cloak,    and    below    it   a   dnrk   dress   of   sorre    sort. 
She  said  she  was  going  to  see  the  child  of  a  Mrs.  M'Gregor, 
and   witness,   after  having  a  glass  of  rum  with  the  prisoner, 
accnmpaTiied  her  to  the  top  of  Stobcross   Street,  where  they 
parted,  the  piisoncr  going  towards  the  (jushct  House,  Ander- 
ston.      [His    lon'ship    then    ref -rred    to    the    cviiience    of    Mrs. 
(.'ampbell,  but  before  doing  so  called  the  attention  of  the  jury 
U>  the  fact  that  it  was  distinctly  proved  that  the  hu'-band  of 
Mrs.   M'Lachlan  was  absent  with  his  ship  when  all    iiis  took 
place,  and  that  it  was  ns  plain  !i=!  the  si:n  that  ho  knew  nothing 
about  it.       The  evidence  of  Mrs.  Cami>bell  showed  that  the 
prisoner  went  out  at  10  p.^n.  cm  !-'rirhiy,  that  she  th?n  h.id  on 
a  prev  cloak  and  n  brown  merino  gown,  that  Mrs.   Car.ipl.ell 
had  n  bottlo  resembling  in  size,  shape,  mid  material  the  bottle 
found  in  the  pre.^s  in  tho  r.unk  flat  of  Mr.   Fleming's  house, 
that  the  prisoner  had  been  out  all  Friday  night  till  nest  moni- 
inp.  and  that  she  e  imo  in  wearing  a  d  tfermt  gown.     Jlis  loi-d- 
Hhip  thon  proc.-edc".  to  call  attention  to  di.;crepancic8  between 
Mrs.  Cumpl>cirs  ovit^once  and  the  declaration  of  the  prisoner  88 
to  the  time  she  returned  to  the  house.       Before  goinp  into 
other  part<i  of  tir's  witness's  evidence,  he  said  ho  would  now 
alliidn   tn   the   other  evidence  refciTint  to   the    same    period, 
but  riven  by  <li(Ierent  witnesses.       The  firrt  witness  to  whose 
evidence  he  referred  was  Mrs.   Adams.        In   alluding  to  this 
wit.n'isa  having  reccivcl  from  the  prisoner  a  dressin?  plass  to 
pledge,  so  that  she  miiht  rei'eem  it  clonk,  his  lordshin  (  brerved 
that  thry  would  conih  r  >.ow  far  the  circumstance,  thiit  Ijefore 
she  coni  I  fret  this  <i'-.   in  enler  t^  lift  the  prev  do.ik  which 
she  wavtd  to  use.  she  had  to  srnd  this  woman  vith  a  dressing 
frlass  to  ri'sp  tho  monev,   was  or  was  not  cojisistent  with  the 

:04 


Lord   Dcas'   Charge. 


allecration  of  her  havincr  plenty  of  mnncy  at  that  time.      Refer-  Lord  Deas 

rinp  to  the  statement  that  the  f>risoner  had  told  Mrs.  Adams 

that  Jessie  M'Pherson  told  her  to  po  round  to  Sandyford  Place 

about  nine  o'clock,  as  the  old  man   would  be  in   bed  by  that 

time,  his  lordship  saidj — I  may  remark  here,  rrcntlemen,  that 

it  appeared  at  one  time  as  if  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  to 

prove  tliat  this  old   man   was  .1  man  of  1)a<l  rliaracter.        You 

will  judfre  how  far  that  was  proved  or  not.     The  Crowii  openeiJ 

the  way  for  tiiat  investipation  by  askinp:  some  witne^.s  whether 

he  was  always  a  man  of  respectable  character,  and  that  witness 

said    he    was  ;    and    upon    that,    very   naturally,   the    prisoner 

attempted    to   prove    lie    was    not.        You    will    judcro    whether 

there  is   anything  jirove<l  ap.iinst   him,    excejit  this,    that  the 

servant  women,  both  of  Jiis  own   house  and  of  the  next,   said 

that    he    looked    too    mrcli    after   them.         He    did    not    like 

l^ople  comiiip  to  tlu'  houso  at  iiipht   without  knowing  wlio  they 

were  ;  and  if  the  bell  ranp  he  would  look  to  see  who  was  there  ; 

sf>  that,  consequently,  even  thouprh  Jessie  seems  to  have  been 

i|uito  a  respectable  person,  if  she  were  in  the  habit  of  intri- 

(iucinp  her  female  friends  at  nieht  by  the  back  door  through 

the  lane,  she  mipht,  as  she  did,  say  he  was  an  old  devil.     Some 

other  witness  used  the  expression  that  he  was  an  oM  wretch. 

The  reason   for  his  bcincr  -in  old  dovil   or  an  old  wretch  was 

that  he  was  very  inquisitive  ;   iiobocly  could  conie  to  see  them 

without  his    knowinp    of    it  ;     they   coidd    not    brinp    in    their 

friends   without   his   knowing   of   it.        I  do   not   sny  how  far 

that  wns  proper  or  not ;   but  voti  will  judpe  whether  that  does 

or  does  not  go  deep  into   a  man's  character  in   a  charge  like 

this. 

Mr,   Pl.^^rk — Thrn    thire    was    Rtrs.     Smith's     evidence,     in 
rr-i'ard  to  the  statement  that  the  deceaseil  made  to  her. 

Lord  Deas — I  say  you  will  ju<ljre  how  far  that  goes  to  prove 
tliat  the  old  man  is  likely  to  be  a  murdei-er.  You  saw  the 
servants  in  the  box.  They  were  of  various  ages — some  less, 
Home  of  them  more  attractive.  I  <lo  not  knc»v  if  it  is  very 
evtraordutary  that,  as  regards  some  of  them,  they  should 
have  admirers  comin?  about  them,  and  tliat  the  old  man 
micrht  look  a  little  sharply  after  them:  and  yoti  will  judge 
whether  there  is  a  trace  of  anj-  further  dissatisfaction  that  this 
wdtiian.  Jessii-  M'Pherson,  had  with  lier  service  in  that  iiouse 
except  tliat.  She  evidently  did  not  like  it,  no  more  than 
her  next  door  nei^rhbour ;  and,  as  far  as  we  see,  the 
expressions  which  she  ust>d,  or  anybody  else,  had  reference 
to  that  sort  of  habit,  and  aeeordincly  she  was  just  about  that 
time  introducing  her  female  acquaint. ince — it  may  or  may  not 
have  been  this  prisoner — by  the  back  door.  But  the  counsel 
for  the  prisoner  suggests  that  there  is  anotlier  ground  of 
su.spicion   against   the   old   gentleman,    which    is,    that   Jessie 
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:.ord  Doas  AlTher.on   wa.  supposed  to  have  srmethinr,  ^vhirh   she  meant 
to  tell  a  frieiul  that  she  met  upon  the  street  one  nitrlit  which 
she  djd  not  choose  to  tell  in  presenre  of  her  hTisband  -rA  the 
other  people  \\ho  seemed  to  be  standinp:  by.       It  is  not  for  me 
to  sny  to  you  tliat  it  is  not  proved  that  ihe  thin;?  that  Jessie 
Miiierson    had    to  say    was    anything   material    acainst    this 
okl   mans  character,  or  whether  this  circumstance^  ^^-ill   raise 
a  suspicion  in  your  minds.       It  raises  no  suspicion  in  --ine 
rhis  woman  she  met   was   an  old  acquaintance  of  hers    and 
It  18   .piite   a  natural   thing  to   suppose  that,    when   sho  sui-l 
Blie  had  something  to  tell  i,er.   wliat   she  m^ght  have  to  sav 
was    that    she    was    going    to    emigrate.       Supj.ose    she    Itad 
said  that   she  was  going  to  leave   the  countr^•.  and   that   she 
wa.s  not  comu.rtable,   because  the  (,ld  man  tormented  even- 
body  in  tlie  house,  and  was  so  inquisitive  that  she  could  not 
ive  with  him.       Suppose  that  she  had  said  all  that,   would 
that  have  been   anything  against  the  character  of  Fleminc^? 
lou  will  judge  wliether  there  is  any  ground  of  suspicion  as 
to  a  mans  character   in  anything  that  mav  be  thought   by 
servants  ,n  your  house  or  in  any  person's  house  about  you 
INow,    these   observations    were  suggested    bv    the    answer    of 
the  witness    who  said  the  prisoner  said  this'  was  the  time  to 
go  to  the  house,  because  the  old  man   went   to   hnd         Now 
HI   connect  on   with  that  it  is  rieht  that  I  should  read  what 
Mrs.  Smith  vnd  when  Mr.  Clark  examined  her  for  the  defence. 

the  28th  June  la.st,  m  Sauchichall  Street.       T  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  her  there.        I  J,ad  not  seen  her  for  two  vcars  and 
two  n-onth-,  ad  said  she  was  looking  ill.  whereupon  deceased 
comp  uned    of   the   old    man,   saying   he   was    just    an    '  auld 
deevd.        che  seemrd  serio.is,   and  said  she  was  not  comfort- 
able        bhe  said   she  would   come   on   the  Sunday  fortnight, 
which  was  tho  Sunday  that  she  was  out.     She  said  rhe  h-d 
Kcniething  to  tell  me,  but  did  not  appear  desirous  to  tell  mo 
because  mv  husband  was  j-fcsent.       I  di.'  not  see  her  again, 
ar.d  so  I  d;d  not  hear  how  she  was  not  comfortable."     Man' 
.M  Kimion,   who  was  also  examined    for  the  defence,  sai.l.    "'j 
called   at   Fleming-s  house,  and   said  to  the  deceased,   '  Why 
do  vou  never  come  to  sec  me?  '  wh.eroupon  the  deco.nse<1  said. 
It  IS  easy  for  you  to  speak.       I  had  so  much  to  do  with  the 
aul.l  man;  he  is  so  UKiuisitive  that  when  the  bell  of  the  door 
nn-rs  ho  must  know  who  it  was  that  was  coming  in  '  "     The 
witness    Martha    MIntyre   said  she   saw    a  good   deal   of  old 
1-lcming:   that  Flcpiin-jr  was  very  inquisitive:   that  when  the 
servants  were  out  ho  made  inquiries  ^vhcre  they  were;    and 
that  lie  would  even  get  out  of  bed  to  ascertain' what  it  was 
when  the  (loor  bell  rung.       It  is  for  voii  to  jidn-c  wluther  wo 
have  nnythincr  in  the  whole  cour.^o  of  this  case  which  reHecta 
ao6 


Lord   Dcas'  Ch: 


argc. 

in  the  least   decree   on    f  hn   „i  i    „  ■, 

prisoners  coun.dhu  there.       .  ,    '    "''■'   ''^'^    ^V    tho  Lord  Deas 

Ld  Jessie  MTher  on        Y  'u  u    .     'l'"""'    '''^""'  *^'^  "^^  ""'^^ 

evidence  of  a  quarrc  'betvoen  V)    ^^^^^'  I""''"'  ^'^^'''"^  '^''^■^  ^"'"y 

misun.Ierstandin<?    il'.f ;;, ^t'';""'  ^  "'"''"'"  '?""  "''^^  '''"^ 

liln-n^  that  inr,u,^iti  e  |.araSr  o  '  :.7ir  "'"'T  '™'^^  ^'^■'-  "''^ 
these  witne.se    sn^.k  of        v-      ""^  "'^*'^"!"^  disposition  ^^hich 

anvthinjr  that  u>;  d  acco,mtf7^.r '""''"'  "^"^'"^^  ^'^^'"^  i'' 
old  ninn  had  anv  Zi::Tl!ZoZ  iT^'^'l't"  i^  noi'  ''^ 
ges(e<l  anvwhere  tliat  there  could   I,o  n^r,  .•  ,  *  ^'^'-" 

tnn     t  nave  t!:^  least  doubt  that    f  .-nvthin"-  thnt  boa 

1.^^;.^  proved    here,    that    .hieh   has    been    published    i'    Zl 
Lnokins.   then    to  the  ovi<lence  ,xhioh  has  been  ]n.\  on  both 

to  ;  J  ••*"''  ""'"*'""^  ''"^*  ''^^»  ^^  ^""'^J  •'>'  q">>..rel  to  lead 
o  throw  suspicion  uron  the  old  rinn.  you  must  nsk  vorr.olve, 

t  this  ,,omnn?       Tiio  only  motive  su!?ffo«ted  , a  theft       NW 

h.  h..  .  u.shod  to  stoal  hi«  son',  plate,  ho  had  npp' Hu^it^e^ 

•'■II  the  days  of  his  hfc.        One  mav  easily  think     'nt   if  h» 

w.shed  to  .teal   the  plate  he  would  "have  pone  abo  ,      t    „   a 

much  easier  manner  than  this.       When  the  servant  was  aw«v 

2C7 


r\ 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


Lord  Deas    rom  the  house  ho  m.^ht  have  taken  it,  nn.I  then  sai,l  that  a 
ro hlK^rv   haJ  taken    place.        He   nu^ht  have    said   a    thousand 
in  ?r   ^'f  ,;^'""'''  ''•V''  areount.d  for  the  absence  of  the  plate 
in  a  fa,  better  way  than  this.       It  i,s  for  you,  theP,  to  consider 
wlietlier,    in   order  to  get  po.s:.es,sion  of  the  plate,   he   became 
a   m-irderer.        \o,i    must  also   consider   w],ether   he    had    any 
purpose   to   serve   by    murderinET  the   ^voman.        What  did   he 
ffain  by  iti     It  there  was  no  desire  for  revenge,  it  nnthuu'  had 
passod    between    them    that   could    have    led    to    it,    is    it    con- 
ceivable.     is    there    any    reason     we    can     call     up,    even    in 
imagination,    to    account    for    hia    murdering    the    servant     or 
being  concerned    in    the  niunler?        And    if   he   had  employed 
the    prisoner    to     niur.h  r    l,.r,     that    woul.l     be    even    more 
extraordinary       lie  employed  her  to  do  it  !_a   living  witness 
who  could  tell  all  about  it,  and  who,   in  that  case.  cHuld  have 
told  you  all  the  particulars  of  how  she  did  it.  and  when  she 
did  It,  and  so  on,  and  might  have  told  vou  these  particulars. 
if  she  had  been  in  the  box  as  a  witness.        In  manv  cases  it 
IS  ot  little  conse<iuence  whether  you  ascertain   th,-  rnotive  for 
thecoramitt:;    of  the  crime  if  it  is  clearly  proved  that  a  par- 
ti.-ular  individual  committed  the  murder,  but  it  is  always  satis- 
factory to   kn(,w  the  m.,tive  which   led   to   the  crime.        In   a 
questum    like  this,   wliether  the  old  man  or  the  prisoner   was 
the  murderer,  it  is  impossible  that  he  could  have  any  purpose 
to  serve,  and  that  is  of  great  importance,  if  there  is'anv  diffi- 
cuity  about  it  oth.rwise.       Now.  in  coming  back  to  that  which 
happened   upon   tho  Saturday   that  the  prisoner   camo  in,   the 
ovidenco  I   have  been  reading  brings  it  up   to  tiio  time  when 
she   came   back     about    nine    o'clock,   and    what    she    did    on 
..•oining  in.        Ihen  you  have  the  evidence  a.  to  what  follows. 
and  the  hrst  evidence  upon  the  subject  which  was  laid  before 
vou   W.13    a  continuation    of   the   evidence    of    Mrs.    Camnbel! 
After  she   has  t.;ld    what   I   have  already   read    to   vou   about 
the  prisoner  cmvAix  m,  she  tells  us  thai  she  imme<liatelv  went 
out    ntunung  again  at  once,  going  out  again  in  the  forenoon 
and    returmiig   once   more,   eroing  out   anew   between    two  and 
three   o  clock     carrying  a  black   box.   and   comin-  back   soon 
eaving   her  house   in  the  erenin?  with  the   little   b(,v        She 
had,  It  you  remember,  on  one  of  the  occasions  she  went  out  a 
grey  cloak    with    ta.ssels  on.   which   were  afterwards   taken   off 
in    the   dyer's    shop.        When   she    comes    back    at  night    she 
shows  Mrs.   Camplnl!  a  bonnet  she  has  bought  for  her  little 
bt)v. 

th'-n  Mrs.  Adams  sai.l,  wlien  she  was  shown  the  .Iress  labelled 
1^0.  '.,.  that  it  was  tho  pown  which  .she  was  dressed  in  on 
the  Saturday.  She  knew  it  to  be  the  prisoner's,  and  that  ii 
had  1)-.  II  pawnod  before.  You  will  recollect  th.at  she  came  in 
on  ^.iturday  morning  uith  a  gown  that  bclorged  to  the 
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deceased.      She  changed  tl 
of  the  pawn.     Mm.  A<hims 
on   that   day  the   firisoner 


le  gown   after  she  got  her  own   out  Lord 


redeem    a    silver    watih,    d 


anis,  in  lier  e 
■ve   h 


Deas 


husband' 


lid  a  ring  of  her  own.     Th 


vKlence,  went  on  to  say  that 

■r   pawn   tickets   and   £2   to 

res3    coat,    and    iwo    shirts    of    Jit-r 


itness 
vou  rob .' 


on  seeing  the  n.oney,  saying,  -  Whom  did  vou  rob  /  "  Now-  tho 
.Itness  would  not  mean_  seriou.sly  that  she  had  robbed  any 
one.        he  importance   of  this   remark  lies   in   the   surprise  o^ 

tot..l  «ant  ct  It  belore.  Ihe  prisoner  said  that  this  was  tl,^ 
n.oney  her  hu.sband  hud  left  L  the  tailor  b,t  at  wo.U 
have  been  available  the  day  before.  Then  Sar.h  \dun  I. 
daughter   of    Mr..    Adams,  "states    that    on     1       SaSy     L" 

"cWk  ,  '.r'-^"'"'''^  '^"""^  •■'•^"^'^  '^'^l^'-P'^^t  thr.e  or  four 
u  clock,  when  the  pri..nner  seeme<l  to  be  writing  letters      'J  h^ 

prisoner  sent  her  to  t)ie  railway  with   a  trunk ,^and  gave  h  r 

a  slulhng  to  pay  the  carriage.      You  will  afte  ward.s^ee  t   at 

the  prisoner  gives  a  different  statement  as  to  this,  but    t    lid 

not  material  y  affect  the  evidence  of  the  witness.     [A  ter  re  d   ^ 

'eJ'^srnt  t  ;?'"'  ^;'^"^'  "■'•'^''"^'  ^^''^-  «^^  me^itions  h  J 
l.^ui  ent  to  the  railway  station  by  the  prisoner  with  a  bo^' 
and  also  where  she  states  that  some  months  before  she  v'; 
•^  ut  to  the  decea.c-d  to  get  a  loan  of  £2  for  the  pri.soner  1vh  ch 
^..e  got  and  brought  to  the  prisoner,  his  lord.ddp  rcf  red  to 
I  ie  prisoners  declaration,  where  she  said  she  wis  owin^  the 
deceased   some   £2   odds    for  grocery   goods.      He   w^nt   on   t« 

gul  Adams)  I  now  direct  your  attention.  The  witness  told 
you  that  upon  one  occasion  two  years  before,  when  ll.e  must 
have  been  very  voung.  for  she  ,s  onlv  twelve  vear  old  Tw 
she  was  examined  in  a  case,  where  some  parties"  de  red  h'r  to 
t.dl  what  was  not  true,  She  <lid  it,  but  upon  bewirr  b,n,,  J,? 
.".ward  again  she  stated  what  was  true  ^  It  T for  voT'o 
onsider  whether  you  have  any  doubt  about  the'  accuracy  ,f 
t!.e  witness.  If  you  have  no  reason  to  doubt  what  Z  s 
saving  it  IS  not  material-it  is  o.dy  if  vou  have  reason  odmb 
her  statement  that  it  is  material.  You  will  judge  frorn  the 
.■udence  we  have  got  hero  whether  what  she  sivs  is  nTon 

truth  "Y       "n  '•'  r'  '?'^  '''"^'  ^"^  ^'^  ^-^'^^  -"'  t^'l^the 

;:9rabie\- thf  .rs  '^iT^^^L^ii^:^  iiir  z 

[II.s   lo.niship  then   read  the  evidence  of   I-li.abeth    M Oone 

the  prisoner  as  the  woman  who  c.,ni..  t-  k^.  to  -TV     "    ^""^ 

i.  '   '     "■"  o""-   '•'•^'  'ircoB 
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Lord  Deas  dytii.   hut  she  describes  her  <lress  as  correspondinfr  with  wlmt 
is   now   produced   as  her  own,   you   liave  the  cin  uiiistatices  i  i 
the  tassels  heiujjr  taken  cfif  the  grey  cloak,  which  she  had  on 
immediately  before  she  \\ent   to  tlie  dyer,   and  vou   have  the 
testimony  of  Mrs.  Kainny,  who  tells  us  positively  that  before  she 
went  to  the  dyer's  bho  took  off  the  brown  merino  pown  whicli 
belonged  to  the  deceased,  and  put  on  another  dress  which  be- 
loiipred  to  herself,  and  wi  nt  aw"y  intending  to  go  to  the  dyer's  to 
get  the  dress  she  had  taken  off  dyed  black.     It  is  for  you' to  say 
whether  you  have  any  reasonaltle  doubt  that  the  woman  who 
took  tlio  dress  to  the  dyer's  was  the  juisoner  at  the  bar.     You 
■will  remember  that  we  have  evidence  afterwards  of  the  identifica- 
tion of  that  dress — evidence  of  the  fact  that  it  belonged  to  the 
deceased   of  the  sti-onL'e>t  possible  description.        [Ilis  lordship 
then   read   other   portions  of   Mrs.    Hair--  's  evidence  to   prove 
its    identification,    and    referred   to    the   w.idence   of    Elizabeth 
Steele,     who     spoke     to     the     prisoner     buying     a      bonnet, 
and    the    testimony    of    the    pawnbroker,    Mr.    Lundie,    who 
spoke    to    the    prisoner    wanting    £6     10s.     for    silver    plate. 
Referring    to     the    statement    of    the     pawnbroker,     that    it 
was    between    twelve    and   one   o'clock    when    the   prisoner   got 
the   money    for   the   plate,   his   lordship   said]— An   observation 
was  made  upon  that  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  that  the 
money  paid  for  the  rent  could  not  have  been  the  money  raised 
upon  the  plate,  because  it  was  between  twelve  and  oiie  when 
the  money  was  criven  for  the  plate,  and  it  was  not  quit^  twelve 
will  u  she  paid  the  rent.     "\'ou  will  judge  how  far  that  has  any 
materiality.      It  seems  very  clear,  so  far  as  any  one  can  dis- 
cover,  that  she   was  totally   in   want   of  money",   and   whether 
that  was  part   of  tlie   money   which   she   got   o'n   the   plate,  or 
how  she  got  it,  you  will  judge.      You  will  judge  whether  that 
is  very  material:   and  you   will   alsf)   judge  whether  the   mere 
circumstance  of  the   pa\.    broker   saying   that    it    was   between 
twi  Ive   and   one  o'clock   is  corre<:t  o-  that   it  might   not   have 
bein  a    little  before  twelve.      The  cashier  says   it   was   h.'fore 
twelve,    because   he   paid   the  money   into   the  bank,    and   the 
bank  shuts  at  twelve.     The  ]>awnbrokers  mitrht  not  notice  ihe 
exact  time,  as  they  had  no  susjiicion  of  anything  at  that  time. 
You  will  jud'je  whether  that  has  much  materiality  in  this  case 
one  way  or  another. 

[After  reading  the  evidence  of  the  witness  Miller,  assist.int 
to  the  pawnbroker  in  Brown  Street,  as  corroborative  of  Mrs. 
Adams'  testimony  reaardinir  the  articles  pawned  and  lifted, 
his  lordship  continuedl— The  next  point  of  the  case  to  which 
I  w  ill  allude  is  the  identitieation  of  the  dresses  of  the  deceased. 
The  first  material  evidence  we  have  as  regards  this  is  that  of 
Margaret  M Tiachlan,  who  was  for  some  time  .i  fellow-servant 
with  the  deceased  in  Mr.  John  Fleming's  house.     She  identifies 
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dress  which  hul'hJL  '^T\  ^^\,'.'"^°"'  ^'»<^  particularlv  the 
prisoner  wore  "en  4e  ti^rnJi^^yT'^  *'^'  ^'"'^^  ^^'-''  ^^- 
morning.      Mr     VuT ZZT^     ,  '''^""^  ^"  *'"^  Satunlay 

been  dvcd;  but  nerhms  rm,  .  'V"'/^'''  "*  once  that  it  liad 
much  kill  a  y;  e^„:"  ^^^Y  ""?''""  *"  '^^^^"'^  '^«^- 
has  bocij  dved  IIoV Z;  'J'  t'^*;"^'"'^'""?  ^''^t  an  article 
that  verv  fe.  JZ.^'UZ^J  ^^^^^ ;J:^  ^  ''"'1^ 
have  much   difncultv   in   s-.vin,.  ir    tl  ,.'Y'\  «liesse.s    would 

Th.s   witness   savs   di     nc  iy  fh.t     h'  ■",''"    ""    '""■"  '^>-'^- 
since  it  came  into  tl^n^^^  /^   '^'"'■''    ^"^'^    '^'^•^"    <i^*-^<I 

traces  of  hlo„d,   a Ithou-'h  til  hi       T',"".:  '^''''  ^''''  '''^^''^''t 
"I>on  cross-e.an;i,So,^the"e.K  t''''\     ''''""' 

to   be  Jessie  Ml'her.on's   bv  itr  ^"'''"  '^^'^  ''^^'^'^ 

by  .ts  general  up  ear  nee'  .w  11  l''",  '"  .T"'""  ''"■'^-'  ^'^ 
The  next  witness  Mary  Lniei  ;;«-T  .'"  "^'■"^^^'  '^'^'■'^^'•• 
Powns,  an,l  a  polk  ^4rS  i  '  ,  ''V^'"  ''"•^'^^'  ''''' 
when  she  purclied  both  the  ct  k^  ^l^.^^^  ^  i^^^  ^'•^'''--" 
sown,  which  the  prisoner  is  said  to  V";.,^'^ '''"""  ^he  m.nno 
she  cam,"   hack   to   her   hnnc  !       "         ''''"   ^^^''"-in?  when 

identified  it  as  J    sie  M  Z  ■    r       '°  "'''"'^^'>'   °^"'"'"^'    -"^ 

dye.  black,  but  she^iJ!;.!;:':;;  Ac^;rs.  j^urMrr^"  '^- - 

^ow,  p.ntIon>en,  that  is  the  mater  a    pai  o        ^  /J'r'°"  ^• 
there  zs  more  evidence     but  th.t   i  -  Vi   P'^'^\"\tie  cMdenc(^- 

evidence-as  to  the  in'^^   o^  h^;;   i;.^?'-''' /^V'  ^'^ 

;Li"fei:ij;'^^V'Y^  -^ '---  '-^  ^'-^  -- tir  c  iliS" 
are  traced  to  the  "i^iioilT  ;;;^::;;^!rS;  ^r^^ '''''-' 

".as  them  all  inmiodiat.lv  ..fr    less  ■'  \   p['  i"  P,''''""''" 

tnat  she  only  accounts  fo^  th,Vi  Hurson  s  death,   and 

Bent  them  tl  her  by  a  tl  .  f  77  "''^'  '?'^"  "'"'''-^O" 
some  time  the  day  before      Thn  "]  "°  ''^'^'^  '"^  <"^'^. 

tions  that  they  •  rl  Je  r\r-|.  ^  "f  '''^"''*'  '"  '''^'-  declara- 
for  tiK.  posSi  ^frtllm  ■"""'  ^'•™'^""1  -^he  accounts 
!-•  by  jLsie  MPhersil;  '  "''"'"  ^'"*  ^'"'^  ^-"-^  -^'^  to 

The  next  material  thiti"  is  to  nft  .„J  f     ♦! 
Pnsoner  on  the  occasion  wh,  n  111       I  '';/'":,  """'^"t  of  the 
tliat.  the  ident  fie.  i  ,     of      ,         7\  Hamdiun.  and,  after 

<'res.es.     The     .wi     ess  ■     io'^r  t't  'T"1  "'""    '^  ''^•-  °-» 
Mrs  Chnssels.     The  t  riscncJ  w.Vli  "^  ^'''"^^  '"  "-""ilton  i. 

H,..f  1 n      "'","."<•  .  »he  h!  H  no  bundle  when  she  ,.nf,>...,i  .  „,,., 

•••w:uic    CUUiU    ,",riiv    be 
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Lord  Deas  of  the  box.     Then  nil  Mrs.  Ch;issels  can  huy  as  to  the  haiulkcr- 
chief  "iven  by  the  prisoner  to  the  boy   on  tlie  Hraiidon  Koad 
is    that  it  rescmblod  a  hanrlkcrchicf  in  which  the  bundle  war< 
wrapped.      This   witness    iilso   states   that  she   saw  portions  of 
the  pown  with  a  flounce  at  the  bottom.     The  prisoner  was  .,uitu 
calm,   and  when  she  left  was  carrying  notlnnir  but   a   bundle. 
It   is    <listinctly    proved    bv    more   than    ono   witnr-s    tliat   ili.> 
prison.r   was   not    in   stronpc   health— that   she  had    been  m   a 
delicate   state   of   healtii   ever   since   she   had   her   child,   three 
years  ajjo.     James  Chassels  slightly  contradicts  his  mother  as 
to  the  t'ime  the  prisonc;   i  taved  in  their  house.     He  says  that 
it  was  from  half  an  hour  to  three-quarters.     The  mother  says 
onlv   about   a   quarter;   but  these  two   witnesses  were  equally 
honest,   speakinj^  tr)  a  lensth   of  time  to   wWidi  they  paid  no 
attention  at  the  moment.     Mirrikcs  Chassels  said  the  prisoner 
came   to  his   mother's,    and   afterwards,   on  the  same  day.   he 
met  her  on  the  Brandon  Koad,  about  five  minutes"  walk  Irom 
his  mother's  house.     She  said,  "  Boy,  here's  a  handkerchief ;  I 
found  it.     If  you  like  vou  can  take  it  home  and  get  it  hemmed. 
The  l.id  also  remarked" that  he  <lid  not  ?ee  Iwth  her  hands.     Then 
John  Hamilton  proved  that   the  hnx  had  l)een  bvouglit  to  the 
saddler's  shop  at  the  time  mentioned  by  James  Cha.'-sls,  where 
it  remained  till  given  up  to  f...  police.     I'lizabcth  (abson,  who 
kept  a  public-house  about  a  mile  and  u  half  beyond  Hamilton, 
said  the  prisoner   asked   for   a  half-glass  of  whisky,    but   that 
she  "avo  her  a  whole  one,  her  signs  of  fatigue  were  so  great. 
She  saw  her  go  in  the  direction  of  Meiklo  Earnock.     She  was 
carrying  a  bundlo;  but  she  did  not  notice  what  tlie  bundle  was 
wrapped  in.     This  witness,  however,  recognised  the  dress  and 
bonnrt    which    the   prisoner    wore   at    that   time.         Then    her 
husbnd  saw  the  prisoner  go  from  the  house  in  the  s.itiie  direc- 
tion.     Th':ir  daughter  Mnrcrarct  saw  the  prisoner  on  the  roail 
near  her  father's'^houso  along  with  Marion  Fairjcy.     Mie  asked 
for  a  burn  where  she  might  get  a  drink,  and  was  diiwted  to 
a  place  bevond  the  Tommy  Linn  Park.     She  had  the  appearance 
of  having' a  bundle  below  her  arm.     The  witness  says  she  did 
not  see  whether  the  prisoner  went  in   the  direction   given,   or 
only  to  th»  first  oak  tree.      It  is   for  you  to   judixe   what  her 
object  might  be  in   asking  for   a  burn,    and   whether   she  did 
not  want  some  t sense  for  going  off  the  road.     'Ihat  is  matter 
of  inrcrence.    Then,  on  the  Sunday  immediately  alter,  this  little 
girl   Kays   sho   was   in  the   park   and    found   clothing  torn   and 
bloody,'  at  which   she  got   frightened   and  ran   home.      Marion 
Fairlcy  went  bach  with  hn-  to  the  same  place  on  Monday  and 
saw   the   articles,    but    again    they    were   not    taken    away    till 
Stewart,  the  policeman,  came.     Then  on  the  Wednesdav  they 
were  again  in  the  park,  and  on  the  road,  at  the  foot  ot  the  he<lge, 
■  "      of  attire,  also  torn      The.f-  they  recog- 
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Tiised  on  being  shown  in  tlio  witness-box.  On  the  samo  «]av  Lopo  Dm^ 
they  found  a  piece  of  coburg  in  the  'J'empleton  Park,  w!iirli 
Stewart,  the  police  officer,  uUerwards  took  away.  The  little 
i,'irl,  Marion  Fairlcy,  corroborated  thi.s  witness  in  almost  every 
purticular.  Then  there  was  the  evidence  of  Stewart,  Cooper, 
and  Dewar,  pohce  otlicers,  who  spoko  as  to  the  hndiug  oi  tlio 
articles  where  they  were  lirst  discovered  by  tlie  pirls  Fairlev 
:ind  Gibson,  and  that,  I  think,  is  the  material  evidence  as  to 
what  the  prisoner  did  at  Hamilton,  and  as  U)  what  was  found 
at  Hamilton  otter  she  had  been  there. 

Now,  the  niaiii  thing  I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  is  the 
identification  of  these   article.-^,   which   are  those  s-aid   to  have 
been  thrown  away  by  the  prisoner  at  Hamilton,  and  found  by 
the  officers,  as  being  parts  of  clothing  belonging  to  the  prisoner. 
The  first  fact  about  that  was  the  evidence  of  Smith,  the  officer, 
as    to    the    sleeve    found    in    the    prisoner's    house,    being    the 
sleeve  of  the  gown  found  in  tatters  at  Hamilton.       Then^came 
the  evidence  of  Mrs.   Campbell   with  reference  to  the  thirteen 
pieces  of  petticoat,  as  being  very  like  portions  of  a  petticoat 
the  prisoner  had.      On  one  occasion,  when  it  was  washed,  the 
witness  remarked  that  it  was  very  stout,  and  the  prisoner  said 
that  It  was  made  out  of  a  iilanket,  and  those  pieces  corresjionded 
with  that  description.       Then  it  would  be  observed  that  Mrs. 
Adams,    another    witness,   recognised   the  pieces  of   flannel    as 
being  portions  of  a  petticoat  of  the  prisoner.       She  had  washed 
the  petticoat   sometimes,    but   not   very   often;    and    she   knew 
that  it  had  been  made  out  of  a  blanket.        She  knew  about  it 
at  the  time  it  was  made.       (in  being  shown  the  coburg  sleeve 
the  same  witness  identified  it  as  the  sleeve  of  the  gowrl  found 
covered    with    blood.     Then    she   gave    evidence    to    the    effect 
that  she  recollecfcd  the  prisoner  saying.   "  I  must  get  money 
Bomewhere."        In  the  cross-examination   as  to  the  dress,   she 
said   that   It   appeared   to  be  dyed,    and   stated,   in   answer  to 
repe:  ted  iiKiuirios,  that  anybody  could  tell  that  the  dress  was 
dyt-d,  and  th.it  she  knew  by  the  smell  of  it  that  it  was  so.     She 
IS  asked  to  look  at  three  pieces  of  cloth,  labelled  20,  and  she 
s.iy.s,  '■  that  is  a  flannel  jietticoat,"  and,   when  questioned  how 
she  knows  it  to  be  a  petticoat,  answers.  "  I  know  it  must  have 
been  a   petticoat."      Again,   when    asked  to  look   at   the   other 
llaunel  petticoat,   labelled  L'l,  ,.l;e  says,    ••  I  have  iK^t  seen   that 
b.-fore  except  .at  the  County  Buildings."     Then  Mrs.  Adams  ia 
shown   the   thirteen  pieces   of   woollen  cloth,    labelled    20,    and 
says,  "  I  recognise  them.     They  formed  a  petticoat  belonginL'  to 
the  pri.soner.     I  have  seen  her  wearing  such  as  tliis."    "shown 
six  pieces  of  wincey  No.  21,  she  says.  ""l  have  seen  the  prisoner 
wearing  a  petticoat  like  tliis,"     Shown  twenty  pieces  of  coburg, 
and   recognises  them   as   belonging  to  the   prisoner.      Shrwn  a 
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Lord  DoM  wiiijii.cr  :Ax)\e  reit-rrpd  to.  Tti  n,  being  shown  the  criiiolino 
wires,  she  says,  "  I  got  these  from  the  prisoner  lor  my  little 
girl."  It  uoes  not  appear  that  the  niothr.  did  actuiilly  give 
thrni  i:i  hrr  ilau'jfliter  .S;trah.  SIkiwu  1>i-ii\\i)  die.ss  No  ISO,  slic 
replies,  '  That  is  one  (>f  the  deceased's  dresses."  '1  hen  y.ni 
have  the  evideno  of  .iano  M'Gregor,  the  ire  :-niaker,  uho 
saya,  "I  have  made  dresses  I'or  the  prisoner."  SIkhmi  the 
twenty  pieces  of  eohurg  eioth,  she  recognises  them  '•  ;s 
like  the  colour  of  a  dres.-i  she  made  for  tlio  prisoner  about 
three  years  ago."  Then  the  sleeve  is  shown  her,  and  is  recog- 
nised as  the  sleeve  of  tlio  dress,  which  tiie  twenty  pities 
compo.sed.  Shown  a  black  dicss,  she  s.iys,  '  1  ncv;;:  ^a\v  that 
dress  bejon  "  Sjie  is  aski  d  how  .dio  thinks  the  si, 'eve  belongs 
to  the  same  wrapper,  and  replies  that  "  it  has  the  appearance 
of  being  the  sltn-vo  oi  that  dress."  That  is  the  evidence  of  the 
dressmaker.  liei  evidence  only  go.:8  to  this,  that  these 
pieces  of  eoI)urg  are  hke  the  tiiess  she  made  for  the 
prisoner  three  years  ago,  but  she  cannot  positively  swear 
tint  tiii'v  art'  the  same;  and  yon  v.ill  not  be  surprised 
that  tie'  iiressmaker  ronld  not-  swear  positix-ely  with 
regard  to  a  dress  she  liail  ni.ide  so  long  before.  I  tiiink  that 
the  evidence  (f  tia.  drcs-^niaker,  coupled  witli  the  evidence  of 
those  who  knew  her  dresses — the  w.isherwoiuan  and  the  people 
about  the  house — is  material  evidence  of  those  dresses  having 
Wlongcd  to  tiie  prisoner.  And  np(Mi  tiie  whole  of  that  evi- 
dence, and  apart  altogether  from  any  admissions  i.r  statements 
that  the  pris(.ncr  may  have  made  in  her  declarations,  you 
will  ask  yom-.-felves  the  ijuestion,  whether  that  evidence  does 
not  go  to  establish  the  material  faits  wiiich  lay  at  the  bottom 
of  this  part  of  the  case,  namely,  that  the  prisoner  lift  her  house 
on  Friday  night,  rius,ed  in  that  same  gown  which  was  after- 
ward^  found  torn  t*)  pieces  .ind  covered  with  bh  od  at  Hamilten, 
and  that  she  came  back  wearing  a  die^s  which  iKloii^,.d  to 
the  deceased,  tliat  she  then  t(  ok  if  ofl  und  went  to  get  it  dved 
black,  that  siie  then  went  to  H.unilton.  and  wtnt  to  tiiose  four 
different  places  where  she  di.-iribut"d  In  r  own  clothing,  all 
torn  to  tatters,  and  winch  were  afterwards  feimd  by  the  police, 
and  found  covered  with  blocd,  net  oidy  apparent  to'thc  common 
observer,  but  proved  by  Pi.ifes.sor  Penny,  as  matter  of  skill, 
to  be  the  sort  of  blodd  which  mitdit  l)e  expected  if  .t  was 
human  blood,  or  the  blood  of  (he  deceaswl. 

It  is  for  you  ti)  <'cinsid(>r  whether  you  can  hav-»  nnv  reason- 
able doid)t  Unit  these  f.icts  and  circumstances  bnn'.'  homo 
the  guilt  of  this  offence  to  the  prisoner.  I  need  hardly 
any  to  you  that  you  cannot  expect  in  a  ca.sc  of  this  kind  the 
testimony  of  oyo-wiint>s»es.  MMrd-rs  ar-  n>t  conunitted  b' !,.ro 
people's  even;  and  if  it  were  necessary  to  have  direct  evidence 
of  murder,  it  would  be  very  easy  to  murder  anvhoiiv  without 
«4 
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(ii'tfctioii,  ami  we  might  li;ive  a  murder  committed  every  d:iy.  Lord  Deas 
Tiiat  is  n(it  the  law  ;  and  I  do  not  think  vdu  will  be  of  opinion 


that  that  should  hu  the  1 
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circ-.im-^taiices  when  all  i^ax  tdg'jthcr  lead  to  the  inferenre  that 
the  jiarty  aeeused  i»  guilty  of  munl'/r,  that  is  (juite  ^uincicnt. 
The  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  with  his  n>vid  juiiLrment,  did  not 
say  111  you  that  ynu  were  not  to  irn  ujion  I'iicuiustaiitial  evi- 
dence. He  sa;'l  tliat  if  you  proceeded  upon  circumstantial 
evidence,  you  niu  I  have  facts  and  circuiastunces  which  do  not 
admit  of  lensniiabie  doubi.  iheie  may  be  eiicum.staiiccs  of 
sus|i.cion  uliieli  might  be  explained  away.  You  will  consider 
whe'.her  the  circumstances  of  suspicion  said  to  In-  directed 
against  ol>l  Fleming  in  tiiis  case  W'>uld  or  would  n^t  be  unsafe 
to  go  upon.  Hut  you  will  also  consider  whether  nuch 
circuinstauees  as  we  have  liere  aie  oi-  are  not  safe  to 
go  upon  when  they  are  all  put  togethtr.  Mr.  Clark  ii.  his 
address  referred  to  ;i  cast  where  three  parties  were  tried, 
and  they  were  idl  eouvicted.  It  came  out  afterwanls  th;it 
one  of  them  was  iniiotent,  and  that  shews  the  danger  <.t  ci>n- 
vi(  ling  jjeiiple  upci  such  e^  ideiice  as  we  are  now  going  upon.  I 
presume  we  are  not  to  infer  from  this  that  because  one  fierson 
was  convicted  who  turned  out  to  be  innocent,  nolxidy  is  ever 
to  be  convicted  again.  We  are  not  ccune  to  that  yet.  1  do 
not  know  that  the  jiersen  alluded  to  m  tliat  ca>o  was  found 
to  be  innocent.  Tlie  party  who  was  so  convicted  upon  that 
occasion,  and  who  got  that  sentence,  had  Lis  sentence  remitted. 
VVhether  ho  was  innwent  or  not  v.o  cannot  ItU.  T!ie  '.'rown 
must  have  thought  that  tliere  was  such  doubt  about  the  matter 
that  it  was  right  to  ^et  liim  at  liberty  :  but  I  am  afraid  that, 
it  I  know  an)'thing  alnmt  that  case,  it  is  not  a  veiy  good  int.nico 
<>t  what  it  is  quoted  to  you  for.  w/..,  the  injustice  of  goinir  upon 
circumstantial  evidence.  I  lather  su..,  ect  that  if  a  mistake 
did  occur  it  is  an  instance  of  th>>  dariLrer  of  direct  testimony 
ratlier  than  of  rircumstantuil  eviclence  A  witness  might  look 
cm  at  a  thing  taking  place,  and  think  he  saw  a  person  wle'ii  it 
wuv  not  tiiat  person  at  all.  A  m.m  might  state  that  h.-  saw 
people  come  to  a  liouse  at  niuht  wlu  n  it  was  not  that  house 
at  all :  and  say  that  he  saw  people  come  out  of  one  ljoi|.,e  when 
ho  saw  them  come  out  of  another.  Tliu  mistake,  then,  if 
there  was  a  mistake  at  all.  was  in  tliinking  that  the  man  was 
one  of  the  men.  It  is  one  of  the  risks  of  direct  evidence  that 
the  witness  ma\  be  altogether  m  a  mistake.  There  is  always 
a  risk  when  a  witness  says  I.c  saw  a  tl.nit:  that  ho  is  not 
tellinff  that  which  is  true,  or  that  he  miL'ht  U'  mistaken  about 
the  person,  or  aiiout  the  whole  matter  <'ircum,stantiul 
». idcnce,  if  sufficiently  clear,  is  moie  si^'e  sometimes  than 
din-i'f  eviilence.  In  «ome  respc<'tM  the  evidence  of  ilireet 
test     lonv    m.n-    be   moi.    satisfactoiy    thui   cneum-tHiitial    evi- 
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Lord  Deas  dem-e,  hut  in  many  otficr  respects  it  is  often  neither  so  safe 
nor  80  satisfactory.  Circumstances  cannot  lie.  There  can 
bo  no  combination— there  ca-  be  no  consniracv  in  .sucli  a  chain 
of  circumstances  as  we  have  iiere.  There  can  be  no  hiyins; 
of  heads  together  by  so  many  different  i!eo[.le  to  frai"o"  the 
various  parts  into  one  connected  story.  Tiie  onlv  possible 
error  is  that  we  may  draw  r.  wron^r  itiference  from  the  facts. 
There  is  a  possibility  of  error  in  everytiiinp:  human.  We  have 
no  absolute  certainty,  in  one  sense,"  about  anvthinjr.  It  is 
always  possible  that  we  may  be  in  error.  'The  possibility 
of  error  is  only  t_x  '  ided  in  the  Dnty.  Mut  what  vou  ano  "l 
have  to  consider  is  wliether,  as  reasonable  men— with  the 
reason  that  God  has  v'iven  us— lookin;,'  to  the  whole  chain  of 
circunistjuices  before  us,  we  are  led  "to  one  reasonable  con- 
clu.sioii.  If  there  is  any  douu.  in  tlie  case,  the  prisoner  is 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it  :  but  it  must  be  a  reasonable 
doubt.  It  IS  not  cnouL'h  to  say  it  is  exjilainaijle,  or  that  sonie- 
thinir  else  mii,'ht  have  hiippened.  If  you  hiue  no  re.isonal)le 
doubt,  then  your  duty  to  your  (iod  ai-d  t,.  vour  countrv  is  to 
pive  that  conclusion  effect,  whak'vcr  it  ni.ivbe. 

Ibit,  ^'einlemen,  I  must  call  your  attention  to  this  before 
I  concluiie,  that  the  evidence,  whatever  ojiinion  yo;i  niav  form 
ufion  It,  irM>t  1k>  t;ikeii  iii  connection  with  the  "declarati.in  of 
the  prisoner:  and,  on  the  one  hand,  whatever  re:!'.-on,abIe 
explanation  it  affords  you  will  accept;  .■md,  on  the  other 
hand,  what<.>ver  evidence  it  contains  which  is  to  be  taken  as 
against  the  prisoner  must  be  tak"n  alon._r  witli  the  whole  of 
the  other  evidence  in  the  .ase.  Ndw,  I  sliall  not  read  this 
declaration  to  you  at  len-th,  but  I  sliall  state  to  v<  u  what 
seems  t..  be  the  sul»stance  o-  the  dcelar.-i',  ion.  l"  shall  !,■> 
corrected  if  I  stat.'  anythinjj  wn.n^'.  I  would  have  follow, d 
it  out  verbatim,  but  I  am  afraid  tlie  ol)servations  which  f  h."vo 
alreadv    adibes-ed    to    you    mav    be    more    tlian    \  ou    think    ,:< 

•''''"^'■''''"'•;    I" ss.iry,    and    no    doubt    must   be    ver\    f.iti;,--nni;,' 

to  vmu  ait'T  the  loiiir  tune  you  have  ^■at  in  that  "box.  '"  Hut 
'■•'  reason  why  I  iiave  read  so  much  of  tlie  evidence,  which 
in  mi  ly  oases  I  do  not  t'.iink  Jiei  es-.irv.  i><  that  I  wi<h  vou 
not  to  judpe  of  the  evidence  by  any  observations  of  mine, 
but  U)  judpre  of  the  evidence  by  itself ;  and  in  wjsliinir  you  to 
judpe  of  ihc  e.-idence  by  itself,  without  reference  to  mv 
observations,  I  thoncrht  it  ripht,  aft*r  so  huiL'  a  trial  as  this, 
to  lay  iK'fore  yoii  the  suiistaiice  of  the  evidence,  and  also  of 
the  prisoner's  declarations.  In  the  tuvt  (hclaration  she  savR 
Khe  was  .-i  fellow  serv.mt  of  tlie  .jeceased  two  venrs  bef.To 
September.  18,'7,  w!,e-i  v!,e  w  ,s  married.  "Since  th,  ri." 
she  rontinuns.  "  I  liave  kept  up  an  intimacy  with  h.r  exc.  (it 
r>r  a  p.riod  of  eighteen  month'j  [u-i.ir  to  .lanuary,  18GI,  during 
which    time    she    was    at    ~er\  ice    in    Maneliestcr. "        She    savs 
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iie  was   not  in  or  near  Mr.    Fleming's  house  on  the   evening  Lord  Deas 


nf  Fridav,  the  4th 


near 

morn 


ng  of  Satunlav,  the  oth  of  Jul', 


On  said  Fridav,   the  4tli  Julv,   I  was   in  niv  own   h 


.If  d 


the 


av   til 


ih.iut 


Willi 


see  Mr.    M  Farlan 

tu  AViiitsuudav,  but  he 


seven  o'clock  at  night,    when    I    went  to 


had  been   factor   fnr 
was  not  in  tiien. 


niv   h(iusf 


I  reli 


>l  was  not  again  out  of  mv  house  till  after   ti 


prior 

home. 

'clock,   when 

I  went  out  to  convoy  ti.inie  Mrs.  Frasir.  a  seam:sirs  wife,  who 
lives  in  Grace  Street.  Anderstoii.  I  intended  to  go  to  tlio 
li(iu>e  of  James  M"(ircgor,  a  foreiiian  clothier,  who  lives  in 
M.iin  Street,  Aiulcrst' n,  and  who  is  a  friend  of  my  ku^band, 
but  I  changed  my  iiiin  i.  I  reached  home  about  a  (juarter- 
past  eleven  o'clock.  I  let  myself  in  by  means  of  a  check-lock 
key,  and  which  is  in  the  house."  Vou  remember,  gentlemen, 
that  a  search  \\as  made  for  that  key  :  every  key  in  the  hou.>e 
was  tried,  and  no  such  key  has  lieen  found.  It  would  have 
Owen  of  very  great  imfjortaiice  if  there  had  been  such  a  key. 
She  says  she  let  iierself  in  by  means  of  it.  Mrs.  Campbell 
Bays  they  always  let  each  other  in.  Then  the  prisoner  goes 
on  to  say,  "It  is  one  of  the  keys  of  the  ju-ess  in  the  lobby 
in  my  liouse.  and  I'or  which  jiress  thero  are  two  keys."  Thty 
vcre  all  trii-d,  and  you  will  renn  rub.  i-  thev  did  not  tit.  Sh'i 
says  tjiat  fhe  went  in  with  John  MM  t,,ii,dd,  "but  Mrs.  Camiibell 
says  she  herself  let  Imn  in.  Siie  suys,  "  I  went  .straight  to  bed 
without  speaking  to  .Mrs.  (':iniiilH"ll.  "  This  declaration,  vou 
will  remember,  was  not  taken  til!  I  1th  July,  so  that  siie  had 
i'lrnty  of  time  to  IcMru  that  John  MDonald  liad  leturned  to 
the    liouse    that    iii-ht.  She    ail.is,     ■  I    retti. lined    in    bed    till 

between  seven  and  eight  o'clock."  Mrs.  Campbell  says  she 
"as  not  in  bed  ;if  hik-jMsf  five,  w  lu-n  she  found  the'  rhild 
alone,  and  when  .-'k-  to,,k  it  up  and  gave  it  breakfast.  Then 
she  says  she  went  \\.\-  some  .  oals  (that  is  to  account  for  th- 
bun.lle  she  brouglit  inK  and  th.it  she  <:ot  them  from  the  man 
at  the  coal  dejiot.  She  has  not  produced  anybody  to  say 
wJio  sold  tlie  cr,;;ls  to  her.  The  priM.ner  further"  says  that  uii 
I'riday  niglit  tlie  (Id  man  pave  lier  the  plate  in  the  p.irlonr  of 
her  own  house.  But  to  this,  again,  Mrs.  Campbell  snys  th.it  she 
never  saw  the  old  man  in  the  prisoners  ln.use.  The 
prisoner  says  that  tlie  old  man  came  b.ick  at  a  ouart^r 
to  three  on  the  Saturday  aftrrno.>n;  i)Ut,  again,  Mr« 
t'amiibell  states  tliat  slic  never  saw  tlio  old  man  at 
'II.  As  to  the  question  whether  the  jirisoner  wns  n  p-rson 
of  improvident  habits,  it  is  not  one  with  which  wo  have  to 
deal,  nor  the  (piestion  what  was  it  tliat  the  prisoner  did  with 
her  husband's  wages.  As  to  the  dress  th,.t  wns  taken  to  Murray 
;ihe  dyer)  the  diflerenre  bi  tween  her  st  tenient  and  that 
of  the  witnesM's  is,  that  it  was  her  own  «lresR,  while  the 
testimony   of  the  witnesses  was  to  the  effect  that  it  wns  tho 
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Lord  Daas  deeeaseil's:.        Sjlio   ; 
gave  her  nwn   n.mi 


I 


"'-■.A  she  took  it,  and  she  says  that  she 
but  it  has  been  statud  in  cvideiiCf  that 
she  ^ave  the  uauit'  oi  M-ltonaiih  The  priso.ier  .stated  in  her 
dechiration  that  siie  did  not  call  upon  Marv  Adams  to  look 
after  liei-  chihl.  Hut  this  statement  was  dViiied  In-  Adams. 
Ihen  as  to  the  wires  of  the  erinnhne,  which  the  prisoner  stated 
she  p.ive  to  Mary  Bhick  or  Aihuns,  tiiey  were  sent  to  Professor 
Penny,  who  found  traces  of  blood  uiion  them.  'I  ho  piisoner 
also  said  that  the  petticoat  she  wore  when  .slio  v.i.s  aiipuin  nd.-d 
was  tiie  only  one  she  had.  It  is  for  you  to  jud^'e  if  that 
statement  lan  bo  reconciled  with  tiie  evidence  of  the  witnesses, 
that  the  petticoat  which  was  found  in  shreds  bdin^'eil  to  her.' 
Then  siie  admits  sending  the  box  to  Itamilion,  but  says  that 
it  w;;s  empty,  and  that  she  took  the  clothes  witli  her  in  a  black 
leath'.i-  bag,  and  says  th  t  her  object  in  so  doing  was  to  take 
h>dging.s  there,  with  the  intention  of  staung  t!-  re,  but  you  will 
judge  whether  that  is  a  prob.ible  ca.se  under  l..-.  circumstances. 
Then,  she  is  asked  about  certain  articles  of  clothing  which 
belonged  to  Jessie  M-Pherson,  and  she  said  she  had  not  .swn 
any  of  these  articles  lately,  either  in  the  deceased's  possession 
or  anywhere  el.se.  That  is  wliat  she  said  before  she  was 
shown  the  articles,  and  iior  counsel  complained  cf  \i,v 
being  questioned  before  seeing  these  articles.  l)ut  1  i,f,  ,1 
found  no  observations  upon  tii;.,!.  You  uill  s,  ,_•  what 
she  afterwards  said  about  them.  On  being  shown  several 
dresses  she  >ays  she  recognises  these  U>  be  those  of 
Jes<ie  M-l'-herson,  and  tel;.^  how  Ml'herson  lia.l  sent  them  to 
lur  by  a  girl  ."bout  live  o'clock  on  the  said  Friday,  in  order 
th  t  she  niiglit  take  sonio  of  tliem,  which  sho  specifics,  to  tho 
dyer's,  some  of  them  to  be  altered,  and  x.  on.  Yen  will 
consider  whether  the  other  evidence  as  to  the  identity  of  these 
dresses  being  Jessie  MlMierson's,  taken  in  coimecti..n  with  the 
prisoners  statcnvnt  that  tliey  weie  all  Jessie  MPIn  rs<ln■.^,  doea 
or  does  ru)t  leave  any  doubt  as  to  their  identity  Wliy  Jessie 
MPher.son  sent  all  these  articles  to  her  l)y  tiie  Htth'  girl  to  be 
sent  for  the  purposes  stated,  instead  of  .sending  them  herself, 
tho  prisoner  does  not  exjdain.  N..r  docs  she  ii.irticidaily 
c.\j)!ain  how  that  long  message  was  so  carefully  delivered  by 
a  Uttle  girl.  She  said  they  were  wrapped  up  in  a  piece  of 
(rrecn  cotton  ch.th,  but  she  'had  said  a  little  befcjre  tliat  she 
Lad  never  seen  that  cloth.  She  states  further  that  siie  had 
heaid  of  the  murder  on  Tuesday  night,  and,  iiavintr  the  ch.thes 
in  her  possession,  .she  became  ularmed,  and  got  them  sent  to 
Ayr.  Kurfher,  on  being  shown  tlie  articles  of  dress  found 
at  Hamilton,  slie  declares  th  .t  they  never  belonged  to  her,  a 
statement  which,  however,  is  met  by  the  evidence  for  th© 
Cro\n,  [Having  gone  over  the  other  parts  of  tho  declar.ition, 
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his   lord.ship   Raid] — That   is  the   sulp.-t.uiro  of   tb.e  deohiration.  Lord  Dear. 
ILivo  yi'U  anything  t<i  svitrgt'st,  Mr.  Chirii. 

Mr.  Clakk — No,   my  kird. 

Lord  Hkas — Anything  that  I  havu  stated  wrong,  or  omitted, 
I  .shall  be  happy  to  go  buck  upon.  Now,  gentlemen,  tliat  is 
the  decl.nation  of  the  pri.-ont'r,  which  you  are  to  take  in  connec- 
ticii  with  the  evidence  1  have  br.iught  before  you,  giving  vou 
the  substance  of  that  evidence  in  tlie  very  woids  the  witnesses 
gave;  and  I  have  to  ask  you  to  torm  your  opinion  on  that 
evidence,  without  reference  to  anythintr  beyond  it.  I  have 
finther  t  ask  yon  to  form  your  own  opinion  on  tiio  declara- 
tion, taken  in  connection  with  the  evidence,  to  consider  these 
parta  of  it,  which  you  tliink  may  go  to  (ontirm  tlio  testimony 
r)i  the  witnesses  in  tlio  ease  for  the  Crown,  along  with  those 
parts  of  it,  or  the  wLde  of  it,  if  y.,u  thiidi  proper  it  should 
be  so,  which  go  to  explain  tlie  eonduet  of  tile  jjrisoncr ;  and 
having  considered  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  and  the  prisoner's 
declaration,  you  will  make  up  your  minds  whether  the 
substantial  facts  on  which  liie  Crown  leii.'-  to  iiriug  liomo 
Luilt  to  this  jirisoner  arc,  or  are  not,  proved  to  your  satis- 
faction. And  if,  as  reasonable  men,  there  is  no  doubt  left 
in  yuur  iiimds  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner,  I  need  not  suy 
wh.t  your  duty  is  to  yi  ursehes.  to  your  consciences,  to  God, 
ami  to  your  couiitrx-  Hut  if,  notwithstanding  all  that  evi- 
dence, you  think  tlieie  are  reasonable  giounds  for  holding 
tint  the  prisdiior  may  be  innocent,  you  .'Iso  know  the  co\irs(» 
ynu  have  to  follow.  The  case  has  been  most  fullv  broucrht 
before  ynu,  and  ni'st  .:iily  tre.ited  on  both  sicjes.  It  has 
received  fmrn  yn  as  rjreat  attention  .as  vwv  I  saw  paid  by 
liv  jur\  ,  and  I  have  no  dmili;  \-ou  will  peifoi'in  \our  dutv- 
<<»ns(ientiouslv,   wh.atever  that  dutv  mav  l)e. 


.At  twenty  five  minutes  past  two  the  jury  retired  to  consider 
thci'   V.  rdict,  nial  rctunie<i  to  Ci.'irt  :'.t  rwenty  minutes  to  three 

o'l  loi  k. 

The  Verdict. 

The  CiEFK  OF  CnriiT — Oeiitlemcn,  what  is  your  vir<Mct? 

The  FoiiEM.vx — My  lord,  the  jury  nre  unaidrnou''ly  of  opinion 
that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  both  rhircrs  as  iiben(><l — guilty 
of  murd'T  .ind  theft. 

Mr.   (tiFFOHi) — My  lord,   I  move   f(u-   sentence. 

[The  breathless  silence  which  had  pervaded  the  Couit -ikoiu 
during  the  announcement  of  the  verdict  was  instantly  broken 
!  V  the  buzz  of  conversation  recrarding  the  result  i-t  which  the 
jury  ha»l  arrived.  Many  keen  glances  were  cast  at  tiie  prisoner; 
but  beyond  a  n<M'vnus  twitching  of  t!ie  mouth,  which  she 
end  .ivoure<l   to  conceal    iiy    her   handkerchief,   her   <ien)eanour 
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t\as  as  calm  as  over.  While  the  sentence  was  hein"  written 
<J<it  by  the  CkTk  of  Court  ai,  earnest  eonversatimi  was  carried 
on  between  the  prisoner  and  her  counsel;  and  when  Lord  Dejs 
put  the  usual  .luestion  whither  the  prisoner  ha.l  anvthint.'  to 
Bay  why  judgment  should  not  he  pronounced  a^-ainst 'her  1 

Mr  Clark— My  lor.l,  I  understand  that  the  prisoner  desires 
to  make  a  statement  bciore  sentence  is  pronounced,  cither  by 
her  own  lips  or  to  he  lead  hy  some  one  tor  her. 

Lord  DKAs—She  is  .pnte  at  libeilv  to  do  so  in  anv  wav  she 
prefers. 

_  llio  I'lU.so.N-ER  [tl,io\Ni:i..r  1„  r  veil  .,li  her  face  and  standui'^  up 
m  the  dock,  in  a  loud  and  distinct  voicej— I  desire  to  have  it 
read,  my  lord  :  1  am  as  innocent  as  my  cluKl,  who  is  onlv  three 
years  of  a;_'e  at  this  date. 

Mr.  Vlm'.k  then  read  the  fi.llowinrr  document: 
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(M. 


o  e 


•n 


■'til    .\uLrust.    ]>G-2.) 


''.   'I'"    'lii  -Tulv  last.  I   wrnt    up  to  l--!eniiiijr's 
I'lsi  ti.       I  1,,.,]  lii'cn  up  seeing  her  that  nijrht 

■  We 

she 

old 

let 

;ind 


On   Friday  ni; 

to  see  Jessie  M'l ,, 

fortnight,  and  h;id  promised  to  come  up  .-iL'ain  that  iii.'ht 
generally  arrange!  .i  Friday  night  for  inv  comiiij.",  a; 
bad  then  most  time.  n,,ne  of  thr  family  but^'the 
man  b,,ing  at  Iioine.  ai,.l  i  usuallv  v.cnt  late  U, 
the  old  man  a^^ay  lo  1.  d.  btr.ause,  bem-  of  a  jealous 
mijuisitive  iurn,  he  prevr:,ted  us  from  talkinu'  freelv  The  old 
man  wa.  alu.ays  very  glad  to  see  me,  and  very  civil  any  time 
lie  happened  to  1)  ■  m  the  kitchen  wlien  I  ^^<■nt  to  see  Jessie  I 
had  put  my  child  to  I.e.l  about  l,alf  n;  .f  nine.  I  toh)  M,,rv 
Ulack  m  the  morning  I  was  goimr  cp  to  see  Jessi-,  and  ask.'d 
lier  to  come  and  take  charge  of  him  till  I  returned,  but  she  did 
not  come.  .As  I  .hd  not  expect  to  be  long  out  and  he  was  sleep- 
ing I  did  not  trive  .Mrs.  Campbell  anv  eiiarire,  but  I  kn.  w  she 
would  attend  to  him  if  he  wakened.  I  liad  put  on  mv  things  to 
po  otit  when  ^rrs.  Fraser  came  in.  Mrs.  Campbell  opened  the 
door  lor  her.  Mrs.  l-Vaser  had  her  two  children  witii  her. 
I  tohl  her  that  my  si.ster  Ann  intended  to  p.,  to  Austrnlin  and  I 
wanted  her  to  write  u  ceitificnte  of  character  for  her.  She  hc^nn 
tc>  do  w.  _  I  went  into  the  kitchen  to  the  press,  and  took  ^Frs. 
(  ampbell  R  bottle.  Mrs.  Campbell  wn"  in  bed.  but  her  clrthes 
were  imt  off.  I  took  a  little  bhick  bask.'t  with  me.  and  Mrs. 
1- ras^>r  s  boy.  Tommy  Fraser.  and  went  tip  to  Monteith's  shop 
'"  ■"'-^'^"  J^f'-c't  "ixl  purchased  n  trill  and  n  half  of  rum, 
and  paid  7Jd.  for  it.  I  niennt  to  give  Mrs.  FraBer  a  dram, 
and  havr  .i  dram  for  Jessie,  and  enoiiL'h  to  t:i>.te  «ilh  tlicm       I 
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til, 


came  down,   ami  Mrs.   Frase 


1 

lialf 


r  opened  the  door  and  let  nie 


ive   Mrs.   Eraser  a  glas.s  (,ut  of  the  hottl 
I  glass  myself.        1  also  bought  S(,me  b 


iiit  and  offered  them  to  h 


e,   and  took   about 
iseuits  when  I  was 


i.scuits  into  my  ba>ket.     1  t(rld  her  I  had  Ik' 


r.     After  that  I  put  the  bottle  and 


to  •Jame.s  M( 


:'or  s  to  irct  tl 


en  intcmiiiii:'  to  go 


an  :i> 
I'lHiiii   nut 


well.      She  had  st( 


'pped 


le  certilieate  written,  but  si 


le  would 


writhii:  when  I 


ill 


rail  on 


MGr 


please  herself  with   it  that  niirht,  and 
ler  iiL'Xt  nij:rht  and  i:et   the  certitirat 


F 


"lit, 
.lid   , 


ep-or's  child  h 


lad  been   il 


tl 


mie  time,  and  tiiat  I  ou<rlit  to  h 


and  that  I  ha.i 


wou'd 


sanl 


I 


e  writ  tell. 


nut  btrn  there  lor 


ore 


ave  pone  to  see  them  bef 


this.  \U  als<.  .sjioke  about  Mrs.  lM■a^er•s  hu.sband  being 
eipeeted  home.  It  was  rii.trinir  ten  as  we  went  down  our 
st.ir  took  the    basket   and    b„ttl,.   with   me.      We  parted  at 

ttie  (.ushet    ll(,iiso    about    ten   minutes   past   ten.         I    wvnt   up 
\(^ith  .^treet  to  the  house  of  .Mr.   Fleming  in  Sandyford  I'laee 
I  went  to  the  front  d(,or,   and  .lessie  answered   the'  door 
told  nie  the  old   man  was   in   the 


.'11 


Jicurei 


I   class 
out  a 


ind  she  put  the  bottlo  away 
1  man  iciurned  with  a  bottfo 
scarcely  a  glass  of  spii-its 
it  up  ; 


Mic 
man   was   in   the   kitelcMi.  but  took   me  down- 
stairs.     The  old  man  was  sittin-  in  the  big  chair  in  the  kitchen 
when  I  went  in.      He  said.   -  (di.   is  that  vou.  Jessie;  how   are 
y\"^'         ,   ""■'■'•    "■'■■^    '"■*■"!    •■He!    ehu'.se    and    a   tumbler    and 
glass   and   two  [dat.'s  o,,  the   kitchen   table.      I    sat   .h.wn   on  a 
f.iair  at   t!:e   end   of  the   tal)le   ne-:t  the    d,  ,.r.      Soon  after  tiie 
cM    man.    without    .saying    anything,    rose   an.l    went   upstairs 
I  gave  Jessie  the  bottle  I  had  brono-ht.      She  tilled  out 
of  rum  for  nn',  j.art  (.f   whidi    I    f  ok,    and   tin 
rl  issful    for  her.-elf,    and   idok    it, 
int..  the  press.        Socn  after  the  < 
and  tdass  in  his  hainN.        He  tilled  out 
Hud  eave  it  t..  me.       I  ta<ti'.)  it,  and  he  t..!d  me  to  tak. 
I'Ut   I  did   n(,t.    and  he   poured    the   nst    back  int.,   the  b,.it!e 
.l.ssie.  111   a  disple,ased  way,   sai.l  t..  hini  that  wasn't  a   wav  to 
treat  any   person— that  lie  ought  to  put   it   roim.l,        JFe  said, 
■   >ou  ken,  Jiss.   we've  ha.l  tu.i  threi.  sineo  the  afternoon  "— 
'    it  he  wouldna  nrml,   but  th  it  Mr.  Fleming  had   -aid   before 
^Jlu■Il   tliey  were  left  in  the  house  that  they  had   done  wed   in 
dunk,   and  spoke  about  tlieir  using  so  much,  altliotiirh  tlio  old 
man  said  it  had  In'en  tisod  by  young  John,       IK-  added    "  How- 
ever, if  ye'll  huud  your  ill  tonimo.  Fll  gi'p  vo  half  a  mutriikin    if 
ye  n  ?(.  (or  n.u')  for't."     She  .said.  "  Avi-.  I've  a  tontrnc  thnt 
«.'uld   fntdit^^n   somebody  if  it  were  breakinir  loose  on  them." 
T!.o     old      man      said     s,,metliing     as    if     to    liiinsolf.     but     I 
did     not     hear     what.         11,.      poured     the      whiskv     into      a 
tumbler     on     the     table,     and    liniide.l     the    bottlo     to     nie, 
nnd    nt    the    same    time    gave    me    Is.    -Jd.,    and    hade    mo 
eo  out  for  a  half  mutehkin.        The  b.,tfle  was  one  with  a   long 
neck  an.l   round,   fl.it  bottom       Jessie  gave   me  the  key  of  the 
hack   .h.or   into   the   jane,   an.l    I    w.nt   ..iif    bv    He     kitchV,,   bark 
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(l(Hir,  loaviiifr  it  diifii,  ami  Icrkc!  the  Line  door  al'lor  uit,  and 
^^x■Ilt  down  Klderislie  .Street,  and  alniifj  tlie  tirst  street  that 
iTdsses  it  as  you  eciiie  uut  fmtii  the  lane,  and  ahaig  to  Ninth 
Street,  to  a  wliisky  sIk.jj  in  Noith  Street,  very  near  ri^ht 
across  from  the  end  of  the  lirst  street  where  "it  leads  into 
Nortii  Street.  It  is  a  siiop  near  the  top  of  North  Street,  on 
the  rip-lit  liarid  side  coininjj  up  from  St.  Vincent  Street,  and 
not  far  from  Mr.  Mi  law,  the  liesher's.  It  v.  miM  \,f  a  minute  or 
two  after  eh'VLii  (i\l(K'k  wlien  1  o(,t  r,,  the  hho|i.  It  was  shut, 
but  1  kiKjekei]  twicf  or  thrici',  as  there  was  a  light  inside  visible 
at  the  tot)  of  the  shutters,  but  I  did  not  pfet  admittance  :  so  1  ea;:,e 
back  alony  Sauehiehall  Streil  and  doun  Kidcrshe  Striet.  and 
round  the  corner  into  the  lane  behind  8an<iyford  Place.  I 
saw  Mrs.  Walker,  tiie  crroeer"s  wife,  standing:  at  her  own 
close  mouth,  with  her  bonnet  and  shawl  on,  an.l  another 
person,  whr)Tn  I  did  not  know,  speakinn'  with  her.  AVhen  I 
pot  to  the  back  of  No.  17  Sandyford  I'lace  1  opened  the  lane 
door  arid  went  in,  and  iorlu'd  the  hine  door  behind  me.  I  fouiicl 
the  kiteheii  back  do.,r  shut,  wiiirh  I  Jiad  hit  ojnn.  I  knocked, 
but     received     no     aiivver.         I     tiien      went      to     tie'      kitchen 


The    tras    was    biuiiinc:.    but    I    saw 


window    and    looked    in. 

nobody  in  tiie  kitchen.  I  rapped  at  the  door  with  the  lane 
door  kev,  and  after  a  liule  eM  Mr.  FIemin<r  opened  the  door. 
lie  told  me  he  had  shut  tlie  door  on  '•  tlioTn  brute,^  o'  eats." 
I  went  into  the  kitchen,  and  put  the  money  and  liottle  on 
tlie  talile.  The  old  man  h  ckeii  ihe  door,  and  came  in  after 
me.  I  t<dd  liim  the  j)lace  >v.,..  sl„it.  and  I  couid  pet  nothing: 
I  theii  said.  ''  Where's  .Te-Me?  It's  tiriie  I  was  poin;;  away 
lionie"  lie  went  out  of  the  kitchen.  I  supposed  to  look  for 
licr.  and  1  went  out  with  him.  When  in  the  passacre.  near 
the  laimdry  door.  1  heard  her  moanii.rj  in  the  laundry,  and 
turned  and  went  in  jiast  the  old  man.  who  seemed  at  first 
inclined  to  stop  me.  I  found  Jessie  lyinp  on  the  floor,  with 
her  elbow  l)eiow  her.  and  lar  head  <]n\yu.  The  old  man"  came 
in  rlose  after  me.  I  went  forward,  s.iyinrr.  "  Cod  Idess  us, 
whtit  is  the  matter/  "  Slie  was  stupid  or  insensilile.  She 
bad  a  jar^'e  wound  across  her  lin.w  and  lier  nose  w.is  cut.  and 
she  war.  1)1( clinor  a  preat  deal.  Tluie  was  a  larpe  quantity  of 
blood  on  the  flo<,r.  She  was  Ivinc  between  her  client  .-ind'  the 
fireplace.  I  threw  ,  tf  nv  bomiet  aJi<l  rloak,  and  stooped 
down  to  raise  her  head,  and  asked  the  old  man  what  he  had 
done  this  to  the  "irl  for.  He  said  he  had  not  intended  to 
Junt  her— it  was  an  accident.  I  saw  her  hair  nil  down,  and 
she  h.id  nothinir  on  but  a  polka  an.l  her  shift.  I  took  hold 
of  her.  and  supjwrted  her  head  nnd  sliotilder.  and  I  bade  1dm 
fetch  me  some  lukewarm  water.  He  went  out  into  the 
kitchen.  I  spoke  to  her.  and  said.  '•  .Icssie.  .Ippsip.  how  did 
this  happen?  "  and  she  sairl  someth-'np  I  could  not  make  nut. 

232 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan's   Statement. 


J  tii..uglit  he  had   bfeii   attfiiiptiupr  smiath 


and  that  she  had   1 
Lc  in  a   {lassioii  ;  an 


iig  wrong  with  her, 


Ml 


n,   b 


riiitrmi' 


luk 


ft-n  Lut  by  fallintr.      lie  did  not   appear  to 
d  1    was  not  afraid   ot  him.     II 


fwarni   watt 


m 


dish. 


e  came   in 
I    asked 


corn 
hini  fur  a  handkerchief  and  some  cold  water,  as  the  other  was 
too   hot.     Jfe    brought   them    in    from   the   kitchen,    and    I    nut 

back  her  hair  and    biitlad   anay  t!u-  M 1   ir,,m   lier   i;;      ,   :,u.\ 

saw   she    ua.-<    s,,iv   nit.      I    said    f)    the    (.hi    man.     ■  Ih.wever 
did  he  do   sucli   a    thing  as   that   to   the  girU  "    and   ho  said 
lie  did  not  know,  and  seemed  to  be  ve.xeil  and  put  abciit  bv  what 
had  happened.      I    asked  him  to  go  for  a   .loctor,  but  he   said 
she  woiild    be    brtti  r   soon,   and   hu   wouhi   go   after    wc   ._'(.t    h.  r 
sorted.         Tlie     oM     man     then     wvut     hvu     the     liou.so  '  a^-ain. 
and   I   suppurted   iier.  kneehng  on   oiiu  knee   beside  her.    '"in  :i 
httle  she  began  to  njien  lier  eyes,  and  eonie  to  herself,  but  she 
was  c(]nfused.     Siie  uiiderstood  when  I  spoke  to  her,  and  gave 
me  a  word  of  answer  now  and  tiieii.  but  I  eouhl  eet  no  explana- 
tion of  things  from  her,  so  I   iust  continued  liathing  her  head. 
I  bathed  it  for  a  long  time  till  she  trot  out  of  that  dazed  i^tate 
and   fould   understand    better.      I    asked    her    whether    I   would 
not  go  for  a  doctor,  and  siie  said,    •  No,  stay  here  beside  me." 
I   said   I    wouhi.      I    did    not   troulih'    her  much    with  speaking 
to  her  at  that  time.        While  I  was  sorting  at  her  head,  the  old 
man    c;ime    into    the   mom    with    ;i    lai'L^e    tin    l)a':in   and    water 
and   soap  in    it,   and  commenced    washing   up   where   the  blood 
was  all  round  about  us,  drying  it  up  with  a  cloth  and  wringing 
it    into    a    Ii.asin.         1    had    i^iiscd    .lessie    to   sit   up,    and    was 
sitting   on   the   floor   beside   her.      As  he   was   near  us  he  went 
down  on    liis  elbow,    and   spilt  tlie    basin    witli    a    sphi'ih  when 
he  was  lifting  it.      He  sj)illed  the  water  all   over  mv   feet  and 
the  lower  jiart   of  my  dress,   and   my  boots   were  wet  through. 
Aft4a-  .Jessie  had   .piite  come  to  hi.rself.    I  tied   a  handkerchief. 
which  the  old  man  brouirht  mo  at  my  request,  roun<l  the  cut  on 
the  brow.        I   assisted  her  to   rise   off  the   floor,  and   t^k   her 
over   to   a  chair  near  tlie  bedside.        She   was  very  weak   and 
nnsteady  ou   her  fe.  t.   and  she  asked  me  to  put  la-r  into  beil. 
I  was  nfit  ablo  to  do  it.  and  I   asked  the  old  man  to  iielp  me, 
and  wc  put  h.r  into  Ind  just  as  she  was.       ,\fter  she  was  put 
iiit4>   bed    I  continued    b.ithitior  away   the  blood   from    the  nose, 
which   continued   bleedinnr  a   little.        When   put   to   bed    I  took 
a  crochet  intrld-caji.  which   was  iian-ring  on  the  lookintr  elass, 
and  put    it   on    the   top   of  the  liamlkerchi. '■         Tln'    old    man 
was     drying    aiol     reddnej'    up     the     blood     and     t'lc     water 
that     had     been    spilt    ovn-      where     .lessie    liad     Ikcu      lvii»g. 
When  she  was  put  to  In  d   she  appeared  to  l)e  gettinrr  weaker, 
and    lay    with    her    evrs    shut,    .ami    1    said    to    the   old    mnn 
that   the    doctor   sliould    he    trot    now.       1T,>  came  ami    lookcvl 
nt     her,     ami     said,     "  No,     thire     was     no     fears,     at:il      that 
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liiiii-sil:    in    the    inomiiig. "        I 
sliu    Jiuil    lifanl    what    was    said. 


he    wouKl    ^i,   f,,r    the    (hictdr 
thduo-hl   she    was   asleeji,    hut 

auci,    tunuiig    her    eyes    to    n.e.    she    sai,l    -  .\„  ••         I    un.ler- 
8t<;od  her  to  mean  that  sl,e  .li.l  i,ot  wish  a  doctor  brou-ht  at 
present,      ^he  hiv   in    bed    till   the    n,<,r.unjr  was    hecnnnfup   to 
hivak     or    till     as    1    M.ppo.ed.    u    w„uld    be   well    on    to    three 
odoek.      >he  had    b,eu   sle([,>n-.    an.l  gradually  can,e   to  hcr- 
seh  again,   and   1   ,|,ou,d,t   there  was   no  danger.      Latterly   she 
spoke  a    good    d-al   c,  n.e   as    1    sat    by    the   bedside   when    the 
old  •;.:.>.  was  out.      He  sat  a  while  by  the  bedside  after  re,lding 
up   the    Hoor     but   he    n,se   and    went    ben   to    thc'    khehen.    and 
wa.s   goin-  about    b„th    be.i    the    hou-e   and    u,,staus.      I   heard 
urn  ehajiping  uj,  tl,.,.  hre  and  nx.vmtr  about;  and  wlien  I   went 
ben  to  tret   her   a    .Irink   of   water    I   observed    he    had   i.ut   tlie 
teapot  to  the   lue,    I  supposed    for   her.      lie  was  but  and    ben 
several  times,  but  afterwanis  eanie  and  ..;,t    ,h,wn   ai   tl...  b,..!- 
mde     and  remained   there   till    she    ro.se.      I    w,;s    tui.e    m   tlie 
kitchen    during  this   period:    once    when    I    uc.t    in    for   v.atrr 
to  her.  and  o.,ce  when  I  took  l,en  my  l..ots  and  stoekin-s  (wh,.h 
I   took   off  after   t!,e    uaUT   was   spilt  on  thenO   to   the  kitchen 
irc  to  dry.      .<he  tol.l   me  that  .,n   a  Friday  ni-ht  s,.me  week'- 
betore  there  va.  a  .^-entle-uan  in   the  liouse.  who  h-,d   r.naine.l 
ail   rimrs.lay  night  in  it,  :m,i  u:,til  th<.  Fridav  afternoon,  wh.u 
lic-    left,    ami    that    oi.l    .Mr.     Fleminir    cnvoved    him    to    the 
station.      Slio   said    he    was    a   brewer,    and    s),;    niontione.l   his 
name:    but   I  cant  remember   it:    and   that    the   old    -nan   left 
with  hnu  nt  tour  oVlo.'k  in  the  aiVrnoon  of  t!,e  Friday  she  snoke 
of,    and    that    he    .lid    n^t    return   fill  elevn    oMn.k      v),en    he 
wa.s  gie    en  tip..y.      lb.  aske.l  her  to  help  him  olf  with  h;s  roat 
winch  -lie  did.  ;Mid  then  .she  went  downstairs,  and  in  b,d      ^he 
said  tnnt  between  one  and  two  in  tlie  niornin-  lie  came  .lown 
to  her  room    an.l  m  ah.ngside  licr  into  the  b.  ,i.    r.d  tried  to  use 
liberties  with  her:  th.it  she  made  an  oulcrv  about  it.  and  was 
aiiLMv    then,   and  spoke  to    him    next    m<,rm'n-   ab,,u(    it.     .umI 
said   she  would  tell  his   ^on.  her   ma.ster ;   th.it  he   be--,  d    le'r 
to  say  nothing  about  his  having  done  so.  or  tli.it   he  h.;d  con,e 
home  the  worse  of  .jrink  :  that  unless  for  the   drink  he  would 
never  have  done  ,t :  that  there  ha.l  been  words  between  them 
ever  since:   that   the  ol.j  man  was  in   terror   in  case   it  would 
ever  come  out  alxu.t  what   she  had  tol.l   me.  an.l  that  ho  had 

nSn^     .  nT-\-""-*'"'    ^"'   ''^''"  """   <-'''"'«'-ter   she  never 
meant   .„  t.ll  Mr.  Fleming  upon   him.        Hut  she  said  she  was 

to  make  the  ohl  rascal  pay  well  before  she  left,  ami  she  would 
make  lum  pay  for  thi.s  too.  she  sai.l  th.at  after  I  went  out 
for  the  hnlf-mutehkin  tiiey  ha.l  a  creat  quarrel  ami  he  was 
very  angry  because  |„.  h,d  th.Mio-ht  when  she  said  that  abm.t 
he.  tr.nirue  breaking  l.,.,se  she  was  hintin-  .i  tl,,-,.,*  f.. 
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tell    me.       Sbo    said    they    had    word 


tl 


i»y. 


aiu 


•ut    she  Jfi't    tlie  kitclifii    U.    t;. 


n     it    b( 


s    cm    the    same    subject 
ai^'aiii    nil    my    j^oiiig 


Jtr    he 


r    stay; 


which 


_      VS,     WIllLll      

uneasy,    and   t!iat   she    to(,k  them    off,    and    had   her   petticoats 
untied  after  that,  wh.n  she  was  struck  l.y  him.      She  had  mven 
liim  .some  word  <,n  leaving  t!ie  kitchen,  and  he  was  Hytinf,'  and 
usiiii,'  bold  lan<rua-e  t,,   h.  r   in   tlie  lobbv  after  she  was   in   the 
io(,m     and   she  was  f,'ivin^r  liiiii   it  back   while  h.osing  her  stays; 
and  that   when   he   was   there  and  troimr  to  take   them   off  she 
went  and  shut  the  dour  to  in  his  face,  and  tliat  he  came  back 
immediately  a_ft4_'r  and  struck  her  in  the  face  with  somethinu:  and 
felled  her.      What   1  liaso  staterl   w.as  told  me  by  Jessie  durin.' 
the  time  I  sat  with   Iut.      It  was  not  told  me  all  at  once,    but 
It  is  the  substance  of  what  she  said.     We  did  not  sfi.  ak  on  any 
other  sul)ject.      She  also   asked   me   if  she  was  badly  cut    and 
1    said  sle    was.    and    she  .said    when    the   doctor    came    in   the 
morninir    she    wnuM    need    t.i    tvjl    .some    .st..rv    or    other    how 
she  got  It.      I  asked  the  old  man  <.iice,   when  he  came  into  the 
room,    how   he    had    ever    allowed    hini'^elf    to    be   provoked    t^. 
strike    the   <rirl   after    his    own    doings   with    her.      He    did   not 
pive  me  a  direct  answer,  but  just  said  it  couldna  bo  helped  now 
although  he    was    very  sorry,    but   he    would   make   everything 
light  to  Jess,  and  make  up  for  it  as  Jess  very  well  knew,  and 
It   I  would  never  mention  "hat   I  had  seen,  he  would  not  forget 
It   to   iiie.      I    said    it   was  a  ^neat  pity   I    had    anything   to  "do 
with  it,   and    that  I   did    not   know  what  to   do,   as    I  had  left 
my   child    without    anybody    in   charge  of    it.     Jessie  said   the 
lodger  would  take  care  of  him  :   that   I  could  go  away   before 
the  doctor  <ame,  hut   that   if  she   must    tell   about   this    in    the 
mnrning.   or    when    Mr.    Fleming'  came    home,    ■=hc   w.as    afraid 
she  woul.l  just  h.ive  to  tell  who  did  it  .and  whv.     This  was  before 
the  old    man.    who   said,    "  X,,.   i,„,    J^ss,    ye'll    no  need   to   do 
that  ";   and   he  begored    me   never   to   say   anythin-j   about  this 
matter,  and  he  \  .luld   put  everything  to'rii,dits.      I   said   I   had 
no  occasion  to  sj>eak  of  it.  and  I  promised  never  ^»  mention  it, 
and  Jessie   and   he  could    tike   their  own  way.      lie  would    riot 
rest  content  till   I   would    swear   it.    and    he   went  tipstairs  and 
brought  down  the  bis:  Bible  with   a  black  cover  on  it.  snd  in 
presence   of   .Tessie   he    made    me    .swear  on   the    Rible,    by  the 
Almighty  (iod,  that  I  wouhl  never  ti'll  t<.  man,  W(.ii.an.  or  child 
anything  I   had    seen    (  r   heard    that    nirrht    lietweeii    liiiii    and 
Jiss.    a!id   he  sahi  lie   would    swear   ne»er  ti^   forget    it  to   either 
hei-  or  me.     He  s.aid  that  h.-  wnuM  make  her  comfortable  all  her 
life.      After  this  he  sat    al    the   bi-dsidp.      .About   tlirec  o'clock, 
I    would  suppose  it  was,  Jessie   told    him    to   go    a\\av  ben    the 
house.      He  said  he  was  very  wvel  where  he  was.     Sh'e  told  me 
she  wanted  to  rise  and  make  water,  and  she  trot  up  in  Ix'd.      I 


tiie  old  man   to  go 
I  helped   her  out  and    assisted   her.     She  snid    after    sh 


away  tor  a   little,    winch    lie   did,    and 

e    rose 
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that  she  felt  very  stiff  and  cold,  and  if  she  couhl  get 
ben  to  the  tire.  I  jjut  a  blanket  round  her,  and 
I  called  to  the  old  man,  and  he  and  1  took  her 
ben     to     the     kitchen.  She      walked     ben,     assisted      by 

us,  but  I  think  she  could  have  gone  herself.  Slie  sat  down 
at  the  kitchen  hre  on  the  tloor,  on  a  snudl  piece  of  car})et. 
The  iild  man,  at  my  bidding,  went  ben  to  the  bedroom  and 
brought  ben  the  pillow  and  bedclothes;  and  I  put  the  pillow 
under  her  head,  and  the  blankets  on  her,  and  tucked  them  in 
below  her.  t>ome  time  after  that  she  fell  asleep  for  a  while, 
but  wakened,  and  complained  that  she  was  too  near  the  tire, 
and  moved  herself,  with  our  help,  without  rising  from  the 
tloor  to  her  feet,  away  from  the  front  of  tlii^  tire,  and  t\irne<l 
herself,  so  that  she  lay  with  her  feet  in  towards  the  fire  and  her 
head  further  from  it,  and  between  the  tab'e  and  the  press,  or 
in  that  direction.  fcihe  lay  in  this  position  for  a  good  while. 
The  old  man  was  sometimes  about  the  kitchen  where  i  remained, 
and  sometimes  -oing  al,.,ut  tiie  house.  He  was  ben  in  the  bed- 
r.iom  more  than  once.  After  lying  t:,ere  in  the  kitchen  a  con- 
siderr,i)le  time,  Jessie  got  restless  and  uneasv,  and  '-omplained  of 
feeling  worse.  I  thought  she  was  getting" sick,  and  I  brought 
her  water.  In  a  very  short  time  (I  woulu  suppo.se  at  this  timo 
it  would  be  between  four  and  five)  she  got  worse  very  rapidlv, 
and  she  said  to  me  to  go  for  a  doctor.  With  that  I  drew  on 
my  liouts,  and  went  into  the  bedroom,  and  threw  on  the  French 
merino  dress  ivhich  was  hanging  there  over  my  own,  as  it  was 
ali  wet  and  draggled,  and  I  put  on  my  cloak  and  bonnet.  As 
I  came  out  of  the  bedroom  the  old  man  was  coming  down  the 
stJiirs.  and  I  said  to  liim  that  .lessie  was  very-  ill  and  1  was  going 
for  a  doctor  •  where  would  I  got  (o?  He  said  he  di.lna  ken  where 
any  doctor  Iimm!  near,  but  wait  .!  minute  till  I  see  how  she  is. 
I  knew  there  was  ,.  vixtor  in  the  neighbourhood,  and,  without 
waiting  for  him,  because  I  thraight  he  did  not  want  a  (loctor, 
and  I  wished  one  broutrht  at  once.  I  went  ujistairs  to  the 
front  door,  but  found  it  locked,  and  the  key  was  not  in  it.  I 
went  down  into  the  kitchen  again,  and  he  was  leaning  over 
Jessie  with  his  hands  nn  his  knees,  lookinsr  at  her.  I  -vent 
lonvard  and  asked  him  for  the  kev,  and  saw  that  Jessie  had 
become  far  worse  than  when  I  left  her.  I  thought  .she  was 
dying.  She  appeared  to  be  insensible,  but  not  dead,  as  she 
was  moving.  It  was  the  first  time  1  thought  she  was  goinr 
tf>  die.  and  I  said  the  girl  was  dyintr.  and  I  insisted  on  hh': 
lettine  me  out  for  a  doctor.  lie  said  he  would  not.  Ho 
Would  do  it  in  his  own  time.  I  went  upstairs  again  and  into 
the  parlour,  and  opened  the  .shutters,  and  put' up  the  back 
wnnd.^v.  to  see  if  I  could  see  any  one  stirring  about  the  back  of 
No.  16,  or  the  other  houses,  but  saw  no  one.  I  was  leaving 
the  p.Trli.or  to  o-A  int'i  tlie  din!rir»  ror^m  *.--.  1.-..-.L-  .-.-:•.*  '.-.  (-..-.t 
when    I    heard    a    noise   in  tlie    kitchen^    and    1    turned    down- 
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stairs  as  fast  as  I  could,  and  as  I  came  in  sight  of  the  kitchen 
door  I  saw  the  old  man  strikinj,'  her  with  something  which  I  saw 
afterwards  was  the  ine;it  chopper.      >he  was  lying  on  the  Hoor 
•with  her  head  off  the  pillow,  a  good  piece  along  the  floor,  and 
he  was  striking  her  on  tj.e  rkIu  (',f  the  head.      When   I  saw  him 
I  skirled  out,  and  ran  forward  to  the  <loor,  cvyiitir  to  him,  and 
then   I  got  afraid  wlien  he  looked  up.  and   I   \\eht  hack  up  the 
lobby  and  part  of  the  stair,  where  I  i-rmld  n(jt  go  further,   as 
I  got  very  ill  with  fright  and  palpitation  of  the  heart,  to  wiiich 
I  am  subject.       My  fright  was  caused  by  hearing  him  coming 
out  of  the  kitchen,  and  I  thought  I.c  meant  to  murder  me,  and 
I  stopped  and  leaned  or  held  U>  tiie  wall  on  the  stair   without 
the  power  of  movinc,  and  begun  to  cry,   "  }'    p,  help."       He 
came  to  the  stair-foot,  and  cried  t-o  nie  to  <'onie  down,  he  was 
not    going   to    meddle    me.       I    saw    he    liad    not   the    cleaver 
in  his  hands  as  he  came;  and  I  cried  out,  "  Oli,  let  mi   away, 
let  me  go;  for  the  love  of  God.  let  me  go  away!  "        He  said 
hf  wviuid  do  me  no  harm.        I  said  the  girl's  killed,  and  what 
WHS  I  going  to  do,  and  entreated  him  to  let  me  away.        He 
came  up  and  took  me  by  the  cloak,  and  said  "  I  kent  frae  the 
first  she  cou'dna  live;  and  if  any  d(,c(,or  bad  come  in  he  would 
have  U<  answer  for  her  death,  for  she  wouid  have  told."      I  was 
eying.   ,uid  said.  "Oh.  what  am  I  to  do,  out  of  v  y  house  all 
night,  and  ,Jef;sie  killed?  "       He  said,   "  Do  I't  b/feart,   only 
if  you  tell  you  know  about  iier  death  you  will  be  taken  in  for 
it  as  well  as  I  ;  come  down,  and  it  can  never  be  found  out." 
I  went   down   to  the  kitchen  in  great  agication.        I   did    not 
know    what    to     do.        I  was  terrified,   because  I  was   in   the 
house   and   saw   the   body   lying  theie,    and    mvsell   connected 
with   her    .leath.        He  said,    ■  .My    life's   in    your    power,   and 
yours  IS  in  my  power,"  but  if  botli  of  us  would  keep  the  secret 
it  never  culd  be  f(Hin.i   out  who   did   it.  and  that  if  I  would 
inforin  on   him   he   w.mld   deny    it.    and    charge   that   I    did    it. 
He  said   it  was  as  m\ich   as  our  lives  were  wortli  if  either  of 
us  would  .-ay  a  word  about  it.      So  he  hade  me  helj.  him,  and  to 
-wash  up  the  blo(,d  from  the  floor,   hut  I  said  I  could  not  do  it 
if  I  shouJd  never  move.       He  took  the  body  bv  the  oxters  and 
dragged    it    ben    into   the    laundry,    .ind    took    the    sheet    and 
wi  )ed  up  the  blood  with  it  ofF  the  floor.       The  sheet  and  the 
blankets  he  had  thrown  up  of!  the  floor  on   to  the  e!id   «i  the 
table:   and  when  he  took  ofT  the  sheet  t.  wipe  up  the  blood  I 
«aw  the    'hopper   all  covered   with    I.Im,^,]   Ivin?  beneath   it.    or 
else   it   rolled    (Kit   of   it   on   to   the    table.  "      I    ht.'ceclied    and 
begged  of  him  to  ict   me  go  awav,   and  !   would   swear  never 
to  reveal  what   I  had   seen,   in  case  of  beinir  taken   up  for  it 
myself  as  well  as  him.        He  said  that  the  best  wav  would  be 

for  him   to  say  th:it  ho  found  th.e   lir!!;.-:^   rr-.hK;.!   -Iti   f?L--  r^..  -.r-..^..^ 

and    to    leave    the    larder    window    open.         He    broun-lit    the 
dresses  from  Jessie's  rof.m  info  the  kitchen,   and  said'that  if 

«a7 


'.  II 


Mrs.  M'Laclilan. 


:^i 


i 


Jjlw'Iv  'n^f'  Tf?  '»^"^-^-';"'^  •'">•  '^  box,  and  take  them  by  some 
railuav  nut  of  the  way  to  some  place,  or  to  send  the  k.x  to 
sonu.  a,ldn.ss  hy  the  railway  to  lul  t,II  Vailed  for,  h  fd  nev.^ 
CO,  id  he  found  out  what  had  Ikt,,,,,.  of  the  dothes.  He  si  d 
kn.u  v,.v  ,v,.||  tl.a*  he  liked  Jess,  hut  he  w"  sure 
ro,n  t  ,e  Hrst  that  she  was  not  ahie  to  rc.ov.  r  rn.n  X 
he  had  <  one  to  h,.r  at  hrst  ;  an,l  when  I  asked  h.m  Sat 
to,npt..d    hnn   ever    to    strike    her,    he    sa.i    1    knew      .t    (" 

thC'  t  ^'h'"'"^  /"""""■  '^'"^  ^'''^  ■^''"  ''-'  '-en  easting  url 
sp  ak,n.^  wlnles  wh.n  she  was  at  him.  and  that  he  lad  u.  t 
St.  u  k  h,r  ,„  a  pas.;on  :  and  that  ev..,  „„  , ,,.,  .Sunday  ni,d,t  1  efo  t 
he  h.d  heen  just  on  ,he  hrink  of  d,„n^  ,l,e  same  .hin^'  her 
He  d,,  1,  ed  up  the  floor  and  the  l.hhy  w,.h  a  elout  n  d  t no k 
h.-n  the  h  anket.  .and  the  sheet,  and  the  hacking,  k.nfe.  and  the 

'  ;■  t"T,  .  '"  "  /'";  •r''-""",  "^'  '■'-••  '-k  an.i  ..un  '< 
M.nir  li,m..r.,    I   ,)on  t   k,„.w    « hat^-.lotl,es  of   the  .riW's  ii,. 

.-  v,„H.  water  at  the  si,d;  in  a  tin  hasin  and  washed  hin,- 
sell.  II,.  had  taken  olf  his  eoat.  an.l  was  ,n  his  shirt  suJes 
Mr.r..      alt.T      the      time     ],.      killed      the      .ri,-]  His     Vhi^ 

-.^:m.,i.,odwhenhet,,okitofttowashh;l-f.';;:K;;:i 

yes  ,li,  r        ,,"''■"    '"""'",    ""''    "'"""-"'    hi«    trousons    and 

ust.  I  ,  „,k.  He  went  down  to  the  eellar  for  e..alK 
bro„..ht  them  „p.  and  put  th-m  on  the  fire.  Tho  hell  ra  i  • 
he  hade  me  open,   hut   [  said.   "  No.   m  not  ^ro  to  the  door  ■ 

up   xv.fl,    h,n,.         1  o  ^^,,s  ,n   h,s     i,irt   sleevs  xn  hen   he  went   un 
b-      -n    ,a    ,-o..t.   when    ho    eamo    down    a^ain.      He    hrooj   t    J^ 
""\7",  '"'",        :\''-    ^''^'t      •■    l--.Wd    th,.   plat...    J.l    J," 
I   iMd    l"t,er  take  this  too.   .anu    lak.  and  pawn   ,t  ,.     Lund,e'« 
p.i"n.    ,n  the  name  of   Marv    MDonaid    or  MKay     N      V  St 
\,n,,nt    .Street.    a,,d    nnl„„,v  ,„„ld   tra.-e    ,t.         lio'   nfter;ard, 

d    I    had    he,  ,.r    not    pawn    i,,    l,„t    ,„„,    ;,    ,.,^.,^..    ^„ 
pl.ne    u„h   thedres.ses  ,,e    ,.,ld    n,e    that    [    woulilp-t   a   tin 

thJl   7\,","";"""f'^'-  /'"     --..    and    to     take    the    thinp, 
th.ousrh    to     K,  Md.urtd,.    ^^here     I     „.,.    ,,,t   known      and    lind 

-me    .ater     .hen-     thev     e.,uld     I, „„,     „„;...,      ,J;';;j 

"I  II.-    to.,k   out   Ins    pu,M>    an.l    (rave    m,.    U    7s  |    e.n 

^1.  hie   .,f   w h.,t    had   passe.I  Uo  .aM   if   I    .1„1    i,    «,,„,,<    ,^ 

n,A   hfe  as  well  a.  h,s,  and  that  he  wo.d.l  set  me  up  ,n  a  .hop 
and    neyer   see   me   want  I   .ent    out    fn.m    tl,,-   house    aft!.; 

e.ch  oeloek,  ,,  m,.;,t  he  ha)"  ,st  e,,d,t,  tak.n.^  the  th,r,^ 
m  hondl.^  ,,"';"I'""'"'  ♦'"■  '"■  •■  '''>■>^  f-r  n,.-.  ,m.l  .au.o  down 
nn.i   .,p,.n,.d   the  lane  door   w,th   the   key  I    went   alonp  th,. 

ar,e   .,.st«ar-,I,    ,„u     hop.e   d,.wn   hy    Kelv,n,^roye   .Str.y>t.    al.,nir 

lork  ITT"  ■■"•_;  1:7 ».'  ."^'■'_^♦h^r'''''*  '•"'"■"^  ^^om  the." 

^ "''■    "•"•  •-■■-••■r.   TMieet  i.    nvoi.i   them,   and 
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down  JameR  Watt  Street  again,  aiul  in  by  the  back  court  into 
my  own  close  by  the  court  door,  and  up  the  stair,  where 
Campbell  let  me  in. 

1  never  hud  any  (juarril  with  Jessie.  On  every  ortasidn  we 
were  most  afleotionate  and  friendly.  I  wa.s  not  pre.ssed  for 
money.  I  paid  my  rent  on  Saturday,  4th  July,  before  I 
pawned  the  plate.      \  paid  Li.^ 

Jb!<>ib  M'Lachl.\n'. 

[Wliilo  Mr  ("Lirl;  was  readin;^  the  alx.ve  paper,  whicli 
occupiixl  about  forty  minutes,  the  jtmost  stillness  prevailed] 
throuf,'hout  the  Court,  esery  syllable  beinir  listene<J  to  with 
eager  and  hreathloss  attention  by  the  crowded  assemblage, 
among  whon.  a  gi-mral  murmur  of  ex"itoniont  pievaik-.)  tho 
moment  the  hist  wdrds  of  the  document  were  reul.  The 
prisontT  reiuaiiu'd  calm  and  app.irently  uimiove<l  duriuir  the 
entiro  reading  of  tln'  document,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight 
restlessness  in  her  manner  once  or  twice  as  references  weio 
made  to  tho  decea.se<l.] 

The   Sentence. 

Lord  I'KAs  (addrctibing  the  pannel) — Jewsie  M  Lachlan,  accord- 
ing to  the  evidence  led  before  us,  the  jxisiiion  in  which  y(>u 
now  stand  i»  thi^ — \ou  are  a  member  o'  a  re  ju'ctablc  lamily 
in  Inverness.  You  were  at  one  time  a  serv.mt  m  the  house  of 
Mr.  Pleming,  and  had  an  opp.irtunity,  buth  tiieii  and  huI)so- 
qutntly,  of  being  well  aci|iiaiiiteil  with  ivirything  in  that 
Louse,  and  with  the  )lablt^  and  state  of  tiie  family  in  th.it 
house.  You  were  married  to  a  liusband  ajiparcntly  respectable 
in  his  position  in  life  -for  it  is  not  p(j«ition  in  life  uhich 
makes  resptxt.ibilitv,  but  the  conduct  of  the  individual.  It 
wa.s  stated  upon  your  belialf  that  he  was  tMriiiiicr  wages  of 
;JOs.  per  week,  and  that  he  freely  pave  you  tt.  use  of  these 
■wages.  You  had  onl\  yourself  and  one  child  to  maintain, 
and  although  not  in  strcriig  health,  if  ynur  habits  .mil  con- 
duct had  been  what  tl'  ought  to  Iiav4>  kteen,  you  could  not 
have  had  mucli  ditlii'-  in  mamf .liniiig  yourself  :nid  child 
.'ith  tlio.se  wages  !i,  u.i.s  h>een  statA'd  by  your  sister  and  by 
witnesses  on  your  behalf  tliat  your  brother  was  in  the  habit 
of  givinj.'  you  money,  all  indirative  of  tlif  propri(>tv  of  cituiiK  t 
and  ri'spi  ( t.ibility  of  die  family  to  which  vou  iH'lo.i^r  N.  vi  r- 
tlieltv;,  w'liafoNcr  vou  did  with  the  monc'\  .  vou  wrre  \er\  nuu  h  in 


'Tliix  l.i»i  |i»nigrrt|ih,  tli"ii;,;li  r.  ml  in  l'«iirt  liv  Mr.  ('I^4.k.  'M  not 
ai.jifar  in  iiiiy  ot  the  piihliKlied  rrimrtii.  Si*  Apyoxli^  HI.,  I'lftm- 
rrhtlimi  tl,  Ih''  <-(/«.  (,f  .li—iir  ,V7«/  -Vi  or  M' l.n,  hinii,  ,ir<l,f'il  Uy  iht 
Him-  i.i'  i',,mwi>„'  ii  '.<>  /.riiiffl.  !'■'>!  V'O/,  /'".'.^,-  riii/i  rn  nr'  7.mc;,A 
Afi'himii   IhiDit       II    ia  lii-rn  prinlrd   from  |h«  oruriiial  HJifticI    "t.iifiimtil 

«lf    t  itf    lUiliatil.    ronMlritlltL/    of    twffl\<.    n-iLrrn    fnlu.      ii.    tli*    .1  nat  i.-i.i  rv    1  Wl%^.> 
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want  ol  money  upon  that  Friday,  tlio  4th  day  of  July,  of  which 
•Kc  liave  heiinl  so  much.       The  deceased  Jessie  M'l'htTsoii  was 
your  most  intimate  friend.       You  had  been  in  service  with  her 
for  a  loner  time  in  the  same  liouse.       She  had  trusted  you  v.ith 
grocery  poods  when  siic  ha>;  a  sh(;p,   and   it  was  sf^id"  by  one 
witness   that    she    had    lent   you    money    not    lon-r    before    this 
when  you  a.skal  for  if.      It  is'at  all  events  c-rtain  that  she  was 
also  towards  you  nio.sl  kind  and  afTe<;ti(.n,ite,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  slie  would  have  tr.isti'-l  you  beside  her  by  <l:i-  or  by 
iiiudit.    and    tlio    last    thoii!j:ht    ;hat    v,(nild    "onio    to    her    niinii 
was  that  her  lifo  was  in  dan<,'er  at  t/io  handi.  of  you,   her  most 
mtimato    and,    ai)parently,    her    mo^t    allectionato    friend.      In 
that  stale  of  matters  you  kit  your    iwn  hosise  on  Friday  ni^iit 
and  yon   went  to  the   lu-use   in  wliicli  Jessie  was  re:;idin{r,   and 
would,  of  course,  hav.-  no  dlfiiciiliy    n  pettinir  admission  there. 
You  would  have  no  dirticuity  in  gettini,'  her  pernussio-;,   .1  ymi 
had    any   plausibk.  excuse   for   it,    to    stay   with    hci    and    sleep 
with  luT  all  niyjht.      It  is  now  stated,  upon  your  own  confession, 
you  did  remain   ilitro  all  iiij,'lit.      In   the  course  of  that    niudit! 
at   what  precise  linio  and   in   what   -inviso  manner   we  do  "not 
know,   but  HI  the  cours,.  of  that  ni-ht,  probably  wlu-n  she  was 
asleep,  you  did  :ittack   her  with   .!.,it  cleaver  wl-  saw  here,   or 
some  nther  deadly  instrument,  and  did  disable  iier,  and  though 
she  api)arontly   recoTer.xl   t.)   some  extent  from   the  first   blow, 
you   did    repeat    those   blows    till    vou    made   on    her    1    >       al'l 
the     numerous     wounds     spoken    "to      by      ij,,.      nu^lical      wit- 
ne^:ses.     the     result      of     whirji     was     her     death.         Whether 

or  in  the  kitchen — whetiier  partly 
in  the  other — whether,  after  you 
bed  when  sii,.  Tus  asht'p,  she 
bad  so  far  recoyered  as  to  struLrle  into  the  kitch.'ii,  and  you 
there  cont  nued  your  blo.,dy  work,  and  drafjf^'ed  her  body  back 
to  that  room  after  slu'  was  disabled  in  the  kitclien--ali  these 
jiarticulars  wo  fio  not  know  ;  but  we  know  this,  if  we  f,'()  by 
the  evidence  which  has  been  aihluced,  that  upo,,  that  night 
Noii  did  most  barbarously  and  most  eruellv  murder  that 
uiisusp..ctin<,'  woman,  who  l)ejieved  vou  were  u|.  to  that  hour 
the  best  friend  she  had  in  the  world"  Of  that  crime  vou  have 
iKfCn  convicted  by  the  unanimous  verdict  of  ;,s  attentive  nnd 
intelhirent  a  jury  as  I  ever  saw  in  the  b..x,  alter  a  trial  of 
^  Ty    unusual     lentrth,    e.uiduet.,1     wiiI,    the    croatest     possible 

patier.re,     all    the     in'|uiry     havintr    | „     pursued     with     tie 

proatest  possible  rare,  an.j  when  v.,ur  delenn.  1,.l«  |„y,, 
conducted  in  the  ablest  m.uiiHr  in  whuh  a  .ief,.,,,.,.  ^ould  Ir. 
conducted.  liiid  by  a  (,'entlemaii.  as  I  m\i\  kfore,  tbnn  wbnm 
there  is  no  mor.'  able  counsel  at  the  bar  of  this  country       Kvery- 

thnif.'  has   been   d for  you   that   talent  and   judpnoiit  could 

do.  and      ftcr  all   the  attention  they  have  been  at>le  to  pav  t. 

the   cane,     you     (ulVe     JU  en     fouild       'Uilfv     bv     <1;:.     :;:;   iT-.::^-...-.:i     -.  ..s^.! ;.-.« 
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ynu    did    that    in    bed 
.11     the     one     or     [(.■ntlv 


had     disabled     her 
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of  the  jury,  a  verdict  in  wlucli  I  entirely  concur.  You  chose 
to  put  in  a  defencu  to  tiie  effect  that  a  gentleman,  vfhose 
charaotor  up  to  this  time  has  been  quite  unstained,  was  the 
murderer ;  you  liii-e  chosen  to  repeat  that  statement  now  with 
ail  the  (lelails  to  whicii  we  have  just  listened. 

The  I'lusoNKH — Weil,  my  lord 

[lloro  the  <jiHcers  o:   Court  Tuulioiiod   to  tlie  prisoner   to  be 
silent,  and  slie  at  once  desisted.] 

Lord  Dk.\s— I  sit  here,  no  doubt,   primarily  to  do  my  duty 
in    tlio    trial    and   the    conviction — if    there   is    evidence    for    a 
conviction — 01  those  v.  ho  are  ^'uilty.      But  I  sit  Icnc   and  the 
jury    also    sit    here,    to    piotect    the    innocent,    especially    the 
inn(jcoiit  who  are   aljstut    anii   c mnot   defend   themselves;    and 
it   is   my    im[HrativL'    duty,    after   what    has    been    now    stated 
deliberately     in     writing     for     you,     to     say     that     ihero     is 
not     upon     my     mind     a     siiadow     of     su.-^picion     that     that 
old  gentleman  iiad  anything  whatever  to  do  with  that  murder. 
If  anything  hail  been  awaating  to  show  how  dangerous  it  would 
be  to  the  lives  and   the  liln'rlies  of  the  people  in  this  counti-y 
if   the   statements  oi  jjmmiUcis   who   are   capable   of  committing 
such    a    crime    as    sou    liase    committed    w^rc    listened    to,    as 
affecting   the   char.ictiT,    tiie    lives,    and    the   liberties   of   other 
individuals — if  anything  were  awanting  to  slmw   .he  danger  of 
hst.eniiig  to  these  statements,   of  giving  ihcm   the    least   credi- 
l)ility,    i    lliinl^    the   example    we    have    now    h.ul    of   the    jiaper 
wliich   has  been   re:'.il  lo  us  w..uid  havr   iiecn  (|iiite  suthcient  to 
satisfy  us  of  that  danger.        1  h.ive  bem  counsel  for  prisoners 
who  stood  in  the  position  in   whicii  you   now  do;    I   have   lieeii 
freijuently    coinisel    against    prisoners    who    stood    ii.    the    s.itne 
jiosition  in  winch  you  now  do  ;   and  I  have  hid  the  niisforlune 
to  sit  ujion  the  trial  of  persons  who  liavo  stood  as  y  lU  do  now; 
and  I  am  liound  to  sav  that  I  ncviT  knew  an  instance  in  whicii 
the  stateluiMits  made  l)y  prisoner.-  after  conviction  were  anytliing 
else  than  in  liini   substance  falselionds  ;    and  that  the  result  of 
all  the  expcrimce  I  li.ive  liad  in  these  matters  is  to  had  me  to 
the    conviction    that    the    jicrscin    win     w.  uld    commit    such    a 
crime  as  you   have  committed   is  i|uile  capable  of  saymg  any- 
thing.       .And    if   statements   sucii    as   wi>   have   now    hoa  <1   are 
to    pass     foi-     iriiih     with     tiic     autiiorities     of     this     country, 
tiioro      would      be      an      i  iid      to      the      safely      of      the      livc>a 
and  the  chaf.utcis  of  every   man.        Your  statement  does  noi 
convey    to    my    niiiid    tiie   slijjrhtist    ilnpl'es^■lon- -it    convoys   to 
my   mind   tho   impression   of   a   tissue  of  a.-.   wicke«l   falsehoisis 
as  any  t-)  which   I  ever  listened;    and.   in  jilace  of  tending  to 
rest  aiiv   susjiicion   ajrainst  the  man   \.hom  you  wislied   to  im- 
plicate, I  think  if  anything  were  awanting  to  satisfy  the  pubbc 
J.iind  of  that  man's  innocence,  it  wnuhi  be  that  most  incrcilible 
statement,   which   you   iiave   now   nuidc         He    .hat   as   it   miy, 
I   mnst    ^"■o    ii]inii    the   evHiencr   itn<i    Nriiiui         i  in-   f^iuiurt-   iir»M 
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been  led,  it  has  been  consideiwL  and  the  inrv  h  .v.  .■„      • 

the  law  leaves  mo  no  „fl,pr     U         /•     ^",""^*  "^^^'^^  ^'^  matters 

S;i:r;t'K"ri  •'''■- -^■--•-^ 

.hall  a,,  .„,ra  «r    „l  ,'       '■  ■'"  ""■  '■'^"-"«'""'-  "1-  lil-..p.w 

a.Vt     llell   hao  mercv.    for  I'm  innocent  I  -  " 

I  no  torenian  of  the   iiirv  tl..»r,  ti    .  i     i   i-     i 
attentH.  and  courtes,  ^lutl'ltitJl^'"'''  '''  ""^ 

Ixir.i  DBAS  (addrossin-  <lie  ShiTiff.     f  i    , 

"fiire.   and   Dund-artonslTireW-T  /      Lanarkshire.  Henfrev- 

for  your    .U.tor.lan    :         e^,   T,%',;'  :t'"f,  >">'•  ^'-tlemen. 
oflicialH  of  yo„r  ddfereit  c".  •  ""''''    •'""'    *''« 

Kot  Uf..      We  have  ha.l     Tin,        'o,     ,\^''''''^  '""^   ''-•^'    l^««^n 
of  a  ..nn.«  of  a  very  .eii,; "d^,;  I  1     "ilS^Vl.  ^'T""  ^:"^"''"^ 

n-e  sa,    that  i,  h.K  U-en  a  t  ,  ie  .     T"'  ^'"^  '"""^  "'^h 

i"ive:!s.     ,„.!„„k   vo-f    rVl  '"'     "'"'    C''""l'men.     I 

"'^"'   ''-tennoM    :   U    >^e     1     'V      '■'  '":"  '•'''•'  ^'  ""^  ron.fort- 

"-"-"     '■'•     ,ho      urv  .      '     ^'r"""    "^'-''-i'-'-e.       <ien- 

an.l  the  ,.,d,hr  are  ven'  uru-h      "l  .?.""'      '""■        ''"''"     ^'""rt 

..^M.a  • .    ,,.  ,.?,::;;l't;^^',:.-^^;'■;a;u,nt. 
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LETTKE      from     the     PaiSONER's      A(iBNTS      TO      THE      NkWSPAIHR     PrBS-S 
EHOARDINf!    THE     PREPARATION     OF     MrS.     MLaCHLAN  S     STATEMBNT 

ANrt  ITS  Employment  in  the  Defence. 

Sir,— We  think  it  ri^ht,  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  M'Lui  hlan,  to  acquaint 
the  public  with  the  circainstanccfi  under  which  Uie  statement  read 
for  her  before  i^entence  to-day  was  made  to  n.''.  When  we  firyt 
viaited  her  in  prison  to  obtain  information  for  the  defenco,  the 
K»ve  lis  to  understand  that  the  statements  in  her  declarations  con- 
tained what  she  had  to  say  in  the  matter  At  thst  time  she  had 
not  Iieen  made  acquainted  witli  the  f^ict  that  old  Mr.  Fleming  had 
been  liberated  from  prison,  and,  on  two  sub.-vqucnt  visits,  she 
insisted  to  us  that  Mr.  Fleming  would  eurcly  clear  her.  At  a 
t^ub.iequent  interview  we  informed  her.  in  reply  to  her  repeating  that 
expectation,  that  Mr.  Fleming  had  been  discharged  from  custody. 
.\.t  this  she  msnifefted  rreat  a.'^toni.shment.  and  said  .«he  co\;ld  not 
beliore  that  to  be  true.  In  -"nsequenco  of  our  expimiaticm  as  to 
Mr.  Fleming,  she  inquired  ci  the  matron  of  the  prLsoti.  wlio  could 
not.  con.-^istently  with  pri.son  regulations,  giv  her  any  infonnation 
'in  the  subject,  and  she  thereuixm  sent  for  her  hunliand  to  as(  ertain 
beyond  doubt  whether  our  statement  wa.f  correct.  Having  a.>^6iired 
herself  aa  to  this,  she  «ent  her  husband  with  the  intimation  that 
.vhe  had  a  ■■o?nnnniication  to  make  t^i  u.-i.  Both  Mr.  Dixon  and  M' 
Strachan  were  out  of  town,  but  Mr.  Wilson  went  to  see  her  on 
Tuesday,    the     12th    of     A'lgiist    last  At    this    time    we     were     not 

aware  of  the  evidence  which  might  be  brought  aga!a'^^  her :  we  had 
not  seen  either  tlie  medical  or  chemical  reports  and  had  not  8jK)ken 
I.O  any  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  prepanni  them;  we  had  not 
leen  any  of  the  articles  in  the  iianda  of  tlie  ant!;orities  which  the 
I'rown  intended  to  produce  ai;aiiu.t  her ;  and  wo  had  no  information 
a."!  to  what  these  articles  wore.  No  indictment  had  been  serTed, 
and  we  were  not  aware  of  the  namos  of  the  witncises  wliich  it  wn« 
the  intention  of  the  Crown  to  adduce  against  her,  nor  had  we  seen 
any  of  the  witnesses  e.xamined  by  the  Crown  at  tlie  trial,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.-^  Chas.sels.  at  H  I'liilton,  lier  two  boys,  niui  \\  li:\rton. 
the  railway  clerk  there.  \Ve  knew  nothing  else  i>f  the  ( aso  but 
til*  newspaper  reports,  and  D"  information  whatever  relative  to  any 
part  of  the  ciise  ha<l  been  c<mimunicated  to  Mri  ^PL.^chl;kn  by 
any  one  of  us.  Tlie  indictment  Wii*.  not  served  iijou  Mr.-.  M'L.i.hlan 
till  the  30th  of  Au^'iist.  On  Nfr.  Wib^on  s*eini;  her  on  the  12th  of 
Angnat,  i^hn  voluntarily  gave  him,  m  a  liencral  way.  the  sub.'tance 
of  the  statement  above  referred  to  .>ir.  \V'il»on  communicated  to 
Mr.  Di.ion  (Mr  Stra.han  being  still  absent  from  town)  on  that  day 
what  she  had  told  hmi,  and  im  the  following  day  (l?'li  August) 
Vir     |)i»o!i    we!ii    to    ?ee    her   on     the    "ubiert         The    *»t'.it ''oiont    wsa 
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repeated  to  him,  and  not^s  taken  of  it  at  tl.e  time.  From  tlie^e 
not^s  taken  by  Mr.  Di.xon  on  thi.  oociusion,  and  Iron,  further  con- 
vernations  with  l,er  hn,!  by  Mr.  Dixon  and  Mr.  Straehan  U.^^ether, 
in  regard  U,  the  det.il...  the  statement  which  wa.s  read  l<,-,Iav  wa, 
ur.tUm  out.  It  w,u«  wntt*-n  out  a.  nearly  a«  possible  in  her  own 
word*,  and  repeat^ly  gono  over  with  her,  not  with  iiny  view  of 
u.M„K  that  written  statement  a.s  a  declaration,  but  for  counsel's 
information  in   consulting  a^  to  the  cour.so  to   be   taken    upon   it      The 

mulllTh  "'.  '■''*"'''"^,  ^'"'"  ^''  ^"^  immediately  thereafter  sub- 
mitted by  us  U>  counsel,  with  a  view  to  our  beiuR  advised  a.s  to  tho 
u^e  to  be  made  of  it  ,n  the  defeno,..  8ul,s«quenllv.  after  the 
indictment   wa.    eerve.l,    and    u,.cm    anxiou.    .und    most   deliberate    coa- 

M  L,uhlan,  we  were  advised  not  t<,  admit  that  she  was  present  in 
Mr.    Hemnm.s   hou..e  on    the   night  of  the  murder,   by    putting    in    the 

the    point   of   her    presence    in    the   hou.^    that     night,    ii.s    the    Crown 
Tel  m'r'd^bt ''",:'  "^  '""  '^'^--—■"^   fa/to  place   that     ofot 
the  f.elmg  that,  m  an  is..„e  of  life  ,„.  death,  no  admission,  espec.Lly 
o  e  .  f  such   vital   .m,H,xt^nce,   .hould  be  volunteered    by   the  defence) 
that   the  ttatement    was    not    made   u«.    of    .,.    *.,-    .-  aeience), 

the    tria,.        This    morning,     however,     b^forr  a^  ^rt'^mr^^Mrf 

Zln  T<      /    ^     \  ''''      ^^^   ^^'   «tat*raent  ^lould   be    m^ule   in 

open  Court;  and  ^he  wu^hed,  .f   it  could   not  be  read   for  her     o  nnk^ 
the   .statement    with    her    own    lins         Tl.o     .   .  . 

reiil   for   l„  .     n   ^  ■  ^  "*  statement   w.ls    accordingly 

J.    A.    Dixon. 
John    Sthachan. 
Glasgow,   20th    Sep.oj,iber,   1862.  ^'     ^^     Wilbon. 
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I^-  W^.MUKK     to    T..K    lioM.    .S..-„HT.,tV.    OHOKHEU    BV    ZZvZ 

ot  Commons  to  ue  puintko,  4ri,  June,  186.5. 
q„      Tk  .  '■"^  (  liainbeis,  Glasgotr.  :  :!th  Sept.,  1862. 

ci:  of"^s"';r^„:^;';;\;:;",;;'^  ^^  "--;■  ■■  >"'---  to  the 

ii.  eu-h  th^t  w.  T      T        ''•^'''""-    ""*    '""i^T  f*.Mtence  of  death. 

<)n  the  4th   or  5th   .July   la.t.   a  nunder   uas  committed  .n   the   hou«e 
of    M,     i.enung,    a   n.p.c,U,:c  piofc^Mnnal  .culenum    ,n    the  we.^t  end 
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of  this  rity,  the  victim  being  a  servant  named  Jessie  M'Pherson.  the 
only  other  perwn  livini^  in  the  house  on  the  niehl  in  question  beins 
an  old  man,  father  of  Mr.  Fleming.  At  first  euapii  ion  fell  on  him, 
and  he  was  detained  several  day,«  under  the  eurveillanre  of  the  judicial 
authorities!,  hut.  after  a  few  days'  detention,  was  liberated.  .lano 
(,Tos.-;ie)  M'TntoKh  or  M'T,arhIan  havinij  been  in  the  interim  appre- 
hended, wa.',  after  eeveral  examination.";,  committed  for  trial  for  murder 
,nnd  theft.  The  trial  came  on  before  Lord  Dea.',  on  the  17th  in.stant, 
and  continued  for  four  days,  the  result  bcinL'  a  i.naniicout)  verdict  of 
the  jury  of  guilty  on  both  charge."!,  upon  wliirh  .she  re  oivod  senienco 
of  de.ath   for  the  11th  October. 

Immediately  on  the  verdict  being  returned,  but  bpf<vr.'  «mteii<-o  was 
pronounced,  she,  through  her  coun.sel,  tendered  a  written  ttatenient. 
which  wa,<4  read,  in  which  f=hc  narrated  circum.'tances.  charginK  the  old 
man  Floming  with  the  nuirder.  and  acknowledcing  being  herwlf 
present,  but  in  no  way  instrumental  in  the  p<'rpetration  of  the  horrid 
dc-od,  except  as  being  in  the  hou.««  nt  the  time  on  a  visit  to  the 
murdered  woman,  and  as  havini;  afterward.s  cooperated  with  the  old 
man  in  endeavourinsj  to  conceal  the  crime. 

Thfl  crime,  from  the  moment  of  it."!  discovery,  lia-i  taken  a  powerful 
hold  of  the  public  mind,  but  finc«  the  close  of  the  trial,  on  the  20th 
inst.ant,  the  excitement  hii^  become  inten.so  amongst  a  larije  portion  of 
all  clii.ste.'!  in  this  city,  and  by  them  it  i.s  thouiiht,  from  the  .statement 
itself,  and  from  what  they  consider  corroborative  niatt<>r  which  h.'Vi 
I  ome  t<.»  liijht,  there  may  be  som«  Krounils  for  believiuf;  that  the 
woman  M'Lachlan  is  not  guilty  of  the  principal  crime,  but  only  as  an 
iicce.sjsory  after  tlic  fact.  Tlic,  news)).-ipers,  not  only  of  this  city,  but 
t!irou>?hout  the  kinedom,  are  filled  wiih  discussions  and  letters  on 
the  subject,  and  a  memorial  addre.s.sod  to  the  Home  Secretary.  luaying 
for  a  respite,  with  a  view  to  fuitlier  investiitation,  has  been  already 
signed  by  .^oveial  thousands  of  our  (itizens.  Meetings  aUi  have  bi-^n 
held  on  the  subject,  ami  a  public  meetiuR  of  tho  inhabitants  h;i.s  been 
called  for  to-mnirow  evening  in  the  City  Hall,  which  we  have  no 
doubt  will  be  cruwiled  by  at  least  four  to  five  thousand  i>eopie.  This 
meeting  has  been  convened  by  most  reF|>ectable  parties,  and  its  object 
Ls  not  only  to  approve  of  a  petition  to  you,  but  also  to  appoint  a 
deputation  to  present  it.  We  do  not  pro^snme  to  indicate  any  opinion 
of  our  own  on  this  nnfortimat«  matter,  but  ius  publii-  opinion  is  nosv 
running  so  strongly  in  favour  of  the  woman,  grounded  on  the  circum- 
stance that  her  statement,  positively  said  to  have  l)een  made  up  as 
far  ba*  k  a.s  I3tn  .\uuust,  is  conoborate<l  by  several  circum.-stanc** 
brouahl  out  in  evidence  at  the  trial,  we,  in  our  respective  posit.ions  cf 
.  hief  magistrate  of  ('.Lus^jow  and  of  llie  county  of  Lanark,  feel  it  to 
i)e  our  imperative  duty  to  bring  tho  sid)jcct  thus  before  you.  If  a 
iiispit«  bo  granted  to  allow  time  for  further  investigation,  and  should 
(1,0  result  "f  th.at  bring  additional  evidence  of  the  woman's  guilt,  the 
ends  of  jiLstice  will  not  in  any  way  ('<•>  frustrated,  while  it  may  satisfy 
and   allay  the   public  fiseiing. 

In  conclusion,  wo  have  only  to  add  that  in  our  humble  opinion  »Q 
ruiditional  reasou  for  grantini;  a  resiiite,  with  the  view  to  the  investiira 
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pnToneTf  '"^  1 '  k°"'1  '^, ""  '^'--"«''^>-«  'hat  the  statement  of  the 
T    ,        r       /  ^'"""^^'^   '"'^''"^  "f<^'^   'ho  charge  of   the  pre.id.n. 

t  r,!  '1o  T"v'^"\""^i  '^"^  "r  ^"""■'■^  °^  *^«  J-^  return^/::  a! 
H  could  not  h,ae  entered  into  the  consideration  of  either  i„  he  v,ew 
wh„h  ,hey  respect, ve!y  t,K>k  of  the  c.w.  But  inforrnatu.n  h«  blen 
co„„nun,cat..J  to  us  to  the  effect  that  >f  a  rene^ved  mve.tilti.^  Z>1 
place,  evidence  of  an  in,portant  kind   in  reference  to  th  •     Lt  "-nrof 

I'ETER  Clouston,   Lord    Provott. 
A.    Alison,  Sheriff  of   Lanarkshire. 

inviifn7l^,^Z'\r'  ''T""^  "  "^"'''^'  ''''''"^  by  the  Lord  Provct, 
^    atUn  If     "  T     '*"  ";■"""""  •^^""■"^'  b"^  "^''^h  he  dechno. 

to  attend.  If  b,r  George  Grey  makes  up  hi.  mind  in  .-nv  wiv 
t^nu^rrow,  a  telegran,  addres...d  to  the  Lord  Provost  ,"ght  \e  ' 
essential  servue  ,n  r^.traimng  the  proceedings  of  thi.  meeting 

P.  C. 

A,   A. 


U„T      1      T         J.  '^^"I'itehall,   l..t   Octoher.  18t)2. 

«h.re.   regarding  the  ca.e  of  Jes..ie  M'Lacldan.-l  L    IL 

The  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow.  ^     V\aim.ik.,ton. 


APl'KNDIX    III. 


V  I 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO   THE  C \SF  OF    TFc;<;iP   w..m^^o„ 


i 

1 

1 

!- 

1 

1 

..  i 

! 

Glasgow,  1  October  1862. 
WiLi.i.^M  .M'V.niniEH  W/i.sun  eays-- 

M'Whiner  .    ^  -^  *  ^'■'♦"  '"  Olascrow.     I  exhibit  a  Jctfor  from  Mr    John  r,.m,r,„i 
Wilson         jo.nt  procurator  fi..cal  at  CI...gow,  to  me,   dated  30th  Sejtemiri%2' 
of  which  the  following  is  n  ror.v :_  isepiember   1862, 
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Jessie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lachlan. 

I'rorurator-fiscal's  Office.  County  BuildiriL's 
Glasgow,  30  September  1862. 
bear  .-^ir. 

By  desire  of  th«  Lord  Adv(Mate  I  am  to  make  inquiry  and 
report  f  '  his  lordship's  iiu'onnation,  regarding  what  has  transpired 
■lative  to  thic  case,  eincf  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  returned  on 
-iiturday,  the  .  ),h  instant;  and  in  onh'V  t<>  this  I  would  likn  to  s»>e  you 
••vith  reference  to  the  statement  read  to  the  Court,  at  the  prii^oner's 
request,  af^T  the  verdict  wfiS  returned,  and  to  the  relativp  join*  letter 
by  you  and  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Strachan,  which  appeared  in  the  (j'.asgow 
daily  [  apers  on  the  followmi:  ^'onday.  I  will  therefore  thank  you 
to  meet  nie  to-niorrov.  at  11  "''lock  a.m..  in  Sir  Archibald  Ali.Mm's 
chamber.",  and  to  hrin^;  with  you  the  note*  referred  to  in  .-aid  letter, 
and  the  draft  or  draft.s  of  the  Ktat«nieiit  reiid  in  Court.     Si     Archibald 

will  be  present  at  the  inquiry. 

1  am,  4c., 

Jno.  Gemmel. 
W.  M.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Writer. 

I  am  now  in  attendance  in  consequence  of  the  above  letter,  and 
having'  called  upon  Mr.  Gemmel  to  exhibit  the  Commission  under  which 
he  is  making  the  inquiry  referred  to,  a:  being  informed  that  he  had 
verbal  instructions,  from  the  Lord  Advocate,  to  mak  it.  I  hereby, 
as  one  of  thp  agents  for  the  convicted  pri;  'ner,  Jessie  M'Intoeh  or 
M'Lachlan,  while  not  shrinkin  fro-  any  inquiry,  but  on  the  contrary, 
courting  a  full  investigation.  .  hjI-  against  that  investigation  iK'ing 
conducted  or  controlled  by  the  same  off'  ials,  or  either  of  them,  viz., 
Messrs.  Hart  and  Gemmel.  by  whom  th  ase  against  Mrs.  M'Lachlan 
was  got  up,  and  of  whose  conduct  in  tlie  whole  matter  I  have  dis- 
approved. 

The  Sheriff  having  considered  the  above  protest  in  respect  of  the 
instructions  of  the  Lord  Advocat-e,  the  tenor  of  which  he  repeated 
to  the  Sheriff  as  well  as  .Mr  Gemmel,  and  which  was  to  the  same 
effect  as  is  stated  in  Mr.  Gcnmers  letter  to  the  witness,  directing 
the  inve.'-tigat  :  to  be  iiiadc  by  the  prucuratois-tiscal,  ,uid  no  other 
person ;  and  in  respect  of  the  present  investigation  proceeds  entirely 
on  the  instruction-s  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  no  answer  has  been 
yet  received  from  the  Home  Office :  I'ind.'-  that  he  has  no  aitoniative 
but  to  conduct  the  investicntion  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Lord 
Advocate,  althoutrh  a  different  n'ode  may  possibly  be  adopted  if  the 
Keneral  investigation  prayed  for  v  the  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow,  and 
the  Sheriff,  is  agreed   to  by  the   Home  Secretary. 

The  Sheriff  deems  it  right  to  apprise  the  witnest^.  of  what  he  is  doubt- 
less weU  aware,  that  by  being  invited  to  the  present  meeting  he  is  not 
divc'-'-d  of  his  letral  rightii  as  agent  for  the  prisoner,  and  therefore  he 
need  not  answer  any  lestion  in  r<gard  to  a  matter  communicat,'d 
to  him  confidentially  in  liis  character  as  agent.  But,  of  course,  as  the 
object  of  the  inqui-y  is  to  put  the  Lord  Advocate  in  poseession  of  the 
di cujiiKlaiii.t:^  attciiui  11^  ITic  im^I  bLtilt-uit.-iil  ui   iiit-  juij^uiiti   leati  iii  i'uun, 
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M'Whlrter  ";       '^^  '"""■"'  ''■""'   "''''"•^  '^  "^'^  derived,  he  will   pmbablv   feel  that 
Wilion         '■  ^^•'•i''  he  hru,  to  .-ontmunicate  i.«  favourable  to  the  prii^oner,  the  more 
explicit   his  ctatement   is   made   the  more   likely  is   it   to   promote  the 
enda  of  just  ire  in  the  rase. 

The  witness  having;  hoard  the  said  dollveraru-e,  for  the  reasons  stated 
in  (he  above  protest,  declines  to  answer  any  question  in  the  pre.':ent 
iiKi'iiry  as  eondurted  by  Messrs.   Hart  and  Cemmel. 

V.ht-reupon     the    Shurirf    earnrstly    recommended    to   the     witness    to 
reflect   on   the  effect  such  a  declaration,   if  persevered  in.   even  in   the 
present    inquiry,   mi(,'ht   have   du    the    intere.=it.=    of   the    prisoner,   more 
especially  as  the  general  inquiry   prayed  for  by  the  L.)rd   Provost  and 
the  Sheriff  ha.s  not  yet  been  authorised  by  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  and 
[lossibly  this   is  the  only   opportuniiy   which  sho  or  her  adviserji  may 
have  of  putting  the  Lord  Advocate  in  p.>3se.s.^ion  of  the  information  ho 
desires  rer,'ardin[;  the  sources  from  which  her  last  stat-ement  w.as  derived. 
Whereupon  the  witne.ss  having;  expre.'>.=ed  his  opinion  that  the  panel's 
interests   could    not   be    prejudiced    by    hi.s    declinature,    in    respect   his 
co-.au'ent.^    he  believed,    were  willim;    at    the    present  diet    to   give    the 
inform;.":*  on    which,    after  serious   deliberation  he   had   judged    right   to 
refuse.     Nevertheless,    adding,   th.nt    from    a  high  respect  to  his   Lord- 
ship's   recommcndatior.,    lie    v»ould    con.-,u!t   kis    profcosionaj    uroUiren. 
and  give  a  final  answer  by  three  o'clock  p.m.   today. 

Ueappeor:>d  the  said  William  M'Whiit.er  Wilson,  who  declarod  that 
in  deference  to  the  rec()mmendati<m  of  the  learned  Sheriff,  and  after 
consultation  with  some  of  his  profe.ssional  brethren,  he  was  now  willing 
to  tender  himself  for  examination  under  the  present  inquiry,  but 
subject  to  the  protest  above  recorded,  with  this  addition,  that  lia  one 
of  the  agents  for  the  prisoner  is  convinced,  and  is  of  opinion  that  the 
public  will  believe  that  any  inquiry  conducted  by  the  fiscals  of  the 
county  will  naturally  be  conducted  more  or  less  with  the  view  to 
justify  their  f-'irun'  course  of  action,  and  the  witnes.s  roppcct;'iilly  craves 
his  Lordship  to  use  his  Lordship's  influence  to  secure  an  inquiry  by 
impartial  fiarties  ;  and  that  during  any  Kubse(iuent  stage  of  the  present 


iiivestigatmn. 
of  the  convict. 


1    :!ii)ie,--.si(>iial   gontlcninn   .■^houlci  1 


)e  prf.>^nt  on   tlie   pait 
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And  being  Examined,  declares— 

Upon  the  Ilth  Atiguet  last.  cj(  is  suggested  to  my  recollection  by  a 
memorandum  in  my  diary  of  that  d.^te,  the  prisoner's  husband  called 
upon  me,  and  stated  that  ho  had  been  at  Mr.  J^ixon's,  who  was  not 
in,  or  was  out  of  town,  and  that  his  wife  wished  to  see  on«  of  he; 
aizents.  V^xm  th.il  day  cv  the  follawmu  di  y  I  called  upon  Mrs. 
M'Lachlan  in  piiso.i.  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon:  Mrs,  M'Lachlan 
said  that  she  had  not  known  that  old  Mr.  Fleming  had  been  liberated, 
and  that  she  could  not  rest,  and  wished  to  teU  me  ..ii  about  it.  I 
hintod,  indeed  stated,  (hat  if  she  meant  to  makj  a  confeasion,  I 
(ireferrect  not  to  hear  .t.  atM  .vhe  led  mo  to  understand  that  she  waf 
not  about  t/5  criminate  herself,  ar;  I  desired  me  to  note  down  what  ehe 
WM  TOinu  to  eay,  .a.s  I  could  nut  remember  it  ull.  I  informed  her  I 
-■■■-:•:  ::r-r  ;;.,  ;.-;  "nr.  r.r^z  piiCi- ,  oiie  Uifu  narrated  how  she  had  left 
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her  own  hoxife  on  the  Friday  ni^ht  in  queftinn,  and  gone  to  17  Sandy-  William 

ford  Place  ;   how  sho  had  found  old  Mr.  FleminK   and  the  deceased   in  J!,',^"'''^"' 

the  kitchen  ;  referred  to  the  "  nasjcini,'  "  which  went  on  between  them;         ***" 

and  how  she  had  gone  out  for  drink  to  a  shop,  in   North  Street,   as  I 

think,  at  which  she  knocked,  but  nainod  no  admiMion.     How  she  had 

come  back  by  the  Iniic  and  ob.-orvcd    Mrs.   Walker  (whom  .she  named) 

and   another   female   standing   by;  how   she  had   gone  in,    or  been  let 

in.  I   can't   rec  olloil   which,  and   Inw.ui  Jri^s   bleeding   in   hi  r   bcdriwm  ; 

how  she    miniatcred   to    her    friend ;    how    old    Mr.    Flemint;    spilt  the 

contents  of  the  ba.=in,  blood  and  water,  over  her  drp.«.s  ;  liow  siie  took 

off  her  hoots  or  shoe.s,   and  tended   her   friend,  and   how  the  old   man 

ultimately  consummated  the  dc-d.  and  swore  the  prisoner  upon  the  black 

Bible  never   to  revea!  anythin:,'  that  she   h.ad   seen   that   night.     These 

are  the  outlines   of  the  .-^tory.    which   I    can   distinctly   recollect.       The 

outlines   were  filled   up  by   details;   but  these   it  is   impos.=  ible   for  me 

to  detach  and  di.^tinijui.^h   in  my  own  mind   at  this  date   from  details 

subsequenfly  di.'scuF.sed  or  acquired  in  conversation  with  .Mr.   Dixon  and 

Mr.  Strachan.     The  outlines.  I  would  remark,  imprci^sed  themselves  upon 

my  mind  a.';  truthful,  from  their  circumstantiality,   but  my   mind   waa 

in  a  state  of  suspense  and  perplexity  with  regard  to  the  story  generally. 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  this  is  the  order  in  which  the  infor- 
mation was  eivon  me;  but  I  beg  to  add.  that  the  prisoner 
also  told  me  that  the  deceased  had  informed  her  during  the  ni^ht 
how  the  old  man  had  attempted  her  on  the  night  on  which  he  had 
come  home  Ray  or  tip.«y.  I  cannot  say  whether  i  was  or  was  not  told 
what  part  of  the  bedroom  ■Tep.'^ie  was  lyini:.  It  runs  in  my 
mind  that  the  prisoner  told  me  that  the  deceased  had  been 
taken  from  the  bedroom  into  the  kitchen,  but  I  can't  recol- 
lect whether  it  was  stated  by  her  who  it  was  so  removed  the 
deceased,  or  how  it  was  done.  This  is  one  of  the  details  to  which 
I  have  above  referred,  and  which  I  cannot  distincuish  aa  detaila 
furnL=hed  to  me  from  those  which  were  di.«cussed  or  acquired  afterwards 
by  Mr.  Dixon,  but  I  am  confirm, d  in  my  recollection  of  the  removal 
of  the  dece.^sed  by  the  incident  of  the  Bible  oath,  which,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  was  administered  in  the  kit<-hen.  I  can't  distinctly 
recollect  now  whether  the  fact  of  the  Bible  oath  being  administered, 
was  administered  while  dyini;,  or  after  death,  as  that  part  was  the 
subject  of  after  reference,  and  I  cannot  di.^tinguish  the  one  from  the 
other.  I  cannot  now  recollect  whether  the  prisoner  or  Mr.  Dixon 
first  informed  me  about  her  getting  the  deceased's  clothe^  or  Mr. 
Fleming's  plate;  and  I  give  the  same  answer  to  the  question  now  put 
t(i  me.  a.';  to  wlictlier  .^lie  tnld  in,,  jinythiii^'  al)oiit  the  niilkhoy,  which  I 
am  unable  now  to  say  whether  I  heard  it  from  the  pru^oner  or  Mr. 
Dixon. 

My  general  impression  is  that  the  story  which  I  heard  from  Mrs. 
M'Lachlaii  wat;.  in  it.s  Itadiiii;  .lUtlmcs,  the  same  a.«  that  read  in  Court. 
The  day  on  which  I  saw  Mrs,  M'Lachlan,  or  the  following  day,  I 
saw  Mr.  Dixon.  I  called  upon  him.  .and  he  called  at  my  office:  and  I 
told  him  generally  what  I  had  heard  from  the  prisoner,  and  that  aa 
-ur  :;2u  rr:;t    ■..•_•   i:;::;  i;r;;i    :;c    i;«;r.l  I/O    (^u  aua   oce    iiur.      VV'uen    1    Baw 


1 

r 
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William  Mr.  Dixon,  to  the  best  of  r  v  recollection.  1  think  I  observed  that 
Wilson'^''  "^"^^  thini;s  wore  very  like  truth,  and  .some  thinfj?  were  very  like  lies, 
or  words  to  tliat  effect.  Within  the  two  or  three  dayp  after  I  8aw 
Mr.  l)i.\on  he  called  upon  me,  or  I  met  him,  and  undorptood  that  he 
had  been  at.  the  prison,  and  heard  and  noted  Mrs.  M'Lachlan's  .-tory; 
and  1  then,  or  a  day  or  two  iiftcrwards,  paw  mantipcript  in  hie  hands, 
which  I  think  he  left  for  ny  perupal.  They  were  taken  away  shortly 
afterwards,  but  whether  by  1) ..^oii  or  Strachan  I  -.mnot  remember, 
but  it  was  by  one  or  other  of  them.  I  did  not  read  the  noies  so  left, 
althoufih  my  eye  may  have  caiicht  the  first  sentence.  1  have  ?ome 
recollection  of  ^Ir.  Dixon  heyinnini!  to  read  them  in  my  room,  and 
of  my  stoppinf^  him,  in  consequence  of  pome  interruption,  .and  their 
min  j'enesB. 

To  the  be.at  of  my  recollection,  tlie  notes  were  wruten  on  leaves 
or  sheets  of  draft  paper  I  cannot  tell  whether  there  wa.s  more  than 
orie  sheet  of  draft  paper  folio.  I  recollect  that  the  manuscript  was 
written  in  r\  close  character.  My  clerk,  Mr.  Hra.id,  if  I  recollect 
right,  remarked  when  he  saw  it,  that  it  w^us  "  like  the  Lord's  I'rayer 
on  a  s'xperice."  Tlie  manu.-^cript  seemed  to  he  mixed  pencil  and  ink. 
I  had  not  the  nianuscripf  in  my  own  p(].-ises/*i(jn  after  M: .  Di.xon  or 
Mr.  Strachan  took  it  away  ;  but  I  saw  it  on  more  than  one  o.casion 
in  theirs.  I  never  read,  or  heard  read,  the  notes  from  bek'iiniinK  to 
end,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  but  their  content.^  or  a!let;ed  contents  were 
frequently  referred  to  by  Mr.  Dixon  and  Mr.  Strachan.  I  did  not 
read  the  notes,  ina.«much  as  I  was  busy  at  the  time  with  other  work  ; 
and  Mr.  Dixon  and  Mr.  Stra; ban  seemed  inclined  to  prosecute  inquiriea 
at  <ince,  while  my  advice  and  policy  w.as  to  refrain  from  further 
inquiry  than  had  already  be^-n  made  until  the  fiscal  had  completed  his 
inquiry.  Havinj,'  only  ghinced  at  the  manuscript  as  it  lay  on  my 
desk.  I  cannot  fay  \vh<>lher  it  was  in  the  fir.«t  or  third  person,  but  I 
weald  supp'ise.  from  the  mode  in  which  the  narrative  was  mven  fo  far 
to  me  by  the  prisoner,  that  Dixon  would  .Ind  it  more  e.vy  and  siniplo 
to  take  the  pri.'-d'icr'H  .stoiy  in  her  nun  unrd-..  Mc.'i.'.i.'.  I'l.xiin  uiid 
Strachan  having  uKimately  undertaken  the  more  l.iborioiis  part  of  the 
ciwe,  and  my  more  immediate  attention  having  been  engaged  in  other 
business.  I  di>  not  recollect  when  !  fir.'^i  saw  the  written  »tatement 
from  which  Mr.  Clark  read  after  the  verdict  was  given 

I  may  l.iive  heard  oi  the  iiii;kl)<i_\  in  c  omici  I  ion  vviili  the  i  ;lm',  beforo 
I  heard  of  .Mrs,  M'Lachlan'fc  statement  in  prison;  h  J  am  certain, 
BpeakinK  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  thp.'  I  did  not  then  know  the 
hour  at  wlii.li  til"  iiiilkhoy  was  at  the  diwa'.  whcllicr  the  i  liam  w,a.s 
off  or  on,  or  whether  milk  was  taken  in  i.r  not.  !f  I  knew  th.it  the 
tuilkboy  u;i>  .It  |l,c  .icH.r  il  vj^  ii..i  I'mm  iLi;,  ly  .itl.'r  liirn.  bui  by 
incidental  nport,  and  I  ll.iiik  Captain  M'Call  first  made  any  lemark 
about   it. 

I  wish  to  add.  of  my  own  ivrord,  that  I  liad  not  an  opportunity  of 
revisinu  the  letter  |o  whi  h  my  name  is  adhibited,  and  whu  h  i.'*  refeired 
to  in  ilie  outset  of  this  precotjc.ition.  I'pr.ii  t-ecini;  it  in  piint,  I  pointed 
out  to  Messi-s.  l)ixon  and  Strachan.  by  whom  it  had  Imn  drawn,  what 
appeared  to  be  an  omisiiion,  \\i.,  that,  previous  to  Ihv  l^th  of  August, 
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.\Ir.  Dixon  and  I  had  M>en  the  wiuu;^  Mis.  Rla<,k,  and  that  the  wit-  William 
nps.«es  nibson  and  Hamilton  had  been,  of  courje,  precopnoscod  at  the  J!,,^'''''**'^ 
panie  time  as  the  Ch;u.^^lsos  ;  but  aa  thia  inaccuracy  did  not  appear 
to  affect  the  material  question  at  issue,  it  was  not  considered  necessary 
to  correct  it  until  the  inquiry  should  follow,  which  we  believe  to  be 
indispensable.  I  was  at  H.-imilton  with  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Strachan — 
as  I  see  from  my  diary — upon  the  26th  JuN  Durint;  the  following 
week  or  second  week  afterwards,  .Mrs.  Black  was  inv.tcd  to  the  police 
office  for  the  purpose  of  a.'certair.int;  whether  .Mr.  Uup.lop  corld 
recocniae  her  as  the  woman  whom  he  had  seen  on  the  Sat\irday  morning 
in  question;  for  Mr.  Strafhan  and  1— from  tlic  description  we  had 
received  of  her,  and  the  description  of  the  woman  to  whom  the  Gibsons 
referred — sasi)ectcd  that  they.  t!ie  Gibsons,  bad  Black  in  their  eye. 

A  number  of  questions  as  :o  what  she  had  toic  the  fiscal  wore  put 
to  her  by  .Mr.  Di\(>n  ,iiiii  my.>-olf.  and  :iiy  object  was  to  divert  her 
.iU.spic  ion  ;     not    foruially    precoyiiiisir    h  Hesidi'M    th<si',    the    news- 

paper reports,  and  general  talk  among  the  police  whom  I  incidentally 
met.  I  had  no  speciiic  information  of  the  case  on  the  12th  Au^nwt. 
I  I  aiinot  r"i;jl!eit  civiin;  Mrs.  M'l  achl.ui  any  information  dircitly 
regarding  tt>p  case,  but  facts  may  have  been  suggested  by  questions. 
I  did  not  .<now.  before  the  Itth  nr  12th  August,  that  the  body  of 
the  deceased  had  been  wa.>^bcd  or  bathed.  That  information  was  first 
communicated  to  mo  by  M'-.  Uixon,  after  he  addressed  himselt  to  the 
medical  evidence  in  the  light  of  the  prisoner's  statement,  and  it  was 
I'i'om  bini  lliat  1  first  learned  that  the  nulkboy  bad  been  "found 
out."  I  did  not  see  or  examine  Mr.  Fleming's  family  till  after  the 
indictment  was  served,  viz.,  on  the  5lh  and  6th  of  September,  if  I 
recollect  right,  and  the  indictment  wiis  served  before  I  fully  precog- 
noscod  Captain  M'Call.  H.ad  I  revi.aed  the  letter  before  referr.-d  to, 
in«toad  of  the  phrase  "she  voluntarily  gave  him,  in  a  general  way," 
I  would  havp  substituted  "  she  vol.iiitanly  gave  him  generally  the 
•ubatance,  Ac."     And  this  I  declare  to  be  truth. 


Al    Gbifgow   the    1st    (lay   of  O.K.ber   1862. 

In  preh.'iice   of   Su     .VnMiniMn    .\il--os,    Haronet,    .\dviM.it<',    Sheriff   of 

Lanarkshire. 


Appeared  .To^^iru   ,\s'TM"s.    DixoN,   wiit<'r  in  (!liW.gow.  wliii  say.s— 

I  appear  here  m  terms  of  the  reipiest  contained  in  the  letter  of 
yesterday's  dale,  addu  sod  to  me  by  Mr.  Gemmel,  joint  prncurator- 
fiBcal  ;  declares,  I  have  not  tlie  notci  taken  frc.n  Mr^.  M'La.hlan  on 
the  13th  of  .\ugiist  hmt,  refi'rred  to  in  the  joint  letter  by  .John  Sti.nlian, 
W.  M.  Wibton.  and  my^elf.  which  apjieared  in  the  lUa-'ijKtr  lltrald 
Ji  September  22nd,  l;i^i2.  The8<>  nute.s  \m  re  taken  by  nio  in  pencil, 
upon  a  sheet  of  scroll  paper,  on  the  13th  .\iiiriist  last,  and  eitiier  on 
that  day  or  within  a  few  days  afUrwards,  I  retraced  the  peiuil  mark^ 
in  ink.  I  rather  think  I  did  not  trace  the  whole  witli  ink.  but  I 
did  so  with   t' -    great-^r   portion  ;    I    did   not    add    anything.      Iiefore    I 
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Joseph  A.  traced  these  notes  in  ink.  I  showed  these  pencil  note?  to  my  co-aKcntfl, 


Dixon 


i  1 


\U  ! 


Mr.  WiL^on  and  Mr.  istrachan.  I  rather  think  I  left  tlie  pencil  notes 
with  Mr.  V.iL^on  on  the  day  that  they  were  taken,  and  Mr.  Strachan 
afterwards  cot  them  from  him.  I  explain,  that  I  went  to  prison  aud 
took  said  not<'9  in  consequence  of  Mr  Wilson  havini^  called  upon  me 
on  the  12th  August,  and  stated  that  be  had  seen  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  in 
prison,  and  that  she  had  made  a  statement  to  him,  the  material  parts 
of  which  he  repeat<>d  to  me,  and  which  were  the  same  .ns  were  c  ontained 
in  the  written  statement  re  ,d  in  Court.  I  can  mention  from  recollec- 
tion the  leadint'  points  that  he  mentioned  to  me  at  that  time  as  having 
been  communicated  by  the  prisoner,  and  which  struck  nie  a."  so  remark- 
able th.it  tlii  y  fi.xed  themselves  in  my  recollection.  These  wore,  that 
she  went  fo  the  house  in  Sandyford  I'lace  :  that  she  foimd  th<'  old 
man  :n  the  kit<'hen  alonj;  with  Jessie  ;  that  tliore  was  some  "  n.iutrini^ 
goinc;  on  bclween  them;  that  she  had  t'one  out  for  whisky;  that  she 
saw  Mr.^-.  Walker,  tvhom  the  knew  when  a  servant  in  Flei.iinfj's : 
that  on  her  return  she  found  ■Jp.-^sie  lyin;:;  in  the  bedroom  in  a  corner; 
that  she  washed  the  wounds  ;  that  there  was  ti  spiash  of  water  fr.im 
the  (>ld  nuin  spilling  a  b;isin  over  her;  that  the  deceased  w:is  put  t" 
beil.  and  subsequently  taken  to  the  kitchen  with  the  bed  clothes  : 
th.it  there  was  an  oath  adniini.'^tered  on  the  bif;  black  Hible,  and  that 
the  old  niaii  had  nniniered  Jessie  M'I'hcrson  in  the  kitchen.  Farther, 
that  .'•hi'  had  remained  in  the  hojse  till  ne.ir  nine  o'l  lock  in  the  morn 
inR,  before  which  time  Jessie  was  (juite  dead.  The  impression  left  on 
my  mind  fron  v\lial  Mr.  Wilson  stated  he  had  he;iru  from  the  pnsorer, 
was.  tlial  the  [  ii:Joner  had  j^nt  tlie  articles  that  wer<  pledged  .-is  hush 
money. 

Another  circumstance,  which  I  particularly  recollect  b -ing  mentioned 
by  .Mr.  Wil.son  was,  that  the  old  man  ha<l  made  a  splash  with  a  basin 
of  soap  and  water,  and  that  particularly  aHract'.^  my  at'entioii  from 
thinking  it  might  account  for  the  soda  which  1  ui  drtst(iod  was  at  the 
time  bi'iiu;  sear'  bed  for  on  the  prisoner's  clrcss. 

The  tirsi  r,.iies  that  were  taken  on  'he  13th  Aiit:iist.  as  iibove  men- 
tioneci,  ciuitain.id  the  substance,  and  with  the  following  e.xceptions, 
the  details  of  all  that  is  contained  in  the  written  statement  read  in 
Court  after  the  trial.  The  exceptions  referred  to  were,  (1)  That  the 
conversations  with  the  deceased  were  not  then  so  fully  given  oa  'hey 
appear  in  said  statement  ;  althiuigh  she  gave  the  re.-isim  .-issij^ned  in  ihe 
etatei'ient  iis  the  cause  of  the  (piarrela  between  the  deeeiu^ej  and  old 
Fleming;  (2>  t^e  particular  locality  in  North  Street  oi  the  shop  to 
which  she  went  to  ^jel  whisky  ,  (3)  'he  pre.ise  time  wh-n  the  old 
man  cleaned  himself  and  went  out  for  coal.i  ;  (4)  the  rircutiistanee  of 
old  I'leniing  g'iing  up  slair-^  I"  i-pcn  the  d'Kir  to  the  milkboy  withou* 
hiii  coat,  and  coming  down  with  hu4  coat  on.  I  add.  also,  in  relation  tu 
tho  passage  in  the  declaratmn.  whirh  mentions  what  was  said  about 
going  for  a  dotto',  that  the  prisoner  told  Mr.  M'Kean  (<me  of  her 
counsel)  that  she  had  saul  to  (he  old  inai,  that  "  sbii  wnuld  go  for  a 
doctor,  whether  he  would  or  n.it.  " 

1  remember  also  liistuutly,  in  refeience  to  that  part  of  the  declara 
tion   where  the    clmige   of  the  fios'tioii    by  the   deceased    is  spoken      I, 
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that  I  could  r.-'  diotirctly  understand  at  first  how  it  had  occurred.  Joseph  A. 
^nd  having  explained  the  difficulty  to  her,  she  exj'lained  it  by  the  Dixon 
Iielp  of  a  little  dia^'rara  drawn  in  pencil,  to  the  effect  that  the  woman, 
when  she  wa.s  lying  near  the  fire,  shifted  herself  back,  and  turned 
hercelf  round  without  rising,  and  continued  and  was  left  in  that  position, 
with  her  head  iiow  nearly  opp-isite  where  it  fdrmerly  had  been,  and  her 
feet  towards  tiie  fiic.  She  also  explained  to  us  subseiiucntly.  but 
before  the  trial,  all  that  she  had  done  from  the  Frir'ay  night  down  to 
the  date  of  her  appr'jliensiu:i,  and  1  took  notes  of  this  infurnialion, 
'..  -t  it  vTas  not  thou^'ht  nccoi>.^ary  to  add  these  to  the  statement,  as 
e.  ected  it  would  all  be  proved  by  witnesses.  The  whole  of  these 
exceptions  and  additions  to  the  declaiation  were  made  before  we  weiit 
in  the  eecond  time  to  Mr.  Clark  in  Edinbuigh,  which  was  of  course 
before  the  trial  ;  but  I  will  be  able  to  get  the  precise  date  and  send  it 
to    the   Sheriff. 

Tho  original  pencil  notes  traced  over  with  the  ink  as  above  men- 
tioned, were  t.ikcn  into  Edinbur(^h  to  Mr.  Clark  by  myself  and  Mr. 
Slrachan,  on  the  fir.'-t  oci  a-s^ion  when  we  saw  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr. 
Stracha;  read  the  statement  to  Mr.  Clark  from  the  pencil  notes;  and 
they  had  been  seen  before  that  by  Mr.  (lordon  Smith,  who  was  coii- 
eu!*ed  on  this  matter,  and  carefully  read  over  to  him.  We  had 
repeati'd  consultations  with  Mr.  Clark  as  to  whether  we  should  bring 
for'Tard  t>!>^  ■'if'^rmivtiju  cithci  i.i  il.,  f. mi  uf  a  louriii  ueciaiaiion 
before  ihe  Sheriff,  cr  of  an  ope'.inii  speech,  or  a  fu'l  written  defence, 
bringini^  it  all  out.  The  jiri^^oner  w.-is  most  ur>;ent  on  all  these 
oceasiorm,  that  the  statement  should  be  brought  (,  rward  si.ine  way 
or  other  under  the  coiisuieration  of  the  jury,  but  on  mature  con- 
eider^tion  it  was  deemed  too  hazardous  alone  to  adopt,  as  it  admitted 
the  presence  of  the  prisoner  in  the  house  durinc  the  nif/ht,  and  her 
seeing  the  j;reat  part  of  the  crime  which  was  committed. 

It  was  understfKxJ  by  her  and  her  agents,  however,  that  as  t  uich 
ai  wa.s  practicable  of  it  should  be  br(aii{ht  forward  either  in  cross- 
exanutialion  m  m  Mr.  C!ark'-<  ^pi-^'c  h  to  the  jury.  «heti  it  mii:ht  lie 
stated  as  a  probable  hypothesis,  and  (>n  the  .slren^^lh  of  tliiit  un.,er- 
standine.  .Mrs.  Walker  and  .Miss  Dykes,  wlm  are  said  to  have  seen 
the  pii.sdiur  on  the  ni;;ht  in  question  near  the  house  in  Saiidyford 
Phice,  coming  from  the  whisky  shop,  were  cited  to  \w  in  attendance  at 
the  trinl. 

.At  the  lirst  coiisiiltatinn   with    .Mr.    Clark  after  the  ptmil   iiote.<   had 

l)0"n  tii';"n  of  her   (ic(  laration,    Mr.    Strarhan  and    I    were  directed    by 

Mr.  Clark  to  endiavour  to  get  some  evidenii'  to  corroborate  tier  stat-e- 

men'     n  t«>riie  pans,  and  for  that  purjiose  the  notes  were  earned  alioiit 

the  JKK  kets  of  Mi.   Strachaii  and  inysflf,   I  tlrnk   for  nearly  a  f  )rt- 

•  nht;  L.iid  ill  the  iiu'rval  bilweeii  tlu-  firs!  and  second  lonsultation 
with  Mr  Clark,  the  pencil  notes  *■  re  extended  in  the  writt<'n  form 
by  myselt  in  the  copy  which  w.ui  .i!«r.vaici  ii;iil  i  i  (  ini.  and  wliiih 
w.ifl  sent  in  to  Mr.  I'lark  along  '.ith  his  ether  papers  relating  to  the 
ca.sp  ;  and  within  two  or  three  day.-*  afler  this  copy  wan  iiiade  by  tiir,  and 
before  thi  irial,  the  onk'inal  pe-.cil  nol.>»  wi  re  di.-itroyei)  by  nte  1  would 
certainly  have   preserved  them  if  i    had    ha<l   any    idea  that  th^  stale- 
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ment  veas  to  be  iiwd  as  has  now  turnea  ut,  but  I  had  no  particular 
reason  for  destroying  them,  further  than  that  they  were  uBeloss  after 
the  written  declaration  was  extended.  We  had  a  consultation  with 
Mr.  Clark  a.s  to  whether  the  oriainal  pencil  declaration  could  be  p't 
in  evidence,  or  the  prisoner'?  agent.':  put  in  the  box  to  speak  regarding 
it,  but  he  was  of  oiunion  it  was  not  competent  to  do  cither  the  one 
or  the  other,  and  therefore  it  was  not  attempted,  and  the  notes  were 
destroyed.  I  think  this  part  was  discu.'j^ed  at  the  first  cori.'fultation 
with  Mr.  Clark.  Till  the  trial  had  betjun  and  gone  some  loneili.  I 
had  no  idea  that  the  statement  would  be  made  use  of  judi.ij'Uy  on 
the  trial  or  otherwise,  b\it  thoueht  it  would  be  used  as  a  sort  of 
memorial  to  Mr.  Claik  for  his  speech  to  the  jury  and  conducting  the 
evidence,  hut  up  to  the  la.st  moment  the  pri.'^oner  was  urgent  it  should 
bo  n.ado  u.-e  of  some  way  or  other.  The  ropy  of  the  declaration  vhich 
wa.s  read  in  Court  wa.s  a  faitlifu!  copy  or  what  was  contained  ii  ho 
pencil  note.=  ,  and  ^'oi  fioni  the  prisoner  on  other  occasions;  there  .vas 
nothing  in  it  th.at  1  did  not  get  from  the  pri'^oner  previous  to  the 
second  consultation  with  Mr.  Clark,  which  w:;^■,  1  think,  a  week  before 
the  trial  began. 

The  concluding  four  or  li\e  lines  of  the  declaration  read  in  Court, 
relating  to  the  pri.'-cner  not  being  pressed  for  money,  and  having  ]  lid 
her  rent  on  the  Sr.turday  bof')re  she  uot  the  money  for  the  p!at«,  and 
having  had  no  ouarrcl  with  Jessie  M'I'her.«on,  did  not  appear  in  tho 
newspapers,  because  they  were  net  in  the  crpy  delivered  to  the 
reporters,  hut  iiiMely  on  .Mr.  Cl.'irk".-  coj^y.  they  havim;  been  added 
thereto  by  me  when  in  Kdinburgh,  avA  with  the  view  of  using  the 
Btatoment  as  the  draft  of  a  speLial  defence  ;  but  on  further  "on.sulta- 
tion,  Mr.  Clark  was  of  opinion  that  these  statements  rould  not  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  ^pccinl  defence,  but  must  be  left  to  come  out 
in  evidence.  1  dosiied  the  newspnper  rii^irters  to  sup]  ly  the  defect 
from  their  shorthard  nctes  of  the  lines  as  they  were  read  at  the  trial, 
and  aUhonijIi  the  yiatcment  in  tlie.se  four  lines  was  sjbstaii'.ia'ly  what 
the  prisoner  had  etated  to  us,  yet  it  was  not  a  part  of  her  do  larat  .on 
aa  actually  given  to  us,  but  it  was  intended  to  have  been  made  part 
of  the  special  defence,  which  was  to  have  coniaincd  tho  wholt»  etale- 
nient,  whi>  ii  Mr.  Clai  U  dt,  lined  t..  .^,in.  lion. 

The  copy  of  the  decLiialion  tioiu  the  pemil  note.s  was  made  by 
me  some  days  before  the  second  consultation,  hut  I  cannot  recollect 
the  nuuibii.  and  lor  the  putpo^e  of  tho  consultation.  I  destroyed  the 
notes  before  going  into  Kdinburgh  to  attend  the  consultation.  Therf 
was  only  another  copy  of  the  declaration  made,  and  this  was  cojned 
fi-oni  that  made  by  me.  It  was  .Mr.  Ktraehan  »iio  got  this  copy  made. 
At  the  time  I  extended  the  notes,  all  the  Crown  witneases  that  I 
piecognoscud  !iad  emitted  their  declarations,  which  we  had,  but  we  did 
not  precognoscc  them  all ;  but  after  the  prisoner's  statement  we  teased 
pivcognociiiiig  the  Crown  witnes^^^,  as  the  |ii  i.'wner's  .st.i'.eMient.  with 
the  deposition*  of  some  of  the  witnesses,  had  put  us  in  possession  of 
what  the  niiwt  of  theui  i  ould  <<ay,  .ni'd  the  prei  oitnitions  taken,  coupled 
with  tho  Btat<iiieiiUi  of  the  jirmonir,  had  put  us  in  poases.-'iu-i  of  the 
whole  facts  oi  the  cise,  which  emerged  at  the  trial,  with  the  exccp- 
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lion    of    the    ini-di.al    witnesses.        1       recojjnosced    the    milkl    y   afi^r  Joseph  A. 

taking  tl  >  pencil   not«8   of   the  prlsoi.-  r's  declaration,    and   before  the     '''°'' 

first   consultation  with    Mr.    Clark,    as  I  think,   .ind    it   w.-is   what   ^mt 

etatei)   by   •    fi   iiii>-oner   r'  -arding  the   niilkboy   that    led  to   my  searcli- 

ing  him  out.       I  i-hink  I  had  heard  from  the  newspaper.s,  or  from  some 

verh.il   conversation,   that   there  was  a  niilkboy   who  had  seen  the  old 

ni.      early   in  the   morni-":?,  before    I   was   a^'Mit  in   the   case,  but  it 

was  the  .'^♦itement  re^ar^-in^  it  in  the  prii>oner'g   statement   engrossed 

in  the  i:       ■<  whi.  h  h'd   me   to  inquire  pailiculaily  regarding   it. 

Before  tJie  pencil  not^s  were  taken  by  me  from  the  prisoner,  I  had 
seen  and  examined  Mrs.  Campbell,  Aaron  Wharton,  the  Chasselfl 
family  :  I  had  spoken  to  bu'  not  prec<igno!-'ced  Mr.  Devon,  the  super- 
intendent of  county  police  at  Hamilton.  1  had  seen,  but  not  precog- 
no.-;ed,  ilr.  M'Call,  superintendent  of  .olice,  Gla.-gow.  1  understand 
that  my  co-agents  had  seen  and  examined  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  before 
the  notes  were  taken.  I  also  examined  Sarah  Adams  before  this.  I 
am  sure  that  1  did  not  precognopco  Mary  Black  or  Adania  nrtil  I 
was  in  po.«se.ssion  vi  the  prisoner's  statements ;  but  I  explain  that  I 
had  seen  her  in  the  police  offire  with  a  view  to  Mr.  1):  nlop  identi'yLng 
her.  if  pc-sible,  and  Mr.  Wilson  and  I  had  asked  lier  one  or  two 
questions,  and  had  oxami..cd  Mie  size  of  her  foot.  When  on  a  reference 
by  Mr.  Wilson  to  some  evidence  she  had  given  in  M'CJ'^achie's  case, 
.she  got  up  in  a  passion  and  refused  to  answer  any  further  questions. 

1  do  not  thiiu-  there  were  any  other  witnesses  precognosced  by  me 
previous  to  the  prisoner's  £tate;rents,  nor  hod  I  seen  tne  precognitions 
of  anv  )t!;or  ■.vi;.r'e«'<p»  examined  by  my  co-a»;ents.  Tne  only  jursons, 
to  my  knonledge  who  ever  saw  tlie  [lencil  notes  were  niy  co-agents, 
Mr  Chvrk,  Mr.  Gordon  Smith,  and  Mr.  Brand,  c'.  rk  to  Mr.  Wilson. 
The  notes  were  all  contained  on  one  sheet  of  ordinary  ecro'.l  paper. 
After  I  had  taken  the  notes,  niid  Mr.  Cla.k  had  directed  us  to  investi- 
gate, I  made  inquiries  at  the  spirit  shop  of  Mr.  Littlejuhn,  in  North 
Street,  as  to  whether,  on  the  l''ii<lny  night  in  question,  they  had  heard 
a  rapping  at  tln^  shop  d<M>r  shortly  after  eleven  o'clock.  I  am  si  r^. 
I  did  not  make  iiKjiiiries  at  Littlejohn'a  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
that  a  per.-^on  answering  the  prisoner's  description  had  iictually  pur- 
chased whisky  in  his  shop  on  riid  Friday  night. 

I  have  de.'^iKiyed  the  origin  notes  of  the  wit'iesses'  statements  taken 
by  me  If  I  have  any  of  them  still.  I  am  ready  to  produce  them.  I 
kept  no  i.ntes  of  the  several  dates  on  which  1  precognosced  the  vnrunis 
witnesse.-i.  And  the  witness  begs  to  ac  1  of  hia  own  accord,  that 
duriti.:  the  course  of  jirecoLrnition  and  investigations  before  the  trial 
by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  h^'d  had  experience  of  criminal 
matters  in  the  City  I'rocur^'or-fiscal's  OfTice,  they  made  it  a  jioint  not 
to  communicaU-  ro  the  prisoner  what  they  hail  gatiiereil  from  the 
Crown  witnesses  in  the  list  ,-i,nne.\cd  to  the  indictment,  farther  than 
occusion-illy  asking  her  some  explanations  in  regard  t«i  some  poinui  in 
which  they  had  a  difficulty  and  as  to  the  truth  of  wliuh  they 
wished  i')  have  the  pri.'^oner's  ciwn  gtatemonl.  .Xnd  in  pa  • 
ticular.  I  declare  positively  that  I  gave  no  information  tu  the  prisoner 
in  regard  ic  the  fucUi  mentioned  in   ln'r  last  .rtatement ,   nor  did   I  give 
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Joibph  A.  her  any  inf  )rniation  to  enable  her  to  make  that  statement ;  nor  have 
Dixon  £  j^jjy  reason  to  suppose  that  either  of  my  co  agents  did  so  any  more 
than  I.  jVs  to  Mr.  \\  ilson,  I  rather  think  he  did  nut  see  the  prisoner 
after  the  12th  August,  when  he  almost  ceased  to  act  as  her  aijent. 
And  from  the  m^de  in  which  the  prisoner  made  her  romniunications 
to  me.  I  hisd  every  reason  to  think  that  it  was  a  spontaneous  narrative 
on  her  part,  and  in  no  re.si)ect  made  up  from  information  derived  from 
others.  This  was  my  impression  at  the  moment,  from  the  mode  in 
which  tho  stat<>ment  was  i^iven ;  and  when  it  was  communi<'ated  I 
did  not  know  whetlier  to  believe  it  or  not,  as  my  previous  impression 
hrd  been  advert-o  to  the  prisoner.  Before  Mrs.  .M  Lachlan  had  fjiven 
mo  her  final  stateitient,  sl.e  had  more  than  once  assured  in'>  that  the 
stateirient*  made  by  her,  in  lier  declarations  btiore  the  Sherif!,  were 
all  she  had  to  say,  and  that  she  had  not  been  in  Fleming's  Louse  on 
the  Friday  night,  and  that  the  bloody  clutlii>  wv -e  not  hers.  She 
furnished  me  with  a  written  statement  of  what  the  had  said  before 
the  tShei  ff,  and  on  my  telling  her  that  1  could  nut  believe  it,  she  said 
it  was  true,  and  that  no  doubt  old  Fleming  would  clear  her.  I  then 
said  to  her  -what  'vas  a  popular  rumour-that  old  Fleming  had  sail 
he  did  not  know  1  er,  and  that  ho  had  been  liberated.  Upon  this 
she  pxpres.«ed  great  i  urpnw  and  said,  "  Out,  and  left  me  here  I  canua 
believe  it."  I  t^.ld  her  il  was  quite  true  that  lie  had  been  ..berated, 
and  upon  that  sliJ  said  she  did  not  know  what  to  do.  1  think  thie 
took  place  on  Thursday  the  7th  August  la.=t,  and  she  had  said  the 
eame  thing  ul  a  previnus  meeting. 

The  e.xttuded  copy  ci  the  statement  was  never,  to  my  knowledge, 
read  o-er  to  the  prisorer,  and  from  tlieie  not  b' ing  time  to  do  so 
when  the  trial  was  going  on.  It  was  signed  by  her  upon  F'nday  the 
19th  t>epte:!il)er.  at  the  t'ourt-house,  befoio  the  eommi'neetncnt  of  that 
day's  proceedings. 


At  (jilasg.)w.  the  1st  day  of  (l.tober  lBf)2,  in  fire^encc  of  Sir  Archibald 
Ali.=on,   .Maronet.  Advoiatc,  Sheriff  of  Lanarksliire. 

J.  Straehan  Compeared,  Jon:,-  Sru.r  uan,  writer  in  (Uas.-'-w,  who,  being  exammed. 

declares— 

I  was  ip't  jiresent  when  Mr  l»ixon  took  from  tho  prisoner  the  notes 
of  her  .statement  up<m  the  13th  August  last;  but  on  the  morning  of 
the  following  day  .Mr.  Dixon  called  on  me,  and  stat<'d  she  had  made 
an  extraordinary  statement,  which  he  had  taken  down  in  writing,  ;ind 


had  left  tl.c  written  staler 


'j  .Mr.  Wilson.     'le  g.ive  me  verbally 


a  narrative  of  the  statement,  and  tiie  same  day  I  (.died  at  Mr.  \\  ilstm'g 
office,  and  got  tlie  note.s  from  Mr.  \\iL*on.  I  got  the  notes,  and  took 
them  home  with  me,  and  read  them  '.'ny  carefiilly.  Tlii.s  was  on  14th 
August. 

I  read  and  considered  the  stat^'inent  the  more  c.irefidly  and  ■."'■-.  ,jy 
as   there   wa.s  a   difference  of  opinion  between    Mr.    Dixon   and   myself 
as  to  the  immediate   use   which  sl'oiild   be   made  of  the  Btatement,   ha 
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rer-onimendini;  the  render  of  a  foi;rth  declaration  to  the  Sheriff  and  I  J.  Straehan 
doeminfj  such  a  cour&o  wa.s  not  desirable  without  further  investigation 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  statement.  On  the  following  day,  being  15th, 
'  had  a  long  conpiiUation  with  Mr.  Dixon  in  reference  to  that  point, 
but,  as  we  still  continued  to  difler,  I  asked  Mr.  Gordon  Smith,  whom  I 
hapjK'ned  to  meet,  and  to  whom  I  mentioned  the  subject,  and  e.xphined 
the  whole  niittrr,  to  accompany  me  to  Mr.  Dixon's  lodgings  that  evening 
and    have  the   (jucstion   cmLsideied. 

The  three  of  ua  accordingly  met  in  ^Ir.  Di.xon's  lodgings,  when  the 
notes  were  caiefully  read  over  in  our  hearinu  by  Dixon,  and  we  had 
a  long  discussion  (from  10  p.m.  till  4  a.m.),  .is  to  what  imuiidiate  nae 
should  be  made  of  tlie  statement.  The  nolc-^  were  in  the  furni  of  a 
narrative;  the  prisoner  speaking  in  the  first  person.  They  had 
evidently  been  taken  in  rx"nci.'.,  and  the  pencil  wrilmg  traced  o\tr  with 
ink.  I  cannot  say  whether  the  notes  were  written  m  a  book  or  on 
loose  paper.  1  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  the  form  of  paper  on 
wlii.'h  the  nntcs  were  written.  They  were  not  signed  by  the  prisoner. 
There  was  no  copy  made  of  them  until  abi.ut  the  -in;€  the  prisoner's 
counsel,  Mr.  Clark,  was  consulted.  The  first  time  we  saw  Mr.  Clark 
was  about  the  latter  end  of  August,  when  we  went  to  coni^ult  Mr 
Clark  iws  to  whether  the  prisoner  siiould  emit  a  fourth  declaration.  I 
cannot  remember  whether  the  notes  were  copied  out  ut  this  time, 
but  my  impression  is  they  were  not.  At  that  consultation  I  had  the 
noteji  in  my  pocket;  I  did  not  read  them  or  any  other 
paper  to  Mr.  Clark,  but  I  stated  verbally  to  him  the  sub- 
fitance  of  the  notes,  and  also  of  the  case  against  the  prisoner, 
so  far  as  we  had  then  ascertained  it.  Before  wj  went  in 
to  .Mr.  Chirk,  Mr.  Drxoii  and  1  had  h.id  two  or  lliree  meetin;rs  with 
the  prisoner,  at  which  we  received  from  her  some  explanation."!  b»  to 
inatt^-rs  of  detail  regarding  her  own  and  old  Mr.  Flemings  actings  on 
the  Friday  night  in  question,  and  these  were  interlined  on  the  original 
noU'fi  taken  by  Mr.  Dixon.  1  cannot  teU  whether  I  made  the  inter- 
lineations, or  whether  they  wore  made  by  Mr.  Dixon.  1  rather  think 
the  interlineations  were  hreo  in  number;  tlio  first  of  them  bcim;  as  to 
tlie  particular  |iublic-hi  .^  to  which  she  had  gone  to  get  spiiits:  the 
second  ag  to  what  old  Fleming  had  been  doing  between  the  fin'e  of  the 
first  blow  being  struck  and  the  last  blows  ;  and  the  third  had  reference 
to  some  part  of  the  conversation  alleged  to  have  taken  place  between 
her  and  the  deceast^d,  after  the  latter  had  been  put  to  bed.  My 
decided  impression  is,  tliat  tliey  (the  notes)  were  not  copied  ;it  the 
date  iif  the  first  con.^ullalion  with  Mr.  Clark,  but  I  think  they  were 
copied  shortly  thereafter  by  Mr.  Dixon.  I  coinpired  the  copy  so 
niiule  with  the  oiiiiinal  in  Mr  Dixon's  lodgings,  aud  with  lum.  i 
r.iiiiK.t  tvll  whetlirr  I  had  tho  oii^ir.al  or  the  cJipy  duiing  the  I'om- 
pan.-ion.  After  tins  I  i.  ft  the  original  notes  with  Mr.  Dixon.  1  do 
not  kno'v  what  ber  'iic  of  tlie  original  notes.  I  rccohccl  th.it  I  aekod 
.Mr.  Dixon  for  the  loan  of  the  orign.al  notes  to  use  at  the  trir.l.  and 
he  and  I  then  made  a  search  for  thtMi,  but  they  could  not  be  found. 
1  iiever  saw  the  notes  after  the  comparison  of  the  copy  with  them. 
There  was  only  the  one  i-opy  made  from  these  notes,  anri  that   wa.'  the 
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J.  Strachan  copy  from  which  yh.  Clark  read  after  the  verdict  of  the  Jury  had  been 
returned.  I  explain,  however,  that  there  was  a  clauFC  at  the  end 
of  that  copy  which  was  not  in  it  wlien  I  compared  il,  and  which  I  had 
never  seen  tiiere.  The  substance  of  this  clause  wa.«,  however,  con- 
tained  in  the  oricrinal  notes  wliirli  brou-ht  down  the  rarrative  of  all 
the  prisoner's  actin^-a  connoitid  with  the  ca.=e.  The  aorount  which  she 
gave  of  her  artinu's  after  the  .Saturday  morning,  both  in  pawning  the 
plate,  sending  the  articles  to  Haiailton  and  Ayr,  and  her  own  visit  to 
Hamilton,  and  di.'posin;,'  near  there  of  the  bloody  clothe.=  ,  coincided 
in  every  [.-.rticular  with  the  evidence  given  at  the 'trial  on  these  pnrts, 
with  the  exception  of  her  alleged  interview  with  Mrs.  Gibson,  which 
she  says  never  took  place. 

From  the  pri.=oner's  information  and  rrcco^inition  of  the  witness,  I 
prepared  a  memorial,  vvhi.  h  is  herewith  prodiiced,  the  whole  narr-uivo 
of  which  was  written  by  myself;  the  coniiuuisons  of  evidence  were 
wrrten  by  Mr.  Dixon,  ard  whl^li  is  founded  on  the  stat-.nents  in  the 
prisoner's  last  declaration. 

I  had  fcen  Mrs.   .M'Lachlnn  only  once,  nn  1  that  i-i  luesence  of  Mr. 
Wilson  .'.nd  ]\Ir.    Dixon,   before   the   notes  of   the   prisoner'.!   statement 
were  taken,  and  I  had  not  previous  to  that  time  seen  a  sinflo  witness 
in  the  Cown  list,   except   Mr.«.    Oib.-on   at  Hamilton,  whom  I   did   not 
examine;   nor   had   I  j=ecn  the   precognition  of  any    witness   taken    by 
my  .•■.•.i.'.-its.     I   had   n.,t    he^rd  hef-ore  th;it  of  the  storv   of  the  milk- 
boy,  nor  had  I  seen  it  noticed   in  the  newspaper.'.       At  the  interview 
at  which  I  was  present  before  the  ni>te?  were  taken,  the  name  of  old 
Heminc;  was  rot  mentioned  by  u.^.       8he  then  said  that  =,he  had  told 
all  she  had  to  say  to  the   "heriff.     I  now  remember  tlint  she  ccrfamly 
s^id  at  tliifi  meeting  that       i   Fleming  would  ourely  clear  her        None 
of  ufl  made  any  reply  to  thi.s  statement.      She  then  made  no  explanation 
of  how  old  Fleming  co.ild  -lear  h-r,  and  tl,e  tirst  information  which  I 
had  regarding  him  wa.s  from  the  nr.tes  already  mentioned.     The  notes 
were  not  shown   by  mo  to  any  other  per.-on   than  Gordon   Smitn,   but 
the  who'.-,  import  of  them  was  explained  to  Mr.  Mayer,  of  the  Secular 
School,  chiefly  in  order  to  get  hij,  opinion  in  rea.ird  to  some  scientifir 
questious  involved  in  the  case,  and  al.^o  to  Mr.  (.nlbraith,  a  proci    itor 
of  Court  standing  high  in  his  profession,  in  ord.>r  to  pr  ,  his  opinion  on 
the  propriety  of  ma'-ng  that  slalev,ent  the  s.ihvrt  of  a  fourth  derlaral  ..n 
to  the  Sheriff    on  wiiich  point  ^h.  Dixrn  and  I  were  at  v..»riance.     I!ut 
Mr    Galbr:.;th   coincided   with    me   that  it    w,.,ld   be   too    hazardous   to 
make  any  such  statement  public  witlioiit  further  inform.ition  as   to   it» 
truth;    and    accordingly    it    was   further    referred    to   I\Jr     Ck-k     who 
oomcided  with  me  in  opinion  that  the  statement  .should  ,u)t  be  ha7  rded 
without  further  evidence  of  its   ;ruth.       At  the  first  consultation   with 
Mr.  Clark,  ho  recommended  an  immediate  investigation,  with  tha  view 
to  ascertain  whether  the  statement  could   be   corroborated  by  external 
evidence.       \Vo  were  unsuccessful,  however,  i^,  getting  corrolxiration  of 
the   principal   facts,   a.s    they   were   stated  to  have  occurred    all    in  th« 
house,    when    nobody   else   wa.,    prcrent    on    that    occasion,    except    old 
Fleming   and  the  prisoner.     Hut  we   found   her  .statement   corroborated 
Iw   e.vtMual  evidence   ,u  many   subordinate  ,»,i    ,s,   anc"    I  am  prepared 
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to  furnish  the  Procurator-fiscal  with  the  names  of  the  witnesses  who  j.  straehan 
can  furni?!i  such  corroboration,  and  with  a  precognition  of  what  they 
can  5ay  on  the  subject.  I  got  a  clerk  of  Mr.  Calbraith  to  make  a 
co[iy  of  llie  prisoner's  eti  Kiiieut,  as  extended  by  Mr.  Dixon  for  the  use 
of  her  coun.sel.  Mr.  .Marhaii  ;  and  tliat  i>  tlic  only  other  written  copy  in 
cxL«tence,  and  the  one  which  was  furnL=hed  to  the  press. 


Glasgow,  1  October  1862. 
David   BsANn  says — 

I  am  a  student  of  law,  and  reside  at  9  Kew  Terrace,  in  or  near 
Glasgow  ;   aged  24  years. 

I  have  been  engaged  in  Mr.  Wilton's  office,  in  St.  Vincent  Street, 
«ince  the  11th  August  la-st.  On  the  14th,  or  15th,  or  16th  August, 
when  I  was  in  the  office  with  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Di.xon,  writer,  came 
in,  and  pulled  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket,  .-nd  looked  at  it,  and  Mr. 
Wi'.son  loolced  at  the  paper  in  Mr.  Di.xon's  hands,  and  asked  'aim  if 
that  was  the  statement.  Mr.  Dixon  answered  that  it  v.as,  and  then 
eat  down  and  read  two  or  three  sentence;-,  when  Mr.  Wilson  stopped 
him,  and  said  that  ho  had  not  time  to  hear  any  more  of  it  at  that 
tiiiiL'.  I  tliiiik  Mr.  Di.Mir  l.'ft  tlic  statcimni  in  the  hanil-^  of  Ml 
Wilson,  hilt  I  am  not  certn'n  of  this.  I  had  not  it  in  my  hand.  I  never 
saw  it  after  the  occasion  referred  to.  No  other  person  was  in  the 
room  at  the  time.  I  understood  that  the  paper  referred  to  was  the 
statement  of  the  prisoner  M'Lachlan ;  in  fac*,  I  am  certain  of  this, 
as  Mr.  Wilson  had  told  me  'jrevionsly  that  he  expected  to  receive  sucn 
a  stacenient  from  Mr.  Di'ion,  \'.ho  was  to  call  at  the  prison  and  ^L•e 
.M'LacliIan 

Tile  paper  referred  to  aiipoared  to  ho  written  on  one  sheet  of  b:ue 
paper,  and  it  seemed  to  bo  very  closely  written,  and  with  ink ;  but 
my  imprc.-Jfion  was  that  it  had  been  first  wiitten  move  or  less  witii 
pencil,  and  afterwards  gone  over  with  ink.  The  writing  appeared 
U>  iMe  to  be  that  of  Mr.  Di.':o-i.  The  part  of  the  statement  that  I 
heard  read  liy  Mr.  Di.xon  was  exactly  tlie  .can.e  a.-  what  I  after- 
wards saw  reported  in  the  newspapers  on  the  Sattirday  when  tlie  trial 
was  fini.'<hed. 


D.  Brand 


(o>ni)(iN   Smith.   Wntei-   in  ('la.-igow,   .-ay.-s—  q.  Smith 

Either  on  the  15th  day  of  August  last,  or  two  or  three  days  after- 
wards, I  met  Mr.  Stiachan  in  the  Daniop  Street  Theatre.  We  left 
about  10  p.m.,  and  we  walked  ho.ne  by  way  of  Buchanan  Street, 
Saurhioh.al!  Street.  We  talked  a'^out  tlie  case  of  Mrs.  M'l.achlan. 
Strachan  intem'.eil  calling  on  Dixon  that  night,  and  I  went  with  him 
to  Dixon's  lodgings,  hut  Wii  did  not  find  Dixon  there.  We  walked 
about  the  street  for  nearly  two  hours,  and  durini^  that  time  be  told  me 
cn.ifidontially  of  a  statement  that  had  been  made  by  the  prisoner  a  few 
riavs  before  that.  He  explained  to  mo  generally  the  nature  of  the  gtate- 
inent,  and  a  number  of  the  particulars  which  it  contained,  and  further 
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C.  Smith  that  he  and  h.a  co-agents  differed  ae  to  what  use  *hou),I  be  made  of  it 
After   walking  about   for   a  couple    of   hour...   ue    returned    t«   Dixon's 
lod«,nRs.    and    found    him   in.       Shortly    afterwards,    Dixon    produced 
a  wnttPn  statemont,  which  h.  said  had  been  taken  from  'he   pr.-oner 
and  read   it  continuously,  «,bject,  however,  to  comments      ade   bv   m 
|n  the  course  of  the  readin,.       I   h.d  not  the  notes  in  my  hand."  but 
1     hink  they  were  partly  written  in  pencil  and  partly  in  ink.     At  any 
rate,  I  a.u  .'^ne  they  were  in  draft  form,  as  at  some" places  Mr.  Dixon 
had   difficulty  ,n   n-aking  them  out.       Thoy  were   very   do.ely   written 
on    foolscap    paper     but   whether    on    one    or   more  ".hecU.    I    cannot 
mnember.       It  took  him  a  ..ry  long  tune  to  read  them.      I  never  .aw 
the  .aid  notes  after  that  n  .ht.  nor  any  copy  of  them.     I  was  present 
in  Court,    and   heard  the   prisoner's  coun.cd   red   a  statement   for  her 
after  the  verdut  or  the  jury  waH  returned.     That  stateMient  seemed  to 
me  to  corre.-por.  I  in  every  rr.=pect  with  the  statemont  which  .Mr    D.xon 
read  in    his   lodumjz.s  on  the  night   above   referred    to.     No  part  of   it 
seemed   new  to   me.       Even   the  details   were   quite   fan,iliar  to  me      I 
remember  distinctly   all   the  fact^  therein  .ot   forth,    but  I  cannot  .ay 
th:..   the   ,,hra.=eclogy   of   the  statement,  as   r.ad   in   Court,   is  the  ..ame 
as  was  read  ,n  .Mr.  Dixons  house.     I  remember,  however,  some  of  the 
pre.i.-e   ex,,re.sions   apprarine   in   t!,n  statement,  in  particular.    "  them 
brutes  of  cats,      "  hand  your  ill   tonRue,"   the  oath  on  the  Bible   that 
she  would   never  tell  to  man,   wun-an,  or  child   what  she  had  seen.     1 
remember  d.^tmctly  .he  de.<.cription   of  how  the  won.an   wa.=  lying  after 
he  pr,.«oner  returned  with  the  whi.ky-with  her  arm  below  her      Also 
that  old   P  eming  would   make  everything  ri.ht  to  Jess;   this    as  well 
OB   other    things.     I    cannot  recollect    whcth-r  there    wa.s    anything    in 
the    notes   read    in    Mr.    Dixon's    house    about    the    silverplate    of   Mr. 
Fleming     and   clothing  of   the  decca.sed,   and   my   rea..on   .'or  not  being 

Zn    .":>"•  ''''  '  '""  '""  '""-^'y  '''''  ■"  ""^  —papers  the  account 

given    by    the   prisoner   at   hor   apprehension,    regarding  these   articles. 

and  that  has  produced  a  little  confusion  in  my  mind  on  the  subject 

K.U'ar,,,,,    the  story    of    the   miikboy.   re.Vned    U.   in    the   p,%„„er> 

atemcut,   1   wish  to  state  that  I  am  satu.Hed  that  on  the  night  that 

he  note,  were  read  m  Mr.  Dixon's  house,  neither  he  nor  Mr    Strachan 

1--V  «nat  the  unlkl.,,-  co„!,l  s,,v.  a,.!   in,!,..,!   had  not  sc.„  him;    and 

Mlmt  thevV  ,    ;"'  r:  '"'''n'r^  "^^^  "'""^  ^•^^  ^•'^««'  ^"-^  "^  then 
told   me   they    had    f..und   the    m.^kboy.    an.l   his   evidence  would    ho   of 

.mp<,rtance.    because    Fleming,    in    his   declaration,    had   said    that   the 

^ay   that   the   front  door   was  either  locked   or  chained,   so   that  either 
l-Ieming  must  have  done  the  deed,  or  let  the  person  ,n,t  who  did  it 

hen  the  notes  were  read  in  Dixon's  hou.^e,  neither  he  nor  Strachan 
could  say  whether  tlu.y  could  or  cculd  not  b.  ..u^oborated  in  any  par- 
ticulars-  and  I  tlierefore  adv,..d  them  not  to  make  any  use  of' them 
by  adopting  that  .statement  as  their  line  of  defence.  A  few  days,  how- 
ever, before  the  trial,  they  informed  me  that  the  statement  ^ould  be 
curroborated  ,n  .evoral  particular.s  and  th..n  I  advi.=ea  them  to  use  it. 
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Jamks  Galbbaith,  writer  in  Glasgow,  says —  j,  Galbrklth 

From  the  date  of  Mrs.  M'Lachlan's  appreliension,  I  was  from  time 
to  time  ui  i.:oiiiiiiuiiiiution  with  her  agents.  On  the  22nd  August  last 
I  was  detained  in  Olaiit^ow  over  night,  instead  of  poinK  to  Rothesay, 
where  my  family  were  then  resident,  and  in  the  evening  I  met  Strachan 
and  Di.xon,  and  we  talked  about  the  evidence.  I  that  night  got  from 
I., em  the  material  facts  contained  in  the  statement  of  Mrs.  iVI'Lachlan, 
as  read  after  her  trial.  I  recollect  di.^tinctly  of  being  told,  that  she 
blamed  old  Fleming  for  having  infl  icd  all  th(>  blows  upon  Jessie 
M  Ther.son ;  farther  about  the  oath  on  a  Bible;  abo,  that  she  had 
been  out  of  Fleming's  'loiise  for  whisky  before  the  fir.'^t  blow  was 
inflicted  ;  also  what  is  stated  about  the  bathing  of  deceased's  body  ; 
the  spilling,  by  old  Fleming,  of  the  basin  of  water  on  her  clothes.  1 
have  a  va^ue  recollection  of  tlu;  millcboy  being  named,  but  1  am 
rather  inclined  to  think  that  on  that  point  my  recoUjction  may  have 
been  influenced  by  what  has  been  published  since,  1  think  I  was 
then  told  of  the  deceased  being  taken  from  the  bedroom  to  the  kitchen 
before  she  was  dead.  I  recollect  distinctly  of  being  informed  that 
the  priiiouer  had  said,  that  deceased  told  her,  that  old  Fleming  had 
been  tipsy  on  a  certain  night,  and  had  come  into  her  bed,  and  that 
the  deceased  held  this  circumstance  as  a  threat  over  the  old  man's 
head,  and  threatened  to  tell  his  son.  I  never  saw  the  notes  of  the 
prisoner's  statement,  nor  any  copy  of  them  ;  but  the  general  tenor  of 
the  statement  made  to  me  by  Dixon  and  Strachan  coincided  with  the 
statement  as  read  after  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  returned 

I  may  mention  llint  the  au'ents  from  time  lo  time  consulted  with  me 
regarding  the  conduct  of  the  defence. 


Agkes  Wabdbope  or  Christie,  aged  26,  says —  J^_  Christie 

I  reside  at  65  Taylor  Street,  Glasgow ;  I  was  confined  in  the  pri.son 
of  Glasgow  for  ten  weeks  prior  to  9th  September  last,  on  an  alleged 
charge  of  robbery  or  theft,  which  was  departed  from  as  against  me. 

I  was  committed  to  the  prison  of  (ilaseow  on  a  Tuesday  (1st  ,Tuly), 
and  the  convict,  Jessie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lachlan.  was  sent  there  following 
Monday  week.  She  w;is  put  into  the  same  cell  with  me  and  Catherine 
Fairlie  oi  Smith  on  said  Monday  (14  July) ;  and  I  was  with  her  in 
that  cell  for  eight  weeks  thereafter,  her  cimipanion  by  day  and  night. 
She  was  placed  in  the  cell  between  six  and  .-;even  o'clock  on  said  Monday 
evening.  She  looked  very  sad  rmd  depres.sed.  According  to  a  custom 
among  prisonei'S.  I  ;isked  her  what  she  was  imprisoned  for,  when  she 
answered  or  rather  remarked,  that  wc  mm^l  ha\  l-  heard  of  the  case  of 
murder  in  Sandyford.  of  the  old  ii'in  killing  his  servant,  and  that  she 
was  in  for  the  same  imlter.  I  had  heard  of  that  occurrence  before  then, 
and  also  of  the  rumours  about  olil  Fleming,  but  not  of  his  commitment. 

When  she  made  that  statemen'  I  said.  "  Dear  me,  are  you  in  for 
that?  "  to  which  she  replied,  "Oh,  no,  Mr.  Fleming  is  in  for  it"; 
adding,  that  she  had  b<.cn  two  \i^ars  a  servant  in  Fleming's  house; 
that   old    Fleming    had    come    to   her    house   between    seven    and   tight 
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A.  Christie  ocl     k    r-i    th.   l-riday   n,;;ht  of   or  bofore  the   murder,   with    a   lot  of 
B'.-  .  .plate,  which  he  dcvsired  her  to  pawn,  not  in  the  name  of  Fleming 
lest  nis  f=on  should  know,  but  in  the  name  of  a  niece  of  his  ■  and  .is  an 
addie.vs  tho  hou.=o  FleminE.s  had  occupied  before  they  wnnt  to  S.indv- 
ford    Place.     She    .aid    FleminR    had    told   her   to   get    an   advance    of 
teiO.-..   on  the  r'«te  and  bej  the  broker  to  cet  eood  care  taken  of  it 
as  It  would  not  be  lone;.     FarJirr.  thnt   .oh:-  had   on  Saturday    pledged 
the   plate   m   Lun.Iies'    pawn    for   £6   IQ..,   that   Fle-uing    came  to   her 
hou.se   about  a   quarUr-past  three  oVlock    on   Saturday;  and   she    had 
then  Riven  him  the  whole  money  .she  got  for  the  plate,  without  his 
giving  any  part  of  the  money  to  her  a«  a  recompense  for  her  trouble 
And,  continued  she,   "  Old   Fleming  is  now   denying   that  he   cave  me 
the   plate,  that  he  knows  me   at  all  "  ;   .nnd    th.it  in    can.^equence    .h 
had    been    apprehended,    and    put    in    prison.        She    de.lir.d    her-clf 
innocent  of  the  murder,  nor  did  .he  then  accu.'e  old  Fleming  of  it.   or 
fr"e  him.       She  was  not  very  communicative. 

Ei  :ht  days  aft^^r  rhe  carue  to  pri.son,  on  a  Mond.ny  night,  ^he  received 
her  copy  --nnnttal,  and  ,.n  the  Tuesday  or  Wedne.^day  afterwards 
(It)  and  15  July),  an  agent  whcoe  namj  is  Mr  Wibon  came  and 
v:sited  her.  They  conferred  in  a  private  room  out  of  mv  heering  for 
about  two  hours  together.  I  a-Mu'd  tho  nMnre  of  her  interview  with 
the  agent,  to  which  she  answered  th.nt  >l,e  had  told  him  all  about  getting 
the  Pilverplate  from  old  Fleming,  th.it  he  harl  ai=ked  whether  any  one 
had  seen  Fleming  give  it  her;  and  tl  ;.t  sh.  Ind  t<,M  ),i.„  „o  one  had 
econ  him.  .illhough  her  neiL'hbour  w:is  in  the  other  end  of  the  l-.oufe  at 
tho  time,  puttim;  her  child  t..  be,i,  .and  tliat  .^he  might  hnve  heard  his 
voice. 

Another  agent,   a    Mr.    Dixon,    visited    her,   I    think,   ne.xt   day    after 
Mr.   Wil.^nn  called,  and  after  him  came  a  third  agent,  a  !\I-    S|",achan 
The  agents  thereafter  continued  to  vi.sit  her  frequentlv,  Fonictmies  two 
of  them  together.       All  flieir  meetinu.s  tonk  j.lace  out"  of  my  ^igllt  and 
hearing,  and  I  i  anm.t  tell   whiit   pas.sed  thereat. 

By  and  by.  after  con.sultation  with  her  ngent.^  f\u-  becime  lew 
disposed  to  talk  on  the  subject  of  the  murder;  and  when  the  woman 
Fairlie  or  I  happened  to  refer  to  it.  making  nnv  inquiry  at  her  she 
used  to  t,ll  us  that  by  the  advice  of  her  agents  she  waii  to  make  no 
Btatements  )o  u.s  on  the  m.'itter;  and  further,  that  her  agents  had 
informed  her  th.it  but  f.r  the  declnrations  she  m.ido  at  the  County 
Buildings  l,efoie  the  .Sherift.  she  would  not  have  been  still  n  prr^on  • 
nnd  she  expres..ed  n  wi.^h  that  the  C.unty  Buildings  might  be  taken 
on  fire,  nmi  all  (he  deelaratums  and  book/*  burned.  Hy  direction  of 
the  agents,  as  she  said.  :he  was  for  scvenil  days  engaged  writing  down 
on  note  pai>er  a  long  statement,  which  she  said  wa.s  a  copy  of  what 
•he  had  stated  ns  her  declaration-  so  far  as  she  remembeVcd,  to  be 
given  to  her  agenU ;  and  though  1  <li,|  not  see  it,  I  believe  'it  wa*, 
banded  to  the  agenti. 

About  three    weeks  after   her  commitment    I    he.ird.   in    taking  my 
exercise   on   the    pri.son    green,   that   ol.l    Fleming   had    been    liberated 
and   when    I   returned   to   my  cell  I   told    her  what    1    had    heard  ;    she 
hx)ke<i  very  eurprined,  could  apparently  sr.irce  believe  me,  and  salished 
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herself  on  the  point  by  inquiry  ai  the  w.-irder,  Mrs.  Uroadley.     Hearing  a.  Christie 


beyond  doubt  that  oM   !• 


liuf,'   na.1  liberated   she  cried  bitter'--,   pro- 


claimed  hiui  an  old  nnn.iercr,  said  he  had  done  the  deed,  and  that'the 
s-uilty  had  got  out  and  the  innocent  was  kept  in ;  but  she  stated  if 
sht  had  had  money  she  would  have  pot  out  as  weU  as  him.  Fleming's 
liberation  afTectcd  her  spirit?  considerably.  She  was  exceedingly  sad 
for  two  days  after  hearing  of  it. 

She  expres.«ed  no  ren.^on  for  beina  sorry  at  giving  the  declarations  in 
•he  County  Building.s,  and  did  not  insinuate  that  they  were  fal.^e.  She 
wrote  a  great  deal  after  grieving  over  the  declarations,  e^pe.iaUy  before 
licr  agents  were  to  call,  in  order  that  they  might  get  what  she  had 
written  ;  but  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  what  she  wrote,  for  I  cannot 
read,  and  she  did  not  tell  us  .vh^t  she  wa.s  writing,  except  that  she 
said  she  was  trying  to  mind  what  she  h;ul  said  in  the  County  Buildings; 
her  agents  never  spoke  to  me. 

The  last  visit  she  received  from  them  before  my  liberation  was  the 
I-nday  before  that  event  (5  September).  I  cannot  tell  «hat  took  place 
at  ihat   iiioctiuL'.  any  ii'oic  than  I  cm  rlo  as  to  the  n  st. 

I  remember  her  once  s.iyinL'  the  agents  h.ul  told  her  that  when  old 
Heming  was  being  examined  against  her  in  Court,  she  wa.s  to  r  .-e  up 
and  confront  him,  saying,  "Mr.  Fleming,  w;us  it  mo  tiiat  did  the 
dcci?  ■  ..vhen  there  wa-  no  duiilit  lie  would  .-hiidd,  i  al  it.  iiiid  that 
It  would  be  seen  he  had  done  it;  further,  that  she  was  U,  kcei.  herself 
very  calm.  .She  used  to  p.-ncil  soni.llung  on  a  slate  about  a  fortnight 
before  my  liberation,  and  she  explained  it  was  a  chapter  in  the  Bible 
ehe  was  writing;,  and  learning  on  her  memory,  and  that  tiie  would 
repeat  it   at   the   Court   at   her  trial. 

She  8tat<>d  she  was  very  sorry  for  the  murdered  woman,  Jessie 
M  I'hersoii:  that  she  was  a  nuo  i.ci..on.  with  whom  she  wa.s  on  g(K)d 
friendly  terms,  and  that  old  Fleming  had  ofTered  to  marry  her.  and 
put  her  ill  a  house  of  three  rooms  and  a  kitchen. 

She  ako  stated,  as  the  motive  for  Fleming  killing  M'l'her.-on  that 
Jessie  had  said  she  was  going  to  Australia,  and  that  Fiennng  was 
spited  for  her  wisiiing  to  go  there  and  refusing  to  marry   him 

Slie  mentioned,  not  loni;  aft-er  her  conmiitment,  that  the  ir  Ik  i..-i 
bad  called  at  Flrming's  house  on  the  Saturday  morning;  that  old 
llomi,  g  had  answered  the  door  and  taken  in  the  milk;  that  the  lad 
from  the  country  had  called,  imju.nng  for  Jessie,  both  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  and  old  Fleming  had  told  him  she  wa«  not  in-  uNo  that 
shirty,  a  ve.n.  and  a  pair  „f  tiou.-er.,  „f  old  Flemim;  had  been  ^„i  ,„ 
his  drawers,  all  stained  with  bl.wd.  I  understood  her  to  mean  eho 
b.id  got  this  information  in  the  newspapers  iM'toro  she  w««  brought 
to   prison.  " 

I  I'f-ar'i  '"  prison,  on  the  green,  one  day  I  wa..  walking,  (hat  a 
bund  e  of  bIcKidy  clothes,  8upp,^.ed  to  refer  to  the  Sundyford  murder 
bad  biH-n  found  at  Hamilton,  and  on  returning  tu  the  cell  I  asked  at 
1-  r ''"''''•■'"  'f  "''"  '""'  ""y  acquaintances  in  Handllon ;  she 
replied  she  had  acquaintances  there,  and  inquired  why  I  .-..vkcd  th« 
question;  l  inforrried  her  because  a  bundle  of  clothes  had  b^cn  foun<J 
•bere,  on  winch  she  looked  amazed  and  confused;  but  I  did  not  r'.it   it 


Mrs.  M'Lachlan. 

A.  Christie  to  her  whether  she  had  plared  the  bundle  at  Hamilton,  and  *he  con- 
versation immediately  turned  to  another  suhject.  Before  I  left  prison, 
she  paid  she  was  pure  she  would  be  acquitted  at  the  trial  ;  that  the 
agents  had  told  her  so  ;  and  mvited  me  to  call  at  her  lioufe  afti-rwards 
and  have  tea  with  her. 


C.  Falrley 


C\rHEtUNE    Fmiu.ey. 


aL^c, 


30, 


-ays — 


I  reside  at  65  Taylor  Street,  01as!:ow.  1  was  committed  to  Glasgow 
prison  on  an  alleged  charge  of  theft,  on  1st  July,  and  waa  liberated 
22nd  AuBiist.  I  was  an  occu,.,niit  of  the  same  cell  with  convict  Jessie 
M'Lachlari   for  five  weeks  prior  to  my  liberation. 

She  blamed  old  Fleming  for  giving'  her  the  silvrndiite  to  pledge  on 
the  Friday  evening;  denied  the  murder  of  Jes.-;ie  MPherson.  and"  said 
all  .«he  had  done  was  pledging  the  silverplate.  and  that  was  merely 
to  oblige  old  Fleming;  but  iinw  she  saw  he  ha<i  laid  a  trap  for  her. 
She  denied  tli:.t  she  had  bc^^n  at  Fleming's  house  on  the  night  of  the 
murder. 

After  che  h:id  .-een  her  agents  she  taid  she  wi.^hed  she  had  made  no 
declaration  at  the  County  Buildings,  it  would  have  been  better  for 
her  she  h,id  not,  and  that  she  would  like  the  Countv  Buddings  would 
take  fire  and  burn  them.  She  said  she  did  not  mind  all  she  had  said 
m   her  drclaralions. 

One  of  her  agents  wa.^'  with  her  the  next  dav  after  she  received  her 
commitment,  and  one  or  more  ,,f  them  called  verv  frequently  after- 
wards, but  T  had  no  opportunity  of  bearing  what  took  place  at  their 
meetings.  She  was  le.ss  communicative  after  being  visited  by  the 
agents,  who  she  said  bade  her  not  speak  with  us  on  the  subject  of  her 
case.  When  she  heard  that  old  Fleming  was  liberated  she  called 
hKi  an  rid  r,ascal,  and  remarked  that  she  should  be  let  away  too  for 
be  had  laid  the  trap  for  her  When  news  of  the  bloo.ly  "lothe's  at 
Hamiltim  being  found  came  to  her  ears,  she,  in  aruswer  to  Agnes 
Wardrope.  stated  she  had  m.  friends  in  Hamilton,  but  she  bad 
acqua.ntance.s.  with  whom,  bowev.  r.  she  kept  no  correspondence 

She  used  to  write  a  g.xxl  deal  in  her  cell,  for  her  agent.s  1  under- 
stood, but  I  <annot  tell  what  she  wrote,  for  1  cannot  read,  and  she 
did  not  tell  us  what  she  was  writing. 

I  never  saw  her  agents  handing  her  any  pap,  ,s  ;  we  had  no  meana 
of  Hcnng  t.ial,  ,.s  th.'ir  lutrrvicws  t.mk  ph.c«  apart  fr..,„  ,„,..  [  never 
heard  her  raying  she  would  make  or  read  a  statement  at  the  trial- 
and,  down  to  the  time  I  left  prison,  she  nev^r  hinted  to  me  that  she 
had  b<en  m  I'leming'a  house  on  the  night  of  the  murder. 
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(2)    Notes     of    the    Statements    of    Witnesses    Examined    before 
t.HORGE  Young.  Esq.,  Advocate,  in  Regard  to  the  CA=iE  of  Mes 

-\I  Lachlan. 

(The  portions  of  tlio  statements  of  (hps«  witnps.s^g.  wliirh  had  rrovionsl-- 
been  taken  before  the  Slionff,  are  indicated  in  the  text.) 


(P.efo-e  Mr.    Youinj.) 

Gh.=f;ow,    17   October  1862. 

John  Fleming.  Son  of  old  Mr.  Kleminu,  and  a  Witness  at  the  Trial.      j.  Fleming 

It  v,a.=  from  eight  to  ten  on  the  Monday  evenint;  that  I  mi.«.«,-d  the 
plat*.  I  wa.s  the  fir.-^t  to  mi.«s  it  ;  I  wa.s  looking  through  the  sideboard 
drawer?  to  see  if  anything  were  ami.=.=ing.  There  were  two  detectives 
in  the  house  at  the  time,  and  I  think  one  of  them  was  present.  Besides 
the  articles  taken  away,  and  afterwards  recovered  in  the  pawnbroker's 
tiiere  were  in  the  onen  win'j  of  the  .'ideboard— 

1st.   A  Silver  Teapot  and  Stand. 
2nd.  A  Silver  Cream  Jii!,'. 

The  spr.ons  and  forks  which  were  taken  .should  have  been  in  the 
Hiding  .shelves  immediately  above  the  space  where  the  teapot,  &c  were 
I  he  teapot  and  stand,  and  cream  jug,  I  found  all  right.  I  .sji.juld  think 
any  one  who  opened  the  door  of  the  wing  wliere  tliev  were,  and  who 
.-a.v  the  spoon.'^  which  were  taken,  must  have  seen  them.  I  have  often 
thought  that  if  the  spoons,  &c.,  were  in  the  shelves,  it  was  odd  the 
teapot.  4c..  were  not  al.<^o  taken.  .My  own  ide.i  w.u.  that  the  spoons. 
&c..  had  been  (airicd  dowMst,i,r.s  bv  the  wrvant  to  he  cleaned  The 
circumstan.e  of  the  cruet  frame  being  found  in  her  room  whi'e  the 
bottle.,  belonging  Uj  it  w,re  standing  on  tlie  .s.dehoard,  .suggested  this 
Idea  The  cruet  frame  wa*  plated  In  il„.  d,n,ng-room  press  a  ca=e 
of  silver  des.,ert  knive.-<  and  fork.,  w.-i.s  kept,  but  that  press  was  kn-ked 

When  I   was  at  home  my  father  dined  with  me  and  iny  son  aiwavs 
and  tiio  spoons,  4c.,  which  were  taken   were  in  daily  use 

I  he  -ugar  basin  of  the  tea  service  (..ih.er)  was  in  an  o,K-n  press  ,n 
the  parlour  behind  the  dining-room.  I  had  put  it  there  myself- 
indeed  it  was  (renerally  there  for  convenience.  .,..  ,(  w.-ts  used  in  the 
evening,  and  we  generally  sat  in  the  parlout  ,n  the  evening  My 
father  took  no  charge  of  the  silver;  the  servant  had  the  whole  charge 
She  was  a  trustworthy  r^rson.  bo  much  80,  that  when  fho  first  went 
away  to  commence  a  fhop  I  was  Borry  to  lose  her.  I  kept  the  hou-e  in 
town  open  principally  on  my  fatherV  account,  a.-  he  did  not  "like 
trave  hng  back  and  forward.  During  the  summer.  I  gceraliv  dine,l 
and  slept  at  Sandyford  I'lace  on  .Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Thursday 

My  fathers  general  health  was  g,K,d.  but  he  was  not  »tron«,  and 
waa  subject  to  cold...  He  .enernliy  went  to  bed  about  nin/in  the 
evening  and  for  some  years  back  he  has  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
riBinK  till  after  nine  in  the  morning,  except  on  the  Mondav  morning 
He  generaUy  got  his  porridge  in  his  bed  between  eight  and'nine  after 
a 
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J.  Fleming  tho  milk  was  broiitrht.  which  was  always  about  ei.rht  or  shortly  after, 
and  I  am  sure  never  before  eieht  that  I  heard  of.  I  always  heard  Iho 
bell  rin?.  It  was  generally  the  first  rinf;  at  the  door  of  a  morning. 
He  usually  got  a  cup  of  tea  after  my  son  and  I  had  gone  to  town. 
We  went  about  t<>n.  He  has  not.  that  I  am  awaro  of,  got  up  till 
after  nine  for  some  years,  except  on  Monday.  He  m.iv  have  done  so 
on  an  occasion,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  it.  On  Mondays  he  was  generally 
away  to  town  about  eight  or  shortly  after.  He  went  to  collect  icnt.s 
that  day  from  tenant.?  who  were  labourers.  It  was  the  servant  who 
took  his  porridge  to  his  bedroom,  and  I  understood  he  got  the  milk 
that  came  in  the  morning.  It  came  rpt;ularly  ;  I  generally  left  some 
whisky  in  the  parlour  pres.s.  which  bo;h  the  old  man  :md  "the  .«orvant 
had  access  to.  I  don't  think  I  had  ever  any  reason  to  complain  of 
his  using  too  much.  It  was  never  left  in  thnt  quantity  that  I  could 
make  any  serious  complaint  about  it.  I  can't  say  that  I  n.ay  not 
have  made  the  remark  that  too  much  had  been  used.  I  never  said 
so  to  him  or  the  servant ;  I  may  have  said  to  my  sister  when  we  were 
all  at  home,  "  JIaggie,  how  qnicldy  that  bottle  goes  down."  My 
sL=ter  lives  with   me. 

The  decea.=ed  had  no  followers  that  I  knew  of.  except  Mary  Pownie 
and  a  lialf-sister,  who  married  a  man  in  Greenock.  So  far  a.s  I  knew, 
no  one  was  in  the  habit  of  staying  all  night  with  her.  No  one  ever 
told  me  that  her  half-sister  or  any  one  remained  all  night  with  her. 
!\Iy  father  had  a  high  opinion  of  her  as  an  attentive,  industrious 
woman.  Such  an  idea  as  that  he  micht  marry  her  never  occurred 
to  me.  He  never  took  any  mcala  m  tho  kitchen  that  I  knew  of,  but  he 
was  so  homely  that  I  .--hould  not  be  surpii.-^ed  if  lie  did  when  I  w.aa 
nway.  I  have  heard  my  sister  say  that  Jess  was  thinking  of  emigrating. 
My  father  is  einhty-.seven  ;  I  produce  a  cei(i!icat-e  oi  his  baptism, 
which  he  kept  in  his  diawor.  and  which  I  have  .'■rcn  often. 


R.  Stewart 


(Ihfnrr    thf    Sh.rUr.    30   Srptnnl,<r    Vdi2.) 
P.onEET  Sxrw.MiT  says — 

I  am  a  jeweller  in  Glasgow,  and  reside  at  1C  .-Jandyford  Tlaco  there. 

-My  hoi,se  adjoins  Mr.  Fleming's  on  tho  west.  On  the  niglit  of 
Friday,  4th  July,  I  reached  home  about  half-past  fen  o'clock.  The 
members  of  my  family  were  all  at  that  time  in  the  country,  having 
left  town  by  the  ArJrossan  boat  at  or  about  a  quarter  to  one  "that  day. 
A  fem,-i!e  servant.  Elizabeth  Hrownlie,  and  a  little  girl,  Elizabeth 
Campbell,  aged  about  twelve,  daughtir  of  a  woman  who  occasionally 
assists  in  deaninu'  the  house,  were  the  only  parties  in  tlie  house  when 
I  reached  it.  This  little  girl  came  to  the  I-.oubc  during  the  evening, 
and  stayed  all  night  with  the  servant,  to  keep  her  company.  The 
girl's  parents  live  in  College  Street,  west.  Immediately  after  reaching 
borne,  I  called  the  servant  upstairs,  where  we  liad  worship,  and  about 
eleven  o'clock  I  went  to  bed.  I  don't  know  when  'he  servant  went 
to  bed.  I  never  was  in  Fleming's  liouse,  but  1  believe  hi.s  house  and 
mine  to  have  the  same  accommodation,  and  to  be  built  in  the  same 
a>;3 
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I.lan.       Mj    bedrrK."!   is   on    the    crmin.l   floor,   f.icinu'  the    front   door.  H.  Stewart 

On  Kettint!  into  b.^i.  I  placed  myself  in  a  half  pitting,  half  lying  [wtiire, 

with  my   head  restin-   on  the   board   of   the   bed,   and    the   bed-clothes 

only  partially  coverinc;  me  :  and  in  that  po.'^ition  I  fell  asleep.     I  must 

have  fallen  a.«leep   very  soon  after.     I   wakened  in  a  fright.     I   should 

not  like  to  .<:ay  it  was  a  scream  that  wakened  me,   but  mv  impression 

IS  that  It  was.     My  tir.-^t  thought  on  wakening,  and  I  i-aid  Lo  to  niv.-^elf, 

was,   "What  can   that  be?    It's  surely  not  in   the   room,  there's   no 

person  in   the  house."       Instead  of  rising  to  see  what  o'clock  it  was, 

I   looked  round   to  the  window,   which   is  at  the  side  of  the   bed.  and 

about  5  or  6  feet  from  it,  and  saw  that  it  was  dark,  as  dark  as  when 

I  went  to  bed.     I   am  perfectly  sure   of  that.     I   did  not   look  at   my 

v.atch;  I  cannot   therefore  say   what   o'clock  it   was,  but   I  could    not 

have  slept   long,   r.nd   my  impr.-ssinn   is  it  was  not   after  one   o'clock. 

The  sun  rose  at  3.41  that  nunning.     Finding  everything  quiet,  I  com- 

pcse-1  myself  to  sleep,  and  did  not  waken  again  ti]l  about  seven  o'clock, 

which  is  my  usual  time  for  ri?ing.     I  left  (he  house  .shortly  after  nine. 

I  have  a  very  confused  idea  of  the  description  of  erream  referred  to. 
At  the  time  I  heard  it,  I  formed  no  opinion  of  who  made  the  scream, 
or  where  it  came  from.  There  was  just  the  one  scream.  I  %\a.s  in  no 
dream  at  the  time.     I  am  quite  sure  of  that. 

When  the  murder  was  discovered,  but  not  before  then,  I  mentioned 
t"  my  wiie  about  the  .Mroam  :  and  on  rcarlim.:  i-  the  ii.'wf:jia|icrs  .id 
Mr.  Fleming's  statement  about  squeals  at  four  in  the  morning  1 
remarked  to  my  wife  that  if  ever  the  truth  came  out  about  the  e.x'act 
time  when  (he  murder  was  committed,  it  would  turn  out  to  havn  been 
at  midniglii. 

Up  to  tliis  time  I  have  formed  no  opinion  as  to  where  the  scream 
came  from,  although  in  my  own  mind,  since  the  difcoverv  of  the 
murder,  I  have  connected  the  scream  with  Fleming's  house.  The  par- 
tition wall  of  my  bedroom  i3  thin,  an-1  you  can  hear  loud  reading  or 
voices  from  the  adjoining  room  in  Fleming's  ho-ose.  The  partiti.m  wall 
1^  with.n  4  inches  of  the  head  of  my  bed ;  or  rather,  my  head  in 
the  position  It  was  that  night,  w.as  within  that  distance  of  the  walJ 

J  y  servant  and  .he  little  girl  slept  that  niirht  in  the  lauiuir.  in  the 
mink  flat.  I  would  more  readily  hear  .iiiy  noise  in  Fleming's  hou.-e, 
tinm  ,nv  \...lr,...n,  ,i:,„  my  ..  rv.iul  would  fn,„,  Imts  ;  ,u  i,.,,t  I  think 
.so_  1   heard  no  other  unusual  sounds   that  night  or  morning. 

ihe  I  rocurator-lipcal  ..=aw  me  in  my  shoii  shortiv  after  tl:e  murder 
I  do  not  remember  his  asking  me  if  I  had  heard  any  noise  in  my  houiio 
..n   the  Slid    I-nday  n.d.t.       I   t„ld   him    I  could  give   no  information. 

'^••1  '";t  then  make  any  allii.Mon  to  the  circumstances  before  spoken 
0,  on  the  Lriday  night.  and  I  did  not  give  h,m  any  informati.  n  on 
(he  subject  until  the  Monday  after  the  trial  of  Jessie  MTntch  or 
MLachlan.  and  I  then  introduced  (he  subjcc(  by  telling  him  that  1 
had  frequently  thought  of  telling  him  of  it,  but  that  1  Jid  not  th.nk 
It  o(  any  use. 

(/H/,;re   Mr.    Younj) 

_    It   may   havo   been  a   quarter   of  an    hour,   nr  ,t   may   have    been    two 
!.u-::i  aurr   i  u.l  u-\.-p   lii.u    i    ua«   a-\ai;cncd;  1  c»n,i<jt  t^^ll      I   went 
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R.  SUwartto  bed  at  ulevpn,  and  fell  x^loqi  immediately.  I  would  not  like  to 
swear  it,  hut  I  feel  sure  it  was  a  voice,  ii  Iviman  voice,  which  made 
the  noifo  that  awoke  mo.  The  noise  may  have  been  not  later  than 
a  quarter  pa-H  eleven,  or  it  may  have  been  one  o'clock,  or  between 
these  hours;  it  was  not  later  than  one,  or  there  would  have  been  tome 
light,  and  there  was  none.     There  were  no  shutters  on  the  window. 


J.  Fleming, 
Jun. 


J< 


l'"l.EMIN(T 


iUforti  Mr.    Yourr/j.) 
junior.  ,1  Witness  examined  at  (he  Trial- 


'm 


i^ 


tluiiir.    and    said, 

all    he    .laid.        1 

I  think  he  .''aid 


VMicn  I  went  to  Sandyford  I'lace  on  the  Monday  afternoon,  my 
erandfather  was  taking  in  meat  from  a  butcher's  boy  .at  t)ie  front  door. 
I  asked  him  where  the  servant  wa.=.  He  answered,  "  Sh{>  ha.s  cut  ;  .-hes 
away;  1  have  not  seen  her  since  Friday,  ami  her  door's  locked."'  Tl  :s 
was  said  after  he  had  taken  in  the  meat,  and  wo  were  inside  the 
house  and  the  door  .^hut.  We  went  into  the  parlour  ami  I  asked  him 
some  questions.  I  asked  if  he  had  never  thought  of  opening  her  door 
and  he  .^aid  "No."  I  was  blowing  him  up;  1  was  rather  .=  !ion2  in 
6pea,.inc  U,  him,  for  I  was  sure  there  wa<  .--omething  wrong.  I  fell 
queer  myself,  for  I  thou-ht  there  was  sometlrnt:  up  when  I  he.ir,l  that 
her  Joor  was  lock,-'.). 

Interrogated— 

What  <iiJ  you  think  wa.=  up'-I  thought  she  was  dead;  I  could  not 
believe  she  would  go  aw,,y.  .«he  had  been  so  long  with  u.  :  and  I  think 
I  made  the  remark,  "  Had  he  never  thoutrht  ehe  might  be  d.-ad''  "  I 
can't  mind  what  he  said;  he  just  looked  and  stared,  when  I  put  the 
question,  a-;  if  he  had  never  thought  of  any  f^iuh 
"  I  have  not  seen  her  since  Friday."  Th.it  wa.'' 
recollect  him  s.aying,  "  Dead  or  not  dead,  she's  .-iwny. 
this  before  my  father  came. 

What  was  your  impression  when  you  ,-av.-  the  body  and  !li -  woiind«'- 
I  thought,  perhaps,  she  and  some  old  hiver  had  quarrelled-  I  could 
form  no  idea  of  it  at  all.  I  think  my  grandfather  sai.l  the  front 
door  was  on  the  hatch;  but  noihmL',  that  I  remember,  of  the  pantry 
window.  1  think  It  was  ecrly  in  the  evening  that  mv  f.ithcr  searched 
tho  sideboard. 

The  .silver  tea  service  u.'Ji^ally  stood  in  the  dinintr-roam  press  loc'Kcd 
up;  but  whether  it  was  there  that  dav  I  cannot  say.  It  might  have 
been  in  the  sidcbo.ard.  Thero  were  two  silver  tea  .services  m  tho 
house.  I  am  spe.-iking  not  of  the  one  which  wiu-*  in  dailv  u.'^e  ;  that  in 
daily  us«  stood  in  the  press  in  the  lobby,  between  the  parlour  and  the 
dining-room  doors.  There  w.as  a  great  lot  of  talk  about  the  silver 
things:  but  I  cannot  remember  it.  I  never  thought  it  odd  that  my 
irrandfathcr  should  not  have  missed  the  spoons.  4c.,  that  were  taken 
The  spoons.  &c..  taken  were  usually  kept  in  the  sidehoar.l,  and  wcro 
used  daily  whenever  I  was  in  the  house,  and  my  grandfather  used  them 
like  the  rest. 

aiy    grandfather   generally    went    to   bed    In-tween   ,  ight    and    nine 
about  nine;  sometimes  earlier,  and  sometimes  lat.r.     He  never  got  up 


it; 


Appendix   III. 


.n  the  morning  till  my  fatlior  and  I  were  done  brenkfaft.     We   break-  j.  Plemlnff, 
fa-sted    at  half-past    nine.  His    porridfie    wa-'J    taken    to   him   in    hia     J""- 

bedroom  reguhirly  evpry  mornin>;  when  the  milkman  came;  after  the 
milk  camp.  He  cot  the  morniriu-V  milk  always.  The  milk  generally 
came  about  tight,  or  near  eight  ;  ratiier  before  it.  I  ha\e  seen  it  after 
eight,    perhaps,   ten  or  fifteen   miuutefi. 


sail 


Mary    MTntyiik,    dTe.s.=!maker,    77  Pert    Strrot,   CranftounLi!!,  M.  Bl'Intyre 

40  years  of   age — 

On  Friday  tlic  4th  of  July  last  I  was  sewing  all  day  to  Mr.<=.  Service, 
No.  8  Sandyford  Place.  S:  e,  and  her  husband  and  daughter,  had 
juht  ietiiin''<i  I'lo-i  Loii'ii'n  on  Thiiisday  MiL,lit  iSrd  July);  I  al,-i.  ?cwed 
with  her  on  the  Saturday,  and  the  Monday  and  Tuesday  following. 

1  was  Inliiidiiig  to  ,-I.-ep  at  No.  0  that  night,  but  1  went  dnwn  to  irv 
liouse,   77  Port  Street,  to  see  my   brother,   and   ascertain  how  he   hod 
been   getting  on  during   the  day   in  his  endeavour  to  get  a   ve.«.<el   for 
India.        It   was   about   ten    when   I   left   Sandyford    Pla<'e,    and    I   was 
ivturring    up   Klder.'-lie    Stieet   on    my   w:.y   bark    to    Sandyford    I'laie, 
about  eleven  o'clock.     At  Cranstounhil!.  wl:ich  is  on  tlio  south  fide  of 
the  Dumbarton  Road.  I  observed  the  spirit  shop  there  was  newly  shut, 
a.?   I   saw  tlie   l!,:ii;,-  there   under   tlie   door;  I   took   notice  of  this   cir- 
'■umstanco  at  the  ti:uc  ;i.s  I  passed,   because  I  had  not  thought  it  was 
fo  late  till  I  saw  it  must  be  after  elevnr.       I  went  str.aight  up  Flderslie 
Street,  keeping  the  west  side  of  the  .^tiovt,  and  when  1  arrived  at  the 
C'.'nicr   of   the  lane   behind   Sandyford    Place,    or  near  that,    I   taw  two 
women  standing   near  a  lamp  at  the   close  mouth  there  ;    I   thought  at 
tliC   time  one  of  tliem   wa.s  Mrs.    Walker,    whom  I   know   .juite  well  by 
ught.  ^but  I   took   no   particular   notice,   and   1  also    thought    the  other 
was    .Miss   Dykes;  I   passed   them   quite   close   on  the   pavement   where 
they  were  staniimg.      As  I  was  (oming  up  the  streec  towards  the  corner 
of  the  lane,  and  just  when  I  was  at  a.  low  woc'en  house  (a  shoemaker 
or  a  sweep's  office),  wliich  stands  on  the  west  side  of  the  street,  a  little 
below  the  mouth  of  the  lane,  I  saw  a  woman  pass  into  the  lane  before 
me;  she  was  dressed   in   a  grey   cloak  rr  shawl.    I   cannot  say   which; 
I   did  not  observe  any  other  part  of  her  dre.«s  :  slie  went  in  a'ong  the 
lane.     T  r.h^erved  a  man  coming  down  the  street,  who  passed  her  just 
as  she  entered  the  lane,  and  he  gave  a  look  into  her  face  and  went  on. 
\\hcn  I  came  up  to  where  Mrs.  Walker  and  Mi.-^s  Dykes  were  standing 
I   hoard  the;n  making  some  observations  on  the  woman  who  went  into 
the   lane,  the   purport  of  which  I   caught  in   passing   to   be.  what   wa.-? 
the  woman  doing  in  there.     I  distinctly  heard,   "  in  th-re  at  this  time 
of  night  "  ;  and  I  remember  that  when   I  heard  thorn  the  thought  iust 
rrofsed  my  mind,  what  will   they  think   cf  me  out  at  the  same   time. 
I  went  straight  past  them,  anc   -ound  ah  n-  the  ftrcet  opposite  Sandy- 
ford Place;  I   w.as   walking  pretty  quick  at  the  time.       When  I   camo 
to  the  opening  that  leads  into  No.  17  Sandyford  Place,  there  were  two 
or  throe  ladies,   and   I   think   a  gentleman  "with  them,   standing  at  the 
opening.     There  were  al.-t,  two  young  gentlemen,  not  apparently  belong- 
ng  to  tlie  otlicr  party.     These  people  were  all,   as  I   thought,  talking 
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M.  M'lntyre  of  fometiiint;    tha.    had    attiactcl    tlieir   attfntion.     As    I    can^o    up    I 
heard  one  of  them  .say,   ■'  I  heard  "  (addin-  some  words),   but  I   don't 
know   what;   and   another    said,    "I    think    it   came    from   that    house 
where  the  hght  is."     I  ,topt  to  linen,   but  I   heard  nothing;  and    the 
one  party  went  toward.  CharinR  Cross  and   the  other   in  tho  opposito 
u.rect.on  towards  Royal  Crescent.     The  two  youn^'  men  went  towards 
Royal  Crescent  ;    they  walked   on  very   rapidly,   and   I    walked   in  tho 
8ame   direction,   but   not   .-o   quick.     I   had   only  got  a  few   steps    on 
and  just  as  I  wa.s  onpo.^ite  No.   17,  I   was  rather  a  little  pa.«t  it  than 
oppo.-^ite  It,   but  certainly  not  past   No.    IG,    when    I    distinctly  heard 
.-onieth.n-    which   m.-ide    me  jtop    and   K^t.-.i ;    it    was    a    low,    waiiin- 
noise,    just   like   the   moaning   of   a    person    in    verv    great    distress 
It  was    my  irapre.ssion    at    the    time    that    it    was   the    moaning    of    a 
person  in  di.stress.       There   was   no  wind  that  nigiit,    a  calm   nicht  • 
tJie    sound    was    qvAle    di..tinct!y    audible   to    me,    a    moani:,L',    drl.^ful 
kind    of   sound,    which    rather  friRhtened    me,    and    I  thought    at   the 
time  tliat  it  came  from   tho   liousc    which  I    wa.s  ja^^t   barely   past   in 
Sandyford    Phce.   ^iz..    N„.    17.       I    did   not   think   of  the  number  at 
the    time,    but   I  have  since  examined   the   place    repeatedly,   and    am 
sure  It  was  No.   17;  it  came  from  the  house  where  a  light   was.     Tlie 
light  was  from   a   window,  or  it  may   have  been  two   windows   in   tho 
front  area ;  I  rather  think  there  was  no  light  in   the  hou.<ie  on   either 
side  of  this  one;  I  think  the  light  I  saw  proceeded  through  windows    or 
a  window  witii  white  blinds.       I  just  heard  the  one  moan  ;  I  stood  still 
a  few  moments,  and  felt  inclined  to  co  up  to  .-^ee  what  the  sound  wa.? 
but  I   felt  sort  of  frightened,   and   then   walked    hastily   o:\  to  No.    8 
I  was  on  the  road  outside  tho  shrubbery. 

On  y]andi.y  niijht,  7th  July,  I  was  in  "Mrs.  Service's.  Mrs  -lacSe'a 
cook-,  Mary  Mackiimon,  at  present  at  Islay  House  with  Mrs.  Jdactie, 
was  here,  ana  aL^o  Mrs,  Service's  girl,  Ann  Campbell,  at  present 
vvith  her  Iho  cook  came  in  with  the  news  that  there  was  a  murder 
nt  No.  17.  1  ,aid  to  Ann  Campbell  that  if  it  had  been  douo  on 
J^nday  iH^'ht  I  would  have  thought  it  was  what  I  heard  on  that 
night.  I  hav.3  rather  an  aversion  to  mention  thc.=e  tiiin-s  ■  and  I 
di.i  i:ot  think  it  of  any  conPcq-.cnce  at  the  time,  and  said  no  more 
about  It. 

I  would  not  have  mentioned  it  at  all,  but  that  some  of  my  friends 
to  v.-nom  1  related  ,t  advised  me  that  it  was  mv  dutv.  1  v.cnt  to 
consult  my  minister,  Mr.  M'Ewen,  and  an  elder,  whether-  I  ought  to  go 
forward  with  the  statement,  .a.  I  would  very  much  rather  not  have 
done  so.        Ihey  were  from  home,  but  Mrs.   M'Ewen  strongly  advised 


A.  Campbell  An.n  Cvmi-kell,  .Servant  with   .Mr.   and  M'rs,   Service,  No.  C  Sandyford 

Place. 

i  have  been  throo  years  there.      I  am  thirty-three  years  of  arre      Mv 

IL't         AHrv  M-rT    '■'"""''    ""■■"    ^""'^"    ""    '^''^""'^^>-'    3rd    July 
a^t.       Mary  M  Intyre   was   sewing  in  the   house   on  Friday,   4th  J.dv 

last,   and  al.so  on  the  following  Saturday,  Monday,   and  Tuesday.     She 
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had  bppn  staying;  with  mp  at  nights  for  some  weeks  when  the  family  a.  Campbell 
were  in  London  on  :i  vi=it.  On  the  Friday  she  left,  to  go  home  to 
see  her  brother,  at  ton  o'clock,  and  returned  about  twenty  minutea 
alt<?r  eleven.  I  said  somelhint;  about  her  beins  late  o:  coming  in, 
and  she  said  it  was  not  so  late  ;  that  she  had  Eec:i  a  niefsaK'e  boy  on 
the  street,  whom  she  had  thought  was  Mr.  Walker's,  and  I  said  I 
thought  it  Tvould  be  Miss  Dyke's.  I  don't  remember  of  her  saying 
anything  about  having  seen  ladies  or  gentlemt  n  on  the  street.  "  On 
-M'.nday,  7th  .July,  .Mr.-.  Claud  .Macfie  uame  to  cur  liou.-^e  from  Etlm- 
bur:;h,  on  her  way  to  Islay,  and  brought  two  servants  (cook  and 
tabbmaid)  with  her.  These  two  servants  went  out  about  nine 
that  evening,  and  came  back  about  ten,  or  a  little  after.  The  cook,  Mary 
Mackinnon,  told  us  tha'.  she  had  heard  of  a  murder  which  had  taken 
place  in  No.  17,  and  she  said  she  thought  the  name  of  the  ppojlQ  was 
Fleming;     and     Mary    MIntyre    was    present,    and    heard    it.  She 

(.M'Intyre)  said  if  it  had  taken  place  on  Friday  night  that  she  would 
have  thougiit  it  was  the  voice  she  heard  when  she  was  coming  home 
that  ni^;ht.  She  repeated  this  on  Tuesday  morning.  We  went  to 
Invrihip.  down  tl.o  Clyde,  un  llio  Wodno^day.  and  .she  cai.ie  the  fol- 
lowing week.  She  told  me,  either  there  or  ia  Cia.-gaw,  bof.jre  we 
left,  that  she  had  noticed  two  or  three  ladici  standing,  ai-d  two 
young  gentlemen,  opposite  Mr.  Fleming's  house,  on  the  outside  of 
the  strip  of  shrubbery,  and  that  they  were  standing  there  as  if  they 
had  talien  notice  of  something  about  the  house;  and  she  paid  .-lie  heard 
them  say  that  "  it  seennd  to  come  from  that  house  where  the  light 
wa.s  bur.iinp;."  After  she  heard  of  the  murder  she  seemed  to  be  put 
about,  connecting  what  she  had  hoard  on  the  Friday  ni^^ht  with  it. 

She  v.a.s  out  on  tiie  Saturday  nigiit  al-o,  from  about  ten  till  about 
eleven,  soeing  her  brother,  as  I  under.nand.  It  was  ^'••"'.  Service 
who  let  her  in  on  Ib.e  Fridny  night,  as  I  had  gone  to  bed.  I  let  her 
in  iiiyseli  en  the  Saturday  nii^l;t. 


Ml 


(Bcfoi-r  the  Sheriff,  30  Scpfcmhrr  1C62.) 
Je^.sie    M'Kenzi.'^  or    W.vt.ker,   aged    32,    snvs— 


Mrs.  J.  Walker 


1  saw  ,1  .=.:con(l  woman  coi!:,i;_;  ui)  Ekleislie  Street  at  the  time  1 
saw  the  woman  pass  into  the  lauo.  The  witne.-s,  Mary  M'Intyre,  haa 
on  the  same  kind  of  cloak.  There  was  also  a  man  going  down 
Eldcislie  Street,  and  he  pasicd  the  end  of  the  lane,  just  a  few  stepa 
before  tlie  woman.  Old  .Mr.  Fkniing  was  in  the  habit  of  wearing  a 
brown  loat.  I  saw  him  have  it  on  less  than  a  fortnight  before  the 
murder,  and  it  might  bo  a  week.  The  brown  coat  he  wore  had  out- 
side pockets;  he  always  wore  ,  from  the  time  we  opened  the  shop 
in  F.lderslie  Street,  two  years  ago  last  June 

I  ,T,ni  wife  of  James  Walker,  grocer  and  provL-ion  merchant,  and 
reside  at   No.    143   Klder.Mie  Street,    Cla.-gow. 

I  remember  being  at  Gourock,  on  Friday,  the  4th  of  July  last,  and 
I  arrived  at  my  own  hou^o  on  my  way  home,  about  ten  o'clock  in 
the   evening. 

One  of   my   husband's  shops  is  in  Klderslic   Street,   and  three  doora 
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Mrs.  J.  Walker  above   our   hou.'.e. 


M- 


answered  bv  mv  .ervani    I  J,l  1„^    h  .  T     ^^'  '^'"':   ■'»"''   ""    "^   b^ins 

of  t-oinVnire  ''"'"  """°^'^'  •^"•'  ''^r^'  ^  --'  --  "-  -or.. 

for  their  return.  ""^  ^  ''"^  Sn^t,'  to  wait 

mou'trS\/"'r*'"    '"   ""    '■"•"'•"^"^  -'^   '■'"'^    --  below    our  clo.e 
with  .Mks  Dvk.s    a'd  -X  Z  ?  ..   '   '"'"''•       ^^'"'^  ^^   ^^'""^""K 

leadin;tr thf  nek  of  t^'s:  frl  t  "^  '''"^'  ^'""^''  "'^"  ^'-  '-'^ 

-y below  o./E;t:t  \ d'rrrti:f rr"f'' '■"^'^ 

Dykes  was  standinc        I    did   n  /  .        r  '''''    "^   '^'""'^   ^''''•■' 

figure  and  dross.      She  LlLul      u  '"i  ^"'  '    '■""^■■'^"'   ''" 

.iit^'jF n^':;-";^  ™;,!:^  '"^^  ^^-  -  the  won,an  who. '[ 
ehe  wa«  in  Mr.  limit's  ho^t  T"1  '"' ^'^  '''^'"'"'  -^  ^Vh.ie 
have  often  .erved  heT 'f  n^'  Il.'^.TZ  ",  r:,'; -"^^  ';"■,  '^"'^  ' 
Bmco  then,  I  heard  of  Ih'e  m>.der  of  j'X'  m  P  '  "'  """''  '  ''^'"^^''^ 
the  7th  July.  ■^"•■"^  -^^  l'..er..ou  upon  .Mond.ay 

I  was  not  then  asked   by  the  police  whether  I  1,.  )  .. 
go.n.   >n,o    the   lane    on    t'he   pre'cedin,  F    d "    ni  h       iTt  'm'   '">"" 
ere   otten   out  and    in   mv   J,  ^     u  \  •     "'8'",    but   the    police 

the  murder,  and  T  Lid  th  m  JitouW  "M™*^  "'  ""  ^''^'^^•"^  "^ 
subject.  1  remember  dc'te  well  the  ll  1  ""•^'  ''''''  "'""  "'^ 
passing  JH.S  Dyke,  and  me  rthoFud  v  ^Z'TlT,  1  ''"'  ^^"'""^ 
of  it,  and  neve.,  mentioned  it  to  ^  e  j  oh  fS'l^'u  hf  no"  ''""'''J 
the    circnmstiince    mu'l     Sund.v     tl„.    i,,'^- /""'"'''*'  "»  more   of 

husband  a.ked  if  I  remomb    ed   the  V  /''"''    ^"■^*'    ^^■''^■"    '"y 

close  mouth  on  any  n"'l  t  alot  w,n  ''";?"'°  °^  ^''^'^■"^  »^  ^''« 
woman  pa.s.in,  into  the  Jane       "  '"""'"   '~"''^"  ^"-^    ««'°g   * 

I  then  recollected  the  nin-ht  on  wliipl,  I  i    j  i 
rjykes  waitin::   for  the   re 'nm      f  ,  '^     '"''  '='-'^"J>"?  with  Mis., 
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I   went 
quarter 


um  ami  t,e  told  mo  that  Mr^  M'Lachlan's  agents  ha-i  inforrr.rd  hin, 
bn  ,  iH  7r'"  "■'■^  -^''■°-  ^I'L'-'ci.ian,  and  that  she  had  recognised  me, 
bn.  d,d  „ot  know  the  •  ^rson  that  uas  alon.^  vv;th   me. 

in   her'V'Tl   ;'-°'"""  ^'•"'"'  "-^  ^''0  appeared  to  be  carrying'  .ometh.nt; 

Tnv  h  n    '         T^-  t""    ^   ''''""'  ''^  ''^''^'■''  ^''«  r«»!'y    "-^^   --^^n-ing 

!o?n  n  n     ■""  "         •  '!"'\'-''  ■"'''  '-'>'^'-'  "■''*  '^°'"i"R  ""^  °f  her  shop  to 

i,ZZ  th  '"'  ,1;'".  ^  u"'^-''-^"'"'^  ^  ^■""■''"  '•°"''  ""^  °f  the  lane  and 
cro..,  to  the   middle  of  the  .trcct :     but  I  did  not  follow  her  farther 

JTl  '"^  "  '"'"  ''''^  "■"""'"  "■^''^  *''«  ^^"'^  P"^'^"  -ho  after: 
dress  or  appearance,  but  merely  .aw  ,he  was  a  ^voman.  It  w.3  a  few 
rn.nutes  belore  eleven  when  said  woman  can.e  out  of  the  lano.       I  am 

ciovcVwlr  \I  \\  "r  "''■''',"'  '""'">■  "''""'^-^  ""^  ^  1"'-^^'*^  I'^fore 
ftand  w,fh  M,..,  Dykes  thrcc-ouart^rs  ,i  an  hour  on  said  night. 

..ept  by  1.,  ,e,t  Roh.n,  and  I  am  nuite  sure  that  said  shop  v.aa  rot 
J.ut   when  I  saw  the   won.an  come  out  of   the  lane  aad  cro.cs  to  the 

Rent  lock  up  the  sliop  a  few  minute.,  after  I  had  seen  s.id  woman 
1    was   ,n   Mr.   I-]or,inV,   j,^„,,   „,    ,,^„^    .   ,ft^^^^„„     ,      .  j 

about  five  o  clock.  ■' ' 

.f\rV!' u^'T"^  "'*'  •'""'  "■■■'''■^'•^'^  •''•'^'"'-'  •'^''  l"bbv  and  looked  in 
at  he  utchen  doer.  I  noticed  no  mark.,  of  blood  either  in  the  Icbby 
or  in  the  utch.n,  neither  did  I  observe  any  mark  of  tlu-  (rauir.  c^ 
l.ie  body  a!on='  the  ]oI,by  ;  but  tiie  back  door  ^-as  then  .hut 

J  he  kitchen  appeared  to  be  clean  and  tidy,  and  a  Good  fne  in  it 
1  dul  net  notice  whether  the  lobby  or  any  part  of  the  kitchen  was 
...imp  :  he  stone  .s  of  such  a  dark  colour  that  it  would  be  impossible 
t.j  It'll  tli.s  without  touchin.:  it. 

.Mr^ John  Fleming  told  mo  that  the  servant's  bedroom  door  Ik:  i  been 

-ocked    m.ide.   and     rom    that    I    und.v.nood    that  .he    had   committed 

•le-   -V.      •^/"^'°,-^l. ">"•'""    "•^v^"-    -'^'id    anything    to    me    about   old 

e,i„u,_       I  nir.!:e   it  a  point  never  to  ..peak   t«  servants   concerning 

It  takes  ,,.  ce  m  the.r  master'..   hou.=es.       I  „^ver  knew   nor  heard 

that  Jes..,e  .M'l'herson  was  addicted  to  drink.       I  never  saw  i:.r  have 

.he   IcaM  appearance  of   having    b.-en   drinking.        I   considered  her   a 

very   iest.ectaD,e    woman.       I    know  old    James    Fleming,    and    I    fre- 

suc.-it  y  ..ervc.l  him  in  my  husband's  shoop.       I  know  nothing  against 

MS    cliaractor. 


Mpr,  J.  Walker 


DoNAi.n    .M'Qr.vH.n.iE,    ih 


Milkbnv. 
Trial- 


.1    Witness  examined    at   ll . 


D.  H'Quarrle 


I  reside  with  my  father,  Julm  M'Qunnie,  a  labourer,  at  56  Waters 
btreot.   Port.Dunda.s.  iu  or  near  Clasgew.  aged  thirteen  vear. 

1  -.vas  in  the  fmployment  of  the  witne..3,  Geurt'..  Tafon  for  nine 
or  ten  months,  and  loft  hi,n  al.-ut  two  months  ago.  I  went  aW 
with  his  cart  when  he  sold  milk,  and  I  called  on  the  customers  and 
told  them  tli.nt  the  mi!k  was  at  the  door. 
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D.  M'QuaPrie       1   know  Mr.    F'  minVs   hou^c   at   17  Sandyford   Place,   and  I   ^as   m 
the   habit  01   calhn:;   th<..re.       I    knew  the    deofafcd    Jesfie    .M'Pherfon 
by  siK'ht,   but   not   by   nnme,   and    she    wa.^  the  juTfon    who   senerally 
answered  the  door,  but  at  an  occasional  ti.no  the  otlicr  servant  answered 
It.     I  called   at    the   door   about    tw«nty    minutes   to  eight  o'clock    on 
Friday   morning,   the  4th  July    last,   and   Jessie  opened    it.    and  she 
l.r.n.  ed  r.ie  h  j.,.'  and  .^aid  ..|,e  wanted  2d.    worth  of  milk.       That  wx-^ 
the  last  time  I  faw  her.      I  called  at  the  house  again  at  half-p.vt  two 
o  clocK  afternoon,   and   the  door  was  opened   at  this  time  by  old    Mr 
Fleminp,   who   said   he  did  not   want  any    milk.        I    cnlled   ajain'  on 
Saturday  morninc;  and  afternoon,   and   on  Sunday  and   Monday  n  orn- 
inps  at  the  hours  that  I  called  on  Friday,   and  "the  door  was  oroned 
by  Fleming  on  all  of  these  occa.«ion«,  who  told  me  he  did  not  require 
any    milk.        On    Monday    afternoon   I    agnin    called,    when    old    Mr 
Fleminf.  came  out.^ide  the  door  and  paid  (ieorpe  Paton  for  the  milk 
that  he  had   received   on  the  previous  wee\-.  but  I   do   not   know  how 
ranch  that  amounted  to.     He  got  no  milk  at  that  time 

I  did  not  ask  old  Fle.T.inK  what  had  bn-omo  of  Jessie  M>Pher=on  He 
waa  always  dressed  when  he  opened  the  door  to  me.  On  Saturday 
mornins  the  chain  was  or.  the  door  when  I  went  to  it.  and  FlemiuK 
took  off  the  cliain  before  he  opened  the  noor.  He  did  net  appear  to 
be  excited  in  any  way.  I  cannot  say  whether  the  chain  was  on  the 
door  on  any  other  ocoa-cion  when  I  called  at  it.  I  never  went  inside 
the  door.  It  .v.i,s  the  front  door  that  I  always  knocked  at.  Old 
Mr.  Ileming  never  answered  the  door  till  the  Fridav  afternoon  referred 
to.  Ho  appeared  to  be  quite  sober.  I  thought  it  Mrange  that  he 
should  open  the  door,  but  I  made  no  remark.  The  milk  was  paid 
once  a  week;  generally  on  .Mondpy  afternoon,  and  old  Mr  rk-:.una 
was  the  person  who  paid  it. 


I  I 


(Before  7.1r.    Youmj.) 

On  the  Satnrd.p-  mornin::  four  boys,  including  my*e'f,  attended 
Mr.  I  aton  with  the  milk  through  Sandyf.ud  Place.  We  called  at 
fifteen  or  sixteen  hou.^cs  there,  and  No.  17  wa^  thi  last  I  run^  at. 
After  I  had  run-  there  and  the  hell  had  been  answered,  Mr  Patoa 
looked  at  hi.  wdtrh  before  we  left  Sandyford  Place  to  no  to  Park 
Caniens,  the  next  place  wj  went  to,  onj  it  wa«  just  twenty  minutes 

to    (T-ht. 

In  the  winter  time,  when  all  the  cuflomers  are  at  home,  we  havo 
been  a«  late  as  a  quarter  to  ei«ht  in  callinR  at  Fleming's.  I  don't 
think  we  were  ever  later  than  that.     I  never  was  so  late  as  ci-lit 

Old  Fleminp  wa«  very  well  drc.vsed  on  the  Saturday  niornim;';  better 
than  I  ever  saw  him  dressed  before.  I  have  «een  him  bef.ue  when 
he  wa»  payin,'  for  the  mill:.  He  paid  weekly,  in  the  aftern,K,n.  He 
w.a..  .,.,ual  y  drc«<ed  in  a  black  coat.  GcorK'e  Urnwn  (another  boy) 
rang  the  bell  of  No.  19  when  I  was  calling  at  No.  17  Ihe  mdk  earl 
•tood  at  the  same  place,  nearly  opposite  No.  17,  waitmt;  for  ua  both 
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{Bffdrr   .]fr.    Youiij.) 
Saturday,  18th  October. 
f'liAn'r.s    O'Xeii..    Aichitect,   o.i 


nined. 


C.  O'Nell 


Hy  Mr.  Dixon  -At  that  part  of  the  corner  of  the  room  marked  'M 

;ii.(l  i)  oil  tfii'  plini,  v.ow.M  you  dcHiniho  thf  »|'|KMi\inic  [ir('.-.fiito<l  on 
Tuesday,  8th  July?— It  had  evidently  been  washed.  Tlio  parti< 
towards  the  one  side  showed  spurts  of  blood  ;  clontjated  drops  of 
blond,  partly  on  the  hoarthstonc  and  jiartly  on  the  floor,  cuniinLi  round 
from  here  fpoiiit.s  out  on  plan).  This  othrr  portion  (showin-)  had 
c\;dontly  Luen  wa.'^licd.  It  had  a  rt-ddi.-h  hue,  a.s  if  blood  had  been 
wa-sliod. 

Hut  the  portion  round  the  centre  of  llif  irrcLriilar  circle  was  un- 
\v,i,=  hed  ;   the   edges  were   nnwa.»hed,   and  the  spuria  remained?— Yes. 

I!y  -Mr.  Young— Do  you  think  it  had  been  all  mere  or  le.'=3  bloody, 
and  that  the  marks  indicated  on  the  plan  arc  just  the  fringes  cf  what 
ill.'  v.-.i.,hii:';  left?— Vt^.  except  here  (.-iiowin^r)  where  tl;e.-o  bloody 
niari;s  wero,  wa.-^  very  distiiirt  ,■  but  it  was  just  like  thu  edge  of  the 
wa-shinpf,   havinc;   a  reddish   hue. 

In  sliorl,  tlie  inariis  of  blood  on  the  bedroom  floor,  between  tlie 
table  and  the  tin  place  and  the  press,  are  apparently  jui^t  the  outer 
frinces  left  by  the  wa.'fhing? — Vtg. 

The  centre,  wliich  is  shown  unniaiked  on  the  plan,  having  ori^'inaKy, 
in   your  opinion,  been  bloody  too,   but  washed   up?— Yet*. 

iiy  Mr.  Di^ON— Did  you  draw  aiiy  inferciue  from  the  elongated  spurt.s 
or  splasher?— My   iraprefsion   w.i.s   that  sometliint;   heavy   h.^d  fallen  on 
the  fIfH.r  at  that  place.       '1  ho 
window  and  towards  the   wall, 

l?y  .Mr.  C.EVMEi.-  In  wiping  up  the  centre  portion,  and  drawing  round 
the  cloth,  would  that  not  have  thrown  the  blood  on  the  hearthstone?— 
1  hey  were  more  like  splashes  that  were  thrown  from  a  certain  point,  io 
line  direction. 

Hy  .Mr.  Young— I  cannot  t.'ll  how  the  marlts  were  produced.  They 
might  have  been  produced  either  way;  but  it  occurnd  to  me  at  tho 
time  th.U  the  blood  liad  come  from  some  body  that  had  fallen. 

Hy  .Mr.  Dixon-  There  wire  some  nuirks  mside  the  prew  door  in  tho 
lobby,  just  at  the  top  of  the  door.  The  hei_'ht  of  the  door  w.aa  about 
6  feet  Si  inches.  I  measured  one  or  two  of  the  doors,  and  they  are 
all  about  the  same.  The  marka  were  at  tho  very  top.  on  the  top 
rail  cf  tho  door. 

Hy  Mr.  Young— The  bedroom  ll<K.r  was  .piito  dry.  The  p.art  that  had 
tho  appearance  of  having  boon  washed  was  much  cleai.er  than  tho 
le.st  of  the  floor  that  was  m)t  bloody.  I  had  no  doubt  that  it  had 
been  washed.  Th,'  marks  I  have  gpokon  of  are  on  the  opposite  side 
of  tho  table  from  where  tho  body  w.i.s  found  The  b  ,i!_\  wa.s  fiuiid 
between  the  table  and  tho  bed.  and  the  mnrk.i  I  havo  spoken  of  were 
between  the  I.iido  and  tho  wall  in  which  the  tiri'place  is  I  eou.d 
not  undcr.-tand  rn;hlly  wh.i;  wa.s  the  cauw  -f  tho  marki  on  the  top 
rail    of    the   pres.^   door;   they    were    lik      niarnj;    cf    recent    bltK.d  ;    tlie 

of,-? 


splashes   wen;   all  mie.lcd    towurd.s   the 
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.ane  ro!n„r  as  the  marks  m  the  other  p:nts  of  thP  hou.o.  I  could 
not  say  ,  hot  th.y  w«^  fin.-er  rnark.  ;  they  ^vere  not  su.h  rrarks  a. 
bloody  fin«.r.s  nud.t  have  pro.i.ci  ;  I  had  the  in,rre..c:on  that  .L 
was  more  hke  a  cloth  g„,n«  .gainst  the  door,  but  I  could  not  5ee  what 
a  .v>th  would  bo  do.n..  there;  J,cre  were  two  marks,  each  about  3 
or  4  inches  square,  but  irregular;  they  were  not  like  finKer  marks 

■^uM.o..e   there    had    b.  on    somebody    inside    the    press    with    blood v 
nands     orhaviHK   a  bloody  >lo,h   in   the   hand.-,   keeping  the  door  .hu't 

r.vl  .".  ^  '""'  T""^  ^°  "'"  ^''''^''''-  '^'"^  P"^=°"  '""iJ"  would 
have  had  to  druu-  thn  d<x,r  to  him.  The  marks  could  not  be  pro- 
duced by  k.epiMs  the  d.x>r  shut,  e.Tcept  there  wa.  a  wiy  of  catching 
the  door  on  the  top  ;;nd  drawing  it  to.  The  door  oneas  outward" 
and  the  marks  were  i:.  the  inside,  so  that  they  could  not  b.  produced 
by  a  porson  pre  sinj;  the  door  to. 

-Mr.  (iEM:iEL-I  did  not  examine  the  top  of  the  doer.       Ti:ere   wa^ 
»ome  ],ttle  mark  of   blood  on  the  so.lit ;   on   the  lintel   of  the    uZTr 

oT'thTdol'""  '^"'•-   ""  "'^  '-''^''^  '"^'    '  '"'   ^'-   '"'^^    -   the'L; 


Mary  Brov.n 


{Dffore  the   Shcri/T.   1   0,1,1,  r  1052.) 
iM  MiY    I!;u)w.v    says — 


mother, 
\'iii-'fit 
Vincent 


I  reside  at  4  Canal  Street,  I'ort  E.-lmf.n.  lila.»Kow,  w.tl.  r-.v 
Jean  I  aton  or  I!rown,  a  widow;  a.^ed  neatly  sixteen  vear*'." 

1    nn    at   present    employed   in   C'alhiaiths  Cdonder    'n,    S- 
street,  and  I  havo  been  there  for  ;ibout  si.t  weeks 

I  wa*  for  six  months  in  the  fervice  of  Captain  Lime,  186  St 
Street,    and    1   loft  about   three    weeks    before    Ia*t    May   tern.         (,„ 
leavnR  that  wrv.co  I  went  to  work  in  V.alker'.s  mid,  in  Canal  Street 
7lirl        .:"  ''t"  TP'"-"'"''-   ''"^  I   '^"'y    "'™"''«J   f'er.   about   a 
the  calender,    v,!,cie  I    an   at   pre-ent  emph.v,,; 

I    became    acquainted    with    the   deceased    Je.^sie   M'I'herson    abort 

n  Sandvford   I'lace.       I   knew  a  Jli^hlan.l   pri  who  wa.  a  servant   f,^ 

Mep*  for   the   n,.-hland   K,rl.   who   introduced   n.e  to   M'i'heri.on        I 
Ho  not  know  the  name  of  the  Highland  ,irl,  nor  who  wa,  Lur 

Je«ie  ^I Thereon  «.,ked  mc  to  wa.h  out  the  ,ten.,  cf  her  door  for  h^r' 
and  I  d„i  so,  „n.l  I  continued  to  w.^h  the  door-.lep/o    her  r  /ularly 

T^i  :va?:b;:::^:V'''""'^^''"^  «»'"^'^"-- '-  -'-"^  three  rnS/ 

Ik  «a8  ahoi.1  a  year  aw.       I  cot  a  situation  in  the  hou.e  of  Mr« 

aunni?  that  \n\*  I  never  caw  Jessie  V'l  herscn 

I  called    en   .le^-ie    .MTlierson  for    M,o  first   time   after    I  left    Mr 
O  .rh.,nt  s  rcrvKo.  about  a  month  before  M'Pher.on'.  den  h.  thilk 

wid  t"  rV'T"  ^T\  ^''"'  ••'""""'•   ^° '-  -■  «»'«•  --"^ 

flJl     •       ,                   '"■'''   '"'  '"•'=  ""   »'"'^''««-  ^O'iHon  I    went   to   a 
""';;;  "''^-^   '"   ^■■- -■'"■'      •     -'t   frotn   North   Street     f^r   I 
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round  of  .ctcak  for  her:  on  another  occa.-=,on  I  cleaned  the  window  Mary  Brown 
01  a  back  bedroom  on  the  n<x>r  a3  a  pt-r.^on  enUT.s  the  front  door ; 
and  on  the  other  occasion  I  swept  the  front  door  steps  and  the  st;Mr 
leading  down  to  the  kitchen.  Jessie  generally  cave  me  5d  or  M 
or  my  trouble.  I  had  been  in  Mr.  Vlemuv^S  house  about  a  fortniu-ht 
I'cfore  Jessie's  death,  and  that  was  the  time  that  I  swept  thn  front 
do.r  steps  and  the  n.iir  lea.iin  ;  down  to  the  kitchen,  and  Jessio  cav,. 
n:o  3d.  for  my  trouble.  I  t'enerally  went  to  the  houso  about  cmht 
o  clock  morniuf;,  and  left  about  half-pa.n  eid.t  o'l^lock.  I  never 
saw  any  of  Mr.  Flemings  people  when  I  w.i..  in  the  hous^e.  The 
'X-casioii  on   which    I    cleaned   the   bedroom  window    was    aoout  eleven 

0  clock  forenoon,  and  Jessie  had  told  me  what  time  I  was  to  come 
M,o  t_.pnerally  told  me  before  I  left  tho  house  what  day  I  was  to  come 
hack. 

She  told  me  to  c^dl  on  a  Saturday,  beini.  the  one  after  Je.=sio  wa.s 
murdered.  Th.a  wa,  about  a  ft.tuiuht  before  her  death.  She  said 
tl!.-it  .Mr.  I-leminn3  fa-nily  were  goir.g  from  home,  and  that  I  need 
not  call  so  often  as  I  had  been  do,ng.  I  called  at  Mr.  Flemings  house 
on  sa„l  Saturday  morning  about  nine  o'clock.  I  know  the  hour  from 
havin-  lett  my  motlier's  house  almut  eidit  o'clock.  I  went  t„  (ho 
front  door  and  ran^j  the  bell,  a.s  I  had  been  accustonud  (,.  do  and 
old  .^,r.  Hemin.^  op.-ned  the  dror.  I  had  only  seen  h.m  onco  before 
and  that  was  when  he  was  troin^.  out  of  the  hwu.^,  and  Jess...  told 
mo  he  was  old  Mr.  Fleming.  I  .„„y  ran.,  tho  bell  once,  and  after  a  I,ttl„ 
7..  ,,.  n  .:  •'''■"''"3  Of^"'"'!  f'e  door,  but  the  chain  wa.s  on  it  H.. 
.=iid  W.l  .■,„d  I  ...id  "I  was  the  K-irl  who  w;u.hed  the  steps  for 
■l"^.=  i...  H,.   ,h,„    took    the   chain   rff   the  doc^r  and    let   me    in,    and 

he  shut  the  door  and   rmt  on  the  chain.       I  stood  in   the  lobby   when 
he    did   th,.^    and    then    I    went    on    toward,  the  stair   leading  "to    the 
kitchen,    and    wl,,-,    |    ,,ot    to   the    head   of  th«  stair  old    Mr.    FleminK 
asked   me  ,f        would  w.a.h   a   piece  of  tho  l.ibby  that  he   pointed  out 
I  he    ,,la.  e    referred    to    was   between  the    back   hcdr<x,m   and   the   head 
of  tlie  stair.       The  place  wa,  soiled  a.<  if  it  had  been  trampled  on  with 
persons  havm.^   soot  on   their   feet:   1   saw  no  api^arance  of  blood    on 
the  n<K.r.       I   agree,!  to  wash   (he  fi.K.r,   and  Mr.  lleminR  bronchi  me 
n.  pad  of   water  and  a  ,>iece  of  new  flannel,  out  of  a  doset   under   the 
«ta,r  Icadin..  to  the  top  flat,  and  I  washed  the  fl<K,r  therewith.        Mr 
flernin.  stood    heside   K;e  all   the   ti::.o  I    was  wafluny  the  floor,   which 
did   not  occupy  more  than  ten  minutes        I   lifted  tho  nail  to  rarrv  it 
.lownetairs  to  empty  the   water,    but  he  t.dd  me  to  leave  it   where   it 
w«,,    and    I    did    ,o.       Mr.    Flemin«   then    «ave  me  a  siKpenco    piece, 
which  he  took  from  his  pocket,  and  then  let  me  out  by  the  front  door 
and    the,,    I    went    direct    to    Mrs.    Napier's,    in    Elderslie   Street,   and 
washed  her  stair,  for  which  .he  pave  mo  l^d.,  and  then  I  went  home 
and  t'avo  the  money  to  my  mother. 

1  did  not  sec  Jessie  M'Vherson  on  the  day  Iwt  referred  to  I  did 
not  ask  for  hir,  and  old  Mr.  Fleming  ,n,d  nothim;  about  her.  Flemina 
wa.  wear.m:  *  black  r<  at  an.i  trousers,  but  had  no  vert.  Ho  did 
not  appear  to  be  excit'-d,  and  I  had  no  auspicion  that  anyfhina  waj 
wrong.       I   n«vcr  went   dowMtaira.       I  heard  of  Jes,ie   M'Pher.on'a 
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Mary  Brown  death  on  the  followinR  Wednc.niay,  and  told  my  mother  what  I  have 
now  stated,  but  fhe  told  me  I  was  not  to  be  "talkipr  about  vhat  I 
have  been  statintj,  as  it  was  cf  no  consequence.  I  did  not  tell  anv 
por.on  of  the  matter  till  Friday  of  last  week,  when  I  told  it  to  a 
prl.  Rcver.dce.  who  told  a  roliceman.  and  he  called  on  me  on  Sunday 
.ollow.n^  and  took  mr  to  the  polVe  omce,  where  I  .aw  Captain  Robb, 
and  told  lum  what  I  have  now  ftr.ted. 

I  never  saw  ^Trs.  M'Lachlan,  the  prisoner,  and  I  never  heard  Jessie 
rpeak  about  her.  Jessie  never  said  anythinc  to  mo  ab.-^ut  old  Mr 
I'lemins.  I  am  quite  sure  it  was  on  (he  Snturdr.v  irnmedi.iteiy  rfter 
Jessie  was  murdered  that  I  called  at  Mr.  FlemLng's  house,  a.,  above 
stated. 

I  cannot  say  tliat  it  was  the  marks  of  feet  that  I  washed  but  the 
place  appeared  to  i,ave  bt-n  trampled  on.  The  place  was  about  a 
yard  broad  and  about  2  or  3  yards  in  length. 


(liiforc  Mr.    Young.) 

By  Mr    YcUKG-The  place  wliich  I  washed  in  Mr.    Flemine's  house, 
in  Sandyford     'lace,   was  between  the  back  bedroom   and   the   head   of 
the  stair;  the  bedroom  door  faced  it.  and  it  sloped  alom;  to  the  stair- 
the  floor  was  covered    with    waxcloth.        Mr.    Fleming    brought   me    a 
pail  of  w.^ter,  and  a  piece  of  ilanncl  out  of  a  closet.     The  clo.^et  was 
en  the  riiiht  hand  fide  as  you  co  in  at   the  front  door,  opposite  the 
head  of  the  stair  loadin,-  down  to  the   lower  flat.       It  was  not  under 
the  etair,  but  on  the   opposite   side   of   the   lobby   from    the  stairciu^e 
The  mark  that  I  washed  was  as  if  there  had  been  people  passin-  from 
the  £tair  into  the  bedroom;  it  was   like  scot;   it  w.as   not  wet  •    quite 
dry.    Old  Mr.  Fleming  had  on  a  black  coat  and  black  trousers      The 
coat   wa.s  buttoned  ;   it    looked  as   if  ho  bad    newlv   taken  it  out    of  a 
chest;  not  like  a  coat  that  he  had  had  on  the  ni^'ht  before        He  had 
not  a  vest.       The  coat  looked  as  if  it  had  been  new  ta'en  oot  of  a  ki'-t  • 
It   had   creases   in   it;  it   was  a   lon^-tailed   coat,  such   as   1  have  seen 
Centlemen    wearint;   at    funerals    and   .nt    church   on   Sundays;    it    waa 
buttoned  acro.ss  the  front,  tigiit   up  to  the  neck.       I  thou'^rht  he  had 
no  vc.H  because  his  shirt  showed  between  the  bottom  of  the  cout  in 
front  and   the  top  of  his   trousers.       He  was  not  like  a  man   dre.^sed 
for  the  day,  but  like  a  man  who  had   hiirrhdlv  put  on  a  coat        He 
answered  the  bell  when  I  r.ana;  he  was  not  lonir  of  answering  it-  he 
was  longer  than  a  ecrvnut   usujilly   takes  to   answer   the   beil     becau'ie 
a  servant  comes  qui .kly   to  the  door,   and  he  took  his  own   time        I 
was  a  >;ood  while  at  the  front  door  befc  e  I  pot  in ;  I  did   not'  ring 
more    than    once-iua    the   once.        I    had    not   been    any    place    that 
mornins    Before   Ruing  to   Mr.    Fleming's;  1   went   from  my   mothcr'.s 
house  there.       It  would   be  twenty   minutes  past  eight  o'clock   when 
I    left    my  mother's;     it  would   not    be    afore    th.ii ;     I    don't    think 
it  would  be  any  later.     I  never  leave  my  mother's  lat^r  than  half  nine 
(half-p.ist  ei«ht)-that  is  the  latest;   when  I  ari  any   later  I   .lon't  go 
out  till  two  o'clock.     My  mother  lives  at   4  Canal  Street;  her  name  is 
.Mary  Hrown.     .My  fa'her  is  dead.     I  live  with  my  mother ;  there  are  six 
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of  u.=,   one   older  and    four  younger  than  no.       My  mother  and  the  four  Mary  Brown 
youncer  were  .n  the  house  that  mornin^'  when  I  left.     Leaving  Canal 
htreet  at  twenty  minutes  paM  pi-ht.  I  would  be  in  Sandvford  I'laee  at  a 
quarter    to    nine.       I    generally   wa!k    pretty   quick;    l'  walked    pretty 
quick  that  mornmir,   for  I  had  Fome  work  to  do  afterward.'*.       I  went 
.^;rau:ht  to  Sandyford  Place,  and  it  would  not  be  later  than  a  quarter 
o  n,ne  when  I  fjot  there.       I  did  not  .ee  anything  unusual  about  the 
l;ouse        I  am  quite  sure  that  thi.s  wa.s  upon  the  Saturday  before  old 
.Mr   Fleming  was  tanen  up.       I  heard  of  the  murder  on  the  Tuesday 
and   on   Wednesday  I   toU  this  to  my  mother.       My  mother   told   me 
to    hold   iny    tongue,    and    not  be    biotherinc    about "  things    I    had   no 
nght  with.       When  she  .aid  that,  I  was  telling  ,t  to  the  woman  next 
^vlLcU^   r/   in    ^eein,    my    ,„.,ther.       I    did    not    know    Jessie 
.  1  Lacldaa,  I  do  not  rem<^,nber  meeting  any  woman  carrvini  a  bundle 
on    my    way    to   Sandyford    i>lace  on    the   Saturday    morning.        lam 
qu.te   sure  I  was    in  Fleming's   house    before   nine   that   mornin.     not 
Jat-r   than   a   quarter   to  nine,  and  not  earlier,   but   just   at   a  nuarter 
-  ->n..       \'^,<,n  I  I.f,   ,he„  T  wem  to   Mrs.  Nap.er'.    a  huiv  ]  uj  " 
wa:K  to  ,n  E  derslie  Street.       She  is  .tiU  there.'and  able  to  go  about 
^ho   ,s  a  widow.       I   washed    down    her   .tair.       When    I   Wt    Mrs 

l7nVJ   "'?'  ''"■''*''':    ''°""=   "''^"   '  '""   ^^°'"«    it   wa.,   n.t    more 

han    half-past    one.        I    had    gone   me.s.«ages    for    .Mrs.     Nap,.r   '      I 

forget  the  name  of  the  woman  ne.t  door,  to  whom  I  wa.,  telling  thi« 

when  my  mother   told  me   not  to   be   blethering  about   it        SI  e  ]iv  s 

o.it  of  the  house  for  the  la.H  two  years 

I!y  Mr.  (;FM.MEL-The  first  person  that  I  told  th,..  to  after  the 
nal  wa.,  a  girl  named  Bella  Ueveridge  ;  she  told  it  to  a  poli.em.n 
and  the  policeman  told  it  to  Captain  Robb.  I  was  taken  to  C.2^n 
Robb.  I  did  not  tell  him  that  1  had  been  washing  down  tl  e  '  nk 
flat.  I  did  not  say  that  I  had  got  water  from  a  water-closet  I  l"d 
-t   was  a   closet.       II„   a.ked    if   it    w.as   a   water-clo.^t.    and  V    „? 

:::;f  „r  "  "^'""   "'  ■•^'^^'  '^ '  "•^"'^  ^'-  -•'-  ^^^  -'  l 

(lief on  the  Sheriff,  1  Oclohcr  18t2  ) 
Co,.,K  C,MP„HU.,  aged  22.  a  Wi.nc  e.a,„; .,   „,.  ,,,,.1,  .ays-    c.  Camp^el, 

police'"   ""^    ""''"    '°"'*"^''"    '"   "'"    ^^■^•=1'''-"    '''■'t"-t    ^'f    the    Glasgow 

I   have  been   in  the  r,!:..gow  police   force  since   lOlh   December  !.T«t 

and   .inee   about  the    2nth    June   my   beat   has    been    Sandvford    1^ 

and    neighbourhood.        In    the  summer  when  families   go    o    ,  l   co^ 

hey    report    the   fact  nt   the    police   office,   and    thrir    hou.«es    /re  Z 

iwt.   No     18   Sandyford   Place  w.o.,  so   circumstanced         Hctwcn   h  Uf 
past   eight    and    a   quarter   to   nine   oVl.xk  on  the   ni,ht  of   Saturday 
5. h    July     I    wa.   standing   at    the    door  of    Mi   Sandyford    Place     wi.h 
ho  hnndlo  of   the  door   in   my   hand,   trying  it    ,f  secure    and     t  ^ 
t.mo  the  ,ioor,  No.  17,  opened,  and  two  women  c«me  oui.       r  Z~^t 
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C.  Campbell  man  Ono  of  the  women  fulled  to  the  door,  but  did  not  shut  it. 
Thry  ftooil  on  the  door  step  speakinij,  but  I  did  not  hear  anytiiin^ 
they  said — not  a  word  ;  they  were  eppakin^;  low.  '1  hev  .=0  spoke  for 
about  five  minutes,  and  one  of  thorn  went  !'ark  to  the  houfe  and 
shut  t!ie  door,  and  the  otiier  went  eastwards,  along  Sauchiehall 
i^treet.  I  followed  the  latter  a-:  fnr  as  the  corner  of  Elder^lie  Street, 
where  my  beat  stop?;  she  continued  e,-i.stwarfls  along  f^auchiehail 
vStreet,  r;iid  I  paid  no  mo.e  attention  to  her,  and  can't  s;iy  where  she 
went.  I  do  not  know  either  of  thepc  women.  I  am  srre  Jes.«ie 
M'Intosh  or  M'Laclilan  is  not  ono  of  them.  I  did  not  know  the 
decra.sed  Jes.=ie  MTher-^on.  The  woman  that  went  alont;  Sauchie- 
hall  Street  was  a  low-.set,  stout  woman,  red,  fat  face,  white  straw 
bonnet  with  blue  ribbons,  dark  grey  doak.  I  can't  describe  the  gown, 
and  she  would  be  about  twenty  or  twenty-two  years  of  ap;o,  and  had 
a  decent,  servant  like  appearance,  and  seemed  quite  ."-ober.  The  other 
woman  had  a  white  mutch  on— no  bonnet,  a  liu'ht-colourcd  ijown. 
white  afnon.  not  very  tall— a  little  taller  than  her  companion;  thin, 
dark  h»ir.  about  twenty-nine  y^ars  of  aire,  and  also  sober.  I  ;aw  no 
more  of  the.-H^  women.  I  was  often  ba  k  to  18  that  nicht,  but  .>i.iw  no 
person  at  Xo.  17,  and  everything  seemed  niiiel  within.  I  went  off 
duty  at  fi.x  on  the  followins;  niornintr. 

I  heard  of  the  murder  about  ei^ht  o'clo(;k  on  the  followimj  Monday 
ni!»ht,  before  goins^  on  duty,  and  I  was  taken  before  detectives  and 
asked  if  I  heard  any  noise  about  17  Sandyford  Place  durini;  the  nl^ht 
of  Friday  or  mornim;  of  Saturday.  1  had  heard  no  noi.-e.  and  had 
seen  no  person  co  in  or  ro:ne  out  of  that  house  that  ni':;ht  or  ir.orn- 
inc,  and  I  said  so.  I  did  not  at  that  time  remember  the  circum- 
stance of  the  two  women.  I  remetnbercd  it,  hov.ever,  between  nirio 
and  ten  that  Monday  nieht,  when  cxamininc  I'oor  No.  18.  and  I  told 
Capt.",in   -M'Call  about  it  about  eleven  o'clock. 

I  am  able  to  fix  Saturday  as  above,  becau.«e  I  wrote  ,1  letter  about 
five  o'clock  that  afternoon  in  my  loduings,  to  my  father,  Donald 
Campbell,  ploughman  to  a  farmer,  whose  name  I  forget.  I  mind 
now.  it  '•;  .lolin  M'Kenzic.  .■,(  K- tipur-h.  mc:m-  (1b:i!'.  .After  \viitiir_' 
that  letter  1  put  it  in  my  pocket  to  post  when  I  should  co  on  duty. 
and  when  at  the  corner  of  Elder;.lie  Street,  as  before  mentiiined.  I 
happened  to  put  my  hand  in  my  fmckct,  and  I  found  1  ha<l  not  po.stod 
my  letter,  and  I  turned  and  posted  it  at  the  Receiving  House  at  Sandy- 
ford  Toil,  whi.-h  is  a  short  way  beyond  my  beat.  My  beat  ends  at 
Kelvincrovo  Street,  and  Kelvingrove  Street  runs  into  Dumb.irto.n 
Road,  near  Sandyford  Toll. 

I  wioto  the  letter  on  the  kitchen  table  in  my  lodgings,  and  my 
landlady,  Mrs.  M'Kay,  was  poin:;  back  and  forwards  all  the  time. 

A  youni?  man,  Allan  M'Lean,  was  in  r.iy  coii;pany  previous  to  my 
goini?  tu  e.x.aminc  No.  18.  He  stood  on  the  pavement  (jutsido  the 
railinqj-.  in  front  of  No.  17,  while  I  was  at  IB.  I  saw  him  «t.andin({ 
there.  He  was  not  lookin)*  in  my  direction ;  his  back  waa  to  the  rail- 
inpi.  I  j»>incd  him,  after  my  examination  of  18;  he  accompanied 
me  to  the  comer  of  Elderslie  Street,  and,  I  think,  he  waite<l 
about    Sandyford     Place     till     I      posted     the     letter.        I      joined 
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1.™    afte      pustmg     the    letter,  either    in    front    of    Sandvford     Place  c    Camobell 
or    of    F.t.roy    Place,    which    ,.s    a    continuation    of    Sand -ford    Place,  "^ 

and     he    walked    with    rr.e    round    my    beat    till    about    ten    o'clock 
when    we   part..d  at   Kelvingrove   Street,   he  Roini;  in   the   direction   of 
Ke.v.nhauch.   where  he  lives,  and  I  did  not  see  him  acain  that  ni^^ht. 

u  .u'"",  T  ';'^  P'^-'""-  "'y  '"""  ^^""^  ^  ''-^  '^^''"^  to  do  so,  hut  I 
uon  t  think  I  showed  it  to  him,  althoncrh  I  may  have  done  po  There 
was   a  postage  stamp   on   my  letter  when  in  my    pocket;   I   put  it  on 

I  did  not  know  on  said  ni-ht  that  No.  17  was  occupied  by  Mr 
tiemiri?.  and   I  did  not  know  any  of  the  FIemin-.« 

I  have  not  written  to  my  father  about  po.^tin;'  said  letter.  I  beluniz 
to  Ar^^vll.«hlre.  I  don't  know  Jes.=ie  M'Intosh  or  M'Lachlan,  or  her 
friends.       I  never  saw  the  former  till  I  saw  her  durint^  the  trial 

I  am  not  aware  of  ev^r  having  seen  either  of  said  two  women  before 
said  Saturday  niaht. 

It  „as  detective.,  Donald  Campbell  and  Jeffrov  that  .asked  me  on  the 
Monday  night  if  I  heard  any  noi.e  or  saw  any  person  about  No  17 
on  the  iTid.ny  nidit  or  Saturday  morning. 

On  taid  .\i„nd;.y  ni-ht,  and.  I  think,  after  I  told  Capt-in  M'Cn'!    as 
above,    detective    Audley  Tliomson    a.«ked   me.   in   front    of    Sandvford 
l.ace     if  I   saw  any  person   or   heard   any  noise   on    Friday    nitiht   or 
Saturday   morning;   and   I    said   to    him    that    I    saw    the    above   two 
women,   but   wa^  not  sure  whether  it  was  on  the  Frid.iy   niqhl  or  the 
S.  urday  nmht  that  I  saw  th-m.     In  reality.  I  w.as  not  perktlv  sure 
at  that  time.       It  was  about  the  following  Wednc-dav  when  I  became 
quite  sure  it  was  on  the  Saturday  ni::ht,   when  I  told^Audlev  Thomson 
a^   abovo^       r  had   no   recolleriion  of   the  posting   of  the   l.'tter.       On 
he  Tu...dny  mc,  ning  I  asked  my  landlady  if  she  minded  when  I  wrote 
la..t.  and  .'he  said,   as  far  as  she   recollected,   it   was  on   the   Saturday 
cveniii..       Ihis  made  me  almost  perfectly  sure  that  I   wrote  the  letter 
on  Saturday  ;  but,  before  saying;  anything  about  it,   I  wanted  to  make 
innuiry  .-irid  become  positive,  an.l  on  said  Tuesday  nidit  I   met  the  said 
Al  an   M  Lean  m  the  police  office,  as  I  think,  and  I  asked  if  he  rccol- 
lect«.d    whether    ,t   was    Friday    nicht    or    Saturday    night    he    w;us    up 
seeinR  mo  Ivt ;  and  he  said  it  was  Saturday  nigh-.       I  told  him  I  wa!» 
sure  in  my  own  mind  it  was  Saturday,  but"want<-d  his  opinion  also    '' 
am  .(uite  sure  now  it   was  the  Saturday  night. 


[Ihforc  Mr.    Toun,;.) 

I   am   mght   policeman   in    Sandyfnrd   Place.        I   know    the   lane   door 
of   Mr.   Heiuings  house.       That  door  is  always  ke,,t   j.,,  k.d  at  night 

never  saw  ,t  open.        I  try  ail   the  doors  every  night  when    I   ^:o  on 
duty         I   wius   on  duty   in  Sandyford   Placo  on  the  night  of  4th  July 
My  beat  is  a  pretty  extensive  one        ^^in.iyford  Place  and  lane  and  the 
piece   of  vacant  ^'round    there  will   be   about  a  third   of  mv  beat         I 
think    the    biixhest    number  of    the   houses   in    Sandyford    Place    is    26 
but   I    am    not   quite  sure.        Immediately   beyond    the   greens,    behind 

the  houses  m  Sandyford   IM.ice.  there  !.=.  .a  rci-^^-d^r^'kl..  i. ,   _-•  [ 

T 
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C.  Campbell  ground  forward  the  whole  way  to  Kent  Road.  I  went  on  duty  at 
eight  o  clock  at  ni^ht.  and  left  my  bent  at  .ix  in  the  mornine  I 
have  no  stated  hours  or  number  of  times  for  bcin-  in  Sandvford  Place 
I  do  not  tal-e  t.  regular  round,  but  just  ko  up  and  down  any  way  I 
cho<,se.  Some  nights  I  may  be  oft^^ncr  and  some  seldomer  a't  a  par- 
ticnlar  part  of  the  beat.  On  Friday  nid,t.  4th  July,  I  nnnd  of 
bem,-  m  E!der.<:he  htrect  at  between  twenty  and  twentv-five  minutes 
to  eleven  o  clock,  and  I  pa-.sed  down  the  back  of  S.ndvford  Place 
between  the  wall  of  the  greens  and  the  vacant  ground.       I  "just  walked 

mv"  H  r'  %  "■  ^  '""  "°**'""^-  •'^'^  ^'''"^  °°thinR  to  attract 
my  attention.  I  cannot  say  when  I  wa^  there  again,  but  I  would 
be  there  w.thm  three  quarters  of  an  hour  or  an  hour  after  that 

How  often  would  you  be  along  .hat  lane  in  the  rourse  of  <  le  niL-ht'- 
I  am  "  geyen  "  often  there,  because  that  vacant  ground  is  very  bother- 
some   w,th   women    (prostitutes)    going  about   it.       AU  the  spare   time 
I  have  I  am  to  be  in  that  vacant  ground  between  the  lane  and  Kent 
Load,   ;uid    roiin.l    the  streets    at    the    b:u,k    there.        There    i^    i    .tree* 
going  down  in  the  centre  of  the  vacant  ground,  and  there  is  .a  paling 
on  both   sules  of  that  street  :  but   there  is  none   between   the   rU   cf 
the    vacant  ground    and   the    lane ;    that    ground    is    a    great    report  of 
prostitutes.       I  would  be  taking  a  turn  round   the  front  of  Sandvford 
Place    every    three-quarters    of    an    hour    or    thereabouts;     somelimes 
of  ener,    and  sometimes   not  so  often   as  once   an   ho.ir.       I    might  b« 
taken   away    once  or   twice    to   the    police    office  durint:    the  ni.ht;    I 
don  t    remember  being   at  the  police   office  on   that   Friday  nidif    but 
I  niieht  have  been.       I  don't  keep  a  record  of  going  ,o  th"^  oLe  w.th 
a  d  unk  man  or  a  prost.tute  ;  I  keep  a  note  of  anything  serious  occur- 
mg.        In   the  coui.e  „f   that   ni.ht,    I   have  no   recollettion  of   hav.ng 
seen    or   heard   anything   extraordinary  about    Sandyf,  rd   Place    either 
behind  or  m  front,        V   li.ht  in  an  area  window,  'or  .-hining  Uir    S 
tae  Venetian  blind.,  of  a  dining-room  at  eleven,  or  at  anv  l"our     f     ha 
night,    would    not    b;^    anything    e.xtraord.nary.    and    would    not    hive 
attracted    my    attention.        In    many    of    the    !  ....es    thereabouts    the 
pas  ,s  not  put  out   all  night.       I  wrote  a  for.night  ag /to  my   ',tier 
about  the  letter  which  I  posted,  but  I  have  not  got  anv  answer-      t 
quite   comment    that    it    w,v«   on   the    Saturday    night    that   I    sawM 
women  at  17  Saadyford  Place:  I  do  not  kno^  any  way  of\«ce  tl.n  1^- 
who  they   could   have  been;    I   saw   them  come   out  ,  '  te       "J:        .'^ 
^toTid  on  the  door  step  for  about  tive  minutes  ;  ,hen  they  sa  d  go!d  bye 
and  the  one   came   east  along  Sauchiehall   Street,   and -.he  oth  r   w  ni 
into   the   hou.,e  and   shut  the  door.       It  ..eemed    to   n,e  like  a   sc,  van 
girl  showing  a  woman  out.       I  had  a  "  grip  "  of  the  handle  of  n'     18 

i:;r:o:;dttt:!';h:r;tr:;;d'''''r:;;;7  ^"^^  'r'^  ^'•^"^"'' 

tr.   =.    '•  „;,       .■        .     ,      7        ■  '  ^'■"'*'  f^o^™'  and  wa.«  speakine 

to   a       chap       outsKle  the   railings    when    they  parted-  the   one    th^f 

came   along   Sauchiehall   Street  wa«  a   very   young   g  rV    ow  Tet     a "d 

Keyen"  stout   m.ade ;    the    other    wa*   a    t.-^ller    L-irl     Si"  •■ 
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.vith  long  white  t,03  over  lipr  shoulricrp.  ;i  li^lit  L'nwn.  and  a  white  r  CamobeU 
apron.  It  would  be  about  half-past  eicht.  or  twenty  Punutes  to 
Mine  when  I  ,.aw  them;  it  w.t^  broad  daylight.  The  "woman  who 
^vent  along  San,  hiehall  Street  had  an  umbrella  in  her  hand  •  I  did 
not  notir-e  thnt  she  was  carryin;/  nnvthing  else.  1  heard  of  the 
niurder  on  the  Monday  niirht.  I  am  quite  ...re  that  it  w.  not  on 
the  Friday  niL'ht,  or  the  .Monday  nidit  that  I  faw  the  wunu n  •  it 
was  on  the  Saturday.  I  did  not  know  that  the  lamily  in  Xo  '  17 
were  at  the  roast.  There  was  nothing  remarkable  in  feeini;  the 
women  the.-e,  and  it  wa.=  o.dy  the  rircum.^tance  of  the  n.nrder  occurring 
there  winch  led  me  to  think  of  it.  .ft  was  on  the  Monday  nicht; 
after  I  went  to  my  beat,  that  I  mindid  that  the  two  came  out  on 
he  Satur.Iny  night.  I  do  not  know  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  ;  I  never  saw 
her  till  I  saw  her  in  the  Circuit  Court;  I  never  hea.d  of  her  before 
she  was  apprehended   for  the  murder. 

By   Mr.   Oemmei.-I  cannot  say  how  often   I   was  at  .No.   18   Sandv- 
ford  Hare   on    the  night   in    question.     We  have   no   regular  hour  for 
vi.siting  shut-up  houses,  otherwise  thieves  would  soon  know  it 
Our  Instructions  are  quite  general,  to  try  the  doors  of  th^se  hou.ea 


(Btforr   yfr.    Ynung.) 

ALE.TCANnEn  C.\MEP.oN,  exiuiiined. 

By  Mr.   Di.xon— I  am  a  day  policeman  in  Sandvford  Place.     I  know 
he  lane  door  of  No.  17  perfectly.     I  never  saw  that  door  open  d,,ring 
the   day    unless  some   one   was  going   out   or  in;  there    is   no  kn.Kker 
or  liell  on  it. 

I  was  on  that  beat  last  June  and  July.  I  have  se*n  the  s.i vant 
going  out  and  ,n  at  that  door  several  times  ;  I  was  in  myself  about 
a  month  before  the  murder.  Some  boys  had  broken  a  pane  of  trlasa 
in  the  wa.=hing-hou^e,  and  they  went  over  the  wall  for  the  baU  I 
knew  that  the  door  waa  always  kept  locked.  It  is  our  dulv  if' we 
see  any  of  the.se  doors  insecure,  to  warn  the  parties  to  ke'ep  iUm 
locked  I  wa^  on  duty  there  on  Saturday,  5th  July;  I  went  on  duty 
at  eight  o  clock  a.m.  •' 

You  knov:  the  road  that  a  woman   would  naturally  take  who  wanted 
0  go  the  shortest  and   the  quietest   way   f.om   17  Sandyford  p)"e  to 

'rlv"th.?t"m'         T  f    '"'^    f^-mielaw;   were   you    upon  that  route 
r  .V   that  n  orn,ng?_I  was  not  at  Sandyford   Place  that  morning  till 
ai^er  nine  o  clock.        It   wa.,  my   turn    to  st.nd    at   the   head  of   North 
Street     rom  e,,ht   tiil  half-p.vst   nine   o'clock,    the   time   my   nei.dibo 
was  at  hi.  breakfast.       The  night  watchmen  go  ofT  .lutv  a    six  o     ock 

take    two   beats    from    s.^   to    eight,    when    the  other   half    come   oul 
.-.nd  those  who  came  out  at  si.x  go  home  to  breakfast.       Between  ell 
an.    nine  o'clock  that  morning  I  was  the  only  policeman  o     that  bea^ 
-J   my   station  wa.   at   the  head   of   North  Street,   at  Charing  Cro^' 
wh'  -e  I  remained  till  nine  o'clock.       Between  eight  and  nie  there  wli 


A.  Camopon 


1.0    policeman     to 


i'    Sunii  V  iuni 


',    eith 
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A.  Cameron  behind  or  in  front,  unle.^.  any  of  tho..o  who  chanced  at  eifjht  o'clock 
were  pa..sinR  down  that  way  to  breakfast.  Ther,  co„ld  be  no  moro 
favourable  hour  for  leaving  the  hoii.se  unobserved  bv  the  police  than 
between  eight  and  nine  in  the  morning,  owing  to  that  beat  being  one 
of  the  double    beats. 


iiiJI 


B.  Jeffrey  RonrRr   Jeffrey,    nete-tive    in    Western    Police   Force, 

(a   Witness   examined  at  the   Trial). 


Glasgow 


By    Mr.    DixoN-Will    you    describe    the   .tate    of    tlie    bed    in    the 
room    where    the    body    wa.s    found'  Wa.    there    imich    blood     on 

the  mattress?- Yes.  a  good  deal,  about  half  the  breadth  of  the  crown 
of  my  hnt.  on  the  edge  of  the  bed  :  and  there  was  a  piece  more  over 
where  the  boktor..  had  been  lying:  it  w,i.«  like  where  a  person's 
shoulder  would   be,  a  small  bit   down   from  the  pillow. 

That  was  aU  the  blood  upon  the  mattress '-Yes ;  onlv  the  front 
.■«o  far  as  I  saw.  I  found  the  sheet;  it  was  not  on  the 'bed;  it  w^k 
rolled  up  on  a  shelf  under  the  basin-stand,  the  blood  all  concealed  in 
the  mside   of  it,   and   only  the   white  part   of  it  seen. 

What  was  the  state  of  it  as  regards  blood '-It  was  all  besmeared 
with  blood  from  one  end  to  another 

Saturated  with  blood ?-Ye.s.  It  wa.,  veiy  bloody;  but  some  of 
It  was  white,  and  it  w;u.  so  placed  that  the  white  wa=  exhibited  under 
the  basin-stand.  There  had  been  blood  on  the  blankets,  but  Ihey 
had  been  washed.  ^ 

Do  you  think  the  sheet  could  have  got  so  much  blood  o„  ,t  ^^\vl,> 
It  was  in  the  bod.  looking  at  the  state  of  the  bcil'-^I  ,lid  not  spread 
out  the  sheet  exactly  to  see  it  all. 

By  Mr   YouNO-l'went  to  the  hoiuse  first  at  halfpa-H  dvo  or  twenty 
mmutes  to  six  on  the  Monday  evening  after  the  murder.       CamobeU 
the  detective,   and   I  were   the   first   policemen   on  the   spot.    '   I   went 
downstairs  with  Dr.   Watson  and  Mr.  Fleming.     Police  constable  Alex- 
ander Cameron   was  in  the   house   when   I   went  in.     Campbell  and    I 
and  also  C  ameron,  remained  in  the  house  for  about  two  hours    sc,-,-ch' 
mg  for  things  with   bloo.1  or  them,  and   making  ob.<=ervations.       Then 
we  removed   what  we  had  .^ot  to  the  police  office,  leaving  Cameron   in 
the   house.       Campbell  and    I    were    instantly  satisfied  that   there   had 
been  a  murder,  and  we  thought  on  what  would   be  the  most   pr.bab'i 
occa..,on  for  the  murder,   whether  it  wa.s  for  plunder:  and  on   l..,king 
into  the  servants  chest  wo  saw  .some  articles  like  ne.  kties  and  wrappers 
and  things  of  that  kind,  and  either  I  suguested  to  Campbell  or  Camp- 
beU  suggested  to  me,  that  she  must  have   had  belter  clothes,   and  we 
supposed   there   was   something   away,  but   we   could   not  tell   till    Mr 
Fleming  told  us.       Ihe  chest  wn.s  open,  the  lid  down,  but  not  fastened; 
the    lock    appeared    to   have    been    broken    prior    to  that    time         Mv 
impression  was   that   it  was  a  chest  which    would  net   lock        It  con 
tamed    trimmings    ,".nd    bit,,    of  gowns    and    ribbons,    all  omeared    with 

^bem        u'".    V     "'  "■'  u  '""""  ^''^''^'  ^^^"^  ^''^  ^«'"  -"^king  among 
them.       We   took  away  the  principal  part  of  the^e  things 
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Did  it  not  oc 


■fur  to  voii   to  as 


missin;;?— Mr.   Fleming 
Did  ho  sav  that  in 


k  if 


=ai 


d   he  did   not   know. 


'•f  the  pi.-ile   in   the   li 


f^  was  R.  Jeffpey 


-  an.swrr  to  a  que.^ion  by  you'-^ln  fearohing   for 

tliLs  slufl  we  took  no  thouf;ht  of  silverplate  being  away  till  Mr    Al'CaU 

^'^^,"T.'  u\  ''''™''   ^™''    ''"^  "'^"^   "P   ^"   ''»'   back  of  nine  o\lock. 
^  r.  M  C  all  then  ,nade  full  inquiry  of  Mr.  Fleming.     I  a.«ked  Mr.  John 
I'leming,  soruor,   ,f  there  w;i.s  arythinq  ,.mi..Mnp,  and  he  faid  he  could 
not  tell        That   was  a  good   while  after   we  wont.     There  was   a  Mr 
ehrystal  there  at   the  time,   and  another  tall  gentleman 

Where  did  yo„  ;;sk  him  that?-I  think  it  was  in  the  hack  ra.Iour 
lie  showed  .s  fonie  .Hlverplate  lying  in  the  f^idcboard  in  the  dining- 
rc.om.  '' 

At  that  time?-I  am  not  fure  whether  it  wa.s  that  night  or  ne.xt 
day.  We  were  searching  for  the  silverplate,  to  fee  if  there  v.-,v«  any 
nn.«sing.  and  I  think  Mr.  Fleming  said  he  could  not  sav  rightly  till  he 
f aw  how  much  was  down  the  water,  as  he  had  the  two  hou^ts 

Did  he  teU  you  that  any  waa  amissing?-!  think  that  night  he  said 
»hero  was  some  s.I'.orplate  mi-s.^ing  that  he  had  been  luiing  prior  to 
going  down  the  water  on  the  Friday.  I  think  it  wa.s  to  Mr  M'Call 
that  he  said  that. 

When  he  showed  you  into  the  .idtboard,  did  he  .-how  you  a  silver 
t..a-..ot  that  had  been  left  there '-Yes.  there  wa..  a  good  deal  of  valu- 
Hble  stuff  lying  there.  I  did  not  take  it  out  to  .«ee:  but  there  was  a 
rreat  deal  of  silverplate  there.  He  ju,t  opened  the  door  and  said, 
1  hey  might  have  gotten  away  that  if  they  had  been  wanting 
F'Minder.  I  th.nk  that  was  on  the  Monday  night.       He  ju,t  opened 

>■'■(■  wing  ,,f  tha  sideboard.       This  was   after  he  had  told    u.s   that  the 
I'lioons  which  were  in  me  in  the  house  had  been  taken  awav 

V\as  there  anythir-  to  account  for  a  thief  taking  the  Spoons  and 
leaving  the  otlier  si:  ,  ,vhlch  you  saw?-That  was  the  niv.stery  that 
wo  could  not  .see  to  the  bottom  cf;  1  have  not  seen  to  the"  bottom  of 
it    yet. 

Was  it  the  .ubj.ct  of  conversatvm  among  you  in  the  huo.^e  that 
iiight?--Yes. 

Who  all   joined  in   it'-Campbell   and  I.   J.hn  Flei.iing,  senior,  and 

ohn  Fleming,  junior;    Mr.  Chry.ta!  spoke  to  lus  about  it.  and  another 

all,    grey-whi..kered    gentleman.         We    also    spoko    about    it    to    D- 

lleming.        The    conclusion    that   Cauipheil    and    I    came    to   was   that 

an   old  th,..f,  a  regular  thief,   would  have  taken  away   more   than  was 

tiken        One  not  practised  iii  thieving  miglil   leav-  .wnntthing  behind 

Did   you   not  teU   about  that    other  plate    to    (he   Sheriff    when  vou 

were  prrcognosced  by  him?-No,   I  never  was  asked,     llie   Fiscal  waa 

there  him.<=elf,  and  the  Sheriff  was  there,  and  I  suppose  they  saw  it 

Bdt  the  tact  IS,  you  did  not  communicate  it  to  the  Sheriff  or  the 
Irocnratorfiscal'-No.  The  superintendent  of  the  cuminal  depart- 
nient  was  also  there. 

Did  you  see  any  other  portable  articles  of  value  about  the  hou«e 
xvhich  you  would  have  expected  a  thief  to  take?-- There  was  the  frame 
of  a  cruel  stand  below  the  table  in  the  bedrcxjn.  where  the  body  was 
Jound.        1   think    it    was   a  plated    .-jrtirle         r «....:_.,    _    ,■  .    ,        .■  . 
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R  Jeffrey  Lo!  .,ui  ,s  like  an  ol.l  thiof.  or  a  pprson  v.ho  knew  tlio  vnlne  u{  it  I 
fan-  ,he  ,l<,tl,.«  ami  the  stuff  fnr  c-LaninK  silver  in  a  drawer  in  the 
k.tc, en  I  supposed  the  frame  .,f  ll,e  rruet  stan.i  had  v,een  cleaned 
in  the  kitchen  and  carried  ben  to  the  hp,JrrK>:.i.  It  .denied  to 
have  been  recently  cleaned  ;  it  was  very  pnre.  It  was  <,n  a  small  bit 
of  carpet,  under  the  table  in  the  bedroom. 

h.fn"'  '•""  i^"''!''"^  *"'^""'"  ''^■'^^  "'^'''*  ^'  to  when  the  spoons  had 
been  m..sed '-They  were  not  missed  till  we  asked  about  them;  they 
had  left  them  when  they  took  their  meals  on  the  Friday.  Mr  Fleming 
did  not  look  to  see  if  anythi,,,,  wa.s  mi.^sing  till  we  a.^ked  him  to  do  it 
^^e  looked  round,  and  all  v.e  found  in  the  house  was  one  small  silver 
easpocn  in  the  kitchen  :  there  were  two  pewter  spoons  on  the  table  in 
the  kitchen,  I  think  The  silver  teaspoon  was  on  the  shelf,  in  a  teacup 
or  saucr.  We  did  not  observe  it  till  next  day.  I  think  the  two 
pewter  spoons  were  ordinary  kitchen  tablespoons.  Thev  wore  washed 
but  not  rubbed  up  :  they  had  be^n  cleaned  since  they  w-ere  ,;sed  •  theJ 
were  on  the  dresser.  >    "'j' 

Hid  they   the  appearance  of   bein^^  put  away,   to  be  ready    for  u.e 

rthiTthe''    J"^^V.'>"»^'"    'Jo-n'-Ju.st    thrown     down,    apparently.' 

kite    "old    7'n""'  '"''  !''  '"'''''■     '^^"^    ^^-   -  '-r°t   in  tl^ 
kitchen     old    Mr    Flenin,.  made    tea   in    it   at  the    kitchen    fire    when 

kitchen  '    ""   '''''"'  '''  ^°'"'    ""'"''"  "'    '"'''■^'    ^"'^    ^""'^^  '"   t''P 


S.  Adams 


^AR.\n  Adams  (a  Witness  exaniinc.l  at  the  Trial). 

By  Mr.  Di.\on-I  was  with  Mrs.  M-Lachlai,  for  two  years  and  ter 
moi.ths  I  wa.s  in  the  habit  of  pawnin,  a  ,ood  many  an  d"  o'  her 
Everything  was  pawned  m  the  name  of  Fra^er.  My  mother  or  I 
always  wen  to  the  pawn.  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  had  sailors,  who  boar  led 
with  her  when  they  can,e  home  from  a  yoya«e.  They  pretty  of  en 
rhh^r^  St    'T'^"'   "^^    '""^  ^'•"''■-    -'«-'-   article 

They  left  the  thinjrs  with  her  to  keep  thea,  ti'l  they  cin.e  !,■  ,■'- • 
not  to  pawn.  They  were  left  as  a  kind'  of  pled  f,  .h  t'hey  ha^d 
been   unable  to  pay.       .She  raised    money   on'the',   by   p.wnii^g   Uiem 

J^he    had  some  things    which    belonired    to   her  brother.        He    never 

She  was   ,11    for   a  long  time  while    I   was   with   her.        She  was    very 
delicate^       ihe    doctor   wa.  pretty   constant    in   his  attendance         sZ 
required   a  person  to  come  about  the   house  to  assist  her      When  h  r 
..ter  Anne  wa.,  not  there  she  had  my  mother  always  to  ass,  t  her 
Ihe  doctor  w.-us  often  attendin::  her.       8he  was  very  weak-not  able 

nnie   1    uas   theie.       bhe  p,t  medicine   pretty   often    from   the   doctor 
She  never  spoke  to  me  of  the  expense  of  the  doctor.     When  the  doctor 
ordered    medicine  she   .ent   me  for    it,    and    I   got   it    frOm  th!  dolr 
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and  raid  for  it.  Plie  gave  me  the  vvmey.  Shp  Pomrtiriies  pawned  S.  Adams 
things  to  cet  money  to  pay  for  her  medicine.  Her  bad  healtli  kept 
her  very  poor.  I  left  her  five  or  fix  weeks  before  she  wa.<  appre- 
tien<|.-d.  Slio  «a,.  not  confined  to  Iwd  .^hoitly  before  I  I.lt.  .V  while 
befoi"  I  left  .she  vas  three  days,  in  bed.  She  was  not  very  strong 
when  I  left.  At  her  best  she  wa.<,  in  feeble  health.  The  doctor 
alway.s  came  to  her  when  she  wa.s  ill— not  when  she  kept  her  bed  for 
a  day  or  half  a  day,  but  when  f=he  was  very  ill.  >she  wa.s  freiiuently 
PO  ill  as  to  keep  her  bod  for  a  day  without  the  doctor  being  fcnt  for. 
I  could  not  .say  how  long  before  1  left  the  doctor 
I  mind  of  hini  bein;;  there. 
Oswald   Street. 

Was  she   a  Kood-teinpered    woman ?- 

\Va.s    .-^he    kind    to  you? — Yes;   she 
"  llyted  "    (11    :ne  :    she    "  flyted  " 
the 


being  ftnt 
was  there   last,  but 
It  was  Dr.    Buchanan,  at  the   head   of 


-Ves. 

never  struck  me ;  but  she  has 
me  more  than  anybody  el.-^e  in 
and   did   not  get  back  quick,   I 


1    :ne ;    sue    ■■  nyteil    '    on 
hou.'!'.        When   1   went  a  message 
used  to   u'et  a   "  llytinf^." 

But  .she    was   not   a  cross,   iU-natured   woman,   was  si 
time.s  she  was. 

Hut  s'lie   never  lifted   her   hand?— No,  not  to  me, 
was  very  trood-teiapered. 


No  ;    £o;ne- 
I  cannot  say  she 


Mary   Br.vrK  or  .Adams  (a  Witness  examined  at  the  Trial).  M.  Adams 

By  JTr.  Strachan-I  attended  on  Mrs.  M'Lachlnn  when  she  was 
ronfined  to  bed.  when  li-r  sister  was  not  there.  She  paid  me  7s.  a 
week,  and  sometimes  more,  as  her  income  afforded  it.  Sometime.^  I 
have  eot  &.  a  week.  I  attended  her  niudit  and  dav  .'several  times 
for  a  week  and  a  fortnicht  at  a  time.  I  never  attcmled  her  at  the 
Broonii,  law.  }icr  sister  wis  with  Her  part  of  the  time  that  she 
lived    at   the    Broomielaw. 

Was  she  a  bad-tempered  woman?— She  had  no  reason  to  try  her 
temper  with  me.  I  was  in  the  habit  of  doing  all  her  washing  for 
her.  She  was  not  able  to  do  that.  She  mitjht  be  able  to  wash  a 
few  thincs  for  herself,  but  not  a  day's  washing.  I  have  got  Is.  a 
dav.  and  sometimes  Is.  6d.  a  day  from  her.  I  never  was  a  night 
with  her  while  she  was  in  the  Broomielaw,  but  1  have  done  wa.shing 
and  clea-ung  for  her  duiin,^  the  day.  She  was  a  weakly  woman,  and 
had  often  trouble.  She  .omplained  to  me  often  wliile  in  Elliot 
Street  and  Stobcross  Street  of  the  expense  of  th-  doctor  and  medicine. 
She  was  nut  extrava.i'ant  in  any  other  thing,  unless  she  might  be  in 
dress,  but  not  for  a  time  back.  In  living  she  was  very  moderate. 
She  was  a  very  toniiierate  woman.  She  did  not  drink,  unless  by  the 
doctor's  orders.  She  would  take  one  glas.=  of  spirits,  but  she  would 
take  no  more.  She  could  not  have  lived  more  economically  than 
sha  did.  She  had  sometimes  sailors  boarding  with  her— two  or  three 
at  a  time,  and  I  have  heard  her  say  that  ihey  had  gone  away  without 
payin.;  her.  She  has  been  compelled  to  pawn  the  clothes  which  they 
had  leit  with  her.  1  very  often  pawned  them  for  her  when  the  little 
girl  was   not   at  home,   but   it  was  generally   the  little    girl.        When  I 
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M.  Adams      md  so  I  knew  h.r  r.ec.Mt.os.       She  ha.  had   to  pa^vn  them  different 

mn.  m  order   to  pay  me.     They   «.ere  never  pawned   t.    a"  e   monTy 

for    .ntempcra^ce  or   extravagance.    In.t  tc    pay   for    medicine     or    the 

vrrr^re"  "'l^did  ■"  ff  ''"  ^T""  "''^'''  "^  '~  -^  - 
,\7  %?\        ,  °^  '"■''  "''""  •'"  '■'^  ''"^-  '5roomielaw.       I  lived   at 

Ho  a  Street.  I  never  saw  old  Mr,  Fleming  in  mv  life  tm  I  ,aw  „m 
m  the  County  BuUdings.  I  have  heard  mI.  M-Lachlan  occ.;I  nZ 
Fpo.ik  of  having  been  a  servant  in  his  familv.  .T^ion.ujy 


A.  M'intosh       Av.K   MTVTOM,   fSistev  of  the  prisoner),  examined  l.v    Mr 


Voiing. 


T  Ik^  ^"^'">f'^ur  years  of  ace.  My  si.ter  wa.«  twentv-.M..  la.=t  July 
I  lued  w.th  her  c^ht  months  in  her  house  at  the  lin.omiehw  Sh« 
wa^  m  very  bad  health  during  that  time.       She  neve     1  ad   boen  ,lll 

win:  ^^  T  '''7 ,  'r ""  ^->-  ■"  Novemi'  s  ^:  ,r 

went  to  Edmhurgh    and  .he  lay  at  that  time  for  six  week..      She  has 
t.^     always   troubled    with    pnlpitafion.        She    h^   been    in   bed    Tr 
montlifi  before  that.       I  could  not   lift  her    and  ^he  hJ  il    •. 
that   one  side  of  the  bed   eouid   be   madr^t^l'tf, 'n  .  "^I,."  B^,!:: 
old  me  about  a  year  ago  that  if  I  did  not  come  and  attend  to  her  "he 

i  ed  tr-  T:  f  «J/"f -'y  on  the  floor.  During  the  eiglu  moVt 
1  lived  n  t  ..«.  I  was  always  m  the  house.  01,1  Mr.  Fleming  caUed 
tw.ce  on  herat  the  Broon.ielaw  in  the  eight  months  I  .a  here  J 
«ent  to  Edinburgh  to  service  on  the  10th  November  l-,»t  nH  ♦/ 
e.ght  months  I  wa.  there  were  eight  month,  imnfe  ta  ,  befo  'that' 
On  one  occasion  Je.s.e  MTher.on  had  been  down,  and  invited  Mr 
and  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  up.  They  went,  and  old  .Mr.  Fleming  wa*i^ 
the   kitchen.        They    had    .ome    whisky    and    porter    there   'and    mv 

.»,.  *-!  ,     "^"^"'-       ^1^  ca"'e  again  about  a  week  b«>for« 

the  Glasgow   preach  ngs  in   Octnhwr        \i,.  -•  .  otiora 

i,i_,  „...         ,    ,.,  "  S'V'-'  tier  a  look  in  jjfKMi  a  can  "     f  lof 

wa.  when  my  sister  wa*  a  servant  to   Mr    Flcm^n.        ^l  *""  *"" 

years  last  .May  since  she  opened  the  shop        I  "a,     '    T  7' 

house  at  the  time,   but  I  w^  a  .ervan     in  n  '  J"""''  '"  ""^ 

Often   saw    her   there        Rhl    „„♦        .  ''^'^"'"'  "'  ""■   ''""'•   ""^ 

there.       She    got   out  every  second  Sunday,    and  she 
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woMlrl  come  through  the  week  when  she  was  out.       I  met  h.v  on  tho 
d  h  November  last.       I  wa..  going  past  Sandyfoi.i  i'lace,  and  she  railed 
alter  me.       I  told  her  I  was  thinking  of  going  to  a  silnation.  and  she 
said  1  wa.sfooli.-h,  a.s  my  sister  was  not  strong.       I  asked  whv  she  did 
not  come   down   last  Sabbath,  and   ,he  said   th.^  old    man  had    Kot   up 
in  a  rage  when  she  wa.s  coming  out,  and  told  her  if  she  wa^  to  go  out 
she  mast   go   in  the  forenoon,   and   net  m   the    afternoon.       She   said 
Jhe  old  devil '-my  heart  is  near  broken  with  him."       She  told  me 
that  before  he  would    let  her  out    to   the  greengrocer's   for  a  stock   of 
<abb.-.ge  he  went  himself,  and  she  pointed  to  the  shop  where  he  bought 
the  cabbage    at  the  corner  of  the  street.       That  was  last  November      I 
.lave  seen  old    Mr.    1  leming   six   times   in   my   sister's  house.        Some- 
times he  used  to  sit  more  than  an  hour,   and  sometimes  two  hours      I 
have   seen   him    three    times   in   one    week.        He   came  the    f.rst    time 
to  get  me  to  go  as  housemaid  to  his  son,   but  I  won'd  not  go         \h^ 
-Mutheson,  the  wa.sherwomaii,  saw  him  there.       He  came  on  a  Sunday 
evening   with   Je.vie  .MPher.^on,   and  got  tea  and  a  dram.     .My   oldest 
suster  was  here  from  Inverness  at  the   time,  and   waited   in  that  night 
at  tea.       Her  name  ,s  Mr..  Jack.        She   i.s  alive.       She   put   that   in 
the   papers  when   my  sister  was   fir.H  apprehended.       lier   husband   is 
a  sea  captain.       Sarah  Adanus  also  saw   Mr.    Fleming   in  my  sister 'a 


A.  M'lntoth 


Svu.Mi  .An.vMS  (recalled),   exaii.iued   by  Mr.    Young. 

I    saw    old    Mr     Fleming   at    Mrs.    M'Lachlan's  once,    shortly    after 
•-he  went  to  the  hou^e  at  the  Broomielaw.       It  i*  full  two  vears  since 
she  went  thee :    it   was   in    the   forenwn   that  I  saw    him  'there         I 
could  not  say  what  time  of  the  year  it  «as.       He  came  in,  and  linked 
ir     hey   were  all  well.       She  .i.^kcd   him  if   iio   would   have  any  drink 
mid  ho  said   no;  he  had   not  time  to  wait.       She   did   not  give   him 
anything,  and  be  did  not  sit  .iown.       He  j„.«t  came  between  the  out- 
Mde  door  and  the  kitchen  door.      1  he.-.id  all  that  was  said.       I  had 
the  baby  ,n  my  arms.      The  old  man  did  not  *peak  to  it.     He  a.ked 
If  they   we,-,,  all  w.,1;  and  .he  said.   "  Yes.  pr,  tty  wei!."       .>^he  a.-ked 
If  he  would  go  ben  to  the  big  room;  he  «aid.  "  No,  he  had  no  time 
for  the  boat  was  going  awny.  and   he  was  going  with   it."       He  then 
went  away.     Mr.M'Lachlan  called   him    "grandpa";    they   seemed 
qmte  Ultimate  and   friendly,   like   f.m.liar  acquaintance*.        When  he 
went  out  she  faid,  "  That  is  grandpa."      I  said,  "  Who  is  grandpn '  " 
.-.nd  she  said    "  Old  Mr.  Fleming."       When  he  came  in  first  she  said 
to   him        Here   w   a  tine   day,    grandpa."       She  said   nothing   about 
seemg  him   again   when   ho  came  back.       Tho  conversation  took   place 
m  .he  lobby ;  she  wa,  at  the  kitchen  door,  and  he  was  in  the  lobby 
I   was  oyer  at  the   kit,  hen  tab  o.   taking  care  of  the  child;  I  did   not 
notice  whether   they  shook  hands  or  not. 

ny  Mr  GEMMKL-That  was  the  only  occasion,  during  all  the  time 
that  I J-^jn   Mrs,   A.LachlanV  service,  that  I  saw  the  old  man 

I«y  Mr  \oiTNo-She  was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  his  hou,e  to'  see 
Je«sie_  I  understood  that  from  herself;  she  went  just  any  day  that 
she  liked,  generally  at  night.      She  went  sometimes  when  the  >,,"!- 


S,  Adams 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


S.  Adams      werp  at    th?   mist     '.n,)   «„„„  u        i 

He.   ..„n,o„   t.n.e    of    .o,n.   .as    .u,.  o'l^L    an7    .  ;^^':>'^ 

«he  was   .here  every  Satb  hat  it      '.T  h"""?  "'*'"   '"   ''"   ''""""' 

^  pan .  the  4;  ^Heii;':^i^.^::.-;.s-,rtr  r^nt 


E.  Halliday 


Elizaiietji   Hallidat. 


Rv    Mr. 


Stkachan — I    was   a   gerwinf    in    ^tl.     t.-i      ■      •      i 

at  any  rat.  before  tho  \Vhit.";d!,v  te:,n  •"'"  '^  '"""''' 

During'  the   time   I    was  a  serv.inf    in   \T.     ti       •      .     . 

wo.],l    :,i„„.v,  i„„,i„   „!,„  ,,^,   ,,,^,;'    »™  '''"«;""  '•''I  '«"«  k- 
The  (ainily  were  in  Sandyford  Place  when  I  was  in  th.ir  .ervi,.>        T 

up  abo^;/  V'::i^'z.2r  KLt^sir  i:  :^>-  t-  ■^'"^^ 

and    afternoon.       In    the   mo.nln,.   if  "" y>^  ">   ^  ^art  morning 

and  when   it  wa«  after  that  it  wng  late        Th«       .  "'"'^ ' 

» 0^  .,,,1..  h.  h.pp„..  u.  d  up.  ■",,1 S'.!,;" « r.r.l'" 


~~^,. 
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1  for 

so  a 
,  six 


that 


rast  eicht,  or  betwwn  that  and  nine,   just  alter   he  got  hm  porridge,  e    H-'Uday 
He  did   not    get   t«a    when    he    rose;    he   went   out    after    gcttint;    his 
ixjrndge,    and   came    back    generally    about    midday    and    had    lunch; 
sometimes   coffee.       The   porri.ige   was    all    the    breakfast  he    had.       I 
ive  been  alone  with  him  in  the  house  from  Friday  to  Monday  three 
"r  lour   tunvf.       On    the.se   occasions   ho   generally    took    hi.«   meals    in 
the  kitchen,  and  then  he  just  used  the  spoon.s  that  were  down.stairs— 
pewter  spoon?.       He  did  not  object   to   us«  them.     He  generally  went 
to  bed  about  nine  o'clock,  I  think.       When  1  had  vLsitors  m,  he  never 
spoke  to  them  further  than  to  see  who  they  were.       When  I  wa.  -ilone 
he  .<:M  and  chatted   fa'niliarly.       Three  weeks  before  Jes.«ie  WVUev^oa 
-eft  prior  to   W  hitsunday    three  years  ago,   she   was   down   the    water 
and  I  went  do-.vn  :  fhe  and   I  slept  together  there.       She  spoke  of  the 
old    man   to   me.       She  said  ho   wa..   a   nasty    bodv,    or  a  dirty   body 
That   wa.'?    the   only  tinng   I    ever  hoard  her  say   of    him.        I  "thought 
that  meant  something  that  had  happened  that  I  did   not  hear  or  .--ee 
I  thought   It   meant  that  he  had   been   behaving  indecently   to   her        I 
did  not  ask  what  she  meant,  and  she  did  nut  tell  me.       She  di,I   not 
say   anything  about   his   having  done  anything   to   her.       She   did    not 
pay   that  lie  came   to   her   room  or   wanted    to   marry    her.       She    was 
nr,tated   at  the  time  she   spoke  of   him  ;  she  was   a  sort  of  angry  at 

at  the  tmie  He  had  been  sitting  in  tlie  kitchen,  and  she  said  he  waa 
a  V.  >y,  ,n  the  way,  a:,d  that  lie  was  a  nasty  old  body,  or  something 
like  that  She  pa.^sed  the  remark  two  or  three  times.  I  did  not 
n^k  anyllung  more  about  it.  There  m  nothing  that  I  an.  n.ha,;.ed  t.. 
tell ;  1  liave  nothing  more  to  tell. 

Did  s!io   give   you   to    under.^tand    that    he   had    made  any    nnpr-.per 
attempts  upon  her  viitucT-   Well,  she  did  not  say  so.  ''         '      ' 

Did  she   .rivo  you   to  understand   that?-Well,  1   thorght  th  if 

What  m.ide  you  think  that '-The  way  she  spoke  about  it 
^Did   sh..  j^ive  you   to  uiHl..r:-.;:,nd   that   it   v.a^  a  re.ent  occurrence?- 

At  Dunoon,  or  Glasgow ?-lt  would  be  at  Dunoon;  she  lived  at 
Dunoon;  and  he  was  just  down  occasionally.  There  was  nobody  but 
herself  down  when  I  went;  I  cannot  say  if  he  had  been  living  in  the 
house  alone  with  her  shortly  before;  sometimes  he  went  down  and 
fwyed  a  day  or  t«o  in  the  end  of  the  week,  when  the  rest  of  the 
.iniily  were  noT  down  and  when  .he  wa^  the  only  servant  in  the  house. 
I  don  t  tlii.ik  he  had  been  down  for  a  fortnight  before  that.  I  under 
*to.,d  that  si. e  was  referring  to  some  occurrence  that  had  (,iken  place 
at  Dunoon  when  he  and  she  were  in  the  house  alone  together  I 
cMd   not  ask  her  more  about  it. 

Did  yon  undeistind  that  he  had  come  to  bed  to  her' -No-  I  did 
not  know.  She  .ould  use  pretty  irritating  language;  she  waa 'pl^irnly 
(jL-giisted  with  his  attentions  at  these  ti.ues. 

I  know  that  she  went  back  to  service  there.  That  surprised  me 
aft«r  (ho  way  she  spoke  of  the  old  man.  I  did  not  see  :.er  aft«r  she 
went  back.  I  never  saw  the  old  man  in  a  passion.  I  never  saw 
anythinc  l,appen  to  provoke  him.       He  w,«,  not  to  say  a  strong  man. 
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E.  Halliday  but  ho  wa..  very  active  for  Lis  age.  He  could  walk  very  quick.  Ho 
eaw  well.  He  u.^cd  spoctarles  occasionally.  1  have  seen  him  read 
with  them  on,  and  I  have  seen  him  just  a.<^  often  without  them  I 
never  Faw  hun  paying  attentions  to  Je.^sie  or  to  any  other  servant  I 
never  saw  h,m  do  anything  improper.  I  never  heard  him  u^e  indecent 
lantrua^'e. 

The  CoMMis.sioNEK-lt  was  not  indecent  lar-.^juag-  that  you  under- 
Btood  Jessie  to  be  referring  to,  but  impropriety  of  conduct  towards 
herself  ?--i  PS.  I  understood  that.  I  know  that  all  the  winter  th-  gar- 
dener lived  at  the  house  at  Dunoon;  he  got  his  meals  in  the  hou^o. 
but  be  slept  about  the  stables  outside. 


Mr<,.  M. 
M'Kinnon 


Mrs.    Mart   MTiieu.^on   or   :l•KI^■^0N,   residing  in  Greenock. 

Ry  Mr.  DixoN-1  am  f,,ster  sister  of  Je.^cio  MTherson.  I  wa, 
brought  up  along  with  her.  I  know  Mrs.  MLachlan  too.  They  were 
alway.s  on  good  terms.  I  never  heard  a  word  between  them.  T  saw 
Jessie  four  weeks  before  her  death.  On  that  occasion  .he  spoke  about 
oW  Mr.  I'leming  being  so  inquisitive  tha.  no  person  could  call  on  her 
a.   ,         ^door  be.    could  not  rin..^  but  he  hood  to  know  and  see  wlio  it 

ai.  old  dcevil,  and  .a,d  if  she  had  that  six  months  put  in  she 
v-ould  not  put  in  another.  She  said  that  if  her  master  was  going 
down  the  water  and  telling  her  to  get  anything  in,  ho  would  says 
\Veel,  Jcs-s,  what  s  that  he's  raying  to  you  now?  "  and  the  like  of 
that  She  said  she  wa«  perfectly  tormented  with  him.  She  dis- 
liked the  old  man,  but  she  gave  no  other  reasons  than  his  inoMring 
as  to  who  came  about  the  house.  I  understood  from  her  that  he  had 
a  custom  o  go.n^  a  great  deal  about  the  kitchen.  The  l.-«t  time  I  .aw 
her  she  did  not  name  that,  but  I  knew  it  wa..  his  cusU.m.  From  the 
first  .me  she  went  to  the  hou.^e  he  was  alv.ays  about  the  kitchen. 
She  did  no  like  that,  but  she  knew  it  was  a  custom  of  his,  and  being 
the  nuasu^s  father,  she  did  not  check  him.  Last  tin,*  I  saw  he! 
she  said  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  and  her  husband  called  one  night  on  her 
and  not  to  give  him  satisfaction  who  it  was,  she  look  them  into  he; 
own  room;  but  he  came  in,  and  said.  "  0  !  Jessie,  is  this  you?  "  And 
she  said,  Us,  who  did  you  think  it  was?  "  and  he  sat  them  out  on 
that  occasion.  I  knew  that  he  w.as  in  the  habit  of  going  about  the 
shop   that  Jessie   had.       I  have  n,et  hiui   there   twice  myself        I   was 

sZfZr-,"^'  ?J"  ""■■■  'r*^'  °"'-  """^  *''^  ^"''^  '^'  diJ  not  know 
uhat  that  Old   wretch  was  trailing  down  there  about.       I  looked  UDon 

beside  l";"'  '"'  '  "'  "°'  «"'  ""^^  °'  ''"  """'^-  I  -°  -'  -"" 
By  .Mr.  GEMMKL-Last  time  I  saw  her  she  said  she  hadna'  spent 
her  wages,  and  that  she  was  going  to  buy  „  filled  plaid.  She  asked 
when  1  W.V  going  home.  I  said,  "  On  Saturday,"'  and  she  ^iHie 
would  ask  out  on  the  Friday  night  to  spend  her  wasr,.  bu.  it  w  .  . 
dread  ul  wet  that  she  never  came.  I  was  to  meet  her  in  Mrs 
Hamilton  s  fish  shop.  Her  wage..  I  think,  were  £7  in  the  half-vrar" 
but  I  am  not  quite  sure.  -       ' 
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th^^\^^''  "cf ''r'^  ^'"^"^  '''^  ''^"^  '"'^"'^'''^  '^'^'''^  ■"  connection  with  Mrs.  H 
tne  .^hop        bhe  had  trusted  custnmers  £75  in  cloven  months  :  the  debts  M'Klnnon 
were  .old  to  a   writer,  who  was   to  pay  hinv-.lf  and   the  debt..       She 
said  he  wa.s  to  Ret  £10  and  to  draw  in  th^  money 

.n^^J'l'  '^'"^'^■'^-'^'he  servants'  term  ,s  15th  May,  and  she  might 
not  cot  her  wa^es  for  e.^ht  days  or  a  fortnight,  hut  she  told  me  four 
weeks  he.ore  the  murder  that  she  had  her  wajres.  and  she  gave  my 
Ut  e  e>rl  half  a  sovore.^n,  but  that  wa,  not  off  her  wages,  for  she 
>a1  kept  >t  for  mo  .nhont  three  months,  and  she  had  it  rolled  in  a 
Iho,?  S?7  ^■"-^■J='''^f"">'-  H"  father  i,s  alive,  and  I  think  he  lives 
about  .Stirling.  He  was  pointed  out  to  me  ten  years  ar;o  a.,  her  father 
My  mother  nursed  her;  she   was   about  the   house  two  or   three  years 

hi  f  h  \^.^"'  ;"■"■  ^^'  ^''"^  "°  -^'^'"^  "■•  half-«..-ter,  but  she  had  a 
half-brother.  saw  that  old  Mr.  Fleming,  in  hLs  evidence  at  the  trial. 

said,       I  thou^'ht  she  had  cot  somebody  in  to  stnv  with  her        There 

7TJ  Tw'""  ''"  '■'•'^  '^  ■°''*"  ""'  ^"'-  ^^'^  ^^<^  "t"  ^^  i"  >'«'•  room." 
L  dd  ri  T  ''"T"  ""  ^  '^''^  ""'  "^"-^^  '-""y  "^f-"  r^-rson  that  it 
Sandvf     ."p"-  t""'"'"    '"•■   ''^°  '''^-"^  ••>"   "i-'ht   with   Je.=sie  at 

Sand.Nfor.i  Plnce  Jeannie  Darnley,  from  Falkirk,  did,  but  that  waa 
m  summer  m  May  or  some  of  these  months.  She  waited  eig^ 
day..,  and  Miss  Fleming  and  the  whole  of  them  saw  her  The  oH 
man  had  no  reason   in  the  world   to  say  thnt  I   ever  stayed   all   ^i  .ht 

^lel   r      •?'  '"^'1  "'  ''"  ''''''■•  ''"'"'   ^   ^"^   ♦ho   oniv  person   she 

ailed   her  sister.       I   have  sisters,  hut  there   have  been   none   of   them 

n  ar  her  for  years,  and   they  never  were  in  Sandyford   Place,       .Je.,!^ 

It  «as  .Te..sie  that  nursed  me,  and  since  I  g„t  married  my  hou.^e  was 
her  home.       I    .n^  two  or  three  times  in  .Sandvford   Place  house        I 
have  not  seen  old  Mr.  Fleming  there  since  before  she  took  up  the  shop 
Un^   xas.   lime  she   was  in  service   there  I  did   not   Bee   him,   but   the 

,Zl  .'""  V^  '  "r"  ""'  °'"'''""-  ^  '■""""f  •"•■^y  "hethor  he  knew 
rhat  she  called  me  her  sister,  but  Miss  Fleming  .and  the  whole  of  th-n 
knew  it.  My  house  in  Greenock  wa^  her  home,  and  she  slaved  a 
month  with  me  when  she  came  from  Kngland.  Mr.  Fleming  "knew 
hat   she  came  lo  see  me  one  Sunday,   for   lie  wid.  -  If  you   l^e  the 

boat  at  night,   mind.  Jess,  there's  n.ie  tnin  "       Ho  h.A  l 

,  1,        '  ,    '  ""^"^  "  "■"-  irain.  He  had  no  ro.ison   in 

he   world   to  suppose  that  T  w.aa  sleeping   with   her  on  the  night  she 

a    murdered        It  i.s  very  strange  that  he  should  say  «o.     He^nown 

hat  1  am   m,„,,cd,  and  live  in   Greenock.        He  had  no  reason  at  .all 

0.  suppose  that  I  waa  with  her  that  night,  .and  he  never  s.aw  mo  there 

except  once. 


J.VMEs  MLmuian,   ll.mh.ui.i  ..f  i|„. 


pn-diier. 


Examined  by  .Mr,  YoUNO-I  hoarded  myself  on  board  the  et^.omer 
in  which  I  w.a^  eiiiployed.  I  provided  my  own  bo.ard.  I,  was  sent 
me  by  my  wife  when  she  wa*  in  good  health,  and  when  she  wa«  no 
benmney  w.as  given  to  me.  and  I  ordered  my  own  things,  and  tliev  were 
sent  down  to  the  boat  to  me.  I  wa*  allowe,!  10s.  a  week  to  provl 
my  food;  I  kept  that  for  my  own  food,  and  I  Kenerally  t.ok  Vs    for 


J.  MX.aeh»«r. 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


1.  M-Lachlan    pfckot-money.       My   wife   cnt   the  balance,  viz.,    18.».    a  week,   out  of 
which  she  haci   to  keep  up  the  house,  and  to  pay  all  my  clothe.--,   and 
everything  else.       She    wn-<    very   delicate.        Ever   since    the   birth   of 
her  ch'';j  it  ha.'^   bc'en    only   at    inteivak    that   she    could  do   her   own 
turn.        For    a    long    period    after   the  child    w;i.<=    born   .«he    could    do 
nothinj.'  at  nl.  about   the   house.       We  often  con.=  ulted  about  her  fick- 
ties.s,  and  .«he  said  the  doctors  and  medicine  were  very  exrcusive.       I 
paid   feveral  accounts  for  do.-tor.s   myself   off  my   wages   before    eiving 
them  to  her.       I  hid  no  saved  money.      I  had  the  utmost  confidence 
m  her.       1  never  .«aw  anything  to  pive  n.e  reason  to  doubt  her.       Wo 
were  married  about  four  years  ago.       She  had  a  child  Fcorccly  .t.  year 
after  our  marriage,  and  yho  ha=  never  had  another.       She  lay  for  about 
three  months  after  the   biith  of  the   child  with   inflammation   in    both 
brea.<=t9.       I  generally  spent  two  days  and  three  nichts  a  week  in  my 
own  house.       The  others  I  wa.«  at  sea.      That  if.  giving  an  average,  for 
I  have  seen  us  come  in  on  a  Friday  and  not  fail  before  Tuesdav  :  and 
I  h,ave  seen   U8  come  in  one  day  and  snil  next  morning.       I  went   to 
sea  on   the  Thursday  before  the  murder,  and  did   not  return  till  after 
mid:.,;ht  of   the   Wednesday   or    Thursday    following.        I    then    went 
homo. 


i  I 


Mrs.  M.  Smith  Mrs.   .M..vrv   Fullebton   or  Slum   (a   Witne.=^  examined  at  the   Trial). 

Ry    Mr.   Wii.soN-1  knew   Mr.c   M'Lachlan   perfectly    well.        I    knew 
Je...,e    M'Pbcrson   to,..        I    was    never  a  day  out   of   her   shop    for  a 
twelvem  .nth,  and  I  saw   Mrs.  .AI'Lachlan  very  often  there.       She  w.-u 
a   sister    to  her  almost,  they   were    that   intimate.        Tlicy   were    very 
affectionate,  and   I  have  seen  her  -Ive   Mis.    .M'Lnclilan  ll.iM'.s  tb:.;    sl,e 
required   to  buy  again  immediately    for  her-self.       When   mv   husband 
wanted  hor  to  .summons  Mrs.   M'l.arblan   for  money  she  was   due  her 
she  sai.)  never  to  ',eed,   as  she  had  been  at  great  'expense  on  account 
of  Illness,  and  that  she  would  pay  when  she  got  better.       I  knew  that 
."he  was  very   ill  after  tho  birth  of  her  child.       Jessie  M'I'herson   has 
fold  me  that  some  of   .Mrs.   .M'Lachlan's  seafaring  lodgers  went  to  sea 
without   paying  hor;  that  was  the  rea.son  why  Jessie   M'Pherson  took 
pity  on   her,  and  would   not  summon  her.     My  husband  made   up   her 
books  .n   the  shop.       I  eaw  Jessie   MTherson  on  2ath  June    and  she 
was  to  come  to  my  house  on  6th  .July.       When  1  nut  her  on  2ath  June 
I  was  with  my  husl-.and.       She  was  looking  very  ill  ;  I  never  sxw  her 
looking  so  melancholy.       I  said,   "  ,Tiss,    whafs "wronr?  "       Shes„d 
"  I  m  no-  weel."       I  was  angry  at  her  for  not  coming  to  call  on  me.' 
but  -^he  said.       \  ou  .ion't  know  how  1  am  situated;  I  have  a  miserablo 
Jifo  of  It.  I   had  seen  old   Fleming   twenty  times  in  her  shop,   and 

who;,  I  .a^ked  her  what  he  wcs  doing  there,  she  .said  she  w.is  tormented 
with  him.  and  could  not  ge.  quit  of  him;  that  he  made  excusM  to 
come  down  with  newspapers  to  her  to  make  up  the  sugar  and  tea  but 
that  she  could  not  be  bothered  with  bim.  When  I  met  h"r  on  "Qth 
June  she  was  going  to  the  dyer's  with  a  piece  of  silk,  and  whe"n  I 
Mked  what  was  wrong  with  her.  she  said,  "I  live  a  miscr,-,ble  life 
he  Ls  just  an  .,ld  wretch  an<l  an  old  doevil.-  ,Sho  sa,d  (h.u  with 
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emphasis  before  mv  husband      I  =aid     "  T/.I1  ^     .i        ■  i. 

«tory ;  what  is   :t  he  ha.   done  to    t '  '        S^e  M  ^  ^"^T  H^'  ''  ''^  ""^  "'  ^'""- 

Ju  V    but  i  .  'T:  ""'^  ''^^  "'-^  '^"  ''^^  "^--t   S^'t^hath   dav     6th 

SitT:^.:^ r  r- -- ,-----  ^- '-  -'■  -- 

"'",       iry  me,  ,sam,     and  I  saw  her  put  h  m  down  on  the  flnrr      tsh. 
wa-s  gey  Mron,   whoa  she  could   manage   him.       She  wal     erv   sf  on. 
Ho    wa^   the   p<,li.eman   on   that  beat.        She   wa«    .  v^     7  ,  1      ^J 
woman.  "^   '^  ^'^'^  stout-boned 

Did    .vhe    t<'!i    you,    while    in   (;i,,v    street     fl  ,.    ,  •  I    T.-1       ■ 

H  t  „!rv  "..t.■:"s,.^:  :•  ;;»rr.  ',^r  -,•  -  r^ 
;st:::.:7ri-,j'£,r-,z[''  "-•f-'- 
puch  a  ferioua  kind  of  tone  I  w,r(prl  /  .  ^'^>'  *" 
miserable  then  by  what  Z' wj  be  o.v  .H  "  ."'l'  '"^"''^  ''^'^  '° 
^ho  wa.  ..,,  e,L„h  when  71  S^  w.J  ^ri.J^,;]"-^  '!^^^ 
riusery  began  when  .he  wa^  alone  with  bin,  Sh  ^^^  u  ^^ 
.allow  nobody  to  couie  in  or  bo  n„t  of  H  ,  ^'"'^  ''''  '^°"^<^ 
not  hide  to  fee  her  o  t  s  'Xh  Sh  "'.ai  i'";:'  T'j  ""'  '^  '  °"=^ 
H.at..e  would  be  glad  of  1  hS  fronT  me  \^tS  f^ r'^^'  •'">' 
l-i  ever  anybody  in  at  night  to  sleep  w"  h  l,or  Jl  "t'  'I  '  " 
-Pt  .n   the   hou.e   alone.        I   never   heard  anv-lnn,-  .L     '      '            " 

Hy    Mr.    Oemmel-I   know    that  she  had    a  eh,J,i' J  I:     ,• 
'-M  me  so;  and  she  sa.d  her  lad  wa.,  in   A„s,       a        f    "    ,""';  '^' 
her  a-'e        Sim  f„l,l   ,„       i  i  -^mstraiia.       J   coulu  not  sav 

Editr^gh.  ''''  "^   '^'™  '"  ^'^-^  i'--h  of  L'berton,  near 


Mr.=  .    Helen   Va:,te  or  .Mitchem.,  e.xam.ned 

h::l"^"t,r^.:^e°u;^.;a•-  r*-  ^-{J  ^  -^  "^ 

l.e  said  1  cotdd  not'get  he  houC  "a"  TvT  ''^  '"""f^  '°  "^ ' 
Monday  I  sa.d  the  ,.np,e  b!  1  Z  ,^TZ  ■  ITJI  "'""I/."  "" 
aga.n    that   night   or   on    Tuesday    mt^  rin^     Vl^  '   '"  "",'"  *^   ''''  "'■' 

c  ■  Sit :  ^''„r~  ;"«.i.::^^"»r  r  ■  4!' »i^,::'i^';;;r 
.»..j-  «.„...,  .,„,  -:,  ;f  j:;.";-:;-.ts:  ^ir::;  s,s 

28: 


Mrs.  H. 
Mitchell 


UN 

IS 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


MPS.  H. 

Mitchell 


He  diJ  not  .ipppar  drunk  ;  there  wa3  nothing  drunk-like  about  him. 
He  did  not  pit  down ;  it  was  a  hurried  visit.  Ho  was  not  in  his  usual 
state ;    he   canio   in   hurriedly  and  went   away    hurriedly. 

Was  Ih'ia  raised  appearance  before  or  afier  you  had  told  him  you 
had  no  rent  to  give  him?— It  was  ju.n  when  he  came  in  at  the  door. 

Was  he  worse  or  hotter  when  you  said  you  had  no  rent  to  give 
him  7— Ho  said  nothing  but  tliat  he  would  rome  hack  that  night  or 
Tuesday  morning. 

Mr.  YoTTNo— Do  you  think  it  would  ever  have  struck  you  at  all 
that  there  was  anything  peculiar  about  him  if  you  had  not  after- 
wards heard  of  the  murder?— I  thought  he  was  very  much  agitated; 
I   tliou^'ht  something  mu.«t  have  occurred  to   agitate   him. 


Mrs.  E.  Mrs.    Eliziketh    Nahnoni   or   Marsiiaix,    wife   of  and    residing    with 

Marshall  •.;i,i;  ,,i    :,[.,,,i,,ii.    i-,,,,!,,.   217   Kiliot    St,e..t,   e.Kunnncd. 

By  Mr.  \Vil?on— I  was  a  neighbour  of  ^Trs.  M'Lnchlan  when  she 
lived  in  Elliot  Street.  I  was  on  friendly  terms  with  her;  I  nursed 
her  child  wben  she  was  confined  to  bed.  When  fhe  was  well,  seldom 
a  week  pas-'i-.d  without  niy  seeing  her.  She  wa^  a  very  mild,  gor.tle- 
tompercd,  .Tiid  kind  woman  ;  she  was  delicate.  I  never  faw  any 
signs  of  thr 't!efsness  or  dissipation  about  her;  she  wa.«  not  given 
to  drink.  I  mii.n  h.ave  been  her  bid  health  that  threw  her  behind 
in  the  worlJ.  I  have  been  in  her  house  in  the  Brooniielaw  three  or 
four  times ;  she  was  in  bad  health  there,  and  in  Stobcross  Street, 
too,  I  believe,  and  I  went  occasionally  to  see  how  she  was.  She  had 
some  seafa.ing  lodgers  in  her  house  at  the  Broomielaw ;  she  told 
me  about  two  of  t!i'>m  wbo  were  due  her  money ;  that  was  before 
laft  May. 


Mrs.  E.  Mrs.    Emilv    Cummino   or  Clotworthy,   w'fe   of  Thomas   Clotworthy 

Clotw.orthy  132   Broomielaw,   examined. 

By  Mr.  Wilson— I  have  lived  for  eighteen  months  in  the  same 
land  as  Mrs.  M'Lachlan.  in  the  Broomielaw  ;  she  and  I  were  in  the 
habit  of  speaking  on  the  stair  <ts  neighbours.  I  'onsidered  her  an 
exceedingly  quiet,  gentle  woman,  i^nd  very  delicate.  Ab  far  as  I 
could  see,  o...;  wa^  a  woman  of  very  orderly  habits  ;  my  children  and 
ehe  bar]  more  acquaintance  than  I  had  with  her.  It  was  her  speaking 
to  my  children  that  drew  me  towards  her  :  she  spoke  kindly  to  then 
Pa-ssing  up  or  down,  I  would  iwk  her  servant  how  her  healtli  was. 
I  thought  she  was  in  a  decline;  (hat  wu£  vhat  made  me  feel  so  mnch 
for  her.  I  h  ard  that  she  kept  seafaring  lodgers.  I  did  not  know 
that  from  hearing  any  noise  in  her  house,  but  my  children  told  me 
that  ehe  kept  lodgers  ;  she  wa.'?  kind  to  the  children  Or  one  occa.sion 
they  had  got  on  a  swing,  and  she  said  to  thoui  not  to  do  it.  and  to 
tell  me  tliat  I  should  tiot  allow  them  to  do  it.  I  had  liad  a  severe  illne.s,s, 
and  so  retiring  was  she  that  she  did  ntt  come  her.^elf.  but  sent  the 
servant  to  inquire  foi  me.  One  day  a  melancholy  accident  haiipencd 
to  oRe  of  my  children  from  falling  into  a  aawpit,  uJid  all  the  neigh- 
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hours  Cocked  into  my  house,  except  her,   but  she  8ent  up  to  mnu.re  Mrs    B 
ii^h  n  '■■       ^':  "'"  "■■■''°">'  '  "°'"^"  "'^^  "^^  -  kindly  ,n3  ^'orthy 
t.cuUrly    qu.et    contracting    favourably    with    the    other    neighbours, 
^-r  they  were  anything  but  quiet.       I  dij  not  a..^ciat^  with  them  ai 
h,  ;  r         .    r  °      "'  '^"f'"^  '■'^  '"^°^  ^^'^'"«  '"""'h'-  ^hen  I  took  iU, 
M  L     hll^  '"'    ^nremely   favourable    opinion   of   Mrs. 


D.VNiEi.  I'.XTON,   CI„tho.s  Dealer.   92   Bii.k'o^Mte.  D.  Paton 

Mr,    YouNG-niJ  you  buy  a  brown   coat  from  old   Mr.    Fleming  »- 
hpl«  r  r"/°f.i  ''  ""^  ""'"  °^  ■"  ^^^y-      ^  ''°"«ht  it  a  fortnight 

'tjJ^  :  .  \  "^"""u" '  '^°  ^^'""'^^^  f°^'"'^''^'  I  '>*ve  bought 
uifferent  coats  from  h.m,  but  none  since.  I  bought  a  pair  of  trouTers 
from  him  at  the  same  time. 

Have  you   bought  anythiniT  from  him  since  ;-No;   I  never  saw  him 

day    lifting    his   rents.        It    wa.s    the    Saturday    fortnight   before    that 
that  1   I:ist   boufrnt   a  coat  from   hini 

hrownir'T"''"''  ^''''   T'  ^^°""--It  ^^  r.rey,   but  it  might  be 
t)rowni3ti.       It  was  more  of  a  grey. 

Th.re  mi,.ht  be  b.own  spots  on  it?-Tbe  coat  mi^ht  change  from 
aso  or  the  weather.  " 

From  the  size  of  tlie  coat  and  trousers  couJd  you  j„dKe  whether 
they  were  old  Mr.  Fleming's  or  his  .onV-I  suspected  ,Lc5:lheI 
to  be  Johns;  not  the  old  man's.  Tlioy  were  too  h.rge  for  the  old 
■aa,,^  I  have  bonaht  things  f,,,-,,  h„„  d.fUr.nt  tn,,,..  that  were 
not  his  own.       He  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  his  son's  clothes 


[\\  itne.-<i*'.s    former   pivcoirnitioa  read 


I..    310. 


By  Mr^GEMMEr.-!  saw  h,m  .,n  Mondny,  7lh  July,  collecting  rent. 
On  that  dvy  he  was  wearing  a  black  coa^-a  darki.h  coat.  I  cannot 
say  If  It  was  the  black  coat  that  he  usually  went  about  with 

Mr.  \ooNr.-D,d  you  remark  it  to  bo  a  new  coat'-I  saw  nothing 
particular  about  the  coat.  ^ 

By  Mr  GEMMEL-If  he  had  had  on  a  new  coat  I  think  I  would  have 
noticed  It.  I  saw  nothing  unnsual  about  his  manr.er.  I  saw  nothini- 
iai.>^e(l    about    him. 

By  Mr.  YouNO-He  so;,l  me  a  brownish  coloured  coat,  a  kmd  of  tor, 
coat:   It  flight  bo  two  years  ago,   or  a   good  while  ago,   at  anv  rate 

I  hat  portion  of  old  Mr.  Fleming's  evidence,  as  to  brown  coat  sold 
10  w.  n<^«  ie;i<l  (see  p.  36  of  Re,K,rt  of  Trial  I.]  1,  would  be  a  lon^ 
tune  before  I h.t  he  .„ld  me  a  brown  „at.  I  mind  of  buvui^ 
one  from  him,  but  it  will  he  two  or  three  years  ago.  It  was  a 
morning  cat.  with  .ide  po.  kc...  The  last  coat  ht  was  wearing 
was  a   hg.   heavy,   blue  be.aver  ,  oat.    with   pockets  ir    ,t.       That   was 

he  coa  he  w.-us  wearini,'  about  the  tune  of  the  muraer;  it  wa^  made 
longer   than  a  shooting   jacket,   and   had   big  pockets  at  the  sides        I 


Mrs.    M'Lachlan. 


D.  Paton  am  quit'e  pure  it  was  bliip.  I  rrmarkeH  that  it  w:i,^  a  cnori  coat.  I 
might  fee  it  on  a  woek  or  fo  bi^forp  the  murder.  I  couJd  not  say 
he  had  it  on  upon  the  Monday  aft«r  the  murder;  but  he  wore  it 
about  that  time,  and  sometimes  he  wore  a  black,  lone-tailed  dress  on 
otlier  day.«.  I  could  not  say  wh.at  kind  of  waistcoat  he  wore  ;  his 
trousers  were  .sometimes  a  kind  of  fteel  grej  and  at  other  finie.s  black. 
By  Mr.  Wilson— -Old  Mr.  Flemin£;'.«  statement  about  the  brown 
roat  is  not  tn;e  ;  I  paid  it  wn,s  not  true  when  I  rmd  it.  immediately 
after  the   trial. 

By  Mr.    'i  ocnc^T  am   verj-  sure   he  w.v  not  wearinc  a  brown   coat 
about  the  time  that  the  murder  wa^  committed. 


E.  Mitchell  Eliz\peth    MiTrrrr.r.T,.    living    with   her  mother    at    10    Albion   Street, 
and    between  17   and   18  years  old,    examined. 

By  Mr.  Whson— On  the  Mondiiv  after  the  murder  I  w;!>  :it  home 
with  my  mother:  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  old 
Mr.    I'leming  called  for  payment  of   byeone  rent. 

Did  his  appearance  at  the  time  excite  any  remark?— Yes,  he  .=remed 
very  anxious  to  get  it;  he  had  on  his  good  black  clothes,  not  the 
clothes  he  wore  for  ordinary  ;  his  usual  clothes  were  black,  but  very 
brown  with  the  wear.  Aft^r  he  went  away  my  mother  remarked 
to  me  that  he  had  liis  best  clothes  on,  and  she  wondered  w)>.it  would 
be  up.  I  said  I  did  not  know  :  she  said  notliing  about  his  raised 
state;  she  just  said  that  peihaps  there  would  be  something;  wronp. 
He  W.1S  very  agitated,  looking  veiy  flushed,  more  flushed  thnn  he  was 
for  ordinary,  and  his  eyes  were  stariiii.';  they  were  fi.xed,  not  restless; 
he  never  sat  down,  but  stood  willi  his  back  to  the  dresser,  quite 
agitated-like  ;  my  mother  did  not  excite  him  by  any  remark  she 
made. 

By  Mr.  (Jemmel — He  hns  sometimes  a  staring  eye,  but  not  so  mi'ch 
as  he  had  that  day.  My  mother  w.as  put  out  of  the  house  which 
she  had  taken  by  the  old  man.  at  last  term  ;  she  was  not  living  in 
the  hou.sc  :  she  b.id  sublet  it,  but  as  she  could  not  pay  the  rent  ho 
said  i-he  cotild  not  be  longer  tenant;  my  mother  did  iKt  want  to 
give  it  up,  but  he  refused  to  let  her  stay. 

By  Mr.  Wilson— There  %v;i;;  no  bad  feelini;  betwfin  my  mother  .and 
him. 

By  Mr.  Oemmel — He  usually  wore  a  black  coat,  very  brown  with 
the  wear;  a  long-tailed  coat;  it  was  glazed  and  pr-^asy-looking  about 
the  sleeves. 

(Before  the  Sheriff,  30  Sep/emhrr  1862.) 

A.  Dykes  Agnes  Dtues,  aged  35,  pays— 

T  am  a  preensrocer.  tind  I  reside  at  145  Elderslie  Street,  Glasgow. 
I  have  a  shop  in  Elderslie  Street,  and  my  house  is  at  the  back  of 
the  shop,  and  there  is  an  entrance  to  the  house  from  the  close. 
No.  143,  which  close  leads  to  the  hotise  occupied  by  Mrs.  Walker. 
The  tenement  in  which  we  live  is  at  the  comer  of  the  lace,  leading 
ago 
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0  tho  back  of  tho  house,,  ,n  Sandyford    I'la,.. ;  nnd   the  close  referred  A    Dykes 
o  ,..  about  4  or  5  yards  from  the  o,rner  of  the  lane.       I  remember  on  ' 

ho  eveuin,-  of  Fnday,  the  4th  of  July,  standing  for  some  fn>e  on 
the  pavement  >n  front  of  the  tenement,  and  a  little  nay  between  tho 
0  o.e  mouth  nnd  the  lane.  Mrs.  Walker  wa.«  alon^  w,th  me.  and 
It  was  at  her  request  that  I  came  out  of  my  hou.e  and  Mood  with 
her  It  would  be  about  half-pa..t  ten  .vhen  ,vo  >vent  out,  an.l  we 
contmued  MandiHR  in  the  same  place  till  about  a  quarter.pa.=t  eleven 
^r^.=.  \\a,ke,-  sn,d  she  did  not  feel  very  well,  and  she  wanted  to  get 
the  air.  \\l„Ie  .o  .fandint;  there,  and  looking  down  the  Mreet 
U>wards  the  corner  of  the  lane.  I  hnard  like  the  '•  .skliffing  -  of  feet 
behind  me,  and  on  tumin.  round  I  .=aw  a  woman  st<.p  from  the  cau^e- 

pa...ed   by   Mrs.   Walker   and    mo,   and    turned  into   the   lane.        I   .aw 
the  sue  of  her  face  a.s  she  passed.     I  said  to  Mrs.    Walker.    "  Whose 

ir^'W        ''"'7   l"'°   "''  '•'"'  ^'  '^'^   '™«  "f   the  night?  '■  and 
M.-.    U„lk,.r   n.,.,e,l    that    ,t    was  no  servant    at,   ail.    and,    pointing    to 
a   man  on   the  opposite  sul-   of  the  street,  said,    -  You   see   that  man 
he  and  .,he  will   me.t   in  the   park,"  meaning  the   park   aduln nng  th^ 
lane.        J  ho  man.   however,   did  not  join  her,   but  proceeded   down  the 
opposi  e  side  o,  the  street.       I  saw  said  woman  go  a  st.p  or  two  down 
the  lane,  but   I  did  not  watch  her  f.arther.       The   woman   whom   1  so 
saw  w.as  dressed  in  a  dark  bonnet,  a  darkish  brown   dre...«    but  I   did 
not  ob.=erve    whether  it   was    flounced  or   plain;   and   I    think   she    had 
a  rhaw    over  her  shoulders,   but  I   cannot  be  positive   whether  it  wa, 
a_sh,awl  or  a  cloak.       She  appeared   to  be  carrying  something  on   her 
Ictt  arn,    and  whi.  h   wa..  concealed   by  lior  shawl  or  cloak.        It  farther 
appeared    to    me   from    the    "skliffing"    above    referred    to   that    the 
woman  had  bad  shoe..,  or  very  light  ones.       J  heard  of  the  murder  of 
Jess.e  .M  I'herson  upon    Monday,    the  7th   of  July,    bemg  the   Monday 
following;  and   inquiry   was  made  at  me  by  the  police  a.s   to  whether 
observed    any    pen.-on    going    into    the   said    lane   on    the    preceding 
I'nday   night.     I  said    "No,"  as    I    did    not    then   remember    the   cii 
cumstanee.  and  it  wa.s  not  brought  to  my  recollection  until  the  begin- 
ning of  the  week  immediately  before  that  on  which  the  trial  of  Jessie 
.Mlntosh    or    M'Lachlan    took    place.        It   was    then    brought    to    my 
recollection    by    Mrs,    Walker  sending  for   me   to   c<;me    to  her    hou.e 
and  a.sk,ng  m.  ,f  I  remembered  of  having  seen  a  woman  pa*a  into  the 
larie  on  .aid  Priday   night  when   I    ^as  standing   along  with   her,  and 
on   her  mentioning   the   remark.,  that  had  been   made  at  the  time     the 
c.rcumst,ance  wa.s  brought  to  my  recollection.      She  then  told  me' that 
ha     womati   was   Mrs.   .MLachlan,   and  that  she   had   beon   out  for    a 
bottle  of  whisky,  and   was  on  her  way  back  to  Fleming's  house  when 
she  pa.s,,ed   us.       She  said  her  husband  had  informe.l  her  of  thi..,   and 
hat    ne    had     got    the    information    from    Mrs.     MT.achlan's    agent* 
pon  the   Saturday  preceding   the  trial   1  wa.s   by  the   instructions   of 

Jessie  M  Intosh  or  M'Lachlan.     I   then  thought,   and  still   think,  that 

s  c  IS        J  r"""    'fr'u    '^   '"'^   ^  ""°"^<^    "°^    ^^^'   to  swear    that 
she  IS.       I  recognu-ied  her  by  her  figure,  and  the  look  I  got  of  the  side 
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t)  ■ 


A.  Dykes  of  hor  face.  !t  wa.<t  after  elovt'n  oVlock  when  sai'l  uumap  passed 
us.  and  I  tlunk  it  would  bo  about  iV.o  minutes  or  a  iittle  nioio  past 
that  hour.  I  did  not  see  that  or  any  other  won^-n  rome  Out  of  the 
lano  that  night,  and  I  am  positive  that  I  could  not  ■  av<)  miffed  feeing 
any  woman  come  out  of  the  lane  while  we  were  standini;  there,  if 
such  had  occurred. 

Declares  further,  Jetsio  M'Intofh  or  M'Lachlan  is  an  entire  stranger 
to   me. 

I  knew  the  deceased  Jessie  M'Pherson  well,  and  ifho  was  in  the 
habit  of  making  purchasos  in  my  shop  while  in  Mr.  Fleniine's  service. 
The  last  time  I  saw  her  wns  on  the  evenini;  uf  the  Friday  referred 
to,  and  ehe  was  in  my  shop  between  six  and  seven  o'clock  that  nisiht. 
She  then  purchased  some  washing;  powder.  She  was  then  in  perfect 
health,  to  all  appe.uance.  I  did  nut  observe  the  smell  of  liquor  u(K)n 
her.  I  never  saw  her  the  worse  of  liquor,  icr  did  I  ever  smell  liquor 
on  her  when  in  my  shop. 

I  remember  about  a  month  before  said  Friday  of  Jessie  .M'l'hcrson 
coming  to  my  shop,  just  .vs  a  per.con  wa.s  leaviuf^  it  who  had  been 
asking:  nio  for  the  loan  of  some  money,  and  I  remarked  to  Jessie 
that  so'iie  people  thought  I  was  made  of  money.  Upon  this  Jessie 
remarked  that  it  was  a  bad  thinj;  to  lend  money,  for  she  had  lent 
money  to  two  different  p<>opIe,  a-id  could  not  get  it  back.  I  remarked 
that  it  wa.s  gtrant,'e  that  when  ;Mr.  Fleming  was  a  writer,  ehe  could 
not  get  him  to  get  her  money  for  her,  and  she  said  she  was  afraid 
to  speak  to  Mr.  Fleming,  as  on  a  former  occasion  he  h.ad  kept  out 
of  a  servant's  wages  the  money  which  she  had  lent  her,  and  had 
reproved  her   for  lending  money   to   servants. 

She  further  told  me  that  one  of  the  per.«ons  •.  ho  w.as  owing  her 
money  wa-s  an  old  servant  of  Mr.  Fleming's,  who  had  been  married 
out  of  thr-  house,  and  »  she  had  lent  her  PA,  nnd  -vhen  .'he  had 
asked  it  back  ehe  had  go„  the  heiirht  of  „;.iicp,  ;,,,t  fiic  was  ijoit..-  ,'.o 
ask  it  again,   "come  what  would." 

She  did  not  tell  me  t^c  name  of  this  servant,  nor  .<:ay  anything  about 
her,  further  than  that  she  wm  a  .servant  to  Mr.  Fleming,  and  had 
been  married  out,  of  the  house.  .Jessie  M'Pherson  never  said  anything 
to  me  .about  old  Mr.  Fleming,  but  I  h.ive  lieard  her  speiik  with  respect 
of  his  son,  John.  She  never  said  slie  was  unliappy  in  the  house, 
and  she  did  not  Icok  like  that. 

(Dvforc  the.  Sheriff,  1   Octvhrr  13C2.) 
C.  Paton  Oeorge   Paton  says- 

I  am  m  the  employm.cnt  of  Robert  Harvey,  dairyman,  at  Port 
Dundas,  and  I  reside  at  3  Barnside  BuUdings,  in  or  near  Glasgow  ; 
aged  25  yeais. 

For  upwards  of  a  year  I  have  been  m  the  haliit  of  supplying  the 
people  residing  in  Sandyford  Place  and  the  vicinity  with  milk  I 
visited  them  twice  every  lawful  day,  and  once  on  Sunday.  The 
first  visit  was  between  half-past  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  second  visit  between  half-past  two  and  three  o'clock 
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a/ternoon.  On  Sunday  I  only  made  one  vi.^it,  and  tlii^  was  in  tne 
morninR,  at  tim  hour  i  have  mentioned.  I  took  eharge  of  t^e  horse 
and  cart,  and  four  bovf.  who  went  with  me,  went  to  the  doors  of 
cuBfcomera,  and  rang  the  bell  to  warn  the  persons  'hat  I  w,-,s  at  the 
door  with   milk. 

I  remember  of  Saturday  morning  the  5th  July.  I  called  at  Mr 
flemincs  ho„,e  about  a  quarter  to  ei^ht  o'clock  that  mo-ning. 
Don.Ud  MQuarne  ont  of  the  boy.  who  was  alon«  with  me,  rang 
.hed.>,r  boll,  and  I  mw  that  the  door  was  opered  from  the  inside,  but  I 
do  not  know  wno  opened  it.  M'Quarrie  came  and  told  me  that  thev 
v.anted  no  milk.  I  a.«ked  M'Quarrie  who  had  opened  the  do<.r,  and 
he  .aid  It  wa.  c.ld  Klemi  ^.;:.  I  died  again  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  on  Sunday  morning,  and  on  Monday  morning,  but  i.o  milk  wa.« 
aUen  by  Mr  Kleminr  on  any  of  fhc.=e  occasion?.  It  was  one  of  my 
boy.,  who  called  at  the  dcxir,  and  1  never  .aw  who  opened  the  door 
but  I  was  told  on  every  occasion  that  old  Flcniin-  had  answered  it' 
and  I  fhoudit  this  France.  On  Monday  afternoon  I  called  at 
Mr  Memings  house,  and  old  Mr.  Flen.ing  camo  out  to  the  door  .tei«, 
and  paid  me  Is.  S^d.  for  milk  that  bad  been  received  during  the 
previous  week.  Mr.  Fleming  did  n<>  .av  anything  to  me  about 
Je^c.e  MI>her.=on.  and  I  asked  Jiin,  no  rjuestion.  He  did  not  appear 
to  be  excited  in  any  way.  He  did  not  give  me  any  rea.«on  for  not 
having  taKcn  milk  since  the  Friday  previous,  and  I  did  not  ask  him 
If  1  would  call  with  any  more  milk. 

The  la^t  time  that  I  supplied  milk  to  Fleming  was  on  Friday 
morning,  before  Jessie's  death.  I  d,d  not  see  who  opened  the  door 
that  morning.  I  cannot  say  what  boy  rang  the  door  bell  on  that 
morning.  I  supplied  milk  regularly  at  Mr.  Fleming's  house  twice 
every  day  up  till  the  Friday  morning  referred   to. 

I  do  not  know  the  prisoner,  Jessie  M'Lachlan.  The  deceased 
Jessie  M'Pherson  never  made  any  Ftat«ment  to  me  regarding  old 
Mr.   Ileming.  '' 

{P.cforc  Mr.  I'ouufj.) 
Monday.  October  20. 
23.    Hotel    Keener.   Argyle   H'.|< 


C.  Paton 


J.\MI;S     TllOM.-:ON. 


Hotel    Kec) 
examined. 


Dunoon, 


By  Mr.  Dixok-I  was  g.ardener  and  coachman  to  Mr.  Fleming  at  ^"°""°" 
nunoon  for  five  year.,  up  to  15th  May  last.  Jessie  M'Pherson  and 
Jessie  IM'Intosh  (Mrs.  M'Lachlan)  were  there  .a*  fcrvant.^  when  I 
went.  Jessie  M'Pherson  remained  three  years  after  that  and  Mrs 
M'Lachlan  two  summers  ;  she  stopped  in  tila^gow  in  winter,  and  went 
to  Dunoon  in  summer.  I  used  to  bear  the  deceased  and  Mrs 
M'Lachlan  of*en  talking  of  Ih 


to  marry  ; 
deceased   tc 


deceased,  and  1 


me  that  1 


e  old  gentleman  (Mr.   Fleming)   prop.jsing 
aughing  and  joking  about  it.       One   day 


give  her  all  he  had  if  she  would  do  it 

By  Mr.   Young— I  don't,  think  she  told 
M'Lachlan,   but  I   used  to  In 


le  wai;  very  anxious  to  marry   her,    and  would 


them  often  speaking  about   it,       Mrs. 
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il^  I 


J.  Thomson  MLachlan  .t=.d  to  joko  her  abo„l  U,  and  so  d,d  f.  \Vl>en  .l.o  told 
r.i^  hat.  he  wa.  anxio..  to  marry  her  I  believed  .he  was  .er.ous,  and 
1  believe  so  ftill. 

tn^U''  ^'Tr'  """■  'c?'  ^"•'■"'"'S  '"  '»'"  '>>'J  "'■■»"  s  conduct 
to  lead  mo  to  bel.eve  ....  She  told  w,  that  when  Mrs.  M'Larhlan 
wa.,  m  tho.crv,ce;  both  Jessie  M'Pherson  and  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  were 
Kood-tempered  as  far  a.s  I  ever  saw;  very  lovinR  together,  and  very 
Kocl  .r;ends  always;  in  fact,  more  li!<o  two  sisters  than  anvthine 
eUe.  They  were  both  in  the  i=ervice  for  tiie  fir.t  two  years  that  I 
wa«   there;    then    Mrs.    M'Lachlan    left    to  cet   married. 

ronJ,,  t  ;  ''=^"^'--1  "''••■"  -'^^^  ='">'>""g  iniproper  in  the  old  n,an-.s 
condiut  towards  the  servants. 


Dr.  Fleming- 


Dr.   Fleming  (a  Witness  examined  at  the  Trial). 


Mr.    YoL-N<.   (after   reading   f.    witness    pa..»a;,'es    from    Statement    ot 
pn..n,or  regarding  the  death   of  .Ies..ie  MTher^on  and   the  b     a    ou 
ol    hoi>elt   and   old    Hemini;    on    tliat    o.  i  a-iori    li.i.     "QO  W7     /    ^*'""y 

t  T^IV:'''"  ""^"""^  '"  »"  ''-'  "••^'^hl'ai^Lrn^'to'yU'  oS^n 
a'   .1   medical   man,  m  cnntradictc-I   bv   nil   ,.,.  ,„       »   .i  "F""'"n 

r.esented  by  the  body,  or  t^l^^lL;  'L^^ V aw  ^:j^:Z 
one  fK,mt  w.th  reference  to  the  wound.s  om  the  face.  Thoonlv  wound, 
onthc  face  were  the  one  across  the  for.head.  and  the  twrLr^ht 

.tundm^:  .he  must  have  been  lyin«  on  her  ba.h.  I  think  "t  the  time 
^o  reccved  then,.      The  nature  of  „,.,  wounds  indicates  that  di     n  ^y 
I   dont   thmk  any   one  of   theso   „r.,ke,   could  have   been  given  by  » 
party  connn.  ,n  and  ..trikin,-  her  on  the  face  while  .he  wa«  on  her  feet 

infl.cte.    when   the  deceased  was  lying   with  her  face  np?-Quito  .o 

And  therefore  the  appearance  presented  by  that  wo.ind  i..  in  your 
orin.on.  ■nconsL.tent  with  the  account  whi.l.  the  prisoner  .avs  Jessie 
gave  her,  a.,  to  how  she  had  been  struck  at  nr.i'-Ves 

I  suppo,e  what  you  proceed  upon  is  the  direction  of  the  wound'- 
L/i-arly.  ■ 

What  w«,  tho  peculiarity  in  the  direction  of  the  wound  which 
leads  you  to  h.  op.n.on  that  it  n.ust  have  been  inflicted  when  he 
decea..ed  was  ly.n,  with  her  face  npT-The  wound  was  right  acrot 
at  nght  anslcs  to  the  nose,  gust  a,  if  «he  had  been  lying  on  her 
back,  and  .truck  by  a  party  standing  at  one  s.de  of  her  ^Had  the 
blow    been    g.ven   while   she   was   on   her    feet   it    uould    have   been   a 

c  vfn    at   7  J^'    '''""     """"'"    ""    '•"'     "-    -"«    probably 

given   at   the  .ame   t.n.e,  or   nearly  at    the  same    ..me.    because  th  w 
arc  all  m  the  same  direction.  ^ 

Do«  the  direction  of  these  wound,  lead  you  to  tho  conclusion  that 
t  w«  mp<«.s,b lo  or  merely  .mprohable,  that  they  should  have  been 
nfluted  when  the  deceased  wa*  in  any  .Hher  position'-It  i,  not 
.mr.«.s,bie_    but   ,t    ,s   highly    .,;  probable.        For    insUnco.    ,he    might 

h       I  .T"*:-  '.".  '*•"   ""^  "''"*'"»'        That   is  a  pUible  ewe 

bat  I  thnk  it  u  highly  improbable. 

aw 
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I  suppose  the  improbability  would   be-  diminished   if  she    naa  sitting  pr   FlamluK 
at  the  time? — Yes. 

Is  theie  anything  else  in  the  prisoner's  statement  which  oi-curs  to 
you  as  beinu  inconsistent  wilh  the  appearances  presented  by  the  hoily 
or  the  premises? — No. 

Is  everything  else  in  that  statement  entirely  coiisL-stent  wilh  tlio 
.ippearances  whi.h  yoii  observed  upon  the  body,  and  upon  the 
premises'— So  far  aa  I  can  judge,  it  is. 

Were  the  marks  of  blood  upon  the  bed  such  in  their  character,  and 
la  the  e.ttent  of  them,  as  you  would  have  c.\pect€d,  assuming  that 
tho  dece,ised  was  lying  there  when  the.-^o  cuts  were  ii.flicted?— Yes, 
distinctly. 

13ut  1  also  undei.nand  you  to  ■■^ay  that  t!ie  prisoner's  statement  about 
putting  her  to  bed,  after  finding  lur  there,  would  also  account  for 
the  marks  of  blood  upon  the  bed?- Of  course,  she  would  be  bkeding, 
and  the  marks  would  be  on  the  bed. 

Such  marks  aa  you  saw,  and  in  the  position  in  which  you  «aw  them» 
— Clearly. 

What  are  your  reasons  fur  thinking  that  there  was  a  struggle?— 
We  founded  our  opinion  .  n  that  point  upon  the  appearances  on  tho 
floor.  The  lioor  had  a  peculiarly  scratched  appearance,  aa  if  from 
t!ie  shnllling  of  the  feet  of  parties  who  iiad  been  struggling.  Then, 
bfliind  f!io  kiuhen  donr.  and  low  down  upon  it,  there  was  a  large 
patch  of  blood  ;  on  tlio  back  of  the  kitchen  door  similar  streaks  of 
blood  were  acrof..<  tlie  back  of  one  of  the  kitchen  door-poets,  and 
nt  the  end  ot  the  jawbox.  or  sink,  there  were  distinct  niarkH  of  hlotxly 
finger*.  Then  the  hand  of  tho  deceased  was  very  much  mant'led, 
as  if  it  had  been  held  up  for  the  purpose  of  warding  off  the  blows 
aimed  at  t!ie  iiead.  From  all  these  appearances  we  inferred  that 
there  had  been  a  struggle. 

ny  a  ctruggio  do  you  mean  that  the  deceased  and  her  murderer 
had   been   in  grips? — Yes,  exactly. 

Would  the  cuts  on  the  hand  indicate  whether  a  struggle  had  taken 
place  Might  they  not  have  been  the  same  though  the  deceased's 
hands   had  never  touched   the  murderer?— Clearly. 

Then  you  can  draw  no  inference  about  a  struggle  from  the  .     .1  n 
the   hand?— It  was   Uken   in   connection   with  tne   other   appe 
The  report  was  drawn  up  by  my  colleague,  and  he  put  in  that  ph.ajt. 

Ihe  mark  of  bIo>d  on  the  kitchen  door— how  would  that  iiidicat* 
a  struggle?— It  was  the   peculiar  apponraiue  of  tho  mark. 

What  was  peculiar  m  the  appearance  ol  the  mark  which  made  it 
indicate  a  struggle ?-The  first  part  of  it  commenced  in  tho  centre  of 
the  door,  and  it  wu  perfectly  evident,  fr.;m  '.he  apix-aranco  of  it  that 
either  the  hi-d  or  the  dress  of  the  person  must  have  been  drawn 
across  at  that  point,  and  tho  finger  murks  at  the  end  of  tho  jawbox 
indicated  that  a  person  had  been  fallmg  down  at  that  place, 

But  I  unHerMand  you  to  say  that  tho  ».  count  given  by  the  prisoner 
would  equally  account  for  nil  tho  appearances  from  which  you  inferred 
that  there  had  been  a  strugKic'— Oh.   yes;  I   think  so 

The  prisoner  says  nothing  about  a  sitruggle.  Her  auuunt  is  in- 
rnnstttent   wilh    a    .trii^^Ie  :    ..H    y,» ,    1    uCdc^tand    you    to    «.>    U.at 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 

Dr.  Fleming  tlK.    account    which    she    gives     would    explain    .11    ,ho     arpearancs 
from  which  you  inferred  that  there  had   been  a  struggle '-Yc 

Therefore,   these  appearances  cannot  lead   you   even  nrobai.'v  to  the 

frT°\  ."t  I  "'""^  .^  8trup^!e?-\Ve  just,   came   to  the  co-nclunon 

from  what  I  have  ftrt<'d. 

On  consideration  and  rcnection,  are  you  now  of  opinion  that  the 
appearance,  which  you  saw  don't  enable  you  to  fJrm  an  opinion 
whether  there  wo.  a  .true^-Ie  or  not?-\Vell,  I  cannot  go  that  length 
Our  opmion  was  formed  from  what  I  have  already  stated;  and  I  thin'c 
these  appearances  would  hardly  have  been  there  unless  there  had  been 
some  Ptriif;k'le,  or  unless  some  shuffling  had  taken  place 

Toll  rno  any  of  the  appearances  which  could  not  have  occurred 
unlesa  there  had  been  a  ..trugt;le?-The  peculiar  appearance  on  the 
floor,  as  if  from  the  shufBini?  of  feet. 

Then  the  appearance  of  the  floor  is  not  consistent  with  the  prisoner's 
accountr-I  should  like  to  hear  a^iin  her  statement  a.«  to'that 

She  and  the  old  man  together  .x=,i.ted  the  deceased  into  the  kitchen 

She  moved   about  the   place   herself,  and  they  were  becide   her  in   the 

kitchen^       I  he    old    man.    according   to   her  account,   committed    the 

bloody  de<!d  when  she  wa«  lying  on  the  kitchen  floor,  and  then  dragged 

the  body  from   the  kitchen   into   the   laundry.        That   is   her   account 

,  .    '..  "  "'^''O""'  f"r  "le  appearances  tquallv  a^  the  notion  of  a 
struggle?— \es. 

Therefore,  these  appearances  are  not  mcon-Mstent  with  there  havin" 
been  no  struggle  at  all.  \Va.=  there  any  appearance  whid,  indicated 
that  there  must  have  been  a  struL'gb?-Thcy  don't  indicate  that  there 
must  liave  been  a  struggle,  but  there  may  have  been.  The  probabdity 
IS  that  there  was  a  struggle,  taking  everything  into  account. 

If  all  the  appearances  arc  equally  explained  by  tie  prisoner's 
account  a.^  by  the  conjecture  that  there  was  a  struggle  how  i«  it 
more  probable  that  there  was  a  struggle  than  that  there  was  nof- 
Ihe  finger  marks  on  the  end  of  the  jawbox,  I  think,  would  indicate 
that  during  the  supposed  .nrutrtrlo  the  party  had  been  in  the  act  of 
falling,  after  the  supposed  sluifflinc  of  the  feet,  and  in  falling  had 
laid  hold  of  the  end   of  the   jawbox. 

Any  bloody  hnnd  on  the  edge  of  the  jawbox  would   have   m.vh.  the 
mark.  thouL-h  the  owner  had  not  l.-n  falling?-!  admit  that     but  .-1.11 
there  is  that   peculiar  mark. 
It  is  consistent  with  your  conjecture ?--Yo(i. 
But  not   inconsistent  with   the  other  view?— No. 
It  is  equally  consistent  with  either  view?— Yeg. 

Then  if  o  mark  is  equally  consistent  with  cither  view,  it  does  not 
indicate  that  the  one  is  more  probable  than   the  other?— No 

Is  there  .inything  else  which,  as  a  medical  man,  you  can"givo  further 
light  upon'     Nothing  occurs  to  nie, 

Now,  to  avoid  mistakes,  ok^erve  what  I  understand  vou  l„  have 
«»id^  The  conjecture  which  you  formed  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
murder  was  piobahiy  committed  involved  th*.  notion  of  a  struggle  and 
the  appearances  which  you  found  were  consistent  with  that  notion- 
hut  the  appearance,  which  you  thought  indicated  a  struggle  are  .n.iallv" 
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-counted    for    by   thr    rnsoner'.^    .t;Upment   (whether  that    is    true    or  Dr    Fleming 

■  alse  IS  .inothrr  question);  and  that  statement   excludes   the  notion   of 

there    havi.)g    been   a  ftnijiKle ;   in   short,    there   were    no   appearances, 

iither  upon  tho  body  or  on  the  premise?,  which  are  not  entirely  con- 

-siJ-tent  wilh    tho    prisoner's  ptatemcnt.   except   only    the    three    wounds 

upon  the  head  and   face  which  you  have   mentioned'— Yes 

That  i.«  the  result  of  the  wii   .e  matter?— Yes. 

As  matter   of  evidence,  it  stands   as   I  have  stated,   so  far   as   vour 
judgment   and  observation   po?— Quite   po. 


Dr     W.MSON    (a    Witness    examined    at    ilu-   Tnan.  Dr.  Watson 

Mr,  Dixon  -Vnu  examined  the  wounds  on  the  head  of  the  deceased 
i»o  you  consider  it  possible  that  the  wound  across  the  bridge  of  the 
nose  could  be  inflirtcd  while  the  assailant  and  the  Mctim  were  both  in 
a  standing  position  ?-Ye.s  quite  possible.  It  depends  upon  the  height 
of  tlie  person  inflictim:  tho  wound.  If  tho  person  inflicting  the  wound 
was  high  enough  to  strike  a  blow  parallel  with  the  wound  with  his 
<'.Mend.-d   arm  ;  then   it   is   ,K,-sil,l,.  h„th  may  have  been  -tandin-. 

Might  not  the  wound  have  been  received  while  the  wonran  ww 
sittinK?-Tliat   is  perfectly   possible. 

Then  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  deceased  should  have  been  lying 
on  her  bark  with  Iht  face  up  m  order  to  get  these  wounds'— By  no 
means.  ' 

Th,.e  wound;,  would  probably  .tun  or  f.ll  the  woman '-Yes  very 
[iiobably. 

»y  Mr.  Y-OCNO-Any  one  of  them?-Any  one  of  them;  either  of  the 
wounds  on  tho  nose  or  tho  wound  on  the  forehead  mii;ht  and  pi„bablv 
did  stur     le  woman. 

Do  you  mean  would  knock  lier  down?— Yes 

In  all  probability  the  blow  which  caused  the  firL^t  cut  would  feU 
the  deceased  and  stun  her'-I  think  that  i«  probable;  it  is  probable 
that  any  one  of  tlio  wounds  would  completely  stun  her  and  fell  her. 

Mr.  DixoN-Thon.  if  you  suppose  that  the  nose  wounds  were  the 
first  induted.  there  is  nothuiL'  in  tho  position  of  the  transverse  wound 
.IW..M  (la-  fiu.liead  to  make  it  necessary  to  conclude  that  tho  woman 
was  attacked    in   a  recumbent    position?- Nothing. 

Is  tlicre  any  necessary  connection  between  the  nose  wounds  and  the 
transverso  wound  across  tho  forehead  to  indicate  that  they  wore 
inflicU'd  almost  f  imultancously  by  a  repetition  of  tho  blows  as  "fa»t  aa 
they  could   follow?— No. 

There  may  have  been  an  interval  and  a  diango  of  position'— There 
may 

ny  Mr.  Young -Are  yn„  speakin;;  of  ■vtreme  poesibilitioi  or  of 
rcaronnhle    possibilities'-  Of    niifonabl..    pof.Mbilities. 

Hy  Mr  DixoN-iSupposo  the  decewcd  had  been  drinkin^;  water 
and  rose  nnd  made  water  about  two  or  three  o'clock,  and  wafl  mur- 
dered between  four  and  five,  is  if  i.n  impossible  thing  that  the  urinary 
bladder  should  have  been  half  full,  or  that  th-re  shoidd  have  been 
a    cmsi.lerable    quantitv    of    urine    in    it'     \o ;    I    ih.nk    \\    i-    ur'    r.i 
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.V»t«on  all  in.po.v=ibIe  that  there  should  have  been  some  quantity  of  unno  in 
It.  I  saw  nothiriR  in  the  appearance  of  the  body  or'tlio  premises 
to  inrJ.cate  that  a  severe  struugle  had  taken  place  in  the  kitchen  1 
eaw  rot.  one  bloody  footmark  on  the  kitchen  floor.  I  raw  not  the 
lea.it  frnre  of  scratchinjj  on  the  flatjstor  38. 

ny  yh.  [iCMMnL-  I  did  not  make  a  Particular  exnnanation  of  the 
hou.=e.  I  ooked  nt  the  kiU^hen  floor,  and  I  am  .ure  if  there  had  been 
bloody  footmarks  on  it  I  wouid  not  have  mi...sed  them.  I  did  not 
e.xannne  the  bedroom.  I  e.xamined  the  kitchen  while  waiting  the 
arnvrl  of  the  police  furgeon.  When  ho  arrived  I  restricted  my 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  body. 

By  Mr^  YouNO-r  made  no  examination  of  the  premisea  with  a 
V  ew  to  draw  inference.,  a^  a  medical  man.  I  walked  through  the 
kitchen  and  remained  m  it  a  few  minutes  with  Mr.  Flen,ing  before 
mX.J    ™r''  T.T'''  '"'^■'  '^'"'-^  *'■   ''^"«  ''»''  ^«^"    bloody   foot- 

noTTnd    r  "°    r  '"T^^"  Tu  °"  ''"•  '^"°^-       "'""-IV  footmarks  would 
not  md.cat*  a  Mruggle.       I  have  read  the  prisoner's  statement        It 
Ls  quite  cnnMstent  with  the  appear  nee*  on  the  kitchen  floor 
I^   n   quite   consistent   wuh  aU   the  appearances    whiU.   you   .aw'- 

r     tie  do'n  ""         '"''  '"^'^  '°  "^''"'^  '"  ""=  «»«--nt.  but  I  have 
a  little  doubt  u,.on  one  or  two  paints  of  it;  the  wounds  on   the  wrilt 

t  .e   body      the   wounds   on    the   wrist    indicate    a   .nrugglc,    and    tJiat 
Kruggle    1.   not   mentioned    in   the   prisoner's  Matement-     l,e   wo,  id 

wer  mid  Tf"  7',  '"""'"'  """"'•'•  "^''^  '^'^  "f''"'""  -  hat  they 
for  s.,?  >"  ■'  ''f'7.''"^  ^''  ^'or  ui,trument  than  the  cleaver 
or  surged  reason...  I  think  they  could  not  have  been  n.ade  with 
the  cl..vcr;  they  a.e  more  likely   to  have   been  with  a  light  knife    a 

they   wodM  have   been  torn  and   lacerated    anH  M,<.    .       .     '"c  '••ca\er 
would  havo  been  hurt;  they  wet'tllatT^  cu^' ^t   ^  drer^r,! 
have  made;  they  w.rc  dimply  through  the  skin,   leaving'    he  , end  ns 

life;    they    v.ere    gaping   wounds,    but    there    is    a   possibility    of    their 
having  been  .,,ade  just  .mmediately  alter  deceas*  •  it  m  «    h  ?     l 
immediately   a.icr  decea^ ;   U  i.  Lo  P-x^brb^ha     thev?r.„:d: 
during  life.       As  to  the  prisoners  statement  that   -  h     took  Iho   bodv 
by  the  o.xte,s  and  dragged  it  ben  into  the  laundry,"      'doubt  ar^st' 
laTind      '  'Trf  '''  '"'>■••  '""^  ""■'  ^^-  ^"-J*  .ife  do';,  ;/, 
weie    p,,i.c,l  to  as    to   almost  permit  the    bodv   al„n..    t„    l'      u  . 
them,  lading  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the  b™K   was  r.t  e..   »       ''!! 
I..V  the  Kcl.  and  fa,  c  down.     I  ,h.„n,|,t  tUailT.t,  '^*^'"^ 

between  the  legs  of  tho  deceased.  I'  be  tn    ,.       and/"'    ,    7  '""' 
and  dra^^ed  the   ..dy    behind   him,  tl7i:':;   l''    ul:.^e"[h:y 

K-i-Zir--  — --^ 
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tho  clothes  of  the  deoea.sed  were  .ill  dragRod  up  about  .he  arm-pit?.  Dr.  Watsor 
1  think  the  body  niiiiit  have  been  dra^eed  in  by  the  feet.  If  the 
v.ord  "feet"  had  been  substituted  for  "oxters'"  in  tho  prisoners 
ttatement,  it  would  have  removed  the  diflTiculty.  The  body  wa?  un- 
touched when  I  .-aw  it :  there  is  more  .ippcarance  of  blood  uiider  it  on 
f!:o  plan  than  thiTe  really  was  ;  the  face  was  not  lying  in  a  pool  of 
blood— there  wms  nothins,'  like  a  pool  of  blood.  The  .'hift  and  all  the 
clothes  on  the  body  had  been  dracrced  up  upon  the  hea.i,  and  these 
were  bloody  ;  tho  face  was  lying  upon  bloody  clothe.''.  The  dracsing 
up  of  the  c:othe5  and  the  po.Mtion  of  the  amis,  which  were  up  at  the 
fide  of  the  head,  confirmed  my  notion  that  the  body  wa.s  dragRcd  in 
by  th<j  feet. 

f{y    >Ir.    DixoK— In    all    other    respects    my   knowledge  of    the    cafe 
coincides  with  the  woman's  statement. 


Dr.   M.\c:.KOD  (a  Witnes.s  examined  at  the  Trial).  Dr.  Macleoa 

ILetK-r   written  by   witness  to  Mr.   Gemn.el,   and    forwarded  to   tho 
Lord   Advo,nto.   rciid.]! 

By  .Mr.  YouxG— The  suppoition  aa  to  the  marks  of  bloody  fingers 
on  the  closet  door  ia  purely  conjectural ?-It  was  very  difBcuIt  to 
make  out  whether  they  were  t-n^jor  marks  or  the  mark  of  a  cloth  • 
several  of  u.^  examined  it,  and  wo  were  not  aereed  a.s  to  how  it  wa.s 
produced.  On  the  whole,  that  conjecture  i^  one  which  I  am  not 
dispo..*d  to  take  any  account  of ;  I  have  every  rea«.n  to  think  that 
the  wo,:nd  <.n  the  forehead  and  tho  two  wounds  on  the  nose  were 
inflicted  at  once  ;  they  rro,sent  the  appearances  of  the  san:e  age,  and 
t|i«y  are  abfolutely  in  tho  fame  direction,  .juite  parallel  th»  one  to 
ttie  othu-.  Tlie  two  no.-^»  wounds  cleft  the  no<«e  down  to  the  ba.-e 
llirouKh  the  bones  and  soft  tissues,  but  did  not  extend  to  tho  face  on 
either  side;  they  were  cle.-.n  cute  throuifh  tho  nose,  of  even  depth 

Uo  you  think  it  impo.=.«ihle  or  only  highlv  improbable  that  'iny  ono 
of  these  wounds  could  be  inflicted  upon  the  dcce.iscd  while  she  was 
Ki  an  erect  position ?-yup,>osinc:  two  pei.sons  of  equal  height  con- 
fronting each  other.  I  don't  think  it  po«=ible,  witi.out  raising  the 
••Ibow  info  a  mo«t  unnatural  attitude,  to  cause  these  lhi>e  »  ,ui.U«  uo 
ne  directly    transverse. 

hut  I  think  It  very  highly  nu,  robable.  from  it*  direction.  It  was 
as  directly  transverse  as  could  be  There  was  not  the  legist  oblim.ity 
m  ,t.  The  one  on  tho  forehead  was  tiie  longest,  and  thus  gave  a 
better  idea  of  the  position  in  which  they  stood  to  one  another 

Suppose  one  of  the.,e  blows  upon  the  .ie.eased  when  erect  that 
according  U.  your  opinion,  would  stun  her  and  fell  her,  ..he  would  then 
be  m  a  sufflciently  horizontal  p.«.tion,  and  there  would  be  no  difBcultv 
in  accounting  for  tiie  other  two>-No. 

Now.  IS  that  not  po.sible:-It  i,  perfectly  pos.Mble :  the  impr.>ba- 
bility   arising  chiefly   from   this,  that   tho  three  wound*   were   so  per- 

'  Prmluctidii  of  thin  iHl.i    h.m  ii.di-.., 
CumnjitRi  tin  !!h  .!::r.-'    ;■- 


'hp  ||,.iiiu  .swrelary  in  ih,.  Hmiiki.  of 
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Dr.  Kacleod  fectly  parallel  .hat  they  point  t.,  tl,.  nn.nloror  havin,  „o,h1  ,oua>d. 
h.s  vctnn  ,n  the  s. me  position  during  the  .nfli.tion  of  the  three  Of 
course     .t    ,s    perfectly   p<^.b:o   that    whoever    con.n.tted    t        Lrde 

.  ft  n-'r-rur  '"1-  "^  t'^^"  ^^  '■'^  "^^-^  -''^''^'  ^^'^  °''""' 

autr^^aras  in  the  fame  hne  ;  but  it  is  verv  in,pr„babiP 
ot  her  head  affect  the  direction  of  the  wound'— Ye<= 

.trtfJit'^^I'ld'    "'/''   """"    '■""   ^  •"^  "^"T-"   ''""''    'he    head    boen 
be  off    he  '       1''    proportion    t^    the    inelination    of    the    head, 

be  of^  the   oblique  and  on   the  honzontal?-Yes;   but  .t  would   requir 

rxaaly     o  that    inclinafon   which   would    correct  the   obii,,uitv  of  the 

But  to  fh?    "^     r  ?  '"Tr   ^"''  "'•'^^  ^''^  '^"  ■-'>°"''l  corro.rond. 
.he   h.  ^     \  "?,"'  M    ''^"^''  '''"''  '■■'''^r'^"^'^  '"  be  nn   inclination   of 

^iT  ,  .     '^■■^'    ""^   '"■''"''"'^  '^'"-^"    'he   bodv    w:u,   found-   but    it 

was.  I  believe   .„  the  .ame  position  as  .t  was  found  in,  when  I  .aw  ,t. 
Dr.   Uat..on  ha^  stated  that,   in   h,^  opinion,   the  body  wa^  probably 

pulhng     ho    body   like    a    wheelbarrow   behind    him,    and    one   of    hi. 

woTr^u  vV  ''  Z''  ?''  '''"  '''°*'""-^  "f'""  *'•  -hich  were  bloody. 

Ill  K  1  '^  "u"  *•'''.  ^""-  '*"''  'hat  the  face  was  found  lyin;;  on 
these  bloody  clothes.  A.=.suminu  it  to  have  been  „o,  would  tl-xt  not 
render  it  difTioult  for  you  ,o  tell  whether  the  face  had  been  '^^hed 
or  not  after  the  lir.-^t  injuries  were  innirted?-Merelv  tonfininR  the 
remark  to  the  face,  and  not  .po:,kin«  of  the  cheM'  ^ 

YcB-I  tlmik  not.     I  could  pivo  a  ve,^  sufTicient  rc.^on  for  .upposinK 
hat   the  explanation   of   the  way   in   which  the   body   wa..   drain    into 

rL  f  T  "^  ''"'  ^'1'"^  ""■'^  '^hraded  upon  their  anterior  a..pect 
Both  feet  were  extended  to  their  full  extent  upon  the  lee  and  the 
abrasion  and  the  dirtying  of  <he  limh,  evidently  from  coming  in 
contact  with  the  cround.  wa.,  only  from  the  knee  to  the  foot,  and  on 
the  anterior  m.rfa.-o  of  the  limb.  There  wa.  no  other  maik  ,f 
abrasion  or  sora,unp,  such  as  there  would  have  been  if  the  drai:i.in« 
had  been  on  any  other  part  of  the  body.  It  wa.  in  exactly  the 
position  which  I  would  have  expe,led  it  to  n««,ime  if  ,t  had  been 
draijged  in   before   the   riyor  mnri,,  had   been   fully   eofah-i-hed 

That,  in  your  opinion.  concluMvely  ^liows  that"  the  bcdv  h.vl  bren 
drawn  by  the  head  with  the  (ace  downwards,  the  le^..  between  th 
knee.s  and  the  toe...  bein^  drntrged  npou  the  Rruund'-Ye.  The 
draKR.uK  h.ad  been  from  the  knee  downwards.  There  w,,.s  the  rufflin. 
of  the  skin  which  I  am  acou.^tomed  enoud.  to  see  from  bodie.s  bein,- 
drawn  in  like  manner  If  the  body  bnd  been  drawn  bv  the  le.f 
wih  the  face  down  the  .km  of  ,t  wo.ld  not  only  have  b'.  .u  ruffled' 
but  the  b,o<Hi  would  probably  have  h.fn  removed  fiom  ,t,  which  it 
was  not,   for  all  the  F're;il<t;  were  entire 

How  wou.d  you  account,  on  that  supposition,  for  the  head  beiuK 
towards  t!io  door?-I  cannot  account  for  that  That  h.nc  ni^avii 
puzzled  me  from  the  first.  "  ^ 
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position  which  Dr.  Macleod 


Were  you  aware   bcforo   of  tho   riothcs  b.in^   i,,   the 
I  have  mentioned?-!  was  not 

th«^  /il  f "'"'    "''"    '"    "'■''^   P°^**''°"'   d^»*-'f-'ed    over   the    hea,i     and 

i^fficuhv     "n'    "'°"  ■'''""•    "'"^   "^'"'''    I-    »"-ded    with     lo    sam" 
difficulty  as   the  position   of   the   hcad'^-l   think   ^o        The   f  J!  »! 

I   M.ppose  blood    may    have   run    down   the  fa.-e   after  the   body    wa., 
dead      h^      ■  '"    '""^7-"'-'J'''at   depend.,    on   whether   the    body    w^ 

t'lrlv  ^^"  "'"'^ ''"" '  '^  "■-  '•"^-">-  ^'-^  '^°  ^'-^-^ 

flow'L''"l"L  "t""f'"  ■''   "°"""'  '''''  death'-Oh,    yes;  ,t   would 

bwf    ^''"''"    ''    '""    ^'^^^'-They     w.re    apparently    red,    arterial 
Suppofn   your    theory    to    be   quito    ri-ht     thit    lie    bn,K.  .   i 

m     our    lani,ua!;e;    it«     vitality    remained         Dell     n    T  T  ' 

eaasulate :  it  remains  liquid.  ''"''"''"^-        ^'^^'^     Wood     doc.     not 

[Aft*r   rea.iinL'   from   prisoner's   statement-"  About  three  oVIoeU     r 
suppose  It  wa.,   Jes.ie   told   him  to   go  away  ben  t  e      m,  o      1. 
he   was    very  wecl    where   he   w«        m,n   tf^i  .  ,  ''*"' 

and   make  water,   and  /he.ot^'in  b  tfid  T  T]""^'   '"  "^* 

water    wh,.,i    »>,  "  ''"'.^    ^^^   woman   made 

water    wh..     the    morning    waa    beciui.ing    to    break,     and     afterward! 

^S-  v:  ::-^i  i:^j^::r;z  :-:i:;r  -t-7  "7 

f-t  here  that  .he  had  lost  a  great  'i^^T^o^ 'J  l^:^ tl^l 
very  cons.derable   extent    diminiah    the    secretion    of   , lo     ,nne  "^    t,,: 

'  potaJ:.'""  "•^'^  '''  '"""'^''^  ^  ''"^"  'i"-''^>-  °'  --    ^' "1  I  .i 

Your   attention    being   called   tx,  the   circum.stnnce,   to  which   I    I 
now  relorred,  .lo  you   think   ,t  would   be  .afe  to  atrlh    ,nv  .       " 

whatever  to  the  fact  of  th  bladder  being  ha'f  full  J  '  ""V'^t^n. . 
of  the  aatement   in   it^lfT-I   think  if  the   wo-n  T  contradiction 

two  o'clock,  and  took  a  dr  nk  "fte  ,tt  ^^  "''t-:''"  '^""" 
between  four  and  five,  living  t.wj  '\  ^^f  uZ^'tT'^'' 
quite  possible    that   the    urine   might   be    there  "'   '' 

Your    attention    being   railed    to    th(>.-;e    mr».    ..»   *i        .   . 
you  think  that  it  would  bo  at  al    ,a  e  to  nti     h  iL         "f^"^^"''    ^^^ 

fa-t.  fb,t   .(,,.  i.u.M ,    ,,      ■!  :     V  ^  importance  to  the 

■-"   "--  ■'■■■■■■'  -.iiii:     No 
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Or.  Maeleod       You  were  of  opinian  that  tliere  had  been  a  struBglo.  fr.....  Ilie  appear- 
ances on  the  bo:iy  and  on  the  premises?    -Ye!;. 

-\j-e  there  any  of  the  appearances  from  which  you  oriKinnlly  inferred 
a  struKijle  whicli  ini^'ht  not  be  accounted  for  by  the  prisoner's  Ptnte- 
ment?-  t  have  not  y.en  anythin«  in  (he  Ftateme'nt  that  would  acco:i,it 
for  th(  iwtmarks  on  the  kitchen  floor.  There  were  a  number  of 
marks  of  bare  feet  on  tho  kitchen  flour,  round  the  circumference  of 
the  part  tliat  i:,  washed— what  I  referred  to  in  my  evidence  at  the 
trial.  And  in  what  consi.^t.s  the  evidence r— The  evidence  was  tlial 
the  kitchen  flcwr  had  been  partially  washe<i.  I'l.on  the  washed 
portion.«  of  the  R,x>r  there  were  considerable  .Mains,  which  I  carefully 
examined  by  ;r„ing  down  on  my  kiiee.s  and  getting  the  light  to  fall  on 
these  ttains.  It  was  <]uite  apparent  to  me  that  tho^e  stains  were 
the  marks  of  blood;  they  were  «rea.sy.  and  had  the  reddish 
look  of  iiDperfectly  effaced  blood  Around  the  circumference  of  the 
part  of  the  floor  whicli  had  been  wa.>=hed  there  were  impressions  on 
the  floor  which  I  wn.s  (hen  convinced,  and  am  now  convinced  had 
been  footmark.^-conf.if.ed  footmarks.  If  I  micht  be  allowed  to 
e.^plain  what  I  mean  by  footmarks,  tliry  were  the  marks  of  a  Bort 
of  twist  or  turn  of  the  heels  on  the  flo<-.r.  and  tho  ball  of  a  foot  had 
al.so   left   its   marks   upon   the   stones. 

Is  there  anything'  eI.-e?-No;  the  n;,!v  otiior  point  wlii.-l,  1  ,nii<  : 
e.xplain  by  the  prisoner's  statement  h  the  mark.s  of  a  bloody  hand 
which  I  referred  to  in  tho  ne.xt  fcntence  of  mv  evidence,  •'  There  were 
also  marks   of   blood   tuiind."   &c. 

But  do  U^se  marks  contradict  the  ..latement,  and  show  that  it  w 
not  tnie?-\o;  except  Cvat  I  cannot  see  bv  her  statement  how  thev 
could   have  come  there. 

Miuht  they  not  have  come  there  from  anvbody  in  the  l.ouse  with 
blood  on  their  finccrs?-In  that  view  I  cannot"  sav  that  her  sUte- 
ment  is   contradicted. 

Then,  do  you  say  that  what  you  have  referred  to  as  the  impressions  of 
fontm.irk.s  on  the  kitchen  floor  contradict  her  .-tatement '— So  far, 
that  I  don't  see  how  these  could  have  been  produced  unless  there  had 
been  people  en,  ge.l  in  a  struggle,  or  in      ..irlinR  round  on  the  same 

Bpot. 

liut.  accordinc  to  her  .■statement,  both  old  Fleminc  and  brrself  were 
workiMR  a  good  deal  about  the  decea.«.ed  in  the  kitchen '-But  thev 
were  too  concentrated  marks  for  that.  The  turns  in  the  heel  are  r-ot 
Buch  a.s  a  j.erson  produce.s  when  walkinpr  about,  and  they  were  not 
on  the  part  of  the  floor  where  (hey  would  have  been  beside  'the  woman 
She  IS  represented  as  laid  down  by  the  lire,  but  a  number  of  these 
footmarks  were  away  un  (owards  (he  press  (shows  on  plan)  ITiev 
were  on  this  space  whi(h  had  not  ben  washed. 

Do  you  think  that  these  mark.s  on  the  floor  are  inpoHant  as  a  con- 
tradiction of  the  f tatement '-I  think  so,  decidediv  ;  I  think  they  are 
such  marks  ns  could  not  have  been  produced  except  bv  (wo  people 
wresilini;  toRethor  in  the  kitchen.  The  marlu.  were  quite  evident 
whf.'i   I   saw  them. 

If  old   Mr.  Fleming  was  in  the  liuchen  and  cooked  his  meals    and 
had  his  meals  there  on  (he  Saturday,  Sunday,  and   Monday    he'niu^^t 
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t.a^e   s<...n  sometlung  odd   about   the  floor,  one   would   fi-rpc'e'-They  Dr    m.m^ 
wore  not  such   a.  would   attract  a  per.on-s  attention,  unZ  ex.v.  nod 
carefully,  from  the  nature  of  the  floor  it.elf.       They  were  n.arka  of  . 
bare  foot,  not  of  a  .hoe  carrj-in^  earth  or  lim^  with  ,t 

But  -!ltl"u3  ';r  ''T  "  """  f^"^^'''"-That  wa.  my  ,mnre.«.ion. 

isut  .,  though  the  n^arks  were  such  ns  you  fhould  not  be  .^urnrised  -it 
a   man   fre^uont-n.   the   kitchen  for   thnv  davs  never  ob 'ervZ  at  a  1 
you    neve„holes.    think    it    .af.    to    draw   ,•.»■  .nference    f,Z   tC    a 
-.nauce   .„h    the    pn-sonor's   statement?-!  think  .o,    con^den'^  th" 

1)0  you  think  a   wom.u,   who  had   received   the  wound,  en   the   fore- 
'.?:  nSt.       "'"'  "•"""  '"  '''■'''''  "■  •'"-^■--^  -  ^  —  ^t-ile  " 
Aitho„^.h  (h,.  fin^t  of  the  blows  wa-.  fuch  as  mn.f   ),.vo  .. 

X'Sy^^^-  ^" ''-  -' '-  "^  ^^^^^.;^:;>^-'^::l  t; 

You  think  that  .he  could  thereafter  en^afre  m  a  severe  .tru'-.le'- 
^  e,.  By  severe  1  mean  that  there  wa.  a  ,ood  deal  of  ,t  not  pSar« 
tha  .he  w,a.  able  to  make  any  ver^  stron,  resistance  :  In  e.^'S 
it  was  prolontxed.  "i.-.    mat 

You  think  the  three  wound«  were  infl.cted  at  once'- Yea 
And    after   she    had    siistained   these    three    wonn,)=  .u-   ,       ^ 

decea.ed   could    have  , one  her.elf   fron^    tt  lal 'rf  mtr'th  'ki  chtn^ 

IS  quite  conclusive.  'Ii.'ra.le,.        1„  ,„y   ,„,nd  that 

That  the  statement  mu.n  he  f.l.e'_S„  I   conclude 
And  although   there  wa,<i   nothin.'  el«e  vnn   mv..,h 

on   the  floor  alone,   arnve  at  .ha^cllu" "      l^   ';a';Cfa"ct  r.  ""'"' 
own    mind'— Ye.=  .  yati>faction  to  your 

I   think  you  said   there  was   nothine   else   in    tho   ,„„„  .     , 

•>ody  or  the  promises  inconsistent  u'th  h  s  a,e,;Tnt'''"Tr  ''  "' 
another  po.nt  which   I   found   very  consider  be   iS,^i;?^,,„r: 

nfner  ^"^h^^'^iTiT  Th  -^-"  ^-- ^^ 

,  ,    ,  '^  >■     ■  '"^    ''^''    ''athed    the    woman's    f-c    ,„    .»,» 

interval  between  the  time  that  the  wounds  on  «h„  I  u  J  I  "'^ 
had  bc-n  ,nfl,cted,  and  those  on  (he  neck  by  15  .ch'Th '  ""^  '"^' 
(inally   murdered.  •  "   "'^  woman  was 

She    c.ys    the    first    injuries    were    infl,,,^^    „,,„„    ^^ 
.he  speaks  as  to  the.ce  from  the  information  of  the  decear^^    til  "Jl 
wounds  on  the  neck   were  not  only  precisely  parallerbirh  J-'ll   tt 
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Dr.  Maeleod  appearance   of   havini,'    hcon  inflicted    from    the   same    position    at   one 
time. 

Had  the  body  the  .ippoaranoe  of  having  been  wqjihoH   then.  n.UpT  tiie 
wounds  had  been  inflicted? — Yes,   upon  the  neck. 

Ha\e  you  any   theory  to  account  for  the   washing  at  all?— None;    I 
cannot  account  for   it. 

It  is  inexplicable,  apparently  ?—Quit.e.  I  never  could  account  for  it. 
That  would  hardly  contradict  the  statement,  becau.«e  it  seomB  equally 
inexplicable  whether  that  statement  be  true  or  fal.?e?--E.\cept  that 
it  militates  acainsfc  her  statement  that  she  laved  the  fac«  after  the 
wounds  on  the  face;  but  afterwards,  when  the  woman  had  been  mur- 
dered by  the  blows  on  tho  neck,  which  were  the  fatal  injuries,  the 
body  seems  to  have  been  drn:rc:cd  into  the  room,  and  wo  find  tho  neck 
wa.'^hed. 

But  nobody   can   tell  why   that   was   done,   or   whfn  it  wa-s   done? — 
Except  that  it  waa  subsequent  to  the  wounds. 
Some  time  between  Friday  and  Monday? — Yes. 

And  at  whatr         part  of  that  period  it  wa«  done,  the  inexplicability 
is  precisely  the  sau'c.       You  cannot   explain  it?— No, 
You  see  no  reason  for  it?— No,  I  never  could. 

Then,  probably,  you  would  not  rely  much  upon  that  inexplicable 
thinn  ai!  beinc  any  contradiction  of  her  statement?— The  impression  I 
derived  from  the  statemer.t  v.•,^s  that  the  deceased  bad  received  certain 
wound.s  upon  the  fiu-e,  and  that  after  tliiU  .'^he  had  washed  her  f.ice  with 
wat«r  to  revive  her,  and  that  suh.cequently,  at  another  period  of  the 
contest,  she  had  been  murdered  by  certain  blows  upon  the  neck  -•ad 
that  then  the  body  had  been  drapged  into  the  bedroom. 

Whether  the  neck  was  washed  or  not  she  does  not  say?— From  that 
I  would  suppose  that  we  would  fird  on  the  face  traces  of  washing, 
but  that  we  would  not  find  them  on  the  neck,  ualeae  it  wad  done  at 
.some  subsequent  period  by  another  person;  whe^e.^s.  on  the  contrarv, 
we  find  the  face  not  washed,  and   the  neck  washed. 

The  time  she  says  she  batlud  the  face  was  between  eleven  and 
twelve  at  nicht?— The  face  w.-us  ensrained  with  dirt  and  blood  in  a 
way  I  don't  think  it  would  have  been  if  it  had  been  washed. 

By  Mr.  iJixoN— Had  she  been  lyini;  with  her  face  on  the  kitchen 
iloor.  her  jaw  fractured  in  three  or  four  places,  and  cnt«  on  the  top 
of  the  head,  could  that  have  happened  without  a  considerable  quantity 
of  blood  and  soilinc;  on  her  face?— It  would  have  been  equally  on  the 
neck.  .\ii  the  wounds  on  the  neck  must  have  been  iiiflicted  at  the 
same   time. 

iJy  Mr.    YorjNG— There  i.i  notbint:  else  which  I  desire  to  add. 
By   Mr,   (Jemmei,— There  %vere    no   marlc^s   on    the    ba.  k   of   tho  lio.-id 
a'    all. 

By  Mr,  YotTNG- 1  c:innot  say  that  she  had  not.  fallen,  but  o.ily  that 
Ihcro  is  no  prtxif  of  her  havini{  fallen  ;  nothing  cither  way. 

Bv  Mr.  Dixon— A  portion  of  th->  chest  was  warhcd,  aa  well  as  the 
I'ruiil   of   the   neck. 
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JiaM  1848'^:;?"'''^.'  "^  I  '''■""'■''•"  ■"  ''^^^^  ''  ^^">"-'^  between 
l.ehtne  there  are  very  fe>,-  men  north  of  the  T--veeci  who  have  .een  03 
'"any  case,  of  murder  and   a..as.,natu.n  a.  I  have.       I  saw  thV'ku^ 

tlZlf  ,■        ''r^^  ^"'^   "■""   ^^   °^  the   skull:   it  was   in    a 

.taje  of  n.acerat,on.      I  .aw  the  incision  across  the  bridge  of  the  nose. 

h-v«  h  L  fl'  Fa  \^\  ''.^"'  impossible  that  that  wound  couid 
h-ve    been    inflicted    wh.le    the   decea..*d    wa.s   standinR?-In,nos=ible  ' 

rnLs'h,  "  ""\""'.-  ''"  '''''  '''  ^">-^'-«  "f  th'at  kind  bein, 
mposs,bIe  „  an  absurdity;  fo.  thi.s  reason,  that  the  blow  might  h.ave 
b.en  p.ven   horizontally,    or  by   what   we  call    a   back  blow ; 'and    the 

wTinr  ^  "T'  """"  ''^''"^  °"  ^''''  ■-'"--'•  -ith  which  it 
Vnicte!  1  V  >,  '"'  ""'  ^■''"'^^'^'^  ^'^  f°™  'h^^  conch...ioa  thao  it  wa., 
Mflic  ed    by   either  one  irstrument  or   another,   not    even   by  a  sharp- 

Thoro  wa.  nothinR  i„  the  nppearanee  of  the  incL^ion  in  the  bone  to 
md.cat^e  that  to  you?-Ortainly  not.       I  would  not  like   to  speak  dol 

ccn:i:ie^a'"V^r'"   ''    ""    ''"^^    '''''"'    »""-    -'I-ib^  i^  ^ 
ccn.=iiler.   an  ah.curdity.  *^i    -^ 

Is  it  .mprobable  that  .hat  wound  w.-«  inflicted  while  the  woman  was 
st^and.n,    or  .ttmg?-I    don't   think   I    am    warranted   t.    answerM^ 


Dp,  Hamilton 


MAUT.iA  MTNiyRE,  aged  21,  a  Witnes8  examined  at  the  T.Ial. 

By  Mr,    ni.xoN-I  entered  Mr.    Flcni.n^'s  service  on    llfh   November 
-  .  and  left  U  on  the  fir.t  Saturday  of  January.       Jessie  M  '  Won 

Old  Mr.  Fleming  came  very  much  about  the  kit,  l,en  ;  he  jia.ssed  more 
of  h,.s  f.mc  hero  than  up.=tair.  when  the  family  were  awav.  tZ 
were  frequently  away  tcr  a  few  davs  when   I  wa^  there  "  " 

yuJ  ^'r  J"''^''~T^'  ''""''■■  ''°'''''""^  °f  "><=  "W  "•«'"-  his  daughter 
Margaret  Hemmg  bus  son.  John  Fleming,  young  John  Fieming  A Ib^ 
Ann.e  and  .M,..,  Ctherine  Fleming,  two  daughters  of  John  Fle'ming 
When  1  ..peak  of  tl)e  fam.lv  going  awav.  I  ..pe=.k  -f  -it  „^,„„.  !u  J^i 
.nan  and  his  daughter  Margaret.  The  otLra  worl'ofte;";;;;  "^^ 
Dunoor.  :    from    Frul.iy  to   M,mday  occo^Monallv  ^ 

Ry  M..  DixoN-Jes.,ic  often  objected  to  hi.;  coming  to  the  kitchen 
He  ju..  sat^down  by  the  fire  and  cracked  with  the  girL..  Som  ti  ,  e, 
he  wouhi  sit  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  evening;  he  generallv  sat  all  he 
.yening  from  tea  time  till  he  went  t.  bed.  "  ' Ee  l.me  n  abo.  tw^ 
o  l<Kk  in  the  aftern.x>n,  and  generally  sat  for  an  hour  or  so  in  tie 
kitchen,  and  got  some  lunch.  He  liked  to  know  all  that  wa^  go  ng 
on;  he  wa.  very  in,;ui.-=.tive  aboul,  evervthing.  If  he  heard  anv  ono 
oome  in  he  alwav..  ..=ked  who  they  we,.,  and  what  theT wanted 
mean  .any  one  coming  to  eoe  the  serv.ants  in  the  kitche:i.  He  got  'un 
.omet,me«  b-tween  eight  and  nine,  but  he  never  came  out  oF  hi^ 
"■■  '"'  "■--*-"-■'■  '"^  "i.i  crcaKia  I.      He  used  to  go  about 

X 
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M.  M'lntyre 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


!/' 


M.MIntyrem     ho    mom.ng  before   ho   dre.sed  for   breakfast:   he   would    co   about 
between  h,s  own  room  and  the  rcK„„   downstair.,  where  he  kept  .Zl 

Lu  tTu'.  '  "f^  '°  ^"  '"^  S^^  '^''^  "P  '^"d  down  there.  He 
woidd  be  ha!f.dressed.  without  his  coat.  H.  penorallv  went  to  bed 
about  mneo  clock  or  between  nine  and  ten;  he  had"  no  particular 
ho,,r  for  ,'oin,  to  bed,  but  it  was  goner.Ilv  about  that  time 

D.d  he  ever  talk  to  Je..sie  and  you  in  the  kitchen  about  hi.  boinR 
deterni.ned  to  pet  married  now'-Ho  u.ed  to  talk  about  that,  but  I 
under,  cod  ,t  to  be  in  a  joking  way.  He  „.ed  to  ..y  often  hat  h 
w  u  d  bKo  to  get  married;  that  he  had  more  need  of  a  wife  now  than 
when  he  wa..  a  young  man,  to  take  care  of  him.  He  used  to  como 
over  that  pretty  often. 

By  ^rr  YouNG-I  understood  it  to  be  joking,  a.Tid,  ns  fai  r.=  I  h"0w 
Je.ssio  did  so  to.  o  ..  j  . , 

By  .Mr.  Dixov-Thore  wa..  in  the  house  a  bottln  in  wi.i,  h  .>,„,.  i,  . 
^P.nts  up..tai.s  with  a  round  neck  and  round  flV.t  bottom  Y  ha'v ' 
.oen  h,m   wUh  that  bottle  in  the  kitchen,   with  dr  nk     n  Tt        I  tZ 

nii-'ht.   if    the   family    were  from   home         He    rivo    To..-.        j 

i™™:™  ':i"-  ' '»" "" ""-  ■-"'.■.1.4,":  „;;is: 

By  Mr.  Young— I  never  saw  Mrs    M'Larhlnn  nt  tV,»  i  u   ■ 

morning.        0!d    Mr.    Fleming  got  hi^  porridL     n     he  ^      °"'  '•''  '^^ 
rli'itni,,  „f.      it,        -11  f5  b  "  '"^   poiiiage   in   the  m.ornme   imme- 

the  name  of  the  man  who  ca.ne  with  the  car'      ()„   NVw  Z  n"" 

he  treated   Jessie  and  me,  and  my  brother.\;ho  h^d  come 'r'.;  mT 
and  he  took  .^ome  him.-^"  f       That   wn«  ih^  r,„i,.  ■  .  ' 

i      i   J  .  ....-^11.       j.ii,ii  was  me  on  V  occasion   on  wViirh    >« 


J   Brown 


J.ANE  Pollock    or   Bkown.    examined 

^iz,.z  :s.^::z  -;;  s.  =.  ^-  >  ^ 
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she   Hi  .about  lier  usual  tinip    hnlf-m<,t  pjMif         in        .    , 

-One    n.ght    shortly   after    the    murder   was    published    in    tle.e-s" 
papers    and  people  were  .peaking  about  it,  .he  caJe   in   a    er  be  n« 

i".  when  you  didna'  see  th    .i     -.       Sh  'sad     '"  lolhef  T  •""  Z,''  ^" 
to  n,e  .hen  the  n,an  a=-.d'..  to  co;:Vin.--     I'J:^"/.  i^.^:;  ^     Z 

iirnuit  ahout  It.  She  said    she    wa.-hed    a   email   bit   nf    ths    l,sK»,„ 

foment  a  door,  and  .he  ..id  there  was  <=o,uethin,  fi' /  ta  n  on  '' 
und  It  wa.  l,ke  nibbed  over  with  black  soot,  and  the  wate  va«  quit; 
b  a  k  as  ,f  something  l,ad  been  spilled  on  it,  and  somethin'"  black 
rubl,  d  over  It.  She  .aid  .he  had  a  great  rubbing  to  rub  it  o^f  and 
that  he  old  man  gave  her  a  piece  of  white  flannel  like  J  if  t  had 
been  torn  of!  a  eemmet,  and  al^o  a  bucket  with  an  iron  hand  ull  o1 
water,   and    he   .aul,    -Scrub   it    well,    my    girl."     That    irwhat  she 

tVlh  t  '  "'  '''n't"''/-  ''  ^'^  •■''^-^  ^'-  -J  °f  th  week 
a  tor     he  thing  wa.  pub  ished  in  the  newspapers,  she  said   it  was  old 

Mr.   LIcmingthrt  opened  the  door,   and   that  she  knew  hi,n    weU     for 

.any   wa.  ,he   time   she   had   seen   him,    and    ran   to  hide   fron     him 

uh  n  she  was  going  in  t.  see  Jes.ie  she  was  feared  to  let  him  see  he 

Z  A-        T        ""f  "^^  °^J'''  ^**  '^-     '^'>^t  '•'  '-^'l  I  recollect  her  saving  • 
^he  did   not  say    whether   she    noticed    anvthing    particular   ahoullfi; 

:r:;av  '4ct  T  '''  '"''''"''  '"'""  '"'^'^''"^'  '"^^  -^^  Lachl^n  on 
.ler  way  there;  she  never  named   her 

l3  she  quite  an  intelligent  girl '-Oh  yes;  ,he  is  vry  smart. 


Mahy  BR(jrt-N,    recalled, 
J^^' /^l' Jru''-~^  *"°"«''^  "'°  f^'^'"   ^''"t  I  cleaned  looked   aa  ,f  ^ 

l:":  t  o  t^::\ri^Lf « -^^  -^  -  ..d  b^f  i^n'^i^ 

1        •   1  i  ,  "oi.cea.       1  saw  the  mark  oi  me  |i>ot      I  rnnlfinn' 

be  right  sure   that  it  was  a  wo^ian'a  foot        T  .n  ?      ■     fouldna 

a  the  foot  wa.s  hke  from  the  head  of  the  stair  into  the  bedroom  I 
thought^  soot  had  been  put  over  it  to  hide  it.  The  sta  ri  t^t  the 
.00    had   been  put  over  was  liker  blood   than  anythin'  Z 

Wtiy  d:d  you  not   tell   me   that   before '-I   never   had   a^,ir    mJn^     , 
.t   till   my    mother    told    me    to-day.        She    had   ke,  tm  nd  of  Tt 
remember   it  di.=t  nctly   now.       It    wa.    not  very  ealv  to  get  out        I 
had  no  scrubbing  bnv^h,  just  the  piece  of  flannel.  nnd"l  '"nd  .o  -"ve  it  t 
^ou.i   rubbing.  "'        ■""     '"S'*^  ''^  » 


M.  Brown 


Mrs.    M'Lachlan. 


M.  Brown      W.-,.,  there  any  red  on  the  rloth'-  t  „.„„ld  nr,t  sec   it  because  of  the 
«5<-it.       T!      old  man  stood  at   the  side  cf  me  all  the  time. 

Did  ho  .<;.y  anythin^r'-He  spoke  only  once,  when  I  was  goinR  away 
He^catched  a  Rrip  of  ae  by  the  hand,  and  pat  his  hand  on  my  wai.t 
and  said  I  was  a  nice  pWl  IVn  he  gave  me  sixpence.  I  ..aid! 
"  Was  that  all'  "  and   lie  said    "  Ves." 

Hid  he  tel!  yon  to  w;  .^h  it  wcll'_yo.<=,  ho  said,  "Wash  it  well" 
That  wa.s  when  I  wa.<=  working  at  it.  Tie  did  not  put  the  dirtv  water 
out  of  the  bucket  into  the  closet  when  I  was  there.  Wlien  I  was  going 
downstairs  with  it  he  said,   "Leave  it  theie." 

Mr  (;KVMK:.--I),d  you  >,.,..ll  so,  t  :'-Vcs,  1  >n„.lt  Uk.-.-  .,K,t  than 
anything  else.  I  know  tn«  smell  of  soot  :  I  .melt  soot  when  I  wa.-. 
wa-shii  g  it. 

By  Mr.  YorNG-I  know  soot  when  I  see  it.  It  was  .M,ot  r.nt  on  to 
hide  the  stain. 

Did  it  seem  to  have  been  vrry  lately  put  on'~\o.  It  was  aa  if 
they  had  taken  a  dirty  cloth  and  wet  it,  and  rubbed  it  over  it,  and 
then  It  had  dried  ITio  soot  wa.s  put  wet  on.  and  (lien  it  had  dried- 
it   waa   hard   on.  ' 


i.  BlRlr 


(3)  Witnesses     who    were    Kxaminem    ny    the     Pikh  hilator  fisoil 

nEFORE   the    SHEniFr,    AND    THFln    ST.VTEM-.NTS    FURMsHEn     T,)     Mr 
iOUNO,   ALTHOfGH    THEY    WERE    NOT  RE  EXAMINED    BY    III.J. 

Alloa,  30  September  1362. 

Ai.RXANnp.ii  I'.tAiR.  ayed   42,   eavs— 


Alloa,    lii   the   pari.sh   of 


I  arn   a  brewer,  and   I   re.«ido  at  MilL'rov. 
Alloa  and  county  of  Clackm.Tnnan. 

I  know  old  Mr.  Fleming  and  his  e^m,  ,Tohn  Fltnim:  On  Afo,,,!.. 
the  I6th  day  of  Juno  l.^t  I  went  to  Dunoon  and  snent'a  few  ,  ,  t'h 
John  Homing,  at  h.«  co.tnge  there.  I  ,cf,  Dun.H.n  to  ro  h,  n  to 
Alloa  on  a  day   m   the  end   of   the  s.me   week,       I   cannot   posti^. J" 

Friday.  .Tohn  Fleming  .accomp.m.ed  me  to  fJlasgow.  We  arrived 
in  r.l.e,ow  early  .n  the  forenoon.  I  slent  in  Mr.  Fleming-,  hmTon 
bandy  or,  riaco  that  night.  Mr.  Fleming  being  al,o  in  the  hou.e 
mv  int^-nfmn  being  to  go  home  next  day.  Old  Mr.  Fleming  called 
mp  next  morning  ..t  «hout  eleven  oVlork  :  ho  rapped  nt  the  iTedr^om 
door,  and  I  .admitted  him.       I  dre,.^d,  and  had  breakf.nn  in  the  ho" 

and  dro^e  to  the  Cathedral        We  then  drove  to  the  Oeorge  Hotel 
in  Oeorge  Square,  where  we  had  Fome  brand,   nnd  .-oda  water  ;  we  had 

J'.h  Tt  r  "^  ""''  *"''''  "■°'"'  •""■'^-  ^^'  riron,  the  landlord 
or  the  hotel.  waN  pre^sent,  nnd  had  some  neltzer  water.  Old  Mr 
FleminK  left  the  hotel  in  a  cab  for  Sandyford  Place  about  four  oVl'ock 
afternoon.  A..  I  wa«  giving  Mr  Fleming  a  drive.  I  paid  the  d  ver 
the  cab  fare,  and  told  him  to  drive  („  17  Sandyford  Place  Old  Mr 
Hcmmu-  was  not  tipjy  ;  he  waa  hearty,  and  in  goo,l  .pirit.  The 
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i^ce        llu^!   n'       "T'  "*'  '^'^"'"^  '"  *^^  '''"^^'°"   "f  Sandvford  a    Blair 
irw.i.Pr  ?  "''°   ^^■''''°  '^'^"^'^'^^  *"  P^t  '»>«  cab.   and  one  of 

tiare  after  l.avinf,-  the  hou.«e  at  one  o'clot'k 


O'.afgow,    2  Oct-  ber  1862. 
James  M'Ginn  sajs— 


(iilliran,   c:irriae9 
1't'iiip.stcr    ytreet, 


r  am  a  cab  driver  in  lh*>  rmp!oyincT.t  ,.f  Jnm,. 
h n-r,  65  iy..novcr  Str.-t,  and  1  rr..ido  nt  10 
l.la.=gov.-.         Vt'cd  about  42  yoars 

darK  c-on.,.lex,on.  .-w.d  I  .a«-  !.>n,in,  enter  the  hou.e  I  thi  k  h  f v  L 
.•U.ont  f,vo  „,  «.x  o'olo.k.  The  .ab  was  open,  and  Mr  'el  1 
oWrved  .at  forward,  with  h,.  head  hanging  doun.  and  ap  '  d  t^ 
iM^  .n  a  dr^nv.y  Mate;  he  wa.  under  the  .nflnence  of  limur"b  t  w^ 
■:  !:e  ^r'M"',';.;  'd  ^•^"  T';;'-"  --«--  on  eonnng  o.'.t  o"  the  ca^ 
nrnin  f  r"""   "^   "■'  ^""■"'  •'"    S^nJ.vf-rd    Plare  ho  stumbled 

.nd   I  la.d  ho.d  of  h,.  arm  ami  a.=s,.,od  him  up  the  .tens  to  the  fS 
'l"or,  and  Ih.-n  I  was  5ati5fird  |,o  had  c  U  drink 

I  have  not. een  Mr    Flemin,-.  to  my  knowledge,  ..n.-e  the  d,.y  referred 
U>,  and  I  do  not  t.,  nk  I  wo.dd  k.;ow  him  ■.  -am        I    i   i       .     "'<"'t<-J 

o^.r  „f  h,.  hotel  when  I  went  away  w.th  .Mr    Fleming 


J.  H'Glnii 


Glaopow.  .TO  S«.pt«mbor  1862. 
HRRN*nn  M'Ladohlin  najh 
I  am  a  ShenfTV  (iffic.r  in  fihis^jow 

I   wa^,  cut  a'    17  Sand.vf.rd   IMa.-,-  on  Saturdnv  th„  12ih  of  July  lu,. 
when  Strathcrn  ,u,d  the  K,..,,.,le  were  tnere.  makinK  a  furth  r  e™' 
tion  of  the  hoiife  and  .ntho.u:,..    v,.},   ,   .;,,„.  ,      ,,       ,  ''  oxainina- 

thin«  tend.n«  to  throw  :„ht.  upor.he^rrdor  '''"'"''  '"  '^''^• 

.ee  ,f  I  eould  find  any  rema.n.  of  burnt  doth.nR.       There  wa,  a  ,J^ 
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Mrs.  M'Lachlan. 


B.M'UuKhIln  nuan-iry  of  a.ho.s  and  I  .caTrhed  ihem  vcr^-  carefully.  I  found  nr 
pieces  of  cloth,  or  anythintr  Kke  the  remains  rf  burnt  clothini; ;  but 
1  found  ,1  shirt  button,  which  muH  have  been  in     he  firo    and  burnt 

Ihe  •   itton,  when  I  found  it.  wa^  entins  b       ;t  was  so  much  burnt 
that  I  could  not    discover  the  pattern.       I  ,, reserved   the   button,  and 
showed  It  to  the  Slieriff  ;ind   Fiscal..       I  pro.eodod   to  roll  the  button 
m  paper,  so  ns   to   pre.^crve   i;,  and   in  doini,'   so  it  .^jdit   through   thr 
middle.       I   wrapped  the  pie.e.«  in   paper,   and  .=ealed   the  paper,   and 
••'tin  retain  it.      I  am  s.-itisfiod  there  was  not  another  button  amonr^  the 
ashes  in  the  kitchen.       On  the  same  day  I  took  pns.,ession  of  andiron 
hammer,  on  whidi   there  were  mariis  of  blood  on  tho  side  of  the   head 
ot   It.       It  W.T..  found   on   the   kitchen   dres.'er.        Ifc  was   duly  labelled 
and  IS  now  before  me  in   the  same  ftate  in  which   it   was   when  t.-'ken 
possession  of.       I  also  took  poK^ession  of  i  pair  of  men's  ..<,ck.c    which 
I  fo.md   in   the  servants'  bedroom.   betwo«m   tho  head  of   the  bed   and 
the  window.       Tne.^o   were  a!.=.o  duly   labelled,   and  are  now  bef.irc   me 
I  examined  them   most  minutely,  but   could   find   no  m.irk   or  trace  of 
blood    whatever  upon   them.       The  .-a,d   .^ock.s   are  old  and   ve    •  much 
worn.        I   do  not  know   to  whom   they   belonj.       John   Anderson  was 
present  when  the  button   was  found  and   hammer  and   stockings   taken 
posse-ssion  of.       I  know  that  Mr.  FleminK'.s  house  was  in  the  po.^.ess.on 
ot  the  polio  from  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  the  murder  till  the  dato 
of  my  enui  search,    and    that  tho    fire    wa.,   kept  burning   dunnK   that 
time.  '^ 


D.  Paton 


01a.%-ow,   50   .September    1862. 
I).\NIKL  l'.\T()N,   ag.'  1  46,  fay.;— 

/V     "Z   n'^^'^'"'  '"  o"'*^    f'Tnilure,    old   clothea,    ic.,   and    I    reside    ,,; 
(No.  92)   BridgeKate  Street,   Gki.-^kow. 
I  have,  lived  in  the  s,.me  ho:,..H  in  UridgCKate  for  about  twelve  ve.rs 

Surm     .  r     i    ,     .     """'■"'  ''"■  """^  •"•"'^   '-^^'^'^'  ■-'f"  'ho  property 
dunm;  the  whole  time,  up  till  Monday  the  7th  .Inly  last        I  IJ  Mr 

Fleminp  at  my  own  door  on  .«ai  I  Monday  mornin;;,   about  ten  o'clock 

and  I  then  paid  h,m  .  month'.,  rent.       I  did  not  .ee  him  „„  ,he  .W 

day   prece.iiUK'   this,   nor  ,lid    I  ,ce  him  on   the   preceding    Fridav        I 

Lave  not  «en  him  since  the  faid  Monday  morning        »e  did  not  sell 

Zr.Tnu'!''  '''!  "'"■  u*"y  ''"""■*  ""  ^'"-^   ■''""''">••  «"d  ''■"  clothes 
were  left  by    nm  at  my  house  either  on  the   Friday  or  Saturd.ay  pre- 
oed  ne.        A    fortniBht  before   th..  murder,   however,   old    Mr     Flemin. 
Fold  m,.  a  coat  and  a  pair  of  trousers,  for  which  I  paid  him' 6s.  or  ?« 
t  wa.   a  short  .oat,  but  I  cannot  exactly   remember  the  clour  of  it 
r  think  It   «a.  In.tween  a  dark  «rey  M,d  a  brown.     The  trou.or,   wore 
.         brownish  -o  .ur.       I  resold  .aid  c,,..,   and  trouser*.       I  cannot  say 
that   I  ever  saw  him   wear  faid  coat.       [  do  not  know  whether  it  w  ,« 
his  own   coat  or  a  coat  of  his  son's   or   u-randson's.       Thev   were   s<.ld 
t«.  me  in  his  sons  house  nt  .«?andyford   I'lacP.  and  I  went   Uu  re  u,  .h 
them  at  hiA  requent.       I  have  been  in   the  hab.t   of  buv,n«  old  clothe, 
from  bin,  for  seven  nr  e,».l,f  years  back      Immcd.UcIv  nft<-r  th.  murder 
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Z  '  "",77-  '"  V  '^'""'^^""^  "f  ^^-^  ^'°'hes  fron,  Mr.   Flemings 

iorf.       "r    :       "'  ^''''  ^  ''-"^"^  "'^°^''  ^'^^''■'''   =^"d   distinctly   recol- 
ast   ru  cha^e.       I  further  stated  that  I  thought  I  co„ld  then  get  back 
I   tr  ed  to  do  .0,   but  faded.       I  never  .aw.   on  any   clothe.,   uh  ch   I 
Talf  h;:e    bL°o^/'^-    '''-^-    ->•   "-'"    °^    •^'-'^-   -   ->-"""^   th! 


GI-i5gow,   30  September  1062. 
Maegaeet   M'Lean,  aged  24,  Fay.=—  M.  M'Lean 

I  am  a  rloakn.aker,  and  f  reside  in  Hentiew  Sti,- ,  iN,,.  86)  da^n.ny 
LT.,%^  l^'  rnarria.e  of  my  brother  Jame.,  at  Partiek  on  Friday 
Lther  \V  -'it  T  "  """7^'  ''''-^  clebrated  in  the  house  o."  the  bride's 
Tnl^  '  A  T  '"■  '''  "^'"  '^''  '""'^  "f  ''""'^■'^-  -^b-  si.ter«  Peterina, 
half.past  three  o  .lock  on  Saturday  morning,  «-hen  we  left  and  returned 
home  ;  It  wa.s  then  good  daylight.  We  came  along  Sauchiehall  Road 
on  o>ir  uay  to  town;  and  in  pa&=ing  Sandyford  Place  our  attention 
wa.,  attracted    by    the   whittling  of    birds    amongst  the    tree,    in    front 

Sandyford  Place,  and  I  know  that  because  I  knew  the  hou.se  long 
before  a,  t  .e  hou.^e  of  Mr.  Flem„,g ;  I  was  told  thi.  by  n,y  ei.ter 
AgneB,  Ue  .topped  to  h.^ten  to  the  birds,  and  I  then  ob.frved  a 
l.ght  in  the  room  to  the  we.st  of  the  d,x,r  No.  17,  on  the  street  flat  I 
only  faw  hght  fro.n  one  of  the  windows.  I  am  sure  of  this  The 
f butters  were  not  .hut,  but  the  Venetian  blind  „f  tho  window  from 
which  the  h^ht  proceeded  was  drawn  down.  Three  of  the  space.,  of 
the  bhml  m  the  centre  of  the  window  were  .standing  open,  and  ,t  waa 
Ibrou.-h  these  ..paces  that  I  saw  the  light.  I  ,aw  the  gasalier  in  the 
centre  of  the  room  quite  di..tinct!y,  and  I  saw  that  only  one  of  the 
burners  of  the  gasaher  w.ts  lit:  it  was  turned  fully  on.  It  wa..  the 
window  ,:nmrd,ate  y  ,„  .he  west  of  the  door  No.  17  from  wh.-h  the 
light  proceeded.  I  think  the  g^tsUicr  was  a  bnglit  yellow  one,  a  band- 
fome  g,«aher,  with  four  lights.  I  think.  When  I  observed  the  light 
I  .,,.1  „,  „,v  sMe,.,  -I  .„„,|wc,l  ul,;„  they  were  dome  witli  a  ludit 
at  this   house.  I   ,aw   No.    17  on   the  door,   and   have   no  doubt  of 

this.  I  did  not  ..,iy  that  that  wa*  Fleming's  house,  although  I  knew 
very  we.l  that  .1  wa..  his.  I  saw  no  one  in  the  ro<.m  where  the  light 
w«.        I   heard    of  the   murd,>r   of   Jessie   M'Pherson    at    17   Sandvford 

wf!ir.,rT  ';'°"i''  """'Tf  '""""■'"*^'  "'  "■••^^  ^^y  bio,her.,n.iaw. 
,Il  Tun,!,,ill,    wno   told    me;  I   then    told    bnu  about   h.aving   se.n 

the  birds  and  .he  light  at  that  nuiober  in  Sandyford  I'lace  on  the  pre- 

what  I  had  seen,  a.  we  had  seen  no  one  inside  of  the  bm.s.'  There', 
a  K..od  deal  of  .chrubbery  ,n  front  of  Sandyfnrd  Place  and  a  number  of 
Ul  trees,  the  sbrubbc,  and  trees  were  ,n  full  bl<,..m  at  this  lime  I 
first  saw   the   number  on  the   door   by   looking  through   the  shrubbery 


Mrs.    M'Lachlan. 


'•^''"  s  J.h  hn  "p  T"  '"'  ""■  ^""^  '•"'""'■'-  ^°  Sandyford  Plac  from 
Sauch.ehaU  Road  .e  stood  there,  and  fron>  that  point  I  auam  .aw 
the  n.,mher  on  the  door.  What  made  me  fo  particular  about  lorkinR 
at  the  number  on  the  door    .as  .he  fact  of  havmg  .oen  the  birds  and 

uu       u    I  u   .  ^'°"^'^    ^"^^    ''"°'""    '■''"^    '"^"se  ..as    Mr.     Fle.ninys 

a  though   I  had   not  Fccn   the  number   17.     I   am  quite  .ure   that  Mr 

I'lenung  3  bou£o  w  the  second   <io(..r  in   S:.ndvford  Place  from   the  la.^t 
eatrauce. 


J>  M'Lean 


Glasgow.    30   September    1862. 
Jessie  M'Lean,  aged  21,  eay..;  - 


i  '         Wti 


I  am  a  domo-ctic  servant  to  \\  .liiam  Snu,  pranite  merchant  aid 
re..de  «>th  h>m  at  No.   18  Waim.r  Crescent.  Pai.Mey  Road,  (Sow 

I  --  ^'"'y  brother  Jarne..'..  nu.rriace  on  a  Friday  ni.ht  in  Ju  y 
last,    but   the  day   of   the   month  I    ,  annot   tell.     I  reJ.ained    vith   the 

"rr;;"'  Tw?  ''"  ''^''"'  "  '^""''^^-P-t  three  on  Saturday  n.o^nine 
and  then  I  1^  t.  accompanie,'  '  •  my  two  .i.ster.,  M.v.^Mret  a;,d  Pete  na 
Iri  connn,  along  Sauchiehai,  H„ad  my  si.ncr  Margaret  directed  "^r 
a  tent,on  U,  the  .,ndn,  of  bird.s  on  the  trees  i„  front  .f  Sandvf  n 
Place        Wo  stopped   to  listen  to  the  music,   .nd   then   n,v  ..id     il  e 

tZf  r;,""''""'^"  '°  *  i'^'h<  'n  -  room  of  one  of  th.  hou/es  i, 
Sandyford  Place,  and  wondered  why  the  p.is  was  bur, -  .  .^,  hit 
time  o  the  morn.ns-  It  w.-us  then  pood  daylight.  I  .^.v  ,he  1  Lh 
pomted  out  by  my  .istcr,  and  it  w.a.«  in  the  '.ndow  of  a  Zr^in 
be  street  liat  and  immediately  to  the  west  of  the  door  of  the  hou*e. 
I  only  , aw  the  'icht  in.u\-  of  one  window.  When  the  li«ht  waa 
pomted  out,   n,y    sisters   .-nd    I    were   standin.r   on    the   .oulh    fcxXnlt^ 

0  Jauehiehall   Hoad.   and  out.de  of  the  railing  and  s^S  ;    ^^ 

1  SV  '"n  ,''"  ""'"  "'""''"«  "'  f-"^  ^'  "-  »>„:,. 'in  which 
the  hght  was.  Iho  shutters  of  the  rcK>n>  in  which  the  li.-ht  was  were 
open,  but  the  Vencfan  blind  wa..  drav.n  down:  there  we,e  ZeVlf 
the  .p.ce8  howeyer,  about  the  centre  of  the  blind  which  were  .pen 
and  through  these  open  .paces  I  .ay  distinctly  a  ga..aher  in  the 
centre  o  the  r.  om.  I  think  there  were  two  U  the  lights  of  he 
pa..al,.  r  bur;nn.-,  but  1  cannot  be  posuivc  a.  to  this.  The  .hrubberv 
w,-^  pretty  tin.  :  and  in  full  I,l,K,m  at  the  time,  but  still  I  co' Id  d" 
tmctly  see  the  l,.ht  wh.le  ..tandin.  outside  of  the  shrubbery.       1  saw 

W  wh^h  H  'V'.':"  ""  ''','":  '^""^'^■'^^^■'y  ♦-  the  ea..t  of  the  wmdow 
from  "1  Kh  the  l„ht  proceeded.  I  have  no  doubt  of  thi,.  neither  have 
I  any  doubt  that  ,t  was  Sandyford  I'lace,  a.  we  were  near  Elder.!,* 
wer«   li,  ..     ""  ''"    "'''-    ^'^'"^'"b"    whether  the    street    lamp. 

shrubbery  .,t  Sandyford  Place,  nor  between  the  shrubbery  and  the 
hou.e3.  Ihere  ,.,  however,  a  lamp  on  the  f  .otpath  in  tl,e  S.uuhiehall 
Road  ,mn,ed,a  e  y  opp^„.  No.  17.  1  e:,n„o,  .ay  whether  that  lamp 
wa.  tl^en  hghted  I  did  not  at  that  tm.e  know  that  No  17  Sindv 
ford  1  ace  w..,  ,he  house  of  Mr.  Fleming.  My  ,.Mer  Mar"  re  7l 
no  tell  m,  J.a  ,he  knew  the  hou,e,  nor  did  .he  ,„y  that  she  knew 
•  he  p,.nple  who  hved  ,n  u  I  hr„rd  of  the  murder  of  Je.«ie  M'Pher.on 
312 
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on   Tuesday  or    \Vedne«!ny    following,  and    >t   wn,=    rn-   hn.ther-n-law    .   m-t 
^  dl.am  lurnhnll.   who  told  me  of  it.       I   thon  to!d  n.y  brothe.-Tntaw    '  "  '"" 

pr.cod,n,  Saturday  monnnc,  by  the  bird.s  and  a  li.ht  in  the  ^^■indow 
tiPing  17  Sandyford  I'lace. 


Glasgow,  30  September  1862. 
rnxKniNA  .M■LE.^^•.  a-ed  19,  mvb-  p  M'Lean 

I   was   at  the    marriaRe  of    rny  brother.    James    M'Lcan     .t    P.  r  t 
on   the   evening   of   Friday,    the  4th    July   la^t         t.  '  """''' 

continued  al,  Friday  ni.dft,  and  tiJ    '  uLy  mor,  a   !  "T"Z/";^ 
.'■y  two  si.ters,   .Marfcaret  and   Jessie   MTrJ,      .1  '  ,      ^      "'' 

-d  thence  into  Sauchiehall  Road  al  g  whih  t.":'?  "^  "'"'' 
along  this  road  we  h.d  to  pa.^  alon,  fandyf '  d  >]  "e  wl.  h  T"^ 
aware  torm.  part  of  .a,d  road,  and  t  .itua^ed't  ^r'.:  'l  \i\"; 
tr.  f\?    "■'    ''"■*    f"-'-^"'e    ^^"•':'  '■''    ^'la^*^    our   attention    wL 

•i^tot    M  .     .        '  '"'•'   '■''"'''"•k   was    made,    mv    e'dest 

si.tcr,  Margaret,  drew  our  attention  to  the  fa.t  that  there  «,  '  ,        k. 
...   two  of  tl,e   windows  of   the   house,   near   to   t   e      ee  I   htv        ' 
t.oned;    and   in    referent  to    the  ii.h't  .he    ob  er  H     "  I  n  t  Vl  Tv 
cuno,.  to  have    ..ht  in  a  window  at  th.  tin.e  of  the  rnornin,    -     1 

or  two        ".  '•■":.  f'Y'y-     .    ^^■''  ^'-"d  opposite  the  hou;e  for  a  '  inu  e 

«eeinK  th.  number.       The  windo:;";;:;.;;  .b!  Z^'Z  ^T'^:!^ 
on  a  level  with   the   front   door   on    which    I   fiu-    ,h^  i        ,,  , 

-ere  immediately  ne.U  the  door  to  we  t   ,  f    ,.         l"law"t,    i  T.' 

i.«ht  came  fr.m  the  one  window  more  distinct,.'  t'han     roTth  "oth     ': 

in  Lb,  l^"''"  ^"^,.1';''*  '■'"•"^-  ""'^  "'  "'<■  -'her  Hm,e  of  the  veretian^ 
n  the  blind  were  a  I.ttle  open.  ^  that  the  li.ht  could  be  more  n  nly 
-.n.        1    couhl   ...    through    the    blind    which    was    a  little   op/n   t.S 

3«3 


Mrs.    M'Lachlan. 


p.  M'Lean 


tlic    lid-.t  -.vas   proceeding  from   a  gasalier  hunc  in   the   centre   of    the 

thar;hM  V   W  '  °":  °^  '','  '''^'■■'^  °''  '^^  E.V=aHer  w..<,  burning,  and 

that  that  hd.t  was,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  burning  with  full  brii^htne.s 
The  shutters  on  said   windows   were  not  shut.       Wo   were   walking  on 
the   south  ..do   of  Sauchiehall    Road,   and    out.ide   of  the   railing    and 
shrubbery  ,„  f,ont  of  Sandyford  I'lace.       The  shrubbcrv  is  pretty  thick 
and  the  trees  were  then  in  full  bio  >m  ;  but  by  looking  "throueh  between 
the   cpen,.:,s    m    the    shrubbory    I    could    distinctly    see    the    number 
of   the  hou.a   m  wh.ch   the  liu-ht   wn^.       It  was   because   of  feeing   the 
light   ,n   said    window   at  s:ich   a  time    in  the   morning    that  I  looked 
particularly   to  the   niimber  of   the  house.        It   would   be    about    four 
oclock  when  we  pa.csod  Sandyford  Place:  and  I  know  this  from  seeing 
St.   Matthews  Church  clock  in  Newton  Street,  when  we  passed  along' 
and  It  was  then  t*n  minutes  pa.H  four.       There  was  no  one  along  with 
me  on  said   morning,  e..ce,,ting   n,y   two   sisters.        I    had  onlv  half  a 
lZ  ^'    7Vr  "'   *'"  "•"■i'"^^'    ■^'^J   ""  ^r'rit.s   nor   any   othe^   li,juor. 
I  heard  of  .he  murder  of  ,Te.=sie  MTherson,  at  17  Sandyford  Place    on 
the  Tuesday  following.       I  ,,,s  tl,en  in  Glasgow,  and  y.r.   Morior  and 
h.s   son   w.re   re.=idcnt  there.     I  did  not   mention   the  circumstance   of 
having  seen  the  light  in  17  Sandyford  Place  on  .aid  .-.turd:.v  morning 
either  to  my  master  or  his  son;   nrr  did   I   mention  it  to  arv  porcon 
until   the  Saturday    following,    when    I    went   to    Dunoon,  and   I    then 
and     here   told   what  I  had  scon  to  iry  neighlK^ur  servant,   Kl.zabeth 
then  Kitchen-maid  to  Mr.  .Morier  ;  I  think  I  also  told  it  to  Miss  Mor.er' 
Ezabeth   has  now  le  t   Mr.    Mo.ier's   service,   but   she  has   a  .i«ter   in 
tho    service   of   Mrs.    Houston,    No.    100    Regent  Terrace      I    remaLed 
at  Dunoon  with  my  master's  family  until  the  end  of  August    when  I 
returned  to  town.       After  my  return  I  made  no  s.crct  of  said  circum- 
etance,  but  told  it  to  a  great  many  people  ;  I  never  thought  of  giving 
any   information    to   the   authorities,   because    I   thought  it   was  of    no 
con^enuence.       I  cannot  tell  whether  there  are  one  or  two  divi'sions  of 
Sauchieha.    Street  called  Sandyford  Place.       In  coming  along   Sauchie- 
hai    Road  I  saw  the  namt  Sandyford  Place  at  the  west  end  of  the  range 
of  houses,  of  wliiJi  No.  17  forms  one.  ^ 


A.  Turnbull 


J 


Glasgow,   30  S<>ptembcr   1062. 
Agnes  >rLrAN  ,ir  Turnhltl,  aged  22,  .siys— 

I    am   WHO   -f  an,i    rcsui,    ,vitli    William    Turnbull,    an   engineer,    at 
No.  Lb  Pi-'iifrew  Street.  (Jiasgow. 

I  have  known  for  about  a  year  p.ast.  that  No.  17  Sandvford  Place 
IB  the  hou..e  of  Mr.  Heming.  and  I  know  this  from  having  been  told 
eo  by  some  one  whom  I  cannot  now  remember.  I  was  never  in  the 
house.  I  remember  some  time  ago,  probably  two  „r  three  montha 
«moe.  ot  parsing  along  Sauchiehall  Ro.id  ,n  comp,-.ny  with  mv  sister 
Margaret,  and  of  telling  her  that  No.  17  Sandvford  Place  w;ls  Mr 
Fiemin^  s  nouso.  I  had  no  object  in  telling  lier  this.  I  was  not 
present  at  my  brother  James'.s  marriage,  but  I  know  tint  I 
married  on   the  4lh    .July.       I    remember   m 


3M 


le    waa 
y  sisters    .Margaret,   Jessie, 


m 
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and  r-etorina  comir.e  home  from   my  ,aui   brother',  marria.^e      I  c.nnc '  .    x 
home  that  mom.ng  tliat  they  had  seen  a  light  at  17  S.ndvford  ria" 

I     .to,'    t       /''";"      /'    ''r    "'^-■'P"per.,    ar>d   often    afterward.. 

murdc.         V  "n    ,TAt'-f      '"  "'?   '"""■'^"   '^^^   ^   ^^^  '--'^   "f   t'- 
front  of  'i'  ndv/n.        ,  ""    ^   ^"'""^  ^'°"S    ^^^^'nehall    Road,   .n 

iront  ot   fcandyford   Place,   m  company   with  mv  i^istcr  Mar  -aret         I 

^he  sa.d    that  wa.    the   hotu^    where   ,.he    had   .een    the  Sh     ou    th 
Saturday   morning   preceding.  *=       "*'    '•'"' 

GlaE:;ow,  30  Scfnmber  1862. 
W:.r.:.M   TnnK.CLt,    aged    2a,    .ay.,-  ,y,  ,,,„,^,^ 

GlL"^-'"'    '"^'"'-"^'^'•-    '^"'^    I    --^e    in    Renfrew    Street   (No.    8£), 
n   rder  o,,  the  Tue.^day  morning,   and  on   mv  way   home  to  breakfLt 

the  c.rcumstance  of  havmg  .en  k\  hf  in^l^'h^  :'n  SZ 
Place  when  they  were  returning  from  their  brother',  marrhge  on  h 
preceding  Saturday  morning;    but   I   know  thif    T  J,.        T^  ■ 

that  circumstance  ihortly  afterward!  '   "'""'  "^""^  '" 


at 


Gla^^gow,   1  October   18C2. 
Is.vDELL.i   M'RiVEN    rr    M'Kat,   aged    60,   say."  - 

sLtT,  alXt'''"'  ""'^  ^^""  ^='"^^^  ^'•'^^^'  ''^^°-"-  ^"    ^  CarrKk 
t.rmon[h?''i'"  '""r  "'"^  ."'"■    "'^   ^'^'^  ''' -  -  f-  '^f'-^  the  l,..t 

on    the   Twe.,d,av  mi^r  /  (v'l"-'- ""''"'"'-'•  ^"'^  '   ''^"^'^   "^  '' 

tlnnl-    l,o  ■.  ,        '       '°""    "■•"»"?  a    letter    before   then-   I 

ho  wrote  ,t  on  the  Saturday.       I  sa.v  bin,  w,.te  -it  u'the  k,  te,,         i 
I  th.nk.  on  the  table.       I  „.„,•,  ,,,.  j  ,,,,  ,,„  ,,„j,  ^„  i.^^"-;^! 

wrmng  the   letter   be    took   i,    with  hm,   „>  po.t,  a.   he  .Id      and  t 
eft  the   ho„.e  about  .even  o'clock.   lw«  u..„al  time.        Ho  did  no      on 
h.,   return,  t.ll   me   he    paMed    the   letter;   :..   did   not     efer   to  "' till 
^aul    luc.day.       1  was  not  aware,  when  he   wrote  the  ]«...''   ]..  ^t^!!: 

3«5 


I.  M'Kar 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


I.  M  Kay  ..  was  ^-oing ;  and  lie  did  nU  tell  me  for  whom  it  waa  until  the 
iucsdny.  After  inquirins  at  me  when  he  wrote  the  letter  he  eaid 
there  was  "  a  case  "  on  his  beat;  a  murder  in  Sandvford  PJa.e ;  and 
tluit  cm  the  previous  Saturday  nidit.  he,  .aw  two  w^nuu  at  the  door 
of  the   houFe   where  it  was  committed. 

I   don't  think   Colin  wrote  r.ny  other   letters  about   that  tin-        Ho 
wroto  very  eeldoni,  so  far  as  I   saw. 


A.  M'Lean 


Glasgow,    1   October  1362. 
Allan  M'Le.\n,  n^ed  20,  favs— 


I  am  a  blacksmith,  and  reside  at  No.  8  Dock  Street,  Kelvinhauch 
in  or  near  Olastrow.  with    Hector  Cnrrie,   labourer. 

I  know  Colin  Camrbell,  and  have  known  him  fince  Ai  ril  li^t  On 
Saturday    night.    5th  July,    about    half-pa.t    .id,t    or    quarter   to  nine 

0  clock,  when  ijomg  westwards  alon^  Sauchiehall  Street  on  my  way 
hoiiic  I  met  CampbeU  about  the  corner  of  Sandylcrd  l';ace  and 
Woershe  Street.  We  went  down  Eldcrslie  Street  and  round  bv  the 
ba,  .V  of  Sandyford   ]'lacc   and  Fitzroy  Place,   into  Kelvin<nove  s'treet 

1  parted  With  Car:r,,be!l  at  the  upper  corner  of  Kelvingrove  Street' 
I  loft  him  .taniimi,'  at  the  corner,  and  I  went  down  the  .treet  into 
Kelvinhaugh  Street  and  home,  and  I  did  not.  see  hnu  acain  that  ni^-ht 
When  wc  were  going  along  by  the  back  of  Sandyford  Pia.  e  C^a.pbell 
t<K>k  a  letter  out  of  hi.  pocket  and  said  he  was  going  some  place  with 
It.  I  dont  know  that  he  said  the  pan  ofiice  ;  but  he  said  be  was 
going  .ome  place  with  it.  and  he  told  me  to  wait,  that  ho  would  not 
be  two  or  three  mmute.s ;  and  he  turned  buck  into  Eld.T.'-lie  Stieet 
and   I    w.uted   where  I   was.       I  duu't   recollect   which    way    Campbell 

urned  when  he  got  into  Elderslie  Street;  I  did  not  noiice.  About 
throe  or  five  minutes  he  returned,  and  wo   walked   along  bv   the  back 

0  Sandyford  Place  and  Fitzroy  Place  into  Kelvingrove "  Street,  as 
above  I  did  not  handle  the  letter,  nor  fee  the  addre.«.  nor  did 
Campbell  telJ  me  the  address.  I  did  not  notice  ^^hct!■er  th^ro  w;i£  ^ 
postage  stamp  on  it. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  standing  with  my  back  ..•.nnst  the  railing, 
in  front  of  Sandyford  Phiro  that  night.  I  have  „o  recollection  of 
pa,«mg  a!on.'  the  front  tf  Sar^dyfcrd  Place  at  ;dl  that  niMu  ■  I  vm 
sure  I  did  not  do  so.  I  did  not  see  Campbell  examine  anv  of  the  front 
door.,  of  Sandyford  Place  :  and  I  did  not  Fee  two  women  or  r,nv 
woman,  stantlu.g  at  any  of  the   front  doors  in  Sandyford   Place  •   and 

1  did  not  pa.^  any  wonsan  about  the  corner  of  Eldcr.lio  Street:  at 
leart.  I  don  t  remember  pas-^ing  any 

nobce"ffl'^"'"^7."'  V"*"""';"-'  "^'"  ^  "'^■'  ^'"^-I^"^''"  "••  l''<-  Ar.derston 
police  office,  and  he  there  asked  ma  if  it  was   J,e  Friduv  r,  -ht   nr  ,v, 

Saturday  n.^ht  that  I  was  with  him.     He  said   tha^h;  w  '^   ot°  ,u 

sure,  but     bought  it  was  Saturday.       I  reiLombered  quite  weU     hat  il 

wn.  Saturday  ni.ht,  and   I  .aid  so  ,o  him;  and  he  .'id,   •"  I  l  7 In 

thinking  that,   but  wae  not  nuite  sure  " 

'■arly  that  day,   about  a  q..art<.r.past  two;   and  I   left  home  abcut  live 
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not    my   nearest   w-iv    hnrY,„     k   x    r  ,         ^  ■^I'cnienall  Street  was 


Glasgow,  6  October  1862. 
ELiz.M,ET7r  MCBHAY.  a^ed  55,   savs-  E.  Murray 

Olasi^ov.:  *    "•  '^■^''  °^  <jrcenhcad  Street, 

to^Mr'Tohn'T  ^mediatelv   preced.n.  Mart,nrr,as.   1861.    I   wa^  co..k 
to   .Mr.   Jolin   Hem.ni.'.   acrountant,   residing  hi   Sandvford   VUr.    rT 
T^       fJurm,  the  fir.t  .ix  nionths  of  mv  servco  I   w^   ,1  T'  h 
at    Sandvtord   Place     qnd    tl,c    ^      „  .»       "  "-t  i  w  as   m  the  house 

old    Mr.    Flemins    lived    tho  I  '"''^  '"   Sandyford   Place 


Hamilton,  7  October  1862. 
•T.VN-ET  K.^T,  a,jed  Z9,  examined. 
I    .Tn    frrvant   !o  and   r<vid«    with    \Vill.«-„    r>  uu- 

"  '-■■"    •    "'"'  '"   l''«  MTvicc  (>(    Mr.   .Jahn 


Janet  Kay 


•Irs.   M'Lachlan. 


'] 


i-i 


Janet  Kay  F  eminp  in  P.in.iyfr.rcl  Thee.  (Ua.cow.  I  ^-as  in  l,i,  ,„vi.e  from 
.Martinmas.  11:60,  til!  Maitinmas.  1861.  ihniim-  tl,<.  fhst  six  nonll..  of 
that  time  I  re.sided  with  the  family  in  Sandyford  Plare,  and  dnrinR 
the  I:L.=t  SIX  month?  I  was  with  them  .-it  the  rn.ift.  During  all  the 
ti.me  I  was  with  them  Mr.  Flemins's  fathc  ,  James  Fleming,  staved 
with  them.  Ho  stayod  mostly  in  the  town  house  while  we  were"  at 
the  coa.'st,  but  occasioiially  came  down  and  stayed  for  a  few  da\>- 

-Mr.  James  Fleming  and  I  were  always  on  good  terms,  but  lie  never 
on  any  occa.-on,  used  any  freedom  with  me.  He  never  used  any 
improper  liberties  or  language  towards  me.  I  never  heard  him  use 
any  such  to  any  of  the  other  servants.  I  never  even  heard  anv  report 
of  his  doing  so.  He  wa.s  so  far  as  ever  I  saw,  a  well-conducted  man  ' 
I  never  was  alone  with  him  in  the  house.  The  familv  were  jilwavs 
there  when  I  was. 

Jessie  M'Pherson  came  to  the  town  house  when  we  went  to  the 
coast.  I  never  spoke  to  her.  We  were  away  to  the  coast  betore  she 
came,  but  I  heard  her  sjioken  of  frequently.  During  the  time  wo 
were  at  the  coast  -Air.  James  Fleming  came  down  three  or  four  tim^s 
and  stayed  for  a  few  days  at  each  of  these  times.  Durim;  all 
these  visits  i\Ir.  James  Fleming  wa.s  continually  talking  about  Tcssio 
M'Pherson;  "Jess,  Jess,"  was  never  out  of  his  mouth.  He  piaised 
her  greatly  for  being  a  good  servant,  and  for  taking  great  care  of 
everything.  I  never  heard  him  lalk  so  much  about  anv  one  ps  ha 
did  about  her.  I  never  heard  him  say  that  he  liked  her' or  anything 
to  that  effect,  but  he  wa.s  always  praising  her.  At  the  end  of  these 
visits  to  the  coast  he  always  tw^k  .-iwav  witl;  him  some  flowers  or 
gooseberries  or  other  fruit,  saying  that  "  this  was  for  Jess."  We 
then  stayed  at  a  cottage  about  half-wav  between  Innellan  and  Du' oon 
My  neighbour  servant  there  wa?  Eliza  Murray.  I  do  not  know  where 
Bhe  is  now. 

Old  Mr.  Fleming  was  ':f  a  remarkably  inquisitive  disposition. 
Nothing  could  go  on  in  the  hou.«e  without  his  inquiring  about  it 
for  instance,  if  ihe  door  bell  was  rung  in  the  morning  before  he  was 
up  he  would  n.^e  and  "  peep  "  out  at  his  bedroom  door  to  see  what 
or  who  It  was.  He  often  did  this,  and  things  like  this.  H  anything 
the  least  unusual  took  place  in  the  house  he  was  "  awfu'  "  inquisitive 
and  an.\ious  about  it. 

Old  Mr.  Fleming  was  very  fond  of  coming  into  the  kitchen  but 
the  cook  who  was  with  the  Flemin^r's  when  I  was  there  did  not  like 
him  to  come  there,  and  discouiaged  his  doing  eo.  He  seldom  used 
to  come  at  night,  however  excepting  once  or  twice  when  he  .'ame 
down  on  the  Saturday  nights  to  wa;  h  h.is  feet.  The  cook  was  Barbara 
Kerr,  now  in  :\Ir.  Jacks  Temperance  Hotel,  Bridge  of  Allan. 

Ol.vgow,  6    October    18C2. 
*"°  ''°"  Ann  Ross,  aged  46,  .say.s— 

I  am  a  domestic  servant  to  Ann  Cowan,  and  I  i.side  with  her  at 
No.  62  Bath  Street,  Olasgow. 

About  six   years    ago    I   was    in    the   .service   of   Mr.    John    Fleming 
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I  never  saw  hin.  behave  in  a  L  p  L  i,  ""  ""^"^-^'^  '°  -^^  ^°'  ^^^ 
H.«  ]an«ua«e  wa.  always  prop  r  Td  !""'•'  ''""'''''  "^^^-'^^  -^^'^'"• 
very  kind  and  civil.  I'JoTnont  ts  ^T"'.'''^/  "^^  -as  ahvays 
Jessie  Miller.      I  never  heird  oT  T  ^^^'"'"? «   ^'"'vanU   excepting 

-  .aid  to  have  u.^d  ,5  ,er  i  S/e-^'T^  '"^■"'^^  ^^ ''"-'  '^''<^  F'--' 
wor.se  for  liquor.  '       l^'e^Ue.-.     I  never  saw  the  old  man  the 


Glasgow,  7  October  1862. 
Jessie  Miller,  r.ged  29,  says- 
I    .  J.  Millep 

Whit:inc"™  r!;:;.:';:^    ''-''-    -*"   Thon.a«    W.neate,    ho.t-builder. 

jo^^F;::,ur;::',:,;::;^^-^;V7- 1B56.  ^  -^  — ^  -  Mr 

.-andyford  I'laee/and  duri  «  th  aV  ''  '"T  '"  *''^  ''°--  '"  ^^ 
Hvcl  ,n  the  house.  I)  nf.  tJat  f  ^'^  ,^^""'-'  "^  ^^r.  Flem.n. 
^o  far   a.,   I  saw.   was  co    ect-    If,    '  i^^"'    ^''^"""-'^    ^°"duct, 

-'•!>  as  a  .aster  would  X"  Jo  a  /err.^r:?  ""f  1f"""°'"-  -" 
nor  attempted  to  use  liberties  wkhnt  '  '-^'.'I'^^y  ^e  neither  u.ed 
(Aim  Ross)  in  n,y  presence  nor  dij  n  R  "  ''  "'  °"""  "^^'^"^ 
^'1  any  such.       I  had  vorv  V„7I  ^nn   Ross   ever  complain   to   me 

-mark  I  p..sed  upon  is'c  nd  ctTrf-r  ""V"^™'  '''  ^'^  ^^'^ 
bell  rang  he  wa.  alwav  nx^  !  if''^  T  '^''  "'^^"  "><^  ^' "'^ 
-Idom   came    ,nto    the -kitcl  eT  nt  ^  s:w\''    T^'        "'^    "^y 

"ever  in  the  house  alone  I  can'f  "  i  ,  , ""  ^'^'^^  ^  ^'^ 
di^^poMt.on.  He  never  entered  nto  Z.U  '^Z  '''  ""^  ^'^  ^  '^'"'^^y 
or  with  Ann  Ro^,  so  far  aal  saw  '""^  °'  ^'^''''^  "'t*'  "i^- 


low 
ing 


Glasgow,  7  October  1S62. 
Arr.,.  Jessie  W.,LKER    wife  .f  James  Walker,  Grocer  ani  '-.    •  • 

Merchant  in  Elderslio  ^t,,,t.  Gla-cgow'^-'- 
Al-out  5  p  m   on  Mondav      o  7,h   T.,Iv  I  ^-^    i     >  • 

round  .n  >;..„.,,  f- .,.,,„  ,       ?;.^  ^"'  ''»  '""^  °f  matche..  and   ran 

I./oundMr.JohnFlemin.atthOn    ,oor 


Mrs.  Walker 


round  to  San.lyf.'.rd  Place 
as  if  in  the  act  of  eh"' 
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Mrs.  Walker  When  ho  saw  me  he  opened  the  door,  and  I  found  stnnding  in  the 
lobby  old  Mr.  Fleming.  Mr.  John  Fleming,  and  John  Flemine,  junior; 
Mr.  Chrystal,  the  grocer,  .ind  a  Kentleiuan  whom  I  did  not  know  Mr. 
John  Fleaiing  said  to  me  this  wa.s  ,i  fearful  thing.  I  asked  the  par- 
ticular.', and  he  told  nie  the  .-servant  h,id  been  pot,  de.od  in  the  room 
or  Inundi y,  with  the  door  locked  ;  that  he  had  got  tiie  key  of  tho 
pantry  door,  and  with  it  he  opened  the  room  door,  and,  .«tvango  to 
say,  tiiat  when  he  put  the  pantry  key  into  the  lock  of  the  room  door 
the  key  of  the  room  do'T  had  f.illen  out  iru'iide  of  the  room.  I  heard 
the  old  man  ?ay  that  tho  la.=t  tine  he  had  .=een  the  servant  Je.-^o  was 
on  the  Friday  night,  about  halfpa,ct  nine  oVlock.  and  that  he  found 
her  door  locked  on  tho  Saturday  morning.  I  asked  him.  feeing  ?he 
had  stopped  ?o  ioni  awny,  if  he  had  never  thought  of  locking  after 
the  cirl.     lie  .«aiil   "  No." 

I  tiien  a-^sked  if  he  had  not  thought  of  get'ing  the  door  opened  and 
looking  whether  her  chest  was  away,  or  wheiher  the  hou.ce  had  been 
robbed.  The  >,ld  man  did  not  answer  (whetlier  from  not  hearing  me 
I  camiot  tell),  and  hi.=!  son  paid  to  him,  "  Mr?.  Walker  is  a.«king  you 
eo,  so,"  repeating  my  question  ;  on  which  the  old  man  replied,  "  No, 
I  never  thought."  I  asked  if  be  had  heard  any  noise,  and  he  answered, 
"  Ay,  I  heard  some  moans."  I  then  asked  when,  and  he  replied, 
"  It  would  be  about  four  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning."  I  said, 
"  Did    you    ii  >'   rise    when    ynu    heard    the   nioun.«."    and   he    an.swered. 

No;  I  rose  on  my  elbow  and  looked  my  watch,  and  it  was  jupt 
four."  I  said  when  he  was  upon  hi.«  elbow  could  he  no'  have  got  up 
and  cried  down  what  w-as  the  matter. 

Tho  old  man  did  not  answer  this  question,  and  his  son  then  said, 
"  Mrs.  Walker  is  asking,  did  you  no'  think  of  crying  down  to  see 
what  was  wrong."  and  the  old  man  answered  "  No,  I  didna  think." 
His  son  t'.en  asked  him  if  he  was  sure  this  was  on  S?turdiiy  morning 
at  four  o'clock,  and  he  an.=wered,  "  Yes."  I  said  would  it  no'  bo 
Sabbath  morning;  r^n  which  the  old  man  said.  "  No,  no;  I  was  twice 
at  the  kirk  on  Sabbath.  '  Well,  I  said.  I  thought  I  saw  licr  on 
Saturday  night  between  si.x  .md  seven  o'clock,  at  our  shop  door; 
on  which  the  old  man  said.  "  Na.  it  would  be  Friday  niirht,  Mrs. 
Walker,  it  could  na  be  Saturday,  for  I  uidna  see  her  that  day."  I 
said,  "  Well,  if  it  was  not  Saturday,  it  could  not  be  Friday,  but  it 
might  be  Thursday  "  ;  and  my  reason  for  saying  it  could  not.  be 
Friday  was  that  I  had  been  at  the  coast  that  day,  and  had  not 
returned  to  Olasgow  till  long  after  our  shop  was  shut. 

The  .-^bjve  is  as  nearly  as  I  can  state  what  took  place  in  Mr.  Fleming's 
house  on  the  afternoon  of  Mon'iay  the  7th  July,  and  the  statement  I 
have  already  made  to  the  Fiscal  in  my  previous  precognition,  as  to 
tho  state  in  which  the  house  was  that  afternoon,  i.s  correct. 

I  have  to-day  read  the  letter  signed  "J.  N.,"  which  appeared  in 
the  Frf  Pre.'^  of  Saturday  last.  I  dn  not  know  who  wrote  that 
letter,  and  I  never  s.aw  it  until  to-day. 

The  following  statements  therein  are  untrue,  and  I  never  made 
8uch   «t;'tc]iient«   to  any  one: — 

"  On  their  telling  me  that  the  body  of  .Tos.sie  MTlierson  hm]  been 
found  below.  I  remarked  that   I  had  seen  her  on  Saturday  afternoon  ; 
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on  which  old   FleminL?  observed.  '  \a    Vr-    VvVlk.r     ^ 

^>.day     afternoon.       •  ,..,     ^,..     Pl^-n,^1'''^^^''7l^'';^Z''''"^^''' 

..cceed,n«  day  has  .«ved  to  strengthen  ^""^" ''°"    '''^"■■'  every 

Ae   then    went  dowastairs ;    the   fl-or   wa<=    nuife  da,  >n     nn^    . 
rv.dent  marks   of   recent   washint:  ''     "'^    '•   ' ' 

they  .vo.ld  not  trouble  ^e,  f„r  I  „.^  „„,  ,ble  t o  rTe  ou      '  L   Led 
anu  far  less  to  go  to  any  Court.  -^   '"''^' 


William  Gilchrist,  ajed 
Ola^eow,    ard 
says — 


4    October    1862. 

52  y.^ar.=  ,    flrain  ^Jprrhant,   in   Roro  Street    «/    r-i  i,   ,  . 
"'.^^    at    No.   379  St.    V.ncent    Street  '^-./ '''*''•  W.  GdchrUt 


Glasgow, 


.u.d  d,urch  L  f.r  back  a,  I  an  i'""'"l  ""  '/?  ^°°'""*'*  ^^  '> 
■nunion  w,th  the-  chu  d,  In  tfey.  "ssSh  "  "S  "  '"  '""  =°'"- 
Jamie..on    was    elder   of   the      ,  ,t  whll     MT^FIe"'""^   ''"'"r 

resident.       At  the  meetin,  of  se..iL'Ld       \   ^2n    Xn'    Ts's  ' S 

.tat.  of  i^ind  Ld't^^rih^t  at:^:f  i3"iv';i^!r';^  tr'-'-t 

at     e  .^  anx,ous  to  ..b„„t  to  the  d^ci^Unf  of  the' H.^  "  :,  ^ 

he  m.n.tes  b-.r.  a  con,mU(oe  vva«  appoint^-d  to  deal  w,th  Mr.  Flern  n^ 
1  « as  one  of  the  committee,  the  only  other  member  bein^  thTl  ^ 
now  decea.e,l^  Mr.  Ja„,ieson.  and  Ve  met  .7  Fleming  n  Mr 
Jam,e.oas  office  some  day.  afterward..;  he  confessed  Ts  gu  It  and 
seemed  to  be  pa.nfnlly  conscious  of  the  sin  he  had  commi  ted  -he 
could  .c.arcely  speak  to  us,  and  e..pre.ssed  verv  great  Tmnv  \nH 
re,>entan...  I  have  a  v.vid  recollectL  of  the  int'e  Sw"  ^  ..f^t 
.ay  that  I  never,  ,n  the  whole  cour.<e  of  my  expenence,  have  wi,n  4^d 
such  apparently  genuine  sorrow.  The  conunutee  were  so  .ntisfied  on 
the  point  hat  on  their  reporti,.g  ,o  the  session,  it  was  -on^id  red  un 
necessary    to  do   anything    more  than   rebuke    and    .•  ,ish    him        T 

^ec  ^from    the   nnaute.s    tl.nt    he    ..    nan.ed    '■  WilUan         Fleming     but 
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W.  Gilchrist  thc^  narr.e  William  is  a  clerical  error  ;  there  is  no  doubt  of  that  fact ; 
but  for  his  own  information  it  is  very  likolv  the  fpssioa  wonhi  never 
ha.-e  become  aware  of  the  fart,  as  previous  to  that  he  had  made 
p^o^  ision  for  the  support  of  the  child. 

With  the  exception  of  the  cireuniftance  above  inor'ioned,  I  know 
nothinc  whatever  afTectinR  his  moral  character,  and  consider  him  an 
upright  and  consistent  member  of  the  church. 


ExrERPT?   from   Pe..=sion    Minute-book.    .Anderston    Tnited    Prosbyterian 

Churrh. 

2  April   1S52. 
The  session  met   and    n-as   constituted   with  praver   bv    Moderator- 
Present   with  him.   Mo.^srs.  M'Kwan.  Jamieson,   Govan,  "Scott.  Napier, 
M'Gregor,  Kerr,  Nelson,  and  Hunter. 

Inter   A] Id. 
\Villi:„nl     Flomin-r's    ^-.^?<^    w.is    .M.-.tci    by     Mr.    Jamieson.        :MesPrs. 
Jamieson  and  Oilrhru-t   were  appointed  .1  commit*ee  and   to  report. 

G.AviN-  SmrTHEns, 

Mod  rater 


8  -April  1852. 
The  session  n.et   in  cbur.  h  bwween  cprn.on.,  this  beins  .-acrament.il 
Feast -,   con.jct,tuted  with   prayer   by   Nroderat<.r.    and    pre..ent    with   him 
Mes.«rs.    r,,!chri.^t,    .Limie^on,    Brown,    Kerr,   Napier.    M'Ewnn     Ewint- 
Scot;,  M'Kinnon,  (^iriming,  M'Gregor.  Govan,  and  Nelson. 

hil'T  Alia. 

r<,mp..:,rnd  Williaml  Flemin;:,  who  bavinc  confe.<«..d  the  ^in  of  lorni- 
cation  with  Janet  Dunsniore.  showed  becomimj  contrition,  and  havinc 
been  mbuked  by  ^;odcrator  was  restored  to  the  f.Uow.^hip  .,f  the 
=''"'•'■'>  Gavin  Str-'hehs, 

Moderator. 
The  foreuoini;  are  rertifi-d  by  me,  ...s  true  and  correct  extract.s  from 
the  f.es.Mon  m.nute-book  of  the  Andcrston  United  Presbyterian  Church 
I  >la.sk'ow.  1    T «        '  •  ' 

J-  LOG.\N  Airman, 

Moderator. 


:l 


Rov.  J.  L. 
Alkmitn 


Gla.«(iow,  4  October  1862. 

Rev.  John   Looan   AiKMrs-.    Minister  of   ||„.   Ar,dei*tor  United 
Presbyterian   Church,    Glasgow,    nayn— 

I   have   been   minister  of  ,aid   church  since   February  1856  •    mv   pro 
.••e«or  being  the  lat*  Dr.  (Javin  Strufhers        M,.  j^,„e*  Fleming  ui 

1  n9%  evhlenc*  nf  William  (lllchrUt  .I'i-m.-Ka. 
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lo^^'   ,,r.vat<.   inicrvir-.v   with   him     duri.c.   wM  K  >.  ^'  '"'  * 

Ah ^ July  l..st,.  a..  I  heard  h,m  g,vo  in  his  r.xaminat.o,,  in  con.t  .u   thl 

this    aut,,'    bii^inof-s."        H,,   .  „•, i     ..,.„     ,  ,    '"">   '^"  *    ^   ken  of 

I    lav    things  out   nf   ,av         „'       1  •"'""'    ""'    "'-^'    """"'"•>•.    for 

noxt>'       I   then    stil     L  i',  ;  ,         '   '"    ?""."'-    ""'^    '"^t   then,    the 
ahont  your  3:i«'e  i^S^n  a^;""  f  '"   !''l^--  -'^'^    "  ^^hat 
a.^t   that:   I  hae  .any   .^^  TlZ.JZ/tt  n   •':h^:  "  "'{  ^''r 
Uond    y„„    feel    perfectly    romfortnhle    in    vo  r       „  d    if  ,  ""*.' 

fiuiii  the   witness  hnx   to  that    <„,!  m.^n.    .  ■  '   "'""'"OlPd 

heart  are  known'  '•   «    en   he  d     w    ,  ,,     w"  "'"■■"';  "'^'   •^"-<"*  "'  *'>« 
tion  and  surprise,  and  «  id        p'r  ec       t  f ', r' ar,'  '  T"''"'  '"'l'^'- 

n,an.fe.ed  ^tl^'-^nr  e  t    t'!'^; t  ^ll  V?.;^^""^  "'  '^"""^  =   ''"' 
knowledge   of    inv    of    the      I,  .  '"""''■"■'•.    and   entiie   want   of 

'        ited    him  acain    hwt     TueMhiv  ■    I    ,l,,|   .  ,  t     ,      i  ,       , 

M'        hlan>  la«t   staten.en,,   hut    w^th   ut^L:;^  ut[:ZV'  ,''T 
'Iqnuity  of  the   hu.nun    heart,   and   eT„reJ.ed  hil   .    i  ''     '   "^  "'" 

^__  __  '^ared  up,  or  t..at  .h.  unght  be  lod  to  n.ake  a  eonfeaMon  to  clL 


Mrs.  M'Lachlan. 


■| 


|i  i 


P.  M'Klnnon        Peter  ^I-Kinnon,   aj;<.d  58  year.=  .   Cabinetmaker,   residiiiR 

Canick    Street.  C'.iartrow,  Kiy.= — 


4  October  1862 
at  76 


I  have  been  connected  with  Ander.'-ton  I'liite.l  Pre.^bvterian  Church 
all  my  (lay?,  and  have  been  an  elder  for  nearly  twentv"  years  From 
my  earliest  recollection  I  have  kno^.  Mr.  .T,^',:,e.-  Fieming.  and  h.ive 
been  intimately  acquainted  wiOi  hin.  I  ne-er  heard  anvthinij  neainst 
his  moral  character  with  the  exception  of  the  sin  for  whirh  he  fought 
and  .snbmilted  to  t!ie  discipline  of  the  church  in  the  ve..r  1B52.  I  was 
present  at  the  mee'inu'  at  which  he  wxs  rebuked  i  his  manner  was 
indie-tn-e  of  ereat  w.riow  and  repentance.  I  ronsi.ler  him  a  consifent 
and  upriv'ht  member  of  the  rhnn  h  He  is  recuiar  in  his  attendance 
at  public  worship. 


R.  ^felson       Rounnr  Ne:  son. 


Fiimburt'h,  4  Ocoh-r  1802. 


au'cd   52.   n    ,l;l.indcr.  residing  at  St.   Cu.Tf^c'ti 
(I'as^'uw.  declare.^  — 


Road. 


I  .rn  an  oiler  of  the  ,  (.n-recation  .,f  the  Rev.  John  Losjan  Aikman 
minister  of  the  T^niled   Presbyterian  Chnrch,   Anderson.   Ckisirow. 

I  k'i.)w  .Tame.j  Flemint-.  who  resides  in  bis  son's  house  at  Saiidyfc-d 
Place.  (Wnsunv.-.  Lo„kin-  at  him  easiollv.  a  person  nVht  scarcely 
suppose  that  he  was  ill  years  of  a-je.  If  \  ]y.„i  nothinc;  to  euide  me, 
and  were  a-ked  hi.s  ai;e.  I  mi„'ht  U'uess  him  t^.  be  a  ..erson  of  about 
eiuhty  y.ars  of  aire,  but  I  h-ive  no  re,T.son  to  doubt  tl  n*  he  is  (ighly- 
seven,  becaii.se  about  six  mc"'  a..;.,  he  re(,<ik  bis  .se.t  in  said  church 
I  am  also  a  manager  of  .s.-iid  .  hnrrh.  acd  in  that  apa.  'iv  I  was  present 
at  said  seat  lettinL'.  and  I  re,:,,niber  ,.f  his  tl„u  suvinu'  that  he  wa* 
the  ..Ide.st  member  of  the  rliur  h.  an. I  that  he  waj,  ei-htv-seven  vrars 
of  a^re.  •  -^ 

Ah,.„t  ten  years  ai:o  I  became  se.s..inM  ,  lerk.  ,ind  I  can  ,.av  that  during 
the.ve  t.-n  years  past  there  never  w.-,s  any  ,  liarL'e  of  any  kind  made 
acaiMst    .Ir.riies  Flemini;. 

IVeM-us  to  these   ten  years,  and   as   I   Ihmk   abnut.   April     1852     there 
IS  one  ,hanre  aitnmst  him   in   the  church   lecords.        I    belieyn    ,t    j.  the 
only   one.         I   belieNc    he    has  been    a   member   of   said    co„e,e.at,.in    a« 
(ar   hae,;  as   I    can   icmember  anythiuLf ;  certainly    for   the    last    twentv 
or  thirty  years         F   cannot    speak   with  absob.t,/ precision   a.«    to  dale/ 
because   I  atr,   beniflt  examined  in    Fdinbur.  h.    and  the   recor-ls   are    in 
l.Ias>r„w.        DurinR   the  long   perio.)    ,,w   referred    to,  with   the   sini'le 
Mception   now  to  he   noticed,    his  chara.ler  has  been   unev  eption.able 
My  predpcciwor  in  the  ofR.e  of  se.ssion  clerk   was  a   Mr     Hnnter    who 
if  alive.  !«  not  now  in  connection  with  our  church.       ,}„.,  l„.fore  Mr 
Hunter   went   out  of  office,  the   rerords   show,   that  one   of   the  elders 
rnentioned    "the   rase  of    Fletninij   to  the  session."   as   havinK    bad    an 
.lleKitimate  <hdd   hy   hiH  i«>rva,d,  and   that  he   was  dealt   with    ,n   tl,e 
ordinary    way   in  such    ca^f,.    a  subsequent    minute    showing    that    h. 
WHS   absolved.        My    present   impres-ion   and   belief    is.    that    Fl.  nnnrf 
was  his  own  accuwr.  and  that  hi.,  offence  had  not  come  to  the  kr.vwle  l«c 
3»4 
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wH   f  .    '^ ■''"'"'  Jamieson,  who  us  now  .lead,  but   1  hav,.  „o  idea 

aui....o,i   „,>    ,,re.on     .mpression   a„d   belu-f.  as  to  l„s  havin.   boon  hi' 
0-.  arcuser    and  all  I  can  say  i.,,  that  I  rnu.t  have   b..n  lid        hv 

" With    ,::'■■''■'■•■'"'  '  '-'"""^  "'■"-''-  "'-  -  l>v   «In    '     ''   '' 
\v     h  the  excel,  ,on   .•!  tho  >„rident  now  „-,enti„ned.    I   know   noth.-.L- 
at    all    exceptionable   n,    tl.e    character  of    Flennnc.        He    w"      e    '  iar 
and  aitentive  at  the  clmr-h  ^.w,,-^.        i   i     i  regular 

xenarate   f,.,,.,   /hi,        •'  '^''^e...        I   ha<i  no  intercourse   with  lum 
separate   fu>n    th.-   cln,:ch,        I   „„gbt    walk   part   of  tho  way   from  the 
rhnrch  wi.h  hun.    and    bow  to  hi,n  in   the  .treet,   or   the   1  k       b u 
*'^"1   ""    ""thcr   internMirse    with    hi.i  :    an,!    t|...,ci,.M.     I 


;ii 


a;i   uiiiv   say 


it  I   know  nothing 


that  I   believe  hi-n  to  be  u  resncctabie   man    a.„l 

nKainst  his  character,   wi.l,    the  excepuon  above  i   cntioned. 

'  .-  K,uM  .,.,y  that  in  (he  ch„rch  record,  be  is  eddied   Wiihan,   „n   tho 

"a*-  i,re.M>ni   when   he   Wiw    a.ln;onii.hed. 


01a.-^gaw,  4  October  1862. 

Usn  Bell,  a^ci  35.  .-.ivi;- 
,  Janet  Bell 

T-l'l-ri'InKk'*'  """  '""'•■  ''"''  "'^  ""''    J"'"'   ^5'^-"     n   Annfield 

-^unorandau.,nnn•„Jh  Mr    Vime,     r  "    '"""""  ^    ""' 

•1.0    fannlv    then.      Mr.    ..obn    ne  ,  „.  %        ■  ""   "■■«""">■'"«   "„h 

and  from  „,e  Knday  t,l,  .h'     A.      Z    h         .,  ^'^  f  sTr^  "!,  ll^    ""'^'• 
only  occupied   by   .he  ,.,d  gent.en.  if  In     '^Z'  !  '    t  J  ^  "  T' 

•orv.int.        For    about    live    .oonths   we    wc,;   ,b.t    w   v  T         '     ,"' 

^w,    .,.,,   the   K,ea,e,l  propne.y,   ,,cept  that   onc«  .,     tw  ce     noi    .o 

l.V.V  1  ,     "■  •'••^'T'-^ed   ""l.v   when    M,-     John    rWnne 

..I  I  1.  fa-nily  were  at  the  coa„,  ,  ...  botween  a  Fr-day  and  a  Mond     • 
■  •;>''!   ;-..;"  -iid    no,   i„„.rfero   „t  „ll   with   kitchen   n^He,.     bi,t    wbc„ 

f»,„  1,  .   I  J  .       **         "'■■""  '"'   ""'d   '"   '"""'   'HcaM..!iallv   to 

I  be  kitchen   and    wur-'i   b  a   fi.oi         fi„    .i  '.niy    to 

I"; '■  '"■' »;".  r-X''....:;-:  ■■:„:;;::,:,,  '■■;.',7,"„  'S 

'"'•"■" • " Ti,..  ,»„,„,  „.„„„„,, '„ L ,:..,  «bi, 


Mrs.  M'Lachlan. 


Janet  Boll  a  week  b»fore  the  Sacrament  [end  of  October].  I  left  them  on  11th 
November.  I  had  opportunities  of  seeing  tlie  old  man's  conduct  before 
the  other  servant,  after  tlie  family's  retnrn  from  the  coa.n,  and  I  never 
witnessed  any  iinpropiiety,  and  the  other  servant  (.Jessie  Mi;,ei)  never 
compLiiued  to  me,  or  stated  to  me  that  he  conducted  himself  with 
anvthini,'  out  piopiiety.  I  did  not  consider  him  inquisitive,  except 
whuu  anybody  ran;;  the  bell  as  above.  For  two  or  three  days  while 
the  old  man  and  1  wt-re  in  the  houss  alone,  I  was  unwL'll,  and  he 
was  very  kind  to  me  then. 

Glasi;ow,   4   0,  tober   1862, 
Klizaheth   IIali.id.vt,  aged  25,  says — 


E.  Halliday 


I 

No. 
!•■. 
Mr 


am    servant  to  and    resido    with    \Vi:!iani    RusseU,   warehouseman, 

17   Kew  Terrace,  Glasgow. 

r  .iliou;    .'i^ht.^.n  irciuhs  pvevloii,-  tu  July.   U'60,  I  vas  sonant  to 

•John  Fleniini^,  and  during  thai  time  the  old  gentleman  lived 
with  the  family.  For  two  or  three  weeks  at  a  time  I  lived  in  the 
Sandyf.ud  PJaco  house  wl,ile  the  family  were  at  the  coast;  and  from  a 
Friday  till  a  .Monday  the  nld  gentleman  and  1  were  the  only  occupanU 
of  the  house.  On  the.'io  ..casions  the  old  gentleman  always  inducted 
himself  with  propriety;  I  never  saw  anything  c!.«e.  Ho  went  a  good 
deal  about  the  kitchen,  and  at  niuhts  he  would  sit  at  the  iireside 
beside  n>.e,  as  he  said,  just  for  company.  His  conver.s;ition,  both 
then  and  at  other  time-i.  so  far  a.<<  I  ob.scrvod,  was  correct.  I  never 
sav  him  tipsy.  Ho  generally  went  to  bed  about  nine  o'clock,  and 
rose  bftweon  eight  and  nine.  He  always  conducted  himsc'f  properly 
before  the  other  servant,  ,-,nd  the  latter  never  made  any  complaints  to 
mo  about  hi^  conduct. 

Glasgow,   H  Ocl-ober   1862. 

M.  B-Intyre  M.vi.iiia   MTntthe.  ter.aut  to   .Mr.  Stuart,    No.  7  Burnbank  Gardens. 

Glasgow,   s.ays — • 

I  was  in  .Mr.  FIeminR'.s  service  from  the  121  h  November  to  4th 
January,  both  last,  at  hi.s  house  in  Snndyford  I'lare.  Jessie 
Mi'h.r.xon  was  my  neighbour  !=ervanl.  The  old  man  used  to  como 
much  about  the  kitchen  and  talk  with  us  in  a  friemlly  way.  He  never 
used,   or  attempted    to  um.,   ,-vny    liberties    with    i.e.'and   I    never   saw 

bun    dn    M,    lo    ,\.;t.,r.  ,-:,u.    Ur.rv    r.miplMlIMd    to    U]P    abnut     hpii.  He 

was  of  a  kind  disposition,  at. '  looked  to  see  that  wo  were  comfortable. 
I  never  heard  of  him  usmg  any  hi  <rties  with  ai.y  of  the  oth^r  seiv.mte. 
Ho  wa.-i   i,f  a  staid,   ijuiet  disposi  ion. 


r 


J.  Thomson 


Dunoon,  4  October  1062. 
Jamb!?  Thomson,  Innkeeper,  Dunoon,  e«y»— 

I'or  five  years  pt..vi„„«  ♦„  \Vhit>,i.r,day  List  I  was  «arden«r  lo  Mr 
John  Meuuuk!.  and  resided,  suu:n,er  and  wintir,  at  hi.s  houte  Avon- 
dale  Lodge.  Dunoon.       His  father  was  in  the  habit  of  coming  down  to 
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nunoon     or  a  day   or  two  orca5ionalIy   in   the  summer   month.,  while  j    Thom«„ 
the    fam.ly    were   there.     He   sometimes    came    in    the   .pnn,    months  *" 

when   no  one   except  a   female  servant  anj  I   wore   at  the   house.       I 
never   .aw   hun    uie  any  Hberties    with   the   female    servant.,   nor    use 

f,?„'777 'T'''^"--      "'  '""^  ^  ^'"^  '^'^^  ^^"""^  the  kitchen,  and 
neah.d    all   the   don.o.tics   very  kindly,   and    was   looked    upon   by    the 
female    servants    as   a  k.nd    of    father.       I   never    heard    any  of    them 
eon.pla.n  of  the  old  n,an  behaving  in  any  indecent  way  towards  them 
I   never  saw  h,m   the  worse  of  I  quor,   though   I   have  known  'him   to 

tual  of  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  on  her  behalf,  and  was  m  attendance,  but  not 
called.  W  hat  I  was  to  speak  to  was  the  circumstance  that  about 
three  years  ago  the  derea.^ed  Je.«.Me  M'Pherson  told  me  that  the 
old  man  wanted  to  marry  her.  and  said  he  would  g.ve  her  aU  be  had 
m  the  world.  I  ob.-rved  that  the  old  man  behaved  even  more  kindly 
towards  her  than  tho  others,  but  I  never  .aw  him  take  anv  liberties 
with  her.  Ihe  prisoner  and  Jessie  M'Pherson  were  felL^v-servant* 
•It  l)unoon  duniu  i  i.t  of  the  time  I  wa.s  there,  and  I  have  hea.d  the 
prisoner  jokmg  with  the  deceased  about  the  old  man.  I  have  aLso 
heard  the  old  man  say  that  he  had  ncod  of  a  wife  to  look  after  him 
in  his  old  age. 

Dunoon,  4  October  1862. 
Ann  Gn,.Enr.  Cock  to  John   Fleming  at  Avondale   Lod,e,   Dunoon,     .    -,,„.  , 

x'vpnY'    \'Z    '".^''■-    ■'"'"'    ''''•■"^'"''''••'    ^'■^^■"■°    "t     lJ"noon     from 

wl  t      oil  K-    '•'""''■  ""^   '"   "'*'   ^■■^-'^"^^   "—        ')-in«  last 

«>nUi  old  Mr^  Homing  wa,s  two  or  .Mc^  times  at  Dunoon,  and  on 
each  occa.-ion  ho  remained  for  two  or  three  days.  Th,  re  was  no  one 
•hero  0.x,  ept  the  gardener  and  me.  He  n.vor  used,  or  at^.  ifted  to 
a«e.  any  librrt.e,  with  me.       Hi*  conversation  wa,.  al.ajs  corre  t      He 

..  he  .  He  has  been  resident  in  D,.ncx.n  .ince  his  liberal  on  from 
p -on.  and  has  snue  then  treated  me  in  the  .same  kindlv  wav  he  Z 
lu  wiufccr.  " 


Dunoon,   4  0,t.  her  11562. 
M.^nv   SiiAW,   HoMemaid  to  John   Fleming,  eays- 
I  have  been  i:i  Mr.  Fleniing'^  s,.rv,.e  .nince  Whitsunday  last        I  wa^ 
never   ,n   the  hou.e  ,„  Sandyford  Place,    but   .ont  direct  to  Du  „^,T 
Ihe  old  man  wa.,  at  Dunoon  for  two  or  tl.     ,•  dav...  some  „me       f o  e 
lie   murder  of  Jesa.e   MTherson;  and  since   hi«  liberation  fr  m     ns  n 
he    ha„    been    re.Mdent   there.        He    never    behaved    to    me,    or  .".^  ^J 
p-o..-...,    ,,  other  than    a  be.onun.   way.        Ho   neve     attc    pt^d 

to  use  any  liberties  w„h  mo,  or  make  ..pp.oache.,  of  anv  kind  V 

o    a  very  kindly  disp.^ition.  and   looks  to  the  comfort  o"f  the  d.me  t„ 
JTo   gu-s   murh   about    the    kilrhen,  '   nnmva. 


M.  SbhW 


3^7 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


A.  S.  Knuwies 


Glafgow,  4  October  1862. 
Alexamper   Sheridan   Knov.les,    atrcd    35,    says— 
I  am  a   fl.sher   and   cattle   dealer,    at    1    Ma.  farlane  Street,    Callow- 
gatr.  and  reside  at  .No.  4  Sidney  Stioet,  GalluwKate,  Gla-«gow 

,,>t;v..en  eleven   and    twelve   o'clock   of   Thursday   la.t,  2nd'  current, 
^\lll>am   Ran^.ay.   fl,..=her,   King  Street,   and    Mr.    Roberton,    came   into 
my  .-hop,   and  we  all  went  into  an  adjoining  public-hou^e,   where  the 
S.andyford     ca.se    wa^    discussed.        In    the    course    of    conversati,  n    I 
remarked  that  I  knew  a  Mr.    Ritrhie.   who  had  been  told   by  a  p.rty 
who  was  returning  home   on    the   morning   of   the  murder    tSaturday) 
about    four   or   live    o'clock,    that    he    (the    party)    .aw   an    old   n^an,' 
resembhns    Mr.     Flemm^.    at    the    door,    17   Sandyford    Place         Mr 
l-.tchie    told   me   thi.s   about   pix    weeks   a^io.    in  my   own    house.        He 
•  old  mo  (he  name  of  the  party,   but  I  forget  it;  it  was  a  short  name; 
and    Ri.ctne   .<aul    that  the    party   did   r.ot   mention  the   matter    to  the 
.iuthontie.«.    because    he   did    not    want   his   name  mixed   up    with    th. 
ca.«e.        Ritchie    ato    said    he    knew   the    deceased,    Jessie    M'l'her-on 
when    in    hrdkirk.        Ritchie    calk    upon    me    frequently.         He    called 
yesterday,  and  denied  tliat  he  told  me  about  the  party  s«.in«  the  old 
man.     Roth   he  and  I  had  had    visits  before   this  from   .Mr.    Roberton 
concerning    the    matter.        I    ..aid    to    Mr.    Ritchie   that    if    he   th.u.ht 
Mrs.    -M  Lnchlan  s   lite    w.a.,  in  jeopardy,   he  should    state    tlie   narlv', 
name;  but  he  insisted  that  he  never  toM  me  about  the  p.artv.     Int'er 
roga  ed,  deciares^-I  am  not  certain  that  it    wa..  Mr.   Ritchie  'that  tol.i 
me    the  above;    but    the   conviction   m    my    own    mind    is  that   it   wa.3 
Air.   Ritcliie.     1  here  was  no  person  present  when  I  received  the  inf,  :ni:.- 
tion.       I  can  think  of  no  other  person  but   .Mr.   Ritchie  who  could  have 
told   me,       I  have  found  Mr.  Ritchie  only  middhn-  truth'ul  iu  matters 
generally. 


3.  RItehIo 


i    -     1 


r,la.«gow,  4  October  18C2. 
John  RrTrniT-.    a■^'ed  29.   says 

GlL;l"  "*"'^'''^^''"^'  '^"''  --J^'     •   '5  Bell„c.e  Street,  Duke  Street. 

I    know   .Mr.    A.    S.    Knowles.    and    have    been   several    limes    in    hi. 

Whatever,  that  I  k,  ew  a  party  who  mw  nn  old  man,  resembiin-   Mr 
I  lem.n;.-.  at  door  17  .Sa.ulyf  ..d   IM,„e.  J,,,,!   ..,ur  nr  !•[,•  „V!     I  ', 

mo^in.  of  the  Sandyford  murder  (Satnrda;,.  or  o/^Iki  ^^^  ^llj^, 

TTn  .   "'"   ""  ^'■^"l'"'-'*""  "f  convcrnns    with   Mr     KnSe 

about  the  murder  at  alL       I  don't  remember  bnng  i„   Mr    Kno     el' 
house  about  six    week.  a^o.       I  .aw  .Mr.    Knowle.,  Lt  niKht;  id 

not  then,   or  on  any  occasion,  refer  to  said  parlv    ..r  siiv  to  nT. 
Jf  I  believed   Mrs.    M'^chlan.  life  to  be   in','  ;rd    ,Ts  m^s    ;^ 
•  he  party  .name   who  ^aw    the  old    man;   nor   did   I    deny   that    I    ha) 
.nforme.1  him  about  sa,d   party.       In  point  of   f.act.   1  don't       „w  L 
pu  ty   who  saw   an   oh.   man.   resembiin.    Mr.    Klenung,   at    said   drr 
n..r  OHl   I   e.ver  bear  of  s,i,  h  n  tl„„„  „„t,l   „ow  ' 

I  knew  the  decea-e.l  .Fcsmc  .M'l.hcr«>n  when  I  kept  a  rhop  at  Falkirk  ■ 
rho  used   to  come  to  the  ehop.  '  ai-mKUU, 


I  ,, 
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(4)  Letter  pbom  Mn    Youkc.  to  the  Rk„,t  HoNo.n-,:    .  S:h  Cboecb  Mr   youn^ 
Grey,  Baht.,   Al.p.  "*^ 

Sir,  Edinbur(.'h,  15  May  1865. 

DroriM.f.-nn'    Tlu  ''•■''■', '^''"    P^"P"   'o   •'"--^t   to    the    ir.otioii    for   the 

no    to  h?         '     '        T    '•r"^-'«^"'^^i°"  "hether  the  production  ough 

I  Lr'''.'^    T"   ^''^  '"''•'''    "1""''  "'■   ♦'i'"  '^"'■d  Advocat<>,   made,   as 

shouiH"':lr  •J"/""''  "^T"''  ^^^  '^"^'^'"•^  °f  *''^  '^^1"'-«t  being  that  I 
should  .ee  and  hear  such  witnc5.H.^  as  ,he  prisonor  s  agc-^t/thoj.'ht 
proper   to    bnng    before  -ne,   and    report  the    result.        It     ".     I  think 

S"..'  ,'';'  ''?"^  ''^°'""'"-'-^-  ""'^^^•"'-"  '"■■'^  ^  --'  -t  i"  -^d 
the  attendance  of  :,  v.unes«   or  to  administer  an  oath.       Indeed     anv 

of  the  Cro^^n  to  advise  the  Sovereign   «ith  re.pcrt  to  the  dL«posal   cf 

the  prisoner,  naist  be  extra- judiciid  I     ■ii   >  i 

The  manner  in  which  I  proceeded  wa.  this:  I  informed  the  prisoner's 

agent..,   at  an  mterv.ew.   that  I  .houid   proceed  to  (Uasgcw.   and   there 

"at  rol^d^r     "'7""   ""  '''''  ^'"'"^^^  ''^'^^  to' examine  ;bu 
at  I  could  not  con.pel  any  one  to  attend   for  exai.,ination,  and  that 
.he  exanunat.on  of  .uch  por.^on*  as  chose  to  come  could   r.     be  taken 
d"„v    .;  "r  r    """n^f  •   ''*■    r'---^-K«   being    extra-judicial         mJ 

^;d^e!:;:;^dryo:;  •  "^'^'"'^'-  ^"^  "'*•*=*  ^'^  ^l^-  -'d™-  ^aken 
To  aid  me  in  the  discharge  of  this  du  I  thought  it  right  that  the 
Procur..or...c.!.  who  was  necessarily  ^v...;  acquainted  w,th  1  e  who  e 
ca..o  .hould  attend  the  inquiry,  and  not  only  v,„  nr  ..u.ge.^t  u..  tion! 
to  e  V,  „„,  witnesses  but  also  hin.elf  brnv'  forward  U  witn  I. 
he     hough,   proper;  and   he  attended  ac.ord.ngiy  at,  n>v  request 

S>r  Anh,hald  Ah«)n  was  good  enough  to  L'ive  me  th^  „.«,■  of  hi«  own 

rooms  ,„  the  County   Building.,  „f  O,a.,ow.  „nd  I  there  rece  v  d   T  d 

c     ,1  cxannnod,  and^  ..,  ,;,r  .s  I  ,h„„ght  proper    exan.ined  mv.elf    the 

var  ou,   w,tne..e..  who  were    brought  to   me    bv  the  priBoner'.,   agent* 

or  the  iMscal,  „nd  notes  of  their  evidence  were"  taken'and   trVn.smS 

.  vi.i!',','  c  '  ""'  ""  ""^"''^  "'  ""^^  *"  '"^""e^'"^"'  in  takin"^'  the 

The  witne«,e«  were  taken  h,  they  came,  and  they  were  examin-d  and 
the,r  evdence  noted  a.  for  the  inforn,ation  of  those'  who  were  acquainted 
w  h  the  pr,„r  proceeding,  in  the  case.  After  what  I  have  sa.d  T  n  ed 
not  add   that  no  one  was  put  upon  oath 

t-o  .  tunif,  ,n  the  cour.^-e  of  an  inquiry  conducted  bv  hin  wifh 
■yH-v  io  ,e..t  the  truth  of  the  pn.soner'.  writte.  .,at.me,  f  an  cop^^ 
.  e,r  exannnat.on,  having  been  furnished  to  me.  and  on,,  un  Ue" 
t-  Ue  pr,s„ner«  agents,  these  witnesses  were  exanoned  befce  nl  n 
-,  H.-.,..nt  only,  and   with   reference   to  their  cZ::l!:JZ^: .Z 
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Mr.  Young  Shriiff.       It   wa^  -uv  rl,-t,.    ^=  i  •      ,   ■ 

in    ;.,   ,  ""■.      ^   ^"'  ""^  '^""•'f'  *'^'''  'h.v   had   hr-on  fairly 

akon    and   tho   rn.on.r'.   agents,   to  whom    I  .ommuni.nto.l  tho.n     Z 
far  a.=  I  jad.cd  rroper,  ,v.rP.  I  h.!iove.  .ati.Hed  that  thov  had  be  n  so 
The    exam,nat,on«    whi.h     .o,k    placo    bofore    n,e    were    ihus    much 

those  vvh,ch  had  been  previouly  taken  by  the  Sheriff.-I  have    4c 


Th"  Ri\:ht   lion.    Sir  (;rorL;n  (Jrey,   I5art.,   M  i'. 


G.  YonNQ. 


ir.1 


.\ri'i:\i)!x  IV. 

Statement  by   Mrs.    M'LAc.n.Ax's    .\.;ent   RE.AHnixo    the    vl.e.ed 

CONIESSION    MAI'E    1,V     Unit     To    HIM. 

(From  the  Gla.-yow  Iltnihl.  bth  July.  16G3.) 

4th  July,  1663. 
145   \\\'i\  r;eorge  Street,  Glasgow. 

a  hi'X"7^  ^  ^''"'  ''T'"''  ""  '""'='^ti°"  ""It  you  are  about  to  publi.^^b 
a  hearsay  version  of  a  cwtain  .Mateir.ent  made  bv  Mr...  M'tarhj^n  to 
me,  a^d  w,sh  if  it  is  to  be  published,  it  should  1„  published  m  a 
correct  and  authentic  form,  I  bc^-  to  request  that  yo.  -ill  print  it  in 
the  .bape  endowed,  a.s   I    have  alter.!    .nd    adjusted  it,   .us.la  \^      n 

hLtll  ,  ^'''''^'T:^  -'••■"■-•  '^f  -'"•''  y-'-  .oader.s  are  aware. 
have  hitherto  prevented  my  .uakin^,  it  public  :  bu,  1  have  made  up 
my  own  mmd  that  it  ,s  necessary  and  iu.^t,  and  I  shall  bo  iv.^pun.Mble  f.r 
its  anpear.Tnce. 

I  wich  f.nther  to  explain  that,  although  I  have  in  .several  places 
thrown  ihe  statement  mto  the  form  of  direct  interrogatory  and 
answer,  i  do  not  ui^h  U.  pledge  „,y..clf  to  verbal  accuracy  in  th.-e 
..aces,  but  have  uitended,  by  adopting  this  form,  t.,  convey  not  only 
tl  e  substance  hut  the  manner  of  the  communication.-I  am  sir  your 
dbdt.  fiervt.,  -     .     .,   '  ■'      ' 

J.  A.  Dixon. 


!H 


THH  STATE.'.!EN'T, 

When  the  trial  of  ^fr..  M'Lachlan  was  concluded,  and  afto.  tbo  Home 
Secretary  h,y  ordered  ,ho  ir.oniry  by  Mr.  Younu,  but  before  it  be.an. 
Mrs.  MLachlan.  a,'"nts  ap,,lied  to  the  I'uson  Hoard  for  permission 
o  con.er  with  the  pri..on.  r  alone  .a.,  to  her  c.-u.e.  The  ic'inest  was 
^'ranted,  upon  condition  that  only  one  of  the  ac.^i,,,  .hould  ob..-un 
aam,.s.,on.  Mr.  l.,xon  wa.s  appointed  t.,  confer"  with  the  prii^omr, 
the  object  ot  the  acenls  bcin«  to  ascertain  whether  she  could  K.ve 
any  information  which  uould  a..si.,t  them  i„  dealing  with  the  nun  ..0,13 
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reporU  cnrront  aft.r  the  publication  of  tho  "  StatemenI,"  and  par- 
-,ar  y  a  report  which  w.x.  per...tently  made,  and  whch  "  n,e  to 
hc„i  throucTh  many  different  channels,  viz      that  old  Mr     KlLVn      t    ^ 

it      .n?   ;    TT"''*    ""'  '''"   ^''''   ""^    ''""'^   there  was   any    tnuh   .n 
t.    and    that   they   need   not    .ro„hl.   themselves    in   hunting   a  tie 

det    •;,    orthe      M  '"'''^''   "^  "^'   '"  •■'    ""■'"^"-  °f  1"-tion.s  a.  to 
deta.s    of  the    o.d    man  .s    movement.,    with   the   vinw    of    a.<=certr.r.,ng 

no.  posMbly  be  true.       She  ..howed   .^-ome  little    hesitation   m   an.wer- 
n«  these  que.,t=ons    preferring  t.  turn  asid.  =o  talk  about  the  .nci  «  ts 
of    the   tr  al      particularly    criticising    the    portraits    in    the    pai-phlet 
a  count  of  the   tnaK  a.d    trifiin,   wUh    other  irrelevant  topic]  of 'u  a 
kind.       She  appeared  to  .Mr.    Dixon  to  be  hysterical;  i^,me  imes  oryina 

ahourtS"""  'r'r  7  ^'^^'■"^'-  ''■'-«  --  nothi^^^::^^ 

about    the    pecnhant.es    ,  f    her   behaviour    to    indicate    that    she   wm 

TT  "M     '  ■''"'''  "''  '"°^^-  ^''"'''^-  ^-"  -hat  .he  wa.s  .rp^akn" 
him     he   n,'l   '''■'""""•^/''e  question..  ,.,   he  cuuld   eet  her  to  at  end   to 

Um  After  a  httle  hesitation  she  looked  in  h.s  face  langhina.  ,uid 

sa.d,       I   m.ny  ju.t   as  weel   tell  ye  that   the  auld  man   w.-^nt   there  at 

me.nt  f„ "     ?.   I     ,  T'^'""    '''''"=    ''r^'^^'^'^'   ^^e    explained    that  ..he 
meant    o  say  that  .he  had  not  seen  the  old  man  at  all  that  night.     Mr 

o^d  n'n  ritt""  '::'■ "  'V'""' """' '"  '"">■  *'-^  >■-  'i-'j  -'  -^  t  o 

She     :■  .        v'  '"r  '';.^^™'^'>'-'''-  ^^hen  you  went  down  to  the  kitchen'  " 

•    H        h    T     ,    "  "'■""•.  "J^"'^^"   •^°"  -^''^  >■-  ™'-'  ■•       She  said. 

that  niht  -n''  "''''   " ''''   ''^^''   "°^   ^-''"  "P-"'"'^-  '-^t   ail 

tnat  ni6;hi.  Do  you  mean   to  say   that  the  old  man  did   not   send 

you    out   for    whi.ky?"        She    answered.     '■  No-and     I    was    nit    o  ,t 

for    wd„.^.y  at  all."        ..But."    .aid   Mr.    tUxon.    ...Mr.    Walker 

thaT  wtTeT  r  ""'  ,  ''''^""''  ^■°"  '^""^'  °'"'  "  ■'''-  answered 
S  and  w  Tu  '"^ ''«'''"''  •^•'^^^  her  she  had  not  been  in  the  house  at 
aU.  and  wa.=  thru  going  to  it   for  the  first  time 

On    being   asked    if  she  had    been  anywhere  else  after  leaving    Mrs 

«aid  eh  had  been  nowhere  but  on  the  road  to  Saiuivford  IMace 
On  It.,  bein,;, minted  out  to  her  that  from  the  time  she  left  .Mr« 
Maeuregorl    ti  1  ..he   was  .seen   by   Mrs.    U  alkei    and    Mi...   J.vke.     abou 

ruy";.  f  uo'^'T''  ''"  ^''"  ^'^""''"  '"  '■•■■■  -"--"•  -d-app'aily 
could    gne    no    other    accouru    of    wlul     ..ho    had     been    doin^    in    the 

the  n,lkbo>.  ,  ,he  had  not  seen  the  nid  man  at  all.  she  staled 
that  she   herself  had  o,K.u.d  the  d,^r   to   ti,.   unlkboy.    and   th.u       the 
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old    man    was    in   bed   :,t   the   time."    .=he    snppo.^ed.        On    l,eine    then 
aske<)     whether   ..he     theref.ne    meant     to    .«.iv    that    ,t     wa-     she    who 
had    eimimitl,.,!    t!ie   murder,   she    said    that    f^he    coi.lil    not    tell -that 
she  knew  nothing  about  it.       On  being  lequested  to  exiilain  what  ^he 
meant  by  thi.s   a...  ii   ,he  old   man  did   not   do  it,  .«he  mu.^t    liave  done 
It,  she  went  on  to  saj    that   Je.'^sie   and  ^he   han    been  dniikini;     th- • 
there  had  been  a  i;ood  deal  of  drink  going;   that  Je.<sie  got  *R-k   with 
the  drink,    and    wa.=.    lying  on    the    kitchen    flwr   vomiting;    that    '^he 
Mrs.  .M'Laehlan,  v.ash.'d  the  "  vomit  "  iron.  J.^gJeV  face,  ar.      -..raught 
in  blankeLs  and  put  tliem  over  her  ;  that  Je.^sie  vomited  on  the       mkel- 
and  ..he  (Alr.K.    .M'Larh.an)  afterwards  washed   part  of   them  ;   mat  the 
blanket.s   v.-ere  not  wa.^h.d  to  remove  blood  Mains  :  and   that  she  then 
w_a*hed   up  the  floor  after  Jessie  began  to  t:et  better.       bhe   then  .-aid 
that    from    drink    and    nausea    she    her.-elf    beeame   sick    and    retcht  ! 
violently    and  Je*,=  io  (vho.  she  eaid.  was  rdway^-  in  the  habit  of  working 
with   laudanum   when   anything  was    wrong   with    he  ■   made    her   take 
a  -'arge  dose  of  laudanum  to  strp  the  vomiting.        She  then   said  that 
the   effect   of   laudanum  upon   her   had    rdways  been   to  take    her  head 
and  make   her  delirious;   that   her  husb..nd    «nd   her   .«ister   could    tell 
thrt  when   the  doctor  gave  her  a  sleeping  di,   ,ght  during  one  of  hei- 
lUne^es     in.stoad  of   composing  her.   it    had  the  effect   of   making    her 
^tart  out  of  bed  and  rusli  about   the  room,  and  that  thev  had  to  hold 
her    a  statement  whi.h  the  hu..h»nd  and  Mstcr  afterward^  ...ntradic'ed 
to  Mr.    Dixon);  that   the  laudanum  given  her  ly   Jes.<ie   produced   the 
same  effect,  and  took  her  head;  that  she  had  no  re,;,  mbrance  of  any 
quarrel,  or  of  anything  except  a  confused  recollection  of  Jessie  crvin/ 
Jes.«ie  !  Jessie  !  what  are  you  doi^ig?       and  that  she  (Airs.   .M'Lachlan) 
wa..  crecpin_'  about  in   the  da.'<  on   her   hands  and    knees    somewhere 
she  <lid  not  know  where.       After  that  .he  had  no  recollection  of  any- 
thin.  whatev.,.  ,„1  .he  found  the  body  in   the  morning;   that  the   old 
man  ua.  not  down  the  stair,  that  night  or  morning  at  a!!,  a  statemPut 
whie.i  she  rcueratc^d  agam  and  aeain;  thai  she  could  not   teii  whether 
any   other  pers.,n   had   been  in   the  house  or  not.       .^he  repeated   that 
he    had    opened    the    door   to    the   milkb,  y.    a-.d    on    bein.    reminded 
ni.f   the  old   man  himself  and  ihe  miikhoy   had   ..worn   that   it    wa^   the 
o^d   man  who   had  opened  the   door,  sha  said  that   she  wa.s   aware    „f 
that,    but    It    w.-,..   she   that    did    it    notwithstanding.       She    said    .he 
remained    m   the    house   till    near    nine   o'clock,    and    that   .he   wa/so 
>iazed    with    the  dv|nk    and    the    laudanum    that   she  never    thought   o 
escaping  sooner,  and  that  she  loft  by  the  back  door.     No  questio^fwere 
put   to  hrr   regarding   the   clothing  or    the   silver   plate,    and   she  «a.d 

tt  :;s.t  s":l:''h'-  -"'" '"'  ^""'  "■•"^<'  -'"^ '"'  ^'■'>*--"*  ^^ 

me  nignt  s  rrocef  din_'.=  .  ° 

On   receiving  this   con:n,uuirati<,n    f,om   Mrs.     '.I-Lachlan,    Mr    Dixon 

told  her  that  he  did  no,  know  what  to  mak«  .f  „,  ,hat  it  placed  hm 

h      continuing  to  .ct  a.  her  agent.       Upon  hearine  this,   the  prisoner 
In        la     ;,'    ""•'  ""   """^'"^"■'  '''''  »•«   "^''  "°*    ^"•"--   -  word  of   it 

r  o    eo  ]  ""  "m  ,"  "'"''  "'  "'"'^  '"    "■   '^"''  '^"'  ^»-  -"V  -said 

•M.  to  ..ee  ho.v  he  wouhl  U., :.       .V,  „,„  „,,tement  imm.diatelv  fodowed 
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o!.t; '  ^  ;;!:"a:  r .; :;  ^•■-"  "••'--'^  -  her  ,hat  n^i  r 

r  iio   lur  ugLni   no    was   bound   to  secrccv     anH    tKot   „i,  •   i 

^  fiS'ts "'""  ''^^  '^■'"'-  «^^  ^'-  ^'^'^^  "'t  i"„  ;r : 

very  oeful  about   repeating  to   any   visitors  or  others  whit  \hr    haA 
i^Jul  to  hi.„,  or  entering  upon  the  subioct  -t  -,1         Z     . 
that  her   con,n,uni,.atio„    .''ould   not   hrl-n„     ed     e   cVT  tl":     H^' 
a.ent.,   a  request  which  Jlr.    Dixon  con.i.lied  wUh  ""'"■ 

Immediately   after   this  interview    with    the   won,\n     Mr     n- 
U  to  be  his  duty  t'.  ronsnlf  .„•„         .i  "onian,    .Mr.    Dixon    felt 

fnend   in   Edi   bur  'h Td    ,h        h"  uT  "'  'J=«"  «  P^ofe^ional 

c.ty    with  The  v^-    ,     f      ;•  .     '■    °u      ■   ■■'    ^^•""•knou'n   merchant    in    ,1„. 

paiticu  arly  as  his  withdrawal  from  it.  aft.r  beTn,  in  T  .nfi,  en  IT""'' 
munication    w  th    the   wom-m    -Ur..  >j    /  i"nh(ienti:il  com- 

B.u.p.cion  poa  he  L4  ,„  ho  .'ouT:!  f  T  '"T"  u'^"^"  '^"^"'■ 
vva.  communicated  to  ^  F  ..  nil'!  l  "  '  TT^'  *^"  ''''"'"'"'^ 
them  to  several  em  ■  .nt  a„  1  1^  ^?  '  """^  ''^  ^^'  ^'-^"^  «nd 
including  the  D-rStl^ir'^''"'"''''^  ^.'""^'"^"  -^^  '^e  Faculty, 
Mr.       !emin«-s   at  nts     ',','"'  «uggo«tio..  and  at  the  request  o 

K-vemor,  :  e  doc^rt^'ul  ..^^  td  ^r'' '  "'  '""""^  "^  '"^ 
.njustice  done  to  the  Fiemin;  t  i Iv  If  he  o  d  -""  '  '"  '"  "' 
roquested    permission    to  nul,ll-h  "   ''^°  "    -cent,   he 

or  at  least 'that  p<::^:o;;r '  ^i  ^^^x  M/^^r'^T^^  '^  :•""■ 

^et^^hlirin-a^I'an^'HH 

^pt-r^-t£tfH^^^^^^ 

l-iemmg  was  not  present  on  the  occasion  ,,f  fh<.  .        .  '^• 

charge   aRai.ist    the    old    mnn     n^^  ,  "^'"'  ^''!"^at'"g  ''"r 

in^iiing   that  .he  had  no^^mado  at'"',.       '  Z?''"    '"""'^"^■*'-    ^"^ 
read  at  the  trial.  ^    ""'"■  «tal."nent   than  the   one 


I  1  ave  revu,ed  and  correcte,!  tho  above,  and  i  certify  it  to  be  .oircct. 

J    A.  DixoN. 


3SS 


il 


^F 

■■* 
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Correspondence    and     Documents     i^LAXiNr.     ,o     the    Interview 

BEIUXEN     Mas.       M'LACln.AN-     AND     IIEIl     A.^ENT     IN     THE     (.ENERAL 
1  niSON   AT    I'CRTi;. 


"I 


In' 


?Jl: 


[From    thi:   (;i(ii,jua-   I/erald.    \7,th    An  just,    1863.) 

(Uastjow,  Aimiift  12.   1C63. 
Sir,-\Ve   sh:,Il     fool  obligi-d    by    your    in.seitinjj    in    the    lUrald    of 
o-niorrow   the  enclc^e,)   corre..ponrl,.nrc.   and  docu.nents.     Mr.    Burton's 
JtttfT  uas  received  ;,Miny.-\\o  a>e.  .^^Ir.  your  most  obedieiu  Pervant.s 

Smith  &  Wrk.ht. 


•T.    H.    niirton.    Eiq..    Advo.-ate 
-Manager  r.nd   Secretary,  General   Prism  Board.    Edinhmvh. 

99  St.   Vincent  Street.  (;!a=cow, 
July  7,  1863. 

.^n'Tu'T'"'  ^^'f"'^"'''-'"-  "I  Pt-WP"*  a  prisoner  in  the  Ceneral  PrL^on 
at.  I  erth,  has.  we  understand,  made  a  comiTnmication  to  the  officials 
of  th,"  prison  re;;ard!nK  the  cnmnii.^sion  of  the  crime.s  of  vhich  «he  was 
convictcxl.  As  agents  of  Mr.  James  Fleiuinc,  we  are  desirou.  that 
this  connr.umcr.tion  .«hor,ld  be  n.ade  public,  and  have,  therefore  through 
yon.  respectfully  to  request  that  the  mr.miaers  of  the  (ientv.i!  Pn'sor  P.ay 
be  pleased  to  nnlhci.e  the  ofTiHals  to  nn.ke  it  Irnown  to  ns -We  are 
*"■'*'=•'  SMnn.c  \V,.ir,.a-     ' 


Office  of  H.M.   PrL-^^n  Managers. 

11  Melbourne  Place.  Edinburgh. 
nent!emen.-The   managers  of   th  •  Honeral  Pri.^on   at    Peril,     havin- 
no.v  received  mstvactions  from  the  Jjecrelary  of  .State  how  to  de.il  with 
he  request  made  m  your  letter  of  the  7th   July  last,  tran.s.idt  to  you 
hcr-.vith  a  ccpy  of  each   of   the  foiiowin.,'   docnmcnt.s,   viz.  :— 

1.  Kntiy  in  the  journal  of  the  govern-r  of  the  General  Prison  reiat- 
ing  to  an  interview  beUvoen  convict  Je«ie  M'Lachlan  and  her  agent 
on  latli  June.  1863. 

2  Memorandum  liy  ihe  governor  of  wliat.  took  place  nt  the  interview 
iind  r.  sub.^equent  con  .cr.sation  rdMtinu'  to  it  between  him  and  tbe 
convict. 

3.  Note  by  Misi.  His'op,  Scrir-ture  reader  in  the  (ienoral  Priior  of  a 
conversation  held   by  her  with  the  i-onvict. 

The    managers  believe   th;,t    th.^o   documents    cont.iin    a   full    .nceount 
of   nil  conumunications  of  the   kind    referred  to   in   your   letter  —I  am 
gontlen-.en,  your  mo«t  obedient  servant,  J.  jj    P[-,.to^.     ' 
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her  agent,  on  Sth  J.L'^^JbS"  ""^"^  '"•'■='^  '^''L-'''-  -''- 

which,  ho  ...oneci,  s  tk ;  ;:::=,  'r  """'^"  ^^  -^  '■o.v,.,..at.o„ 

3f  faculty.   (!|.,.stro,v,  an.l  bv  Dr    F    .1       \-,       A     '"*''   K-^T">e.  Dean 

«  reply  in  the  affirnnUivc  havinTbeen  e^i;"';"'"" 'l"  '•.'■■■"-'-'.>.  and 
■n  the  governor's  office  bet.veen  Tir  l  'j  '"  ^'fr'""'  ''^"'^  ?''■"« 
'fovernor   himself,    with   th.   .surgeon     M.T.  *ho    pr,..oner-the 

WI.SS    Boattie.   bein.    present,      'rhe'  r    'h  """'    ■'""'    *'^''  ""^^'■°"' 

P-ner  denied  that  the  conversat.on  ^ie:^^u:r:::':£^  ^  J:« 

relating  to  it  between  h.^^MtC  :i:St'''''^'  ---er.ation 
At  the    interview     Mr     n:v,^r, 
tl'«t  anything  .he  miiht  iv  rvouirh'-e^no  ^  T'""'^   ^'^^    f^"— 
and  that  .he  could  not  now'be  la  t^d    or  the     ^      "'"*"  I'"  """''"'"' 
Bhe  appeared  to  be  fnllv  nware        He    I  ,    fl^"^'^"^  f^^'t  of  which 

havin,  said  anything  to  hun  about  h,d  "\^''  '^  '^^^  rernen^.bered 

out  the  lea.st  hc..,ta,ion.  P  ttlv  d  tl  .'h V\  V'/  ^'  °"^^'  ^^■■•''- 
laudanun.  to  bin,,  and,  Lr«>v^r  ,h  .1  '^  ^"'^  "'"  ^"f"-'^"'  "'' 
■■ift^r  the  trial,  and  then  b"  t  a  verl  1  ^r^'^'  ""'^  "^"^  ^'^'^"  """ 
;n.-tion  rel„t:ve  to  tho  lalnu  r^otT,  "ditTe'^^t  ?'•""  ^"'^  '''^ 
three  or  four  time..,  and  she  a..  r^neM    li  ,'^'f"ent  forms    at    least 

of  laudanum  at  all;  she  Z  Z^r^alSi  t""'  ""^^  ''''  ''''  -'P°'<- 
D.xon  h,mseu-;  and  when  he  th  l,'  d  he  jr^  "V?"°.^''''  -  "^'r. 
K>>'lty  i>erson,  she  replied  that  "  he  Z\h  I  -?  '  ^^""'"?  ^^'^  «  'he 
Dixon  malcine  the  observation  th^t  Mr  n'  '  =  ^""^  ''^'''''''  ""  -^fr. 
he  wa.  innocent,  she  e.^da,^,!;,  Hoi  u','"^  f  '''""^'  "''^  ''"^larod 
he  waa  innocent  or  not;  they   'yeJZ  '7       '"  ''^  ''°°^  ^''■t^e'- 

a  «reat  hardsh.p  that  she  sh' uld  be  kept  t^  so  l""  ''""  ^^""  ^  "" 
th'hcite  vhiid.       Hp  ...„vi    ..v„,„.    ,   ,  ,  r  '"^7  >»  long,  apart  from  her 

>.o  well  taken  care  of ;  but  the  Flem  "  "'"'  -•""•  ''^''''''^-  "-'  -il 
ar.d  are  about  to  lea  e  ,  e  tun  ,"  "''  *"?  ["":'■  "■•"■-^-  '-"^-^  ^^  ^f'-'- 
l>a.  lately  been  before  ParliZe  "  '  "rl  '''^"  ''^'"^'  " '""^  '^'^ 
denial  be-ns  obvious,   the  int-rvir'w  w.,  t  .    '"''''*^^'"  «   persistency    m 

On  the   following  morning  ,',,"  '  ''"-^  Protracted.  " 

and  was  b,.u,ht  to  MiJT  H:^a  •  ^7^^  '  '''''  '^  ^^  -<-- 
'..V  askin,  what  was  Mr.  Dixon'  ^b  eV  in  de  ''•  "'"""  ''''  *'"'--" 
upon  my  ,n'v,ng  l,er  the  evasive  answer  hJl'"^  '°  ■°''  ^'''-  "'"^ 
thnt^  r-oint  my.elf.  she  at  once  stated  'wthou*  !"■'  "''  """'"'  "'*"  "f^"" 
to  her,  that  "  she  did  recollect  nvi-  V  t  "^  /^''-^''-'O"-"  being  put 
Oixon."  and  that  what  she  hadtaij  ^^ -rS",,  J"'''^""""  *°  ^"■■ 
.'nieaniuL'   the  murder)   than   if  he     M^' rv  u'^'"'"^  ""  "'^^'^  o'"  't 

lauda...un,  on  the  table  fore  aLt  be'    '  '   """'   ^^'^"'^  '-^   ^''-'^'    "^ 
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Mrs.   M'Lachlari. 
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3.  y  .t-'  by  Mi.-^  Hiflnp,  Script.ii,'  Re.vl.r  ui  t!;;'  C.enera;  Frison,  of  :i 
ciMivcrs.itioii  lif-ld  by  her  with  the  ronvict  Jesc-ie  M'Lachiiin. 

I  had  vi^^ited  the  pnVoner  Feveral  time?  in  my  official  capacitv.  hut 
had  never  onoe  alluded  to  her  crime,  but  had  spoken  to  her  as  l"  d.)  t.. 
other  prisoner?,  as  being  a  lost  sinner  in  the  sight  of  CfKJ.  (V.  lhi.« 
occasion  she  leferied  to  the  crimp  with  whi.h  slie  w:is  ■haiL'e'l.  and 
eaid  her  case  was  a  very  «i<i  one.  I  siii.i  to  lier .  •'  Vou  will  have 
noticed  that  in  all  my  deaiin^-s  with  you  I  have  eanfully  avoided  cpei.k- 
IHK  lo  yoii  of  your  crime;  but  .'^ime  you  have  menti<>ne<l  it  yourself 
I  siiall  let  you  know  my  mind  on  the  subject.  I  beli.  ve  yo'i  to  be 
the  K'uilty  pei-sun,  and  to  me  you  seem  to  have  a(  led  as  a  tiuiltv 
person  tluou^'hout.  You  have  been  ^'uilty  of  a  deeil  for  which  you 
ouizht  to  have  bei  n  handed.  a,<i  Cod  lins  never  repealed  that  law  He 
Rave,  that  bloo<i  f'hould  answer  f..r  blood,  but  by  a  very  my.steri.)us 
providence  your  life  has  been  spared,  and  I  would  "beseech  "you  "to  make 
early  and  earnest  application  to  Him  whose  blood  deanseth  from  all 
sin."  She  looked  at  me  and  said.  "  Well.  Miss  Hislop,  I  am  olills.'pd 
to  yon  for  your  honesty."  She  sat  silent  for  a  minute  or  so  after  this, 
and  then  she  said,  "  I  had  a.i  little  thought  of  it  half  an  hour  before 
I  left  my  own  house  as  you  have  at  this  moi'K'nt."  1  said  I  liolieved 
it  was  not  a  premeditat4>d  thii.g,  but  that  one  sin  ha<l  led  to  ancjther 
tiU  the  deed  w;is  comn:itted.  She  said.  "  1  fei  1  .'WJinetiim.-  lus  if  I 
coald  ito  throuL'h  these  prison  walls.  I  often  think  my  mind  will  (;ive 
way."  She  be.'an  to  tell  me  about  goin«  ciil  uir  some  spiiits  that 
nijjht  at  the  request  of  FleniinK  I  st<>pped  iier,  and  saui  it  wa.s  no 
use  going  over  it,  as  nothinif  she  roiild  say  would  alter  my  ipinion 
about  it.  She  immediately  .•vd<Ipd.  "  But  Floniine  is  not  a  R<iod  man." 
I  Mid  "  I  <lon't  say  he  is  a  l-ochI  man.  but  \  be'ieve  him  to  be  inn.xeiit 
of  that  c  ime.' 


:f 


t  I 


AIM'KXniX     V!. 


.\  Bun 


.im.i'ioiiA'iiv 


IHK.    M'I,.X(  III.AN    ('iSli. 


1.  The  I  Mysterious  Nfurder  |  .\t  .s«iidyfnrd,  (Jlast'ow.  |  Complete 
lieport  I  t'orreeted  from  the  best  Accunl.s.  '  ( •onteiu.H.  |  Three  Illustra- 
tions, !  Showing  the  K\terior  and  Interior  of  the  House,  |  The  First 
Diseovory  Of  The  Murder.  |  Description  Of  The  Hou-e  In  Wliic  h  The 
Murder  Was  Committed,  "  I^.^onal  History  of  The  .\1ui.l.  i.  .1  Woman.  | 
The  Po-tMorliin  F,.xaniinttU,,u  (If  The  liody.  i  The  Stolen   I'roperly  And 


The   Woman    Who    Piwoed    It. 


Who    Is  The   MuideriTV  [   Mr  .lami 


Fleiiiiiii,'»   Apprehcniion.  1  The   Funeral  Of   The    Deceaseu 
tauUis.        (;las^ow:    j    Published    Fnr   The    llookseller.s. 
WhoUi4,ik'  nf  Will.  Love,  4o.st.  KinM  h  Square. 

8vo,  pp.   1 1 . 

Published   ill   .lulv.    ls()2.      This  pamphlet   ront.nns  a   i 
p.iilicuhir»  as  iia.l  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  and  has  issued  prior  to  the 
apprehension  of  .Mrs.  .M'UebUn.      Tiiere  is  a  nood  w.«.d.,  „t  of  the  exterior 
of  the  house,  but  the  two  plans  of  the  ground   Ihx.r  and  siinU   ll.il  weio 
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I  [Portrait.]  I  2  A  3,  .Sl.oe  Lane.     One  Penny.       '  '^  Laucldan. 

Quarto,  pp.  7. 

ofl^'c^:,,:;'"'''  "^•^'^''-^'-'^--tb-PPears  fron,  tl.o  a.,ove  .ynopsi. 
W.    S.,„are=|An..    A„     Hoo..,,:,..  |  ,  J^  J  ^^^Ij-^''-.  «'• 


8v,).  pp.  0().  '  '  ■'""''     ^""penee. 

wuh  a   M,.w  to  fnr.I.er  .nvstigation  ,nto 


ex  euti(,n  of  .Mrs,    .M'Laclilan 
tlie  tircnmstances  of  ilie  vase. 


><vo.  pp.  L'l. 

c.::::;;::;;;:it:^:;;i;:.:r 's  ^;:.:;::::;^;'^"--  "^  ^ -^  "^ 

that  ,1.  urdi, ,  „i,„ui,i  hav,.  i.....„  on/ ."'.n:^;:;;!:;!,'- '''"''"■  •""'  ''"'-'^ 

.-,.   The  San.lyf.nl   .Mnnler.    |   A    I  I.a    For   .Mr«    M'UH,la,     '    H.   ■    * 

8vo.    pp.    l(i. 

Tills  pamphlet   contains  a  ttioim  arL'ununt   ,„„  „  .)  > 

v.ev  to  provni.  tha,  ol.i  Fle„,in«  a  o  .    w,"    !    ,       "        "   ^"" "   "'"'  ^' 

Mrs.  MM.u.lUa,,-.,  .tatetncnt  wa.s  tni .'  '       '         "'"  """'''"'•  ■""'  """ 

6.   A  Penions.ranec  A«,i„,t  J,,,j„,„i,,  ^  ,  ,,„„„„  ,,,,,^^^ 

..^    An    Inhah.tant    of   ,;,,..«ow     ]   [.^.otation.  ]    ,    P.,hlii.,l     '       v      ' 
bn-c,  ,s..  Kiioch  .S.nia,,.,  j  ISGJ,  >"mi-ii<,i   i,^    \\  ill,,,,,, 

Nvo.  pp.   l(j. 

An  uncoinproiniDinL'  attack  iiion   Mm    M'l.,.ii 

however,  unable  to  rIIm.!..   t,,   iK     .i  i     •,""'"'"       I  he  aiithoi  wa», 

reference  to  u!:  X^:^';,Z:^:  ""^  ''">"'  "-">  «'   "...„.„,   „ ,, 


«? 


Mrs.   M'Lachlan. 


I 


■j 


i-i'! 


Murl''''VNr,"f''"''    n^""'^'''   ^'^'-    '    '^■"*'''    '"    ^'"-     M'Lachl.P    |    For 
,,:;■;•  '  ,\'  •■  ''^^'-^'C'mu.t  court,  ,Sople„,he,-,  1.62.  i  Witl.  Portraits.  | 
"■l.i--g«v.  ;  I  .1.  U    (f^stmgs,  New  City  Ro;ul.  ,  IStiJ. 

Lor.i  Deas  l»ne.l  ,;■  ydlusv  p.,,er  wrappers,  pr.c.  o.-  .hilling  Althou-^l, 
boanng  lo  b.-  a  "  Kevi.e.l  aii.l  Corrtrto.l  kei«  rt  "  tl,i  i.Z  \  *^"''""."'' 
,  ,  ,1,,    ,   ..  "'   '^ejiort,     tlii>  IS  mtie  V  a  renriiit 

»;;:u~:':xr^i;;;::;;!::^ -,;;;-:;■-;; '■■'-"■- 

"f'""i.inii,.,,i„,„„„,c„„.„o,„,„.i.„i. .,1. 1 1» ;t;„ W'  -  ' 

t'lli".  pp.    lL'!l. 

I-u,-,i   a-    r,uli,„Hnt,,,-v   itlurii   \,,.    'Jiis,    „rir,.    I.    4,1        ti.        „■   ■   , 

;;;'T"^^  '';r^'"-"  -•""•^ ^  -.--t.  r.poL.f  .LetL-K  ..:";: 

an.  n.,t  n.,.hul,.,l.  ""  "*  ^"""•''^'  •""'  ^'"^  J-'g' •«  ^I'-.ge 

'II'-  f.ai,,.-,,,.:  pui.I.cations  .outai,,  r..f,.„.,K-o.    tn   tho  c.,r  i„  i,.  I,.     1 
and  ni.-.lical  aspects:-  'isr  111  itM  legal 

9.  Tlie  Sau<lyfor.l  Murder  Caae,  an.l  ;  rnmn  il    f  ,u     i  )        •  . 
Joun^o/Jun.pr„d..re,  mj,  vi.  Slli-olf^  A,l„„n,st,a,„„.._ 

ll>.   'I'll''   Saiidvford   <":v'-e    -PriviN  <r,.     ,f  <■  \i-- 

II.  Extract  from  Lord  IlrouKlruu-.s  l.Latcr  lotlii.   f,,l    f  d    , 
The  «,a.,ow  M..rder.-   ...  ^„,„,,„  „„,  ;,-;i:  .|;^:,|  ;;;^'^-  =  ,;^. 

■•vid..nce  taken  at  the  »!L^.^\,^t^';:  '.  ^""    '  I'"   ""'  '^^    ^i- 

!■!      I>rl,,ar    111    ll„      ||0U8«    of   C-TlllUul 

ML;idilaii  cii.no.—IIa,,Mard.i   l'.,,i,a,nn 
'-Ixxi.  15,)I  r>t)0. 

.J:..m',:1:=;;:;',i::;.:::';>:!,:-;'- "■-■■'  -; r,.,,  „, 

15.   Reptjrt  of  th«  evidence  relattnc  to  thf.  •„«„■ 
deckration.  were  ,„l,c„  and  of  ^^ ^^^uZT'^^  "''"'•  ""'  '  '  "•^''^ 

Mure   in    the    Oehate   ,..  the   f,le  „f  vlH:.     '  u;':^'  'f  '''■ 
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16.  The  Smdyfonl  Placr  Nturder.  -Scmf  Afoiinl.  nf  My  Liff  and 
Writiiiqfi :  An  Aviriliioiirriphy,  by  the  late  Sir  Archibald  Alison,  Bart., 
D.C.I,.,  pdit.a  !.y  Ids  dim.'htcr  in-law,  I.ady  Alison,  1S8;!,  ii.  r.03..-,l]. 

Various  portiaits  of  jier.S(ins  conncottd  with  the  lase  were  piibli.'hcd  in 
(ilasgow  ill  Septemliir,  IStii.  These  inclrdn  three  large  separate  por- 
traits:—"  Mrs.  M'Lacldaii,''  from  a  ciaynn  ilrawirip,  "Jessie  M'Piierson, 
from  a  photograph."  "  '  The  Old  (jeutleinan,'  as  he  appeared  in  the  witne  3 
box  "  ;  reproductions  of  the  above,  with  the  addition  of  Lord  Dcas  and  an 
emblematic  device  of  the  cleaver  and  the  rope,  upon  om  sheet:  and  a 
small  portrait  from  a  iicni..nd-iiik  sketch,  ".Mr-,  M'l-aililm,  as  l.aken 
by  an  artist  in  the  Couit,"  The  lirst-mentioned  portrait  was  issued  in 
two  states  — "Tinted,  6d. ;  I'lain,  Sd."  The  isonietrical  and  grounil  plans, 
prepared  for  the  Crown  l)v  Mi.  Charles  O'Neil,  were  lithograplied,  and 
pulilished  ill  a  .single  sheit. 

Tliere  weit:  al.so  publibihed  in  Oclobi'r,  1S62,  ii  scries  of  broadsheet 
caricature.s :— (1 )  "  Sandyford  Sweepstakes,"  in  which,  in  a  race  for  the 
Crown  Plate  (Tli"  C.  How.  K  .ord  Deas  and  Old  Fleming  are  represented 
a.3  being  beaten  by  the  .Milklioy  ;  (2)  Lord  De.is,  as  "  Ixtrd  Peith," 
attended  by  the  Devil  hoMing  the  rope,  addresses  a  jury  of  "  Cuddies," 
while  "  (tld  Ceiitl'inan."  with  angel's  wings  and  devil'.s  tail,  hands  bags  of 
gold  to  "Black  Fiscall"  and  "  \e.dy  Sherrirt'"  [.s/r-.];  C?)  I^ud  Dcas 
grasjis  Ohl  Fleming  by  the  hand,  while  refusing  to  hear  Mrs.  M'L.ichlan's 
plea  for  mercy;  and  (4)  Mrs.  M'Lachlan  casts  the  nooae  round  the  neck 
of  "  a  respectable  '  -Vuld  <  ientlcmau,'  "  to  the  consternation  of  Lord  Deas. 

The  We.illil  Fm  /Vm,s,  27th  September,  lS(i2  (price  threepence,  16  pp.), 
coutaius— "The  late  Trial  .Sifted  in  Two  Fresh  F.ditorial  Leaders  ;  <^»uerie8 
touching  the  Fleming  F.iinily  ;  Slianieful  Sujiprission  of  Diu  l'aton> 
Kvidenee,  T<egally  Provi  li  ;  An  .\e->iiunl  of  dames  Flen.ing's  little  daughter, 
l-;i'^ab(tli  Ci.iy  ;  H'nv  the  Articl..'  found  in  Fleming's  Ashpit  Li:,t  Monday 
fell  into  our  han<ls,  and  escaped  the  Police  ;  Why  «a.s  Fleming  not  I'ried  '' 
Suiulry  new  ('ocumenla  l>earing  upon  the  ca«e  generally."  The  Etlinliinnh 
Wttkly  Iiiri(W  of  the  same  date  contains-  "  A  reprint  of  the  four  lej.din^ 
-tides  which  excited  so  much  attention  in  the  Dnilij  h'rri,'n;"  viz.  :— 

I  T.oid  Deas  ;  (_')  .Mrs.  .M'Lachl.in  ;  (3)  Old  Fl;  ming  :  (4)  The  Petition. 

I  nil  leports  of  the  'I'rial  were  publisheil  in  the  07,;«/oi''  Hrraid,  the 
Moniiiitj  ./oioii'i/,  till  .N.  o/-i<)j'i)i,  and  the  Xorlh  lirifi-'h  Ji'ii';/  .V'ii/(tSth 
t<i'i-nd  September,  ISO.'),  of  which  the  latter  is  much  the  most  accurate 
and  eomplelo.  Commeuts  upon  and  correspondence  regailing  tie  Trial 
appeared  in  the  contemporary  newspa[icr  press  of  the  L^nited  Kingdom. 
References  to  the  case  in  its  later  stages  are  contained  in  the  local  journals 
for  upwards  of  a  year  after  the  date  lA  the  Trial.  The  debates  in  the 
House  of  Ciiinmona  upon  the  matter  are  fully  reported  in  the  7'*mw,  25th 
Apr  1  and  27tl:  June,  isaj. 
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Notable   English   Trials. 


SEVERAL  years  -.v^n  a  series  of  volumes, 
innler  lli<'  lille  of  Notable  ScoUisli  Trials, 
was    comnvnced     by     Messrs.    William 
HOUGK    ^:    CoMi'ANV    willi     ihc    publicauoii    ol 
"The     Trial     of     Madeleine      Smith.'  The 

satisfactory  rccrpiion  which  has  bec-n  exteiKled 
to  the  enterprise,  both  by  the  [jublic  and 
press  (;f  this  country,  lias  led  the  Publi-,hers 
to  ;u!opt  liu-  su;4-;u;'.'Stior.  which  has  fretuiently 
reached  ihem  fmm  different  quarters  that 
th.cy  shniild  publish  ;i  ^.imilar  series  dealiuL; 
with  bavdisii  Trial:,.  They  liave  accordingly 
arr.in-cd     for    th(     publication    of    a    series    ot 

\oliinies  under  the  litle  of  Notable  English 
Trials,  the  object  of  uhicli  will   be  to  present 

a  hill  anil  auth.iuic  record  of  the  more 
consiiicrous  Trials  ll.it  ha\-e  a  jmice  in  the 
annals  of  ]*ai.i.dish  jurisprudence.  Ot  many 
of  these  the  di^lails  ari'  at  the  present  time 
iK^t  readily  .iccessible,  briii;.;  either  conimed 
to  the  pa;j^cs  of  official  u  ports  or  buried  in 
the  files  of  iiiC  daily  press  ;  and  it  is  intended 


A-OTAJJLE    EXGLJSII    TRIALS. 


to  issue — ill  ;i  uiiifi)rin  scries-  sucl'i  a  iuirnili\c 
of  the  more  modem  causes  {c'/iLixs  as  shall 
prove  not  only  oi  interest  t(;  the  c;eneral 
reatler,  but  also  of  uiilit)-  in  tliose  concerned, 
professionally  or  otherwise,  with  the  study 
and  a[)plication  of  th..:  !e;^al  and  medical 
principles  involved  in  thie  various  cases  to 
be    dealt    with. 

To  each  Trial  a  si'paratt:  \-olunie  will  l)e 
assigned  ;  ami,  where  verh'aiini  e\i(!e'nce  is 
available,  it  will  Ijc  rej)roduccd  in  full,  sjiecial 
care  beinij'  taken  to  ensure  .iccuracv  oi  detail. 
Each  volume  will  hv  hilly   ilMisiratt  d. 

The  series  will  be  loun  k:d  upon  careh.l 
research  into  every  a\ailable  source  ol 
information,  ;uid,  so  far  as  [)ermissiblc,  the 
op[)ortunit\  will  lie  i,ik>n  of  consuliiiiL;-  witii 
and  acfjuirinu;'  rc'liabh'  inlonnalion  trom 
ofUtlcmen  who  inav  have  been  autliorita- 
ti\ely  associated  with  an\-  of  the  'I'rials  in 
contcmjjla'don. 

The  l'ul)li.-,h(TS  lia\'c  bc'ii  fcrtun.ilr  in 
securing;  tlic  co  i)[)c|-:ition  oi  se\'ei'al  well- 
known  gentlemen  in  iIk.'  ini  [,aralio:i  ot  this 
series,  in  addition  to  tiie  editors  ol  the  tirst 
six    v-olumes   m(.'nlion''d   on   next   (iai^c. 

As  it  is  the  wish  of  the  rubliidicrs  to 
make  this  series  as  iiitrrestin!^  and  coni])lete 
as     iu,ssible,    they    will     be     -ratelul     lor    any 
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suggestions  as  to  what  Trials  should  ho 
includctl.  and  lor  any  information  as  to 
material  n'!;ardin-  lamous  "rials  which  would 
not  be  easily  accessible'  in  the  ordinary  course 

The  size  of  the  volumes  will  be  demy  8vo, 
and  the  price  5s.  per  volup  e. 

'!  he  first  six  volumes  deal  respectively 
with  the  Trials  f)f  — 

THE  STAUNTONS  (The  Peng-e  Mystery).    Edited 

t)y  |.  i;,  Ati.av,  M.A.,  Darrister-al  Law.     Dedi- 
cated to  Sir  Kdward  Clarke,  K.C 

Louis  Slaunltm,  Tatrirk  SiaiiiUnn,  Mr;,  r.ilrick  St.uin'nn, 
an.l  Alice  Rhoik-s  weie  tried  before  Sir  Henry  H.iu  kins 
in  1S77  f.jr  the  niurdiT  of  Mrs.  Louis  Staunton  liy 
starvation. 

FRANZ  MULLER.     Edited  l^y  H.  15.  Irvinc,  NLA. 

(Oxon.). 

Franz  Mailer  w.as  tried  before  Lord  Chief  riaron  I'nUock  and 
Mr.  liaron  Martin  in  1S64  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Brings 
in  a  taiUi..  y  train  on  the  North  I  ond-n  line. 

Dr.  WILLIAIVI    PALMER.      Edited  by  George  EL 
l>vNiin,   Harrister-at-Lnw. 

Dr.  I'aliiier  \s.-is  tried  l>efoic  Lord  Campliell  in  1S56  for  the 
murder  of  joim  I'ar-m-  C.nk  by  -trychnia  poisoiimg. 

Dr.  GEORGE  HENRY  LAMSON.     Edited  by  H.  L. 

Al'ANb 
Dr.  Lanison  w.is  tried  before  Sir  Henry  Il.awkins  in  1882  for 
the  murder  of  his  brother-in-law.  I'ercy  John,  by  aconite 
poisoning. 

LORD    LOVAT.       Edited   Ly    David    N.    Mackay, 

Solicitor. 

Loid  Lov.at  was  tried  before  the  House  of  Lord,  in  1747  for 
hii;h  Irea.-o'  . 

THOMAS  and  HENRY  WAINWRIGHT.      Edited 

l,y  H,   li.   Ikvinc,   NLA.tOxon.). 

Henry  Wainwright  was  tried  before  Lord  Chief  Juitice 
Cofkliiirn  in  187,  for  the  murder  of  Harrii-l  Lo\iisa 
L.-ne.  Thcmias  VV.iinwrighl  was  tried  a,  an  accessory 
after  the  fact. 
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Th(j  publication  will  be  conunu(.'d,  as  far 
as  practicable,  at  frequent  intervals,  and  the 
followinir  will  be  among  the  volumes  to  be 
subsequently    issued  :-— 

Elizabeth  Canning-. 
Thurtell  and  Hunt. 
Fauntleroy. 
Overeno  and  Gurnoy. 
Sir  Spencer  Cowper. 
Catherine  Hayes. 
Mrs.   Maybi'iok. 
J.  Blomfleld  Rush. 
Donnellan. 
The  Perreaus. 
The  Flowery-land  Pirates. 
Etc.,  etc. 


